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INDEX  TO  THE  THIRTY-NINTH  VOLUME. 


Abortion,  complicated  with  uterine  tu- 
mor, 

Ac'Miite,  prp|)nr;itl<>ns  of  the,  345 
AtllK'sioii.  of  Um  iificr  entire  sfparation. 548 
Adiilier.itiMii  of  iriedioines,  20;i,  2G2,  526 
Allen.  Dr.  J.  A.,  pust-uiortetn  exarninalion 
of,  18 

Ainerit  an  M<!dic!il  Associalif)n,  Transac- 
tions of  the,  246, 21)3,  2()!),  32!),  36'),  4U7 ; 
rode  of  «ilii«  s  of  tlie,  263;  delegates  to 
the,  3(i7,  407 

Arnpiitaiioti,  at  the  shoulder  joint.  381 

Anaesihelif:  a«^erils,  locally  applied,  148 

Ati.ilyli(ral  Ctxupejidiiiin,  165 

Anatomy,  praciical  schools  of,  185;  text- 
l)oi)k  «)f,  403;  L)r.  Morton's  system  of, 
504 

Anni.lisf,  New  York,  the,  186 
App<Midix  <  CEci,  disease  of  the,  331 
Aimy.  U.  S.,  Surgeon  General's  report, 
4815.529 

Arst-nic,  trial  for  alleged  poisoning  with, 
48S) 

Asthma,  nitrate  of  potass  in,  358 

Baliimf)re,  medical  instruction  and  prnc- 
tire  in,  lOU ;  Washington  University, 
205 

B.ir'KMl  (Dr.  E  )  on  certainty  in  medicine, 
1S3 

Barton.  Prof  E.  H.  200 
Batchellcr,  Dr.  Stephen,  memoir  of,  456 
Beardshy,  Dr.  A.    Cases  of  funis  presen- 
tation. 540 
Berk,  Prof  T.  R.  46 
Beck's  (Dr  J.  IJ.)  Irifmt  Therapentic.q,444 
Belladonna,  mislabelled  extract  of  dande- 
lion, b7 

Berzelins  Baron,  memoir  of,  242 
Bilious  f.'ver  districts  at  the  South,  309 
Blake's  (Dr.  J.)  Introductory  Lecture,  505 
Blood,  iirnmous,  accumulation  of,  after  la- 
bor, 197 

Boston.  Medic:il  School  in,  106;  surgery 
in,  203;  Dispensary.  246;  density  of 
popnlaiion  in,  304  ;  Children's  Infirmary 
in  2--'(i,  ;^5!l 

Boylston  Medical  Society,  405 

Boylston  prize  essay.  47 

Brain,  coiicussi<>n  of  the,  240 

Brouchiul  comfit,  225 


Bronchitis  in  a  child, complicated  with  dy- 
sentery, 454,  499 

Brcmcliotoiny,  for  foreign  body  in  the  tra- 
chea, 43 

Brown,  Dr.  S.    Cholera  morbus,  176 
Buck,  Dr.  E.  Treatment  of  dysentery,  167 
Buffalo  (N.  Y.)  Hospital  of  the  Sisters  of 
Charity,  326;  marriages  and  deaths  in, 

386 

Butler  Insane  Hospital,  184 

Calculi,  urinary,  extracted  by  a  novel 
method,  155 

Caldwell,  Dr.  Charles,  323 

California,  emigration  of  physicians  to,  542 

Cancer,  fatal  application  of  plaster  to,  18 

Caries  of  tlie  lower  jaw,  349 

Castle,  Dr.  A.  C.  Cases  of  lithotomy, 
237;  cholera  traceable  to  certain  elec- 
tric influences,  351,  500;  non-conta- 
giousness of  Asiatic  cholera,  516 

Castor  oil,  emulsi(m  of,  2()5 

Catarrh,  new  treatment  of,  537 

Cliadbotiriie,  Dr.  T.  Larvse  of  flies  in  the 
stomach,  406 

Chandler,  Dr.  J  L.  Remarks  on  nostrums, 
293;  his  address  at  the  Castleton  Medi- 
cal College,  124 

Chandler's  (Dr.  G.)  Report  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  545 

Channing.  Dr.  W.  Memoir  of  Dr.  Hale, 
334  ;  his  work  on  etherization,  263,  277, 
302,  325 

Chapin,  Dr.  A.    Case  of  acute  ileitis,  229 

Cliildren's  Infirmary,  28(5,  359 

Chinese  females,  srn;ill  feet  of  the,  207 

Chinoidine,  use  of,  257 

Chloroform,  suggested  improvement  in  the 
use  of,  143;  deal  Its  caused  by,  144,  188, 
488;  in  dental  surffery,  265;  in  cholera, 
487  ;  dangers  (d'  538 

Chfdera,  malignant,  in  Peter.sburcr,  27; 
answer  to  queries  «»f  the  Mass.  Medical 
Society  in  1832,  78,  92;  progress  of  in 
Russia,  81,  107,  1(57,208;  preparation 
for,  103,  3(54  ;  Dr.  xMaxwell's  treatment 
of,  146;  Dr.  Coventry's  report  on,  165; 
precautions  in  Eni:I;ind,  168  ;  treatment 
of  in  Turkey,  254  ;  its  appearance  in 
England,  285,366,405;  the  urinary  secre- 
tion in,  291,  365;  in  granite  regions,  303; 
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in  various  countries  of  F.tirope,  ^06  ; 
lrn*'('iiMf»  fo  ctM'iMin  el<*<  lric  iiiflii'-niM  s, 
rCO  ;  piibli(t  r«-|»()iis  ■■n  M..-,  Tfi  ; 
Ih.  'ni:i>.  r"s  r.T.i:irl.s  :\{]  \  W.)  :  in 
tim   M.i>sii  |iuse?tls  (^rixin  in 

H(tl»;  P.rkrsun  tlu;  licfltn.i'iit  cF,  'IDO; 
(iri  ilio  (Miiitagioiisiii'ss  of.  4'2!* ;  rt'|n>it  <>t' 
Boston  ("^(iiisiiUifio  Plt>>if  i!iiis.  4.')I  ;  in 
Nrw  York  siimI  New  Oi  iK.-ins,  4rf"i  ;  tr<>Jii- 
e<l  hy  rlilori'f  .ifii,  4H7  ;  trentment  <>f  in 
Syri:i,  4fS8  ;  Dr.  Wederslr.-iiwli's  I<!iri  r 
frniii  Ntvv  ()r!i;irts.  4Ito  ;  fl(^(irif;il  fitie- 
tinnit'imn  ol)si'rve(l  in.  501  ;  in  N.  York, 
5()-{ ;  ill  ^  ;iri<iiis  pl-iccs,  507;  imii-'  on- 
t:i<;i<iiisiM'ss  of,  516  ;  fast)  ri's<Mi>l)liri<; 
rhoU'iH,  541;  liu'P.iijr.^  of  il.,;.  5-1:1; 
lioniceo(t;itliio  irf.'iftiKMit  nf,  544;  llieury 
iiimI  |jrarli»  e  of,  548 

Cli«>|»'ra  iiM)rhii.«;.  prece(lin<i  rnaliL'nanl  cho- 
lera, 94  ;  I  lie  trt'ai  merit  of,  17(5 

Circiilfiiioii,  ilie.  201) 

CietMliiinn,  Dr.  VV,  A.     Mt'difal  maltPis 

if)  New  York    and    Pliiladelpliia,  (il  ; 

inpciiral  iristruclioii  and  practice  in  Bal- 

liiiiore,  100 
ClHrirjiI  jiiui  mrdical  professions,  tiie,  05, 

67.  75,  101,  l(i7 
Cod-liver  oil,  4  16  ;  in  phthisis,  500 
Cold  plague,  among  ino  iroopi  in  Mexico, 

40 

Colir,  wifh  obstinate  constipation,  5I'2 
C<»Mins,  Dr.  C.  T.    Ad.lr^-ss  bef.re  the 

Manhattan  Medical  Association ,  H77 
Collodion,  in  diseases  of  the  skin,  44U  ;  f<»r 

tiWlns;  teeth,  546 
Conistoek,  Dr.  J     Urinary  secretion  con- 
nected with  choleia,  201 
Ciinsiipation,  «»bstinate,  ca.«e  of.  194,  512 
Consninpiion,    ahohidic    drinks    in  the 

Jn-atnierjt  of,   W)  ;  .saliv  ation   ifi,  25! » ; 

Dr    riiclTs  hook  on,  321,  303;  treated 

with  rod-liver  oil.  500 
Copland's  Me<lical  Dir-iionary,  3C6 
Corns,  remedies  fir,  287 
Couehinir,  the  operation  of,  275 
Cox's  (Dr.  C.  C.)  Inirodnciory  Lecture, 

4(i6 

Crandall,  Dr.  H.    Cases  treated  by  Jar- 
vis's  :iiir<!;ical  .Adjuster,  76 
Crime,  the  philosophy  of,  323 
Croup,  the  anodyne  treatment  of,  202 

Davis.  Dr.  D  \V.  Abortion,  conjplicated 
with  uterine  tumor.  302 

Davis,  Dr.  li.  (i.  Trealtnent  of  erysipe- 
las, 157 

Deafness,  new  mode  of  fre.ntinrr,  102,  109, 
180  ;  i'8  nature  and  ireatinetit,  243 

Deane,  Dr.  J.  Heinoval  of  fibrous  tuinor 
of  the  uterus,  221 

D«'aih,  presentiments  of,  88 

Di-ath-,  reuisliaiion  of  in  Great  Britain,  2G 

D«*law.ire.  m«  (li<>al  jiractilioneis  in,  2('(1 

Dental  Sur;:eons.  Aujericuu  buciely  of,  G3 

DttiilitiU'  fuus,  420 


Diarrhnca,  prerodinff  rholern,  79 

Di-iMf ctini.    .-ly,.,.!,   I..-.toyn*s,  37,  141, 

M  i) ;  I''.  iii  Ii  \\m:  g:-i  |;'i5 
f)»- lo.  aiion.  of  ilii-  lo|>,  70;  of  tin-  tlmmh, 

128;  of  il.o  slioulder,  215,231;  of  tl... 

lif^!*d  f'f  the  fentnr.   congt  nital,  225;  of 

tilt'  loino  riis,  modi'  of  r«'dii<  iti<.',  22(5 
Dorsal  alHlotnio:il  supporter,  l*helj»s  s,  305 
Dovvhr.  Dr.  B  447 
I )rou  itiny,  on  sutforation  by.  108 
Dninoists  and  ajioihecaries,  multiplication 

uf,  85 

Dniill's  Modern  Surgery.  245 
Diiii<;lisoti's  Mi'diial  l.exiion,  245;  Dic- 

iioo.iry.  204 
Dy-;<'iit«-ry.  at  the  Hotel   Dieu,  Paris,  56  ; 

treatment  of.  107;  with  l»ronchilis.  454 , 

499  ;  epid.'mic,  in  New  YorK  Slate,  2(10 
DysinenmrhoLja,  renuMly  tor.  '35 
Dvspi'p<i;i,  Dr.  I)ick'<  rn>tices  on  the  ireal- 

menl  of,  29  ;  vegi-tabi*;  acifis  in,  300 

Kihnondson.  Dr  \V  V.   M.  RiMUJirkable 

cast'  of  fasiinir,  405 
Education,  loiblir,  in  Fratice.  68 
Lly,  Dr.  \V.  VV.    Treatment  of  nursing 

sort^  moiitli,  4  I 
Ei\-ipelas.  trt*almen!  of,  157 
Elin'ri/a«ion,  in  rhildhirtli.  by  Dr.  Chan- 

ninir,  27,  263,  277.  302.  325 -by  Prof. 

IJiiflslv,  115 — by  Dr  8iinps<.n,  2s*> ;  in 

flflirinm  tremens,  0');  iii<'re.is«Ml  eonfi- 

fiem  e  in.  8.5  ;  rival  claims  of  discovery, 

3>5  ;  local   in  Chit. a,  424 
Kve's  (Dr.  P.  F.)  Introductory  Lecture, 

525 

Fasting,  lon!r-e»»ntinued,  case  of,  405 
Filler,  new.  204 
Firing,  as  a  coiMiter-irrifant.  402 
Fish-hook.  extra<  tion  i»f  from  the  neck.  169 
Fit'  h's  (Dr.  S.  Cj.)  b«»ok  on  consumption, 
.  321,  393 
Florida,  rc^treat  fir  invrdids  in.  319 
Fracture,  of  the  thigb,  77  ;  of  the  inCi'rior 

maxillary  bonn,  382;  of  the  ihigli,  de- 

forntily  from.  397 
Fram-e,  honors  to  nuidiejil  men  in,  306 
Funis  presentations,  540 

Gardner's  (Dr.  D.  P.)  Manual  of  Chemis- 
try, 4(i 

G.isirody nia,  on  the  treatment  of,  29 

(iar-tro-HfitHi  ilis,  rem.irks  on.  31 

(lastrotoiny.  operation  of,  221 

Geneva  Med.  Colleiie,  appuiniinent  in,  346 

Gestation,  imperft'ct,  22 

Goofli's  (Dr  R.)  Treatise  on  Diseases  of 

\V(uneii.  105 
(]rav(fs's  Svst«'rn  of  Clinical  Medicine,  105 
Giecn.  Dr' Horace,  321 
Gnn-shoi  womids,  (Ml  the  treatment  of,  189, 

2*6 

Guita  per'  ha,  fur  splints  and  other  pur- 
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Ilnip,  Dr.  E.,  m«mn»r  of,  ^34 

||;tin|)(l«Mi  Sulne)  Colle^'e,  medical  nppoint- 

iiifiil  in,  :}4l> 
Ilandv,  Or    \V.  R.    SiirMon  rleatli  from 

|)Hiflii;ili<>n  of  llie  stonwicli,  20 
Il.irl"W.  Dr.  .1.  IM.    P;iss;i<;e  of  an  iron 

rod  tliriMiali  th«  liH;id,  '.^S'.) 
ll:ifif R«'tri'ai  f.r  iIm?  Iris.in«^  in.  425  ; 

liiilli-i,  iiiairiagrs  and  deaths  in.  447 
ll.iwl*')'.  T.  I{      Lediivfr-n'.s  disinfi.cling 

fli.i.l,  Ml.  :M'6 
Head.  nMu  irkalde  case  of  injury  of  the, 

Hiio.        r,i  7 
Il.-alili  iti-iiiranrH  companips.  HvS.  ^'20 
llfiidiv.  Dr.  BovvinMii,  Mieitioir  of, 293,  313 

I  IcH'iliiarv  |»r('di.<|iosiii'>ii,  II 
ll<-rnia,  iniriioi..!.  in  a  f-ii.al.'.  280 

lliii  l.iMM  k.  Dr.  A.  Trial  fur  allcg^'d  p^i- 
.«t)iiin;:  willl  arsPtlif.  48:) 

Hiimai'-patliv.  Dr.  FI>  inini'*s  U'cliirH  on, 
2(i  ;  .Aint  rii-an  fnsfiliJte  of.  184  ;  iM»^di- 
rjil  ("!oll«'«rt'.  22t> ;  Motnaeopaihic  Jomnal, 
226.  485  ;  r«'porl  on  «'nifii«'s  and  i-alliar- 
ti<-s,  525  ;  in  tlio  truatnifnl  of  (.-lioieia, 
544 

lloriirrs  (Dr.  \V.   E)  Introdiittory  Lec- 

lurn,  426 
llmnt'i's  iiH^i,  .IS  an  antispasmodic,  67 
Mul'liard.  Di.  G  H.    Firing  as  a  connter- 

iniiani,  462 
Il\ dfo|i..iliv.  ras'^s at  nratil.'l)oro',  84  ;  con- 

iroxi-rsv  in  C">iin«'crn  iit.  425 

II  ydroph.'.l.ia.  rasfs  of  325.  345,  532 
li\;iienf,  rominimicalion  on,  26D;  po{>n- 

l.ir  ba'Ms  <in.  387 
Ily pocliondri.i  poiitica  in  Gcrmariy,28 

Idiiw  v,  r<-port  nn.  384 

Idioi-,  nnnd»tT  of  in  tli(>  U  Stales,  C6 

llf  ilis,  ar..lH.  rasM  ol".  221) 

liifint  ll..'ra|)«'ntiis,  4l4 

Inu.dls.  Dr.   VV.    ?^pasinf)dip  «'liolHra,  78, 

92;  r»Mnaiks  on  Dr.  W  lit-atoirs  <MMnmu- 

nicaiioM.  27:) 
Insane,  an  itmn  odations  for,  in  llie  L'irned 

Slal»'s,  25  ;  nnnibf  r  of,  (>() 
Insanity,  pU-a  of  to  antnii  a  contract,  249; 

sin«»idar  «-;ish  of,  325 
Inii^Mial  iliaf  art»-ry.  tyinif  ttf  the,  224 
1  ntnuluclorv  leclnres  at  nM.-di<'al  sclu)ol.s, 

524 

lodiiiH  in  tlif  hit*'  of  th»»  ratthjsnake,  535 
|..wa  M.  diral  C.-M.-ith,  305 
Iron,  riiratc  of,  147;  caibonate  of,  Val- 
lel'rt  pills,  3(.i7 

Jarkson's  (Dr.  J.  II.  S  )  Introductory  Lec- 
ture, 4  14 

Jarv  is.  Dr.  G.  O.    Case  of  dislocation  of 

the  shon|.l.'r.  215.  231 
Jai\is"s  siirjiii  al  adjuster,  ca.ecs  treated  hy, 

7r,,  215,  231 
Jaw,  luv\tr,  excision  uf  a  portion  of  the, 

34!) 


Jeflerson  Medical  C<dlep«,  62 
Jevveit,  Dr  H  O.    The  clerical  and  medi- 
cal  piofessions,  75 

K«^llo?s',  Dr.  A.     Adulteration  of  niedi- 

eincs.  262 
K»Miiin'kv.  n»nv  medif'al  e(dieffe  in,  25 
Kiriland's  (Dr.  J.  K)  Inlrodutlory  Lec- 
ture, 465 

Latnps  without  smf)ke,  28 

I  .api-et,  liondon,  525 

Larynfiiiis,  ti achfotoiny  in,  301 

Lnafl  diseases,  tr«'atisH  on   4t),  83,  245 

L''<Mure  terms,  extendfr-fl.  65 

litM  iure.s.  int^dical.  in  the  I'.  State*!.  183 

L('doy<  n  s  disinfertini:  fluid,  t-xpt^iments 

v\iih.  37;  rniiiarks  on,  141  ;  n-e  of,  306 
L<'»'eli»'S.  how  to  niakn  lliHiri  hit*'.  28 
Lift'  insurance,  445  ;  and  irregular  practi- 

lioin-rs,  482 
Liirhtnin:;.  a  company  of  s-ddiers  struck 

hy.  t:6 

Litt-rafure.  medical,  in  Europe,  343  ;  in 
New  York,  4114  ;  in  tl.t-  U.  States,  423 

Lithitloin V,  cases  (d",  237  ;  on  a  \oung 
child  2!'0 

Liilioirity  in  a  f-mnle.  188 

Liinalic  a«iyhim,  in  diffi'ient  fdacps  at  the 
S(tuth,  73;  at  Prov  iil.-nce,  R.  L.  184;  in 
V.-rntont,305  ;  at  Ilarif.rd,  Ci  ,  425  ;  al 
Worcester,  545  ;  al  South  liuston,  545 

MaiTfnMic  machine.  Mon  heail's.  2f!4 
Mai!0«in.   Dr.  (^  S.     Retrnat   for  invrilids 
in  Floi  ida,  3l!);  medical  matters  in  Nat- 
ch.z,  Mi.,  4-^0 
Maininae,  uncfpial  size  of  the.  86 
Manhattan  I\l^■dic.•^|   Association,  address 

ht  f  .rc  ilie.  :\77 
Mairiaj/..,  Rvan  s  IMiilo.sophv  of,  481 
Massaclmsclls.  Medical   Cdle^re  of,  106; 
Slate  Society,  •  o'  ii^eHois"  meelini:,  224  ; 
Slate  Society.   miMlical  coiiniiuiitcatioiis 
to,  262;   Eve  and  Ear  lofimiary,  3C6 ; 
Stale  Societx,  hy-l.iws  of  the.  365 
Materia  .Medir-a,  a  teacher  of  wjiiiled.  324 
Medical  .journals  in  London,  3«i(l 
Medical  Examiner.  Phihifh  lphia,  526 
Medicine,  views  of  ihe  theory  and  practice 
of  279 

Me.  ker,  Dr.  D.  Case  «.f  fatal  effect?!  of 
ranwtie  p];isier  in  cancer,  I8  ;  extirpation 
of  a  disea-ed  o\ arv.  I  16 

M.  it;  s  (Dr.  C.  D.)  Introductory  Lecture, 
4»i5 

Memi'his  Medical  College,  544  ;  appoint- 
ment in.  :{4() 
M'-nick's  (Dr.  F.)  Intr«>ductorv  Lecture, 

505 

M'-xican  war,  diseases  among  the  troops 
in  the,  4!) 

Alidwifery,  mal- practice  in,  186  ;  Dr.  Lee's 
work  on,  445  ;  fuois  presvnuiiuos,  540 
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Misrellanv,  medicnl.  27,  48,  68,  88,  lOP, 
128,  148,  187,  208,  22(5,  247,  267,32c!, 
347,  368,  387,  408,  427,  448,  467,  487, 
506,  527,  547 

Mis«!issi[)pi  valley,  ancient  njonuments  of 
the,  326 

MortJiliiy,  in  Lynn,  147;  in  Pari?,  287;  in 

lliiiifi)ifl,  Ci..  447  ;  in  Boston,  485  ;  in 

VVorfi^sler,  4'^6 
M..rlifi.  }Ui(.n  <.f  tlie  rheok,  382 
Alortoirs  (Ur.  S.  G  )  System  of  Human 

Aiiritoiny,  504 
Morton,  Dr.  VV.  T.  G.    Anifirijil  t»-eih, 

11)8;   c;ise  of  congenital  fi:ssuro  of  tiie 

palate,  342 

Natrhpz,  Mi.,  epidemic  disease  at,  287  ; 

medical  malterrt  in,  480 
Nati(Mi;il  [nstitule,  medical  department  of 

tlie,  260 

Navy,  IJ.  S.,  deaths  of  medioal  officers  in 

the.  123;  su'ijpoMs  in  tlie,  147,32!) 
N«Miral::ia,  case  of,  422 

New  ll.tmcsliite,  speech  of  Mr.  Sanborn 
in  tiit^  State  I^Hgislaiure,  471 

New  Orltians,  tnortality  of,  74  ;  surgical 
cases  at  tlif  Charity  Ho.«ii>ilal,  48(i 

New  York,  Penitentiary  •  ilnspiial,  c^ses 
at.. 57;  ntedi<  al  mailers  in,  <>l,  24i)  ; 
B  .ard  of  Health  «>f,  145  ;  repuletl  v<  llew 
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NOSTALGIA,  OR  HOME  SICKNESS. 

[This  disease  is  rarely  seen  in  civil  life.  In  the  camp  of  the  soldier, 
especially  among  new  recruits  who  find  themselves  suddenly  transported 
to  a  foreign  country,  it  constitutes  one  of  the  diseases  which,  combined, 
often  do  more  execution,  and  are  more  to  be  dreaded,  than  the  arms 
of  the  enemy.  In  European  armies,  it  has  been  known  to  prevail  so 
extensively  as  to  call  for  the  most  rigorous  measures  to  prevent,  if  pos- 
sible, the  thoughts  of  home  and  kindred  from  being  brought  up  in  the 
minds  of  the  soldiers.  That  cases  of  it  were  found  in  our  army,  during 
its  late  campaign  in  Mexico,  is  not,  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at.  It 
is  presumed  they  were  not  very  common,  in  any  portion  of  it,  as  the  only 
notice  we  have  seen  of  such  cases  is  in  the  following  extract,  which  is 
made  from  Dr.  W.  G.  Proctor's  account  of  the  diseases  of  the  army 
on  the  Rio  Grande,  and  only  eight  of  his  cases  were  sent  to  the  hospital. 
Dr.  P.  was  Hospital  Steward  to  the  Louisville  Legion,  and  the  account 
referred  to  is  part  of  the  dissertation  submitted  by  him  for  the  degree  of 
Doctor  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Louisville,  the  whole  of  which 
is  published  in  the  Western  Medical  Journal.] 

Another  group  of  nervous  disorders,  differing  very  widely  from  the 
preceding  neuralgia  or  nervous  irritation,  is  melancholia,  a  general  disorder 
of  the  whole  nervous  system  :  of  nostalgia,  one  of  its  varieties,  I  have  now 
to  speak. 

Of  the  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  of  nervous  derangement 
enough  has  already  been  said,  but  I  must  here  repeat,  that  previous 
habits,  mental  developments,  great  domesticity,  mental  and  physical  iner- 
tia, temperament,  masturbation,  &c.,  are  probably  the  most  common  pre- 
disposing causes  of  this  special  form  of  these  disorders  ;  the  exciting 
were  generally  previous  diseases,  disappointment,  &tc. 

The  treatment  is  preventive  and  palliative.  I  do  not  now  remember  a 
single  recovery  from  this  disease,  after  it  had  become  thoroughly  de- 
veloped. The  best  preventive  to  this  disease  was  exercise,  mental  or 
physical ;  the  mind  is  most  prone  to  melancholy  when  unoccupied  by 
any  sort  of  exertion.  The  disease  was  always  most  rife  when  we  had 
been  encamped  for  a  considerable  length  of  time  in  one  position,  and 
when  the  soldiers  were  permitted  to  remain  in  idleness :  this  disease  was 
manifesting  itself  to  a  fearful  extent  in  a  company  of  young  country- 
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men,  who  Iiad  been  for  several  weeks  encamped  in  one  position  and 
permitted  to  remain  idle.  A  long  march  entirely  destroyed  the  tendency, 
which  did  not  recur  until  the  same  circumstances  developed  it. 

Mental  emotions  had  also  great  effect  upon  the  disease.  If  the  mind 
can  be  roused  into  action,  the  disease  may  be  considered  cured.  An 
example  of  this  is  shown  in  the  following  case : — T.  B.  F.,  a  young  man 
of  sensitive  feeling,  had  been  for  several  days  affected  with  the  premoni- 
tory symptoms,  great  taciturnity,  unless  on  matters  pertaining  to  his  re- 
turning home,  disinclination  to  association,  sadness,  he.  On  applying 
to  the  surgeon  for  a  discharge,  he  was  reprimanded  in  a  caustic  man- 
ner, which  aroused  his  pride  and  anger  ;  he  left  the  tent,  and  from  that 
time  no  more  was  heard  of  Mr.  F.'s  inability  to  do  his  duty  as  a  soldier. 

This  treatment  will  not  answer  in  more  advanced  stages,  as  was 
evident  in  the  case  of  F.  S.  Stimulated  by  the  happy  result  in  the 
preceding  case,  the  same  treatment  was  tried  in  one  more  advanced,  but 
this  was  as  near  proving  fatal  as  the  preceding  had  been  fortunate  ;  the 
patient  sank,  as  if  stunned  by  electricity,  and  did  not  again  arise  from 
his  bed  until  a  discharge  was  procured  for  and  presented  to  him.  This 
seemed  to  act  like  a  charm — in  half  an  hour  he  was  making  active  pre- 
parations for  his  departure,  and  a  few  hours  saw  him  cheerfully  on  his 
way  home.  I.  B.,  upon  receiving  a  final  refusal  upon  an  ai)plicatIon 
to  be  discharged,  was  seized  with  symptoms  of  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
which  terminated  his  life  in  a  few  hours. 

The  following  case  will  probably  present,  as  well  as  a  more  extended 
description,  the  rapidity  and  irremediability  of  the  disease.  J.  P.,  a 
young  man  of  good  constitution  and  habits,  was  attacked  with  tolerably 
violent  diarrhoea  ;  this  yielded  to  the  ordinary  remedies.  ?ilelancholic 
symptoms,  soon  running  into  nostalgia,  supervened  ;  he  ceased  to  notice 
surrounding  objects,  lay  apparently  comatose  ;  when  aroused  and  stimu- 
lated to  conversation,  he  always  spoke  of  home,  held  conversation  with 
his  relatives,  muttered  disconnected  sentences,  generally  about  domestic 
affairs,  such  as  calling  dogs,  driving  hogs,  talking  to  children,  &ic.  There 
were  present  no  other  symptoms  of  cerebral  inflammation,  no  preterna- 
tural heat  about  the  head,  no  flushing  of  the  face  ;  pulse  soft,  weak  and 
slow  ;  the  tongue  was  clean  ;  and,  in  short,  there  was  no  indication  for 
any  sort  of  treatment,  except  the  condition  of  the  mind  which  I  have 
already  described.  There  was  a  relaxation  of  the  sphincters  for  twenty- 
four  hours  previous  to  dissolution.  Symptoms  of  cerebral  inflammation  are 
frequently  seen  ;  these  demand  blisters  along  the  spine  and  the  nape 
of  the  neck  ;  this  treatment  was  followed  by  good  results  in  two  or  three 
cases  in  which  inflammation  of  the  brain  was  suspected.  This  disease 
is  sometimes  considered  to  depend  entirely  upon  cerebral  inflammation  ; 
if  it  does,  the  symptoms  in  the  majority  of  cases  are  not  to  be  discovered 
by  the  common  practitioner. 
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HEREDITARY  PREDISPOSITION 

BY  T.  L.   OGIER,  M.D.,  OF  CHARLESTON,  S.  CAROLINA. 

By  hereditary  predisposition,  we  mean  a  congenital  peculiarity  in  the 
structure  or  form  of  one  or  more  organs  of  an  individual,  derived  from 
his  parent — rendering  him  peculiarly  liable  to  certain  diseases.  Tlie 
frequent  transmission  of  external  form  and  features,  from  parents  to 
children,  is  a  fact  well  known,  and  has  come  under  the  observation  of 
every  one;  and  this  resemblance  of  the  offspring  to  the  parent,  not 
confining  itself  to  the  external  form,  exists  often  in  many  important  in- 
ternal organs,  and  not  unfrequently  in  the  entire  organic  structure.  If, 
then,  an  individual  be  affected  with  a  disease  arising  from  some  organic 
defect  or  peculiarity,  the  offspring  of  that  individual  inheriting  the  same 
organic  structure,  will  be  liable  to  the  same  organic  disease  ;  and  thus  are 
diseases  perpetuated  from  generation  to  generation  ;  and  it  is  in  this  way 
that  in  our  domestic  animals,  we  have  constant  varieties  springing  inio 
existence.  Pritchard  relates  an  instance  of  a  new  breed  of  sheep,  arising 
from  a  lamb  having  been  born  with  exceedingly  short  legs.  "  He  was 
carefully  preserved  and  bred  from,  and  many  of  his  lambs  inherited  his 
deformity — these  were  selected  and  bred  together,  until  an  entire  new 
breed  of  sheep  was  produced,  called  the  otter  breed,  from  their  having 
all  very  short  legs,  with  the  ordinary  long  bodies  of  conmion  sheep. 
They  are  considered  valuable,  on  account  of  their  deformity  not  allowing 
them  to  get  over  fences,  and  enabling  them  to  be  more  easily  kepi." 
The  frequent  occurrence  of  these  varieties  in  animals,  affecting  the  bones, 
color  of  the  skin,  the  length  and  texture  of  the  hair,  &c.,  has  caused 
some  naturalists  to  consider  the  different  races  of  man  to  have  been  pro- 
duced in  like  manner. 

The  diseases  arising  most  commonly  from  hereditary  predisposition,  are 
scrofula,  consumption,  gout,  insanity,  asthma,  angina  pectoris,  epilepsy,  apo- 
plexy, amaurosis  and  cancer.  These  by  many  authors  are  called  hereditary 
diseases  ;  but  as  this  term  is  not  exactly  correct  as  applied  to  them,  it 
would  be  as  well  here  to  draw  a  distinction  between  hereditary  disease 
and  hereditary  predisposition.  There  are  cases  in  which  the  disease 
seems  to  have  been  transmitted  directly  from  the  parent  to  the  foetus, 
as  in  an  instance  related  by  Mr.  Hey,  of  a  child  having  been  born  with 
syphilis,  whose  mother  had  never  been  diseased  in  the  genital  organs,  but 
had  contracted  the  disease  in  the  nipples  during  a  previous  confinement, 
by  an  infected  nurse  drawing  them — the  disease  had  never  been  eradicat- 
ed from  the  system  of  the  mother,  and  when  the  second  child  was  born 
it  was  found  diseased.  Dr.  Jos.  Brown,  also,  relates  his  having  found 
tubercles  in  the  lungs  of  still-born  infants,  whose  parents  were  consump- 
tive. These,  then,  are  cases  where  the  disease  may  be  called  hereditary 
• — where  the  embryo  may  be  supposed  to  have  received  a  morbific  prin- 
ciple, or  the  seeds  of  disease,  with  the  principle  of  life,  or  commence- 
ment of  its  existence.  The  child  here,  if  born  alive,  has  the  disease 
already  developed.  In  hereditary  predisposition,  the  child  is  born 
healthy,  and  frequently  is  not  affected  by  disease  until  a  late  period  of  its 
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life.  Scrofula  generally  appears  early  in  life ;  consumption  about  pu- 
berty;  gout  after  puberty  ;  amaurosis  and  cancer,  especially  in  females, 
later  in  life,  generally  about  or  soon  after  tbe  cessation  of  the  menses. 

We  sometimes  see  an  individual  inheriting  the  constitutional  tendency 
to  disease  of  the  parent,  pass  through  life  without  ever  being  affected, 
and  yet  beget  children  who  die  of  the  old  disease  of  the  grand  parents 
Thus  in  scrofula  and  consumption,  we  often  see  the  disease  pass  over 
one  generation  and  re-appear  in  the  next.  It  seems  necessary,  therefore, 
in  many  cases,  that  there  should  be  some  exciting  cause  to  develop  the 
disease  to  which  a  predisposition  already  exists,  which  cause  would  pro- 
bably produce  no  effect  upon  an  individual  in  whom  there  was  not  a  like 
predisposition.  Certain  changes  in  the  system  causing  excitement  in 
organs  remote  from  those  predisposed  to  disease,  sometimes  prevent  its 
development.  Beer  mentions  a  family  in  which  the  females,  even  to  the 
third  generation,  became  completely  and  incurably  amaurotic  ;  but  seve- 
ral of  the  sisters  became  pregnant  and  bore  children  ;  and  all  of  these 
escaped.  The  constant  irritation  or  excitement  of  the  uterus,  acting  as  a 
counter-irritation  to  the  affection  in  the  retina,  seems  here  to  have  been 
the  cause  of  exemption. 

Altliough  many  cases  of  hereditary  predisposition  require  some  excit- 
ing cause  to  produce  disease,  there  are  instances  where  the  predisposition 
exists  in  organs  whose  mere  development,  in  common  with  other  parts 
of  the  body ,  necessarilij  produces  disease.  As  in  individuals  with  malfor- 
mation of  the  ribs  and  steriium,  when  puberty  approaches,  and  the  or- 
gans, particularly  those  of  the  chest,  expand,  the  lungs  and  heart  are 
pressed  upon  by  the  surrounding  liard  walls,  their  development  is  im- 
])eded,  and  disease  necessarily  results.  Another  instance  of  this  kind, 
which  we  not  unfrequently  meet  with,  is  phymosis  from  congenital  mal- 
formation of  the  prepuce.  The  opening  in  the  foreskin  is  extremely 
small,  but  still  large  enough  to  allow  the  urine  free  passage  during  the 
early  part  of  life — but  later,  as  puberty  advances  and  the  glans  penis  is 
developed,  and  the  secretions  become  more  abundant,  the  preputial  orifice 
is  too  small  to  allow  them  free  passage,  becomes  irritated,  and,  if  not  soon 
relieved,  a  violent  inflammation  of  the  whole  penis  is  the  result,  which 
is  only  to  be  cured  by  dilating  the  opening  in  the  prepuce,  or  by  circum- 
cision. We  have  seen  as  severe  cases  of  phymosis  arising  fi"om  this 
cause,  as  from  gonorrhoea  or  syphilis. 

It  is  supposed  by  some  naturalists,  that  only  congenital  varieties  or  pe-^ 
culiarities  of  structure  are  transmissible,  and  therefore,  that  no  individual 
can  inherit  an  infirmity  or  tendency  to  disease,  whose  parent  or  grand 
parent  was  not  horn  with  the  same  infirmity. 

Dr.  Pritchard  has  laid  it  down  as  a  law  of  nature,  that  connate  va- 
rieties of  structure  are  apt  to  appear  in  the  progeny  ;  but  changes  pro- 
duced by  external  causes,  terminate  with  the  individual,  and  have  no 
influence  on  his  descendants.  This  is  no  doubt  correct  as  applied  to  the 
majority  of  cases,  but  there  are  many  exceptions  to  it  in  the  transmission 
of  tendency  to  diseases.  We  see  scrofula  and  consumption  often  pro- 
duced in  inhabitants  of  warm,  residing  in  cold  climates,  from  external 
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causes  alone ;  and  Brown  and  Wall  assert  that  children  born  of  such 
parents  are  very  liable  to  die  of  the  same  diseases,  or  as  much  so  as  when 
the  disease  of  the  parent  is  inherited. 

Combe  thinks  that  the  offspring  is  influenced  by  the  state  of  the  pa- 
rents at  the  time  when  existence  is  commenced  in  the  embryon,  that  it 
is  not  necessary  that  there  should  be  any  organic  derangement  to  affect 
the  offspring,  but  that  a  mere  temporary  excitement  of  certain  organs, 
of  the  brain,  for  example,  of  the  parent,  at  the  time  when  the  child  is 
begotten,  will  produce  corresponding  results  in  the  brain  of  the  child — 
and  it  is  owing  to  this  fact,  he  maintains,  that  children  of  the  same 
parents  vary  so  much  in  intellectual  powers.  Children  born  early  in  life, 
he  thinks,  have  less  intelligence  and  more  physical  strength,  than  children 
of  the  same  parents  born  at  a  later  period  ;  because  in  men,  the  animal 
faculties  are  most  active  early  in  life,  and  the  intellectual  later.  If  it 
was  clearly  established  that  the  first  children  ivere  the  least  intelligent, 
this  would  certainly  be  an  ingenious  way  of  accounting  for  it  ;  but  this 
cannot,  we  think,  be  proved.  On  the  contrary,  we  often  see  children 
begotten  by  fathers  in  their  young  days,  excelling,  intellectually,  children 
of  the  same  father  born  at  a  much  later  period  of  his  life. 

We  do  not  believe  tliat  a  mere  temporary  excitement  of  an  organ 
in  the  parent,  will  be  transmitted  to  the  offspring  ;  but  it  is  very  possible, 
when  this  excitement  of  an  organ  is  continued  until  its  structure  is  altered, 
as  in  accidental  consumption,  scrofula  or  insanity,  that  the  peculiarity 
may  be  transmitted,  and  thus  a  disease  originating  entirely  from  external 
causes,  be  continued  to  successive  generations  by  hereditary  predisposition. 
A  very  interesting  question  connected  with  this  subject,  is  the  following  : 
Does  the  offspring  derive  its  character  morally  and  physically  from  the 
father  or  mother,  or  equally  from  both  ?  From  many  facts  observed 
among  animals,  it  appears  to  us  that  the  peculiarities  of  the  father,  more 
frequently  than  those  of  the  mother,  are  shown  in  the  progeny.  In  the 
mule,  for  instance,  we  have  the  head,  long  ears,  and  general  appearance 
of  the  ass  strongly  marked,  the  size  only  being  like  the  mare  ;  whilst 
the  bardeau,  or  offspring  of  the  stallion  and  ass,  is  said  to  resemble  most 
the  horse,  and  has  short  ears.  Black  rams  are  said  almost  certainly  to 
beget  black  lamhs,  and  are,  therefore,  not  generally  allowed  to  exist  in 
flocks  of  sheep. 

A  still  more  remarkable  instance  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  male 
being  transmitted  to  the  offspring,  is  the  following  : — A  farmer  in  the 
w^est  of  Pennsylvania,  fond  of  trying  experiments  for  the  improvement 
of  his  cattle,  thought  his  breed  of  cows  would  be  very  much  improved  by 
crossing  them  with  the  buffalo.  He  accordingly  procured  a  buffalo  bull, 
and  had  his  best  and  largest  cows  covered  by  him.  They  conceived, 
became  pregnant,  and  went  the  usual  length  of  lime,  but  when  parturi- 
tion came  on,  they  all  died  in  labor,  in  consequence  of  the  large  heads 
of  the  buffalo's  calves  being  unable  to  pass  through  the  pelvis  of  the 
cows.  The  cross  breed  was  afterwards  obtained  by  putting  the  com- 
mon bull  to  the  buffalo  cow  ;  but  the  progeny  have  resembled  the  com- 
mon cow  more  than  the  buffalo. 
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Acoorcfmg  to  the  present  generaDy-received  notions  of  conception'  and 
generation,  that  the  ovum  and  all  the  parts  going  ta  produce  the  foetus 
are  furnished  by  the  female,  and  that  the  male  semen  acts  only  as  a 
stimulus  or  vivifying  principle  to  this  ready-formed  matter;  how  is  it  that 
the  offspring  ever  resembles  the  father?  Yet  this  is  not  only  true  in 
the  instances  above  n:ientioned,  but  the  male  has  been  known  not  only 
to  produce  liis  likeness  in  his  own  progeny,  but  to  influence  children  not 
yet  conceived,  and  to  he  begotten  by  another  father.  Huit  relates  the 
following  well-authenticated  experiment,  made  in  the  zoological  gardeu 
of  London.  A  common  mare  was  put  to  a  quagga,  conceived,  and  had 
a  colt  striped  like  the  father  and  otherwise  resembhng  him.  She  was 
then  taken  away  and  put  to  a  common  stallion  ;  conception  again  took 
place,  and  in  due  time  a  colt  was  born  ;  but  this  colt  was  also  striped 
like  the  quagga,  her  first  husband. 

It  is  also  stated  that  if  a  youn<:  |X)inter  slut  be  lined,  and  have  pups 
for  the  iirst  time  by  a  poodle  dog,  and  the  next  season  be  put  to  a  tho^ 
rough-bred  pointer  like  herself,  some  of  the  pups  from  this  latter  union 
will  have  long  hair  and  resemble  the  jioodle  wlio  was  the  father  of  her 
first  litter. 

These  curious  facts  in  generation  cannot,  we  think,  be  satisfactorily 
explained  by  any  of  the  present  theories  of  generation. 

Although  the  offspring  most  generally  resembles  the  father,  yet  it 
often  bears  a  strong  likeness  to  the  mother,  and  almost  always  resembles 
her  in  some  of  its  parts.  Therefore,  to  produce  a  perfect  animal,  Huit 
thinks  that  the  mare  should  be  as  carefully  selected  as  the  stallion,  in 
which  case  the  colt  never  fails  to  be  good  ;  and  Combe,  in  his  chapter 
on  hei^editary  qualities,  says,  "  I  am  not  acquainted  with  a  single  instance 
in  which  the  moral  and  intellectual  organs  predominated  in  size  in  both 
father  and  mother,  in  which  all  the  children  born  of  them,  did  not 
partake  of  a  moral  and  intellectual  character,  differing  slightly  in  de- 
grees of  excellence,  one  from  another,  but  all  presenting  a  decided  pre^ 
dominance  of  the  human  over  the  animal  faculties.  If  we  have,  then,  a 
peculiar  development  in  both  father  and  mother,  the  offspring  will  almost 
certainly  inherit  the  peculiarity.  If  the  peculiarity  exist  only  in  the  fa^ 
ther,  it  is  still  very  apt  to  inherit  it ;  but  if  it  be  only  in  the  mother,  it 
may  be  transmitted  to  the  offspring,  but  with  no  very  great  certainty.'' 
The  great  French  general,  Napoleon,  seems  to  have  resulted  from  a 
union  of  this  kind,  where  both  parents  had  particular  qualities  equally 
developed.  Sir  Walter  Scott  says,  the  father  of  Napoleon  possessed 
a  handsome  person,  a  talent  for  eloquence,  and  a  vivacity  of  intellect, 
which  he  transmitted  to  his  son.  It  was  in  the  midst  of  civil  discord, 
fights  and  skirmishes,  that  Charles  Bona  part  married  Letitia  Ramollini, 
one  of  the  most  beautiful  women  of  the  Island,  and  possessed  of  a  great 
deal  of  firmness  of  character.  She  partook  of  all  the  dangers  of  her 
husband  during  the  years  of  civil  war,  and  is  said  to  have  accompanied 
him  on  horseback  on  some  military  expeditions  during  her  pregnancy  with 
the  future  Emperor." 

The  mother  has  perhaps  more  infiuence  in  forming  the  future  character 
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of  the  child  than  the  father ;  for  the  offspring  may  inherit  certain  traits 
of  character  from  him,  yet  it  is  tauglit,  both  by  precept  and  example, 
early  in  life,  almost  exclusively  by  the  mother,  and  the  inherited  qualities 
are  exercised  and  developed  or  allowed  to  lie  dormant,  according  to  the 
condition  of  the  qualities  in  the  maternal  teacher.  Hence  it  is,  that  we 
see  pious  and  well-educated  females,  mothers  of  a  large  proportion  of  dis- 
tinguished men.  Washington,  according  to  his  biographers,  is  an  example 
of  the  effect  of  female  education  ;  an  excellent  and  cultivated  woman  her- 
self, Mrs.  Washington  is  said  to  have  devoted  herself  to  the  cultivation  of 
that  high  moral  character  wiiich  marked  all  the  actions  of  her  distinguished 
son.  Lafayette  was  also  left  entirely  to  the  care  of  his  mother  ;  his 
father,  a  distinguished  colonel  in  the  French  army,  having  been  killed 
at  the  head  of  his  regiment  in  Germany,  before  the  future  hero  was  born. 

For  the  improvement  of  mankind,  therefore,  it  is  undoubtedly  of  the 
greatest  importance,  that  females  should  be  well  educated,  that  their 
good  qualities  may  be  transmitted  to  their  offspring  ;  or  when  this  does 
not  happen,  that  they  may,  by  their  teaching,  correct  many  evil  propen- 
sities inherited  from  the  father — in  either  case  the  progeny  would  be 
improved. 

As  regards  the  practical  application  of  our  knowledge  of  hereditary 
predisposition,  we  tliink  it  may  be  usefully  applied  to  many  cases  of  dis- 
ease, which  come  under  our  treatment.  Some  of  these  diseases,  we  know, 
require  an  exciting  cause  to  develop  them  ;  and  knowing  these  causes, 
we  have  it  in  our  power  frequently  to  avoid  or  correct  them.  To  the 
scrofulous,  for  instance,  we  would  prescribe  a  mild  climate,  warm  clothing, 
and  nutritious  and  invigorating  diet.  To  the  gouty,  rigid  ten)perance,  regular 
exercise,  &c. ;  and  so  on  in  many  other  diseases,  depending  upon  exciting 
causes.  And  even  in  some  of  those  cases  which  become  developed  with- 
out the  aid  of  any  external  cause,  we  may  remedy  the  defect  in  early 
life,  and  thus  prevent  future  disease,  as  in  malformation  of  the  prepuce 
by  a  simple  incision,  and  in  the  deformity  of  the  ribs  and  sternum,  called 
pigeon-breast,  by  mechanical  pressure. —  Charleston  Med.  Journal. 


CASE  OF  SPONTANEOUS  RUPTURE  OF  THE  UTERUS  BEFORE  LABOR. 

BY  THOMAS  F.  BROWNBILL,  ESQ.,  SURGEON    TO  THE  SALFORD  WORKHOUSE. 

M.  A.  G  ,  aged  28  years,  was  of  rather  short  stature,  well  pro- 
portioned, and  had  a  healthy  appearance.  She  had  been  married  about 
eight  years.  In  ten  months  subsequent  to  marriage,  after  an  ordinary 
labor  of  about  nine  hours'  duration,  she  gave  birth  to  a  full-grown  female 
child,  which  lived  about  four  months.  Soon  after  labor,  which  I  under- 
stand was  quite  natural,  she  was  seized  with  convulsions,  followed  by 
delirium,  &tc.,  which,  continuing  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  subsequently 
resulted  in  an  attack  of  puerperal  mania,  for  which  she  was  afterwards 
admitted  into  the  Manchester  Workhouse.  Here  she  remained  about 
two  months,  and,  as  no  improvement  had  taken  place,  was  then  sent  to 
Lancaster  Asylum,  whence,  having  been  confined  seven  or  eight  months, 
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she  was  discharged  cured  ;  and  from  that  until  a  recent  period  had  en- 
joyed uninterrupted  good  heaUh.  Having  been  separated  from  her 
fiusband  durino;  most  of  the  time  since  her  last  confinement,  she  airain 
became  pregnant,  and  was  admitted  into  the  Salford  Workhouse  on  the 
4th  of  November  last,  in  order  to  lie  in.  She  stated  that,  in  the  begin- 
ninor  of  the  seventh  month  of  crestation,  whilst  bantling  out  some  clothes, 
she  received  a  fall,  which  shook  her  violently,  but  did  not  cause  her, 
either  then  or  afterwards,  any  particular  pain.  On  the  20th  of  Novem- 
ber, at  6,  A.  M.,  after  having  passed  a  restless  night,  with  occasional 
slight  uterine  pains,  she  began  to  vomit.  This  was  followed  by  several 
pretty  strong  pains,  during  one  of  which  she  experienced  (to  use  her  own 
expression)  a  severe  crack  in  the  back,  with  a  feeling  of  something  sud- 
denly giving  way  in  her  inside,  which  was  immediately  followed  by  a 
discharge  of  liquor  amnii  from  the  vagina.  The  midwife  (an  intelligent 
and  experienced  person)  was  accordingly  sent  for,  and  was  soon  in  at- 
tendance. She  found,  upon  examination,  the  os  uteri  nearly  closed,  hard, 
and  incapable  of  admitting  the  point  of  the  finger.  There  was  a  slight 
discharge,  of  a  dark-brown  color,  from  the  vagina  ;  the  patient  had 
vomited  the  contents  of  the  stomach  ;  and  the  pains  had  altogether  sub- 
sided. Under  these  circumstances,  she  left  her,  and  found,  on  her  re- 
turn, at  3,  P.  M.,  she  had  had  no  pain  during  her  absence.  The  os 
uteri  was  lower  down,  and  more  yielding,  though  not  in  the  least  dilated, 
and  a  slight  discharge  of  water,  tinged  with  blood,  escaped  whilst  making 
the  examination.  She  had  not  slept  nor  felt  the  motion  of  the  child 
since  soon  after  the  membrane  broke.  A  dose  of  castor  oil  was  now 
ordered.  On  visiting  her  the  following  evening,  at  9,  P.  M.,  at  the 
request  of  Mr.  Roberts,  the  governor  of  the  workhouse,  I  found  the 
oil  had  been  rejected  by  the  stomach,  and  the  vomiting  had  n}ore  or 
less  continued  to  the  present  time,  tlie  matter  at  first  being  of  a  greenish 
yellow,  and  afterwards  of  a  chocolate  color.  Labor  had  not  in  the  least 
progressed,  the  os  uteri  remaining  as  before,  if  anything  more  contracted. 
She  had  no  pains  ;  complained  of  being  weak  and  poorly  ;  and  although 
several  opiates  had  at  short  intervals  been  administered,  she  had  as  yet 
not  slept ;  and  with  a  feeble  pulse.  Her  countenance  now  began  to  as- 
sume an  anxious  expression. 

Nov.  22d. — About  11,  A.  M.,  she  began  to  doze  for  short  periods, 
but  this  state  soon  gave  way  to  extreme  restlessness,  almost  incessantly 
requiring  her  position  to  be  altered.  She  now  complained  of  severe 
pain  in  the  middle  of  her  back,  and  her  pulse  was  evidently  sinking. 
Between  1  and  2  o'clock,  her  breathing  became  laborious  ;  her  finger-nails 
had  turned  livid  ;  continued  gasping  ensued  ;  and  in  this  state  she  died. 

The  body  was  inspected  twenty-four  hours  after  death,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  several  medical  friends,  and  Mr.  Roberts  the  governor.  The 
abdomen  was  found  to  contain  a  large  quantity  (about  two  pints)  of 
dark-colored,  uncoagulated  blood,  probably  diluted  with  a  portion  of  the 
liquor  amnii  ;  and  this  being  partially  removed,  the  first  object  that  pre- 
sented itself,  entirely  excluded  from  the  womb,  and  partially  covered  by 
the  omentum  and  small  intestines,  was  a  full-grown  male  child,  that  had 
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evidently  been  dead  several  days,  the  first  stage  of  putrefaction  having 
commenced.  On  partially  removing  the  child,  which  lay  with  its  left 
shoulder  to  the  womb,  a  large  rupture  of  this  organ  was  observed,  ex- 
tending from  the  centre  of  the  fundus,  posteriorly,  along  its  whole  length 
as  far  as  the  os  uteri,  having  only  a  narrow  rim  surrounding  it,  and 
through  which  the  child  had  escaped  into  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen. 
The  length  of  the  opening  was  dbout  seven  inches,  and  the  uterus, 
which  seemed  perfectly  healthy,  was  well  contracted  over  the  firmly 
adherent  placenta. 

In  the  above  unfortunate  case  there  are  several  points  worthy  of 
general  notice,  and  which  are  of  peculiar  interest  to  the  obstetrician. 
The  patient  was  at  the  end  of  her  calculation,  and  had  a  well-formed 
pelvis.    The  child  was  full  grown,  of  average  size,  also  well  formed, 
and  there  existed  between  the  two  no  disparity  which  would  prevent  the 
one  easily  passing  thi'ough  the  other,  supposing  the  presentation  to  be 
natural.    From  the  time  she  first  began  to  complain,  up  to  her  death, 
there  was  not  the  slightest  pressure  downwards  ;  the  os  uteri  was  not  at 
all  dilated,  and  it  firmly  resisted  the  introduction  of  the  finger-point, 
which  effectually  pi'evented  my  ascertaining  the  presentation  of  the 
child  ;  nor  was  there  any  particular  point  or  bulging  perceptible  in  any 
part  surrounding  the  os  uteri,  by  which  1  could  recognize  its  position. 
The  OS  uteri  projected  downward  a  little  way  into  the  vagina,  and  above 
it  seemed  to  lead  to  an  unobliterated  cervix.    Notwithstanding  this  state 
of  things,  from  the  total  absence,  since  the  first  commencement,  of  any- 
thing like  strong  or  bearing-down  labor  pains,  even  at  the  time  the  wa- 
ters escaped,  it  never  occurred  to  me  that  the  uterus  had  probably  rup- 
tured, which  fact  I  first  discovered  at      'post-mortem  examination.  The 
cause  of  the  ru[)ture  is  involved  in  much  obscurity.    She  had  not  over- 
exerted herself,  nor  had  she  received  any  bodily  injury  since  the  time  she 
fell ;   and  the  shake  the  fall  occasioned  was  not  followed  by  any  sore- 
ness or  other  inconvenience.    Towards  the  end  of  prestation  she  was 
often  low  spirited,  and  entertained  a  presentiment,  to  which  she  often 
gave  expression,  that  she  should  not  survive  the  birth  of  her  child. 
There  was  no  softening  of  structure  in  the  uterus,  nor  any  indication  of 
previous  inflammation.    The  surrounding  soft  parts  were  healthy.  The 
usual  predisposing  and  exciting  causes  were  all  absent.    Even  supposing 
there  were  malposition  of  the  foetus,  that  the  wall  of  the  uterus  should 
be  endangered  from  such  trivial  pains  seems  surprising.    The  case  alto- 
gether is  remarkable,  and  it  presents  an  instance  of  the  least  frequent 
form,  as  I  believe,  of  this  lesion — viz.,  the  longitudinal  rupture  of  this 
organ,  extending  from  the  centre  of  the  fundus,  posteriorly,  in  a  straight 
direction,  to  within  half  an  inch  of  the  posterior  margin  of  the  os  uteri. — 
London  Lancet, 
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POST-MORTEM  EXAMINATION  OF   THE  BODY  OF  THE  LATE  DR, 
J.  A.   ALLEN,  OF  VERMONT. 

[The  following  notes  were  accidentally  omitted,  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
biographical  sketch  of  Dr.  Allen,  in  the  '23d  number  of  the  last  volume 
of  the  Journal.] 

Post-mortem  examination,  made  by  M.  Goldsmith,  M.D.,  Professor  of 
Surgery  in  the  Castleton  Medical  College,  February  4th,  1848,  in  pre- 
sence of  many  of  tlie  physicians  of  Middlebury  and  vicinity.  Number 
of  liours  after  death,  fifty-five. 

Head. — Chronic  thickening  of  the  dui-a  mater  in  left  temporal  fossa, 
without  adhesions.  A  few  old  adhesions  along  the  longitudinal  sinus. 
Adhesions  over  llie  petrous  portion  of  the  left  temporal  bone.  A  little 
serous  fluid  under  the  arachnoid  membrane  (not  enough  to  be  considered 
as  a  pathological  change).  Cerebellum  healthy,  the  substance  slightly 
congested.  A  very  little  serum  in  the  ventricles.  Slight  softening  of 
the  left  side  of  the  cerebrum,  with  firm  old  adhesions  over  the  petrous 
portion  of  the  leit  temporal  bone.  The  cerel)rum  at  this  point  indurated 
— almost  cartilaginous.  The  dura  mater  at  this  point  adherent  and 
thickened  (nearly  one  quarter  of  an  inch  thick).  Caries  of  the  whole 
petrous  portion  of  the  left  temporal  bone,  excepting  tlie  posterior  surface. 
The  petrous  portion  excavated.  The  mastoid  j)oi  tion,  also,  a  mere  shell  ; 
the  excavations  communicating,  and  containing  about  an  ounce  of  pus. 

Thorax. — Old  pleuritic  adhesions  of  the  whole  of  both  lungs.  Slight 
tubercular  infihration  of  the  apex  of  both  lungs.  A  small  old  abscess 
in  the  apex  of  the  left  lung.    The  heart  normal  in  size  and  appearance. 

Abdomen. — The  liver  healthy  ;  adhesions,  not  extensive.  The  blad- 
der filled  with  bloody  urine  and  mucus.  The  tissue  of  the  bladder  soft- 
ened. Hajmorrhagic  spots  extensive  under  the  mucous  surface.  Prostate 
gland  enlarged.  Kidneys  nearly  natural — a  little  granular,  and  a  litde 
motley  on  the  surface.  A  small  quantity  of  muco-purulent  matter  in  the 
ureters.  Intussusception  of  the  small  intestines,  the  invaginated  portion 
exhibiting  slight  inflammatory  congestion. 


A  SCIRRHOUS   TUMOR  OF  THE  MAMMARY  GLAND,  TERMINATING 
FATALLY  FROM  THE  APPLICATION  OF  A  CAUSTIC  PLASTER. 

[CommmiicateO  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  WAS  consulted  by  Mrs.  White,  aged  30,  in  April,  1846,  in  relation  to 
a  tumor  upon  the  right  mammary  gland,  which  had  been  of  three  years' 
standing,  and  had  at  that  time  become  painful  and  was  increasing  rapidly 
in  size,  her  general  health  becoming  somewhat  impaired  also.  There 
were  shooting  pains  of  a  lancinating  character,  extending  into  the  axilla 
and  region  of  the  clavicle.  The  tumor  was  hard,  ragged,  and  tender 
to  the  touch,  the  skin  corrugated  and  somewhat  discolored,  approach- 
ing towards  a  state  of  ulceration.  After  a  careful  examination,  I  advised 
the  removal  of  the  diseased  breast,  assuring  her  at  the  same  time  that 
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this  afforded  her  the  only  chance  for  a  cure.  She  thought^  however, 
that  slie  could  not  submit  to  an  operation  by  the  knife,  giving  the  pre- 
ference to  some  caustic  appHcation.  I  cautioned  her  against  permitting 
any  application  being  made  to  the  tumor  that  might  convert  it  into  an 
open  ulcer,  as  thereby  all  the  symptoms  would  become  aggravated,  and 
a  fatal  termination  hastened.  Sue  however  sought  reliel'  by  applying 
to  a  quack,  who  styled  hiniself  a  '•'  cancer  doctor,"  and  he  assured  her 
that  lie  could  apply  a  plaster  that  would  remove  the  cancer  in  twelve 
days,  root  and  branch,  without  acting  upon  any  other  tissue  than  that 
of  the  cancer;  and  that,  too.  without  giving  much  pain,  and  the  appli- 
cation being  entirely  safe.  The  husband  remonstrated  against  his  mak- 
ing any  application,  unless  a  physician  was  called,  and  he  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  remedy  to  be  applied.  The  husband  was,  however, 
overruled  by  his  wife  and  lier  friends,  and  a  blister  was  applied  over  the 
whole  surface  of  the  tumor.  After  vesication  had  taken  place,  the 
cuticle  was  removed,  and  a  plaster  applied  containing  upon  its  surface  a 
finely-powdered  substance  of  a  white  shining  appearance.  This  plaster 
was  applied  on  Saturday,  at  half  past  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  with 
directions  to  keep  it  on  twelve  hours.  The  patient  suffered  the  most 
acute  pain  immediately  after  tlie  plaster  was  applied,  which  she  described 
being  as  severe  as  the  actual  cautery.  At  half  past  T  o'clock  the  same 
eveping  she  complained  of  a  metallic  taste  in  the  mouih,  nausea,  griping 
pains  in  the  stomach  and  bowels,  soon  attended  with  vomiting  and  vio- 
lent spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles. 

She  remained  in  this  condition  until  the  following  morning,  eleven 
hours  after  the  plaster  had  been  applied.    She  then  became  so  ill  that 
the  plaster  was  removed,  a  dose  of  laudanum  given,  and  a  physician  sent 
for,  who  arrived  at  11  o'clock  the  same  morning,  and  found  her  in  the 
following  condition,  viz.,  pulse  126,  violent  spasms,  constriction  of  the 
muscles  of  the    pharynx,  burning  sensation  in  the  oesophagus,  nausea 
and  vomiting,  cold  extremities,  the  surface  bathed  w  ith  a  cold  perspira- 
tion, and  great  exhaustion.     Anodynes  were  administered,  sinapisms 
applied,  and  some  benefit  seemed  to  be  derived  from  the  medicine  for  a 
time,  but  during  the  next  night  hiccough  came  on,  and  all  the  symptoms 
became  aggravated,  which  continued  much  the  same  until  Wednesday, 
at  which  time  I  was  called  in  consultation  with  the  attending  physician, 
and  upon  examination  found  the  patient  with  a  small  corded  pulse,  105 
beats  per  minute,  vomiting  and  hiccough,  tender  and  tympanitic  condition 
of  the  abdomen,  tenesmus,  with  frequent  discharges  of  a  bloody  and  mu- 
cous character,  the  lower  extremities  drawn  up  in  bed,  mercurial  fetor 
of  the  breath,  gums  ulcerated  and  spongy,  submaxillar}- glands  enlarged 
and  tender,  the  surface  of  the  body  tumefied,  with  a  mercurial  erythema 
spreading  over  it.    The  surface  of  the  tumor  presented  a  dark-colored 
slough,  which  had  not  extended  very  deep  into  its  substance,  but  showed 
evident  marks  of  some  active  corrosive  agent  having  been  applied.  I 
gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  corrosive  sublimate  had  been  used  as  the 
agent  to  produce  sloughing.    The  cancer  doctor,  up  to  this  time,  had 
refused  to  give  to  the  attending  physician  or  friends  any  information  re- 


20  Sudden  Death  from  Perforation  of  the  Stomach* 


lative  to  the  substance  he  had  applied.  Upon  further  inquiry,  I  found 
that  he  was  in  an  adjoining  room,  where  T  found  him  somewhat  alarmed 
about  the  safety  of  his  patient.  He  immediately  inquired  of  me,  if  I 
thought  I  could  do  anything  to  help  Mrs.  White.  1  told  him  I  con- 
sidered it  an  extremely  doubtful  case,  and  in  all  probability  it  would 
terminate  fatally.  I  however  told  him  that  if  we  knew  })recisely  what 
he  had  applied,  we  would  have  a  better  opportunity  of  directing  means 
to  counteract  its  effects.  He  then  told  me  he  had  applied  corrosive  sub- 
limate ;  and  from  his  description  of  the  quantity,  there  must  have  been 
at  least  one  hundred  grains  applied  to  the  blistered  surface.  I  then 
asked  him  if  he  did  not  know  that  corrosive  sublimate  was  a  poison.  He 
said  he  did  not ;  that  he  had  applied  it  to  a  great  number  of  cancers, 
but  never  knew  it  to  have  such  an  elTect  before. 

Prompt  and  energetic  means  were  made  use  of  to  allay  the  irritation 
and  inflammation  of  the  stomach  and  bowels  ;  but  all  to  no  purpose. 
The  patient  died  on  the  seventh  day  after  the  plaster  was  ap[)lied. 
Considerable  excitement  prevailed  in  the  neighborhood  about  the  case. 
The  old  doctor,  however,  ex])lained  to  the  satisfaction  of  some  indi- 
viduals, by  telling  them  that  the  roots  of  the  cancer  reached  the  heart, 
and  that  medicine,  in  following  them  out,  produced  death  ;  otherwise  he 
would  have  cured  the  patient.  Others,  however,  not  so  easily  duped, 
manifested  a  desire  to  have  the  old  fellow  arrested  and  brought  to  justice  ; 
but  he,  having  got  wind  of  their  movements,  received  twenty  dollars  of 
the  one  hundred  he  was  to  have  if  he  cured  the  case,  and  decamped. 

Remarks. — The  absorption  of  the  corrosive  sublimate  in  this  case, 
producing  so  soon  all  the  symptoms  of  poisoning  from  this  substance, 
shows  most  clearly  that  the  absorbents  upon  a  recent  blistered  surface 
are  very  active  indeed,  and  that  medicines  applied  are  readily  taken 
into  the  system.  Many  agents  act  very  promptly  in  this  way,  and  can 
be  beneficially  used  in  cases,  where  the  stomach  cannot  retain  medicine. 

Laporie,  Indiana,  July  Ibth,  1848.  Daniel  Meeker,  M.D. 


SUDDEN  DEATH  FROM  PERFORATION  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  send  you  the  following  case  of  |;o5^-7?ioWem,  which  is  one  of  great 
interest  to  myself;  and  should  you  think  it  of  sufficient  value  to  lay 
before  the  readers  of  your  Journal,  it  is  at  your  disposal.  It  is  one  of 
sudden  death  from  'perforation  of  the  stomach. 

The  case  is  that  of  a  respectable  married  lady  of  our  city,  about  the 
middle  period  of  life,  and  has  had  two  children,  who  are  both  healthy. 
She  was  the  patient  of  Dr.  Briscoe,  and  I  was  simply  invited  to  assist 
in  post-mortem.  On  Friday  last,  she  went  to  bed  as  well  as  usual, 
and  about  2  or  3  o'clock  was  seized  with  pain  in  the  stomach.  The 
doctor  was  sent  for,  but  supposing  it  to  be  something  of  the  same  nature 
to  which  she  was  frequently  subjected — to  wit,  colic — he  did  not  visit 
her  till  morning,  and  prescribed  in  the  mean  time  an  anodyne  campho" 
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rated  mixture,  which  had  always  before  been  very  prompt  in  giving 
iinmediate  relief.  On  the  next  morning  she  was  found  to  be  suffering 
the  most  intense  pain  over  the  epigastric  and  umbiHcai  regions.  Her 
cries,  it  is  said,  could  have  been  heard  at  least  a  square  or  two.  Cup- 
ping was  resorted  to,  and  a  dose  of  oil  administered.  This  composed  the 
whole  of  the  treatment  to  her  death,  which  occurred  on  the  same  day, 
at  5  o'clock. 

As  she  had  applied  for  a  divorce  from  her  husband,  just  at  this  time, 
and  her  death  being  so  unexpectedly  sudden,  the  family  physician  re- 
quested an  examination,  which  was  readily  granted. 

PosT-MORTEM,  twenty-thrp:e  Hours  AFTER  Death. — Abdominal 
Camtij. — The  abdomen  was  very  tense,  and  on  opening  it  a  quantity 
of  gas  escaped  from  the  cavity  itself — the  intestines,  which  were  like- 
wise distended,  not  being  touched  by  the  incisions.  The  abdominal 
cavity  also  contained  a  quantity  of  fluid,  which  amounted  to  at  least  two 
pints.  This  fluid  was  of  a  turbid,  yellowish  color,  and  had  oil  floating 
on  its  surface.  The  presence  of  oil  immediately  suggested  a  perforation 
somewhere  in  the  stomach  or  bowels,  and  a  very  slight  examination 
showed  such  was  the  fact,  and  that  the  stomach  was  the  organ.  Along 
the  lesser  curvature  of  the  stomach,  about  two  inches  from  the  termina- 
tion of  the  oesophagus,  there  was  a  circular  opening  about  the  size  of  a 
ten  cent  piece,  having  its  margin,  or  circumference,  smooth,  regular,  and 
thickened  ;  and  immediately  adjacent  to  and  above  the  perforation,  the 
whole  structure  of  this  part  of  the  stomach,  involving  all  its  coats,  was 
in  a  scirrhous  condition.  It  resembled  cartilage  in  appearance,  and  felt 
much  like  this  structure  under  the  knife.  This  scirrhous  alteration  was 
at  least  two  inches  in  extent,  and  one  inch  in  width.  Some  slight 
patches  of  inflammation  were  seen  in  one  or  two  points  of  the  stomach, 
or  its  interior,  with  which  exceptions  the  organ  was  otherwise  healthy. 

Intestines — Both  small  and  large,  presented  a  highly  inflammatory  con- 
dition, throughout  their  whole  extent,  upon  the  peritoneal  surface.  The 
redness  and  congestion  was  very  great,  and,  in  the  most  depending  parts, 
of  a  livid  hue. 

The  'peritoneum  lining  the  walls  of  the  cavity,  and  the  omentum  ma- 
jus  especially,  showed  equally  this  inflammatory  state  with  the  intestines. 

hiver — presented  rather  a  pale  and  anaemic  appearance. 

Ovaria. — Both  right  and  left  ovaria  were  covered  with  hydatids. 
Both  were  in  a  state  of  engorgement  ;  and  both  had  perforations  open- 
ing into  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  perforation  in  the  right  was  so 
large,  that  it  would  readily  admit  a  small-sized  playing  marble  into  the 
cavity  to  which  it  conducted.  Chest  and  head  not  examined,  as  the 
cause  of  death  seemed  fully  evident  without  going  further. 

Remarks. — This  case  is  peculiarly  interesting — personally  to  the  hus- 
band, as  it  satisfactorily  relieved  him  of  all  suspicion — and,  we  think, 
most  especially  interesting  to  the  medical  profession,  as  it  seems  to  involve 
the  following  point  for  reflection  and  more  careful  diagnosis.  The  point  is 
this — a  fatal  alteration  of  structure,  gradually  going  on  for  a  long  time  la 
the  coats  of  the  stomach,  under  the  form  of  a  scirrhous  ulceration,  whose 
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symptoms  were  habitually  masked  by  the  symptoms  of  colic,  were  treated 
as  such,  and  always  with  apparent  relief.  It  should  be  stated,  that  the 
patient  almost  always  had  a  slight  uneasiness  in  the  abdomitial  region, 
not  sufficient,  however,  to  require  any  particular  treatment,  till  during 
her  more  violent  attacks,  which,  as  just  stated,  were  generally  promptly 
relieved  by  the  ordinary  treattnent  lor  colic. 

Not  long  since,  we  reported  a  case  of  insidious,  fatal  and  unsuspected 
inflammation  (till  too  late  to  correct  it),  also  masked  by  all  the  usual 
symptoms  of  colic.  A  serious  question,  then,  seems  to  present  itself — Is 
it  possil)le  that  real  inflammation,  in  which  the  vascular  capillary  system 
is  essentially  concerned,  can  be  so  overwhelmed  by  a  predominant  ner- 
vous action  as  to  defy  detection  ?  The  two  cases  we  have  had  the  op- 
portunity of  seeing  and  reporting,  seem  to  affirm  the  fact,  and  to  show 
the  almost  impossibility  of  a  sufficiently  early  diagnosis  to  save  the  case. 
They  also  show  the  great  and  pressing  necessity  of  physicians  turning 
their  attention  more  particularly  to  the  real  nature  and  character  of  colic, 
and  tliat  they  should  more  frequently  suspect  it  under  a  mask  than 
otherwise,  and  that  mask  most  commonly  hiding  a  present  and  dangerous 
inflanimation,  which  is  stealthily  though  certainly  going  on. 

But  another  very  important  reflection  suggests  itself  from  these  cases. 
Do  they  not  seem  to  confirm,  very  strongly,  the  idea  of  Bichat,  that  the 
capillary  and  general  circulating  systems  are  independent  the  one  of  the 
other?  We  mean  (of  course)  so  far  only  as  any  other  organ  or  system 
may  be  said  to  be  independent  of  each  other,  seeing  that  all  parts 
of  the  body  are,  more  or  less,  related  with  and  dependent  upon  one 
another.  We  say  that  the  independence  of  the  two  systems  seems 
clearly  confirmed  by  the  pathological  slate  of  the  two  cases  allnded  to — 
for  intense  inflammation  existed  in  the  capillaries,  while  the  pulse  show- 
ed no  deviation  from  the  healthy  action  of  the  heart  and  arteries. 

In  the  case  of  perforation  of  the  stomach — the  whole  contents  of  this 
organ,  together  with  the  oil  administered  on  the  day  of  death,  having 
found  an  easy  passage  out  into  the  abdominal  cavity,  it  seems  unneces- 
sary to  state,  very  readily  explains  the  intense  inflammation  presented  by 
the  intestines  and  peritoneum,  together  with  the  extreme  pain  that  was 
endured.  Yours,  very  respectfully, 

Baltimore,  Md.,  July  25,  1848.  W.  R.  Handy. 


IMPERFECT  GESTATION. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  following  case  has  been,  to  me,  one  of  some  interest.  I  will  detail  it 
in  as  few  words  as  possible,  and  if  you  think  it  will  afford  any  to  your 
readers,  and  is  worthy  a  place  in  your  Journal,  please  insert  it. 

Mrs.  H.  K.  L.,  aet.  33,  the  mother  of  two  children,  but  the  subject  of 
two  abortions  within  the  space  of  three  years,  first  came  under  my  ac- 
quaintance in  January,  1848.  She  reported  herself  as  pregnant,  was  in  the 
enjoyment  of  comfortable  health,  and  continued  so  until  the  fifth  month 
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before  anything  peculiar  was  noticed  in  her  case.  The  usual  develops 
ments  took  place — the  uterus  seemed  about  the  natural  size  at  this  stage 
of  gestation,  but  quickening  had  not  yet  taken  place.  As  a  matter  of 
course,  the  patient  became  somewhat  anxious,  and,  a  few  weeks  after- 
wards, the  same  state  of  things  continuing,  came  to  me  for  advice  and 
counsel,  Tliinking  that  an  examination  was  demanded,  it  was  proposed 
and  permitted.  The  abdominal  muscles  were  found  very  flaccid,  and 
through  them  the  uterus  could  be  felt  with  much  distinctness,  expanded 
and  reaching  to  the  umbilicus,  but  lying  in  the  abdomen  like  a  dead 
weight,  and  rolling  from  side  to  side  with  the  motions  of  the  body.  She 
said  she  was  growing  smaller  every  day- — had  not  felt  the  "  tumor  "  in 
the  bowels  till  within  a  few  days.  She  was  troubled  with  slight  chills 
and  coldness  of  the  extremities,  but  considered  herself  "  pretty  well." 
Having  satisfied  myself  that  the  ^' tumor"  was  the  uterus  impregnated, 
1  advised  her  to  avoid  medication  and  let  nature  do  her  own  work.  She 
passed  through  the  full  term  of  gestation,  and  although  husband  and 
friends  had  pronounced  her  fully  recovered  from  "  tumor  "  and  preg- 
nancy," was  delivered  of  a  foetus  at  the  expected  time.  It  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  had  about  four  months  growth  as  it  regarded  size ; 
but  its  external  appearance  was  like  an  anatomical  preparation  long  pre- 
served in  alcohol.  There  were  no  signs  of  putrefaction,  but  evidences 
satisfactory  to  my  mind  that  life  had  become  extinct  months  before  its 
birth. 

Queries. — Are  not  such  cases  of  rare  occurrence  in  the  experience 
of  the  profession  ?  Can  we  imagine  a  semi^exisience  that  should  keep 
the  foetus  thus  long  from  putrefaction  ?  H,  D.  R. 

Essex  Co.,  K  Y.,  My,  1848, 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    AUGUST   2,    18  4  8. 


Ship  Fever.— '^'^  This  disease  is  unusually  fatal  this  summer.  Such  is 
the  case  here  and  elsewhere.  There  are  not  rnnny  cases  in  this  city,  but 
of  the  sick  a  great  proportion  die.  An  Irish  family  of  fourteen  persons 
arrived  here  last  month  from  Canada.  Some  ten  days  ago  the  ship 
fever  broke  out  among  them,  and  they  were  removed  to  the  pest  house. 
Eight  of  the  number  have  since  died,  and  several  of  the  remainder  are 
sick.    One  is  expected  not  to  recover." 

The  above  intelligence  is  from  Rochester,  N.  Y.  In  the  port  of  Boston, 
where  emigrant  vessels  are  constantly  arrivinsf,  the  improvement,  upon 
last  season,  is  of  the  most  gratifying  character.  In  fact,  the  cases  arriving 
from  sea  are  comparatively  few,  and  principally  confined  to  American  ves- 
sels ;  while  British  ships,  constituting  a  majority  of  those  bringing  immi^ 
grants,  scarcely  exhibit  a  solitary  patient,  and  did  not  even  in  the  hottest 
days  of  July.  It  is  morally  certain  that  the  severe  sanitary  measures 
adopted  by  masters  of  foreign  vessels,  is  the  true  course,  since  their  method 
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of  governing  on  the  vogage  secures  a  continuance  of  the  degree  of  health 
•with  which  they  embarked. 

That  the  ship  fever,  as  exhibited  on  shipboard,  is  due,  mainl}',  to  the  de- 
teriorated atmosphere  of  the  hold,  is  not  to  be  questioned.  It  is  surprising 
to  see  the  accumulations  of  filth,  in  a  single  day,  throughout  the  interior  of 
an  emigrant  vessel — to  notice  the  unwillingness  of  the  passengers  to  remove 
a  single  olfensive  particle  of  filth,  even  from  their  own  berths,  unless 
driven  to  it  by  fear  of  the  officers.  A  common  kind  of  discipline  is  to  de- 
prive them  of  water  in  the  morning  till  the  hold  is  thoroughly  cleansed,  by 
sweeping,  washing  and  airing.  But  repeated  instances  have  been  pointed 
out  to  us,  where  they  have  sufTered  as  long  as  their  physical  strength  would 
endure,  before  complying  with  a  request  so  reasonable  as  that  of  making 
themselves  comfortable.  Smoking  the  hold  with  the  vapor  of  tar,  daily, 
and  thus  actually  driving  the  passengers  on  deck,  has  succeeded  very 
well,  among  other  contrivances,  for  keeping  the  apartments  below  deck 
in  a  condition  to  support  life.  Of  all  the  spirit-wearing  duties  belonging 
to  humanity,  the  management  of  an  emigrant  ship,  freighted  with  two  or 
three  hundred  ignorant,  careless,  half-fed,  and  politically  oppressed  Euror 
pean  steerage  passengers,  is  the  most  vexatious.  Those  ship  masters  only 
who  manifest  the  most  determined  activity  in  enforcing  their  rules  in  re^ 
gard  to  personal  cleanliness  on  the  voyage,  are  successful  in  landing  their 
charge  in  safely  and  health  in  American  ports.  If  a  relaxation  of  dis- 
cipline is  allowed  in  a  single  instance,  there  is  no  way  of  successfully  ob- 
viating the  nuisance  afterwards,  and  disease  and  death  are  the  inevitable 
accompaniments. 

'Under  the  operations  of  the  new  law,  successfully  carried  through  Con^ 
gress  by  Mr.  Grinnell,  of  Massachusetts,  the  scourge  that  has  swept  thou» 
sands  on  shipboard  to  a  premature  grave,  will  be  much  abated.  Vessels 
cannot  now  be  as  crowded  with  human  beings  as  they  have  been,  to  the  dis- 
grace of  the  nation  which  drives  its  inhabitants  in  such  numbers  to  the 
new  world  as  to  constitute  an  unparalleled  epoch  in  the  history  of  civiliza- 
tion. Ventilation,  food  of  a  better  qualit^^  and  conveniences  altogether  su- 
perior to  any  known  to  the  modern  trade  of  transportation,  are  required  by 
the  new  act.  We  are  fully  expecting  that  the  expensive  hospital  establish- 
ments, which  were  hastily  organized  for  the  temporary  accommodation  of 
the  miserable,  sickly  creatures  who  have  been  thrown  upon  the  charities 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  seaboard,  will  lose  their  distinctive  importance, 
and  finally  be  discontinued.  If  this  happy  idea  is  realized,  it  will  prove 
conclusively  that  wise  legislation  is  as  necessary  for  the  health  of  a  corny 
munity,  as  for  the  political  rights  of  the  people. 


Sectarianism  in  Medicine. — From  the  New  York  Observer  of  July  24th, 
the  following  paragraph  is  taken  ; — 

"  The  Freeman's  Journal  of  last  week  (Bishop  Hughes's  paper)  advises 
its  readers,  as  the  only  safe  rule,  to  '  employ  none  other  as  a  physician 
than  a  man  who  is  a  Catholic  and  who  attends  to  the  duties  of  his  re^ 
ligion.'  Had  any  protestant  press  recommended  such  a  practice,  we 
should  have  heard  loud  cries  of  intolerance  and  persecution." 

It  is  very  common  in  New  England  to  practise  upon  a  similar  system. 
We  know  practitioners  w^ho  have  the  patronage  of  certain  orthodox  socie- 
ties, and  others  who  prescribe  almost  exclusively  for  the  Baptists,  or  Uiiiia* 
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rians.  In  fact,  very  many  have  decided  upon  establishing  themselves  in  a 
particular  town  or  village,  because  thev  relied  upon  the  sectarian  influence 
that  would  be  exerted  in  their  favor.  If  Catholics  are  doing  the  same  thing, 
which  is  probably  customary  where  laroe  numbers  of  that  communion  re- 
side, they  but  pursue  a  course  that  has  been  followed,  but  without  any 
very  good  reason,  among  other  denominations.  Whenever  the  spirit  of 
sectarian  exclusiveness  is  carried  so  far  that  a  physician  of  a  different  creed 
cannot  be  tolerated  on  account  of  his  religious  belief,  however  elevated  his 
moral  position,  or  skilful  his  practice,  men  of  common  seuse  will  be 
very  likely  to  rebuke  it, — and  more  will  be  lost  by  bigotry  than  by  the 
freest  toleration.  Physicians  ought  not,  nor  do  they,  we  believe,  ever 
allow  their  predilections  for  patients  of  one  faith  over  those  of  another  to 
influence  them,  when  called  to  the  bed-side  of  a  patient.  If  people  who 
seek  their  advice  and  services  choose  to  employ  those  who  harmonize  with 
them  in  matters  of  religious  opinion,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  others,  there 
can  be  no  strong  objection  to  it,  in  this  free  country,  although  it  is  very 
certain  that  in  carrying  this  doctrine  of  exclusion  to  its  fullest  extent,  some 
very  stupid  and  ignorant  fellows  will  have  excellent  business. 


New  Medical  College  i7i  Kentucky. — Through  various  channels  it  comes 
to  us,  that  another  medical  school  is  contemplated  in  Kentucky ;  and,  fur- 
ther, that  Louisville  is  the  locality  fixed  upon.  An  application,  it  is  said, 
was  made,  or  is  about  to  be  made,  to  the  legislature,  for  a  charter.  If  the 
petitioners  succeed,  there  will  be  no  excuse  for  not  having  well  educated 
physicians  in  that  commonwealth,  as  those  who  will  have  chairs  in  the  in- 
stitution must  not  be  second  rate  men.  The  Medical  College  which  has 
been  many  years  established  in  the  city  of  Louisville,  exercises  a  wide^ 
spread  influence  in  the  West,  and  there  must  be  an  uncommon  concentra- 
tion of  talent,  learning,  skill  and  tact  for  lecturing  in  the  forthcoming  facul- 
ty, to  sustain  a  new  school  under  the  eaves  of  the  old  one.  But  as  com- 
petition tends  to  the  development  of  the  resources  of  genius,  we  may  anti- 
cipate a  brilliant  light  of  science  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  that  will  shine 
with  increasing  splendor  through  ages  yet  to  come. 


Accommodations  for  the  Lisane.-^''  The  memorial  of  Miss  Dix,  pre^ 
sented  to  the  Senate  recently,  asking  an  appropriation  of  land  for  an  asy- 
lum  for  the  incurable  insane  poor  in  the  United  States,  has  not  been  acted 
on  yet.  The  benevolent  proposition  originates  with  this  eminent  benefac- 
tress of  that  unfortunate  class,  and  is  truly  worthy  of  the  consideration  of 
Congress.'' 

Should  Congress  legislate  on  this  subject  ?  Asylums  are  now  quite 
numerous  in  the  States,  and  gradually  increasing,  and  it  seems  legitimately 
to  belong  to  them  to  provide  for  the  unfortunate  lunatics  within  their  own 
territorial  jurisdiction.  Should  the  government  assume  the  responsibility 
of  creatino"  an  establishment  for  the  class  referred  to  in  the  memorial,  pro- 
digious efforts  would  be  made  to  empty  local  hospitals  into  the  great  na- 
tional reservoir  of  insanity.  So  well  do  towns  and  corporations  understand 
practical  economy,  that  the  more  they  could  slide  off'  of  their  hands  on  to 
the  United  States,  the  better,  as  it  would  relieve  them  of  a  poriion  of  taxa- 
tion,   Hov/ever  conimendable  the  philanthropic  e:?ertions  of  Miss  Dix  may 
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be  considered,  and  we  honor  her  for  untiring  manifestations  of  christian 
regard  for  those  who  are  bereft  of  reason,  whose  cause  slie  is  unceasingly 
pleading,  we  are  fully  persuaded  that  no  such  provision  as  she  contem- 
plates in  the  petition,  is  either  constitutional  or  necessary.  If  there  are 
soldiers  or  sailors  who  have  lost  their  reason  while  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  it  would  devolve  upon  Congress  to  make  ample  provision  for  their 
comfort;  but  to  create  a  mammoth  hospital,  into  which  the  States  might 
send  their  incurable  insane,  would  soon  become  an  instrument  with  adroit, 
designing  politicians,  for  disturbing  rather  than  quieting  the  peace  of  the 
country. 


Philosophy  and  Claims  of  Hommopathy.^k  popular  lecture  by  L.  D. 
Fleming,  M.D.,  on  the  subject  of  homeopathy,  presents  a  digest  of  many 
of  the  absurdities  connected  with  the  progress  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
which  are  arrayed  as  proofs  that  opposition  to  homoeopathy  may  also  be 
one  of  these  professional  absurdities.  For  example,  Harvey  lost  both  repu- 
tation and  business  in  consequence  of  discovering  the  circulation  of  the 
blood.  Pare  invented  the  present  method  of  tying  arteries  in  amputation, 
instead  of  plunging  the  bleeding  stump  into  a  kettle  of  boiling  pitch.  He, 
too,  was  nearly  ruined  by  his  professional  brethren,  for  an  innovation  upon 
the  good  old  styptic  processes  which  had  become  venerable  by  age.  The 
first  physician  who  prescribed  cantharides  internally,  was  thrown  into  pri- 
son by  a  warrant  from  the  President  of  the  College  of  Physicians.  Dr. 
Jenner's  persecutions,  in  consequence  of  introducing  vaccination,  belong  to 
modern  history,  and  therefore  require  no  elucidation.  In  short,  it  has  been 
the  fate  of  discoverers,  according  to  Dr.  F.,  in  the  learned  but  uncertain 
science  of  medicine,  to  have  been  objects  of  hatred,  distrust  and  fiendish 
annoyance  to  those  who  belonged  to  the  profession  of  medicine,  and  who 
professed  to  be  inlluenced  by  unbounded  benevolence  in  ministering  to  the 
sick  and  afHicted. 

Now  we  have  invariably  felt  perfectly  good  natured  towards  these  gen- 
tlemen homffiopathists,  who  would  fain  have  all  the  outside  barbarians  be- 
lieve they  are  wickedly  and  shamefully  maltreated  by  the  old  school  phy- 
sicians. And  that  is  not  all.  In  the  fulness  of  our  liberality,  we  would  not 
only  listen  patiently  to  all  they  have  to  say,  but  gladly  avail  ourselves  of 
any  blessings  which  may  be  at  their  disposal.  There  is  no  kind  of  paral- 
lelism, however,  between  their  condition  and  the  condition  of  Ambrose 
Pare,  Harvey,  Groenvelt  and  Jenner.  They  actually  discovered  some- 
thing; while  these  latter-day  medical  saints  stand  upon  the  baseless  sha- 
dow of  a  vision,  and  yet  are  perpetually  courting  persecution  that  they 
may  die  niartyrs.  We  are  open  to  conviction,  and  stand  ready  to  embrace 
all  that  is  claimed  for  homoeopathy,  the  moment  our  understanding  is 
convinced  ;  but  thus  far,  in  our  humble  opinion,  the  imagination  and  a 
carefully-resfulated  diet  have  accomplished  all  that  the  most  successful 
disciple  of  Hahnemann  can  justly  claim  as  the  result  of  his  practice. 


Registration  of  Deaths. -^'^  Regulations  and  statistical  nosology,  compris- 
ing the  causes  of  death,  alphabetically  arranged,  for  the  purposes  of  the 
registration  office,  in  Great  Britain."  This  is  an  interesting  and  compact 
pamphlet,  the  system  of  which  might  be  copied  to  great  advantage  in  this 
country.    The  Registrar-General,  George  Graham,  Esq.,  has  arranged 
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diseases  with  reference  to  obtaining  every  shade  in  the  symptoms  of  a  fatal 
termination  of  sickness,  so  that  the  physician  has  nothing  more  to  do  than 
refer  to  his  printed  nomenclature — and  when  he  recognizes  the  term  ex- 
pressive of  the  cause  of  the  patient's  death,  transmit  it  to  the  proper  officer, 
and  thus  a  system  of  registration  is  accompHshed,  of  the  highest  A^alue  to 
science  and  humanity.  There  seems  to  be  an  unaccountable  repugnance 
in  New  England  to  facilitate  these  inquiries,  and  hence  legislation  is  inope- 
rative, and  will  continue  so  till  an  enlightened  public  sentiment  more  gene- 
rally prevails  on  the  subject. 


Etherization  in  Childbirth. — A  volume,  illustrated  by  five  hundred  and 
thirty  cases,  by  Walter  Channing,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  announced  some 
months  since,  as  in  a  state  of  preparaiion,  is  now  passing  through  the 
press,  and  w^iil  soon  be  published. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  negro  died  recently  in  Virginia,  at  the  age  of 
117,  having  never  been  sick  a  day. — Dysentery  is  becoming  extensively 
prevalent,  and  has  its  origin,  in  a  measure,  in  the  use  of  new  and  imper- 
fectly ripened  fruits.  At  Chicopee,  Mass.,  bowel  complaints  have  as- 
sumed an  alarming  form — four  persons  having  died  in  the  same  house. — 
Dates  up  to  July  1st  have  been  received  from  St.  Petersburg — giving  the 
following  statistical  account  of  the  progress  of  the  cholera  to  that  period. 
Intelligent  persons  appear  to  have  confidence  in  the  resources  of  medicine, 
and  the  general  alarm  is  evidently  subsiding  : — Kemainincf  sick  from  last 
bulletin,  1459  ;  new  cases,  719;  cured,  41  ;  dead,  356.  The  disease  has 
manifestly  less  mtensity  this  year  ;  it  is  more  easily  avoided,  and  the 
cures  are  more  numerous.  The  victims  are  among  the  poorer  classes,  who 
will  not  abstain  from  green  fruits  and  vegetables. — One  person  dies  every 
nine  minutes,  a  victim  to  intemperance;  in  Great  Britain,  says  a  late  publi- 
cation.— ]\Ir.  Burdell's  Tobacco  and  Health  Almanac  for  1849,  is  an  anomaly 
in  literature  as  well  as  science.  He  re-heralds  the  old  Grahamite  folly, 
that  salt  ought  not  to  be  used,  and  he  reiterates  the  doctrine  of  Mr.  Dou- 
bleday,  that  persons  living  on  a  low  diet,  propagate  their  species  more  suc- 
cessfully than  the  full  fed.  All  this  is  in  keeping  with  the  bran-bread  ar- 
guments once  much  relished  in  New  England. — The  University  of  Prague 
has  conferred  the  honorary  title  of  academic  doctors  (probably  answering 
to  our  LL.D.)  on  several  foreign  scientific  men,  amongst  whom  we  find 
Berzelius,  Humboldt,  Liebig,  Grimm,  Hermann,  Arago,  Brown,  Drs.  Fara- 
day and  Buckland,  &;c. 


Makried,— John  W.  Welch,  M.D.,  of  New  Hartford.  Conn.,  to  Miss  E.  M.  Bell. 


Died,— In  Pawtucket,  Mass..  Dr.  James  M.  Kennedy,  2G.— At  Burlington,  N.  J.,  Dr.  N.  W. 
Cole,  72,  a  leading  physician  of  the  place  for  fifty  years. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  tiie  week  ending  July  29th,  101 — Males,  42 — females,  59. — 
Stillborn.  3.  Of  consumption.  9 — disease  of  the  bowels,  28 — dysentery,  13 — cholera  morbus,  1 — 
cholera  infantum,  8 — typhus  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  2 — bilious  fever,  1 — smallpox,  2 — disease 
of  the  heart,  2 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — infantile,  6 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — ery- 
sipelas, 2 — teething,  4 — convulsions,  2 — accidental,  2 — canker,  1 — burns,  1 — sudden,  1 — apo- 
plexy, 1 — hooping  cough,  1 — marasmus,  2 — cancer,  2— palsy,  1 — drowned,! — croup,  1. 

Under  5  years,  61 — between  5  and  20  years,  8 — between  20  and  40  years,,  16 — between  40 
»nd  60  years,  8 — over  60  ^^ears,  8. 
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Hypochondria  Politica  in  Germany. — Dr.  Bruck,  of  Osnaburg,  h:is  just 
published,  in  Casper's  Wochensckrift,  a  very  interesting-  paper  under  the 
above  title.  The  doctor  gives  a  vivid  description  of  the  morbid  effects  of 
the  recent  violent  political  commotions  in  Prussia  on  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  population,  which  he  contends  had  been  previously  the  subjects  of 
a  kind  of  epidemic  anaemia.  In  such  constitutions  late  events  had  engen- 
dered a  hypochondria  nervosa,  the  result  of  the  reflex  action  of  violent 
emotions  on  diii'erent  parts  of  the  economy.  The  principal  symptoms  were, 
great  paleness,  anxious  countenance,  restlessness,  and  the  skin  inclined  to 
constant  moisture  ;  cold  extremities,  diarrhoea,  thirst,  and  white  tongue. 
Appetite  bad,  except  when  excited  by  a  stimulating  diet  ;  propensity  for 
ardent  spirits  ;  copious  discharge  of  pale  urine  in  women,  stoppage  of  the 
menstrual  flux,  increase  of  fluor  albus,  want  of  sleep,  oppressive  dreams, 
and  general  emaciation.  Dr.  Bruck  adds  a  few  reflections,  among  which 
we  extract  the  following: — "  Twenty-one  years  ago  I  mentioned,  in  a  me- 
moir on  psychical  medicine,  that  the  numerous  cases  of  hypochondria  in 
our  country  among  the  higher  and  middle  classes,  were  mainly  owing  to 
the  want  of  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  the  total  absence  of  a  co-operation 
between  the  citizens  and  the  state.  It  is  now  evident  thai  I  was  right,  for 
the  peculiar  effects  which  the  late  political  changes  have  produced,  and 
from  the  nervousness  with  which  we  watch  the  events,  prove  that  we  have 
become  more  or  less  hypochondriacal.  We  are  afraid  of  public  life  ;  all 
news  of  a  political  nature,  which,  amongst  more  advanced  nations,  are 
quietly  discussed,  has  with  us  an  immediate  effect  on  the  ganglionic  sys- 
tem, frightens  and  unnerves  us  ;  the  appetite  disappears,  sleep  is  disturbed, 
and  the  train  of  symptoms  above  mentioned  make  their  appearance." — Lon- 
don  Lancet. 


Lamps  withou'.  Smoke. — As  it  is  notorious  that  the  gases  resulting  from 
the  combustion  of  lamp  oil  are  prejudicial  to  health,  we  are  induced,  in  a 
hygienic  point  of  view,  to  extract  from  the  Journal  de  Chimie  de  Medicale 
the  following  account  of  a  process  by  which  the  inventor  asserts  that  smoke 
is  avoided.  Make  a  saturated  solution  of  common  salt,  dip  your  wick  into 
it,  and  allow  it  to  dry  thoroughly.  Mix  afterwards  the  saline  solution  with 
oil,  taking  equal  parts  of  each;  agitate  briskly  for  some  time,  let  the  mix- 
ture rest  until  all  the  oil  has  risen  to  the  surface,  and  decani  the  latter, 
which  is  then  fit  to  be  used  with  the  wick  prepared  in  the  manner  above 
mentioned.  The  author  states  that  the  flame  is  more  brilliant,  and  that  it 
lasts  longer  than  that  produced  from  common  oil,  besides  giving  no  smoke. 
—lb. 


How  to  make  Leeches  Bite. — Dr.  Rennes,  of  Bergerac,  advises  that  the 
leeches  should  be  put  for  an  instant  into  very  weak  wine-and-water,  the 
better  for  being  a  little  warm,  just  before  applying  them  ;  no  sooner  are 
they  laid  on  the  part  than  even  the  most  sluggish  pierce  the  skin  instantly; 
those  even  that  had  been  for  a  short  time  before  used,  immediately  attach 
themselves.  In  the  Hotel  Dieu,  the  practice  is  to  wring  a  linen  cloth  out 
of  undiluted  wine,  and  wrap  the  leeches  in  it  for  a  few  moments. — Journal 
de  Medecine. 


An  Eastern  Fancy. — It  is  said  that  the  sultan  has  ordered  a  cask  of 
chloroform  for  the  use  of  the  seraglio.  Certain  people  suspect  that  this 
substance  is  likely  to  supersede  the  sack  and  string. — London  Lancet. 
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Gastrodynia. — Under  the  head  "  Cardlalgia,"  we  have  remarked,  that 
while  that  affection  more  particularly  signifies  pain  and  heat  of  stomach, 
accompanied  with  heart-bum  or  pyrosis,  gastrodynia  and  gastralgia  are 
but  synonymes  of  a  topical — that  is,  of  a  gastric  neuralgia,  in  which 
derangement  of  the  secretions,  as  indicated  by  a  furred  tongue,  &,c.,  or 
inflammatory  action,  as  shown  by  redness  of  tongue,  by  thirst,  tenderness 
at  the  epigastrium,  &ic.,  are  not  necessarily  or  even  usually  present. 
On  referring  to  my  notice  of  "  Cardialgia,"  I  observe  that,  owing  proba- 
bly to  an  omission  of  the  printer,  remarks  on  treatment  are  left  out.  I 
shall  accordingly  introduce  a  brief  reference  to  it  under  the  present 
kindred  head. 

It  is  needless  to  remark  that,  etymologically,  there  is  a  distinction  be- 
tween cardialgia,  gastrodynia  and  gastralgia  ;  that  the  first  means  strictly 
Aear^-pain  ;  the  two  last,  stomach-pain.  But  the  fact  is,  that  all  three 
are  not  rarely  applied  to  cases  of  uneasiness  at  or  near  the  epicardiac  re- 
gion, in  which  the  stomach  itself  is  either  not  afl^ected,  or  affected  only 
secondarily  and  subordinately.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  in  not  a 
few  cases  of  epigastric  uneasiness  the  seat  of  pain  is  not  in  the  stomach, 
but  probably  in  the  splanchnic  nerve,  while  even  yet  in  the  thorax,  or 
where  immediately  after,  having  passed  the  crura  of  the  diaphragm,  it 
forms  the  semilunar  ganglion  :  still  more  frequently,  there  is  reason  to 
believe  that  the  solar  plexus,  or  the  left  hepatic  plexus,  is  the  seat  of 
pain  supposed  stomachic.  On  other  occasions  the  upper  part  of  the 
pancreas,  or  the  intestinal  end  of  the  duodenum,  are  the  probable  seats. 

In  other  cases,  in  which  the  pain  is  unquestionably  in  the  stomach, 
and  owing  to  the  presence  there  of  irritating  secretions,  it  may  yet  hap- 
pen, and  happens,  indeed,  not  rarely,  that  these  secretions  are  not  of 
stomachic  origin,  but  regurgitations  from  the  duodenum,  liver  or  pan- 
creas— nay,  it  is  not  unlikely,  or,  at  least,  impossible,  from  the  first  or 
upper  part  of  the  jejunum.  Andral  mentions  cases  of  a  father  and  son, 
with  severe  cardialgia,  accompanied  with  vomiting,  caused  by  fatal  dis- 
ease of  the  pancreas. 
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Sucli  being  the  various  possible  origins  of  cardialgia  and  gastrodynla, 
it  is  evident  that  the  treatment  must  be  correspondingly  varied.  If  there 
is  heart-burn,  with  sour  eructations,  we  try  at  first  a  simple  antacid,  as  ten 
or  fifteen  grains  of  carbonate  of  potass,  In,  if  you  will,  two  or  three 
ounces  of  some  aromatic  water.  If  this  is  not  sufficient,  and  an  altera- 
tive alkali  is  indicated,  the  carbonate  of  magnesia  may  be  tried.  If  the 
tongue  is  suburral,  and  its  edges  red  ;  the  breath  heavy,  hot  and  foetid  ; 
the  bowels  irregular ;  the  urine  ,turbld  and  high  colored  ;  and  the  sto- 
machic uneasiness  rather  dull  than  acute,  but  constant — it  is  presumed 
that  the  gastric  mucous  surface,  probably  also  the  duodenal  and  jejunal 
mucous  membrane,  is  in  the  same  condition  as  that  of  the  tongue — sub- 
inflammatorlly  congested.  In  this  case,  if  the  patient  is  young  and  ple- 
thoric, the  treatment  is  simple.  The  compound  infusion  of  senna,  with 
the  sulphates  of  magnesia  or  potash,  until  the  tongue  cleans,  and  the 
stomach-pain  vanishes,  are  all  that  is  necessary.  • 

The  same  symptoms  may,  however,  occur  in  arthritic  and  rheumatic 
subjects  and  persons  considerably  past  middle  life.  Here  a  more  cau- 
tious treatment  is  required.  The  neutral  salts  are  to  be  avoided.  Ex- 
tract of  rhubarb  and  blue  pill  must  gently  correct  the  secretions,  and  pro- 
mole  excretion,  and  the  Infusion  of  senna  must  be  combined  with  that 
of  rhubarb  and  with  tincture  of  cardamoms,  or  the  compound  spirit  of 
horse-radish.  To  the  extract  of  rhubarb  and  blue  pill  I  have  often  seen 
advantage  from  the  addition  of  extract  of  colchicum,  in  such  proportions 
as  two  or  three  grains  of  rhubarb  plus  a  grain  and  a  half  of  blue  pill  and 
extract  of  colchicum  respectively. 

If  the  cardialgia  arises  from  the  ingurgitatlon  of  bile,  as  evinced  by 
extreme  nausea,  bitterness  of  taste  in  the  mouth,  and  bilious  retchings, 
we  ought  to  commence  with  the  induction  of  vomiting  (see  "  Emesis  " 
and  "Emetics  "),  and  thereafter  give  draughts,  composed  of  decoction 
or  infusion  of  taraxacum,  with  sulphate  of  magnesia.  This  last  measure 
is,  however,  only  to  be  resorted  to  if  the  stools  are  pale  and  inefficient, 
and  the  hepatic  region  full  and  tender;  for  in  this  case,  we  must  pre- 
sume that  the  hepatic  veins  are  congested,  and  require  to  be  stimulated 
to  evacuate  their  contents.  But  if,  along  with  bilious  vomiting,  there 
are  bilious  stools,  the  treatment,  after  the  emetic,  should  consist  of  little 
else  than  diluents,  and  should  be  conducted  on  the  principles  stated  un- 
der the  head  "  CoHc-bilious,"  and  elsewhere.  If  the  bile  be  freely 
and  spontaneously  discharging  itself,  there  is  no  use  in  exasperating  the 
obviously  already  excited  liver  by  purgatives. 

If  the  cardialgia  is  flatulent,  draughts,  or  a  mixture,  composed  of  four 
or  six  drachms  of  the  compound  tincture  of  ammonia,  and  of  the  tinc- 
ture of  assafcetida,  respectively,  with  six  or  eight  ounces  of  the  compound 
infusion  of  senna,  will  dispel  the  cause. 

The  cardialgia  of  pregnancy  has  no  cure  but  parturition.  That  which 
is  owing  to  interrupted  menses  or  suppressed  hsemorrholds,  long  estab- 
lished, must  be  treated  by  leeches  applied  to  the  anus  or  groins,  by  hot 
pediluvia,  and  by  sufficient  hut  prudent  purging.  ("  See  "  Chlorosis  '*  and 
"  Emmenagogues.")    The  cardialgia  of  old  subjects,  if  plainly  traceable 
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to  suppressed  ha3morrlioids,  must  be  treated  promptly.  Aloes  must  be 
given  in  the  pur^^ative,  and  stinuilant  suppositories  inserted. 

Perhaps  tlie  two  last  kinds  of  cardialgia  ought  more  properly  to  be 
considered  as  cases  of  gastrodynia  or  gastralgia,  to  a  brief  notice  of  which 
we  now  proceed. 

We  have  stated  (rrbitrarily  it  may  be,  yet  conveniently  for  practice)  the 
distinction  between  cardialgiaon  the  one  hand  and  gastrodynia  or  gastralgia 
on  the  other,  to  consist  in  the  former  being  attended  with  more  or  less  in- 
flammatory irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  and  deranged  secretions ; 
the  latter  to  consist  simply  of  a  neuralgia,  in  which  the  tongue,  secretions, 
and  excretions,  need  not  be,  and  very  frequently  are  not,  deranged.  In 
short,  we  suppose  gastrodynia  to  be  a  local  idiopathic  neuralgia,  the  only 
symptom  of  which  is  pain,  and  for  which  there  is  no  appreciable  or  very 
probable  cause. 

In  such  cases  the  treatment  must  depend  on  the  temperament,  sex 
and  age  of  the  patient.  For  example,  in  exsanguine  subjects,  w^e 
would  give  bark  and  iron  ;  or  iron  and  some  aromatic  powder,  without 
sedatives  or  narcotics;  in  plethoric  subjects,  especially  if  young,  we  would 
order  restricted  diet  and  drink;  Seidlitz  powders  largely  diluted ;  or,  if 
accessible.  Seltzer  or  Vichy  water.  In  cases  neither  decidedly  exsan- 
guine or  the  reverse,  we  would  order  sedatives  or  narcotics,  now  with, 
and  now  without,  the  addition  of  vegetable  or  mineral  tonics.  Thus 
one  case  might  require  the  various  preparations  of  opium,  or  hyoscyamusj 
or  conium,  or  aconite  alone,  or  belladonna,  stramonium,  cannabis  Indica, 
or  hydrocyanic  acid  ;  another  would  require  one  or  other  of  these  com- 
bined, it  might  be,  with  quinine  or  chiretta ;  a  third  might  require  the  nar- 
cotics or  sedatives  in  conjunction  with  metallic  tonics,  as  nitrate  or  oxide 
of  silver;  sulphate  or  carbonate  of  iron  ;  sulphate  or  oxide  of  zinc; 
sulphate  or  ammonio-sulphate  of  copper;  the  trisnitrate  of  bismuth,  or 
the  cyanuret  of  gold. 

I  have  very  often  met  with  cases  in  which  gastrodynia  was  due  to 
smouldering  gout ;  a  fit  of  which  at  once  accounted  for  and  relieved  the 
stomachic  neuralgia.  In  cases  in  which  we  suspect  the  arthritic  diathe- 
sis, the  cautious  administration  of  extract  of  colcfiicum,  along  with  ex- 
tract of  rhubarb  and  blue  pill,  of  which  combination -doses  of  five  grains 
are  taken  twice  or  thrice  a-day,  will  often  relieve  the  gastrodynia,  and,  it 
is  to  be  presumed,  avert  an  attack  of  the  gout,  the  j^r5^  appearance  of 
which  is  always,  if  possible,  to  be  prevented,  though  after  it  has  ap- 
peared, it  is  sometimes  prudent  or  necessary  to  invite  its  attack. 

G astro- Enteritis. — Referring  the  reader  to  former  observations  under 
the  heads  "  Colic,"  "  Enteritis,"  and  Gastritis,"  1  proceed  to  make 
a  few  additional  remarks  on  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

Gastro-enteritis  seldom  comes  before  us  for  treatment,  except  in  a 
chronic  form,  and  as  the  result  of  chronic  causes.  We  have  not  un- 
frequently  acute  enteritis  ;  more  rarely  acute  gastritis ;  but  each  respec- 
tively is  usually  checked  before  the  inflammatory  action  has  proceeded  to 
the  other,  and  involved  the  whole,  or  the  greater  part,  of  the  digestive 
tube.    But,  when  the  gastritis  is  sub-acute  and  chronic,  it  often,  before 
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it  attracts  ruLicli  attention,  extends  to  the  duodenum;  thence  up  the  ductus 
communis  choledochus  pancfeaticus,  and  then  downward  along  the  jeju- 
num and  ileum,  even  to  the  caecum. 

The  diagnosis  of  gastro-enteritis  is  founded  on  the  existence  of  a  dull 
but  often  very  unbearable  uneasiness  in  the  stomach  and  hypogastrium, 
attended,  not  uncommonly,  with  a  feeling,  by  the  patient,  of  weiidit  and 
distention.  In  fact,  the  whole  abdomen  is  actually  tumefied  to  a  small 
extent,  from  vascular  plethora  in  the  gastro-enteric  mucous  membrane. 
Nay,  this  loaded  state  of  the  mucous  membrane  becomes  so  extreme 
that  haemorrhage  from  the  anus  occurs,  which,  as  it  invariably  relieves  the 
affection,  affords  us  an  important  indication  in  treatment. 

To  the  above  symptoms  may  be  added,  a  tenderness  on  pressure, 
though  seldom  very  acute,  over  the  whole  abdomen.  The  pulse  is 
usually  sliglitly  hard,  and  almost  always  accelerated.  The  tongue  is 
slightly  red  and  dry  ;  thirst  is  felt  ;  the  skin  is  hot  and  dry,  especially 
on  the  palms  of  the  hands  and  the  soles  of  the  feet.  The  appetite  is 
variable.  Chymification,  chylification,  and  defaecation,  are  attended  with 
more  or  less  uneasiness,  often  such  as  to  make  the  patient  exclaim. 
This  uneasiness  frequently  is  called  gripe,"  both  by  the  patient  and 
his  medical  attendant — and,  in  fact,  consists  in  the  morbidly  sensitive 
intestine  contracting  spasmodically  on  the  alimentary  or  faecal  mass,  which 
irritates  in  passing  its  tender  mucous  membrane,  and  provokes  the  action 
of  the  muscular  coat.  No  medical  man  of  even  the  most  moderate  prac- 
tical experience  will  confound  what  may  be  called  idiopathic  gastro-en- 
teritis  (the  kind  to  which  our  remarks  apply)  with  the  gastro-enteritis 
which  presents  itself,  associated  with  various  forms  of  fever,  typhus,  ty- 
phoid, hectic,  &:c.  Into  a  consideration  of  the  treatment  of  this  latter 
sort  it  is  not  our  design  here  to  enter,  for  it  comes  not  within  our  plan  ; 
since  it  would  require  us  to  enter  into  the  pathogeny,  pathology,  and 
therapeutics  of  fever. 

In  nineteen  out  of  twenty,  or,  perhaps,  I  should  say,  in  ninety-nine  out 
of  a  hundred  cases,  of  gastro-enteritis,  which  occur  in  the  middle  and 
upper  classes,  the  disease  is  owing  to  dietetic  indulgence  and  excess,  and 
cure  is  within  the  patient's  own  reach,  had  he  common  sense  and  self- 
denial.* 

Thus,  in  the  most  concise  manner,  and  avoiding  (as  I  have  incessantly 
sought  to  do  in  these  papers)  long-winded  refinements  of  classification, 
&:,c.,  I  have  endeavored  to  set  before  the  reader  a  practical  coup-d^ceil 
(so  to  speak)  of  gastro-enteritis.  With  the  details  of  treatment  I  shall 
be  equally  concise. 

As  has  been  remarked  under  the  notice  of  "  Enteritis,"  the  utmost 


*  It  is  amazing  how  often,  from  an  uncalled-for  mode  of  spiritualizing  Scripture,  instead  of  un- 
derstanding it,  a?/ piW  rfe /a /e^^re,  important  meaning  is  lost.  Tlius,  how  useful  in  therapeutics, 
and  to  dyspeptic  and  gouty  patients,  would  the  following  text  be,  if  literally  interpreted.  "  He 
that  keepeth  his  mouth,  keepeth  his  life  5  but  he  that  openeth  wide  his  lips  shall  have  destruc- 
tion." Proverbs,  xii.  3.  There  can  be  Httle  doubt  that  the  first  clause  of  this  verse  is  simply 
an  oriental  mode  of  expressing  temperance ;  the  last  clause,  a  description  of  gluttony  and  its 
consequences.  One  of  Luther's  tenets  was,  that  there  are  no  double  meanings  in  Scripture.  What 
a  mass  of  spiritualizing  commentary  would  this  theory  annihilate  ! 
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severity  in  diet  is  first  of  all  requisite,  and  this  severity  must  nex'er  be 
relaxed.  It  is  a  fact  that  the  process  of  cure  of  gastro-enteritis  is,  in  almost 
every  case,  as  chronic  as  has  been  the  formation  of  the  disease.  As 
Dr.  Prout  remarks,  in  regard  to  saccharine  diabetes,  tliat  he  has  seen  the 
apparent  amendment  obtained  by  months  of  careful  medicinal  and  die- 
tetic regimen  undone  in  an  hour  or  two  by  imprudent  indulgence  in  one 
or  two  sweet  peais,  so  we  frequently  witness  one  meal  of  stimulant  food 
and  drink  renew  the  gastro-enteric  irritation  which  had  been  seemingly 
all  but  completely  subdued  by  weeks  or  months  of  solicitous  and  skilful 
medical  treatment  and  carefully-regulated  diet.  It  is  true  that  the  gas- 
tro-enteritis of  old  and  cachectic  subjects  requires  some  concessions  ;  or, 
to  express  ourselves  more  accurately,  the  debility,  he,  of  such  subjects, 
and  the  increase  of  it  which  a  too  protracted  severity  of  diet  would  lead 
to,  induces  us  to  tolerate,  as  it  were,  and  to  treat  less  actively,  the  gas- 
tro-enteritis, on  the  principle  of  winking  at  a  less  evil,  in  order  to  war<i 
off  a  greater  ;  but  in  persons  about  or  under  middle  age,  and  of  consti- 
tution at  all  vigorous,  a  too  rigid  diet  is  scarcely  possible. 

In  the  cases  of  these  last,  wines,  spirits,  malt  liquors,  are  to  be  totally 
interdicted,  as  well  as  heating  condiments.  All  complexity  in  the  cook- 
ery of  food,  such  as  in  rich  sauces,  &z:c.,  is  objectionable.  Flesh  and 
fish  are  either  not  to  be  used  at  all,  or  most  sparingly,  and  only  boiled, 
broiled  or  roasted — not  stewed,  fried  or  baked.  In  many  cases  of  chronic 
sastro-enteritis,  a  diet  of  milk  and  farinaceous  articles  alone  has  sue- 
ceeded  in  subduing  the  irritation,  when  everything  short  of  this  mild  and 
soothing  food  had  fiiiled.  I  am  aware  there  are  disadvantages  attending 
a  milk  diet,  particularly  in  the  cases  of  those  who  have  not  been  used  to 
it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  always  accustomed  to  a  stimulating  animal  diet. 
With  such  persons  milk  occasions  an  almost  total  torpor  of  the  liver 
and  of  the  bowels.  This  effect  of  milk  is  rather  negative  than  posi- 
tive ;  nay,  the  torpor  of  the  liver  and  bowels,  in  such  cases,  may  be 
said  to  be  due  to  the  disuse  of  the  accustomed  stimulant  diet,  rather 
than  to  the  use  of  milk,  for  milk  has  nothing  positively  constipating. 
It  is  simply  altogether  unstimulating.  Hence  the  wonted  stimulus  of 
hio;h-seasoned  and  stronoj  food  on  the  duodenum  and  mouth  of  the  due- 
tus  communis  choledochus  not  taking  place,  the  liver  is  not  incited  to 
discharge  its  bile  as  usual  ;  and  the  same  cause  explains  the  remissness 
of  peristaltic  action  in  the  bowels  ;  and  these  effects  taking  place  just 
when  milk  has  begun  to  be  used,  they  are  attributed  to  it,  when,  in  re- 
ality, they  are  referable  to  the  abrupt  disuse  of  the  animal  and  stimu- 
lant diet  which  had  just  preceded  the  use  of  milk.  The  use  of  milk 
and  the  costiveness  are  merely  coincident  phenomena,  but  have  not  the 
relation  of  cause  and  effect.  After  a  continued  use  of  milk  diet,  the 
bowels  act  as  well  as  with  any  other. 

An  acidulous  diet  is  of  great  efficacy  in  many  cases  of  gastro-enteritis, 
I  have  no  doubt  that  the  supposed  cure  of  cases  of  phthisis  in  some 
parts  of  Switzerland,  the  Tyrol,  and  Germany,  by  what  is  called  the  cur^ 
de  raisins — that  is,  an  exclusive  diet  of  grapes — is  due  to  the  removal 
of  a  gastro-enteritis  which  had  induced  a  sympathetic  pulmonary  irritation. 
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An  acidulous  diet — by  which  is  meant  a  diet  com^irising  grapes,  raisins, 
apples  and  pears,  cooked  or  uncooked,  strawberi'ies,  ras|)berries,  rnuil)er- 
ries,  cherries,  when  respectively  in  season,  as  well  as  oranges,  pomegra- 
nates, he,  and  the  use,  as  drink,  of  cider  and  perry,  or  of  lemonade, 
or  of  claret,  if  a  wine  seems  necessary — such  diet  as  the  above  may  be 
most  safely  and  advantageously  ordered  in  all  cases  of  gastro-enteritis, 
except  the  following  :  persons  liable  to  ague  must  not  be  put  on  such  a 
diet,  as  it  would  ex|)ose  them  to  a  paroxysm  of  their  disease.  Neither 
must  persons  subject  to  chronic  rheumatism  be  so  dieted,  since  a  like  re- 
sult would  be  apt  to  follow  in  their  case  after  a  few  days  or  weeks. 
Chronic  arthritic  subjects  are  very  questionable  ones  for  such  a  diet. 
Lastly,  persons  liable  to  nephritic  irritation  from  uric  acid  must  not  em- 
ploy an  acidulous  diet.  Jn  chronic  gastro-enteritis,  the  medicinal  treat- 
ment is  secondary  to  the  dietetic.  We  cannot  more  emphatically  im- 
press on  the  mind  of  the  reader  our  opinion  of  the  importance  of  the 
latter. 

The  indication  in  gastro-enteritis  of  course  is  to  reduce  the  Irritation, 
byper?emia,  and  congestion  of  the  mucous  membrane.  We  effect  this 
by  the  separate  or  combined  use  of  refrigerants,  sedatives,  evacuants, 
alteratives. 

Among  the  first  are  ice  and  iced  fluids.  Small  bits  of  ice  may  be 
swallowed,  and  iced  water  freely  drank.  But  these  means  are  chiefly 
useful  in  gastritis,  since  their  good  efl^ects  do  not  extend  much  beyond 
the  duodenum.  Yet  by  abating  heat  and  hyperacmia  over  this  extent 
of  the  prima  via,  much  good  is  effected. 

It  may  be  a  question  whether  the  preparations  we  are  about  to  name 
next  should  be  ranked  under  the  head  of  refrigerants,  or  sedatives,  or 
evacuants.  VVit[)out  pretending  to  settle  this  point,  we  content  ourselves 
with  remarking  that  solutions  of  the  acetate,  nitrate,  and  bitartrate  of 
potass  in  distilled  water,  or  in  orange-flower  w-ater,  in  barley-gruel,  tea,  or 
any  similar  fluid,  will  be  found  serviceable. 

The  sedatives  we  recommend  in  gastro-enteritis  are  few.  The  prin- 
cipal are  hyoscyamus,  conium,  lactucca,  rarely  aconitum,  hydrocyanic 
acid,  sometimes  the  acetate  of  morphia.  These  need  be  administered 
only  occasionally,  often  not  at  all,  and  for  the  most  part  shou-ld  be  ex- 
hibited at  periods  from  two  to  five  hours  after  the  administration  of  doses 
of  the  two  kinds  of  medicines  presently  to  be  noticed. 

The  former  of  these  two  kinds  are  evacuants.  These  are  of  great  va- 
riety. It  would  be  presumed,  a  priori,  that  the  neutral  salts  would  be 
the  most  eligible  evacuants  in  the  treatment  of  gastro-enteritis  ;  but  so 
far  as  regards  the  sulphates  of  magnesia  and  potash,  I  have  not  found 
it  so.  Somehow  or  another,  these,  given  as  purgatives,  augment  the 
irritability  of  the  mucous  membrane,  while,  as  above  remarked,  the  ace- 
tate, &z;c.,  of  potass  in  minute  doses  lessen  it.  I  have  thought  that  this 
increase  of  irritability  of  the  mucous  membrane  by  the  neutral  salts  above 
named,  given  in  purgative  doses,  is  owing  to  their  denuding  that  membrane 
of  the  mucous  secretion  which  sheathes  it,  or  to  their  greatly  lessening 
the  spissitude  of  that  secretion,  in  consequence  whereof,  the  irritable  mem- 
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brane  is  exposed  naked  to  bile,  aliment,  faeces,  he.  ;  hence  the  griping 
which  these  salts  occasion. 

The  best  and  safest  aperient  in  gastro-enteritis  is  undoubtedly  castor 
oil.  The  next  are  sulphur  and  magnesia  with  mercury.  But  the  first- 
named  (castor  oil)  is  the  preferable  one.  Mercury  may  be  also  given 
as  a  |)urgative,  in  the  form  of  calomel.  It  undoubtedly  acts  satisfacto- 
rily, and  gives  relief;  but  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  when  there 
already  exists  a  tendency  to  ulceration  of  the  mucous  membrane,  or  if 
this  already  has  taken  place,  mercury  has  a  sinister  effect. 

In  chronic  gastro-enteritis,  alteratives  are  useful,  or  rather  one  alterative 
is  so.  This  is  ipecacuan,  given  in  small,  but  frequent  doses  during  a 
week,  fortnight  or  month.  This  substance  (and  the  same  remarks  apply 
to  squill  and  potassio-tartrate  of  antimony)  has  a  remarkable  property  of 
restoring  the  secretions  of  the  pulmonary  and  gastrin  mucous  membrane, 
and  reducing  the  heat  and  hypersemia  of  the  latter.  Every  one  must 
have  observed  the  immense  secretion  of  mucus  which  it  causes  when 
given  as  an  emetic,  and  the  almost  invariable  action  which  it  has  on  the 
bowels  soon  after,  in  tlie  production  of  mucous  stools.  Now,  given  in 
minute  doses,  it  produces  little,  though  more  moderate  effects.  And  as 
free  secretion  and  morbid  irritation  are  incompatible  conditions  of  a  mu- 
cous membrane,  it  follows  that  in  proportion  as  the  former  is  established, 
the  latter  disappears. 

We  have  only,  in  conclusion,  to  notice  depletion  by  the  extraction 
of  blood,  and  counter-irritation.  It  was  already  remarked,  that  occa- 
sionally the  hyperaemic  condition  of  the  mucous  membrane  in  gastro-en- 
teritis is  proved  by  a  haemorrhage  from  the  bowels,  which  a  sensible  re- 
lief always  follows.  This  fact,  as  well  as  other  pathological  considera- 
tions, indicate  the  advantage  of  sanguineous  depletion.  The  best  mode 
unquestionably  of  carrying  out  this  indication,  is  by  leeches  to  the  anus 
and  perinaeum.  They  may  also  be  applied  to  the  groins  ;  but  the  first- 
named  situation  is  decidedly  the  preferable.  If  the  affection  is  more  gas- 
tritic  than  enteritic,  then  the  epigastrium  and  right  hypochondrium  are 
the  parts  where  the  leeches  may  be  placed. 

As  regards  counter-irritation,  it  is  not  to  be  neglected.  Blisters  to  the 
epigastrium  and  abdomen  certainly  lessen  chronic  gastro-enteritis  :  but 
the  effect  is  circuitous,  and  hardly  in  proportion  to  the  severity  and  in- 
convenience of  the  means.  Turpentine  epithems  may  also  be  tried  as 
revulsives.  Sotnetimes,  also,  frictions,  widi  the  opium-and-soap  liniment, 
or  with  a  belladonna  liniment,  allay  irritation  in  cases  where  depletion  of 
all  kinds  is  hazardous,  as  in  subjects  chronically  arthritic,  old,  and  with 
diminished  vital  power. 


REMEDY  FOR  DYSMENORRHCEA. 

BY   H.  J.  HOLMES,  M.D.,    SPRING    RIDGE,  MISSISSIPPI. 

I  PROPOSE  to  offer  to  the  profession,  through  your  Journal,  a  most  excel- 
lent remedy  for  the  various  forms  of  dysmenorrhcea,  and  particularly  ap- 
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plicable  to  neuralgic  or  irritable  dysmenorrhcea.  In  doing  so,  it  will  not 
be  expected  that  I  will  give  a  lengthy  description  of  the  pathology,  na- 
ture and  treatment  of  the  disease,  inasmuch  as  my  views  are  already 
know  upon  this  subject.  Some  few  remarks  in  regard  to  the  use  of  the 
speculum,  and  the  impossibility  of  using  it  in  the  latter  form  of  the 
disease,  will  embrace  what  I  have  to  offer  at  present. 

Diseases  of  the  womb  have  become  so  common  now-a-days,  that  there 
are  but  few  practitioners  who  are  not  consulted  for  some  one  of  the  va- 
rious forms  to  which  the  uterus  is  subject.  By  some  these  affections  are  not 
properly  understood  ;  their  treatment,  therefore,  is  not  satisfactory  to  them- 
selves or  the  patient.  This  has  in  some  degree  arisen  from  the  decided  op- 
position to  the  use  of  the  speculum  in  exploring  the  vagina,  and  detecting 
the  various  diseases  to  which  females  are  subject.  That  an  examination 
is  not  more  often  submitted  to  by  ladies  is  owing,  in  a  very  great  degree, 
to  the  amount  of  prejudice  which  many  of  our  profession  manifest  when 
the  speculum  is  mentioned  by  one  who  is  accustomed  to  its  use,  and  who 
has  had  the  experience  of  treating  many  cases  of  uterine  disease.  We 
can  only  attribute  this  decided  opposition  to  the  fact,  that  we  imbibe 
prejudices  to  all  innovations  upon  established  customs,  and  without  in- 
vestigating the  subject  for  ourselves.  We  rush  blindly,  with  facts  staring 
us  in  the  face,  and  endeavor  to  throw  our  influence  in  the  scale  of  op- 
position, without,  perhaps,  giving  the  subject  a  moment's  reflection. 
Would  it  not  be  better,  where  we  see  a  new  idea  presented  to  our  notice, 
especially  if  it  comes  from  a  respectable  source,  to  give  it  a  hearing 
before  we  condemn  ?  When  such  men  as  Ash  well,  Duparque  and  Lis- 
franc  have  shed  so  much  light  upon  this  hitherto  obscure  part  of  thera- 
peutics, we  are  in  a  degree  surprised  to  see  the  opposition  manifested  by 
enlightened  members  of  our  profession,  who  cannot  be  ignorant  of  the 
value  of  such  examination,  and  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  a 
well-directed  course  of  treatment  locally  to  the  uterus.  To  remove  this 
prejudice,  it  is  necessary  for  those  who  are  devoting  their  time  and  atten- 
tion to  this  particular  class  of  diseases,  to  present  to  the  profession  facts 
and  evidence,  stating  the  efficacy  of  this  mode  of  treatment.  We  know 
that  ladies  have  a  natural  and  laudable  reluctance  to  the  exposure  of 
their  persons,  and  we  are  glad  to  see  it;  but  when  stern  necessity  drives 
them  to  submit,  it  requires  but  little  moral  courage  of  the  physician  to 
propose,  and,  by  a  proper  explanation  of  conducting  the  examination,  to 
secure  at  once  the  consent  of  the  lady.  With  all  the  objections  I  have 
heard  urged  by  ladies  against  the  use  of  the  speculum,  none  have  been 
so  great  but  a  few  moments'  conversation  has  convinced  them  of  the 
necessity  of  submitting,  and  many  have  regretted  that  false  delicacy 
should  have  deprived  them  of  the  great  benefit  of  this  treatment,  when 
so  much  suffering  has  attended  the  delay.  It  is  known  that  I  have  de- 
voted much  time  to  diseases  of  the  womb,  and,  as  far  as  my  experience 
and  observation  extend,  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that  we  cannot  dis- 
pense with  the  speculum,  if  we  wish  to  investigate  them  properly.  It 
has,  however,  been  my  misfortune,  after  obtaining  the  consent  of  the 
lady,  to  find,  that  the  introduction  of  the  instrument  gave  such  intense 
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pain,  spasms  of  ibe  womb,  and  this  succeeded  by  active  convulsions  of 
the  whole  muscular  system,  especially  in  neuralgic  or  irritable  dysmenor- 
rhcea,  that  1  have  been  compelled  to  abandon  its  use.  The  congestive, 
])lethoric  or  inflammatory  form  is  easily  managed  by  a  well-directed 
coui-se  of  treatment.  It  is  only  in  the  irritable  form  that  we  encounter 
so  many  difficulties,  and  which  heretofore  has  been  considered  incurable. 
That  others  have  met  with  such  cases,  and  that  we  may  meet  with  them 
again,  is  very  certain  ;  to  relieve  such  a  case  will  be  considered  a  great 
desideratum.  The  object  of  this  paper  is  to  throw  some  light  upon  this 
subject,  and  to  propose  a  remedy,  that  never  fails  to  relieve  pain,  and  if 
continued,  will  establish  the  j?enot?,  and  make  it  regular,  free  and  healthy. 
The  frequent  trials  I  have  made  with  it,  in  all  the  forms  of  dysmenor- 
rhoea,  and  particularly  in  the  neuralgic  or  irritable,  has  convinced  me 
that  it  acts  specifically  on  the  uterus,  in  relieving  pain  and  spasms  of 
the  womb,  increasing  the  flow,  dilating  the  canal,  and  permitting  coagula 
or  membranes  to  pass,  without  the  least  inconvenience  to  the  lady. 
These  pills  have  been  tested  fully  in  a  case  that  I  have  now  under 
treatment,  of  neuralgic  or  irritable  dysmenorrhoea.  which  has  been  ac- 
companied with  convulsions.  The  speculum  having  been  abandoned 
for  some  weeks,  induced  me  to  give  tfiem  a  thorough  trial  :  that  thev 
have  succeeded  most  admirably  in  arresting  all  pain  and  establishing  the 
discharges  to  a  free  and  healthy  quantity,  will  not  admit  of  a  doubt 
by  the  physicians  who  have  seen  the  case  from  time  to  time,  while  under 
treatment.  The  ulceration  in  the  canal  and  cavity  yet  remain  to  be 
healed  ;  to  relieve  which  I  intend  administering  the  chloroform,  and  while 
under  its  influence,  to  introduce  the  speculum  and  pass  the  caustic 
along  the  canal  to  the  cavity.  The  chloroform  has  been  repeatedly 
given  in  this  case  to  relieve  the  convulsions  ;  its  effect  has  been  plea- 
sant, and  at  the  same  time  speedily  quieting  the  system. 

A  full  detail  of  this  case,  with  several  others,  will  form  the  subject  of 
an  essay  for  the  ?sovember  number  of  the  New  Orleans  Journal. 

The  prescription  is  as  follows  : — R.  Gum  camphor,  5  ijss. ;  ext.  bel- 
ladonna, 5  ss.  ;  sulph.  quinine,  5  ss.    M.    Divide  into  eighty  pills. 

These  pills  are  to  be  taken  only  at  each  period,  and  at  the  commence- 
ment of  pain.  Dose — two  pills  every  hour  until  the  pain  ceases.  In 
extreme  cases  they  may  be  given  during  the  intervals  of  the  periods,  say 
one  pill  two  or  three  times  a-day.  No  bad  effect  will  result  from  their 
continued  use  for  months. — ^ew  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journaf. 


EXPERIMENTS  WITH  LEDOYEN'S  DISINFECTING  FLUID. 

[In  the  last  volume  of  this  Journal,  the  Reports  of  the  English  Metro- 
politan Sanitary  Commissioners  were  referred  to,  and  some  extracts  in- 
serted from  the  second  report.  Among  the  various  matters  taken  up  by 
the  Commissioners,  the  use  of  different  articles  proposed  as  disinfectants 
was  not  overloeked.    A  portion  of  the  evidence  collected  respecting  one 
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of  these  articles,  which  has  lately  been  introduced  among  us,  is  given 
below.    It  is  the  examination  of  R.  D.  Grainger,  Esq.,  F  R.S.] 

You  are  a  teacher  of  general  anatomy  and  physiology  in  St.  Thomas's 
Hospital  ? — I  am. 

The  study  of  the  action  of  physical  agents,  such  as  light,  air,  heat 
and  moisture  on  the  human  body,  forms  a  proper  part  of  your  depart- 
ment of  science  ? — It  does. 

Have  you  also  paid  attention  to  the  elTect  of  impure  air  in  producing 
excessive  sickness  and  mortality  ? — Yes,  I  have  done  so,  knowing  the 
vast  importance  of  the  question.  1  have  always  availed  myself  of  any 
opportunity  which  mi^iht  occur,  by  direct  inquiry  and  observation,  to 
ascertain  the  efc.t  upon  the  human  body  of  noxious  admixtures  with 
the  air,  or  of  noxious  air  or  atmosphere  ;  and  having  had,  1  may  say, 
some  experience  in  the  largest  towns  in  the  kingdom,  in  Manchester, 
Liverpool,  Birmingham,  Nottingham  and  London,  I  have  had  some 
means  of  forming  an  opinion  upon  the  subject. 

Have  you  studied  the  suhje(;t  of  disinfection  ? — Yes,  certainly,  as  to 
the  origin  of  infection,  and,  if  possible,  its  prevention. 

Did  you  not  make  an  official  report  upon  one  agent  of  so-called  dis- 
infection ? — i  did,  in  common  witli  two  other  gentlemen  to  whom  the 
question  was  referred  for  examination.  In  conjunction  with  them  I 
made  a  report  to  the  Government  upon  a  liquid  proposed  for  use  by  a 
French  chemist,  Monsieur  Ledoyen. 

You  first  examined  the  efiect  of  this  fluid  on  substances  already  in  a 
state  of  decomposition  ;  what  was  the  result  of  that  examination  ? — In 
order  to  test,  in  the  most  efficient  way,  the  action  of  this  liquid,  various 
vegetable  and  aniujal  substances  in  a  state  of  putrefaction  and  decom- 
position were  prepared,  such  as  decomposing  vegetables  and  putrid  fish, 
and  putrid  flesh  of  other  animals,  and  putrid  faeces,  the  discharges  of  the 
human  body,  which  had  been  preserved  in  a  moist  and  hot  atmosphere 
for  some  days,  in  readiness  for  the  experiment. 

Did  you  preserve  them  yourselves! — Those  were  prepared  expressly 
in  a  hot  and  moist  atmasphere.  The  Tujuid  of  Monsieur  Ledoyen  was 
then  applied  successively  to  these  various  matters,  and  in  each  case  the 
offensive  and  penetrating  stench  arising,  was  almost  upon  the  instant 
removed  as  soon  as  any  action  began  to  take  place  ;  this  was  most 
striking.  The  general  effect  seems  to  have  been,  to  remove  the  foetor 
of  putrefaction,  and  to  restore,  in  every  case,  the  original  smell  of  the 
matter,  whatever  it  might  be,  so  that  when  putrid  fish  was  used,  it  took 
away  the  highly-offensive  odor,  or  foetor,  leaving,  for  example,  the 
siTiell  of  boiled  fresh  mackerel.  With  reference  to  the  flesh  of  other 
animals,  it  took  away  the  foetor,  and  left  a  smell  of  an  oily  kind  of  cha- 
racter, the  smell  that  belongs  particularly  to  what  is  called  adipocire. 
Its  effect  was  immediate  and  certain,  and  observed  by  everybody  present, 
there  being  a  large  number  of  medical  men  and  others. 

Then  in  fact  tliis  fluid  did  not  absolutely  destroy  the  smell,  but  only 
removed  the  foetor  ? — It  removed  the  foetor,  the  special  smell  of  putre- 
faction, in  every  case. 
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In  these  cases  was  the  substance  covered  by  the  liquid,  or  to  what 
extent  ? — In  some  cases  the  pieces  of  the  substances  being  tested  were 
put  into  the  liquid,  dipped  into  it  ;  in  other  cases  the  liquid  was  poured 
upon  them  ;  but  some  were  immersed,  and  with  the  fjeces  it  was  poured 
in  and  stirred.  Tliere  were  many  other  experiments  subsequently  of  im- 
mediate contact  with  the  surface. 

In  some  cases  were  not  the  foetid  substances  simply  wrapped  in 
cloths  saturated  with  the  liquid  ? — There  were  some  pieces  that  were 
placed  in  wet  cloths  saturated  with  the  solution. 

Did  you  from  that  examination  find  this  fluid  to  be  possessed  of  any 
pecuhar  efficacy,  in  pjeventing  substances  from  undergoing  decay  and 
decomposition? — It  has  the  effect  of  retarding  decomposition  when  it  is 
applied  under  favorable  circumstances.  It  appeared  to  me  that  if  it  were 
applied  to  large  niasses  of  the  human  body  (for  instance,  to  the  arm) 
then  it  checked,  but  did  not  prevent,  decomposition. 

For  how  long  did  it  check  it? — I  may  mention  that  one  experiment 
was  this  : — a  fresh  extremity  of  a  human  body,  brought  for  the  purpose 
of  anatomy,  was  injected  with  this  liquid  into  the  bloodvessels,  and  that 
was  kept,  I  believe,  a  month — for  twenty  days,  at  all  events  ;  and  then 
it  was  examined,  and  it  was  found  to  be  preserved.  It  may  be  said 
decidedly  that  it  would  have  been  in  a  worse  condition  if  it  had  not 
been  injected  ;  it  was  preserved  to  a  considerable  extent,  but  it  had  not 
entirely  prevented  decomposition.  And  my  general  conclusion  from  that 
and  other  experiments  of  a  similar  kind  was,  that  it  does  act  like  various 
other  substances  in  retarding  decomposition,  but  that  there  are  other  sub- 
stances which  have  been  in  use  for  some  time  which  are  just  as  effec- 
tive for  that  purpose.  My  conviction  at  the  time  was,  that  it  might,  with 
other  agents,  be  useful  for  anatomical  purposes. 

But  not  possessing  any  special  or  striking  efficacy  for  that  purpose  ? — 
No,  not  striking,  but  that  it  might  be  useful  with  others. 

You  made  several  experiments  to  ascertain  the  effect  of  this  fluid  on 
night  soil  ;  will  you  state  what  you  regard  as  the  more  important  of  the 
results  obtained  upon  that  subject  ? — The  effect  of  the  liquid  upon  night 
soil  was  in  every  instance  without  exception  most  marked  and  im- 
portant. Various  experiments  were  tried  upon  night  soil  in  different 
states  of  putridity.  Upon  some  in  the  most  putrid  state,  giving  out 
the  most  offensive,  penetrating,  and  nauseating  fcetor,  and  in  every  in- 
stance, without  exception,  where  the  liquid  was  applied,  it  removed,  in 
an  instant,  as  soon  as  contact  was  made,  that  disgusting  odor ;  and  I 
was  particularly  struck  with  this,  and  so  was  every  person  who  saw  tliese 
experiments,  all  the  by-standers,  that  what  smell  remained  was  fixed,  and 
not  diffusible. 

It  did  not  remove  all  smell  ? — It  did  not  remove  all  sniell.  It  seemed 
to  reduce  the  night-soil  to  the  condition  of  night  soil  that  you  find  on 
the  road  side  in  the  country,  which  has  been  exposed  for  a  long  time 
to  the  air. 

And  even  that  smell  you  could  not  perceive  at  all  unless  you  went 
pretty  close  to  the  substance? — Yes.  I  perceived,  and  so  did  others, 
that  it  was  more  fixed  and  less  volatile.    Knowing  the  importance  of 
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this,  I  took  every  opportunity  of  asking  different  observers  of  various 
ranks  of  life,  who  were  present,  what  they  thought,  for  I  did  not  wish 
to  trust  entirely  to  my  own  impression,  and  their  opinion  in  every  case 
was,  that  not  only  was  offensive  odor  removed,  but  that  what  remained 
was  remarkably  fixed,  and  could  not  be  perceived  at  a  short  distance. 

How  did  you  mix  the  fluid  with  the  soil  ?  The  earlier  experiments 
consisted  in  mixing  the  liquid  with  the  night  soil  by  stirring. 

In  what  proportions  ? — In  one  case  this  quantity  was  applied  ;  there 
were  upwards  of  2240  pounds  of  night  soil,  to  which  were  added  eight 
pints  of  the  liquid. 

Did  you  know  anything  of  the  nature  of  the  composition  of  the  sub- 
stance before  you  took  it  in  hand  ? — 1  knew  it  the  day  that  the  first  ex- 
periment was  made. 

It  being  nitrate  of  lead,  do  you  know  the  strength  of  it  ? — I  am  not 
aware  of  the  exact  strength. 

In  the  case  which  you  have  now  been  describing,  the  fluid  was  inti- 
mately mixed  with  the  soil.  Did  you  make  any  experiments  with  the 
fluid  merely  poured  on  the  surface  of  the  night  soil  ? — Yes,  I  was  par- 
ticularly anxious  that  that  should  be  tried,  inasmuch  as  it  occurred  tome 
that  if  it  could  be  made  to  act  as  effectually  by  that  means  upon  the 
night-soil  as  it  had  been  done  by  admixture,  there  would  be  much 
facility  in  the  application  of  it  for  ordinary  use.  And  particularly,  it 
occurred  to  me  that  if  a  privy  was  about  to  be  emptied,  knowing  the 
horrible  nuisance  which  that  generally  causes,  it  would  be  a  great  com- 
fort to  families  and  to  the  neighbors  if,  by  the  liquid  being  previously 
poured  into  the  privy  by  the  servants,  or  by  one  of  the  nightmen,  some 
days  before,  the  foe  tor  could  by  that  means  be  removed.  It  would  of 
course  be  of  great  advantage  to  the  parties  concerned.  Therefore  that 
experiment  was  tried  at  my  suggestion,  and  in  every  instance  it  was 
found  that,  when  the  liquid  was  freely  applied  over  the  surface  of  the 
night-soil  and  of  the  walls,  in  an  instant  the  penetrating  and  nauseous 
foetor  ceased.  Then,  in  order  to  try  whether  the  bad  smell  could  be 
entirely  removed,  we  tried  an  experiment  in  which  a  portion  of  the 
liquid  was  applied  to  a  large  cesspool,  and  after  an  interval  of  three 
days,  the  smell  in  the  privy  which  liad  been  shut  up,  was  absent.  Then, 
upon  plunging  a  stick  into  the  night-soil  and  examining  it,  the  smell  at 
the  upper  part  was  that  which  1  have  spoken  of  before ;  the  lower  part 
was  evidently  feculent — of  the  ordinary  foetor.  Then,  an  additional 
quantity  of  the  liquid  was  added,  and  in  two  days  afterwards,  buckets 
full  were  taken  out,  and  it  was  observed  by  many  who  were  present, 
builders  and  surveyors  of  sewers,  that  the  foetor  was  gone  ;  that  what 
smell  remained  was  concentrated,  and  did  not  diffuse  itself,  though  the 
wind  was  blowing. 
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ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  NURSING  SORE  MOUTH. 

[Coiuiuunicateil  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  appearance  of  several  ariicles  in  the  journals,  within  a  compara- 
tively recent  period,  on  the  disease  familiarly  known  as  "  nursing  sore 
nioutli,"  naturally  begets  the  presumption  that  it  is  becoming  more  pre- 
valent and  tioublesome,  and  that  anvthins:  relatinir  to  its  treatment  mi^ht 
not  be  unacceptable  to  the  piofession. 

It  is  the  impression  with  manv  that  this  is  a  new  disease,  and  that 
nursing  and  pregnant  women  are  exclusively  liable  to  it.  Such  is  not, 
however,  the  univei-sal  opinion  of  the  profession.  We  are  informed 
of  its  occurrence  in  other  countries,  and  that  a  similar  affection  is  found 
in  the  male  sex.  These  points  are  not  material  for  us  to  decide.  We 
have  thought,  however,  in  comparing  the  description  given  of  "  chronic 
thrush,''  with  that  given  by  some  writers  of  '*  nursing  sore  mouth," 
that  if  the  terms  were  changed,  the  description  of  the  disease  we  are  con- 
sidering would  be  improved. 

A  brief  history  of  the  complaint  will  suffice.  It  is  generally  attendant 
on  pregnancy  or  lactation.  Those  whose  blood  is  impoverished,  or  whose 
digestive  organs  are  in  a  bad  state,  are  especially  liable  to  it.  It  is  not  a 
necessary  attendant  on  anaemia — the  worst  cases  of  which  may  exist 
without  it.  Its  duration  is  indefinite ;  but  the  change  in  the  system 
which  occure  on  the  "  drying  up  of  the  milk,"  usually  puts  a  stop  to  it. 
Burning  in  the  stomach  is  often  the  first  symptom — then  a  scalded,  hot 
sensation  in  the  mouth  :  the  mucous  membrane  is  red  in  patches  or 
throughout — sometimes  looks  as  if  stained,  simply,  especially  on  the 
tongue  ;  pimples  and  ulcei-s  make  their  appearance,  and  become  foci  of 
inflammation  ;  they  frequently  occur  under  the  tongue,  and  between  the 
lips  or  cheeks  and  the  teeth.  The  stomach  may  now  be  relieved  :  but 
when  the  mouth  improves,  its  irritation  appears  to  be  renewed,  the  dys- 
peptic symptoms  vaiying  in  different  cases,  when  on  the  occurrence,  per- 
haps, of  diarrhoea,  a  tempoiary  relief  is  gained  in  respect  to  the  stomach 
and  mouth.  The  disease  has  its  acute  and  chronic  stages,  the  former 
being  often  attended  with  febrile  symptoms.  A  diarrhoea  in  the  chronic 
form  of  the  complaint  is  one  of  the  most  troublesome  symptoms.  It 
occurs  both  during  pregnancy  and  lactation,  and  in  the  latter  state  may 
frustrate  our  etforts  to  cure  the  disease  without  weaning  the  child. 
The  exliaustion  caused  by  diarrhoea  may  prove  fatal  ;  sometimes  it  ter- 
minates by  the  supervention  of  pulmonary  symptoms.  A  majority  of 
cases  recover  ;  some  are  very  protracted,  and  whatever  relief  may  be 
gained  by  treatment,  unless  the  system  can  be  brought  into  a  healthy 
slate,  it  is  exceedingly  liable  to  re-appear. 

1  have  not  deemed  it  desirable  to  prolong  this  article  by  introducing 
any  matter  relative  to  the  topography  of  the  disease,  its  dependence  on 
locality,  climate,  &.C.,  and  kindred  questions,  and  for  the  same  reason 
forbear  to  speculate  on  its  pathological  characters.  It  only  remains, 
then,  to  speak  of  the  treatment. 

iVot  having  kept  any  written  data,  I  regret  my  inability  to  furnish  pre- 
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cise  statistical  information  of  the  results  of  treatment.  I  am  quite  certain, 
however,  that  "  our  experience"  has  been  different  from  that  of  a  distin- 
guished physician  who  has  lately  written  on  the  subject,  who  has  found, 

that  in  a  large  proportion  of  cases  weaning  becomes  necessary."  (Dr. 
Fhnt,  in  Buffalo  Medical  Journal,  Feb.,  1848.)  We  admit  this  alternative 
only  in  cases  of  much  exhaustion,  or  where  diarrhoea  exists  to  a  severe 
or  dangerous  extent. 

Our  practice  (it  may  be  proper  to  state)  has  been,  for  the  last  ten 
years,  in  an  "  infected  region."     About  eight  years  ago  the  disease 
was  fast  becoming  an  opprobrium  medicorum.    It  was  about  this  time 
that  the  paper  of  Dr.  Backus,  which  has  become  a  standard  essay,  was 
written,  in  which  he  says  that  "  latterly  some  cases  have  resisted  this 
and  every  other  mode  of  treatment,  and  1  have  had  to  wean  the  child, 
when  the  disease  was  cured  at  once  and  did  not  return."    The  allusion 
is  to  a  compound  pill  of  aloes,  rhubarb,  carb.  iron  and  ipecac,  and 
astringent  and  other  washes  for  the  mouth.    At  this  time,  also,  it  was 
announced  that  a  neighboring  physician  had  accidentally  discovered  the 
specific  ;  which  proved  to  be  powdered  cubebs,  in  connection  with  bis- 
muth, gum  Arabic,  &c.    For  the  burning  in  the  stomach,  the  cubebs 
was  serviceable,  but  the  most  chronic  cases  resisted  the  treatment.  In 
March,  1841,  a  case  occurred  to  me,  in  which  delivery  of  twins  was 
followed  by  alarming  hemorrhage  ;  this  was  succeeded  by  the  re-action, 
that  sometimes  attends  loss  of  blood,  during  which  the  sore  mouth  made 
its  appearance,  preceded  by  the  burning  in  the  stomach.    The  ulcers 
were  in  the  most  sensitive  part,  under  the  tongue.    All  motion  of  the 
tongue   Was  very  painful,  and  swallowing  and  speaking  were  nearly  im- 
practicable.   The  treatment  was  that  commonly  supposed  to  be  indi- 
cated, and  among  the  local  remedies  nitrate  of  silver  was  employed  in 
substance,  and  creosote  also  was  freely  applied.    The  case  went  on  un- 
relieved, although  the  anaemic  symptoms  were  yielding  to  appropriate 
remedies.    Believing  that  some  new  remedy  would  be  necessary,  I  was 
speculating  on  the  probable  effects  of  corrosive  sublimate,  but  determined 
to  make  a  trial  first  of  the  iodo-hydrargyrate  of  potash.    A  wash  was 
tried,  of  sufficient  strength  to  cause  some  tingling  and  pain  on  being  held 
in  the  mouth,  which  at  once  relieved  the  stiffness  and  soreness  o(  the 
tongue.    A  repetition  of  the  remedy  a  few  times  changed  the  diseased 
action,  and  the  patient  had  a  permanent  recovery.    I  immediately  com- 
menced using  the  medicine  internally  and  locally,  and  was  pleased  to  find 
that  it  might  be  so  managed  in  almost  every  case,  either  by  using  it 
alone  or  in  combination  with  tonics,  as  to  afford  a  favorable  result.  I 
soon  found,  especially  in  chronic  cases,  that  when  taken  into  the  stomach 
the  mouth  did  not  seem  to  require  its  topical  use.    I  have  continued  to 
employ  it  to  the  present  time,  and  with  no  abatement  of  confidence  m  its 
efficacy. 

During  the  most  active  state  of  the  buccal  inflammation,  it  has  dis- 
played irritant  effects  which  have  contraindicated  its  use  ;  an  over-dose 
on  an  empty  stomach  will  nauseate;  and  in  some  cases  I  have  found 
more  benefit  from  ferrusinous  remedies.    But  notwithstanding  these  ex- 
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ceptlons,  it  cures  the  disease  with  more  certainty  than  any  and  all  other 
remedies — and  its  non-salivant  property  renders  it  safe  as  a  mercurial 
alterative.  The  solution  I  have  used  is  made  by  dissolving  ten  grains 
each  of  iodide  of  potassium  and  red  iodide  of  mercury  in  one  ounce  of 
rain  water — dose,  four  to  six  drops  three  times  a-day.  A  minute  quan- 
tity of  this  solution,  applied  to  a  diseased  follicle  or  pimple,  disposes  it 
to  heal  ;  and  if  used  as  a  wash,  6  drops  may  be  added  to  one  or  two 
ounces  of  water. 

In  cases  where  the  medicine  does  not  agree,  or  where  a  tonic  seems 
preferable,  I  have  used  a  mixture  of  iodide  of  iron,  Huxham's  tincture 
and  syrup,  and  a  mouth  wash  of  sulphate  of  copper,  rose  water  and  honey. 
Where  the  case  is  attended  with  much  or  protracted  burning  in  the  sto- 
mach, I  should  prescribe  tinct.  muriate  of  iron,  and  saturated  alcoholic 
tincture  of  cubebs.  in  equal  proportions,  fifteen  to  thirty  drops  three 
times  a-day. 

It  is  to  be  understood,  in  connection  with  the  above,  that  no  perma- 
nent immunity  can  be  obtained  from  this  disease,  nor  can  even  tem- 
porary benefit  be  rationally  expected  from  the  best  treatment,  without  a 
skilful  management  of  the  whole  case.  This  I  trust  will  be  con- 
sidered before  any  one  concludes  that  the  medicine  will  not  bear  its 
recommendation.  W.  W.  Ely. 

Rochester,  N.  Y.,  July  29,  1848. 


FOREIGN  BODY  IN  THE  TRACHEA— OPERATION. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  following  case,  requiring  bronchotomy,  was  transferred  to  my  care, 
June  3,  by  a  homoeopathic  physician,  by  whom  the  case  had  been  treat- 
ed for  the  first  five  days.  Stridulous  breathing  had  suddenly  come  on  as 
the  child,  17  months  old,  choked  at  the  breakfast  table  while  the  mother 
was  feeding  it  with  boiled  egg.  After  some  efforts,  during  which  the 
mother  supposed  the  child  had  got  rid  of  the  morsel  of  egg,  or  of  shell, 
which  offended  the  air  passages,  the  breathing  became  natural.  A  slight 
huskiness,  however,  had  been  observed  the  day  before,  and  the  weather 
had  been  damp  and  raw.  In  the  afternoon  of  this  day  (Monday)  the 
mother  had  the  child  abroad,  and  in  tossing  it  up  at  play,  it  suddenly 
strangled  again,  and  breathed  with  a  croupy  sound.  She  immediately 
became  alarmed,  returned  home,  and  put  the  patient  in  charge  of  her 
physician,  who,  in  addition  to  homoeopathic  remedies,  in  tiie  course  of 
the  treatment,  gave  it  two  grains  of  tartrate  of  antimony,  and  also  held 
it  with  its  head  downward,  without  relief.  On  Saturday,  the  sixth  day 
after  the  choking  with  the  ego:,  I  found  the  child  breathing  with  orpeat 
difficulty,  and  I  determined  to  make  an  opening  in  the  trachea  to  relieve 
impending  suffocation  ;  it  being  my  opinion,  as  well  as  that  of  the  physi- 
cian who  had  been  attending,  that  a  foreign  body  caused  the  mechanical 
obstruction. 

1  chose  a  spot  midway  between  the  crico-thyroid  depression  and  the 
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sternum,  to  commence  the  incision,  which  I  carried  nearly  to  the  ster- 
num. The  rapid  movements  of  the  trachea,  occasioned  by  the  efforts  at 
respiration,  forbid  any  nice  dissection.  A  small  plexus  of  veins  was  di- 
vided, the  bleeding  from  which  almost  instantly  ceased.  The  front 
of  the  trachea  having  been  uncovered,  by  pushing  aside  the  muscular 
tissue,  the  part  was  seized  by  a  hook  and  confined,  while  it  was  instantly 
opened  by  a  sharp-pointed  bistoury,  thrust  from  below  upwards.  No 
foreign  body  making  its  appearance,  a  delicate  probang  was  attempted 
to  be  foiced  into  the  mouth,  though  I  am  not  satisfied  that  this  object 
was  attained.  A  probe  was  used  to  search  the  ventricles  of  the  larynx, 
and  passed  into  the  fauces  without  perceptible  success.  A  short  piece 
of  flexible  hollow  bougie  was  passed  into  the  trachea,  and  confined  round 
the  neck,  which  was,  a  few  hours  afterwards,  replaced  by  a  silver  canida 
half  an  inch  in  diameter.  The  opening  of  the  trachea  at  once  relieved 
the  suffocation,  and  the  child  passed  a  tolerable  night.  On  each  re- 
moval of  the  breathing  tube,  the  stridulous  breathing  returned  as  before 
the  operation.  On  the  next  day  the  attempt  was  unsuccessfully  made 
to  dislodge  the  mechanical  cause,  if  any  existed,  by  passing  a  minute 
probang  u|)ward  towards  the  fauces,  and  by  holding  the  body  inverted, 
having  previously  removed  the  breathing  tube.  This  proceeding  has 
sometimes  been  found  successful,  and  is  recommended  by  most  modern 
surgical  authorities,  but  1  cannot  but  think  it  attended  with  considerable 
danger  of  suffocation,  if  made  previously  to  opening  the  trachea.  In  de- 
termining to  adopt  it  before  the  operation,  however,  the  surgeon  must  be 
governed  in  his  decision  by  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and  the  na- 
ture of  the  body  which  has  been  supposed  to  have  slipped  through  the 
rima  glottidis. 

The  child  suffered  but  litde  constitutional  disturbance,  and,  when  the 
tube  could  be  kept  clear  of  tough  mucus,  breathed  easily  and  slept 
sweetly.  Throughout  the  case  the  terror  and  restlessness  of  the  child 
precluded  satisfactory  auscultation  of  the  chest.  On  the  fourth  day,  the 
tube  being  removed,  the  child  breathed  through  the  larynx  without  any 
stridulous  sound.  The  tube,  however,  was  kept  in  the  trachea  till  the 
next  morning,  when  it  was  finally  removed.  At  this  time  the  child's 
strength  faltered,  and  the  granulations  of  the  wound  assumed  an  un- 
healthy appearance,  being  swollen,  pale,  and  covered  with  adhesive, 
fibrinous  mucus,  resembling  false  membrane.  An  ointment  containing 
red  precipitate  was  applied,  under  which  treatment  the  granulations  be- 
came more  heaUhy,  and  the  wound  slowly  cicatrized.  By  the  25th 
of  the  month,  it  was  entirely  healed.  The  general  health  was  soon  re- 
established after  the  removal  of  the  breathing  tube,  and  the  case  required 
no  medical  treatment,  from  first  to  last.  A  cloth  wetted  with  cold 
water,  and  an  occasional  poultice,  was  the  only  local  treatment. 

The  questions  of  interest  in  the  above  case  are,  was  there  any  foreign 
body?  If  so,  what  became  of  it?  In  answer  to  the  first,  I  should 
say,  the  symptoms  can  only  be  accounted  for,  by  supposing  that  some 
portion  of  the  child's  food  passed  into  the  trachea,  on  Monday  previous 
to  the  3d  of  June ;  and  secondly,  that  the  substance  probably  came  into 
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the  mouth  and  was  swallowed  during  some  of  the  efforts  which  the 
child  made  to  cough,  when  the  tube  was  accidentally  or  intentionally 
closed.  The  impending  suffocation  was  obviously  removed  by  the  ope- 
ration, but  the  natural  efibrts  were  sufficient  to  expectorate  the  obstruction. 
Salem,  August  3d,  1848.  A.  L.  Peirson. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 
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The  Water-Cure  Journal.— The  first  number  of  the  sixth  volume  of  this 

Journal,  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  Joel  Shew,  M.D.,  of  New  York, 

has  been  published,  showing  that  the  subject  of  which  it  perpetually  treats, 

viz.,  water,  and  its  sovereignty  over  diseases,  possesses  an  untiring  charm 

to  the  patrons  of  the  Journal.    It  is  a  maxim  with  politicians,  that  people 

with  but  one  idea  can  know  but  little  of  human  affairs;  and,  moreover,  that 

they  are  both  to  be  pitied  and  laughed  at  for  their  persistence  in  an  effort 

to  centralize  the  attention  of  the  whole  world  upon  the  one  great  thought 

occupying  their  minds.    In  that  field  of  observation,  it  may  be  so  ;  but  in 

medicine,  alas,  a  lonof  course  of  observation  demonstrates  the  fact,  that  the 

.  .  ••11 

one-idea  champions — at  least  those  who  join  the  ranks  in  season — invariably 

succeed  in  the  accomplishment  of  their  object, — first,  in  benefiting  them- 
selves, and  next  in  favorably  impressing  a  certain  portion  of  the  public  with 
a  belief  in  their  doctrines,  whether  true  or  not.  An  adventurer  starts  off 
with  a  miraculous  pill,  for  example,  making  such  monstrous  pretensions  in 
respect  to  its  efficacy,  that  the  fellow  at  once  becomes  the  butt  of  ridicule, 
and  the  source  of  unmeasured  merriment.  With  a  single  eye,  however,  to 
the  accomplishment  of  an  original  design  of  making  a  fortune  out  of  nothing, 
he  is  indomitable  and  unrelaxing  in  his  efforts  to  reach  every  ear  with  the 
marvels  of  his  new  medicine,  and,  to  the  surprise  of  every  body,  he  suc- 
ceeds, and  not  only  enriches  himself  even  beyond  his  own  aspirations,  but, 
through  the  assistance  of  fools,  who  are  always  in  the  majority  where  pa- 
tent medicines  are  patronized,  creates  a  reputation  for  disinterested  benevo- 
lence. This  is  a  specimen  of  the  one-ideaisin  in  medicine  with  which  the 
world  now  abounds. 

Is  not  the  hydropathic  mania  of  the  same  class  and  character  ?  By  a 
perseverance  that  never  acknowledges  fatigue,  and  by  operating  on  those 
who  are  ready  to  seize  upon  straws,  either  from  absolute  necessity  to  keep 
oflf  that  worst  of  distempers,  ennui,  or  for  amusement,  the  water-cure 
physicians,  with  their  one  idea,  have  introduced  themselves,  almost  unper- 
ceived,  and,  with  a  modesty  and  simplicity  of  manner,  have  captivated  an 
order  of  intellect  that  will  by  and  by  recoil  with  surprise,  if  not  with  indig- 
nation, from  the  fascinations  of  the  system.  What  is  more  innocent  than 
water  ?  is  the  oft-repeated  question  ;  and  who  shall  dare  deny  its  potency 
over  the  thousands  of  maladies  which  prey  upon  humanity  ?  All  the 
while,  water  is  water  still, — pure,  harmless,  and  forever  the  same  excellent 
necessary  of  life;  while  the  active  imaginations  of  those  who  live  in  wet 
sheets,  and  fancy  that  their  days  have  been  prolonged  by  a  skilful  appli- 
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cation  of  tlie  douche  and  the  plunge,  do  more  for  the  hydropathic 
cause  than  the  unconscious  fluid,  which  receives  all  the  credit  of  so  many 
wonderful  cures.  Is  not  this,  therefore,  an  instance  of  the  successful  prac- 
tice of  the  one-idea  system  in  medicine?  and  does  not  the  title-page  of  the 
Water-Cure  Journal  demonstrate  the  truth  of  the  preceding  observations? 
It  reads  as  follows  : — "  The  Water-Cure  Journal,  and  Herald  of  Reforms  ; 
devoted  to  the  philosophy  and  practice  of  the  hydropathic  system  of  curing 
and  preventing  disease  :  embracing  the  true  principles  of  health  and  lon- 
gevity, together  with  directions  for  the  application  of  water  to  the  various 
diseases  by  which  mankind  are  afflicted,"  &;c. 


Medical  Chem.utry. — Whatever  tends  to  the  advancement  of  medical 
chemistry,  inspires  us  with  new  hopes.  To  prescribe  medicines  without 
knowing  their  chemical  character,  has  invariably  been  condemned  by 
those  who  acknowledge  the  responsibility  of  their  profession  ;  and  yet  this 
ignorance  has  been  winked  ai  so  long,  that  some  may  inquire  the  utility  ol' 
the  study. 

Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard  are  the  publishers  of  a  thoroughly-prepared 
system  of  medical  chemistry,  designed  expressly  for  the  use  of  students 
in  the  profession,  under  the  unobtrusive  title  of  a  Manual  of  the  Science, 
with  its  application  to  toxicology,  physiology,  therapeutics,  hygiene,  &c., 
by  D.  P.  Gardner,  M.D.',  formerly  professor  in  the  Philadelphia  College. 
The  author  says  that,  "he  does  not  lay  claim  to  originality,  but  is  more 
ambitious  to  be  useful ;  and  his  highest  satisfaction  will  be  found  in  having 
contributed  something  towards  the  introduction  of  chemical  science  into 
medicine."  On  a  cursory  examination  of  the  interior  illustrations,  the  va- 
rious topics  and  propositions,  to  say  nothing  of  the  lucid,  instructive  me- 
thod running  through  the  whole  of  the  396  pages,  we  are  impressed  with 
the  idea  that  the  labor  of  Dr.  Gardner  will  be  appreciated,  and  that  a  deep 
sense  of  the  neglect  in  which  medical  chemistry  has  apparently,  if  not  in 
reality,  been  held,  in  medical  institutions,  may  be  thereby  brought  about, 
and  be  the  means  of  restoring  it  to  its  legitimate  position. 


Professor  T.  R.  Beck. — Dr.  T.  Romeyn  Beck,  of  Albany,  universally 
known  to  the  profession  for  his  researches  in  medical  jurisprudence,  has 
been  laboriously  engaged  as  principal  of  an  academy  in  that  city,  during  a 
period  which,  on  the  first  of  the  ensuing  September,  will  have  extended  to 
thirty-one  years.  While  pursuing  the  fatiguing  and  responsible  labor 
of  the  institution  from  day  to  day,  during  this  while,  he  has  so  economized 
his  time  as  to  have  established  a  reputation  as  an  author,  that  is  honorable 
to  the  country.  Few  if  atiy  names  have  a  higher  place  as  authority  in 
courts  of  law  than  those  of  the  distinguished  brothers,  Drs.  T.  R.  and 
John  Beck,  the  authors  of  a  system  of  medical  jurisprudence.  It  is  un- 
derstood that  on  retiring  from  the  post  so  industriously  occupied,  Prof  B.'s 
time  will  for  the  present  be  principally  devoted,  at  proper  periods  of  leisure, 
to  preparing  a  new  edition  of  the  Elements  of  Medical  Jurisprudence, 
which  in  due  time  may  be  expected,  improved  and  enriched  by  the  accu- 
mulations of  years  since  the  publication  of  the  last. 


Lead  Diseases. — A  treatise  from  the  French  of  L.  Tanquerel  Des  Plan- 
ches, with  notes  and  additions,  on  the  use  of  lead  pipe  and  its  substitutes, 
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by  Samuel  L.  Dana,M.D.,  LL.D.,  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Bixby  &  Co., 
Lowell,  has  just  appeared  at  the  book  stores.  It  is  an  octavo,  containing 
441  pages.  By  another  week  we  shall  have  had  time  for  an  examination 
of  the  work. 


Dr.  Bernard^ s  Discoveries  respecting  the  Function  of  the  Payicreatic 
Juice. — The  only  notice  we  have  seen  of  the  discoveries  of  Dr.  Bernard, 
of  Paris,  since  the  first  announcement  of  them  by  Prof.  March,  of  Albany, 
in  a  letter  published  in  this  Journal  for  June  21,  is  contained  in  a  letter 
from  the  European  correspondent  of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  and  pubh'shed  in  the  August  number  of  that  Journal.  He  is  quite 
as  sanguine  as  was  Professor  March  of  the  importance  of  this  discovery, 
which  the  reader  will  recollect  consists  in  ascertaining  that  the  pancreatic 
fluid  acts  on  the  fatty  substances  of  our  food,  which  the  gastric  juice  is  in- 
capable of  doing,  and  dissolves  them  in  the  duodenum  with  astonishing 
rapidity.  The  subject  is  well  worthy  the  attention  and  further  experiment 
of  physiologists — as,  if  the  new  theory  be  fully  established,  the  question 
respecting  the  use  of  adipose  and  oily  matters  as  part  of  the  proper  food 
of  man,  if  not  already  settled,  will,  we  should  think,  now  become  so.  The 
doubt  respecting  the  real  use  of  the  pancreas  will  also  in  such  case  be 
fully  cleared  up. 

Boylston  Prize  Essay. — It  will  be  seen  by  the  Journal  of  to-day,  that  to 
Dr.  John  H.  Dix,  of  this  city,  who  has  for  many  years  been  known  to  the 
readers  of  this  Journal  by  his  valuable  papers  on  diseases  of  the  eye,  has 
been  awarded  the  annual  prize  of  the  Boylston  Medical  Committee  for  the 
best  dissertation  on  one  of  the  questions  proposed  for  the  present  year. 


Sickness  at  the  Sing  Sing  Prison. — There  are  said  to  be  some  sixty 
convicts  now  on  the  sick  list  in  this  institution,  and  the  chapel  has  been 
converted  into  a  temporary  hospital  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick. 
The  complaint  by  which  the  convicts  are  attacked  is  a  species  of  cholera 
morbus,  which  runs  into  the  common  dysentery.  Some  four  or  five  have 
already  died  of  this  complaint,  and  as  many  more  are  not  expected  to  sur- 
vive. There  have  not  been  so  many  on  the  sick  list  at  one  and  the  same 
time  for  many  years  past  in  that  prison. 

To  CoRRK'^poNDENTS. — Cases  at  the  Hospital  on  Blackweli's  Island,  New  York,  by  Claudian, 
have  been  received. 

The  article  proposed  by  Dr.  B.,  of  3Iichigan,  will  be  cheerfully  received,  and  we  doubt  not  will 
prove  worthy  of  publication. 


DiKD,— In  Boston.  Dr.  Samuel  Hamlin,  25.— At  Barnstead,  N.  H.,  Dr.  John  P.  Elkins,  57.— At 
Dover,  N.  H.,  Dr.  James  W.  Cowan,  34. 


Married, — At  Middletown,  Conn.,  Dr.  Albert  B.  Worthing-ton  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Selden. — John 
L.  Gardner,  M.D.,  of  Bridgeport,  Conn.,  to  Miss  M.  E.  Osborn. — At  Hartford,  Conn.,  Geo.  B. 
Hawley,  M.D.,  to  Mi.ss  S.  D.  Boardman. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — lor  the  week  ending  Aug.  5th,  92 — Males,  31 — females,  41. — 
Stillborn.  10.  Of  consumption,  11 — disease  of  the  bowels,  30 — dysentery,  3 — cholera  morbus,  2 — 
diarrhoea,  3 — cholera  infantum,  5 — inflammation  of  the  bowels.  2 — typhus  fever,  3 — scarlet  fever,  1 
— croup,  1 — infantile,  8 — convulsions,  1— dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — burns,  1 — accidental, 
2 — paralysis,  3 — debility,  1 — drowned,  1 — teething,  2 — tumor,  1 — marasmus,  3 — hooping  cough, 
1 — old  age.  1. 

Under  3  years,  54 — between  5  and  20  years,  G — between  20  and  40  years.  15 — between  40 
and  60  years,  8 — over  60  years.  9. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  John  A.  Bowker,  of  Roxbury,  a  city  adjoin- 
ing Boston,  has  been  missing  since  July  4th,  under  circumstances  that 
alarm  his  friends. — Dr.  Thomas  Turpin,  of  Powhattan,  Virginia,  was  shot 
in  the  right  side  by  a  neighbor,  and  it  is  feared  mortally  wounded. — The 
Hagerstown  News  says  that  Dr.  Frederick  Dorsey,  of  that  place,  is  proba- 
bly the  oldest  practising  physician  in  the  Union.  He  has  been  in  active 
practice  for  more  than  Hfty-eight  years,  and  yet  pursues  the  profession  with 
a  degree  of  vigor,  activity  and  endurance,  which,  in  a  man  of  his  years,  is 
truly  astonishing.  He  usually  visits  his  patients  on  horseback,  often  rid- 
ing from  thirty  to  fifty  miles  daily,  for  many  days  in  succession,  and  with- 
out regard  to  "  wind  or  weather." — A  female  Mexican  dwarf,  twenty-five 
years  old,  measuring  twenty-five  inches  in  height,  and  weighing  only  eight- 
een pounds,  is  living  at  Matamoras.  She  is  the  nineteenth  child  of  her 
parents. — Dr.  Edward  Spaulding,  of  Nashua,  is  said  to  have  cured  a  most 
obstinate  case  of  lockjaw,  a  short  time  since,  by  the  use  of  chloroform.  The 
attack  was  caused  by  the  running  of  the  head  of  a  needle  into  the  wrist. — 
Dr.  Hamilton  has  resigned  the  chair  of  surgery  in  Geneva  College,  N.  Y. 
— An  able  course  of  lectures  will  be  given  in  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  in  New  York,  the  coming  term,  where  students  will  have 
instruction  of  an  elevated  order. — A  new  edition  of  Dr.  Bartlett's  scientific 
work  on  fevers,  may  be  expected  soon. — Dysentery  and  smallpox  lurk  upon 
the  borders  of  several  towns  at  the  north.  Unripe  fruit  is  the  imputed 
cause  of  one,  and  neglect  to  vaccinate  of  the  other. 


Surgery  at  a  Discount. — The  following  case  came  before  one  of  the 
city  magistrates  a  few  days  since.  The  son  of  a  man  whose  income  is,  say 
825,000  a  year,  received  a  wound  about  three-fourths  of  an  inch  long  on 
the  upper  lip.  The  wound  extended  obliquely  upwards  and  backwards  from 
the  free  border  of  the  lip,  which  was  entirely  divided  for  the  space  of  a  quar- 
ter of  an  inch.  A  young  physician  brought  the  edges  together  by  means  of 
the  twisted  suture,  and  adhesion  took  place  immediately.  The  reparation 
is  almost  perfect,  scarcely  a  mark  being  left  in  the  line  of  the  wound.  After 
the  lapse  of  a  proper  time,  a  bill  of  ten  dollars  was  sent  to  the  boy's  father  ; 
payment  was  refused,  and  suit  was  brought  to  enforce  payment.  One  of 
the  editors  of  this  Journal  swore  (and  does  yet  for  that  matter)  that  the 
service  was  well  worth  ten  dollars  ;  another  physician  swore  that  it  was 
worth  just  three  dollars;  and  a  student  of  medicine  (!)  swore  that  it  was 
worth  just  three  dollars.  The  doctors'  testimony  being  as  IJ  to  1,  the 
court  decided  that  the  cure  of  accidental  harelip  is  worth  just  three  dollars  ! 
The  plaintiff,  not  satisfied  with  the  judgment,  took  an  appeal.  He  says  he 
wants  the  value  of  such  a  piece  of  surgery  fixed  and  settled  indubitably  ; 
wants  it  placed  on  record,  so  that  in  future  there  may  be  no  litigation.  We 
shall  give  notice  of  the  result. — Wester?i  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surg. 


Paris — the  late  Insurrection. — The  Siecle  gives  the  following  account 
of  the  number  of  wounded  persons  conveyed  to  the  hospitals  in  conse- 
quence of  the  late  events.  There  are  120  at  La  Charite  ;  190  at  the  Val 
de  Grace  ;  400  at  the  Hotel  Dieu  :  a  far  greater  number  were  received  at 
the  latter  hospital,  but  many  died  within  a  few  hours.  There  are  90  wound- 
ed at  the  Maison  Dubois  ;  78  at  La  Clinique  ;  63  at  St.  Lazare ;  500  at 
St.  Louis.  Gen.  Damesme,  who  is  at  Val  de  Grace,  has  undergone  ampu- 
tation of  the  thigh. 
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DISEASES  AMONG  THE  U.  S.  VOLUNTEERS  IN  THE  LATE  WAR. 

[The  following  account  of  sonne  of  the  diseases  in  the  2d  Regiment 
Mississippi  Rifles,  for  the  first  six  naonths  of  its  service,  was  drawn  up  by 
Thos.  N.  Love,  M.D.,  Surgeon  to  the  Regiment,  and  published  in  the; 
last  number  of  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  Though 
more  particularly  interesting  to  the  profession  in  that  portion  of  the 
country  in  which  the  principal  disease  alluded  to  is  most  prevalent,  it 
will  nevertheless  be  read  with  interest  by  those  unacquainted  with  that 
epidemic,  many  of  whom,  it  is  presumed,  are  desirous  of  studying  its 
symptoms.  Some  portions  of  Dr.  L.'s  account  are  omitted,  and  the  table 
which  will  be  found  alluded  to,  is  very  much  abridged.] 

The  melancholy  history  of  the  2d  Miss.  Rifles  has  been  a  subject  of 
deep  interest  and  heart-felt  sympathy  with  the  people  of  Mississippi.  The 
peculiar  sufferings  of  the  regiment ;  its  marches  through  different  climates, 
and  the  fatal  diseases,  which  have  carried  to  their  long  homes  so  many 
of  its  gallant  members,  are  fruitful  themes  of  thought  and  investigation. 
Six  months  after  our  regiment  had  entered  the  service,  we  had  sustained 
a  loss  of  167  by  death,  and  134  by  discharges.  This  is  enough  to  awaken 
anxious  inquiry  into  the  causes  which  have  produced  such  destruction 
in  our  ranks.  It  shall  therefore  be  my  object  in  this  communication  to 
give  a  short  history  of  the  epidemics  with  which  we  have  been  afflicted, 
and  in  the  same  connection  give  a  history  of  the  troops,  their  condition, 
privations,  sufferings,  the  weather,  climate,  and  all  the  circumstances 
which  had  more  or  less  influence  on  the  health  of  the  men. 

The  ten  companies  of  volunteers  called  for  by  the  President  in  the  lat- 
ter part  of  the  year  1846,  to  serve  during  the  war  with  Mexico,  met  at 
Vicksburg,  between  the  2d  and  6th  of  January,  1847.  During  the  march 
of  the  respective  companies  from  their  residences  to  the  place  of  rendez- 
vous, the  weather  was  most  delightful — equal  to  Indian  summer.  Most 
of  them  left  home  without  having  provided  themselves  with  sufficient 
clothing,  intending  to  appropriate  in  this  way  the  money  which  Govern- 
ment allowed  them  for  this  purpose.  But  few  of  them  were  provided 
with  woollen  clothes,  and  hardly  one  in  ten  with  flannel.  The  Governor 
of  the  State  had  rented  ware-houses  which  were  fitted  up  and  appropriated 
as  barracks  for  the  companies  as  fast  as  they  assembled.  These  were 
very  uncomfortable  for  men  lately  accustomed  to  feather-beds  and  warm 
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buildings,  but  these  were  perhaps  the  best  quarters  that  could  have  been 
procured.  The  troops  were,  however,  destined  to  enjoy  these  quarters  but 
two  or  three  days.  The  officers  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  organizint^ 
the  regiment,  selected  an  encampment  2i  miles  above  Vicksburg,  whicli 
in  honor  of  a  gallant  officer  they  named  "  Camp  McClung."  The  men 
were  rapidly  mustered  into  service  ;  not  having  been  subjected  to  a  close 
inspection,  the  result  was  that  many  weak,  infirm,  and  broken  in  consti- 
tution had  entered  the  army.  Indeed,  many  had  volunteered  for  the  pur- 
pose of  restoring  their  health.  As  fast  as  they  were  mustered  they  marched 
to  the  camp,  which  proved  to  be  a  very  injudicious  selection,  situated 
upon  a  low  bank  of  the  river,  exposed  to  a  wide  sweep  of  the  north  and 
west  winds.  Before  the  men  had  fliirly  pitched  their  tents  or  become 
rested  from  the  fatigues  of  the  march,  the  weather  became  very  incle- 
ment. The  whole  encampment  was  covered  with  mud  and  water.  The 
blankets  and  clothing  of  the  men  were  saturated  with  water.  The  young 
soldier's  couch  was  made  upon  the  damp  and  chilling  earth,  rife  with 
disease  and  death.  Add  to  these  misfortunes,  they  were  suddenly  placed 
upon  the  diet  of  camp  life.  On  the  lOth  of  Jan.  one  of  the  most  remarka- 
ble changes  in  the  weather  occurred  I  remember  ever  to  have  witnessed. 
The  previous  night  the  windows  of  the  very  heavens  seemed  to  have 
been  opened,  and  torrents  of  rain  came  like  a  flood  upon  the  encampment. 
Early  in  the  morning  the  cold  north  wind  came  sweeping  down  from 
the  broad  bosom  of  the  Mississippi,  bringing  with  it  a  storm  of  sleet  and 
hail.  The  situation  of  the  troops  now  became  truly  distressing.  The  in- 
clemency of  the  weather  was  such  that  it  was  impossible  to  furnish  them 
provisions  and  wood  sufficiently  or  regularly.  Some  muffled  themselves 
up  in  their  dripping  blankets  and  huddled  together  in  their  cold  and  com- 
fortless tents  ;  some  hovered  over  the  smoking  fires,  calmly  submitting  to 
the  pitiless  peltings  of  the  storm  ;  and  others,  with  their  wet  and  frozen 
blankets  close  around  them,  wandered  forth  through  the  streets,  friend- 
less, homeless  and  houseless.  Language  fails  to  give  an  adequate  idea 
of  the  sufferings  of  our  men.  They  felt  "  as  if  the  very  marrow  of  their 
bones  was  congealed." 

These  causes,  which  1  have  briefly  enumerated — fatigue,  exposure, 
insufficient  food  and  clothing,  were  soon  followed  by  the  most  remarkable 
and  disastrous  effects — influenza,  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  and  a  disease 
more  formidable  than  all — cold  "plague.  In  this  condition  the  regi- 
ment embarked  on  board  steamboats  for  New  Orleans.  Our  men  were 
here  prostrated  by  dozens  ;  unprovided  with  medicines,  or  even  a  shelter, 
they  were  compelled  to  seek  that  comfort  which  their  friends  could  best 
procure  for  them.  The  situation  of  the  troops  became  so  distressing  that 
they  were  removed  as  fast  as  possible  to  the  Battle  Ground  below  New 
Orleans.  All  but  two  companies  were  transported  upon  the  13th  and  14th 
of  January.  Two  companies  had  taken  quarters  in  Vicksburg,  and  were 
not  transported  until  the  18th.  The  citizens  of  Vicksburg  no  doubt  re- 
member well  the  eccentricities  of  a  captain  who  marched  his  company 
about  the  streets  day  and  night,  through  mud  and  water,  the  result  of 
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which  was  subsequently  manifested  in  a  greater  proportion  of  mortality 
among  his  men  than  almost  any  otlier  company. 

During  the  transportation  of  troops  to  the  Battle  Ground,  their 
sufferings,  if  possible,  were  increased.  Every  day  we  had  more  or  less 
i-ain  ;  the  cold  wind  shifting  from  every  point  of  the  compass.  The  men 
were  crowded  upon  steamboats,  with  their  wet  tents  and  damp  blankets 
piled  about  them,  poorly  provided  with  shelter,  and  no  conveniences  for 
cooking.  It  was  distressing  to  go  among  them  at  night  and  hear  the  in- 
cessant coughing  of  hundreds,  and  the  lamentations  of  the  sick,  suffering 
with  cold,  and  calling  for  the  simplest  wants. 

It  was  during  showers  of  rain  and  blasts  of  cold  wintry  winds  that 
they  erected  their  encampment  upon  the  Battle  Ground,  and  upon  an 
earth  saturated  with  water  they  made  their  beds.  One  hour  the  sun 
shone  out  beautifully,  the  next  the  soldiers  were  seen  muffled  in  their 
blankets,  turning  from  the  cold  wind,  and  the  next  they  were  found  hud- 
dling in  their  tents  from  the  torrents  of  rain.  Not  a  dry  foot  of  land  was 
to  be  found  in  the  whole  encampment.  The  heat  of  the  fevered  patients 
vaporized  the  dampness  of  the  blankets,  creating  in  their  tents  a  dense, 
suffocating  steam. 

In  this  condition  medical  treatment  was  unavailing,  and  not  until  the 
seal  of  death  had  fixed  the  destiriy  of  many  a  brave  soldier,  did  our  Gov- 
ernment officers  pretend  to  ofler  the  least  assistance,  and  at  last  it  was 
only  to  the  dying  soldier  they  gave  a  scanty  couch  of  straw  within  the 
walls  of  a  cheerless  building,  far  more  comfortable,  however,  than  was 
our  former  condition.  Many  of  our  sick  had  already  sought  lodgings  at 
their  own  expense  in  private  hospitals  and  boarding  houses.  When  com- 
fortable quarters  were  not  allowed  by  officers  whose  duty  it  was  to  pro- 
cure them,  our  officers  very  justly  granted  permission  to  their  men,  who 
were  sick,  to  seek  for  themselves  lodgings  in  the  city.  The  removal  of 
the  sick  to  the  hospitals  was  a  distressing  scene.  On  one  occasion  more 
than  fifty  were  taken  to  Dr.  Luzenberg's  Hospital.  They  were  first  taken 
in  cabs,  to  the  river,  then  crowded  into  the  cabin  of  a  small  towboat,  then 
agaiil  into  cabs  to  be  transported  to  the  railroad,  and  thence  into  the 
cars,  and  before  they  were  safely  lodged  in  the  hospital  it  was  midnight ; 
many  of  them  apparently  suffering  with  severe  inflammatory  rheumatism, 
and  at  every  effort  to  move  them  was  uttered  an  involuntary  scream  of 
agony.  It  would  be  ungrateful  in  me  not  to  acknowledge,  in  this  connec- 
tion, the  kind  attentions  and  unceasing  energy  with  which  Dr.  McCor- 
mick,  the  Medical  Purveyor  of  INew  Orleans,  labored  day  and  night  to 
afford  us  relief.  The  private  physicians  of  the  city  were  exceedingly 
kind  in  bestowing  their  services,  of  whom  none  is  tnore  deserving  of  our 
sincerest  gratitude  than  Dr.  Fenner. 

The  next  step  was  to  remove  the  troops  upon  the  transports,  for  which 
we  had  waited  impatiently  for  several  days.  Here  our  sick  list  continued 
to  increase.  The  situation  of  the  troops  was  but  little  better  than  in  camp. 
In  the  holds  of  three  ships  were  crowded  nearly  800  men.  Their  tents, 
blankets  and  clothing  still  very  damp,  the  weather  being  so  inclement 
that  it  was  impossible  to  dry  them.    The  berths  were  made  of  green  pine 
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plank,  which  were  as  cold  and  hard  as  marble.   Upon  these  our  sick  men 
were  confined.    They  were  not  even  allowed  straw  matrasses,  although 
they  were  earnestly  required  and  demanded,  and  could  have  been  pro- 
cured for  one  dollar  a-i)iece.    1  have  seen  the  sick  soldier  in  his  delirium, 
raging  with  madness  and  writhing  under  the  terrors  of  disease,  tear  his 
flesh  upon  the  mugh  sides  of  his  rugged  couch.    At  length  all  our  sick 
were  removed  from  the  ships  to  the  hospital,  and  on  the  30th  of  January 
we  were  sailing  fast  fmm  the  scene  of  desolation,  with  the  sanguine 
hope  that  we  had  left  behind  us  the  scourge.    Indeed,  we  had  left  behind 
eighty  of  our  men  that  were  destined  never  to  join  us  again.    But  our 
brightest  hopes  were  soon  at  an  end.    The  dark  cloud  of  disease  still 
liovered  over  us.    The  holds  of  the  ships  offered  scenes  distresing  to  the 
most  callous  heart.    The  evaporation  from  the  dampness  of  the  blankets 
and  tents  settled  in  great  drops  upon  the  ceiling.    The  holds  of  the  ships 
were  soon  crowded  wnth  ihe  sick.    The  effluvia  was  intolerable.   The  at- 
tendants were  young  and  inexperienced.   The  sea  became  rough,  and  the 
companions  of  the  sick  were  no  longer  able  to  give  their  kind  attention. 
They  had  nothing  to  eat  which  a  peevish  appetite  would  crave.  Here 
the  soldier  was  deprived  of  the  simple  attentions  of  a  kind  mother  and 
sisters,  who  come  around  the  couch  of  a  sick  man  like  ministering  angels. 
Through  the  long  dark  night  the  rolling  ship  would  dash  the  sick  man 
from  side  to  side,  bruising  his  flesh  upon  the  rough  corners  of  his  berth. 
The  wild  screams  of  the  delirious,  the  lamentations  of  the  sick,  and  the 
melancholy  groans  of  the  dying,  kept  up  one  continued  scene  of  confu- 
sion.   We  had  a  long,  tedious  voyage — four  weeks  we  were  confined 
to  the  loathsome  ships,  and  before  we  had  landed  at  the  Brazos,  we 
consigned  twenty-eight  of  our  men  to  the  dark  waves. 

We  have  in  this  short  history  of  human  suffering  sufficient  causes  to 
account  for  tlie  terrible  disease  that  prevailed  among  our  troops.  But  in 
this  place  I  cannot  pass  over  the  charges  of  intemperance  and  the  loose 
rein  that  our  officers  gave  their  men,  as  other  causes  to  which  our  mis- 
fortunes are  readily  attributed  by  others.  As  regards  intemperance,  I 
am  not  able  to  say,  from  a  close  observation  of  all  the  results  w^hich  fol- 
lowed the  exposure  of  our  men  during  this  period,  that  it  proved  injurious 
to  them,  hut  rather  upon  the  contrary,  that  those  who  drank  freely  of  ar- 
dent spirits  escaped  comparatively  the  diseases  which  afflicted  our  regi- 
ment with  so  much  mortality.  These  charges  were  urged  so  vehemently 
by  our  enemies  at  New  Orleans,  that  I  have  deemed  it  necessary  to  draw 
up  a  table,  for  the  purpose  of  arraying  the  truth  in  contradiction  of  these 
imaginary  evils.  I  have  no  desire  to  vindicate  intemperance,  but  simply 
to  bring  before  the  world  the  plain  truth.  I  have  therefore,  with  the  aid 
of  the  company  officers,  drawn  up  a  table,  which  is  intended  to  give  the 
diseases,  habits,  ages,  occupation,  residence,  and  places  of  death  of  all 
the  men  who  have  died  during  the  first  six  months  of  service.  I  did  this 
by  taking  the  muster  roll  of  each  company,  and  gathering  from  the  com- 
pany officers  the  history  of  each  individual  case,  as  accurately  as  pos- 
sible. In  regard  to  the  diseases,  the  table  cannot  be  relied  upon  as  accu- 
rate.   To  the  question  "  of  what  did  he  die?"  the  reply  was  often  given 
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by  the  company  commandant,  "  that  disease  at  New  Orleans."  In  refer- 
ence to  the  habits  of  intemperance,  I  urged  the  officers  to  give  me  a  cor- 
rect statement,  as  the  names  of  their  unfortunate  members  were  not  to 
be  exposed.  Very  temperate,  are  those  who  were  not  in  tlie  habit  of 
drinking  any  at  all.  Temperate,  those  who  drank  without  becoming  in- 
toxicated. Intemperate,  those  who  were  fond  of  drinking  and  spreeiiig. 
Very  Intemperate,  ihosQ  who  were  constantly  drunk  where  they  couid 
procure  liquor  to  make  them  so. 

[The  table  referred  to  shows  the  original  number  of  the  regiment  to 
have  been  885 — deaths,  167.  Of  these  deaths,  97  are  set  down  as 
from  cold  plague.  As  to  the  habits  of  those  who  died,  97  are  stated  as 
very  temperate,  61  as  temperate,  4  intemperate,  and  5  very  intemperate. 
59  were  20  years  old  or  under,  and  the  average  age  was  23.  132  of 
those  who  died  were  fiirmers  by  occupation,  and  136  were  from  the  coun- 
try. It  is  evident  that  the  above  facts  respecting  the  habits  of  the  de- 
ceased cannot  be  urged  as  an  argument  in  favor  of  the  use  of  ardent 
spirits,  even  as  a  preventive  of  the  cold  plague,  while  unconnected  with 
any  reference  to  the  habits  of  those  who  survived.  So  far  as  Dr.  L.'s 
table  infortns  us,  we  know  not  but  every  intemperate  soldier  in  the  regi- 
ment was  carried  off  by  the  disease.] 

I  find  myself  in  doubt  under  what  head  to  arrange  an  affection  which 
presented  so  many  forms  as  this  remarkable  disease.  Of  the  many  appel- 
lations given  to  it,  none  I  think  more  appropriate  than  that  of  cold  plague. 
Although  it  is  allied  more  closely  to  typhoid  pneumonia  than  any  other 
disease,  yet  this  is  a  term  lately  applied  by  our  western  physicians  to  a 
more  definite  form  of  disease.  The  pneumonic  symptoms  were  so  often 
absent  that  we  cannot  use  the  latter  term,  as  it  will  not  convey  a  correct 
idea  of  this  peculiar  affection.  Neither  do  we  claim  any  partiality  for  the 
vague  term  employed,  but  for  the  obvious  reason  that  we  know  no  name  for 
it.  Although  we  had  influenza  prevailing  as  an  epidemic,  still  there  was 
a  marked  difference  m  the  two  affections.  Under  the  title  I  have  selected, 
there  is  no  restriction  to  any  particular  organ,  and  it  is  under  such  a 
term  alone  that  we  can  convey  a  faint  idea  of  a  malady  that  seizes  al- 
most indiscriminately  upon  almost  every  organ  of  the  human  frame.  The 
forms  of  its  attacks  were  so  various  and  insidious  that  none  were  pre- 
pared to  meet  it,  or  knew  how  to  escape  the  fatal  snare.  Neither  can 
we,  according  to  the  general  acceptation  of  the  term,  consider  this  disease 
as  an  epidemic.  It  was  confined  alone  to  our  regiment ;  we  hear  of  it 
no  where  else.  The  Pennsylvania  troops  were  encamped  on  the  Battle 
Ground  at  the  same  time,  and  appeared  to  enjoy  good  health.  They  were, 
however,  well  clothed  in  woollen  goods,  and  had  become  better  accustomed 
to  exposure  and  the  vicissitudes  of  camp  life  than  we  ;  and  besides,  they 
were  from  a  cold  climate,  and  the  causes  which  were  operating  upon 
us,  had  little  or  no  influence  upon  them.  We  had  no  reason  to  believe 
that  there  was  any  peculiar  poisonous  agent  in  the  atmosphere.  I  saw 
nothing  which  would  justify  the  belief  that  the  disease  was  at  all  conta- 
gious.  Every  one  seemed  to  turn  an  eye  to  our  severe  exposure  at  Vicks- 
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buri,^  as  tlic  soi>rce  of  all  our  affliction.  It  is  beyond  all  dispute  that  those- 
who  were  more  exposed,  who  were  poorly  provided  with  flannel,  who 
were  unaccustomed  to  sleepin^^  upon  the  cold  ground,  and  those  who  did 
not  taits  the  precaution  to  keep  up  the  vital  energies  with  internal  stimu- 
lants, but  contented  themselves  with  a  poor  and  insufficient  diet,  proveci 
to  be  the  unfortunate  victims. 

We  have,  then,  a  disease  before  us  which  sj)rings  from  a  well-known 
and  defined  origin.  To  define,  in  short,  its  most  strikir.g  characteristic, 
would  be  to  say  that  it  was  a  disease  produced  by  long  and  severe  exposure 
in  connection  with  other  causes  that  1  have  briefly  enumerated,  in  which 
the  nervous  si/sfcjit  sustained  the  greatest  injury^  and  lesions,  both  organic 
and  funcfional,  happened-  to  those  organs  least  prepared  to  sustain  them* 
selves.  The  nervous  system,  the  organs  of  respiration  and  those  of  loco- 
motion, were  generally  the  organs  most  involved  ;  while  those  connected 
with  digestion  were  not  only  comparatively  free  from  attack,  but  remained 
for  some  time  in  a  good  condition.  The  attack  generally  came  on  suddenly, 
without  any  premonitory  symptoms,  sometimes  ushered  in  by  a  chill, 
and  at  oilier  times  w^ith  a  severe  pain  in  the  head  or  in  some  remote 
part  of  llie  body.  The  duration  of  the  disease  depended  altogether  upon 
the  part  affected,  the  severity  of  the  attack,  and  the  state  of  the  constitu- 
tion. Same  of  the  first  cases  which  occurred  under  my  observation  were 
characterized  with  livid  splotches  upon  the  extremities,  not  of  that  pete- 
chial or  eruptive  character  attendant  upon  malignant  fever,  but  seemed 
to  be  the  result  of  capillary  paralysis.  These  splotches,  which  were  irregu- 
lar in  shape,  varying  from  the  size  of  a  small  pea  to  that  of  a  half  dol- 
lar, presented  no  elevation  of  the  skin,  and  were  by  no  means  a  uniform 
attendant  upon  this  disease.  One  of  the  strongest  general  features  in  this 
affection  was  its  great  tendency  to  metastasis.  The  patient  would  first 
complain  of  severe  pain  in  some  remote  part  of  the  system,  which  would 
in  a  few  hours  change  its  locality,  and  perhaps  finally  attack  some  inter- 
nal organ.  I  well  remember  a  case  of  this  kind.  The  patient  first  com- 
plained of  severe  pain  in  the  wrist  ;  this  lasted  several  days,  slightly 
swollen,  and  so  painfid  that  he  seldom  slept.  His  general  health  appeared 
good.  At  length  the  elbow-joint  became  aflfected,  some  swelling,  &;c. 
exceedingly  painful  to  the  touch.  Suddenly  the  pain  in  the  wrist  and 
elbow-joint  ceased.  I  was  called  to  prescribe  for  an  incessant  vomiting. 
The  tongue  became  dark,  resembling  charred  wood.  The  patient  sunk 
under  an  uncontrollable  diarrhoea. 

One  of  the  most  prominent  types  of  this  disease  was  great  con- 
gestion or  capillary  paralysis — the  patient  pulseless,  the  extremities 
covered  with  livid  splotches,  while  the  patient  was  insensible  to  hia 
condition.  The  first  case  I  met  was  a  form  of  disease  so  new  to  me, 
that  I  must  acknowledge  my  indebtedness  to  the  accomplished  Drs, 
Crump  and  Balfour  for  some  valuable  hints.  The  case  referred  to  was  a 
young  man  of  robust  constitution,  temperate  habits,  had  been  sick  twelve 
hours,  complained  only  of  his  feet  and  legs.  They  were  swollen,  slightly 
painful,  or  rather  of  a  benumbed  sensation.  They  were  coverecfwith  dark 
purple  spots  of  various  sizes,  and  as  cold  as  marble.    Tongue  clean, 
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stomach  quiet,  easy  breathing,  somewhat  restless,  pulse  imperceptible  ai 
the  wrist.  The  patient  thought  that  if  I  could  restore  "  right  feelings  in 
his  feet,"  he  would  be  able  to  join  his  company  the  next  day.  Pediluvia 
with  mustard,  cataplasms  with  mustard,  active  stimulants  internally,  were 
used,  but  no  re-action  was  produced,  and  death  followed  that  night. 

One  of  the  most  alarming  forms  of  this  disease  was  in  the  sudden  at- 
tack of  the  throat  and  air  passages,  with  an  abundant  effusion  of  serum 
by  which  the  patient  was  suffocated  in  a  few  hours.  I  witnessed  more 
than  two  cases  of  this  kind.  A  young  man  had  gone  to  bed  apparently 
well.  At  11  o'clock  I  was  called  to  see  him — found  him  insensible, 
breathigg  with  difficulty  ;  pulse  weak  and  frequent ;  lips  pale  ;  a  wheez- 
ing and  rattling  sound  indicated  impending  sufibcation.  Shortly  after  mid 
night  the  patient  died  as  a  young  child  with  croup. 

Some  cases  assumed  the  form  of  congestive  fever,  ushered  in  by  a 
Jong  protracted  chill,  coma,  imperceptible  pulse,  .  re-action  with  fever, 
restlessness,  followed  the  next  day  witli  an  exacerbation,  increased  in 
intensity,  proving  fatal  die  third  or  fourth  day.  Others  again  were  con- 
sidered to  be  gastro-cephalic  irritation.  Those  which  assumed  the  com- 
inon  form  of  typhoid  pneumonia  were  ushered  in  by  a  chill,  weak  fre- 
quent pulse,  great  prostration,  heavy  weight  at  the  praecordia,  and  frequent 
sighing.  But  what  is  most  remarkable,  there  was  scarcely  ever  any  diffi- 
culty in  breatliing.  But  it  is  still  more  remarkable  tliat  in  this  form  of 
the  disease,  as  well  as  many  other  forms  of  it,  the  stomach  and  bowels 
were  quiet  and  frequently  in  a  healthy  condition,  even  at  the  end  of  the 
fifth  day.  Delirium  occurred  at  an  early  stage,  the  tongue  soon  became 
thickly  coated,  the  teeth  and  lips  covered  with  dark,  tenacious  sordes. 
The  patient  sunk  into  a  deep  coma  about  the  eighth  day  ;  low  muttering 
delirium  ;  opisthotonos  and  death  closed  his  career,  without,  in  many  cases, 
any  apparent  signs  of  a  free  and  easy  expectoration. 

But  the  most  terrible  modification  of  this  strange  malady  was  in  those 
cases  involving  the  brain  and  spinal  marrow.  I  do  not  remember  a  single 
case  of  recovery  where  these  organs  were  assailed. 

Cases  of  this  kind  proved  fatal  in  from  twelve  to  forty-eight  hours. 
The  patient  complained  first  of  a  chilly  sensation,  with  a  violent  pain  in 
the  head,  calling  out — "  O,  doctor,  do  something  for  this  pain  in  my  head." 
In  these  attacks  there  was  at  first  but  little  variation  in  the  pulse,  tongue 
clean,  breathing  natural.  In  many  cases  the  unfortunate  victims  became 
delirious  in  six  hours,  raging  with  madness,  requiring  several  of  their 
companions  to  hold  them  in  their  berths.  These  cases  were  always  at- 
tended by  opisthotonos  of  the  muscles  of  the  neck.  There  was  a  pecu- 
liarity in  the  voice  and  lamentations  of  the  sick,  that  seemed  to  strike 
terror  to  the  hearts  of  the  by-standers.  I  cannot  describe  this  sound — it 
soon  became  a  diagnostic,  the  more  terrible  because  it  was  a  sure  indi- 
cation of  a  fatal  termination.  I  have  no  language  that  can  convey  the 
consternation  manifested  in  every  countenance,  at  seeing  the  athletic  and 
blooming  members  of  the  regiment  cut  suddenly  down,  without  a  moment's 
warning. 

In  the  treatment  of  this  disease,  no  one  was  confident  of  success.  I 


56 


Dysentery  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  Paris. 


invoked  the  aid  of  all  1  had  learned  from  books  or  medical  teachers,  but 
found  it  unavailint;.  I  used  depletion,  emetics  and  cathartics,  in  vain. 
Sometimes  large  doses  of  quinine  seemed  indispensable,  but  these  were 
injurious  instead  of  beneficial.  Tlie  words  "  I  have  a  pain  in  my  head," 
pointed  unerringly  to  the  result.  No  tongue  can  tell  of  the  ten  liiousand 
difficulties  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  physician  in  treating  disease  in  a 
camp,  where  all  is  privation,  and  in  every  countenace  is  depicted  alarm 
and  consternation.  It  is  easy  to  imagine  what  a  depressing  influence  is 
exerted  upon  the  human  mind,  and  how  unavailing  the  healing  art,  how- 
ever well  directed,  when  the  young  soldier  is  prostrated  upon  the  cold 
ground,  unprotected  from  the  keen  blasts  of  the  wintry  winds,  ,with  no 
kind  nurse  or  companion  at  his  side,  turning  a  wistful  eye  homeward,  and 
muttering  the  sweet  words,  "  Mother,''^  "  Sister.^^  Not  only  are  these 
influences  manifested  upon  the  destiny  of  the  sick  man,  but  they  wield  an 
alarming  influence  upon  the  vital  energies  of  those  who  might,  under 
other  circumstances,  have  escaped  the  fatal  snare. 

It  has  been  remarked,  as  a  general  rule,  there  was  no  derangement  of 
the  digestive  system  ;  and  that  the  nervous  system  received  the  shock. 
Perhaps  the  sentient  extremity  of  the  nervous  system,  and  the  capillary 
circulation  of  the  cutaneous  surface,  were  the  first  to  receive  the  injury. 
The  main  object  would  therefore  have  been  to  restore  these  organs  to 
healthy  action,  and  enable  them  to  resist  the  depressing  influences  around 
them.  This  was  best  secured  by  internal  stimulants  ;  brandy  and  opium 
were  the  best  articles.  The  pediluvia  with  mustard  ;  cataplasms  with 
mustard  ;  hot  rocks  to  the  extremities,  and  friction,  were  valuable  adjuncts. 
Were  I  called  again  to  treat  such  a  disease,  I  should  rely  upon  brandy 
freely,  opium  to  allay  irritation,  and  the  external  applications  above 
mentioned.  If  the  patient  were  not  immediately  relieved,  and  we  had 
reason  to  believe  that  the  disease  had  become  fixed,  the  treatment  would 
vary  according  to  circumstances. 


DYSENTERY  IN  M.  LOUIS'S  WARDS  AT  THE  HOTEL  DIEU,  PARIS. 

Dr.  Colin  has  given  in  the  Archives  de  Medecine  for  April,  1848,  a 
very  excellent  description  of  an  epidemic  of  dysentery  which  broke  out  in 
M.  Louis's  wards  soon  after  the  great  heat  of  the  summer  of  1846. 
In  the  space  of  three  months  no  less  than  thirty-four  women,  who  had 
been  admitted  for  various  other  diseases,  were  attacked.  Of  these  thirty- 
four  patients,  sixteen  died,  ten  were  cured,  and  seven  left  the  hospital  in  a 
fair  way  of  recovery.  It  is  very  curious  to  notice  that  the  wards  here 
spoken  of,  are  the  best  kept  and  most  carefully  ventilated  of  the  whole 
establishment,  yet  that  the  epidemic  was  strictly  confined  to  them.  The 
symptoms  and  course  of  the  disease  were  of  the  usual  character,  but  M. 
Colin's  report  is  particularly  interesting  in  an  anatomo-pathological  point 
of  view  ;  for  the  author  has  described  the  morbid  alterations  produced 
by  the  disease  on  the  intestinal  canal,  with  a  very  praiseworthy  accuracy. 
Of  these  alterations  some  were  constant,  and  were  to  be  found  in  the 
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colon  ;  those  situated  towards  the  end  of  the  small  intestines  were  not  so 
regular ;  and  there  were,  lastly,  other  pathological  changes  which  were 
frequently,  but  not  constantly,  met  with  ;  these  were  situated  either 
in  the  duodenum  or  stomach,  or  even  sometimes  in  the  oesophagus, 
the  peritoneum,  the  bladder,  the  lymphatic  glands,  he.  It  will  be  suffi- 
cient for  our  purpose  to  follow  up  the  alterations  which  were  observed  in 
the  colon  ;  these  the  author  divides  into  five  forms — the  first  characterized 
by  the  erosion  of  the  mucous  membrane  alon^  the  whole  tract  of  the 
large  intestines,  or  at  least  over  a  great  portion  of  the  same  ;  the  second, 
by  a  grayish  and  rough  layer,  evidently  pseudo-membranous,  beneath 
which  the  eroded  mucous  membrane  could  be  easily  distinguished  ;  the 
third,  characterized  by  an  alteration  in  the  iollicles  (whether  the  latter 
were  prominent  or  depressed,  disseminated  or  grouped  together),  their 
aperture  being  widened  or  affected  with  a  rounded  ulceration  with  irregu- 
lar margins.  The  fourth  presented  papules  of  the  size  of  a  lentil,  per- 
fectly round,  a  little  flattened  at  the  top,  and  occupied  by  an  ulceration 
also  of  a  circular  form,  all  around  which  the  mucous  membrane  could 
easily  be  raised  off ;  or  else  these  same  follicles  were  changed  into  depres- 
sions, circumscribed  by  a  thick  and  hard  margin,  without  traces  of  any 
solution  of  continuity,  and  under  the  margin  of  the  sub-mucous  cellular 
tissue  might  be  seen,  in  a  state  of  erosion.  Lastly,  the  fifth  alteration 
was  remarkable  for  gangrenous  patches  of  different  sizes,  apparent  all  along 
the  colon.  The  pathological  changes  just  enumerated  may  then  be 
summed  up  under  these  five  heads  : — 1st,  erosion;  2d,  ulceration  of 
follicles  ;  3d,  ulceration  of  the  sub-mucous  cellular  tissue,  with  the  in- 
tegrity of  the  mucous  membrane  covering  it ;  4th,  gangrenous  ulceration  ; 
5th,  superficial  and  circumscribed  ulceration.  The  third  alteration, 
viz.,  the  ulceration  in  the  form  of  a  bulla,  has  never  been  described 
in  any  other  epidemic,  and  this  peculiarity  is  the  more  interesting,  as  the 
author  has  shown  that  this  alteration  was,  in  most  of  the  cases,  the  start- 
ing point  of  the  gangrenous  degeneration.  We  cannot  detail  the  treat- 
ment which  was  employed  in  this  epidemic  ;  purgatives  seemed  to  be 
the  remedies  answering  best.  There  cannot  be  any  doubt  that  correct 
indications  of  treatment  are  deducible  from  the  careful  study  of  patho- 
logical alterations  ;  and  we  cannot  help  thinking  that  Dr.  Golding  Bird, 
in  his  lectures  on  materia  medica  at  the  College  of  Physicians  lately, 
allowed  himself  to  be  carried  a  little  too  far  by  his  enthusiasm  for  or- 
ganic chemistry,  when  he  dealt  so  summarily  with  pathological  investiga- 
tion. We  are  firmly  of  opinion  that  the  more  ardently  we  pursue  the 
study  of  pathology  (without  rejecting  the  assistance  of  any  other  branch  of 
science),  the  more  logical  and  satisfactory  will  our  practice  be. — Lancet. 


CASES  AT  THE  PENITENTIARY  HOSPITAL  ON  BLACKVVELL'S  ISLAND 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — In  a  former  number  of  your  Journal  I  gave  some  account 
of  the  charity  institutions  of  the  city  of  New  York.   Among  other  matters, 
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I  made  some  remarks  relative  to  the  Penitentiary  Hospital  on  BlackwelFs 
Island,  &ic.  Recently  1  have  visited  that  institution  again,  and  had  an 
opportunity  to  see  some  interesting  cases,  brief  reports  of  which  are  at 
your  disposal. 

Dr.  Wm.  Kelly  is  the  Resident  Physician  at  this  Hospital.  Dr, 
K.  politely  conducted  me  through  the  house,  showing  me  his  patients, 
and  at  the  same  time  gave  me  the  history  and  treaiinen|  of  some  rare 
cases,  the  termination  of  some  of  which  has  been  described  to  me  in  a 
late  letter  from  Dr.  K.,  of  which  I.  shall  avail  myself  on  the  present  oc- 
casion. Dr.  K.  is  not  governed  in  treating  his  patients  (many  of  whom 
are  sutfering  frou)  syphilis)  by  specific  methods  or  remedies,  but  lie  makes 
his  diagnosis  in  a  philosophic  and  judicious  manner,  and  prescribes  ac- 
cording to  the  indications  present.  The  success  which  attends  his  la- 
bors is  ail  the  encomium  that  his  reputation  as  a  physician  and  surgeon 
requires,  to  establish  his  name  among  the  distinguished  of  our  profession  ; 
and  it  is  exceedingly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  bear  such  testimony 
in  favor  of  any  of  my  young  professional  brethren.  I  am  aware  that  it 
is  more  fashionable  to  give  the  praise  to  om*  seniors  (and  1  believe  it 
right  to  respect  gray  hairs)  ;  but  if  the  juniors  are  meritorious,  they  should 
be  encouraged.  "  Render  unto  Caesar  the  things  which  are  Caesar's," 
and  let  there  be  no  partiality  in  the  awards  due  the  members  of  a  learn- 
ed and  liberal  profession. 

The  case  of  syphilitic  rupia  which  I  have  before  noticed  (vid.  Jour- 
nal, Vol.  XXXVII.,  page  434),  is  improving.  The  patient  is  entirely 
free  from  scabs,  and  walks  about  in  the  yard.  Her  treatment  latterly 
has  been  warm  baths  every  day,  and  iod.  pot.  in  decoc,  rumex  comp. 
Her  diet  has  been  the  best  the  house  could  afford. 

In  the  same  ward  there  is  a  case  of  adhesion  of  the  superior  part  of 
the  walls  of  the  vagina.  It  seems  to  have  been  the  result  of  superficial 
ulceration.  This  ulceration  appears  to  have  followed  inflanmiation  after 
parturition.  The  vagina  is  but  about  one  and  a  half  inch  long.  The 
woman  is  40  yeai-s  old,  and  of  course  no  operation  will  be  attempted 
for  the  relief  of  the  stricture. 

In  the  niale  hospital  there  is  a  case  of  rupture  of  the  extensor  muscles 
of  the  leg,  at  their  attachment  to  the  patella.  The  patient  is  an  old 
soldier  of  the  British  army,  and  is  a  hard  drinker.  The  accident  occurred 
in  consequence  of  a  fall  ;  the  effort  of  the  muscles  to  recover,  was  too 
great  for  their  strength.  Immediately  after  the  accident,  the  finger  could 
be  inserted  from  above  between  the  patella  and  joint;  between  the  patella 
and  separated  muscles,  there  was  a  gap  of  nearly  two  inches.  Treat' 
ment. — The  injured  limb  was  snugly  bandaged,  the  patella  and  extremity 
of  muscles  brought  into  as  close  proximity  as  possible.  A  splint  was 
])laced  behind  the  limb  to  prevent  any  effort  at  extension,  and  to  keep 
the  joint  motionless,  and  the  patient  kept  on  his  back,  it  is  now  four 
weeks  since  the  date  of  the  accident.  Adhesion  has  taken  place  ;  the 
gap  or  fissure  has  been  filled  up  by  new  formation,  and  is  now  about  an 
inch  in  width.  He  can  extend  the  limb  and  walk  about,  although  it  is 
still  quite  feeble,  and  some  time  may  elapse  before  it  acquires  (if  it  ever 
does)  its  wonted  strength. 
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To  show  the  rarity  of  this  accident,  Dr.  Kelly  thus  writes.  "Dr. 
Wood  informed  me,  a  short  time  since,  that  Dr.  Mott  saw  his  first  case 
of  this  kind  last  winter.  Last  February  there  was  a  similar  case  at  Belie- 
vue  Hospital." 

The  question  suggests  itself,  what  kind  of  a  fracture  would  Dr.  Sweet, 
or  any  other  "  natural  hone  setter,^''  have  made  of  the  above  case?  Dr. 
Sweet's"  diagnosis  probably  would  have  been,  "dislocation  or  fracture 
of  several  of  the  small  hones  of  the  knee  "  !  Yet  such  men  find 
strong  suj)port  from  our  brethren  of  the  clerical  profession,  and  custom 
has  required  our  professional  services  for  them  and  their  famihes  without 
fee ;  and  notwithstanding  much  of  their  influence  is  bent  against  us, 
there  are  some  physicians  who  dare  not  assert  and  maintain  their  rights 
by  disregarding  this  unjust  custom.  But  some  of  your  correspondents 
have  had  sufficient  moral  courage  to  treat  the  subject  justly,  and  I  do 
believe  that  a  large  niajority  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  United 
Slates  are  in  favor  of  having  a  fee  from  clergymen,  in  dollars  and 
cents.  Time  will  tell  if  I  am  incorrect.  But  I  must  beg  the  editor's 
pardon  for  this  digression,  and  return  to  my  subject. 

James  Fox,  aged  21,  was  in  the  Hospital  when  Dr.  K.  received  his 
appointment  in  .January  last.  He  had  then  been  an  inmate  for  a  month, 
and  was  suffering  from  syphilis,  primary  and  secondary.  Symptoms — 
general  cachexia,  pulse  150,  respiration  quick,  anorexia,  &;c.  Chancre 
on  penis,  and  a  bubo  beneath  Poupart's  ligament,  with  a  large  fungous 
growth  protruding  from  the  centre  of  it.  This  bubo-abscess  extended 
up  some  distance,  four  or  five  inches,  and  bled  freely  at  the  slightest 
irritation.  His  face  was  marked  with  a  kind  of  impetiginous  scab. 
There  were  some  ulcers  on  his  arms,  and  a  large  number  on  his  legs — 
foul  looking  and  irritable.  At  first  his  eyes  were  covered  with  thick, 
dark-gray,  rupia  scabs.  Treatment. — At  first  a  general  tonic  and  stimu- 
lant treatment,  with  small  doses  of  iod.  pot.,  without  any  marked  or 
beneficial  results.  Afterwards  larger  doses  of  the  iodide  of  potash  were 
given.  .For  two  weeks  he  took  daily  from  eighty  to  one  hundred  grains 
of  this  salt,  in  the  compound  decoction  of  yellow  dock.  The  result 
of  this  treatment  was  most  satisfactory  :  the  bubo  healed,  the  face  and 
limbs  are  smooth,  the  scabs  having  completely  cleared  off,  and  Dr.  K. 
hopes,  in  a  short  time,  to  discharge  him  cured. 

A  man  came  into  the  Hospital  on  the  1st  of  May  last,  with  a  slough- 
ing chancre,  which  had  already  made  its  way  through  the  upper  surface 
of  the  prepuce.  The  glans  was  protruding  through  it.  The  phagedaena 
gradually  extended  itself,  till  it  had  reached  to  within  an  inch  of  the 
scrotum,  taking  the  glans  and  body  of  the  penis  with  it.  A  variety  of 
applications  were  made  use  of,  with  a  view  of  getting  up  some  new 
action  of  the  parts,  but  in  vain.  When  he  came  in,  he  was  in  a  ca- 
chectic state,  with  a  frequent  pulse,  and  no  appetite — the  pulse  increased 
in  frequency,  with  hectic  syinptoms.  He  had  been  taking  brandy  %  iv. 
daily,  with  sul.  quin.,  and  the  best  of  diet,  but  now  the  brandy  was  in- 
creased to  I  xvi.  a-day,  and  appropriate  doses  of  quinine  and  acid  sul. 
aromat.  were  given.     A  yeast  poultice,  with  charcoal  and  bark,  was 
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applied  to  the  phagedaena.  Under  this  treatment  he  began  to  amend  ; 
the  slough,  was  thrown  off.  The  surface  showed  healthy  granulations, 
the  pulse  came  down,  and  all  the  unfavorable  symptoms  disappeared. 
But  when  he  was  thus  beginning  to  improve,  typhoid  pneumonia  super-- 
vened,  and  the  prognosis  was  anything  but  favorable.  However,  the 
brandy  and  tonics  were  continued — one  wet  cup  to  the  affected  side,  and 
a  number  of  dry  ones.  He  also  took  one  grain  of  antim.  tart,  during 
twenty-four  hours.  In  the  space  of  five  days  the  pneumonia  resolved, 
the  sloughing  sore  again  became  healthy,  and  the  patient  has  been  dis- 
charged cured,  with  a  penis  one  inch  and  a  half  in  length.  The  organ 
had,  as  usual,  hecome  elongated  considerably  as  convalescence  advanced. 

There  were  many  other  cases  of  interest  in  the  Hospital.  There 
were  about  twenty  cases  of  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri,  in  most  instances 
accompanied  with  hypertrophy  and  induration.  The  actual  cautery  had 
been  used  in  one  case  of  great  induration  of  the  cervix,  with  ulceration 
as  a  consequence.  In  other  cases,  the  zinc  paste  (chloride  of  zinc), 
the  nit.  argent.  &ic.,  were  employed.  Such  general  treatment  was  con- 
joined, as  each  particular  case  seemed  to  call  for. 

There  were  several  cases  of  ophthalmia  among  Dr.  K.'s  patients — 
one  or  two  cases  of  corneitis,  and  one  of  ulceration  of  the  cornea,  ap- 
parently the  result  of  the  jyhlyctenulce  of  scrofulous  inflammation.  Treat- 
ment, — Alterants,  good  diet,  &ic.,  with  stimulating  applications  to  the 
eye.  There  was  one  well-marked  case  of  syphilitic  iritis.  The  treat- 
ment consisted  of  alterants  and  anodynes,  such  as  mild  mercurials,  opium 
and  hyoscyamus.  The  pupil  was  kept  well  dilated  by  means  of  the 
extract  of  belladonna. 

It  has  long  been  my  conviction  that  too  little  attention  is  paid  to  the 
study  of  venereal  diseases.  This  should  not  be.  Though  the  disease  is 
a  loathsome  one,  and  for  the  most  part  (but  by  no  means  always )  con- 
fined to  the  lower  orders  of  mankind,  there  is  no  apology  nor  excuse  for 
passing  by  the  wards  of  these  patients  without  devoting  the  same  studious 
care  to  their  phenomena  as  we  bestow  upon  other  diseases.  As  men  de- 
voted to  the  healing  art,  we  are  in  duty  bound  to  go  out  and  relieve  (so 
far  as  is  in  our  power)  all  the  diseases  flesh  is  heir  to,  and  in  no  case  are 
we  to  shrink  from  the  obligations  imposed  upon  us,  even  though  danger 
and  death  stare  us  in  the  face.  But  when  there  is  nothing  in  the  path, 
save  filth  and  disgusting  disease,  who  that  calls  himself  a  man  is  will- 
ins  to  retire  until  he  has  investigated  the  whole  matter?  V^et  I  know 
physicians,  who  are  considered  "  respectable,^^  who  do  not  know  that 
there  is  a  difference  between  syphilis  and  gonorrhoea  !  These  gentlemen 
have  heard  of  John  Hunter,  and  have  their  diplomas — surely  they  feel 
competent  to  treat  all  diseases.  Claudian. 
July,  1843. 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Having  passed  the  division  line  into  the  territory  called 
"  the  East,"  over  which,  from  your  tower  at  Boston,  you  kept  watch  and 
ward,  I  feel  some  hesitancy  in  obtruding  further  correspondence  upon  you. 
On  leaving  Cincinnati,  we  passed  through  the  romantic  and  beautiful  coun- 
try north  and  east  so  rapidly  tliat  no  one  point  detained  me  long  enough 
for  observation.  A  half  day  spent  at  Albany  was  employed  in  recalling  its 
localities,  and  in  renewing  acquaintances.  The  few  days  spent  in  New 
York  were  not  by  any  means  devoted  to  the  profession  ;  and  I  had 
merely  an  opportunity  of  calling  on  Profs.  Mott,  Parker,  Bedford  and 
others.  Fortune  favored  me  in  securing  an  interview  with  Prof.  Parker, 
from  which  I  profited.  We  discussed  tlie  men  of  the  South  and  West. 
On  alluding  to  Prof.  Mussey's  fondness  for  the  bi-lateral  operation  for 
stone,  I  found  that  in  this  predilection  Prof.  P.  shares,  though  from  ab- 
sence of  enthusiasm,  he  is  less  eloquent  in  its  recommendation.  Upon 
the  subject  of  specializing,  and  devotion  to  one  class  of  diseases,  after  a 
thorough  general  knowledge  of  the  science  of  medicine  has  been  ob- 
tained, I  found  the  Prof,  clear  and  explicit;  he  agrees  in  the  sentiment 
that  such  devotion  must  ensure  a  superior  knowledge  of  the  particular 
class  of  diseases  attended  to,  and  a  consequent  advance  in  the  emolu- 
ment arising  from  public  confidence,  as  is  seen  every  day  on  the  Conti- 
nent and  in  England.  1  was  delighted  one  morninc^,  on  going  down  to 
breakfast  at  the  Astor,  to  meet  my  good  friend,  Dr.  A.  S.  Doane,  whose 
translations  have  been  so  useful  in  opening  up  French  medical  literature. 
We  were  soon  deep  in  the  reminiscences  of  the  men  and  hospitals  of 
Paris  ;  its  museums,  its  dissecting  rooms  and  cliniques,  affording  interest- 
ing topics  over  our  colfee. 

Leaving  New  York  for  Philadelphia,  I  was  delighted  to  rejoin  Prof. 
Stone  and  family,  of  New  Orleans,  from  whom  1  had  parted  in  Louis- 
ville. To  him  I  am  indebted  for  the  kindness  of  many  of  the  profes- 
sion in  that  city.  We  were  at  an  early  hour  of  the  first  day  in  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  where  one  of  my  Continental  friends,  Dr.  M. 
Slille,  was  for  the  time  filling  the  place  of  Resident  Physician,  with  Dr. 
Sargeant  as  Resident  Surgeon.  Here  we  saw  the  man  whom  Prof.  Gib- 
son had  said,  in  Europe,  was  one  of  the  first  auscultators  in  the  world, 
Gerhard.  He  was  just  finishing  his  round,  and  after  courteously  ac- 
knowledging previous  acquaintance,  with  his  quiet  manner  begged  to  see 
us  again,  of  which  invitation  I  availed  myself.  Dr.  Fox  had  the  good- 
ness to  take  us  under  his  wing  in  the  surgical  wards,  and  with  sundry 
interesting  cases  for  toj)ics  of  instruction  edified  the  large  class  which  was 
following.  In  one  of  the  beds  we  found  an  individual,  who  having,  some 
months  previous  to  a  lately-sustained  and  serious  accident,  suffered  from 
liemiplegia,  is  now  almost  completely  paralyzed.  Whether  in  his  fall 
on  the  back  of  the  head  and  cervical  column,  he  had  fractured  the 
vertebra,  was  not  ascertainable,  but  a  distressing  priapism  was  one  of  the 
symptotns.    There  was  a  question  whether  it  was  necessary,  to  account 
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for  its  existence,  to  diagnose  clearly  a  direct  injury  to  the  cerebellum. 
As  the  general  shock  to  the  system  subsided,  and  the  active  symptoms 
disappeared,  the  reaction  subsided.  A  case  of  fracture  of  the  clavicle 
enabled  Dr.  Fox  to  show  to  us  and  explain  his  apparatus  for  the  treat- 
ment of  that  accident ;  the  sling  under  the  elbow  of  the  side  injured, 
and  the  auxiliary  pad,  wiiich  are  sustained  by  the  ring  on  the  sound 
shoulder,  leaving  the  point  of  fracture  visible.  Fox's  treatment  for  ble- 
norrhoea  is  in  fact  that  of  Ricord,  but  he  says  he  never  has  to  resort  to  the 
balsamic  preparation — a  success  which  "  abortion  of  the  mucous  inflam- 
mation by  nitrate  of  silver"  can  rarely  claim  in  Paris.  Cases  of  dis- 
eases of  the  eye,  particularly  chronic  conjunctivitis,  are  here  mixed  up,  or 
rather  are  found  in  one  part  of  the  house  not  entirely  distinct  from  the  other 
patients.  But  for  an  opportunity  of  seeing  these,  and  the  accommodations 
which  Philadelphia  offers  for  persons  thus  afflicted,  I  am  indebted  to  the 
kindness  of  Dr.  Fox,  who  took  me  to  Wills  Hospital,  where  I  saw  a  large 
number  of  cases,  now  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Littell,  whose  manual  1 
have  not  yet  had  time  to  examine.  The  children  are  here  very  docile, 
which  enabled  the  operator  to  do  whatsoever  he  wished. 

Prof  Mutter  had  the  kindness  to  accompany  Prof  Stone  and  myself  to 
the  Jefferson  School,  where  we  found  the  neatest  medical  building  which 
1  have  ever  visited.    The  cleanliness  and  perfection  of  arrangement 
were  striking.    In  the  museum  we  found  a  large  and  most  perfectly  pre- 
pared collection  of  specimens  ;  of  which  my  space  and  time  debar  me 
more  than  a  passing  notice  ;  but  when  the  catalogue  is  finished,  we  will 
speak  at  length  of  its  excellence.    Prof.  Meigs  and  Prof  Page  joined  us. 
From  the  urbane  old  father  in  the  science  of  midwifery,  I  gleaned  much 
information,  particularly  relative  to  his  cases  of  inversion  of  the  matrix 
and  spontaneous  reduction.    His  specimens  of  ovology  are  enchanting. 
He  is  en  courant  with  everything  European  ;  ^and  is  inclined  to  agree 
with  Pouchet  on  fecundation  and  its  laws.    When  on  this  subject,  I  refer- 
red to  some  new  artificial  vitiated  pelves,  made  at  my  order  by  Guy  Aine 
before  I  left  Paris  (the  material,  whose  firmness  is  such  as  to  enable  one 
to  use  violence,  perfectly  resembling  bone  in  density,  and  with  the  liga- 
ments attached  cheating  one  into  the  supposition  of  its  being  natural)  ; 
and  he  immediately  noted  them  for  an  order.    Dr.  Mutter  telling  me 
that  he  hoped  to  get  me  to  procure  a  collection  of  osteology,  he.  &ic.,  we 
parted  to  meet  at  Saratoga.    Professor  Dunglison,  with  his  courtly  man- 
ner and  fine  address,  showed  us  every  attention,  and  to  him,  with  a  score 
of  others,  old  friends  and  new,  I  feel  deeply  grateful  ;  in  fact,  in  no 
place  do  medical  men  know  better  what  kindness  and  hospitality  can  do 
ibr  a  stranger,  than  in  Philadelphia.    A  large  proportion  of  the  profession 
were  out  of  the  city  ;  for  here,  where  information,  talent  and  address 
secure  regard  and  practice,  relaxation  is  readily  yielded  to  the  most 
popular.    Farewell,  paradise  of  doctors  !  Yours,  &£C. 

Baltimore,  July  23,  1848.  Clendinen. 
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AMERICAN  SOCIETY  OF  DENTAL  SURGEONS. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  ninth  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Dental  Surgeons, 
took  place  at  Saratoga  Springs,  on  Tuesday,  August  1st,  and  closed  its 
session  on  Friday  of  the  same  week. 

The  ^Association  convened  under  more  favorable  auspices,  than  at  any 
former  period  of  its  history.  It  has  lately  been  subjected  to  a  liberal  use 
of  the  dissecting  knife,  by  which  means  a  series  of  obstacles  are  effectu- 
ally removed,  which  have  heretofore  interposed  between  it  and  that  com- 
plete success  anticipated  by  its  original  founders.  Judging  from  the 
character  of  the  convention  under  consideration,  there  are  evidences 
which  indicate  that  all  of  these  expectations  are  no\y  more  than  realized. 

When  members  of  a  benevolent  and  scientific  association  meet  together 
from  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  with  a  liberal  hand,  regardless  of  age,  or 
the  toils  of  success,  display  to  the  world  all  the  principles  of  their  art, 
and  the  whole  result  of  their  experience  ;  when  mind  comes  in  contact 
with  mind,  and  intelligent  experience  on  the  one  hand,  responds  to  a 
kindred  disposition  on  the  other,  and  all  is  tempered  with  the  spirit  of 
kindness,  and  an  honest  desire  for  the  general  good  ;  success  is  just  as 
legitimate  a  result,  and  just  as  certain  to  ensue,  as  the  ultimate  triumph 
of  truth  itself.  Such  have  been  the  character  and  spirit  of  the  late  con 
vention  at  Saratoga,  and  their  reward  is  already  changing  its  positior) 
from  the  prospective  to  the  present. 

Aside  from  the  time  usually  allotted  to  the  reading  of  dissertations, 
addresses,  and  the  ordinary  business  of  the  Society,  two  days  were  ex» 
clusively  devoted  to  oral  discussions,  and  comparison  of  notes  on  practice. 

Dr.  E.  Parmly,  of  New  York,  was  re-elected  President  of  the  Society  ; 
Dr.  J.  A.  Cleavland,  of  Charleston,  S.  C,  was  elected  1st  Vice  Presiv 
dent ;  Dr.  Alexander  Nelson,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  2d  Vice  President  ;  Dr, 
E.  Noyes,  of  Baltimore,  3d  Vice  President  ;  Dr.  A.  Westcott,  of  Syra« 
cuse,  N.  Y.,  Recording  Secretary  ;  Dr.  J.  B.  Rich,  of  New  York,  Cor- 
responding Secretary  ;  Dr.  J.  H.  Foster,  of  New  York,  Librarian  ;  and 
Dr.  E.  J.  Dunning,  of  New  York,  Treasurer. 

Dr.  C.  A,  Harris  of  Baltimore,  Dr.  A.  Westcott  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y,, 
and  Dr.  W.  H,  Dwinelle  of  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  were  appointed  editors 
of  the  American  Journal  of  Dental  Science, 

The  Convention  adjourned,  to  meet  again  at  Saratoga  Springs  on  ihg 
first  Tuesday  of  August,  1849.  W,  H,  D. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.     AUGUST    16,    1  8  4  8. 


Health  promoted  by  Railroads. — With  a  rapidly  increasing  population , 
it  is  worthy  of  observation  that  Boston  has  not  been  scourgoci  by  an  epi- 


64 


Health  'promoted  by  Railroads, 


demic  for  many  years;  nor  is  there  as  much  sickness  in  it,  in  proportion 
to  its  population,  as  when  the  number  was  far  below  the  present  census. 
And  ii  is  believed  to  be  true,  also,  that  the  annual  mortality  of  the  capital 
of  Massachusetts  is  lower  than  it  ever  has  been  before.  Among  other 
gratifying-  circumstances  conducing  to  this  happy  result,  railroads,  we  are 
inclined  to  think,  have  contributed  more  than  physicians  or  others  seem  to 
have  suspected.  The  people  of  Boston,  and  we  presume  also  of  other 
cities,  avail  themselves  of  a  pleasant  and  rapid  conveyance  in  cars,  on  their 
way  to  transact  an  immense  amount  of  business.  Thousands  of  active,  en- 
terprising men,  who  are  identified  with  the  mercantile  and  mechanical 
thrift  characteristic  of  Boston,  reside  from  two  to  twenty-five,  and  sometimes 
forty  miles  off,  in  the  beautiful  surrounding  towns  and  villages,  which  are 
always  accessible  by  numerous  railroads  at  various  hours  of  the  day  and 
evening.  After  the  fatigues  of  the  day,  and  the  exit  of  customers,  they 
hie  themselves  to  the  magnificent  scenery  which  farms  and  gardens,  hills 
and  dales,  render  incalculably  inviting  through  the  warm  season,  to  pass 
the  night  in  an  untainted  atmosphere,  and  in  clean,  well-ventilated  houses. 
The  following  morning  they  are  again  brought,  by  an  early  train,  to  the 
city,  both  physically  and  mentally  prepared  for  the  pursuits  of  the  day. 
This  class  thus  secure  a  remarkable  degree  of  health  ;  and  longevity,  in 
degrees  varying  according  to  the  healthful  or  unhealthful  nature  of  other 
habits,  will  follow  as  a  necessary  consequence.  Then,  again,  the  different 
members  of  families  are  constantly  making  excursions,  here  and  there,  from 
the  city,  in  consequence  of  the  facility,  rapidity  and  economy  in  moving 
about.  All  the  various  influences  operating  on  the  play  of  the  mus- 
cles of  the  body,  on  the  nerves,  on  the  mind,  and  on  the  circulation 
of  the  blood,  by  rushing  through  the  atmosphere  with  the  momentum 
of  a  bird  on  the  wing,  are  each  of  them  bettering  the  condition  of 
the  body,  and  brace  it  up  firmly  to  resist  the  ordinary  sources  of  indis- 
position, and  secure  the  individual  that  measure  of  health  on  which  much 
of  his  happiness  and  usefulness  in  society  depend.  Railroads,  therefore, 
aside  from  their  pecuniary  enriching  influences,  and  the  resources  they 
furnish  for  trade  and  extended  intercourse,  are  improving  the  condition  of 
humanity  more  particularly  in  the  way  of  promoting  and  sustaining  the 
health  of  cities. 

We  have  felt  an  unusual  degree  of  gratification  in  the  success  of  Mr. 
Spear,  a  gentleman  of  unbounded  philanthropy,  who  secures  to  the  poor 
children  of  Boston,  annually,  a  pleasant  trip  to  some  sweet  grove  beyond 
the  everlasting  din  of  our  crowded  streets,  where  their  lungs  can  be  ex- 
panded by  unvitiated  air,  and  their  senses  regaled  by  the  magnificence  of 
the  Creator's  works  in  the  green  fields,  the  wild  flowers,  the  waving  forests 
and  the  balmy  breezes  of  the  country. 

The  sickly  and  feeble  are  also  benefited  by  railroads.  Dyspeptics, 
those  with  irritable  lungs,  and  debilitated  children,  are  improved  in  health 
by  frequent  transits  in  the  cars  ;  and  it  would  be  the  very  spirit  of  benevo- 
lence to  furnish  poor  and  sickly  females,  a  numerous  body  of  silent,  patient 
sufl^erers  in  all  large  cities,  the  means  for  riding  from  ten  to  twenty  miles 
on  a  railroad,  at  least  twice  a  week,  during  the  summer  months.  While 
some  have  treated  of  the  moral  influences  of  railroads,  and  all  are  familiar 
with  their  commercial  importance  in  developing  the  resources  of  a  country, 
it  is  our  agreeable  province  to  herald  another  property  singularly  overlooked 
in  a  community  exceedingly  blessed  by  their  construction — viz.,  the  stability 
they  are  calculated  to  give  to  the  public  health, 
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Extejided  Lecture  Terms. — Buffalo  Medical  Colleg-e  has  fallen  in  with 
the  plan  of  a  longer  lecture  term,  as  recommended  by  the  American  Medical 
Association.  Five  months  are  decided  upon,  besides  a  dissecting  season  of 
one  month.  Six  medical  colleges  have  now  adopted  the  plan,  viz.  the  Uni- 
versity of  Pennsylvania,  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  Georgia,  Louis- 
ville, and  the  old  and  respectable  school  in  Crosby  Street,  New  York. 
These  are  established  in  character,  and  though  they  may  possibly  have 
fewer  students  for  a  while,  it  is  expected  that  they  will  send  out  excellent 
graduates. 


Medical  Convention  of  South  CaroUna.~^K  valuable  pamphlet,  contain- 
ing minutes  of  the  convention  held  at  Charleston,  Feb.  14th,  came  last 
week.  Dr.  James  Moultrie  was  president,  and  Dr.  R.  B.  Johnson  cor- 
responding secretary;  eighty-eight  medical  gentlemen,  representing  vari- 
ous sections  and  interests  of  the  State,  being  present.  The  code  of  by- 
laws is  admirably  drawn,  with  reference  to  preserving  harmony,  justice 
and  strict  professional  decorum.  If  the  members  ever  quarrel,  it  must  be 
charged  to  an  unfortunate  individual  organization,  and  not  to  any  fault  in 
the  structure  of  their  new  system  of  medical  police.  The  report  on  drug- 
gists— devising  a  mode  of  discouraging  them  from  dealing  in  nostrums — • 
is  a  sensible  paper;  but  leading  a  horse  to  water,  and  making  him  drink, 
are  very  distinct  matters.  If  any  plan  of  this  nature  works  well  in  South 
Carolina,  in  mercy  to  Massachusetts  give  us  the  immediate  benefit  of  the 
discovery.    Whoever  sent  the  transactions,  will  please  accept  our  thanks. 


Stoke  and  BelVs  Theory  and  Practice. — Messrs.  Barrington  &  Haswell 
have  just  issued  the  fourth  enlarged  and  revised  edition  of  the  "Lectures 
on  Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  John  Bell,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  William  Stokes,  M.D.,  of  Dublin."  These  are  names  of  universal 
familiarity  in  medical  literature,  and  nothing  but  what  is  sound  in  doctrine, 
and  of  positive  utility  in  the  science  of  medicine,  is  to  be  found  in  these 
joint  writings.  This  improved  edition  is  in  two  heavy  octavos,  containing 
seventeen  hundred  and  sixty  closely  printed  pages.  Dr.  Bell  has  added, 
with  his  own  prolific  pen,  over  fourteen  hundred  of  them,  which  gives  it  a 
strong  claim  to  the  title  of  an  American  treatise.  The  preface  shows  that 
industry,  a  crowning  virtue  in  all  departments  of  life,  has  been  conspicu- 
ously displayed  in  this  very  learned  effort.  Having  on  former  occasions 
spoken  with  a  cheerful  commendation  of  the  united  labors  of  the  authors, 
it  would  be  supererogation  to  proceed  farther,  and  we  therefore  close  these 
brief  observations  on  a  deserving  publication,  with  the  expression  of  a  hope 
that  a  discerning  professional  public  may  patronize  it,  and  profit  by  it  too. 
Ticknor  &  Co.  have  copies  on  sale. 


Clergymen  encouraging  Quackery. — The  beautifully  written  and  pun- 
gent article  in  this  Journal,  three  weeks  since,  exposing  the  too  frequent 
graceless  interference  of  one  of  the  learned  professions,  in  embarrassing 
the  medical  profession,  is  producing  a  happy  effect  in  opening  the  eyes  of 
certain  officious  meddlers,  who  are  beginning  to  look  about  as  though  they 
intended  to  vindicate  the  reputation  of  the  cloth.  The  pages  of  the  Jour- 
r,al  are  open  to  all  who  have  the  clesjre  to  attempt  a  justification  of  that 
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portion  of  the  clergy  who  are  in  the  habit  of  signing  certificates  of  cures 
by  quack  medicines,  and  in  other  ways  showing  their  liostility  to  the  regu- 
lar profession.  A  brief  notice  of  the  article  alluded  to  (the'first  we  have 
received)  may  be  found  in  the  Journal  to-day.  "  John  "  is  entirely  mis- 
taken in  his  surmise  that  the  writer  is  a  very  young  man,"  and  his 
remarks  would  sound  strangely  in  his  own  ears  if  he  knew  who  he  was 
writing  about. 


hisa?ie  and  Idiots  iu.  the  United  States.— By  the  census  of  1840,  it  ap- 
pears  that  there  were  17,457  idiots  and  insane  people  in  the  United  Slates. 
The  population  was  then  17,069,453— giving,  therefore,  1  of  those  unfor- 
tunate  beings  to  every  977.  Of  these,  4,333  were  supported  at  the  public 
charge,  10,192  at  private  expense;  besides  2,103  colored  persons  at  pri- 
vate, and  829  at  the  public  charge.  New  York,  Massachuscits,  Pennsyl- 
vania, Kentucky  and  Ohio,  have  larger  numbers  than  any  other  States  in 
the  Union.  At  the  period  referred  to,  Iowa  had  but  7,  Wisconsin  8,  Flo- 
rida 10,  Michigan  39,  Arkansas  45,  Louisiana  55,  Delaware  52;  while 
Pennsylvania  presented  1,946.  Since  the  census  was  taken,  the  influx  of 
foreigners  has  been  altogether  unprecedented,  and  from  the  circumstance 
that  cases  of  insanity  abound  in  all  the  lunatic  hospitals  so  much  among 
that  class,  that  a  proposition  was  made  to  our  Legislature  last  winter,  to 
organize  an  asylum  distinctly  for  their  use,  it  is  presumed  the  whole  num- 
ber of  insane  in  the  country  has  nearly  doubled  since  the  completion  of 
the  census  in  1840. 


A  Company  of  Soldiers  struck  by  Lightning. — A  Surgeon  of  the  U. 
S.  A.,  on  the  way  from  Mexico  to  Vera  Cruz,  three  miles  from  Jalapa, 
Was  both  a  spectator  and  sufferer  under  the  following  singular  circum- 
stances "  The  clouds  gathered  in  the  mountains  to  our  right,  and  the 
distant  thunder  warned  ns  that  the  usual  afternoon's  rain  would  soon  be 
upon  us.  We  were  within  half  a  mile  of  camp  when  the  rain  overtook 
us.  The  lightning  descended  to  the  earth  in  vivid  columns,  followed 
quickly  by  sharp  reports  of  thunder.  I  was  riding  in  the  rear,  close  up 
with  the  troops,  in  company  with  another  officer. 

**  I  felt  a  sudden  bewilderment,  as  if  some  stunning  shock  had  raised  me 
in  the  air,  then  all  consciousness  was  gone.  Some  officers  roused  me 
from  rny  stupor  by  asking  if  I  was  hurt.  In  a  few  seconds  my  senses  re- 
turned, when  I  found  myself  upon  the  ground,  enveloped  in  my  cloak, 
with  my  hands  clasped  on  the  back  of  my  neck,  where  I  had  a  severe  pain. 
1  was  again  asked  what  could  be  done  for  me,  as  well  as  for  the  sol- 
diers. My  eyes  were  then  turned  upon  the  regiment.  It  was  a  most  ap- 
palling sight  to  behold.  One  entire  company  was  stricken  to  the  earth, 
their  arms  in  irregular  heaps  beside  them.  It  had  more  the  appearance  of 
a  battle-field  that  had  been  raked  by  an  enemy's  battery,  than  any  other 
scene  I  can  compare  it  with,  except  it  was  more  terrible.  Although  I 
could  not  move  at  the  instant,  I  was  sufficiently  collected  to  give  directions 
for  their  restoration.  Very  soon  I  was  able  to  go  to  them,  and  was  re- 
joiced to  find  most  of  them  only  shocked  by  the  electric  fluid  running 
along  the  ground. 

"  Capt.  Wood  and  two  sergeants  were  more  severely  hurt.  The  Cap» 
tain  was  bleeding  from  the  nose  and  mouth,  and  perfectly  unconscious  of 
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everything  around  him.  One  sera:eant  did  not  breathe  for  a  minute,  and 
then  it  was  with  a  convulsive  effort,  and  at  long  intervals.  Some  men 
had  their  boots  torn  off — others  were  struck  in  an  arm  or  leg  only.  My 
only  remedy  was  the  free  use  of  cold  water,  thrown  suddenly  over  the 
head  and  face.  Fortunately,  all  are  now  well,  and  no  one  suffers  from  its 
effects  but  my  friend  Wood,  whose  face  remains  black  and  blue,  from  the 
eyes  to  the  tip  of  the  chin." 


Hornefs  Nest. — Dr.  T.  T.  Lock  wood,  of  this  city,  at  a  late  meeting  of 
the  Buffalo  Medical  Association,  stated  that,  when  practising  in  the  coun- 
try, he  had  frequenty  prescribed  horneVs  nest,  as  an  antispasmodic,  and 
that  particularly  in  hooping  cough,  he  had  found  it  to  exert  more  influence 
in  controlling  the  paroxysms  and  shortening  the  duration  of  the  affection, 
than  any  other  remedy  he  had  ever  tried.  We  suggest  the  employment  of 
this  article,  especially  to  our  brethren  in  the  country,  where  the  article  can 
be  readily  procured,  in  order  that  its  therapeutical  value  may  be  more  fully 
tested.  Will  some  of  our  classical  friends  invent  a  classical  name  by 
which  to  distinguish  it,  in  season  for  its  formal  induction  into  the  materia 
medica  ? — Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 


To  THK  Editor,  ^c.  Sir, — The  writer  in  your  Journal  upon  "  the  relations  be- 
tween tlie  clerical  and  medical  professions,"  &c  ,  is  doubtless  a  very  young,  and  cer- 
tainly a  very  facetious,  man.  His  article  is  really  quite  funny,  and  for  one  I  am  only 
sorry  ihat  where  there  is  so  nm(rh  wit  there  is  sf)  little  wisdom.  He  speaks  ex  cathe- 
dra,  as  if  he  only  had  a  right.  Yet  in  all  his  reasonings  if  it  be  not  njockery  so  to 
style  it,  he  is  just  about  as  indefinite  and  uncertain,  as  when  he  quotes  about  "  be- 
ing '  wise  in  one's  own  conceit,'  "  and  is  uncertain  whether  to  give  credit  to  St.  Paul 
or  to  Solomon.  He  may  be  a  Paul,  but  he  can't  be  much  of  a  Solomon,  although  he 
may  perchance  surmise  that  "  wisdom  will  die  with  him."  I  am  no  parson,  I  am  no 
doctor;  but  I  respect  and  esteem,  aye,  I  revere,  the  true  man  and  the  christian  who 
may  be  either.  As  for  the  "  young  strut,"  whose  vaniiy  has  led  him  to  forget  that 
one  of  ths  first  elements  of  a  true  nmnhood  is  modest  decorum,  I  can  only  hope  that  it 
is  not  tlie  want  of  cold  water  that  has  made  his  wit  to  flow  at  the  expense  of  his  under- 
standing, and  has  led  him  to  lake  the  vain  assertions  of  a  glowing  imagination,  or  a 
distorted  prejudice,  for  the  logical  conclusions  of  sound  reasoning.  His  conclusions, 
possibly,  may  be  true;  but  not  because  he  says  so  simply.  I  warrant  me,  he  can't 
give  a  decent  reason  for  his  "  ipse  dixit.'"  Funny  phrases  and  Latin  scraps  are  not  ar- 
guments, though  like  tinsel  ihey  may  sometimes  shine  like  gold  in  the  eye  of  the  su- 
perficial observer.  John. 


Married,— J.  B.  Smith,  M.D.,  of  Brookfield,  Vt.,  to  Miss  P.  E.  Porter.— At  Middle  Had- 
dam,  Conn.,  Dr.  Albert  H.  Worthiugton  to  Miss  M.  E.  Huntington. 


Died,— In  Williamsburg,  N.  Y.,  David  S.  Dayton.  M.D.,  27.— At  New  Orleans,  Dr.  B.C. 
Flood,  who,  recently  returned  from  Mexico  in  charge  of  a  detachment  of  soldiers,  committed 
suicide. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Aug.  12th,  119 — Males,  59 — females,  GO. — 
Stillborn.  8.  Of  consumption,  12 — disease  of  the  bowels,  41 — dysentery,  8 — cholera  morbus,  1 — 
— cholera  infantum,  7 — inflammation  of  the  bowels.  2 — infantile,  8 — typhus  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever, 
1 — lung  fever,  2 — <lropsy,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — child-bed.  1 — apoplexy,  2 — convulsions,  7 — 
debility,  1 — smallpox,  1 — syphilis,  1 — drinking  cold  water,  2 — paralysis,  1 — old  age,  2 — acci- 
<lental,  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — teething,  1 — purpura,  1 — marasmus,  3 — inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  1 — scrofula,  1 — spa<iiis,  1. — hemorrhage,  1. 

Under  5  years,  74 — between  5  and  20  years,  9 — between  20  and  40  years,  16 — between  40 
and  60  years,  11— over  60  years.  9. 
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Medical  Miscellayiy . — By  recent  advices  from  Europe,  it  appears  that 
cholera  is  traversing  new  districts  with  a  fearful  stride — thinning  off  the 
population  of  various  countries  with  a  dreadful  destruction.  It  has  finally 
reached  Jassy. — At  a  meeting  of  the  Academic  de  Medecine,  at  Paris,  a 
man  was  described,  who  possesses  the  singular  power  of  making  himself 
longer  or  shorter — two  inches,  it  is  said — at  will.  "  Standing  erect,  he 
can  elongate  the  spine  and  contract  it  again — a  power  which  he  attributes 
to  having  been,  when  a  child,  run  over  by  a  carriage,  causing  some  dis- 
lodgment  and  consequent  mobility  of  the  pelvic  bones." — Report  says  that 
one  medical  gentleman  has  prosecuted  another,  in  New  York,  for  a  libel, 
and  that  the  defendant  will  plead  his  own  case.  Although  iris  a  maxim 
among  lawyers,  that  he  who  argues  his  own  case  has  a  fool  for  a  client, 
it  is  intimated  in  this  instance,  that  the  plaintiff  had  better  be  in  the  coils  of 
a  boa  constrictor,  than  at  the  mercy  of  the  defendant's  tongue.  Truths 
may  be  fearlessly  promulgated,  in  self-defence,  in  a  court  of  justice,  with- 
out apprehension  of  further  annoyance.  —  Dr.  Mann,  of  Lunenburg,  Mass., 
is  the  inventor  of  an  apparatus  for  the  management  of  a  fractured  jaw,  al- 
together superior  to  any  contrivance  heretofore  known  to  surgeons  for  that 
purpose. — The  poisonous  condition  of  sea  clams,  here  at  the  north,  has 
been  productive  of  very  anomalous  and  serious  symptoms,  and  causing  the 
death  of  several  persons. — Ship  fever  is  abating  every  where,  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  by  October  all  the  temporary  hospitals  will  be  cleared  of 
that  order  of  patients. — The  walls  of  the  new  edifice  of  the  Medical  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Buffalo  are  rapidly  advancing.  The  build- 
ing is  one  hundred  feet  deep  by  fifty  feet  front.  It  is  designed  that  the 
walls  will  be  completed  and  the  building  enclosed  the  present  season. 


Pitblic  Education — Proceedings  loorthy  of  Imitation. — The  Secretary 
of  State  for  Public  Instruction  in  Paris  has,  very  properly,  appointed  com- 
missioners to  inquire  into  the  system  of  instruction  in  public  schools,  and 
particularly  with  regard  to  the  number  of  hours  fixed  for  daily  study. 
Most  of  these  commissioners  are  medical  men,  and  their  president  has  just 
sent  round  to  the  heads  of  schools  a  list  of  seventeen  questions,  among 
which  we  have  noticed  the  following :  — 

Did  you  ever  perceive  whether  any  particular  branch  of  study,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  elementary  classes,  had  a  prejudicial  influence  on  the  health 
of  the  pupils  ? 

Could  any  modifications  in  the  duration  of  mental  labor  be  introduced, 
without  detriment  to  the  acquirement  of  knowledge  ? 
Is  the  time  allowed  for  nightly  rest  sufficient? 

What  species  of  punishment  is  used  in  your  establishment  ?  is  it  at  all 
likely  to  interfere  with  the  health  of  the  pupils  ? 

Did  you  notice  whether  cerebral  affections  were  more  frequent  amongst 
the  boys  in  public  establishments,  than  amongst  those  who  are  educated  at 
home  ? 

Did  you  ever  notice  whether  low  fever  was  the  result  of  too  constant 
application  to  study  ? 

Do  you  think  that  a  larger  share  of  physical  education  than  is  allowed 
at  present  could  be  introduced  ? 

Could  improvements  be  made  in  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  food 
supplied  to  the  pupils? — London  Lancet. 
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ETHERIZATIOiN  IN  DELIRIUM  TREMENS. 

BY  JOSEPH    PARRISH,  M.D. 

As  the  anaesthetic  properties  of  chloroform  and  sulphuric  ether,  or  a 
combination  of  the  two,  have  been  extensively  tested  in  surgical  and 
obstetrical  practice,  it  is  a  matter  of  some  interest  and  importance  to 
know  whether  these  articles  may  not  be  advantageously  employed  as 
therapeutic  agents  in  the  cure  of  certain  diseases  of  the  nervous  system, 
which  have  hitlierto  baffled  the  skill  of  the  physician,  or  at  least  have 
caused  him  a  great  amount  of  care  and  solicitude.  Delirium  tremens 
may  be  ranked  among  the  neuroses,  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  indi- 
cating disturbance  of  the  nervous  system  merely  ;  hence  the  trembling, 
watchfulness,  terror,  and  general  nervous  excitement,  which  form  the  pe- 
culiar characteristics  of  the  malady.  To  relieve  these  symptoms  by  in- 
ducing sleep,  is  always  the  first  and  prominent  care  of  the  physician. 
No  matter  what  remedies  may  be  employed,  whether  alcoholic  stimu- 
lants, narcotics  or  revulsives,  to  induce  sleep  is  the  chief  end  in  them  all. 
And  wMiy?  A  depression  of  the  nervous  forces  consequent  upon  the  re- 
action following  excessive  stimulation,  being  the  cause  of  the  distressing 
symptoms,  it  is  evident  that  a  restoration  of  the  suspended  nervous  en- 
ergy wnll  palliate  them,  and  cure  the  evil  ;  and  when  sleep  is  induced, 
and  not  till  then,  is  there  a  hope  of  recovery. 

As  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  sleep  should  be  of  that  artificial  cha- 
racter produced  by  opiates,  the  physician  should  be  careful  not  to  push 
the  remedy  so  far  as  to  induce  narcotism  ;  for  here  he  may  have  a  second 
disease,  from  which  it  may  be  impossible  for  the  system  to  re-act. 
Sleep,  as  nearly  allied  to  the  natural  condition  as  possible,  is  the  most 
desirable.  If  this  may  be  induced  by  merely  checking  the  insomnia  for 
a  time,  by  a  nervous  stimulant,  and  allowing  the  system  to  steady  itself 
long  enough  to  fall  into  a  natural  slumber,  we  have  certainly  gained  a 
great  point  in  the  treatment  of  a  troublesome  disease ;  and  we  may 
on  the  other  hand  by  avoiding  the  use  of  brandy,  or  other  alcoholic 
drinks,  in  the  treatment,  avoid  exciting  the  patient's  fondness  for  stimu- 
lants, and  allow  him  to  recover  with  a  loathing  of  spirituous  liquors,  and 
with  a  hope  of  permanent  restoration.  Again,  it  is  a  point  of  some  mo- 
ment to  avoid  any  medicine,  the  free  use  of  which  (as  opium)  will  be 
followed  by  a  re-action  that  may  require  remedies  for  its  relief.  Whe^ 
4 


70 


Etherization  in  Delirium  Tremens, 


ther  etherization  will  do  all  for  the  patient  that  is  desirable,  is  yet  to  be 
ascertained. 

A.  brief  history  of  a  case  in  which  a  mixture  of  chloroform  and 
sulphuric  ether  was  successfully  employed,  after  the  very  free  use  of 
narcotics  and  stimulants,  may  prove  interestintr. — J.  C,  aged  35,  re- 
cently had  an  attack  of  delirium  tremens  ;  he  is  of  sanguine  nervous 
temperament,  and  very  easily  inlluenced  by  alcoholic  stimulants ;  he 
had  abstained  from  their  use  for  a  year,  but  being  absent  from  home,  and 
meeting  with  an  old  friend,  was  induced  to  drink  a  glass  of  ale;  he  felt 
headache  soon  after,  and  "  drank  more  to  relieve  it."  He  then  took 
brandy,  and  soon  became  intoxicated.  He  remained  in  this  state  several 
days,  was  brought  home  much  disturbed  in  mind,  and  shut  himself  in  his 
room,  hoping  to  sleep  and  be  better.  His  wife  gave  him  freely  of  lau- 
danum, but  he  could  not  rest,  the  wakefulness  continued,  and  with  it 
came  the  harassing  fears  and  illusions,  so  pathognomonic  of  the  disease. 
On  the  second  day  of  the  attack  I  was  called  to  see  him,  and  was  in- 
formed by  his  wife  that  he  was  a  "  hard  patient  to  manage,"  that  his 
former  physician  had  often  said  that  he  found  it  more  difficult  to  put  him 
to  sleep  than  any  patient  he  had  ever  seen.  Opium  was  the  remedy 
uniformly  employed,  and  he  had  been  accustomed  to  very  large  quanti- 
ties. After  evacuating  the  bowels  thoroughly,  I  gave  it  to  him  freely 
in  the  form  of  laudanum,  black  drop,  and  sulphate  of  morphia,  at  different 
times,  but  without  eflfect.  For  forty-eight  hours  he  took  largely  of  some 
preparation  of  the  drug,  at  intervals  of  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half, 
and  drank  freely  of  camphor  water,  and  aromatic  spirits  of  ammonia. 
He  positively  refused  taking  brandy  or  any  of  the  ordinary  alcoholic 
beverages,  and  his  family  strongly  objected  ;  hence  the  resort  to  the  ner- 
vous stimulants  before  named,  as  substitutes.  Finding  the  remedies 
which  were  employed  altogether  inefficient,  being  afraid  to  urge  the 
opiates  any  farther,  and  the  patient  and  his  friends  being  unwilling  to  use 
any  of  the  alcoholic  preparations,  on  account  of  the  fear  of  reviving  the 
appetite  for  them,  I  felt  myself  warranted  in  trying  the  effect  of  sul- 
phuric ether,  and  sought  the  advice  of  my  friend.  Dr.  Trimble,  upon  the 
subject.  He  was  unprepared  to  recommend  its  employment,  having  had 
no  experience  in  its  use.  I,  however,  determined  to  give  it  a  trial,  and 
invited  the  doctor  to  witness  its  effect  on  the  patient.  We  visited  him 
together,  and  applied  a  sponge  wet  with  the  sulphuric  ether  to  his  nos- 
trils ;  at  first  he  resisted  it  with  some  violence,  saying  that  it  was  an  in- 
vention to  kill  him  ;  by  the  exercise  of  perseverance  and  firmness,  how- 
ever, he  soon  yielded,  and  became  fond  of  it,  graspincr  the  sponge  convul- 
sively, so  that  it  required  considerable  effort  to  remove  it  from  his  hand. 
He  became  somewhat  calmed,  but  did  not  sleep  ;  his  eyes  were  kept 
open,  and  presented  an  unnatural  appearance  ;  he  would  occasionally 
start  upon  his  feet,  and  struggle  with  some  imagined  foe.  At  times  he 
would  cry  out,  and  beg  us  not  to  kill  him  ;  it  was  tliis  fear  of  being 
killed  that  haunted  him  through  his  sickness,  so  that  he  would  rush  from 
his  room,  and  hide  himself  in  other  parts  of  the  house,  and  among  his 
neighbors.    No  restraint  was  imposed  upon  him,  it  being  deemed  suffi- 
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cient  to  have  him  constantly  In  the  presence  of  an  attendant,  who 
guarded  him  from  harming  himself  or  others. 

The  ether  did  not  put  him  to  sleep,  though  it  was  continued  for  four 
hours  at  short  intervals,  during  which  time  ahout  two  ounces  were  con- 
sumed. Failing  to  produce  the  desired  effect,  a  glass  inhaler,  containing 
a  sponge  saturated  with  ether  and  chloroform  (half  an  ounce  of  ether  and 
forty  drops  of  chloroform)  in  combination,  was  applied  to  the  mouth,  and 
in  less  than  fifteen  minutes  the  patient  fell  back  upon  his  pillow,  in  a 
sound  slumber,  which  continued  without  interruption  for  six  hours,  when 
he  awoke  and  expressed  himself  quite  well.  He  had  not  the  slightest 
return  of  delirium  afterwards,  and  convalesced  rapidly.  While  under 
the  ethereal  influence,  his  pulse  varied  considerably  ;  during  the  first 
hour  or  two,  while  inhaling  the  ether,  it  became  somewhat  accelerated 
and  smaller,  but  when  brought  completely  under  the  eflfect  of  the  remedy, 
it  moderated,  and  was  nearly  natural  as  to  frequency  after  waking,  though 
quite  feeble  from  long  watchfulness  and  excitement. 

The  writer  is  aware  that  it  is  unsafe  to  conclude,  from  the  history 
of  one  case  alone,  that  the  same  course  of  treatment  may  be  safely 
pursued  in  every  case  of  delirium  tremens  ;  but  the  character  of  the 
disease,  and  its  obstinate  persistence,  in  many  cases,  notwithstanding  the 
free  use  of  opium  and  stimulants,  may  afford  good  reason  for  adopting 
the  plan  which  proved  so  successful  in  the  instance  just  cited. — Neiv 
Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 


SKETCHES  OF  MEDICAL  MEN  AND  MATTERS  AT  THE  SOUTH. 

[It  always  gives  us  pleasure  to  lay  before  the  readers  of  the  Journal, 
authentic  information  respecting  our  professional  brethren,  and  the  scien- 
tific and  charitable  institutions,  in  various  portions  of  our  country.  We 
have  been  favored  with  many  communications  of  this  kind,  from  physi- 
cians residing  in  diflxMent  places.  Much  that  is  interesting  to  others, 
in  certain  places,  is  often  overlooked  by  a  resident,  but  readily  seen 
and  reported  by  a  transient  visiter,  who  is  also  free  to  speak  of  personal 
character  and  reputation.  As  a  good  specimen  of  travelling  sketches 
we  therefore  copy,  with  some  omissions,  from  the  American  Journal  of 
Insanity,  the  following  letter  from  New  Orleans — it  being  one  of  a  series 
written  on  a  tour  from  Utica,  N.  Y.,  to  the  South  and  West  during  the 
last  spring.] 

After  visiting  many  places  of  interest  at  Washington,  such  as  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Congressional  Li- 
brary, Patent  Office,  and  calling  on  the  heads  of  departments,  attend- 
ing a  levee  at  the  President's,  and  several  parties,  which  differed,  how- 
ever, in  no  respect  from  those  in  large  towns  elsewhere,  except  in  Wash- 
ington they  are  rather  more  crowded — we  left  the  3d  March,  passing 
through  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Georgia  and  Alabama, 
and  arrived  at  New  Orleans  the  16th  of  March.  There  are  two  State 
Lunatic  Asylums  in  Virginia,  one  at  Williamsburg,  and  one  at  Staunton, 
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neither  of  which  did  we  visit.  There  are  none  in  North  Carolina,  hut 
one  at  Columbia,  South  Carolina.  There  is  also  one  at  Milledgeville, 
Georgia. 

At  Augusta,  Ga.,  we  had  the  pleasure  of  meetinsj  an  esteemed  ac- 
quaintance, Dr.  Ford,  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the 
Georojia  Medical  College.  He  is  also  Mayor  of  the  city.  With  him 
we  visited  the  Medical  College.  This  is  a  well-endowed  institution,  and 
our  impressions  were  very  favorable  in  regard  to  it  as  a  place  for  medical 
instruction.  We  also  saw  Professor  Paul  F.  Eve,  and  with  him  saw  an 
interesting  case  of  epilepsy.  The  patient  liad  visited  Europe  and  con- 
sulted Rostan,  Velpeau  and  Leuret  of  Paris,  and  C.  B.  Williams  of  Lon- 
don. An  account  of  the  case  and  the  prescriptions  of  these  distin- 
guished medical  men  will  be  found  in  the  October  and  November  num- 
bers of  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  of  which  })eriodical 
Dr.  Eve  is  the  editor. 

Dr.  Ford  gave  us  much  information  respecting  the  diseases  of  that 
part  of  the  country,  and  his  authority  is  very  high.  His  articles  in  the 
Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  on  intermittent  fever  and  the  use 
of  quinine,  we  regard  as  very  valuable,  and  regret  that  he  does  not 
more  frequently  Aivor  us  with  the  results  of  his  reflection  and  experience. 
He  informed  us  that  the  colored  population  were  quite  subject  to  epi- 
lepsy, and  pointed  out  one  case  in  a  lad  16  years  old.  He  also  said  the 
blacks  were  but  little  subject  to  insanity,  and  that  there  were  no  more 
idiots  among  them,  than  among  the  whites,  according  to  the  population. 
Mulattoes,  he  says,  are  less  healthy  than  pure  blacks.  None  of  the 
latter  died  of  yellow  fever,  that  raged  at  Augusta  witli  great  severity  in 
1839.  At  that  time  all  the  physicians  and  all  the  clergymen  of  the 
place,  who  had  not  previously  had  the  disease,  were  seized  with  it,  and 
all  persons  were  attacked  by  it  who  came  into  the  city  even  for  one  hour. 
The  disease  was  clearly  of  local  origin.  It  arose  from  one  filthy  point, 
and  spread  over  the  city. 

At  Montgomery,  a  very  pretty  town,  and  the  capital  of  the  State  of 
Alabama,  we  met  with  Dr.  Sims,  known  by  his  contributions  to  the 
medical  journals  of  the  country,  especially  by  his  articles  on  trismus 
nascentium.  He  informed  us  tliat  a  proposition  was  made  to  the  Ala- 
bama Legislature,  which  had  just  closed  its  session,  to  appropriate  the 
old  capitol  building  at  Tuscaloosa  for  a  State  Lunatic  Asylum.  The 
proposition  was  not  acceded  to,  as  some  members  thought  it  was  made 
not  in  good  faith,  but  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  all  expectation  of  the 
Legislature  ever  again  meeting  at  Tuscaloosa.  Dr.  S.  thought  a  State 
lunatic  asylum  was  much  needed  in  Alabama,  and  was  of  opinion  that 
one  would  be  established  within  a  few  years.  We  found  here,  just  re- 
covering from  sickness,  an  old  friend.  Dr.  Jarvis,  of  Connecticut,  the 
inventor  of  a  celebrated  fracture  apparatus.  He  had  been  spending 
some  time  at  the  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans,  among  those  suffering 
from  ship  fever.  Attacked  by  the  same  disease,  he  hurried  homeward, 
but  at  Montgomery  became  too  sick  to  travel.  He  had  been  for  several 
weeks  in  a  dangerous  condition,  but  was  now  convalescent.    Dr.  S.  in- 
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formed  us  that  a  singular  disease  was  then  prevalent  in  Montgomery,  and 
hitherto  confined  entirely  to  the  colored  population,  and  that  all  attacked 
by  it  had  died.  It  seenied  to  us,  judging  from  his  description,  to  be  me- 
ningitis,  which  is  sometimes  epidemic. 

Late  in  the  evening  of  the  Uth,  we  embarked  on  board  the  steam- 
boat Daniel  Piatt,  for  Mobile,  where  we  arrived  the  evening  of  the  IStli. 
A  good  boat,  good  fare,  pleasant  conipany  and  interesting  scenery,  made 
our  passage  down  the  Alabama  river  the  most  delightful  part  of  our 
journey. 

At  Mobile  we  had  a  few  minutes'  conversation  with  Dr.  Nott,  distin- 
guished by  his  writings  on  the  "  Natural  History  of  the  Caucasian  and 
Negro  Races,"  and  "  health  and  longevity  of  southern  seaports,"  &c. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  the  white  and  negro  races  are  distinct  species,  and 
inclined  to  consider  the  Mulattoes  as  hybrids,  a  degenerate,  unnatural  off- 
spring, doomed  by  nature  to  work  out  its  own  destruction. 

We  have  now  been  at  New  Orleans  ten  days,  and  seen  much  to  in- 
terest us.  The  Levee,  filled  with  a  vast  and  motley  collection  of  hu- 
man beings  and  products  fi'om  all  parts  of  the  world,  with  its  long  line 
of  ships  and  steamboats,  is  among  the  greatest  curiosities  of  this  or  any 
other  country. 

But  there  is  much  else  to  attract  the  attention  of  travellers — the  slave 
markets,  the  burial  grounds,  the  old  French  market,  &ic.,  are  peculiarly 
interesting,  as  exhibiting  customs  and  manners  new  to  the  residents  of  the 
North.    But  here  is  not  the  place  to  particularize  them. 

We  saw  but  little  at  New  Orleans  relating  to  the  insane.  There  is, 
at  present,  no  State  asylum  for  their  accommodation,  but  one  is  building 
at  Jackson,  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  above  New  Orleans. 
From  all  we  learned  respecting  it,  from  those  who  have  recently  seen 
the  building,  we  infer  that  it  is  built  on  a  cheap  and  poor  plan.  A  farm 
of  one  hundred  acres  is  to  be  connected  with  it. 

The  insane  of  this  State  are  now  kept  in  a  building  in  the  rear  of 
the  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans.  At  the  time  of  our  visit  there  were 
about  seventy  insane  patients,  mostly  old  and  demented  cases,  under  the 
care  of  the  House  Surgeon,  Dr.  Wedderstrandt,  who  devotes  himself 
with  benevolent  zeal  to  tlieir  comfort  and  welfare.  Many  of  these  assist 
about  the  Hospital,  hut  it  is  a  poor  place  for  the  insane.  They  are  an- 
noyed and  injured  by  the  patients  in  the  general  Hospital,  and  there 
are  no  suitable  grounds  for  exercise.  We  saw  one  man  walking  in  a 
small  yard,  with  iron  fetters  on  to  prevent  his  running  away.  We  no- 
ticed that  many  slept  in  dormitories  with  musquito  nets  attached  to  the 
bedsteads.  The  irritation  occasioned  by  musquitos  in  this  region  must 
be  great,  to  those  who  are  so  deranged  that  they  cannot  make  use  of 
such  nets.  We  saw  here  a  padded  room.  Notwithstanding  the  pads 
were  made  of  very  strong  cloth,  they  had  recently  been  torn  by  a  vio- 
lent patient,  and  the  hair  scattered  about  the  room.  A  very  large  pro- 
portion of  admissions  into  the  lunatic  department  are  cases  of  mania  a 
potu.  The  total  nuniber  of  admissions  into  this  department,  including 
cases  of  mania  a  potu,  for  1847,  was  678.  Discharged,  541.  Deaths,  25. 


74 


Medical  Men  and  Matters  at  the  South. 


Dr.  VV.  tolfl  us  that  Indians,  though  drunk  half  the  time,  did  not  have 
mania  a  potu,  and  he  thinks  tliat  the  Spanish,  French,  and  the  negroes, 
wlmn  exposed  to  the  same  causes,  far  less  liahle  to  this  disease  than  the 
Ent^hsh,  Irish  ami  Germans. 

The  reception  of  patients  into  the  general  Hospital  has  bt^en  very  great 
the  [)ast  year,  viz.,  11,690;  of  which  number,  9,369  were  discharged, 
2,037  died,  and  8*28  remained  January  1st,  1848.  One  hundred  pa- 
tients were  received  in  one  day,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  foreigners — 
mostly  Irish,  suffering  from  ship  fever.  iVlany  of  the  medical  and  other 
assistants  suffered  from  fever  thus  introduced.  Twenty  of  the  Sisters  of 
Charily  were  affected  by  it,  seven  of  whom  died.  Ten  of  the  medical 
students,  who  acted  as  assistants,  had  the  fever,  and  remained  in  the 
Hospital,  but  none  died. 

Mr.  Gliddon  is  here  lecturing  on  Egypt.  We  attended  one  evening, 
and  after  the  lecture  asked  him  if  he  had  found  anything  in  his  re- 
searches relating  to  insanity  annong  the  ancient  Egyptians.  The  query 
sieemed  new  to  him,  but  he  replied  that  he  had  not  ;  he,  however,  said 
that  among  the  one  hundred  heads  which  he  had  sent  from  Egypt  to 
Dr.  Morton,  two  were  evidently  the  heads  of  idiots.  This  would  seem 
to  show  tliat  idiocy  was  more  prevalent  among  them,  than  among  modern 
nations.  He  also  remarked  that  the  Egyptians  always  figured  a  good 
head  for  priests  and  those  in  office,  &ic.,  but  gave  a  poor  idiotic  head  to 
those  engaged  in  trivial  or  menial  employments. 

VVe  visited  the  United  States  Barracks,  now  mainly  a  hospital  for  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Wood,  to  whom  we  were 
indebted  for  valuable  information  and  many  civilities.  He  is  the  son-in- 
law  of  General  Taylor,  and  has  long  been  connected  with  the  army,  and 
now  resides  with  his  family  at  the  Barracks.  We  here  saw  some  of  the 
sad  results  of  war.  Men  of  robust  frames  broken  down  by  long-continued 
disease,  caused  by  irregular  diet,  change  of  habits,  and  exposure  in  a  bad 
climate  ;  others  with  loss  of  limbs  and  suffering  from  severe  wounds. 
We  also  saw  here  two  deranged  soldiers  ;  one  was  probably  insane  when 
he  enlisted.  We  understood  that  application  had  been  made  for  their 
discharge,  and  that  probably  they  would  soon  be  removed.  We  have 
known  four  instances  of  insane  persons  enlisting.  Two  were  soon  dis- 
charged, but  two  others  who  had  been  patients  here,  and  not  fully  re- 
stored when  they  left  and  enlisted,  have  served  two  or  three  years  in 
the  army.  We  have  had  several  letters  from  them.  One  complains 
much  of  his  hardships  and  wishes  to  be  discharged  ;  the  other  seems 
delighted  with  the  o[)portunity  afforded  him  of  seeing  new  countries,  and 
makes  no  complaint. 

New  Orleans  is  thought  not  to  be  an  unhealthy  place,  with  the  exception 
of  seasons  when  the  yellow  fever  prevails.  The  total  number  of  deaths, 
however,  the  past  year  is  very  great,  viz.,  7,499,  out  of  a  population 
of  about  100,000.  2306  died  of  yellow  fever.  Many  of  these  deaths 
occurred  among  those  who  should  not  be  considered  as  belonging  to  the 
population  of  New  Orleans.  A  large  number  of  soldiers  going  to,  and 
returning  from,  the  Mexican  war,  and   still  a  larger  number  of  recent 
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emigrants  from  Europe,  have  contributed  to  swell  the  list  of  deaths  far 
beyond  what  is  usual.  In  1845  the  deaths  were  but  2,183.  Children 
are  said  to  be  very  healthy  in  New  Orleans,  and  we  should  judge  so  from 
their  appearance  in  schools. 

We  are  inclined  to  doubt  the  very  common  assertion,  that  white  peo- 
ple cannot  endure  hard  labor  as  well  as  the  blacks  at  the  extreme  South. 
It  may  be  so,  but  fioin  all  we  could  learn,  and  our  inquiries  were  nume- 
rous, especially  of  white  laborers,  we  were  strengthened  in  the  opinion 
that  the  Caucasian  or  white  race  of  men  are  the  most  hardy  of  all,  and 
will  best  endure  fatigue  and  labor  in  all  climates.  The  acclimated  and 
the  white  natives  who  labor  enjoy  irood  health,  and  many  live  to  an  ad- 
vanced age  at  the  South.  Some  kinds  of  labor,  and  certain  localities, 
here,  are  injurious  to  the  health,  and  shorten  the  lives  of  both  whites  and 
blacks. 


CLAIMS  OF  THE  CLERICAL  UPON  THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION. 

IGoininunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jouriini.] 

A  RESOLUTION  introduced  by  Dr.  Piatt,  at  a  recent  meeting  of  the  Con- 
necticut Medical  Society,  seems  to  have  called  forth,  through  the  me- 
dium of  the  Journal,  some  remarks  respecting  the  propriety  of  exact- 
ing medical  fees  of  clergymen  ;  a  subject  which,  if  agitated  by  us, 
should  be  treated  with  that  candor  and  sober  consideration  which  the 
world  have  a  right  to  expect  of  us  as  members  of  a  high  and  honorable 
profession. 

The  preamble  of  that  resolution  is  expressed  in  rather  unqualified 
terms,  and  contains  an  allegation  which,  if  designed  for  the  clergy  as  a 
body,  is  as  unjust  as  it  is  ungenerous.  I  cannot,  however,  fully  con- 
cur with  Dr.  Chandler,  that  there  is  anything  unrighteous  in  the  spirit 
of  the  resolution  itself.  I  can  even  conceive  how  such  a  resolution  may 
be  in  accordance  with  medical  usages  in  a  "  highly  cultivated  and  liberal 
section  "  of  our  country,  since  it  appears  to  be  founded  on  the  principle 
of  equal  justice.  The  lawyer  will  hardly  be  persuaded  to  render  his 
services  gratuitously.  The  farmer  would  be  loth  to  throw  open  the  gates 
of  his  benevolence,  and  permit  even  the  clergy  to  enter  and  partake  of 
his  substance  without  price  and  without  money.  The  tradesman  de- 
mands an  equivalent  for  his  merchandize,  and  the  mechanic  a  remunera- 
tion for  his  labor.  Now  upon  what  principle  of  equity  is  founded  that 
custom  that  would  make  the  physician  an  exception  to  this  general  rule  ? 
Our  services  are  not  less  valuable,  nor  are  our  obligations  greater  than 
those  of  other  men.  Those  clergymen  who  are  in  indigent  circumstan- 
ces have  a  connnon  claim  upon  our  charity  ;  and  I  venture  the  asser- 
tion that  there  are  few,  if  any,  instances  where  that  claim  has  not  been 
practically  acknowledged.  But  let  it  be  remembered  that  the  calls  of 
necessity  are  equally  imperative  from  the  Jew  and  the  Gentile.  The 
shriek  of  the  poor  suffering  slave  of  Mohammed,  and  the  cry  of  the 
afflicted  pontiff,  strike  with  equal  force  upon  the  ear  of  philanthropy. 
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To  the  clerical  profession  we  o\^e  much  ;  and  while  we  hail  its  mem- 
bers as  the  faithful  guardians  of  our  spiritual  health,  we  look  to  them 
for  a  high  standard  of  intelligence  as  well  as  integrity.  We  do  not  re- 
quire of  them  an  intimate  knowledge  of  our  science ;  consequently  we 
cannot  expect  them,  in  all  instances,  to  appreciate  its  merits.  But  we 
ask  of  them  a  modest  deference,  a  cautious  discriniination  between  the 
true  and  the  spurious,  and  a  prudent  co-operation  in  all  measures  calcu- 
lated to  advance  the  interest  or  the  welfare  of  humanity.  Jn  this  1  be- 
lieve we  are  not  generally  disappointed.  I  grant  there  are  many,  claim- 
ing to  be  "  heralds  of  the  cross,"  and  bright  models  of  puiiiy,  who  ex- 
hihit  a  disgraceful  officiousness  in  the  affairs  of  our  calling  ;  ever  ready, 
with  a  pufli",  to  propel  the  car  of  empiricisiu,  or  swell  the  brazen  trumpet 
of  a  medical  heresy.  True,  there  is  scarcely  a  vile  nostrum  afloat  but 
is  borne  on  the  wings  of  clerical  authority  ;  or  a  medical  d' lusion  but 
has  the  sanction  of  great  names,  and  good,  even  "  Right  Reverend 
Fathers  in  God."  The  influence  of  such  is  not  inconsiderable,  and  we 
too  often  find  them  stumbling-blocks  in  our  path,  baffling  our  most  hu- 
mane undertakings. 

But  these  things  have  been  too  often  repeated  to  excite  our  surprise 
or  our  indignation.  We  should  learn  to  encounter  thejn  with  that  for- 
bearance which  constitutes  so  essential  an  element  in  the  character  of 
an  humble  disciple  of  jEsculapius.  We  should  approach  such  cases  as 
we  do  those  of  physical  disease ;  for  if  we  examine  them  philosophi- 
cally and  physician-like,  we  shall  invariably  discover  symptoms  denoting 
a  morbid  condition  of  the  head  instead  of  the  heart.  The  fact  that  we 
have  suffered  aggressions  does  not  justify  us  in  assuming  a  hostile  atti- 
tude ;  nor  do  the  short-comings  and  misdemeanors  of  a  few  individual 
clergymen  modify,  in  the  least,  our  duty  towards  that  useful  and  highly 
respectable  class  of  men. 

I  would,  therefore,  suggest  the  adoption  of  a  rule,  that  we  will,  at 
discretion,  render  our  services  gratuitously  to  all  clergymen  whose  circum- 
stances seem  to  require,  or  whose  consistent  course  of  conduct  has  merited 
such  favor ;  while  those  who  have  exerted  their  influence  to  embarrass 
and  cripple  our  usefulness,  should  they  be  cast  upon  the  resources  of 
rational  medicine,  shall  enjoy  all  the  advantages  of  our  art,  and  shall  be 
required  to  render  full  and  ample  compensation  for  the  same.  There  is 
nothing  illiberal  in  the  strictest  justice,  neither  is  there  justice  in  that 
liberality  that  would  dispense  with  a  prodigal  hand,  regardless  of  worth 
or  necessity.  "  Honor  to  whom  honor,  and  custom  to  whom  custom  is 
due,"  is  a  maxim  not  incompatible  with  the  purest  principles  of  philan- 
thropy or  religion.  H.  O.  Jevvett. 

Summer  Hill,  N.  Y.,  August  I2th,  1848. 


CASES  TREATED  BY  JARVIS'S  SUR(iICAL  ADJUSTER. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Case  I. — The  first  opportunity  which  I  had  to  test  the  powers  and  pro- 
perties of  Dr.  Jarvis's  adjuster,  was  on  the  18th  February,  1847,  in  a 
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case  of  dislocation  of  the  hip,  the  head  of  the  femur  being  thrown  up- 
wards and  backwards  on  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium.  The  subject  of  the 
accident  was  a  very  stout  Irishman,  and  about  25  years  old — indeed,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  a  more  muscular  man — and,  withal,  it  was 
during  the  severe  cold  weather  in  the  month  of  February,  in  which,  and 
in  the  other  cold  months,  dislocations,  for  obvious  reasons,  are '  more 
difficult  to  reduce  than  in  the  warmer  seasons  of  the  year.  On  the 
whole,  I  thought  it  as  difficult  and  forbidding  a  case  for  reduction  as  any 
I  ever  saw.  The  accident  occurred  while  the  man  was  at  work  on  a 
railroad,  by  his  l)eing  caught  under  a  slide  of  frozen  earth. 

I  applied  the  adjuster,  agreeably  to  instructions  given  in  Dr.  Jarvis's 
Lectures,  fourth  edition,  pp.  34,  35,  36  ;  and  by  a  long-continued  and 
judicious  effort,  I  succeeded  in  thus  reducing  the  dislocation.  My  patient 
recovered  in  the  usual  time. 

Case  11.  The  second  case  in  which  I  used  the  adjuster,  and  which 
was  on  the  6th  March,  1847,  was  one  of  a  very  grave  aspect. 

Thomas  Kerwin,  a  young  man  about  "21  years  of  age,  had  had  his 
thigh  broken  more  than  seven  months  previous  to  his  calling  on  me. 
The  limb,  unfortunately,  had  been  badly  treated.    On  examination,  I 
found  it  three  inches  shorter  than  the  other,  and  very  crooked,  being  bent 
outward  at  an  angle  of  25  degrees  from  its  normal  line.    It  had  originally 
been  an  oblique  fracture,  and  very  near  the  centre  of  the  bone.    It  was 
now  firm,  and  surrounded  by  an  ossific  tumor,  which,  however,  was 
largest  on  the  inner  convex  portion  of  the  bone.    He  had  already  con- 
sulted some  of  the  best  surgeons  in  this  region  of  country,  but  they, 
regarding  the  case  as  one  that  could  not  be  benefited,  would  not  attempt 
any  thing  to  improve  the  limb.    I  also  advised  iiim  not  to  think  of  med- 
dling with  it,  giving  him,  as  the  reason,  that  it  would  be  attended  with 
pain  and  danger  to  himself,  and  would  be  the  occasion  of  much  trouble 
to  the  surgeon  who  should  attempt  to  improve  it.    And  yet  he  might  or 
might  not  be  successful,  even  without  danger  attending  it.    His  reply  to 
me  was,' that  he  could  not  think  of  being  a  cripple  for  life,  and  if  1  did 
not  engage  for  him,  he  would  go  to  some  one  who  would,  he.  he. 
,  Finding  him  so  determined,  I  at  length  concluded  to  make  the  best 
effort  in  my  power  to  restore  the  limb  to  usefulness.    Accordingly,  I 
called  on  Dr.  Crandall  to  assist  me  in  the  case.    We  visited  him,  by 
appointment,  on  the  6th  March,  and  found  him  unchanged  in  his  purpose 
of  having  the  trial  made.    We  therefore  placed  him  on  a  bench  arranged 
for  the  purpose,  and  applied  the  adjuster  in  the  way  and  manner  directed 
for  dislocations  of  the  hip,  as  in  the  first  case.    After  putting  upon  the 
limb  the  full  force  of  the  instrument,  I  gave  a  slight  blow  on  the  most 
convex  portion  of  the  bone.    It  gave  way  in  an  instant,  and  immediately 
assumed  a  straight  position.    He  fainted  and  fell  back  on  the  bench. 
After  recovering  from  the  shock,  he  was  placed  in  bed  and  the  limb 
dressed  on  the  double  inclined  plane,  in  the  manner  directed  in  Jarvis's 
Lectures,  pp.  47,  48  and  49,  for  oblique  fractures  of  the  thigh,  keeping 
up  constantly  a  moderate  degree  of  extension  on  the  limb,  rnd  increasing 
tiiat  extension  daily  as  the  patient  was  found  able  to  bear  it,  until  the 
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limb  becatne  as  long  as  the  other.  He  was  confined  only  eight  or  ten 
weeks,  when  he  was  discharged,  cured,  with  a  limb  in  every  respect  as 
good  as  the  otiier,  much  to  the  joy  of  his  parents  and  friends,  and  untold 
benefit  to  hiniself. 

I  have  used  Dr.  Jai  vis's  Adjuster  in  many  and  various  cases,  and  from 
my  experience  with  it,  I  believe  that  in  the  hands  of  those  who  well 
understand  its  ap[)lication,  its  powers  and  its  properties,  there  cannot  be 
found,  for  reducing  luxations  and  retaining  fractures,  so  good  an  apparatus. 

Bethel,  Ft.,  I8th  July,  1848.  Alfred  Paige,  M.D. 

This  is  to  ceiti fy  that  I  assisted  Dr.  Paige  in  the  above  case  of  Thos. 
Kerwin,  in  breaking  up  and  re-adjusting  a  very  bad  fracture  of  Mr.  K.'s 
limb — that  the  above  case  is  desciibed  without  the  least  exagiieration, 
and  that  h(i  also  succeeded  in  making  a  perfect  limb  of  one  which  was 
extremely  forbidding — indeed,  almost  without  hope  of  a  remedy. 

Stock  bridge,  ISth  July,  1848.  Hiram  Crandall,  M.D. 


SPASMODIC  CHOLF.RA. 

The  following  queries  were  issued,  in  a  circular,  by  the  Counsellors  of 
the  Mass.  Medical  Society,  in  October.  1832,  and  answers  to  them 
by  one  of  the  members  of  the  Society  are  given  below.  The  late  news 
from  abroad  renders  the  subject  again  deserving  the  attention  of  medical 
men. 

"  Boston,  October  12,  1832. 
"Sir, — The  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  have 
adopted  measures  to  collect  information  in  regard  to  the  epidemic  which 
has  appeared  in  this  country,  in  the  season  past.  Directed  by  them,  the 
undersigned  Committee  have  the  honor  to  address  to  you  the  following 
questions  : — 

"  1.  What  have  been  the  prevailing  diseases  in  your  sphere  of  prac- 
tice, since  January  1st,  1832? 

2.  Has  there  been  an  unusual  tendency  to  cholera  morbus,  or  to 
"diarrhoea,  within  your  knowledge? 

"3.  Have  you  seen  any  cases  of  malignant  cholera,  within  the  period 
above  mentioned  ?    In  what  circumstances  did  they  occur  ? 

"  4.  Have  you  seen  any  cases  of  disease  with  symptoms  peculiar  to 
malignant  cholera  in  any  former  period  ? 

"  5.  What  treatment  have  you  found  most  useful  in  the  disorders 
named  above,  so  far  as  you  have  witnessed  ? 

"  The  Committee  respectfully  solicit  you  to  enter  into  detail,  with  a 
minuteness  proportionate  to  the  importance  of  the  disorders  you  have  had 
opportunity  to  observe.  And  you  will  please  direct  your  answers  to 
George  Hayward,  M.D.,  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society." 

In  conformity  with  the  request  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Council  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  I  hereby  respectfully  sub- 
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mil  to  them  the  reply  to  their  queries,  relative  to  the  malignant  cholera, 
and  the  prevalent  diseases  of  the  current  year. 

With  all  tlie  consideration  which  is  their  due, 
Boston,  1832.  William  Ingalls. 

The  diseases  that  liave  been  prevalent  during  the  period  mentioned 
in  your  queries,  are  the  Catarrlius  epidemicus  ;  the  E.  Rosalia  simplex 
and  E.  Rosalia  paristhmitica,  more  especially  ttie  latter;  the  tumefaction 
of  the  amygdala3 ;  and  atJections  of  the  alimentary  canal. 

The  Caiarrhus  epidemicus  prevailed  very  extensively  for  some  time 
before  and  after  the  commencement  of  the  current  year.  Beside  its 
ordinary  symptonis  being  very  severe,  there  was  a  greater  determination 
of  blood  to  the  head  tlian  usual  ;  or,  perhaps,  a  greater  tendency  to  in- 
flammation in  the  cerebrine  meninges.  However  this  may  have  l)een,  it 
was  my  misfortune  to  lose  two  patients  with  symptoms  of  effusion  on  the 
brain. 

Tlie  Rosalia  paristhmitica,  though  very  severe  and  obstinate,  was  much 
under  the  control  of  remedies. 

The  Tumefaction  of  the  amygdalae,  a  frequent  attendant  on  the  Rosalia 
paristhmitica,  few  cases  occurring  without  some  enlargement  of  one  or 
both  glands,  continued  after  the  disease  had  subsided  ;  and  for  the  most 
part  terminated  by  resolution  ;  a  few  terminated  by  suppuration.  At 
other  times,  their  origin  seemed  to  be  independent  of  the  influence  of  tlie 
epidemy  ;  or,  at  least,  there  was  no  evidence  of  their  having  been  pre- 
ceded or  accompanied  by  the  symptoms  of  the  epidemic. 

Of  this  kind,  I  lost  two  patients  ;  one,  suddenly,  from  a  tumefaction 
taking  a  direction  inward,  pressing  upon  the  larynx,  and  occasioning 
suffocation  ;  tlie  other,  from  inanition,  about  thirteen  days  after  its  first 
appearance — the  tumor,  attended  with  little  or  no  active  inflammation, 
which  grew  to  an  enormous  size,  implicating,  in  its  base,  the  parotid  and 
sub-maxillary  glands  ;  and,  as  it  increased  in  size,  gradually  impeded,  and 
at  length  entirely  obstructed,  deglutition. 

There  have  been  many  very  severe  cases  of  Peripneumonia  vera.  In 
one  instance,  in  which  it  was  complicated  with  peritonitis,  It  proved  fatal. 

Before  commencing  with  diseases  of  the  digestive  canal,  it  will  be 
proper  for  nje  to  remark,  my  mind  has  been  so  anxiously  alive  to  affec- 
tions of  this  organ,  I  may  have  frequently  imagined  there  was  danger, 
when  there  was  not  much  foundation  for  apprehension  ;  but  1  do  believe, 
there  have  been  many  cases,  unless  they  had  received  prompt  attention, 
and  the  administration  of  efficient  remedies,  that  would  have  been  attended 
with  fatal  results.  There  has  been  among  my  patients,  and  also  among 
my  acquaintance,  an  unusual  tendency  to  affections  of  the  digestive  canal. 

Diarrhoea. — In  the  course  of  my  practice,  the  first  cases  were  those  of 
diarrhoea  biliosa,  which  were  very  severe,  and  required  a  constant  per- 
severance in  the  use  of  remedies  considered  beneficial  in  the  cure  of  the  dis- 
ease. This  disease  commenced  towards  the  latter  part  of  .June.  The  symp- 
toms were  copious  alvine  discharges,  varying  from  a  dark  color  to  a  bright 
yellow ;  none,  however,  were  colorless  and  watery ;  severe  pains  in  the 
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abdomen,  which  were  with  difficuliy  subdued;  tenesmus;  excessive  irri- 
tabiiity  of  the  rectujn. 

In  the  course  of  the  disease,  the  following  medicines  were  used.  An 
emetic  of  ipecacuan  ;  castor  oil  and  magnesia,  combined  or  separate; 
cretaceous  mixture  ;  splritus  aumionia  ;  opiates  in  difl'erent  forms  and 
combinations.  Tlie  following  compound  has  proved  exceedingly  service- 
able in  removing  pain  and  checking  diarrhcKa  :  R.  tinct.  0[)ii,  spt.  am- 
nion., elix.  camphor.,  aa  5  i.  M.  Of  this,  I  direct  15  drops  to  l)e  taken 
every  three  hours,  till  the  pains  subside,  or  until  the  violence  of  the  diarrhoea 
abate.  The  ordinary  dose  was  fifteen  drops  ;  sometimes  a  much  smaller 
one  was  sufficient,  at  other  times  a  much  larger  dose,  and  the  repetition  of  it 
at  shorter  intervals  was  required;  sub-aromatic  irifusions,  slightly  impreg- 
nated with  the  super-carbonate  of  potass  ;  mucilaginous  and  farinaceous 
drinks  for  nourishment  and  "  lubricating  "  tiie  bowels. 

Mucilaginous  and  anodyne  injections,  in  some  cases,  were  found  to  be 
indispensable. 

Vesicatories,  rubefacients,  pediluvia,  and  fomentations,  were  employed 
with  advantage. 

As  cold  weather  approached,  the  disease  assumed  the  type  of  the 
diarrhoea  mucosa  ;  the  evacuations  generally  consisted  of  a  white  mucus, 
but  occasionally  they  were  tinged  witli  blood,  and  sometimes  with  a  yel- 
lowish hue  ;  distension  and  an  uneasy  sensation  of  the  bowels ;  pain  and 
tenderness,  but  not  so  severe  as  in  the  former  species  of  diarrhoea  ;  te- 
nesmus. 

The  principal  indication  of  cure,  was  to  obviate  an  accumulation  of 
the  alvine  excretions  by  mild  laxatives  ;  to  avoid  exposure  to  cold  ;  and 
to  make  use  of  a  farinaceous  and  mild  diet.  This  species  of  diarrhoea 
was  comparatively  mild. 

In  the  course  of  the  summer  and  fall,  there  were  a  few  cases  of  diarrhoea 
tubularis  ;  but  they  were  mild,  except  in  one  instance  ;  the  insertion  of 
the  case  may  not,  jierhaps,  be  incompatible  WMth  the  views  of  the  Com- 
mittee. 

Case  I. — I  was  called  upon  to  visit  a  gentleman,  who  was  laboring 
under  the  diarrhoea  tubularis,  and  who  was  suffering  from  great  pain  and 
tenderness  diffused  over  the  whole  abdominal  region  ;  at  times,  the  pain 
shot  up  to  the  chest ;  preternatural  heat ;  the  surface  of  the  body  was 
very  susceptible  to  the  impression  of  the  cold  ;  his  pulse  was  rapid  and 
vibrating.  To  use  his  own  expression,  "he  had  had  a  relax  and  pain  in 
the  stomach  for  two  months." 

To  take  off  the  spasm  of  the  arterial  system,  and  to  allay  the  irritable 
state  of  the  digestive  canal,  an  emetic  of  9ij.  of  ipecacuanha  was  pre- 
scribed, and  its  operation  to  be  assisted  by  warm  water.  After  the  emetic 
had  performed  its  office,  be  was  restricted  to  toast  water  for  drink,  and  a 
decoction  of  barley  water  for  nourishment ;  three  drops  of  a  saturated 
solution  ol  camphor  in  pure  alcohol,  in  a  wine-glass  of  warm  water,  every 
three  hours,  were  ordered.  From  the  supposition  that  the  alcoholic  solu- 
tion of  camphor  would  more  readily  incorporate  with  the  water,  it  was 
directed  to  be  dropped  on  sugar,  and  the  wine-glass  filled  with  warm  water. 
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The  next  day  the  patient  was  much  relieved,  but  the  complaint  of  the 
digestive  canal  soon  returned,  and  t{iere  was  discharged  a  considerable 
quantity  of  filmy  substance,  which  was  readily  recognized  to  be  such  as 
is  met  with  in  diarrhoea  (ubularis.  A  continuance  of  the  above  diet  and 
regimen  was  strictly  enjoined  and  persevered  in  for  several  days,  till  the 
pain  had  ceased,  and  the  tenderness  greatly  abated.  Having  imprudently 
indulged  his  appetite,  which  had  been  particularly  voracious  through  the 
whole  malady,  by  eating  boiled  rice,  the  jiain  and  tenderness  returned. 
Again,  when  he  had  recovered  from  the  relapse,  produced  by  premature 
indulgence,  he  made  a  breakfast  of  milk  ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the 
pain  and  tenderness  were  renewed,  and  his  discharges  assumed  a  milk- 
white  appearance. 

From  this  time,  experience  having  taught  him  to  be  more  abstemious, 
there  were  no  severe  paroxysms  of  pain,  nor  increase  of  tenderness  of  the 
bowels.  By  degrees  he  became  enabled  to  partake  of  rusk,  crumbed 
into  common  tea,  chicken  and  beef  teas  in  small  quantities,  and  the  juices 
of  meat,  with  impunity.  Exposure  to  cold  and  fatigue  was  advised  to  be 
sedulously  avoided.  Sinapisms,  vesicatories  and  the  pediluvium,  applied 
according  to  the  exigency  of  the  case,  were  attended  with  advantage. 
At  one  time,  the  tubular  substance  was  followed  by  mucous  discharges ; 
at  another,  an  irresistible  inclination  to  discharge  the  contents  of  the  intes- 
tinal canal  without  effect.  Whenever  this  symptom  was  accompanied 
with  strong  tenesmal  pains,  anodyne  and  mucilaginous  enemata,  and  the 
application  of  emollient  cataplasms  to  the  rectum,  for  the  lime,  afforded 
effectual  relief;  but  when  these  could  not  be  conveniently  applied, 
pledgets  impregnated  with  warm  olive  oil  were  advantageously  substituted. 

In  this  case,  balsam  copaiva  did  not  answer  any  valuable  pui  pose  ; 
and  opiates,  taken  internally,  instead  of  assuaging  the  pain  and  irritability 
of  the  digestive  canal,  had  a  contrary  effect. 

Though  some  of  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  were  entirely  removed, 
and  others  much  ameliorated,  and  the  disease  was  gradually  yielding  to 
the  course  of  treatment  alrearly  designated,  excretions  of  tubular  substance 
and  pain  occasionally  returned.  The  latter  was  always  removed  by  the 
alcoholic  solution  of  camphor.  In  the  latter  part  of  November,  some 
pimples  appearing  on  his  hand,  reminded  him,  that  in  the  course  of  the 
spring,  he  had  been  troubled  with  an  eruption  on  the  skin  ;  for  which  embro- 
cations of  a  solution  of  the  acetate  of  lead  in  water,  and  other  lotions,  had 
been  made.  From  the  apprehension  that  these  may  have  acted  as  repel- 
lants,  a  warm  infusion  of  snakeroot  and  the  following  compound,  in  small 
but  repeated  doses — R.  Magnes.  calcin.,  5i.  ;  aq.  distil.,  §  iss.  ;  tinct. 
cinnamon,  5  iij.;  aq.  anmion.  pur.,  5  i.M.,  were  administered,  and  attended 
with  a  beneficial  result. 

On  the  first  of  December,  he  solicited  the  favor  of  trying  the  effect  of 
the  Hygeian  pills.  With  some  degree  of  reluctance  I  gave  assent.  I 
have  not  seen  my  patient  since,  but  learn  his  Health  is  still  improving,  and 
there  is  a  very  extensive  crop  of  eruption  0:1  the  skin. 

In  some  instances,  the  cholera  morbus  was  succeeded  by  diarrhoea,  as 
will  be  seen  hereafter, 
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Malignant  Cholera.  Case  TI. — In  the  latter  part  of  June,  I  was 
called  upon  by  tiie  attending  physician  to  visit  a  ciiild,  four  years  of  age, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Boston.  The  child  was  in  the  cyanose  stage  of  ma- 
lignant cholera.  He  had  lost  the  power  of  swallowing  ;  the  pulse  had 
ceased  ;  the  whole  surlace  of  the  body  was  covered  with  a  bluish  tinge, 
and  a  cold,  moist  perspiration  ;  the  eyes  were  sunken  ;  the  face  furrowed  ; 
the  whole  rendering  the  cast  of  the  countenance  repulsive  and  haggard. 
Under  these  circumstances,  no  consultation  was  required,  nor  prescription 
made,  with  the  exception  of  a  vesicatory,  which  had  been  previously 
prepared,  and,  as  it  could  do  no  harm,  was  permitted  to  be  applied  to 
the  sternal  surface  of  the  thorax.    He  died  soon  after  I  left  him. 

The  history  of  the  case  was  this.  On  Sunday,  the  day  previous  to 
my  visit,  the  lad  had  attended  public  worship  with  his  father  in  the  fore- 
noon and  in  the  afternoon.  After  his  return  from  the  evening  service, 
an  acquaintance  came  in,  and  gave  the  child  a  quantity  of  raisins,  which 
he  ate  with  avidity.  At  tea  time,  the  boy  manifested  a  disinclination  to 
move  ;  and  could  not  be  persuaded  to  take  the  least  particle  of  nourisfi- 
ment.  The  indisposition  to  inaction,  which  the  father  imputed  to  the 
fatigue  in  walking  to  and  from  the  place  of  public  worship,  continued  till 
he  went  to  bed.  In  the  night,  the  boy  was  seized  with  vomiting  and 
purging,  great  pain  in  the  bowels,  restlessness  and  thirst.  Such  a  number 
of  raisins  were  rejected  from  the  stomach,  as  to  encourage  the  father  to 
hope  he  would  recover  from  his  indisposition  ;  but  his  symptoms  becom- 
ing more  and  more  aggravated,  he  sent  to  his  physician  for  his  advice, 
who  directed  an  emetic  composed  of  wine  of  antimony  and  ipecacuanha. 
The  emetic  not  taking  effect,  the  father  became  alarmed,  and  requested 
the  personal  attendance  of  his  physician.  Two  portions  of  jalap  and 
calomel  v/ere  given,  which  passed  through  the  whole  alimentary  canal 
almost  as  soon  as  he  had  taken  them,  without  affording  the  least  benefit ; 
anodynes,  astringents  and  alkalies  were  given,  and  external  applications 
were  made,  in  vain.  The  account  of  the  color  and  consistence  of  his 
alvine  discharges  was  very  confused  ;  but,  there  was  no  doubt,  they  were 
frequent  and  copious.  The  patient  at  short  intervals,  "  drew  up  his 
knees,"  as  the  nurse  observed,  "  towards  his  bowels,"  and  at  the  same 
time  bending  his  head  forward  ;  it  was  not  ascertained  whether  these 
syinptoms  were  attended  with  pain  and  distress  or  not. 

Ten  days  before  the  attack,  the  lad  went  with  his  sister  about  a  mile 
from  home  to  see  a  military  parade;  where  they  tarried  several  hours,  and 
returned  home  much  fatigued.  From  that  time,  he  contracted  an  indis- 
position,  which,  however,  was  so  slight,  as  not  to  attract  much  notice  up 
to  the  time  of  the  invasion  of  the  disease. 

Post-mortem  Examination.  On  the  next  day,  about  seventeen  hours 
after  the  decease  of  the  patient,  and  about  an  hour  before  the  time 
appointed  for  his  funeral,  the  examination  took  place.  The  surface  of 
the  body  was  still  blue,  but  not  quite  of  so  deep  a  hue  as  on  the  day  pre- 
vious ;  his  countenance  was  haggard  ;  the  eyes  were  sunk  deep  into  their 
orbits  ;  the  lips  were  closed  ;  and  instead  of  the  face  being  wrinkled,  there 
appeared  a  furrow  on  each  side,  extending  obliquely  fronr»  between  lha 
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external  angle  of  the  eye  and  the  ear  to  the  angle  of  the  mouth  and 
chin. 

In  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  the  digestive  canal  was  of  its  usual 
dimensions ;  there  appeared  to  be  no  unusual  venous  congestion,  but 
vessels  full  of  red  blood  pervaded  the  membranous  viscera  throughout 
their  whole  extent,  which  gave  the  reflex  color  of  pink.  Between 
the  outer  and  muscular  coats  of  the  stomach  the  red  vessels  were  so 
arranged,  as  to  leave  between  them  almost  regular  squares  ;  and  the 
squares  being  supplied  with  blood  by  vessels  too  minute  to  be  dis- 
cerned by  the  eye,  partook,  as  if  in  consequence  of  ecchymosis,  of  a 
reddish  tinge. 

Beneath  their  peritoneal  coat,  red  colored  vessels  surrounded  the  intes- 
tines in  circles,  and  were  seen  to  run  in  the  usual  manner ;  but  they  were 
more  numerous  than  they  are  commonly  found  to  be  between  the  duplicature 
of  the  peritoneum,  which  contributes  to  form  the  mesentery.  Most  of  the 
mesenteric  glands  had  suffered  from  inflammation.  There  were  no  mani- 
festations of  disease  in  the  secreting  surface  of  the  serous  membrane. 

On  dividing  the  coats  of  the  stomach,  a  quantity  of  dirty-colored  fluid 
flowed  out ;  and  near  the  pyloric  orifice  of  this  viscus  was  found  a  quan- 
tity of  imperfectly  masticated,  but  undigested  raisins. 

On  opening  the  thorax,  the  appearance  of  vessels,  which  were  un- 
doubtedly small  arteries,  replete  with  red  blood,  was  everywhere  present 
in  this  cavity.  The  ramifications  of  the  arteries  were  seen,  between  the 
pleura  costalis  and  the  ribs,  and  between  this  membrane  and  the  inter- 
costal muscles,  between  the  pleura  diaphragmatica  and  the  diaphragm, 
and  between  the  pleura  pulmonalis  and  the  substance  of  the  lungs.  The 
lungs  were  much  flattened.  There  were  no  marks  of  disease  in  the 
secreting  surface  of  the  serous  membranes. 

The  heart  exhibited  an  usual  appearance.  I  knew  not  which  the  most 
to  admire,  the  roundness  and  plumpness  of  the  coronary  veins,  or  the 
reddish  reflection  from  numerous  vessels  distributed  over  the  heart 
between  the  epithehum  and  the  fibrous  structure  of  the  heart  itself. 

At  this  period  of  the  examination,  the  friends  of  the  family  beginning 
to  assemble  to  pay  the  last  sad  tribute  to  the  remains  of  the  deceased, 
prevented  the  inspection  of  the  contents  of  the  cranium. 

[To  be  continued.] 
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Lead  Diseases — Use  of  Leaden  Pipes. — Reference  wns  recently  made  in 
the  Journal  lo  the  translation  of  L.  Tanqnerel  Des  Planche.*;,  with  notes 
and  additions,  on  the  use  of  leaden  pipe  and  its  substitutes,  by  S.  L.  Dana, 
M.D.,  LL.D.,  of  Lowell.    Although  this  is  a  valuable  addition  to  the 
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medical  librar}?,  mainly  because  it  is  a  distinct  treaiise,  embodying  the 
latest  intelligence  in  regard  to  the  effects  of  lead  in  the  production  of  dis- 
ease, yet  nearly  the  same  information  exists  in  other  publications  in  the 
English  language,  but  scattered  over  the  bibliographical  domain.  Dr. 
Dana  has  given  a  degree  of  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  use  of  lead  in 
domestic  economy,  that  entitles  his  opinions  to  the  highest  respect ;  yet 
we  are  far  from  supposing  that  these  pipes  will  be  thrown  aside,  even  if  the 
whole  faculty  of  the  Commonwealth  were  to  veto  them  in  grand  council. 
Here  in  Boston,  since  the  introduction  of  water  from  tlie  country  was  con- 
templated, the  lead-pipe  question  has  been  agitated,  both  in  public  and 
private,  till  owners  of  real  estate  appear  to  have  settled  down  to  a  feeling 
of  unconcern — apparently  convinced,  by  the  arguments  of  both  parties, 
that  if  leaden  pipe  does  sometimes  injure  the  water  passing  through  it,  some- 
times it  does  not.  Governed  by  the  universal  custom  of  all  nations,  from  a  re- 
mote antiquity  to  the  completion  of  the  Croton  works  in  New  York,  where 
lead  has  always  been  in  the  majority,  we  predict,  as  on  a  former  occasion, 
that  all  the  authority  in  the  world,  based  on  the  deductions  of  science, 
against  its  employment  in  the  present  magnificent  water  enterprise  of  Bos- 
ton, braced  up  by  appalling  facts,  illustrative  of  the  health-destroying  in- 
fluences of  leaden  tubes,  would  not  lessen  the  demand  for  them,  nor  pre- 
vent their  introduction  into  houses  generally  throughout  the  city. 

Dr.  Dana  gives  the  sanction  of  his  name  to  copper  tubes,  coaled  by  tin, 
in  preference  to  all  and  every  other  kind  of  service  conduit — which  a  few 
wealthy  gentlemen  will,  unquestionably,  have  constructed  ;  but  which,  if 
ever  abraded  of  the  tin,  will,  to  our  apprehension,  be  a  hundred  times 
worse  than  lead.  This  volume  is  recommended  to  the  special  notice  of 
managers  of  manufacturing  establishments,  towns,  cities,  and  other  corpora- 
tions, and  above  all  to  medical  practitioners  and  students. 


Heport  of  563  Cases  treated  at  Brattlehoro\ — No  criticisms  are  more 
oflfensive  to  a  certain  order  of  valetudinarians  than  those  which  imply  that 
hydropathy  is  not  a  sovereign  remedy  for  every  disease  recognized  in  the 
calendar  of  human  afflictions.  It  is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  the  times, 
that  people  manifest  an  insane  determination  to  make  their  whims  pass  for 
newly-discovered  laws  of  nature  ;  but  rarely  is  there  such  irritable  exhi- 
bitions of  temper,  as  wh'>n  a  new  convert  to  hydropathy  falls  in  with  a 
person  who  presumes  to  question  the  universal  remedial  influences  of  wa- 
ter. How  stupidly  absurd  to  admit  that  the  true  use  of  that  unstable 
element  has  been  but  recently  discovered  !  During  six  thousand  years, 
mankind  have  lived  in  sight  of  the  fathomless  ocean,  and  both  drank  water 
and  floated  ships  on  seas,  lakes  and  rivers,  and  never  dreamed  all  the  while 
that  two  thirds  of  the  globe  were  actually  covered  by  a  liquid  medicine — 
a  panacea  for  the  physical  disabilities  of  humanity  !  Even  our  kind-hearted 
friend.  Dr.  Alcott,  whose  bo^om  is  running  over  with  the  milk  of  benevo- 
lence, and  who  satisfied  himself,  long  a2"o,  that  water  was  unnecessary  to 
quench  thirst,  did  not  then  claim  it  as  the  sick  man's  one  thing  needful. 
The  present  century  has  the  honor  of  producing  a  man  who  has  discovered 
the  singular  mista've,  in  this  respect,  under  which  mank'ind,  bond  and  free, 
Scythians,  barbarians,  and  all  others,  have  labored  since  the  creation. 
Priessnilz  no  sooner  seized  upon  the  mighty  idea,  than  the  intelligence 
flowed,  like  a  swiftly  running  stream,  from  one  region  to  another,  till  New 
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England,  the  staid  home  of  the  Puritans,  a  race  by  no  means  readily  ope- 
rated upon  by  sudden  pliantastic  impulses,  has  become  the  dwelling-place 
of  the  heartiest  worshippers  at  the  shrine  of  the  naiads. 

Without  detailing  circumstances  attending  the  conversion  of  multitudes 
to  an  entire  and  perfect  confidence  in  establishments  where  wet  sheets  pass 
as  currently  as  bmk  notes  on  'Change,  it  is  proper  to  speak  of  the  official 
bulletin  of  a  leviathan  institution,  because  it  would  savor  of  editorial  neg- 
lect not  to  refer  to  a  pamphlet  of  thirty  pages,  giving  "  A  description  of  the 
Brattleboro'  Hydropathic  Estahlishment,  with  a  report  of  563  cases  treated 
there  during  the  years  1845,  1846  and  1847,  and  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  establishment.^'  In  looking  it  over,  we  cannot  help  feeling  convinced 
that  its  main  object  is  to  catch  customers,  and  that  it  therefore  differs  but 
little  in  character  from  the  quack  advertisements  of  the  newspapers.  A 
particular  notice  of  its  contents,  then,  cannot  be  expected  of  us,  and  we  will 
leave  it  with  those  whose  faith  in  the  system  is  yet  unshaken — whose 
houses  still  apparently  "stand  upon  a  rock."  And  yet  we  cannot  forbear 
suggesting  to  such,  that  a  few  more  "  floods  and  rains  "  will  probably 
produce  changes  and  falls — that  many  of  the  poor  half-drowned,  water- 
soaked  hypochondriacs,  who  are  now  running  after  a  medical  phantom, 
whether  in  the  form  of  Mrs.  Kidder's  Dysentery  Cordial,  Brandreth's 
Pills,  or  the  more  potent,  because  more  fashionable  douches  at  Brattleboro', 
will  soon  be  in  full  chase  for  the  next  ingeniously  devised  imposition,  and 
that  others,  equally  strong  in  the  hydropathic  faith,  may  not  arise  to  fill 
their  places. 


Increased  Confidence  in  the  Poiver  of  Ether. — Since  the  discovery  of 
etherization  in  this  city,  we  have  been  strictly  conservative  in  our  expres- 
sions in  reference  to  the  standing  that  should  be  awarded  to  it  in  medical 
practice.  A  degree  of  extravagance  was  manifested  by  many  of  those  who 
were  the  earliest  in  sounding  its  praises  ;  and  this  induced  us  to  be  the  more 
guarded — always  preferring  that  statements  of  correspondents,  rather  than  of 
the  editor,  shouki  make  known  the  strange  events  that  were  said  to  be  occur- 
ring. If  we  have  been  too  guarded,  and  have  exhibited  an  apparent  want 
of  confidence  in  the  proper  use  of  anaesthetic  measures,  it  was  not  because 
we  were  unwilling  to  make  known  the  truth,  but  in  consequence  of  a  short, 
imperfect  acquaintance  with  the  leviathan  that  was  placed  in  the  hands  of 
the  profession.  If  any  distrust  has  unintentionally  been  manifested,  or  any 
expressions  uttered  calculated  to  check  the  onward,  triumphant  inarch  of 
the  greatest  discovery  of  the  age,  we  most  painfully  regret  it. 

Having  passed  through  a  trial  of  no  ordinary  character,  within  the  last 
two  weeks,  in  which,  by  means  of  etherization,  there  was  apparently  an 
instantaneous  rescue  from  the  grave,  to  which  the  afiiicted  patient  was 
hastening  in  agonies  that  are  seldom  surpassed,  it  would  be  the  height  of 
ingratitude,  of  dishonesty  and  culpable  neglect  towards  society,  not  to  speak 
publicly  of  it,  and  urge  upon  medical  practitioners  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  use  of  this  greatest  of  boons  in  all  proper  cases. 


Multiplication  of  Druggists  and  Apothecaries. — Of  these  necessary 
appendages  to  a  well-regulated  community,  the  great  increase  in  Boston 
proves  that  we  are  a  medicine-taking  people,  and,  also,  that  the  sale  of 
drugs  is  a  profitable  bu>siness.    This  latter  point  is  likewise  proved  by  the 
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fact  that  a  large  proportion  of  those  embarked  in  that  kind  of  trade,  are 
thrifty,  and  some  of  the  very  wealthy  retired  capitalists  of  the  city  made 
their  ample  fortunes  in  that  way.  By  the  recently-published  Directory  it 
appears  that  there  are  now  eighty-nine  apothecaries  and  forty-four  drug- 
gists in  Boston.  While  the  first  retail  and  put  up  prescriptions,  the  latter 
are  supposed  to  be  extensively  engaged  in  a  heavy  wholesale.  It  is  a  sub- 
ject of  absolute  surprise,  on  looking  into  the  modern  apothecary  shops,  as 
we  pass  them  in  any  of  the  business-doing  streets,  crowded  as  they  are 
with  boxes,  barrels,  demijohns  and  cases,  so  that  a  customer  finds  it  diffi- 
cult to  force  his  way  between  them,  what  becomes  of  such  masses  of 
drugs  .!  When  one  speaks  of  purchasing  a  thousand  pounds  of  ipecacuanha, 
for  example,  the  fact  that  the  whole  of  that  great  quantity  is  to  be  taken 
into  the  human  stomach,  is  almost  incredible,  and  the  idea  perfectly  nau- 
seating. Tons  upon  ions  of  powders  and  boluses  are  constantly  sent  otf 
through  the  regular  channels  of  trade.  Then  there  are  the  patent  prepa- 
rations, past  cataloguing,  since  the  aggregate  approaches  millions,  they  being 
always  in  active  demand,  and  surer  of  immediate  sale  and  large  profits, 
than  the  legitimate  articles  of  a  well-ordered  apothecary  establishment.  It 
will  be  admitted,  we  apprehend,  that  the  declaration  with  which  we  set  out 
is  true,  that  New  England,  at  least,  is  a  medicine-taking  country.  Other 
cities  than  Boston,  with  a  larger  population,  present,  without  doubt,  the  same 
phenomena  on  a  more  extended  scale  ;  yet  we  firmly  believe  that  no  region 
is  to  be  found  on  the  globe,  where,  as  a  whole,  an  equal  quantity  of  medi- 
cine is  taken  in  a  given  p3riod.  Were  it  not  for  the  inordinate  consump- 
tion of  patent  medicines,  the  character  of  modern  trade  would  not  only  be 
changed,  but  it  would  fall  at  once  below  the  present  standard  of  bulk  and 
profit.  While  many  of  the  more  intelligent  classes  favor  homoeopathy, 
and  thus  add  little  to  this  enormous  consumption,  their  antipodes  gormandize 
on  sarsaparilla,  Brandreth's  pills,  cherry  pectoral,  &c.,  beyond  all  ordinary 
conception. 


Unequal  size  of  the  Mavimce. — A  young  Irish  woman,  in  Boston,  in 
excellent  health,  with  her  first  child,  presents  the  singular  anomaly  of  one 
very  large  breast,  on  the  right  side,  and  a  small  one  on  the  left.  Milk  is 
secreted  abundantly  in  both,  but  in  a  ratio  corresponding  with  their  size. 
She  says  that  this  inequality  commenced  with  their  development  at  puberty, 
and  that  they  are  now  distended  but  very  little  —  always  having  been 
rennarkably  large  from  the  period  of  her  full  growth.  Such  a  want  of 
symmetry  rarely  occurs,  and  may,  therefore,  be  considered  an  anatomical 
curiosity. 


Progress  of  Cholera  in  Russia. — From  St.  Petersburgh,  the  frightful 
intelligence  has  been  circulated  that  the  cholera  has  broken  out  in  that  city 
in  a  violent  form,  invading  alike  the  palaces  of  the  rich  and  the  houses  of 
the  poor.  If  the  fluvial  theory  is  correct,  and  the  fact  of  the  disease  remain- 
ing in  Moscow  durincT  the  winter  months,  and  now  appearing  at  St.  Peters- 
burirh,  is  considered  to  be  a  confirmation  of  it,  the  scourge  may  be  expected 
in  Enfjland  about  next  March.  The  malady  broke  out  in  the  Russian 
capital  on  the  24th  ult.,  and  an  immense  number  of  patients  have  already 
succumbed  beneath  its  virulence,    Six  hospitals  have  been  prepared  for  the 
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reception  of  cholera  patients  alone.  In  Moscow,  the  pestilence  is  decimat- 
ing the  population.  In  two  days  (the  lith  and  12th  of  June),  of  222 
patients,  122,  or  more  than  one  half,  succumbed.  It  is  affirmed,  moreover, 
that  the  disease  has  declared  itself  in  twenty  other  governments  or  disiricts 
in  the  southern  parts  of  the  empire. 


Belladonna,  Mislabelled  Extract  of  Dandelion. — In  our  last  number  we 
gave  an  account  of  a  case  of  poisoning  by  belladonna  purchased  for  ^he 
extract  of  dandelion.  We  have  since  learned  that,  several  months  ao^o,  a 
similar  accident  occurred  in  the  same  way,  another  druggist  of  this  city 
having  received  from  the  Shakers  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  extract  of 
belladonna  purporting  to  be  dandelion.  Since  the  publication  of  our  lost 
number,  still  another  mistake  has  been  made  of  the  same  description.  The 
druggist  who  supplied  the  medicine  which  gave  rise  to  the  accident  several 
months  ago,  informed  us  that  he  imniediately  reported  the  circumstance  la 
the  Mt.  Lebanon  Society,  and  was  informed  in  reply  that  the  Society  were 
aware  that  a  large  quantity  of  the  belladonna  had  been  incorrectly  labelled, 
and  sent  over  the  United  States.  There  seems  to  have  been  culpable 
negligence,  not  only  in  the  wrong  labelling,  but  in  observing  silence  on  the 
subject,  after  the  mistake  was  known  by  those  who  had  committed  it.  No 
efforts  appear  to  have  been  made  to  apprise  druggists  and  the  public,  of  the 
fact  that  they  had  sent  abroad  a  large  quantity  of  belladonna  labelled  dan- 
delion. Is  there  no  legal  punishnient  for  such  abominable  selfishness,  and 
reckless  disregard  for  human  life?  If  not,  there  is  a  hiatus  in  the  criminal 
law  which  should  be  filled  as  soon  as  possible.  In  the  mean  time,  we  hope 
the  matter  will  be  so  extensively  made  known,  thai  an  effectual  quietus  will 
be  put  upon  any  future  sales  of  medicines  prepared  by  the  Shakers  of  Mt, 
Lebanon,  N.  Y.  The  reader  of  the  case  reported  in  our  last  number,  will 
have  observed,  that,  in  addition  to  the  carelessness  in  confounding  the  two 
articles,  the  belladonna  extract  was  a  miserable  preparation.  Had  it  been 
a  good  article,  the  patient's  life  would  probably  have  been  sacrificed  to  the 
mistake. 


To  Correspondents. — The  paper  of  Paracelsus  has  been  received,  and  will  appear  next 
neek ;  also  Dr.  Cleiidinen's  letter  from  Baltimore. 


Married,— Henry  A.  Martin.  M.D..  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  to  Miss  F.  Crosby.— In  Boston,  Dr. 
Benjamin  S.  Codman  to  Miss  E.  B.  Loriiig. 


Died, — At  New  Orleans,  Dr.  Stedman  B.  Tilo-hman,  of  Baltimore,  late  Surgeon  of  the  Mary- 
land volunteers. — At  Hampton.  Ct.  Dr.  Isaac  Clark,  53. — In  Albany,  Dr.  Jonathan  Eights,  an 
aged  and  highly-respected  physician. 


ilnport  of  Deaths  m  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Aug.  lOtli,  109 — Males,  58 — females.  51.— 
Of  consumption.  6 — disease  of  the  bowels,  43 — dysentery,  21 — cholera  morbus,  2 — cholera  in- 
fantum, 3 — typhus  fever,  3 — scarlet  fever,  4— lung  fever,  2— tumor,  1 — infantile.  5 — drowned,  1— 
canker,  4 — old  age,  1 — inflammation  of  the  stoniacli,  1 — child-bed.  3 — disease  of  the  hip,  1 — 
teething,  1 — canci-r,  1 — ulcers,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — sudden,  1 — croup,  1 — drinking  cold 
water,  1 — dropsy,  1. 

Under  5  years,  65 — between  5  and  20  years,  12— between  20  and  40  years.  18 — between  40 
and  b'O  years.  12 — over  60  years.  2. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Thos.  0.  Edwards,  now  in  Congress  from 
Ohio,  has  been  re-nominated  for  another  term. — A  few  cases  of  yellow  fever 
have  appeared  at  New  Orleans,  bat  the  city  remains  generally  healthful. — 
A  report  on  ventilators  and  chimney  tops,  by  a  commitiee  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  is  circulating  in  the  form  of  a  pamphlet, 
and  will  therefore  be  extremely  serviceable  to  scientific  mechanics.  Messrs, 
Bryent  &  Herman,  of  this  city,  manufacture  a  kind  wliich  is  recommended 
by  the  committee. — "  Old  Paul,"  a  servant  to  Mr.  James  Brent,  of  Charles 
county,  Md.,  died  on  the  15th  ult.,  at  the  age  of  115  years.  lie  enjoyed 
throughout  life  the  best  of  health. — A  case  of  sporadic  cholera  occurred  in 
Philadelphia  on  Friday  night.  The  disease  was  so  sudden  in  its  opera- 
tion, that  the  man  died  in  his  bed  before  medical  attendance  could  be  ob- 
tained.— One  thousand  and  sixty  persons  have  been  arrested  during  the 
last  quarter  in  this  city,  for  drunkenness,  of  whom  231  were  females. — By 
the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  down  to  the  fifth  of  May,  1848,  it  is 
shown  that  the  consutviption  of  opium  has  been  doubled  in  England  in  one 
year.  The  imports  of  this  drug  for  the  past  year  amounted  to  24,929  lbs. 
The  paupers  in  the  alm^-houses  are  said  to  be  much  addicted  to  the  fatal 
indulgence  of  opiiim-ealing.  —  Mrs.  Hazel,  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  as  she  was 
passing  through  the  streets,  was  accosted  by  two  men,  and  became  greatly- 
alarmed  and  died  in  a  few  moments.  She  had  a  disease  of  the  heart, 
which  being  irritated  by  sudden  and  extreme  fear,  it  is  supposed,  caused 
her  immediate  death.  —  Dr.  Lewis,  of  Boston,  has  recently  operated  several 
times  for  strangulated  hernia,  very  successfully — and  amputated  ten  times, 
thus  far  within  the  year,  without  the  loss  of  a  patient. — The  subjects  for 
the  award  of  the  Fothergillian  gold  medal  offered  by  the  London  Medical 
Society  for  the  ensuing  year,  are—"  On  the  Influence  of  Civilization  upon 
Health  and  Disease  ;"  and  for  March,  1850.  "  On  Tetanus." 


Presentiments  of  Death. — Medical  history  abounds  with  narrations  like 
the  following.  A  strong  impression  made  upon  the  nervous  system  of 
some  individuals,  is  sufficient  to  exhaust  the  principle  of  vitality.  Both 
the  physiologist  and  the  natural  philosopher  contemplate  such  results  with 
profound  interest,  because  they  illustrate  the  feeble  hold  of  life  upon  the 
organic  mechanism  of  the  body,  when  operated  upon  through  the  imper- 
fectly understood  powers  of  the  mind. 

"  The  Rochester  Advertiser  says  that  a  young  lady  of  that  city,  highly- 
esteemed  and  respected,  who  had  been  sick  for  some  length  of  time,  but 
was  supposed  to  be  almost  convalescent,  had  a  dream  a  few  nights  since, 
in  which  it  appeared  to  her  that  she  would  die  at  eight  o'clock  the  same 
evening.  On  awaking,  she  informed  the  family  of  her  dream,  and  remain- 
ed firmly  impressed  with  the  idea  that  she  should  die  at  the  hour  desig- 
nated, and  under  that  belief,  called  her  brothers  and  sisters  around  her, 
giving  them  good  advice  for  the  future.  Strange  to  say,  and  remarkable 
as  it  may  seem,  on  the  approach  of  eight  o'clock,  she  manifested  a  calm 
resignation,  a7id  almost  as  the  clock  tolled  the  hoi/r,  he?'  spirit  took  its  flight ! 
Thus  she  foretold,  by  a  singular  presentiment,  the  day  and  hour  of  her  own 
death.  Instances  similar  to  this  are  by  no  means  uncommon.  A  few 
years  ago  a  g-entleman  died  at  Saratoga  Springs,  who  predicted  the  day 
and  hour  of  his  decease  nearly  a  year  before  the  event  took  place.  Many 
of  our  readers  must  be  familiar  with  occurrences  of  a  like  character." 
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THE  MEDICAL  PROFESSION  AT  THE  WEST. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  have,  during  the  present  summer,  made  a  flying  visit  to  the 
great  West,  or  at  least  to  that  infinitesimal  portion  of  it,  embraced  within 
the  geographical  limits  of  Michigan  and  Wisconsin.  Other  States  I 
touched,  but  did  not  tarry  long  enough  in  them  to  make  the  inquiry  ne- 
cessary to  judge  correctly  of  the  character  and  condition  of  the  medical 
profession.  Yet  as  a  sameness  was  evident  in  the  external  appearance 
of  those  sections  which  have  derived  their  original  population  from  an 
eastern  source,  I  judge  that  but  little  variety  would  be  presented  by  it, 
from  Detroit,  where  the  great  West  may  be  said  now  to  begin,  to 
the  utniost  limits  of  civilization,  and  as  far  south  as  where  the  Hoosier 
population  meets  and  mingles  with  the  Yankee  emigrant. 

The  first  thing  that  attracts  the  attention  of  the  professional  observer 
of  these  far-off  regions,  is  the  fact  that,  in  the  public  mind,  scarcely  any 
distinction  exists  between  the  various  evanescent  systems  of  medical  prac- 
tice peculiar  to  this  mid-day  of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  real  medical 
science.  With  us,  the  line  of  demarcation  is  well  defined,  and  the  pro- 
fessor of  homoeopathy,  hydropathy,  Thomsonism,  et  id  genus  omne,  is 
compelled  to  show  his  hand,  and  stand  or  fall  with  the  public  estimation 
of  his  system.  In  the  West,  however,  the  case  is  different ;  and  if  you 
except  the  larger  towns,  like  Detroit,  Chicago  or  Milwaukie,  the  dis- 
tinction, as  far  as  the  writer  was  able  to  observe,  is  rarely  made ;  and  the 
disciple  of  Hahnemann  may  deal  out  petit  pellets  and  powders  of  sugar 
— he  of  Priessnitz  may  use  the  douche  and  the  packing  sheet — and  the 
sturdy,  unblushing  ignoramus  of  Thomsonism  may,  under  the  title  of 
doctor,  wear  unquestioned  the  laurels  of  philosophy,  and  too  frequently 
reap  the  reward  of  honest  intelligence.  Enter  any  of  the  small  villages 
of  the  interior  of  Wisconsin,  where  the  Indian  cornhill  and  trail  are  yet 
distinctly  marked  in  their  streets,  and  you  will  frequently  find  more  than 
one  physician's  sign  to  each  hundred  inhabitants  ;  and  yet,  probably,  if 
their  pretensions  should  be  scrutinized,  more  than  half  would  be  found 
without  the  shadow  of  a  claim  to  the  honors  of  a  medical  education. 
Others,  and  the  genus  is  not  exclusively  confined  to  the  West,  take  great 
pains  to  blazon  their  academic  honors  to  the  world.  To  this  end  their 
diploma  is  gorgeously  framed,  and  occupies  a  conspicuous  position  in  their 
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office  ;  their  card  announces,  that  having  obtained  all  the  science  of  our 
eastern  colleges,  they  have  added  thereto  the  brilliant  light  of  some  In- 
dian wigwam,  or  snatched  from  the  almost  inaudible  whisperings  of 
some  dying  German  gipsy,  the  secret  which  had  else  been  lost  to  the 
world,  whereby  the  ills  of  hutnanity  may  be  remedied  without  the  use  of 
certain  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  against  which  public  prejudice  is 
easily  excited.  These  diplomas  appear  to  be  genuine,  both  in  plate  and 
signatures  ;  yet  a  few  minutes'  conversation  with  their  possessors  would 
make  any  teacher  of  medical  science  blush,  to  acknowledge  their  pater- 
nity, and  I  am  convinced  that  they  must  have  been  obtained  at  some 
institution  where  blanks  signed  by  the  professors  are  kept  on  hand,  and 
no  key  interposes  between  the  street  and  the  President's  escritoir. 

To  all  these  tricks  and  expedients  the  inhabitants  appear  indifferent ; 
a  circumstance  that  I  can  attribute  only  to  other,  and,  till  the  evil  hour 
come,  more  urgent  calls  upon  their  time  and  attention.  The  necessi- 
ties of  a  new  country,  and  especially  where  the  population  is  increasing 
so  rapidly,  as  in  our  north-western  States,  are  many  and  urgent,  and  the 
new  settler  finds,  that  instead  of,  as  with  us,  where  public  affairs  can 
safely  be  left  to  the  care  of  an  organized  body  of  public  men,  and  with 
the  exception  of  meeting  the  tax-gatherer  once  a  year  with  his  trifling 
contribution,  he  has  little  to  do ;  that  he  individually  has  got  to  take  a 
laboring  oar,  and  give  not  only  of  his  money,  but  aid  by  his  mental,  as 
well  as  physical,  strength,  in  subduing  the  virgin  soil,  and  spreading, 
with  rail-road  rapidity,  the  features  of  civilization  over  the  broad  wilds  of 
savage  life.  Added  to  these,  is  also  the  fact  that  the  immigrant  population 
is  yet  mostly  young,  in  the  vigor  of  life,  and  made  up  of  the  healthy 
and  enterprising,  of  older-settled  portions  of  our  country,  and  conse- 
quently are  less  subject  to  the  more  complicated  forms  of  disease,  and 
generally  present  only  the  common  endemics  of  the  country. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  causes  of  this  apparent  apathy  on  a  ques- 
tion of  so  much  importance,  as  whether  life  and  health  shall  be  com- 
mitted to  the  care  of  an  educated,  or  of  an  ignorant  class  of  medical 
men,  its  influence  cannot  but  be  deleterious  to  the  rapid  progress  of 
medical  science.  In  the  end  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  truth  will 
prevail,  and  that  that  truth  will  be  found  in  the  bosom  of  an  eclecticism 
as  universal  as  the  agents  acting  and  the  beings  acted  upon  ;  and  that 
when,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  the  chaos  which  now  envelops  this  science 
shall  be  dispelled,  and  the  light  and  the  darkness  shall  be  separated, 
the  various  systems  founded  in  oneness  of  idea,  so  prevalent  now, 
if  they  live  at  all  it  will  be  by  their  impression  on  the  mental 
world,  as  the  monsters  of  a  primeval  period  are  preserved  in  the 
fossil  relics  of  our  geological  system.  Till  that  period  arrive,  truth  in 
medical  practice  will  maintain  but  an  imperfect  influence  ;  and  public 
opinion,  whose  control  in  our  country  is  but  little  less  than  omnipotent, 
though  under  the  guidance  of  uneducated  reason,  must  rest  satisfied  with 
the  offspring  of  its  own  creation ;  for  it  is  an  unquestionable  truth, 
that  the  class  of  medical  men  become  the  exponent  of  the  desires 
of  the  community  on  the  subject  of  medical  science  ;  though  those  de« 
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sires  are  not  always  understandingly  expressed,  or  are  frequently  the 
ofFsprintr  of  false  issues,  built  upon  prejudices  which  a  fair  and  candid 
exposition  would  easily  remove. 

The  abuse  of  mercurials  (for  I  can  characterize  the  extravagant 
doses  of  these  pieparalions,  recommended  by  western  writers,  and  dis- 
pensed by  western  physicians,  by  no  milder  term)  is  producing  its  legiti- 
mate result  in  prejudicing  the  public  against  these  really  valuable  reme- 
dies ;  and  the  choice  of  a  physician  often  turns  on  the  single  fact  whe- 
ther he  uses  or  abuses  a  class  of  niedicines,  the  discreet  prescription  of 
which  could  not  but  secure  the  approbation  of  every  one — but  the  blind, 
reckless,  routine  dispensation  of  which,  has  fastened  on  them  the  seal 
of  public  odium,  and  shaken  to  the  foundation  the  public  confidence  in  the 
prescriptions  of  science.  It  is  vain  for  the  sticklers  of  large  (say  tea- 
spoonful  and  tablespoonful)  doses  of  calomel  to  say  to  us  of  the  East 
that  we  are  ignorant  of  western  diseases,  and  are  consequently  incapa- 
ble of  judging  of  their  practice,  or  treatment.  If  we  have  no  practical 
knowledge  of  malarious  disease  (a  statement  that  I  am  far  from  acknow- 
ledging to  be  true),  we  are  at  least  acquainted  with  the  effects  of  inor- 
dinate dosing  with  these  powerful  preparations  ;  and  I  believe  that  I  am 
warranted  by  the  experience  of  a  great  majority  of  the  medical  profes- 
sion in  saying  that  ptyalism  is  always  an  unfortunate  accident,  and  its 
frequent  occurrence  in  practice  is  an  evidence  of  at  least  their  misjudged 
ap[)lication. 

But  while  western  physicians  may  have  followed  too  much  a  routine 
track  in  the  use  of  one  or  two  leading  articles  of  the  materia  medica,  and 
thereby  driven  a  nail  for  charlatanism  to  hang  its  tattered  blouse  upon, 
it  is  a  source  of  real  pleasure  that  medical  science  has  a  fair  proportion 
of  representatives  in  the  West.  In  almost  every  village  in  Michigan 
and  Wisconsin,  are  careful  medical  observers,  who  appear  desirous  to 
make  themselves  useful  in  the  great  cause  of  humanity.  In  this  work 
of  benevolence  they  have  abundant  opportunity  to  improve  themselves, 
and  benefit  their  fellow  creatures,  as  the  vast  influx  of  immigration  from 
almost  every  part  of  the  world,  brings  under  the  eye  of  the  physician 
every  variety  of  habit  and  constitution.  The  contingencies  arising  froni 
such  a  state  of  affairs  are  frequently  met,  with  a  decision  and  tact  that 
would  not  compare  disparagingly  with  cases  of  a  similar  character, 
even  in  the  soi-disant  medical  metropolis  of  the  East.  For  instance, 
while  at  Jackson,  in  Michigan,  the  professional  friend  with  whom  I  staid, 
Dr.  J.  C.  Bachus,  was  called  to  a  child  bitten  by  a  massesaga,  a  species 
of  rattlesnake  whose  bite  is  highly  venomous.  His  method  of  treatment 
in  this  case,  and  which  he  informed  me  he  usually  followed,  was  to  lay 
open  the  fang-punctures  freely  to  their  bottom  with  a  lancet,  then  to 
apply  a  cup  to  the  wound,  and  after  obtaining  what  fluids  he  might  be 
able,  by  cupping  for  half  an  hour  or  so,  he  usually  washed  the  part  freely 
with  strong  aqua  ammonia,  and  generally  finished  his  local  treatment 
by  holding  the  ammonia  on  the  wound  till  he  blistered  the  surface  over  it. 
He  also  gives  of  the  ammonia  internally.  The  case  that  occurred  while 
1  was  with  the  doctor,  was  convalescent,  though  the  limb  was  conside- 
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rably  swelled,  when  1  left,  four  days  afier.  He  informed  me  that  he  had 
treated  cases  of  this  kind  every  year  since  he  came  to  Michigan  in  1836, 
and  nearly  in  the  same  manner,  and  had  had  but  one  fatal  case  ;  and  in 
that,  a  broken  constitutionj  treatment  was  resorted  to  after  ten  or  twelve 
hours  had  elapsed. 

Would  not  a  similar  plan  of  treatirient  be  worth  trying  after  the  bite 
of  rabid  animals  ?  Paracelsus. 

Troy,  N.  Y.,  Aug.  16,  1848. 


DISEASES  IN  BOSTON  PREVIOUS  TO   THE  APPEARANCE  OF  THE 

CMOI.ERA  IN  1832. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.— Concluded  from  page  83.] 

Cases  happenins:  in  Jormer  periods,  and  having  some  analogy  to  the 
Malignant  Cholera.  Case  Hi. — In  August,  of  1831,  I  was  called  to  the 
wife  of  a  mate  of  a  vessel,  between  10  and  11  o'clock  in  the  eveninfj. 
She  complained  of  great  pain  and  excessive  tenderness  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  umbilical  region,  with  vomiting  and  purging.  The  ur- 
gency of  the  case  being  obvious,  I  informed  herself  and  friends  of  her 
danger. 

A  large  number  of  leeches  were  directed  to  be  applied  to  the  part 
most  affected  ;  but,  there  being  none,  at  that  time,  in  the  shops,  as  a 
succedaneum,  the  application  of  fomentations,  sinapisms,  and  vesicatories, 
as  the  course  of  the  disease  might  require.  The  pediluvium,  sinapisms, 
and  bottles  of  hot  water  applied  to  the  feet,  were  advised  ;  and  for  her 
drink,  a  solution  of  subcarbonate  of  potass  in  a  warm  infusion  of  balm. 
In  addition  to  the  above  remedies,  the  following  prescription  (A)  was 
directed — R.  Elix.  camphor.,  tinct.  opii,  vin.  tart,  antim.,  aa  3  ij.  M.  Of 
this,  take  60  drops,  at  first,  in  a  wine  glass  of  warm  water  ;  and,  after- 
wards, 30  drops  in  the  same  vehicle  every  three  hours,  till  relieved  from 
pain. 

The  next  morning  I  found  the  pain  had  subsided  ;  a  slight  tender- 
ness of  the  abdomen,  however,  still  remained  ;  the  vomiting  had  ceased  ; 
the  alvine  discharges  were  restrained  ;  she  had  sweat  copiously,  and  slept 
quietly  through  the  night.  The  pediluvium,  sinapisms,  and  bottles  of 
hot  water  to  the  feet,  fomentations  to  the  bowels,  and  repeated  doses  of 
the  above  compound,  were  the  active  agents,  which  co-operated  with 
nature  in  producing  the  remission  of  the  disease. 

From  this  flattering  state  of  things,  I  presumed  my  patient  to  be  in  a 
great  measure  out  of  danger,  and  was  much  surprised  when  I  was  called 
to  visit  her  again  in  the  evening,  and  found  the  case  had  become  par- 
ticularly hazardous,  and  the  prospect  of  her  recovery  nearly  hopeless. 
Frequent  dejections,  resembling  rice  water,  had  occurred,  with  occasional 
vomiting  of  a  similar  fluid  ;  augmentation  of  pain,  and  tenderness  of  the 
bowels  ;  spasms  were  not  so  prominent  a  symptom,  as  a  distress  which 
she  attempted  in  vain  to  describe.    The  repetition  of  the  treatment  which 
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was  employed  at  the  first  visit,  except  with  the  substitution  of  a  vesi- 
catory, instead  of  the  fomentations,  was  directed. 

The  next  morning  she  had  experienced  only  a  partial  relief  from  tire 
prescriptions  made  the  evening  before;  the  pulse  was  evidently  flagging; 
and  the  general  expression  of  distress,  rather  than  the  severity  of  any 
particular  symptom,  denoted  her  approaching  dissolution. 

Between  11  and  12  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  I  visited  her  again.  The 
pulse  had  ceased  ;  the  respiration  was  hurried  ;  her  face  and  hands  were 
livid  ;  her  consciousness  was  fast  fading  away,  and  she  expired  about 
12  o'clock — it  being  about  thirty-five  hours  from  the  attack. 

Liberty  of  making  r  post-mortem  examination  was  not  obtained. 

Case  IV. — Several  years  since,  I  was  called  to  visit  a  captain  of  a 
vessel,  about  10  o'clock  in  the  forenoon;  a  message  had  been  previously 
left  at  7,  when  I  was  absent  from  home.  I  was  ushered  into  a  room 
where  there  were  two  physicians,  who  had  been  called  at  8  o'clock.  I 
was  requested  to  take  charge  of  the  patient.  I  objected,  but,  after  some 
discussion,  it  was  agreed  1  should  be  the  attending  physician. 

The  patient  lay  in  a  supine  posture,  with  his  inferior  extremities  ex- 
tended, and  his  arms  laying  by  his  side ;  his  eyelids  closed  ;  the  pulse 
scarcely  discernible ;  and  the  whole  surface  of  the  body  of  a  livid  hue. 

The  history  of  the  case  is  as  follows. — The  gentleman  had  returned 
from  a  voyage  to  the  East  Indies  (Calcutta)  about  three  weeks  before. 
On  returning  in  the  4  o'clock  stage  from  Marblehead,  his  place  of  resi- 
dence, he  was  attacked  with  the  cholera  morbus,  which,  after  his  arrival 
at  Boston,  continued  with  unusual  violence,  till  the  next  morning.  When 
I  arrived,  the  vomiting  and  purging  had  entirely  ceased.  He  declined 
calling  in  medical  aid,  or  having  recourse  to  remedies,  up  to  the  time  I 
was  sent  for. 

The  case  was  considered  to  be  desperate  and  almost  hopeless  ;  but 
still  I  was  requested  to  attend  him  with  the  same  care  and  attention,  as 
if  1  expected  a  favorable  issue  of  the  disease.  It  was  observed  that  a  re- 
action, perhaps,  might  be  effected,  but  no  encouragement  could  be  given 
that  any  advantage  would  result  from  the  attempt.  With  the  view 
of  effecting  a  re-action,  the  following  directions  were  given — R.  Tinct, 
aromat.,  sp.  lavend.  comp.,  ess.  nienth.  p.  p.  t.,  tinct.  opii  camph.,  aa 
§  j.  M.  A  tablespoonful  to  be  given  every  half  hour,  in  a  wineglass 
of  warm  infusion  of  snake  root,  till  the  warmth  returned.  To  this  pre- 
scription was  added  the  application  of  warmth,  by  bottles  of  hot  water, 
by  covering  the  body  with  a  blanket,  and  by  the  use  of  the  warming  pan 
drawn  over  every  part  of  the  body,  but  particularly  ni  the  course  of  the 
spine.  In  this  way  a  degree  of  warmth  was  induced  ;  the  lividity  in  a 
great  measure  disappeared  ;  and  the  pulse  returned,  much  to  the  grati- 
fication of  the  by-standers.  But  these  flattering  appearances  were  tran- 
sient.   He  soon  relapsed  into  his  former  state. 

My  visits  were  as  frequent  and  protracted,  as  my  other  professional 
engagements  would  permit,  till  half  past  11  o'clock,  P.  M.,  which  enav 
bled  me  to  observe,  with  considerable  minuteness,  the  progress  of  the 
disease. 
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After  the  ineffectual  re-action  had  subsided,  the  lividity  returned  ;  the 
pulse  ceased  ;  and  he  lay  motionless  through  the  time  of  my  attendance, 
with  exceptions  of  frequently  raising  his  right  hand  to  the  top  of  the 
head,  and  drawing  tlie  palu)  of  the  hand  backward  and  forward  three  or 
four  times,  and  then  returning  his  hand  leisurely  to  his  side.  These 
movements  were  slow  and  equable.  Hence  it  was  presumed  an  effu- 
sion would  ensue  between  the  tunica  arachnoides  and  the  pia  mater. 
The  pulse  having  ceased  ;  now  and  then  tlie  patient  heaving  a  deep- 
drawn  sigh  ;  and  his  turning  away  his  head,  when  the  hand  was  placed 
before  the  mouth  ;  led  me  to  the  conclusion  the  heart  was  diseased  ;  but, 
in  what  manner,  1  was  incapable  of  deciding. 

He  died  about  4  o'clock  the  next  morning ;  making  it  between  thirty- 
five  and  thirty-seven  hours  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease. 

Post-mortem  Examination. — This  operation  took  place  about  six 
hours  after  death.  The  skin  and  adipose  substance  were  of  a  light  straw 
color.  The  veins  of  the  intestines  were  very  turgid,  communicating  to 
the  glossy  appearance  of  their  peritoneal  coat  a  slight  tinge  of  blue.  The 
intestines  were  not  particularly  distended  with  flatus  ;  nor,  so  far  as  ob- 
served, exhibited  any  marks  of  disease,  nor  was  there  any  morbid  altera- 
tion in  the  collatitious  organs.  No  remarkable  change  was  observed 
either  in  the  lungs  or  the  serous  membranes  of  the  thorax,  nor  of  the 
serous  men)brane  which  lines  the  pericardium,  and  covers  the  heart ;  but 
on  the  line  of  demarkation  which  designates  the  boundary  between  the 
auricles  and  ventricles,  there  were  eight  or  ten  petechias,  about  the  size  of 
a  s})lit  pea,  exactly  resembling  what  is  called  a  blood-blister.  The  tis- 
sue of  the  heart  had  not  undergone  much  change.  It  was,  perhaps, 
somewhat  softer  than  usual. 

In  the  cavity  of  the  cranium,  there  was  an  effusion  of  lymph  between 
the  tunica  arachnoides  and  the  pia  mater,  extending  over  the  surface 
of  the  cerebrine  hemisphere.  Effusion  into  the  ventricles  was  very  in- 
considerable, and  the  brain  generally  presented  no  evident  marks  of 
disease. 

Cholera  morbus. — Since  the  commencement  of  warm  weather,  the 
cholera  morbus  has  been  very  prevalent.  The  attacks  have  been  for  tlie 
most  part  very  severe,  but,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  not  of  long  con- 
tinuance. The  exciting  cause  was,  in  almost  every  instance,  traceable 
to  some  aliment,  which  it  seemed  the  stomach  was  in  too  irritable  a 
condition  to  bear. 

The  enumeration  of  the  articles  of  food  which  proved  injurious,  will 
not,  it  is  presumed,  be  unacceptable  to  the  committee.  Sliell  fish  ;  pre- 
serves ;  fruits  ;  meats  of  several  kinds,  such  as  cold  ham  and  tongue,  and 
beef  rarely  done  ;  pastry  ;  green  vegetables,  either  in  the  form  of  salad, 
or  after  they  had  passed  through  the  culinary  process  ;  cheese  ;  and  milk, 
particularly,  was  not  so  easily  digested  as  in  former  seasons.  While 
writing  this,  there  have  occurred  two  cases  of  cholera  morbus  from  the 
eating  of  shag-barks.  In  some  cases  the  obnoxious  food  produced  its 
effects  soon ;  in  others,  not  under  twelve  or  eighteen  hours,  or  even  a 
longer  period. 
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Vomiting  was  sometimes  preceded,  and  sometimes  succeeded,  by  diar- 
rhoea; at  other  times  vomiting  and  purging  occurred  at  the  same  time. 
Vomiting,  without  diarrhoea,  happened  in  one  instance,  which  it  may  not 
be  improper  to  introduce  in  this  place. 

Case  V. — Vomiting,  attended  with  excruciating  pain,  and  great  dis- 
tress, occurred.  An  emetic  was  prescribed,  and  after  it  ceased  to  operate, 
a  large  portion  of  castor  oil  was  given,  and  directed  to  be  repeated,  till 
the  desired  end  was  attained  ;  but  the  pain  becoming  more  intense  and 
intolerable,  fifteen  drops  of  the  prescription  A  were  ordered  to  be  given 
in  a  wine  glass  of  warm  water  sweetened,  every  three  hours  ;  a  mustard 
poultice  to  be  applied  to  tlie  part  in  pain,  and  the  feet  to  be  immersed  in 
warm  water.  The  first  dose  of  the  prescription  A  moderated  the  pain, 
the  second  removed  it  entirely  ;  and  the  castor  oil,  in  due  time  having 
operated  copiously,  afforded  effectual  relief. 

The  symptoms  of  cholera  morbus  were  as  follows.  Pain  in  the 
head,  wandering  pains  about  the  shoulders,  chest  and  back,  often  ushered 
in  the  disease.  The  pulse  was  full,  strong  and  frequent.  Pain  in  the 
abdomen,  which  was  not  confined  to  any  particular  part,  but  was  more 
frequently  felt  io  the  umbilical  region.  Spasms  were  generally  confined 
to  the  abdominal  muscles  ;  sometimes,  however,  they  extended  to  those 
of  the  thorax  ;  and  were  occasionally  complained  of  in  the  extremities  ; 
but  were  of  short  duration,  except  in  one  instance,  in  which  a  tonic 
spasm  of  great  violence  and  duration,  was  complicated  with  tremors,  cold- 
ness and  rigors. 

The  following  were  the  remedies  used,  according  to  the  exigency  of 
die  case.  For  the  sake  of  precision  and  brevity,  I  have,  under  each 
remedy,  introduced  such  observations,  and  recited  such  cases,  as  have 
appeared  to  me  to  be  important. 

Bloodletting. — In  every  case  of  cholera  morbus,  I  have  deemed  the 
excited  state  of  the  arterial  system  to  depend  rather  on  irritability  than 
inflammation.  Hence  I  have  abstained  from  venesection  altogether.  I 
Vv'as  induced  to  omit  this  mode  of  depletion,  from  having  observed,  when, 
in  cases  where  the  concurrent  symptom  of  inflammation  was  not  very 
obvious,  the  pulse  at  the  same  time  being  full,  strong  and  frequent,  and 
ibis  remedy  was  resorted  to,  the  debility  that  ensued  rendered  the  dis- 
ease more  intractable,  and  less  under  the  control  of  the  practitioner ; 
so  that,  whenever  a  pulse  indicative  of  inflammation  occurred,  it  became 
necessary  to  examine  with  great  deliberation  the  concomitant  symptoms, 
to  ascertain  whether  the  action  of  the  artery  was  attributable  to  irrita- 
bility or  inflammation.  If  to  the  former,  I  have  been  taught  by  expe- 
rience other  remedies  were  preferable.  I  however,  in  a  few  instances, 
have  had  recourse  to  topical  bloodletting ;  particularly,  when  inflamma- 
tion of  the  cerebrine  membranes  was  threatened  ;  and  I  think  with 
benefit. 

Emetics. — In  almost  every  instance  I  made  use  of  either  the  pulvis, 
or  the  vinum  ipecacuanha,  for  an  emetic,  and  always  with  advantage, 
I  was  induced  to  adopt  this  practice  because,  in  spontaneous  vomiting, 
as  m  Case  IL,  the  contractions  of  the  stomach  were  insufficient  to  throw 
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off  such  substances  as  were  lodged  in  this  viscus,  and  by  remaining 
mit^ht  produce  the  irritation  of  a  foreign  body.  In  cases,  indeed,  where 
no  irritating  substance  was  rejected,  one  or  two  strong  contractions 
proved  to  be  very  salutary.  But  it  was  obvious,  where  undigested  food 
did  remain,  an  emetic  was  indispensable,  as  will  appear  from  the  subse- 
quent cases. 

Case  VI. — A  gentleman  suffered  severely  from  cliolera  morbus  for 
two  days,  when  I  was  called  upon  to  visit  him.  He  had  previously 
taken  a  variety  of  medicine  without  experiencing  much  relief.  The 
continuance  of  the  vomiting,  at  this  time,  appearing  to  depend  upon  the 
irritability  of  the  stomach,  I  prescribed  the  alcoholic  solution  of  camphor 
in  the  usual  dose,  to  be  repeated  every  hour,  irritants  to  his  feet,  and  the 
following  prescription  :  R.  Fol.  sennee,  mannse,  aa  §  ss.  M.  Let  it 
be  infused  in  warm  water  for  an  hour,  and  then  strain.  Of  this,  take, 
every  half  hour,  a  table  spoonful,  whether  it  be  rejected  or  not,  till  a 
thorough  alvine  evacuation  be  attained.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  his 
symptoms  had  so  far  yielded  as  to  promise  a  speedy  cure.  I  was  called 
to  him,  however,  the  next  morning,  and  found  the  disease  had  returned. 
The  same  treatment  which  had  been  so  advantageously  einployed  on 
the  day  before,  was  recommenced  ;  but  without  effect. 

In  the  evening,  finding  no  abatement  of  the  disorder,  I  gave  an  emetic 
of  the  powder  of  ipecacuanha,  Bij.,  and  attended  to  the  operation  my- 
self. In  the  course  of  its  operation,  by  a  very  vigorous  effort,  he  threw 
off  a  few  pieces  of  some  kind  of  food.  I  told  him  he  must  have  eaten 
something  which  he  had  forgotten  to  mention.  After  a  little  reflection, 
he  recollected  the  servant  broug^ht  him,  at  the  usual  supper  time,  some 
slices  of  tongue,  of  which,  without  much  consideration,  he  eat  a  few 
pieces.  After  the  rejection  of  this  insignificant  quantity  of  animal  sub- 
stance, he  did  not  vomit  again  ;  and  from  this  time  became  convalescent. 

Perhaps  it  will  not  be  descending  too  much  to  detail,  to  relate  another 
case. 

Case  VII. — I  was  called  in  the  night  to  visit  a  gentleman,  seized 
with  the  cholera  morbus,  and  arrived  in  less  than  an  hour  from  its  com- 
mencement. He  was  in  incessant  and  excruciating  pain,  whi:  h  was 
much  aggravated  just  before  the  effort  to  vomit.  He  was  cascading  a 
fluid,  which,  he  said,  tasted  of  cheese.  Instead  of  his  usual  dinner,  he 
had,  the  day  before,  partaken  of  cake  and  cheese. 

I  immediately  wrote  for  pulvis  ipecacuanha,  9ij.,  and  for  the  pre- 
scri[)tion  A.  In  the  meantime  I  promoted  the  vomiting  with  warm 
water,  till  the  taste  of  the  cheese  had  subsided  ;  the  pediiuvium,  mustard 
cataplasms  to  the  abdomen,  repeated  doses  of  the  alcoholic  solution 
of  camphor,  and,  finally,  the  prescription  A,  were  employed.  Finding 
my  expectation  of  mastering  the  disease  by  these  remedies  was  likely 
to  be  frustrated,  and  believing  there  must  be  some  offending  cause  re- 
n^aining,  the  emetic  was  administered,  and  in  the  course  of  its  opera- 
tion he  rejected  a  very  small  piece  of  animal  food.  1  told  him  he  must 
tax  his  recollection,  to  ascertain  what  he  had  eaten  ;  he  finally  remem- 
bered he  had,  at  U  o'clock,  on  the  day  previous,  partaken  of  Bologna 
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sausage.  To  remove  the  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  bowels,  our  main 
reliance  was  placed  on  castor  oil  and  a  restricted  diet. 

The  tone  of  the  stomach  has  been  more  generally  impaired  this  year 
than  at  any  former  period  witliin  my  recollection.  There  have  been 
fewer  instances  of  relief  from  spontaneous  vomiting ;  and  at  no  period 
have  emetics  heen  so  indispensable,  or  more  serviceable. 

Cathartics. — Infusion  of  sennae  ;  tincture  of  sennas  ;  tincture  of  rhu- 
barb ;  neutral  salts  ;  submuriate  of  quicksilver ;  castor  oil  and  calcined 
magnesia,  combined  or  simple  ;  were  employed.  In  one  instance,  in 
which  the  pain  and  distress  concentred  in  the  epigastric  region,  a  portion 
of  neutral  salts  was  attended  with  very  great  distress,  and  apprehending 
it  might  in  other  cases  act  as  an  irritant,  I  have  laid  aside  its  use. 
Not  finding  the  submuriate  of  quicksilver  to  be  often  indicated,  I  have 
seldom  ordered  it.  A  gentleman,  however,  who,  by  a  long  residence 
in  a  tropical  climate,  had  contracted  a  bilious  diathesis,  derived  immense 
benefit  from  ten  grains  of  submuriate,  followed  in  three  hours  by  an 
ounce  of  castor  oil.  When  idiosyncrasy  did  not  present  an  obstacle  to 
its  use,  I  employed,  in  preference  to  any  other  cathartic,  castor  oil.  The 
intestinal  excretions  were  very  acrid,  and  constituted  one  great  cause  of 
irritation.  To  remove  this  initating  cause,  the  free  use  of  cathartics  be- 
came indispensably  necessary ;  in  numerous  cases,  indeed,  1  found  no- 
thing succeed  as  a  substitute  for  this  class  of  evacuants. 

Enemas. — This  remedy  was  several  times  resorted  to,  in  order  to 
evacuate  the  intestinal  canal,  to  little  or  no  purpose  ;  but  with  the  inten- 
tion of  subduing  the  spasmodic  pains  of  the  rectum,  the  use  of  mucila- 
ginous and  anodyne  injections  was  of  inestimable  value.  To  alleviate 
pain,  allay  spasm,  promote  perspiration  and  recruit  the  flagging  condition 
of  the  system,  great  dependence  was  placed  on  the  alcoholic  solution  of 
camphor,  and  the  prescription  A.  Opium,  tincture  of  opium,  and  the 
camphorated  tincture  of  opium,  were  seldom  ordered  ;  as  the  prescrip- 
tion A  acted  as  an  antispasmodic  and  counter-irritant  more  effectually 
than  opiates  exhibited  in  any  other  form. 

The  nervine,  diaphoretic,  and  anti-emetic  properties  of  camphor,  were 
by  no  means  inconsiderable.  A  solution  of  camphor  in  dilute  alcohol, 
as  well  as  in  what  is  commonly  called  "  high  wines,"  is  a  favorite  do- 
mestic medicine  with  very  many  families  in  Boston.  Several  times, 
patients,  to  whom  I  have  been  called,  by  taking  of  camphor,"  as  the 
expression  is,  had  been  relieved  before  my  arrival.  When  camphor 
had  obtained  much  celebrity  as  a  cure  for  the  cholera,  I  prepared  a 
saturated  solution  of  camphor  in  pure  alcohol,  as  before  mentioned,  and 
have  frequently  employed  it,  as  an  extemporaneous  prescription,  with 
decided  benefit ;  but  not  being  satisfied  to  depend  upon  its  efficacy,  alone, 
1  have  never  allowed  it  to  supersede  other  remedies,  which  have  been  in 
my  estimation  clearly  indicated. 

Fomentations,  sinapisms,  and  other  rubefacients,  vesicatories  and  dry 
heat,  were  very  useful  auxiliaries  in  the  cure  of  the  disease  under  con- 
sideration. Sinapisms  and  dry  heat,  however,  were  finally  used,  to  the 
exclusion  of  every  other  topical  application. 
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In  severe  cases,  the  observance  of  a  strict  antiphlogistic  diet  and  regi- 
men was  enjoined,  and  tlie  return  to  solid  food  was  permitted  with  much 
caution.  Cold  diinks  were  given  very  sparingly  ;  and  the  quantity  of 
diluents  very  n>uch  restricted. 

It  has  been  observed,  the  morbid  stale  of  the  digestive  canal  did  not 
cease  with  the  vomiting,  but,  for  some  time  after,  demanded  of  the 
physician  the  utmost  vigilance  and  care.  Beside,  exposure  to  cold,  or 
fatigue,  or  the  taking  of  aliment  incompatible  with  tlie  irritable  condition 
of  the  stomach,  induced  a  relapse  in  those  who  were  convalescent. 

Case  VII]. — A  lady,  of  an  impaired  constitution,  on  the  15th  of 
August  last,  was  taken  in  the  night  with  cholera  morbus,  which  conti- 
nued, with  undiminished  severity,  till  the  next  morning,  wlien  I  was  sum- 
moned to  visit  her.  This  was  one  of  the  few  cases  1  could  not  ascribe 
to  any  known  cause.  An  inmate  of  the  same  house,  the  cause  of 
whose  attack  likewise  could  not  be  accounted  for,  was  taken  at  the 
same  hour,  with  the  same  disease.  In  this  case  the  vomiting  ceased 
spontaneously  ;  and  the  diarrhoea  was  cured  by  half  an  ounce  of  castor 
oil,  washed  down  with  a  mixture  consisting  of  two  teaspoonfuls  of  cal- 
cined magnesia  in  half  a  tumbler  of  warm  water,  the  usual  mode  in 
which  i  directed  these  remedies  to  be  taken. 

The  lady  was  attacked  with  great  severity  ;  the  vomiting  and  purging 
were  restrained  by  the  usual  remedies  ;  she  remained,  however,  so  far  de- 
bilitated as  not  to  sustain  the  being  raised  up  in  her  bed  without  fainting. 
This,  with  other  symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  heart,  clearly  indicat- 
ed the  existence  of  carditis.  By  restricting  her  to  the  simplest  diet, 
keeping  the  bowels  soluble  with  n;ild  laxatives,  preserving  an  absolute 
state  of  quietude,  exhibiting  antimony  as  a  diaphoretic,  in  small  and  re- 
peated doses,  and  making  external  applications,  as  they  seemed  to  be 
demanded,  at  the  end  of  a  fortnight  the  affection  of  the  heart  was  so  far 
overcome  as  to  require  very  little  attention  of  the  physician. 

On  Wednesday,  a  fortnight  from  the  first  attack,  my  patient,  by  the 
advice  of  fier  friends,  as  a  substitute  for  the  laxatives  employed,  had 
eaten  five  prunes  preserved  in  syrup.  On  the  next  afternoon  1  was  de- 
sired to  visit  her.  She  complained  of  great  pain  and  tenderness  in  the 
bowels,  for  which  tlie  usual  remedies  were  prescribed.  At  12  o'clock, 
the  same  evening,  I  was  called  again,  when  the  pain  and  tenderness 
were  much  aggravated.  In  addition  to  the  pain  and  tenderness  diffused 
over  the  abdomen,  there  ensued  tenesmus  of  the  most  distressing  cha- 
racter, which  baffled  the  remedial  power  of  every  medicine,  except  the 
combined  action  of  anodyne  injections  and  emollient  cataplasms  to  the 
rectum.  Fifteen  drops  of  the  prescription  A  were  directed  to  be  given 
every  three  hours,  to  prevent  a  recurrence  of  the  above  symptoms ;  and, 
should  they  recur,  one  grain  of  opium  in  the  form  of  a  pill.  By  these 
means,  a  remission  of  her  distress  was  obtained,  till  the  next  day,  when 
the  symptoms  returned,  and  were  subdued  by  the  same  method  of  treat- 
ment as  was  observed  on  the  evening  previous.  In  this  way,  remissions 
and  exacerbations  alternated,  till  the  Wednesday  following,  about  2 
o'clock  in  the  morning. 
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BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  PRIZE  QUESTIONS. 
The  Boylston  Medical  Committee,  appointed  by  tlie  President  and  Fellows  of  Harvard  University, 
consists  of  the  following  Physicians  :  — 


John  C.  Warren,  M.D.       |  Enoch  Hale,  M.D. 
George  C.  Shattuck,  M.D.    Solomon  D.  Townsend,  M.D. 


John  Jeffries,  M.D. 
J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  M.D. 
Oliver  W.  Holmes,  M.D. 


Walter  Channing,  M.D.     |  Edward  Reynolds,  M.D. 
At  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Committee  on  Wednesday,  August  2d,  1848,  a  premium  of  sixty  dol- 
lars, or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  was  awarded  to  John  H.  Dix,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  for  the  best  disser- 
tation on  the  following  question  :  — "  What  is  the  nature  and  best  mode  of  treatment  of  that  affection 
of  the  eyes  commonly  called  Morbid  Sensibility  of  the  Retina  ?  " 
The  questions  for  1849  are — 

1st.  The  history  and  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  throat  affecting  the  voice,  especially  those  to 
which  public  speakers  are  liable. 

2d.  What  is  tlie  anatomical  structure  of  the  disease  called  aneurism  by  anastomosis,  and  what  is 
the  best  method  of  treating  it  ? 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted,  post-paid,  to  I^John  C.  Warren,  M.D.,  Boston, 
on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  in  April,  1849. 

The  following  Questions  are  proposed  for  1850  :  — 

1st.    The  value  of  the  Microscope  in  elucidating  pathological  changes  in  the  human  body. 
2d.    What  is  the  connection  between  cerebral  and  cardiac  diseases  ? 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted  as  above,  on  or  before  the  first  Wednesday  of 
April,  1850. 

The  author  of  the  best  dissertation  on  either  of  the  above  questions  will  be  entitled  to  a  premium  of 
sixty  dollars,  or  a  gold  medal  of  that  value,  at  his  option. 

Each  dissertation  must  be  accompanied  by  a  sealed  packet,  on  which  shall  be  written  some  device 
or  sentence,  .and  within  shall  be  enclosed  the  author's  name  and  residence.  The  same  device  or  sen- 
tence is  to  be  written  on  the  dissertation  to  which  the  packet  is  attached. 

All  unsuccessful  dissertations  are  deposited  with  the  Secretary,  from  whom  they  may  be  obtained, 
with  the  sealed  packet  unopened,  if  called  for  within  one  year  after  they  have  been  received. 

By  an  order  adopted  in  1826,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  publish  animally  the  following  votes  •. — 

1st.  That  the  Board  do  not  consider  themselves  as  approving  the  doctrines  contained  in  any  of  the 
Dissertations  to  whicli  premiums  may  be  adjudged. 

2d.  That  in  case  of  the  publication  of  a  successful  Dissertation,  the  author  be  considered  as  bound 
to  print  the  above  vote  in  connection  therewith.  OLIVER  W.  HOLMES,  Secretary. 

Boston,  August  3,  1848.  Aug.  9— 4t 

GENEVA  MEDICAL  COLLEaE. 
The  annual  Course  of  Lectures  in  this  Institution  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  Ocrober 
next,  1848,  and  continue  16  weeks. 

FACULTY  OF  MKDICINE. 
Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Charles  B.  Coventrv,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Midwifery,  the  DiseK^■es  oi  Women  and  Children,  and 

of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
James  Webster,  M.l).,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 

Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D.,  Prof  o(  Materia  Medica  and  General  Pathology. 

James  Hadley.  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

James  Bryan,  M.D.,  Pro(.  of  Surgery. 

Corydon  La  Ford,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
Fees — lor  all  the  Lectures,  paviible  in  advance.    Matriculation,  $3.    Graduation  fee,  $>20. 

Dissecting  Ticket,  $5  ;  which  all  candidates  (or  the  degree  of  M.D.  are  required  to  take.  Graduates 
at  this  Institution,  and  all  who  have  attended  two  full  courses  ol  medicine  at  the  same,  are  admitted 
gratuitously.    All  other  graduates  ol  three  jears  practice  are  received  gral nitoiislv ,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  matriculation  fee.  CHARLES  A.  LEE,  Dean. 
New  York,  July  21,  1848.                                 Aug.  2— tL 


DR.  LE  WIS  will  attend  to  Diseases  of  the  E>e,  from  9  to  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  every  Tuesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Saturday.  Novl7— If 


PURE  CHLOROFORM. 
For  sale  by  Joseph  Burnett,  Apothecary,  No.  33  Tremont  Row.  Jan.  5— If. 

PURIF  EO  COD  LIVER  OIL. 
Sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  WM.  B.  LITTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists,  104  Hanover  street.  mh22 

DR.  SKINNER'S  CLARIFIED  COD-LIVER  OIL. 
The  purest  article  of  Cod-Liver  Oil  is  put  up  by  Dr.  Skinner,  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill,  (up 
stairs),  and  offered  to  lUeprofession,  to  druggists  and  to  the  public  generally.  Price.  37  1-2  ccnisfor 
small  bottles;  75  cents  for  large  do.  A  printed  pamphlet  of  medical  authorities,  certificaies,  direc- 
tions for  using  the  oil,  &c.,  accompanies  each  bottle.  The  profession  and  druagists  supplied  at  the 
usual  discount.  H.  B.  SKINNER,  M.l). 

May  31— tf  Office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs}. 
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BOYLSTON  MEDICAL  SCHOOL, 

Incorporated  in  1847. 

The  Course  of  Instruction  for  the  ensuing  year,  will  begin  on  the  Ist  Wednesday  in  March,  1848. 
No  pains  nor  expense  will  be  spared  to  offer  every  advantage  to  our  Students.  Private  examinations 
of  patients,  both  medical  and  surgical,  with  particular  regard  to  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  and 
accidents  likely  to  fall  under  the  care  of  a  general  practitioner,  will  be  constantly  made. 

The  wards  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  will  be  open  throughout  the  year  to  our  Students, 
in  common  with  tliose  of  other  Schools  ;  and  a  large  number  of  post-mortem  examinations,  at  which 
they  may  assist,  will  afford  them  excellent  opportunities  for  the  study  of  Pathological  Anatomy. 

The  means  for  the  study  of  Practical  Anatomy  will  be  as  great  as  Students  desire. 

Fully  illustrated  Lectures  upon  Chemistry,  Pathology,  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Hygiene,  Materia 
Medica  and  Obstetrics,  with  their  bearing  upon  Legal  Medicine,  will  form  a  part  of  the  course. 

All  the  public  institutions,  open  to  any  Medical  Students  in  this  city,  will  be  available  to  those  of 
this  School. 

For  terms,  &c.,  applv  to  Dr.  Thayer,  12  Essex  street,  on  any  dav,  between  2  and  4  P.  M. 

JOHN  BACON,  M.D.  C.  E.  BUCKINGHAM,  M.D. 

EDWARD  H.  CLARKE,  M.D.  W.  HENRY  THAYER,  M.D. 

Boston,  Feb.  15,  1848.  Feb  16— eptf  JOHN  B.  WALKER,  M.D. 


PURE  POWDERED  DRUGS. 
Wm.  B.  Little  <fe  Co.  are  agents  for  the  sale  of  Messrs.  Haskell  &  Merrick's  "  Select  Powders," 
which  may  be  relied  upon  as  being  strictly  pure  and  of  the  best  quality.  "  It  is  well  known  that 
many  of  the  best  drugs,  both  foreign  and  indigenous,  are  more  or  less  mixed  with  extraneous  substances, 
and  inferior  qualities,  which,  if  not  removed,  must  of  course  injure  the  article  when  powdered.  To 
obviate  this,  we  subject  every  drug  to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny  ;  rejecting  all  that  does  not  accord  with 
tlie  Oilicinal  Standard.  They  are  then  reduced  to  the  utmost  degree  of  lineness,  compatible  with  their 
physical  properties.  Great  care  is  also  observed  in  the  process  of  preparing  them  for  powdering,  for 
the  purpose  of  guarding  against  any  injury  which  might  result  (which  is  often  the  case)  to  the  chemical 
constituents  and  medicinal  properties  of  the  drugs,  by  incautious  drying,  &c.  This  important  depart- 
ment is  under  the  charge  of  a  person  of  great  experience,  who  has  devoted  many  years  to  this  branch 
of  business,  so  that  the  Powders  coming  from  his  hands  are  not  only  beautiful  in  appearance,  but  may 
be  relied  upon  as  not  having  received  injury  in  the  process  of  powdering. 

"  In  addition  to  the  quality  and  lineness  of  our  Powders,  we  would  call  attention  to  the  style  in 
which  they  are  put  up  ;  the  convenient  form  of  1  lb.  flint-glass  bottles,  which  secures  them  from  the 
action  of  the  atmosphere  and  moisture — a  prolific  cause  of  the  deterioration  of  powdered  drugs.  Each 
bottle  is  stamped  with  the  seal  of  the  firm,  and  labelled  in  accordance  with  the  U.  S.  Pharmacopeia. 
As  there  are  certain  rays  of  light  which  have  the  effect  of  gradually  decomposing  the  substances  which 
come  under  their  inlluence,  it  is  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  Powders  should  be  kept  in  the  box  in 
which  each  bottle  will  be  found  enclosed." 

A  complete  assortment  of  the  above  powders  for  sale  by  WM.  B.  LITTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists  and 
Druggists,  104  Hanover  street.  Apr.  12— tf 


WILLIAM  BROWN, 

At  his  Apothecary  store,  corner  of  Washington  and  Elioi  sireets,  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply  of  Medicines,  selected  expressly  for  Phjsicians'  and  Families'  use,  including  all  the  English 
extracis— Conii,  Belladonna,  Hi oscyami,  Taraxaci,  &c.  A l.sci,  all  the  new  Chemical  preparations 
recently  introduced.  Great  care  is  taken  in  selecting  the  choicest  of  medicines  for  jjhysicians' pre- 
licriptinns ;  not  trusting  to  such  articles  as  rhubarb,  ipecac,  jalap,  aloes,  &c.,  powdered  by  steam 
and  Wdter  power,  hut  having  them  pulverized  fresh  from  the  root,  under  my  own  superintendence. 
The  most  strict  personal  attention  paid  to  dispensing  physicians'  prescriptions.  No  one  permitted 
to  put  lip  prescriptions  except  those  of  long  experience  in  the  business.  Jan.  .5 — ly 


JOSEPH  BURNETT, 
Apothecary  (Successor  to  T.  Metcalf),  No.  3.3  Themont  Row, 
Offers  to  Surgeons  and  Dentists,  the  best  selected  assoi  tment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  m  the  city , 
ccmsisling  in  part  of  Amputating,  Trepanning,  Obstetrical,  Dissecting,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eye,  and 
Cooper's  Cases;  Scarificators,  Catheters,  Bougies,  Stomach  Pumps,  Injecting  do..  Spring  and  Thunrb 
Lancets,  Disseci  in2  and  Dressing  Scissors,  Trocars,  Needles,  Bistouries ;  Dressing,  Dissecting,  Poly- 
pus and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonsil  Instrumeiils,  «!tc.  «fec.,  of  American,  English  and  French  manufacture. 

Extracting  Forceps,  of  (Jhevaiier's  manufacture  from  Dr.  Flagg's  pairerns,  in  set'?  of  12,  or  singly, 
of  superior  form  and  finish ;  Excavators,  Burrs,  Pluggers,  Drills,  Files ;  Cutting,  Splitting  and  Punch- 
ing Forceps ;  Gold  and  Platina  Plate  and  Wire,  common  and  fine  Solder,  Spiral  Springs,  Gold  and  Tin 
Foil,  Mineral  Teeth,  in  great  variety,  (much  the  largest  assortment  to  be  found  in  New  England), 
Grindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  departments  of  Dentistry. 
Instruments  sharpened  and  repaired  at  short  notice. 

All  orders  from  the  country  shall  receive  careful  and  prompt  attention. 
Feb.  10.— tf 


DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE  AND  EAR. 
Dr.  .1.  H.  Dix  will,  from  this  date,  relinquish  general  practice,  and  attend  exclnsively  to  the  medi- 
cal and  surgical  treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear.   Tremont  st.,  opposite  Tremont  House 
FeAruary  14,1843.  Sept.  29— eptf 


FRESH  AND  GENUINE  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES 
Of  superior  quality,  carefully  prepared  for  Physicians'  use,  and  for  sale  on  the  most  favorable  terms, 
at  33  Tremont  Row,  Boston,  by  JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

Feb.  10— tf.  (Successor  to  T.  Metcalf.) 


DR.  JARVIS'S  ADJUSTER. 
This  newly-invented  instrument  for  reducing  fractures  and  dislocations— Also,  single  and  donklf 
pad  Glass  Trusses,  Reinhardt's  manufacture,  and  Dr.  Cutter's  Abdominal  Supporters,  lor  sale  by 
N;  HUNT,  Surgical  Instrument  manufacturer  128  Washington  street.  Sept. 30.— tl 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.-Session  of  1848-9. 
The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  16th  of  October,  and  continue  UDtit 
the  first  day  of  March. 

RoBLEv  DuNGLisoN,  M.D.,  Prof.  of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  &c. 

Robert  M.  Huston,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  General  Therapeutics. 

Joseph  Pancoast,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

John  K.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Practice  of  Medicine. 

Thomas  D.  Mutter,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  and  Practice  of  Surgery, 

Ghaklbs  D.  Meios,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Franklin  Bache,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

Ellerslie  Wallace,  M.D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  of  October,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and 
Surgical  cases  are  invesii<!at»id,  prescribed  for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During  the  past 
year  more  than  thirteen  hundred  cases  were  treated,  and  nearly  two  hundred  Surgical  operations 
performed,  in  the  presence  of  the  Class,  including  many  of  the  major  operations,  as  lithotomy,  ampu- 
tations, &c.  The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the  student  to  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal practice  and  Lectures  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  After  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissecting 
rooms  of  the  College  will  be  open,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the  De- 
monstrator. 

Fees.— Matriculation,  which  is  paid  only  once,  $5.  Each  Professor,  fifteen  dollars,  total  $105. 
Graduation,  $30. 

The  number  of  Students  during  the  last  Session  was  480 ;  and  of  Graduates,  178. 

R.  M.  HVliTOfi,M.D.,  Dean  of  the  Faculty, 
Philadelphia,  July,  1848.  Jy  19— tOct.lO  No.  1  Girard  tt. 


ALBANY  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  next  annual  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  October,  and  will  coa- 
linue  16  weeiis- 

Alden  March,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Surgery. 

T.  RoMEYN  Beck,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica. 

James  McNauohton,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Lewis  C.  Beck,  M.D..  Prof  of  Chemistry. 

Ebenezer  Emmons,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Obstetrics  and  Natural  History. 
James  H.  Armsby,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Anatomy. 
Thomas  Hun,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Institutes  of  Medicine. 
Amos  Dean,  Esq.,  Prof,  of  Medical  Jurisprudence. 
The  fees  for  a  full  Course  of  Lectures  are  $70.    The  Matriculaticm  fee  is  $5.   Graduation  fee,  $20. 
Those  who  wish  for  further  information,  or  for  cii*culars,  will  address  a  letter  (post  paid)  to  the 
Registrar.  Aug.  2— eptOl  THOMAS  HUN,  Registrar. 


CONCENTRATED  CHLORIC  ETHER. 
Wm.  B.  Little  «fe  Co.,  Chemists,  104  Hanover  St.,  have  for  sale  Concentrated  Chloric  Ether,  of  the 
same  strength  and  quality  as  that  distilled  by  them  for  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and 
which  is  recommended  by  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  and  other  eminent  surgeons,  as  being  prefierable  to 
chloroform  for  antesthetic  purposes.   Also,  as  above, 

PURE  CHLOROFORM, 
in  any  quantity,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  at  the  lowest  market  prices.  June  7 — tf 


CONCENTRATED  SYRUP  OF  SARSAPARILLA. 
In  calling  the  attention  of  the  Medical  Faculty  to  this  preparation,  the  Proprietors  would  simply 
stale  thai  they  adoitt  the  formula  of  the  U.  S.  Dispensatory  by  Wood  &  Bache  ;  making  use  of  the 
best  Alexandria  senna  and  Honduras  sarsaparilla.  We  are  very  particular  in  the  selection  ol  mate- 
rials, and  also  in  the  preparittion  of  the  medicine.  We  make  an  addition  of  iodine  to  our  prepara- 
tion, and,  we  tiiink,  with  obvious  advantage.  In  these  days  of  abounding  quackery,  it  seems  to  us, 
there  should  be  a  preparation  of  sarsaparilla  recognized  by  the  Faculty  as  oflicinal,  and  as  such, 
recommended  by  them. 

We  would  moreover  state,  that  we  submit  a  full  formula  to  all  regular  physicians,  and  as  far  as 
we  have  made  known  our  enterprise,  we  have  received  the  approval  and  encouragement  of  nearly 
all  medical  men. 

Prepared  and  sold,  wholesale  and  retail,  by  the  subscribers.  South  Rending,  Mass.  Also,  for  sale 
in  Boston,  by  S.  W.  Fowie,  and  in  many  of  the  cities  and  towns  throughout  the  Stale. 

JOSEPH  D.  MANSFIELD,  M.D. 
March  15.  WM.  H.  WILLIS,  M.D. 


TO  SURGEONS—ETHEREAL  SOLUTION  OF  GUN  COTTON. 
The  properties  of  this  solution  as  applied  to  Surgery,  by  Mr.  S.  L.  Bigelow,  are  as  follows.  It 
almost  instantly  forms  an  unirritating  coaling  or  plaster  of  great  strength  and  durability.  In  con- 
tracting, it  brings  the  edges  of  the  wound  very  firmly  together,  and  being  impervious  to  air  and 
water,  enables  them  to  unite  rapidly  by  first  intention.  It  leaves  hardly  a  perceptible  scar.  No 
sutures  are  required  for  simple  incised  wounds  of  any  lensth.  It  affords  protection  for  all  excoriated 
surfaces,  &c.  mh22— tf  For  sale  by      JOSEPH  BURNETT,  33  Tremont  Row. 


TO  PHYSICIANS. 

The  subscribers  are  constantly  supplied  with  a  selection  of  pure  jnedicmes  for  prescriptions  and 
the  use  of  families,  which  they  will  dispense  with  accuracy  to  all  who  may  favor  them  with  their 
patronage.  Just  received,  a  lot  of  pure  Extract  Taraxaci,  prepared  by  a  new  and  peculiar  process. 
Also  a  small  lot  of  Ext.  Buchu,  and  Pareira  Brava,  and  all  other  articles  in  common  use,  fresh  from 
the  manufacturer. 

0*A  constant  supply  of  Pure  Chloroform  and  Sulphuric  Ether,  for  sale  as  above. 

WHITE  &,  FERGUSON,  Successor*  <o  Charles  White, 
Dec.  15— lyr.  348  Washington  St.,  cor.  Hayward  pi.  BostOD. 


SUPPLEMENT  TO  MEDICAL  JOURNAL. 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 
The  annual  course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  the  last  Monday  of  Oclcber,  and  will  be  continued 
nnlil  the  last  day  of  February  following. 

FACULTV  OF  MEDICINE. 

Valentine  Mott,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles,  Practice  and  Operations  of  Surgery. 
Granville  Sharp  Pattison,  M.D.,  Prolessor  ot  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 
Samuel  Henry  Dickson,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Theory  and  Piaciice  of  Medicine. 
Martvn  Paine,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  and  Materia  Medira. 
Gunning  S.  Bedford,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  ol  Women  and  Children. 
John  William  Draper,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

The  (ees  for  a  full  course  o(  Lectures  amount  to  $1(»5.  Students  can  attend  one  or  more  of  the 
courses,  as  they  may  he  disposed,  and  pay  only  for  the  Lectures  for  which  they  enter.  The  J'ee  for 
the  Diploma  is  $30.  The  Matriculation  fee,  $5.  The  fee  for  adinission  lo  the  Disseciins;  Rooms  and 
Demonstrations  is  $5.  Graduates  of  Medicine  at  this  Institution,  and  all  who  have  attended  two  full 
courses  of  Lectures  at  the  same,  are  afterwards  admitted  gi atulitously .  All  other  Giaduaies,  o( 
three  years  practice,  are  received  gratuitously,  with  the  exception  of  the  Matriculation  fee.  Ten 
students  are  received  as  beneficiaries,  on  payment  of  $20,  towiirds  the  expenses  oi  the  Institution, 
nnd  the  Matriculation  fee.  They  will  make  application  to  the  Secretary.  Board  at  $2.50  to  $3.50 
a  week. 

The  Faculty  have  not  thought  it  expedient  to  extend  the  period  of  the  regular  Winter  session,  nor 
to  abridge  the  full  number  of  their  daily  lectures.  They  do  not  think  that  such  an  extension  of  the 
term,  or  such  diminution  of  the  number  of  Lectures,  will  be  advantageous  lo  students  or  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  for  reasons  set  Ibrth  in  their  late  annual  announcement. 

But  there  is  a  way  in  which  a  real  improvement  can  be  effected.  It  is  the  plan  which  has  been  for 
years  adopted  by  this  Faculty  ;  to  leave  the  long  established  winter  course,  with  its  six  daily  lectures, 
untouched,  and  give,  in  addition,  a  series  of  lectures  in  the  month  of  October  without  charge.  To 
the  advantages  of  this  plan  the  attention  of  physicians  is  asked.  Commencing  with  the  first  Monday 
in  October,  and  continuing  until  the  introductories  of  the  winter  course,  lectures  are  given  each  day 
in  this  Institution.  No  charge  is  made,  and  students,  whether  they  are  matriculants  or  not,  are  at 
liberty  to  attend.  This  course  is  wholly  separate  from  the  winter  course,  which  is  complete  in  itself. 
The  dissecting  rooms  are  open,  and  an  opportunity  afforded  of  commencing  that  important  branch  of 
duty.  The  surgical  cliniqne  is  in  operat  ion  each  Saturday;  the  obstetric  cliniqne  commences  to 
furnish  its  cases.  Advantage  may  also  be  taken  of  an  attendance  on  the  various  gratuitous  institu- 
tions in  the  city,  such  as  the  Dispensaries,  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  «!kc. 

Gentlemen  desirous  of  information  with  regard  to  the  School,  will  please  to  address  their  letters  to 
Prof.  Draper,  Secretary  of  the  Faculty,  364  Fourth  St.  May  31— eopt  Sep  20 

IMPROVED  Mi*GNETIO  MACHINES. 

MOORHEAD's  GRADUATED  MAGNETIC  MACHINE. 
The  attention  of  the  Medical  Profession  is  respectfully  directed  to  this  instrument,  which  is  an 
important  improveuieat  over  all  other  forms  of  manufacture.  It  is  perfiectly  simple  in  constriic- 
tiou,  and  therefore  not  liable  to  get  out  of  order,  as  is  the  case  with  all  other  instruments  of  the 
kind.  It  admits  of  perfect  control,  and  can  be  Graduated  lo  any  power  ;  adapted  for  an  infant,  or 
sufficient  for  the  strongest  adult,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  operator.  The  magnetic  force  is  imparled 
in  a  continuous  manner,  and  with  no  unpleasant  sejisaiion  lo  liie  most  delicate  patient.  In  n  few 
words,  it  is  believed  to  be  the  most  beautiful  and  eflTective  Magnetic  Machine  that  has  yet  been 
ofl'ered,  and  no  pains  have  been  spared  to  make  it  worthy  the  countenance  and  use  of  the  intelli- 
gent physicians  of  the  United  States. 

There  can  be  no  question,  that  in  many  serious  and  prevalent  complaints,  Electro-Magnetism  is 
of  great  value,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  medical  journal  either  in  this  country  or  in  Eurojje,  that 
makes  its  appearance,  without  the  statement  of  various  cases,  showing  some  new  effect  of  this 
mysterious  agent,  or  corroborating  previous  experience  of  lis  beneficial  use.  It  is,  therefore,  not 
utrange  that  the  demand  for  these  instruments  has  so  rapidls  increased,  and  it  is  to  give  the  scienti- 
fic practitioner  an  article  on  which  he  may  depend,  which  is  neat,  portable  and  convenient,  that 
the  Graduated  Magnetic  Machine  is  thus  offered.  As  an  evidence  of  the  superiority  of  these  Ma- 
chines, reference  can  be  made  to  several  of  the  most  distinguished  among  the  Profession,  who  have 
used  them  in  a  great  variety  of  diseases,  with  the  most  surprising  success. 

Many  ol  tlie  cures  (lerfonned  by  this  instrument,  are  tiMily  wonderful;  some  of  them  in  diseases 
of  the  most  serious  character  known  to  the  medical  piofession.  Among  others,  may  be  mentioned 
Scrofula,  Dropsy,  Erysipelas,  Ascites,  Deafness,  Curvature  of  the  Spine,  Tic  Douloureux,  Acute  and 
Cliroiiic  Rheumatism,  P  aralysis,  Epileptic  Fits,  Headache,  and  particularly  all  diseases  which  may 
be  referred  to  the  nervous  system. 

E  ich  Diachine  is  coiunactiy  arranged  with  the  Battery  and  all  necessary  appliances,  put  up  in 
neat  r  tsc-wdod  cases,  accompanied  with  a  Manual  containing  full  directions  for  its  efiicient  use  and 
application. 

The  (Jii  vnu  vTED  MAONSTtc  M\chines  will  be  furnished  to  physicians  at  Twelve  Dollars  and  Fif- 
teen Dull  irs  each,  according  to  size  and  si>  le  of  finish.    They  can  be  readily  and  safely  sent  to  any 
part  of  the  couutrv,  and  each  instrument  is  warranted. 
Manufactured  aiid  sold,  Wholesale  and  Retail,  by  I).  C.  MOORHEAD, 

182  Broadway,  New  York, 
f^y  D  -ilers  1 1  Iressed  as  above,  accompanied  with  the  cash,  will  be  promptly  and  carefully  fulfilled. 
Feb.  9,  1848.— eoply 


A.  E.  CUTTER,  Apothecary, 
Opposite  BoylKton  Market,  400  Wanhinston  Street, 
Has  constantly  on  hand  a  laige  and  choice  selection  of  genuine  medicines,  for  family  use  and  the 
prescription  department.    By  strict  attention  to  his  duty  as  an  Apothecary,  he  will  endeavor  to 
merit  the  confidence  of  physicians  and  the  public.    Fresh  herbs  of  all  kinds  at  wholesale  and  retail. 
The  nighl  bell  answered  personally.  June  14— eoply 


Diseases  preceding  the  Cholera  in  1832. 
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At  2  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  I  was  called  lo  visit  my  patient 
in  great  haste.  On  my  arrival  I  found  her  lying  in  a  supine  posture, 
with  the  muscles  of  the  extremities  and  abdomen  rigid  with  an  intensely 
painful  spasm  ;  the  arms  were  parallel  with  the  trunk,  and  elevated  above 
the  level  of  the  body  ;  the  hands  were  in  a  state  of  pronation,  and  the 
fingers  extended  to  the  utmost ;  the  inferior  extremities  were  also  rigid 
with  spasm,  and  tlie  legs,  feet  and  toes  in  a  state  of  extension.  The 
pain  was  more  severe  on  the  left  side  than  on  the  right  ;  and  it  extended 
on  the  left  side  to  the  muscles  of  the  face  and  head.  With  the  view 
of  overcoming  the  spasm,  an  attempt  was  made  to  bend  the  fingers,  but 
the  slightest  motion  aggravated  the  pain  to  such  a  degree,  it  was  impro- 
per to  proceed.  The  fingers  and  face  were  becoming  livid  ;  the  sensa- 
tion of  cold  was  considerable,  and  the  pulse  rapidly  sinking. 

The  first  step  taken  was  the  exhibition  of  eighty  drops  of  prescription 
A,  and  in  a  few  minutes  a  teaspoonful  of  the  same  ;  after  which,  fifteen 
drops  every  half  hour:  a  grain  of  opium  had  been  taken  at  the  onset 
of  the  spasm.    Warmth  was  communicated  by  bottles  of  hot  water  to  the 
palms  of  the  hands,  the  soles  of  the  feet,  and  to  various  parts  of  the 
body.    The  second,  anodyne  injections,  and  emollient  poultices  to  the 
rectum.    The  third,  a  liberal  dose  of  castor  oil.    The  result  of  these 
remedies  was  the  relaxation  of  the  spasm,  the  rejection  of  a  quantity  of 
black  fluid,  and  the  dejection  of  a  piece  of  undigested  j)rune.  Several 
hours,  however,  were  consumed  in  the  administration  of  the  above  reme- 
dies, before  the  patient  was  sufficiently  recovered  to  be  left  with  safety. 
A  number  of  days  elapsed  before  the  patient  recovered  the  use  of  her 
fingers.  Every  time,  both  before,  and  at  the  time  that  a  portion  of  a  prune 
was  evacuated,  a  paroxysm  of  pain,  but  less  severe,  was  experienced. 
Indeed,  if  I  may  be  allowed  to  hazard  a  conjecture,  the  numerous  pa- 
roxysms of  pain  antecedent  to  the  spasm,  were  the  efl'ect  of  the  irrita- 
tion upon  the  mucous  membrane  in  a  high  state  of  sensibility,  caused 
by  the  passage  of  the  prunes  along  the  intestinal  tube.    Every  subse- 
quent discharge  became  less  and  less  severe,  till  the  tenth  day,  from  the 
lime  the  prunes  were  first  taken  into  the  stomach,  when  the  elimination 
of  the  last  fragment  was  unattended  with  the  slightest  inconvenience. 

From  this  time  tlie  pain  and  tenderness  of  the  bowels  gradually  yield- 
ed to  mild  laxatives  and  alcoholic  solution  of  camphor,  which  had  been 
of  signal  service  to  her  in  different  stages  of  the  disease.  The  lady  at 
length  recovered  her  health,  so  far  as  to  go  abroad.  She,  however,  suf- 
fers from  shortness  of  breath  and  palpitation  of  the  heart. 

Supplementory  Remarks. — While  writing  this  essay,  I  have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  examining  a  portion  of  the  heart,  which  had  undergone  an 
alteration  in  structure  ;  and  also  a  few  morbid  specimens  of  the  intes- 
tines of  a  similar  kind,  taken  from  a  subject  that  had  died  without  any 
strongly-characterized  disease. 

The  morbid  portion  of  the  heart  was  rather  less  in  size  than  the  palm 
of  the  hand.  There  was,  without  doubt,  originally,  an  effusion  of  coagu- 
lable  lymph  into  the  cellular  membrane  between  the  epithelium  and  the 
fleshy  structure  of  the  heart,  and  lymph  by  the  absorption  of  its  more 
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fluid  part  was  converted  into  a  solid  state.  This  preternatural  depositiors 
was  of  a  thickness,  which  would  not,  a  priori,  have  been  conjectured, 
^t  penetrated  deeply  between  the  fascienti  of  the  muscular  fibres  of  the 
heart.  The  palclies  of  coagulated  lymph  were  not  so  thick  in  the  mor- 
bid portions  of  the  intestines  ;  but  were  of  tlie  same  nature,  and  situated 
in  tlie  cellular  membrane,  between  the  peritoneal  and  muscular  coat  of 
the  digestive  canal. 

Indulge  me,  gentlemen,  in  one  digressive  remark.  In  the  few  post- 
mortem examinations  I  have  witnessed  the  last  six  months,  whatever  may 
have  been  the  nature  of  the  disease,  I  have  observed  a  remarkable  ten- 
dency to  inflatnmation  and  effusion  into  the  cellular  substance,  between 
the  serous  membranes  and  the  organs  they  invest. 


MEDICAL  INSTRUCTION  AND  PRACTICE  IN  BALTIMORE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

^  Sir, — I  address  you  from  the  place  of  my  nativity  ;  in  which,  however, 
1  have  spent  so  little  of  my  time  as  to  find  myself,  after  some  years  of 
absence,  a  comparative  stranger.  Still  there  are  faniiliar  faces,  and,  I  re- 
joice to  say,  numerous  friends,  with  whom  I  daily  meet.  Being  the 
heat  of  summer,  little  is  to  be  chronicled  of  the  teaching  department  as 
enacting,  but  retrospection  and  anticipation  offer  me  a  theme.  The 
medical  department  of  the  University  has  undergone  some  changes  since 
I  last  occupied  a  place  at  the  commencement.  Professor  Smith  is  still 
the  soul  of  the  institution,  and  from  his  go-ahead  disposition,  and  from 
the  stake  which  he  has,  the  public  may  rely  with  confidence  on  his  ef- 
forts. I  had  great  pleasure  in  showing  him  my  cases  of  instruments  for 
the  special  treatment  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear,  copied  from  Des- 
marres  and  Hubert  Valreux,  as  also  that  of  Jobert  and  Ricord,  for  genito- 
urinary affections,  male  and  female  ;  as  I  was  told  by  Charriere,  in  Paris, 
the  most  perfect  sets  ever  brought  to  this  country,  to  his  knowledge. 
The  numerous  pupils  in  the  Professor's  office,  attest  his  popularity  with  the 
young  men.  Chew,  Power,  Aiken,  and  the  excellent  teacher  of  Anato- 
my, Roby,  are  in  their  respective  chairs.  Whilst  I  was  abroad.  Dr. 
Hall  died,  and,  after  some  compromises.  Dr.  Thomas  was  made  Profes- 
sor of  Obstetrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children  ;  Dr.  Miltenber- 
ger,  whose  interest  and  whose  great  claims  came  near  putting  him  in 
the  chair,  being  made  lecturer  on  Pathology,  and  retaining  his  position  of 
Demonstrator  of  Anatomy.  The  pupils  numbered  some  one  hundred 
and  eighty  during  the  last  winter,  so  I  am  told,  and  anticipations  of  a 
larger  class  the  ensuing  season  are  sanguinely  indulged  in. 

The  Wasliington  School,  the  medical  department  of  the  Washington 
University  (composed  of  my  warm  and  excellent  friend  Roberts  in  Ob- 
stetrics, Bond,  Leonard,  Foreman,  Monkur  and  Wood),  is  now  building 
a  new  edifice  in  Lombard  St.,  in  consequence  of  finding  the  old  one  too 
remote  from  the  centre  of  the  city  to  be  properly  available ;  and  from  the 
fact  that  the  gentlemen  interested  in  the  school  are  said  to  furnish  the 
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funds,  there  must  be  ground  for  supposing  the  necessities  of  the  middle 
and  central  regions  about  Baltimore,  demand  another  school.  The 
building  site  is  admirably  chosen,  and  every  convenience  is  to  be  furnish- 
ed— the  faculty  retaining  the  late  school,  as  a  hospital  for  clinical  instruc- 
tion. 

In  accordance  with  the  advice  of  the  late  convention,  Drs.  Theobald, 
Johnston  and  Frick  have  opened  an  institute  for  primary  teaching  ;  and 
from  what  I  know  of  these  gentlemen,  I  feel  assured  that  the  desired 
effect  will  result.  I  was  delighted  with  some  preparations  of  the  eye 
made  by  Dr.  Johnston  for  elucidating  his  branch,  physiology,  and  cheer- 
fully tendered  him  the  use  of  some  of  Guy  Aines's  models  in  wax,  which 
I  brought  over  from  Europe.  For  a  long  time  past,  my  intimate  friend, 
Dr.  Dunbar,  formerly  professor  of  surgery  in  the  Washington  school, 
has  conducted  an  institute  of  this  kind,  with  great  success.  Last  year 
his  rooms  were  filled,  and  as  his  popularity  with  youth  is  proverbial, 
he  will  probably  have  an  equally  large  number  this  winter.  His  relative. 
Dr.  Bryonly,  has  returned  with  his  regiment  from  Mexico,  and  will  re- 
sume his  duties  as  demonstrator  in  the  Washington  school,  and  it  is  likely 
give  his  aid  to  Dr.  Dunbar  as^ain. 

Baltimore  needs  hospitals  badly.  A  very  great  number  of  emigrants 
land  at  this  point ;  and  the  infirmary  attached  to  the  Maryland  school, 
and  the  hospital  of  the  Washington  Medical  Institution,  exclusive  of  the 
Alms  House,  are  the  only  buildings  devoted  to  the  sick.  It  is  true  that 
the  great  accommodations  for  the  poor,  in  the  very  numerous  small  houses, 
enable  the  dispensaries  to  relieve  a  large  number.  But  of  these  there 
are  but  two  in  action  :  one,  the  Baltimore  Dispensary,  a  valuable  and  ef- 
fective institution  ;  the  other,  the  East  Baltimore  Dispensary  (established 
mainly  througfi  the  efforts  of  the  father  of  the  writer),  less  extensive  in 
its  funds  and  consequent  usefulness.  Private  enterprise  is  already  com- 
ing to  the  sufferer's  aid.  But  the  great  value  of  such  institutions  is  in 
instructing  pupils,  and  cliniques  are  lamentably  deficient. 

Homoeopathy  and  hydropathy  are  both  exceedingly  fashionable — the 
first  system  numbering,  as  its  patrons,  the  elite  of  the  haut-ton. 

With  the  hope  of  seeing  you  when  I  visit  Saratoga  and  Newport,  I 
remain  ever  your  ob't  serv't,  Clendinen. 

Baltimore'^,  Aug.  8,  1848. 


THE  CLERIC  A     AND  MEDICAL  PROFESSIONS. 

To  the  Kditor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — A  recent  number  of  the  Journal  contains  an  article  upon 
tile  "  relations  between  the  clerical  and  medical  professions,  &ic.,''  in 
which  the  clergy  as  a  class  are  said  to  countenance  quackery,  and  are 
represented  as  men  peculiarly  ignorant  of  the  world  and  its  ways." 
With  "a  smattering  of  the  ologies,"  they  are  said  to  have  "the  vanity 
to  presume  that  they  can  make  a  short  cut  to  what  proves  so  long,  so 
arduous,  so  uncertain  a  goal,  as  the  educated  physician  acknowledges  his 
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ultimatum  to  be,  after  life-long  struggles  and  honest  devotion  to  truth." 
I  did  not  take  my  pen  to  apologize  for  that  portion  of  the  clergy  who 
have  reconmiended  quack  medicines  to  the  people  of  their  charge,  but  be-  < 
cause  I  do  not  consider  tl)e  whole  responsible  for  what  a  comparatively 
few  have  done.  I  regard  the  clerical  profession  far  above  the  insinua- 
tions and  epithets  the  writer  of  that  article  has  seen  fit  to  pronounce 
upon  them.  While  they  are  styled  peculiarly  ignorant,  and  he  has  vol- 
unteered to  remind  them  of  their  "  mission  and  vocation,"  he  should 
have  had  sympathy  enough  for  them  to  have  given  publicity  to  his  name, 
so  that  if  there  should  be  a  difference  of  opinion  on  any  question  they 
might  refer  to  him  and  have  the  matter  settled  at  once.  Why,  Mr. 
Editor,  is  there  such  a  wholesale  condemnation  of  the  clergy  for  re- 
commending quack  medicines,  when  almost  every  nostrum,  from  "  Whit- 
well's  opodeldoc  "  down  to  "  Brandreth's  pills,"  has  the  signature  of  an 
M.D.,  asserting  their  "  wonderful  cures."  If  the  clergy  must  suffer  in- 
discriminately because  a  few  have  expressed  their  confidence  in  quack 
medicines,  so  should  the  whole  medical  profession  ;  as  among  them  in- 
stances of  commending  quackery  are  seen  perhaps  quite  as  often  as 
among  the  clergy.      '  Yours,  truly,  Serenus. 


NEW  MODE  OF  TREATING  DEAFNESS. 

[The  following  is  a  brief  extract  from  several  papers  which  have  appear- 
ed recently  in  the  London  Lancet,  written  by  James  Yearsley,  Esq., 
Surgeon  to  the  Metropolitan  Ear  Institution.  The  Editor  of  the  Lancet 
has  seen  the  remedy  applied,  with  complete  success,  in  cases  of  appa- 
rently incurable  deafness.] 

In  1841,  a  gentleman  came  from  New  York  to  consult  me  under  the 
following  circumstances  : — He  had  been  deaf  from  an  early  age,  and  on 
examination,  1  found  great  disorganization  of  the  drum  of  each  ear. 
On  my  remarking  this  to  him,  he  replied,  "  How  is  it,  then,  that,  by  the 
most  simple  means,  I  can  produce  on  the  left  side  a  degree  of  hearing 
quite  sufficient  for  all  ordinary  purposes ;  in  fact,  so  satisfied  am  1  with  the 
improved  hearing  which  I  can  myself  produce,  that  I  only  desire  your 
assistance  on  behalf  of  the  other  ear."  Struck  by  his  remark,  I  again 
made  a  careful  examination  of  each  ear,  and  observing  their  respective 
conditions,  I  begged  him  to  show  me  what  he  did  to  that  ear,  which  I 
should  unhesitatingly  have  pronounced  beyond  the  reach  of  remedial  art. 
I  was  at  once  initiated  into  the  mystery,  which  consisted  of  the  insertion 
of  a  spill  of  paper,  previously  moistened  at  its  extremity  with  saliva, 
which  he  introduced  to  the  bottom  of  the  meatus,  the  effect  of  which, 
he  said,  was  "  to  open  the  ear  to  a  great  increase  of  hearing."  This  im- 
provement would  sometimes  continue  an  hour,  a  day,  or  even  a  week, 
without  requiring  a  repetition  of  the  manipulation.  Such  an  interesting 
fact  could  not  fail  to  excite  my  attention,  and  it  naturally  occurred  to 
me  to  try  so  simple  a  method  in  other  cases.  I  did  so  in  several  which 
appeared  to  me  to  be  identical  with  that  of  my  patient,  but  I  invariably 
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failed.  1  was  on  the  point  of  abandoning  the  idea  that  the  remedy 
could  ever  be  made  available  in  practice,  and  of  considering  either  that 
my  American  patient's  case  was  unlike  all  others,  or  that  it  depended 
on -some  idiosyncrasy,  when  it  happened  that  a  young  lady  came  under 
•  my  care,  by  the  recommendation  of  Mr.  Squibb,  Surgeon,  of  Orchard 
street.  She  was  the  daughter  of  wealthy  parents,  whose  anxiety  for 
her  relief  was  so  great  as  to  induce  them  to  bring  her  to  me  long  after 
I  had  discouraged  their  visits,  and  openly  expressed  my  inability  to  re- 
lieve her.  She  had  become  deaf  at  a  very  early  age,  after  scarlatina, 
which  had  produced  disorganization  of  tlje  drum  of  each  ear,  and  the 
deafness  was  extreme.  Unwilling,  however,  to  abandon  hope,  her  friends 
continued  to  bring  her  to  me,  in  order,  as  they  said,  that  "  nothing 
might  be  left  untiied."  With  little  expectation  of  success,  after  so  many 
previous  failures,  I  was  induced  to  apply  the  new  remedy,  with  some 
modifications  upon  my  previous  experiments.  Instead  of  adopting  my 
American  patient's  plan,  it  occurred  to  me  to  try  the  effect  of  a  small 
pellet  of  moistened  cotton  wool,  gently  inserted  and  applied  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  meatus,  so  as  to  come  in  contact  with  the  small  portion  of 
membrane  which  still  remained.  The  result  was  astonishingly  success- 
ful. On  the  evening  of  a  day,  in  which  she  had  risen  from  her  bed 
with  the  sad  reflection  that  she  must  be  forever  debarred  from  social 
converse  and  enjoyment,  she  joined  the  family  dinner  party,  and  heard 
the  conversation  which  was  going  on  around  her  with  a  facility  that  ap- 
peared to  all  present  quite  miraculous.  Day  after  day  the  remedy  was 
applied  with  the  same  marked  success,  and  eventually  she  learned  the  art 
of  applying  it  herself,  and  thus  became  independent  of  me.  it  was  ob- 
served that,  until  the  wool  could  be  brought  in  contact  with  a  particular 
spot  at  the  bottom  of  the  meatus,  the  hearing  was  not  at  all  benefited, 
on  the  contrary,  was  prejudiced  ;  but  the  moment  it  was  properly  ad- 
justed on  that  particular  spot,  the  hearing  was  restored.  Subsequent 
experience,  in  a  vast  number  of  cases,  confirms  this  remarkable  fact.  It 
is  not  merely  necessary  to  insert  moistened  cotton  wool  to  the  bottom 
of  the-  meatus.  Such  a  manipulation  would  in  most  cases  add  to  the 
deafness.  It  is  essential  to  find  the  spot  on  which  to  place  the  wool,  and 
so  adjust  it  as  to  produce  the  best  degree  of  hearing  of  which  the  case 
may  happen  to  be  susceptible.  This  of  course  differs  according  to  the 
variety  and  extent  of  the  disorganization. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.     AUGUST   30,    18  4  8. 


The  Malignant  Cholera. — From  the  public  attention  given  to  the  pro- 
g-ress  of  this  most  extraordinary  plague,  it  is  very  evident  that  a  feeling  of 
apprehension  exists  in  regard  to  the  movements  of  a  pestilence,  the  laws 
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of  which  are  apparently  no  better  understood,  than  when  the  disease  was 
first  recognized  in  Asia,  in  1817.  Having  once  traversed  a  region  of  coun- 
try, its  liability  to  are-appearance  is  well  established;  yet  the  tokens 
by  which  its  approach  can  be  anticipated  with  certainty,  have  not  been 
indicated.  Whether  the  atmosphere,  the  ocean,  rivers,  fogs,  a  tropical  sun, 
a  scanty  vegetable  diet  or  excess  of  animal  food,  temperance  or  intempe- 
rance, or  any  marked  phenomena  in  nature,  are  the  generating  causes, 
has  not  been  satisfactorily  determined.  lis  proper  treatment  is  involved  in 
the  same  uncertainty:  although  every  country  where  cholera  has  appeared, 
or  its  appearance  is  anticipated,  abounds  in  medical  directions  for  managing 
the  disease  with  as  much  certainty  as  steam  power  is  controlled  by  an 
experienced  engineer.  The  fear  excited  in  1832,  when  cholera  fastened 
upon  certain  parts  of  the  United  States  and  Canada,  is  well  remembered. 
It  was  then  ascertained,  that,  like  the  wind,  "it  goeth  where  it  listeth  ;" 
and  a  second  advent  of  the  same  great  agent  of  death,  even  on  an  extended 
scale,  would  hardly  lead  to  such  expenditures,  in  the  way  of  preventing  its 
importation,  as  characterized  the  first  appearance  of  the  strange  malady. 
If  cholera  is  ever  sporadic,  it  is  certain  that  medicine  offers  no  sure  method 
of  preventing  its  invasion,  or  raising  barricades  to  hem  it  up  within  town 
walls,  as  we  would  secure  a  belligerent  foe.  On  its  first  appearance  in  a 
place,  a  general  sense  of  fear  comes  over  the  community,  which  is  presumed 
to  engender  a  susceptibility  that  provides  material  for  it  to  feed  upon.  A 
panic  debilitates  the  powers  of  life,  and  the  system  becomes  a  more  ready 
prey  to  the  attacks  of  disease.  A  dread  of  approaching  danger,  in  this 
case,  as  well  as  in  many  others,  is  equivalent  to  opening  the  gates  of  a  citadel 
to  a  hostile  enemy,  even  before  an  entrance  has  been  deu:ianded. 

Good  reasons  might  be  adduced  for  prophesying  that  cases  of  spasmodic 
cholera  will  most  likely  again  appear  on  our  seaboard.  Nearly  the  same 
atmospheric  condition  is  now  perceptible,  that  prevailed  when  cases  oc- 
curred on  our  ocean  borders  on  its  first  visitation  ;  indeed,  a  vague  report 
already  announces  one  or  two  cases.  But  if  the  alarm  is  given  of  the 
appearance  of  cases  at  any  point,  there  will  be  no  necessity  for  great  pub- 
lic exhibitions  of  defence ;  since  cordons,  disinfecting  fluids,  changes  of 
diet,  preparatory  medications,  and  the  organization  of  hospitals  for  concen- 
trating the  patients,  have  in  no  instance  either  lessened  the  danger  or 
limited  the  epidemic  tendency. 

These  observations  are  not  the  offspring  of  a  belief  in  fatalism,  but  are 
made  from  a  consciousness  of  ihe  limited  resources  of  science,  and  the 
imperfection  of  medical  skill  in  shutting  out  a  disease  like  the  spasmo- 
dic cholera. 


Gooch  on  the  Diseases  of  Women. — With  the  name  and  professional 
eminence  of  Robert  Gooch,  M.D.,  those  who  keep  pace  with  the  medical 
literature  of  the  age  must  be  quite  familiar.  His  success  in  researches 
where  there  was  need  of  a  more  exact  degree  of  knowledge  than  charac- 
terized the  writings  of  previous  authors  on  female  diseases,  has  not  only 
given  him  a  position  among  the  highest  authorities,  but  an  increasjng 
confidence  in  his  views  has  naturally  followed,  because  the  facts  brought 
to  light  by  his  genius  and  application  are  truths,  and  their  importance  will 
always  remain  ^  the  same  value.  Dr.  Gooch's  excellence  is  based  chiefly 
on  the  accuracy  of  his  observations.    In  these  exciting  times,  in  which 
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men  act  too  precipitately  in  medicine,  as  in  every  thing  else,  it  is  gratifying 
to  meet  with  one  who  never  exhibits  an  unwarrantable  enthusiasm.  Calmly 
and  clearly  he  investigates  all  the  phenomena  of  a  disease,  and  simply 
registers  precisely  what  is  essential.  Yet  the  descriptions  of  the  phases 
of  symptoms,  and  the  side-scenes  of  practice,  by  way  of  illustration,  are 
excellent  specimens  of  medical  record. 

Dr.  Gooch's  work  is  from  the  press  of  Messrs.  Barrington  &  Hasvvell, 
Philadelphia — and  is  entitled,  An  account  of  some  of  the  most  important 
diseases  peculiar  to  women,  by  Robert  Gooch,  M.D.,  with  illustrations — 
second  edition.  It  is  a  handsomely-printed  book,  subdivided  into  seven 
chapters,  which  treat  of  peritoneal  fevers  of  lying-in  women  ;  disorders  of 
their  minds ;  thoughts  on  insanity,  as  an  object  of  moral  science ;  mode  of 
distinguishing  pregnancy  from  diseases  jvhich  resemble  it;  polypus  of  the 
uterus;  polypus  attended  by  unusual  circumstances;  excrescences  ;  irrita- 
ble uterus;  some  symptoms  in  children  erroneously  attributed  to  congestion 
of  the  brain,  &c.  An  immense  amount  of  information  is  embodied  in  a 
small  space,  and  made  so  intelligible  as  to  be  as  readily  appreciated  by  the 
student  as  the  profoundest  medical  philosopher.  There  is  no  reason  why 
the  enterprise  of  the  publishers  should  not  be  rewarded  by  an  extensive 
sale.    Copies  may  be  procured  at  Ticknor  &  Co.'s,  Boston. 


Ch'aves's  System.of  Clinical  Medicine. — No  better  evidence  of  the  estima- 
tion of  an  author  can  be  adduced,  than  an  increasing  demand  for  his  labors. 
Former  notices  have  been  given  of  the  distinguished  medical  influence  and 
position  of  Dr.  Graves, of  Dublin,  and  a  repetition  of  them  would  be  wholly 
unnecessary  at  this  time,  since  not  to  know  him  by  reputation,  is  acknow- 
ledging one's  self  to  be  unknown.  Messrs.  Barrington  &  Haswell  have 
answered  the  public  demand  for  a  third  edition,  vastly  improved  from  the 
first  that  emanated  from  the  American  press,  by  notes  and  a  series  of 
lectures,  by  W.  W.  Gerhard,  M-D.,  of  Philadelphia,  of  known  standing  in 
clinical  medicine.  The  present  beautiful  volume  is  constructed  with  all 
the  latest  improvements  introduced  by  Dr.  Graves,  and  which  Dr.  Gerhard, 
with  accustomed  skill,  has  taken  care,  without  doubt,  to  shape  and  adapt 
to  the  condition  of  things  in  this  country,  so  that  the  possessor  of  this 
treatise  will  actually  have  an  embodiment  of  all  that  is  modern  in  the 
science  to  which  it  is  devoted.  Simply  recommending  the  profession  to 
buy  such  a  book  as  this,  is  not  enough  :  they  should  be  persuaded  to  do  so, 
both  for  the  sake  of  encouraging  the  trade  in  the  multiplication  of  standard 
authorities,  and  of  informing  themselves  of  the  progress  of  practical  medi- 
cine in  all  countries.  Ticknor  &  Co.  have  it,  in  Washington  street,  at  a 
low  price,  which  is  no  small  inducement  for  increasing  the  size  of  a  library, 
in  these  hard  times. 


Anti-putrid  Disinfecting  Agent. — Fortunately  for  ourselves,  accom- 
panying a  letter  from  the  manufacturer  of  this  new  article,  there  was  a 
printed  circular,  which  made  an  obscure  subject  quite  intelligible.  It  is 
abominable  for  a  man  claiming  to  be  civilized,  to  write  such  an  execrable 
hand  as  the  one  before  us,  which  could  no  more  be  read  than  the  scratches 
on  antediluvian  rocks,  e'specially  the  name  of  the  chemist  who  signed  the 
cabalistic  scrawl — which  turns  out  to  be  Br.  Lewis  Feuchtioanger,  of  New 
York,    If  ambitious  to  introduce  preparations  to  the  medical  profession, 
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on  all  future  occasions  he  is  recommended  to  send  an  interpreter  with  his 
communications. 

Dr.  Feuchtvvanger  intimates  that  this  new  fluid  is  vastly  superior  to  any  , 
of  its  predecessors  ;  that  it  absorbs  sulphureted  and  carbureted  hydrogen 
upon  chemical  principles,  and,  in  short,  is  a  powerful  disinfectant,  and 
therefore  excellent  in  purifying  the  air  in  ships,  hospitals,  sinks,  sewers, 
&c.  &c.  Now  all  this  may  be  true — really  we  hope  it  is — but  after 
watching  the  progress  of  these  over-praised  secret  compounds,  that  are  to 
accomplish  such  revolutions  in  the  natural  world,  we  have  generally  found 
that  no  confidence  can  be  placed  in  them.  After  experimenting  with  the 
specimen  jug  that  came  with  the  letter  referred  to,  publicity  will  cheerfully 
be  given  to  any  good  or  extraordinary  results. 


Medical  College  of  South  Carolina. — Circulars  of  the  schools  are  fly- 
ing freely  over  the  country.  That  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  has  always  had 
a  well-grounded  reputation,  and  while  the  present  board  of  faculty  preside, 
will  not  fall  below  the  standard  to  which  the  College,  under  their  auspices, 
has  been  raised.  Lectures  begin  the  first  day  of  November,  and  con- 
tinue to  the  last  Saturday  of  the  ensuing  March.  One  hundred  and 
ninety-two  students  were  in  attendance  at  the  last  term — of  whom  seventy- 
eight  were  graduated  with  distinction. 


St.  Louis  University. — A  prospectus  of  the  coming  lecture  term,  exhibits 
flattering  prospects  for  students  in  the  medical  department.  A  new  medi- 
cal college  edifice  has  been  decided  upon,  to  be  located  on  the  north-east 
corner  of  Seventh  and  Myrtle  streets,  which  is  convenient  to  the  hospital. 
The  city  of  St.  Louis  now  contains  nearly  seventy  thousand  inhabitants. 
Lectures  in  this  institution  commence  the  present  season  earlier,  by  two 
weeks,  than  formerly,  viz.,  October  16th.  A  fine  class  was  matriculated 
the  last  season,  and  quite  a  number  graduated. 


Massachusetts  Medical  College. — The  following  is  a  list  of  the  gentle- 
men who  received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  at  the  last  Commence- 
ment, with  their  places  of  residence  and  the  subjects  of  their  inaugural 
theses.  The  names  of  the  graduates  at  the  semi-annual  examination  in 
March,  have  been  already  published. 

William  Barstow,  Keene,  N.  H. — Man  a  Microcosm. 

Samuel  Lee  Bigelow,  Medford — Tuberculous  Meningitis. 

William  Oiis  Johnson,  Lynn — Anatomical  Characters  of  Pneuwonia. 

Marcus  Bloomfield  Leonard,  Springfield,  N.  Y. —  The  Heart,  its  Struc- 
ture, Functions,  &c. 

John  Parker  Maynard,  Boston — Lesions  of  the  Cardiac  Valves  and  their 
Diag7iosis. 

Robert  Woodruff  Oliphant,  Haverhill — BrighVs  Disease  of  the  Kidney. 

Benjamin  Shurtleff,  Lowell — T^jphoid  Fever. 

William  Henry  Thorndike,  Salem — Phlebitis. 

Eliab  Ward,  Carver — P neumonia. 

Joseph  Odiorne  West,  Lowell — The  Blood. 

Jacob  Lafayette  Williams,  Boston — Ether. 

Oliver  W.  Holmes,  Dean. 
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Method  of  Preparing  the  New  Adhesive  Plaster.  By  C.  Green,  M.D., 
of  Homer,  N.  Y. — Take  of  pure  nitric  acid  of  the  shops,  f3ij-;  commer- 
cial sulphuric  acid,  f.3iij.  M.  and  allow  them  to  cool;  pure  cotton  (the 
"  drawn  cotton  "  of  the  factories  is  the  best),  grs.  xv.  ;  press  the  cotton 
into  the  acids,  and  see  that  it  is  thoroughly  saturated  with  the  acids  ;  ma- 
cerate thirty  minutes.  Then  wash  the  cotton  in  a  glass  vessel  thoroughly, 
by  means  of  agitation  in  repeated  waters,  and  by  squeezing,  until  you  can 
perceive  by  the  taste  no  remains  of  acid.  Care  should  be  taken  not  to  di- 
vide the  mass  of  cotton  into  many  pans,  as  it  will  then  be  more  difficult  to 
pick  it  open  equally,  and  thus  fit  it  for  equal  and  rapid  drying,  and  perfect 
solubility.  After  picking  the  cotton  into  a  light  flocculent  mass,  I  spread 
it  thinly  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  and  expose  it  to  the  direct  rays  of  the  sun. 
I  suppose  that  drying  by  artificial  heat  would  answer  the  same  purpose, 
but,  as  yet,  I  have  not  tried  it.  This  quantity  of  cotton  may  be  put  into 
three  or  four  fluid  ounces  of  sulphuric  ether,  according  to  the  consistence 
of  which  you  may  desire  the  fluid  to  bo,  it  being  rendered  more  thin  by 
the  addition  of  ether.  The  above  quantity  of  cotton  with  fgiv.  will  make 
a  solution  a  little  thinner  than  recently-strained  honey,  and  nearly  as 
transparent.  It  has  somewhat  the  appearance  of  a  thick  mucilage  of  gum 
Arabic.  This  when  dried  in  thin  layers  is  transparent,  and  in  fact,  for 
some  purposes,  serves  as  an  excellent  varnish.  I  have  observed,  that,  on 
standing,  the  more  opaque  portion  of  the  solution  subsides,  and  leaves  a 
perfectly  transparent  stratum  on  the  surface,  which,  though  perfectly  adhe- 
sive, does  not  dry  as  rapidly  as  the  thicker  and  more  opaque  portion.  It 
may  be  shaken  before  being  used. — Buffalo  Med.  Jour. 


The  Cholera  in  Russia. — By  the  last  arrival  from  Europe,  it  appears 
that  in  the  whole  of  Russia,  since  the  2Sih  of  October,  1846,  there  have 
been  290,000  cases  of  cholera,  and  116,658  deaths.  At  St.  Petersburgh, 
on  the  2Sth  of  July,  there  were  2396  cases,  and  137  fresh  cases;  on  the 
29th,  132  nevv  cases;  and  on  the  30th,  2116  cases  remained.  At  Berlin, 
four  cases  of  cholera  had  appeared. 


The  article  in  last  week's  Journal  on  Belladonna  and  Dandelion  Extract,  should  have  been 
credited  to  the  Buffalo  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


Married, — In  Boston,  Dr.  Charles  F.  Heyward  to  Miss  M.  E.  Low. — In  Lawrence.  Mass.» 
Dr..Ioshiia  A.  Parant,  Jr.,  to  Miss  M.  A.J.  O'Coiinell.— Dr.  Wm.  A.  Gaylord,  of  Henniker,  N.  H., 
to  Miss  E.  G.  Rogers. — Elihu  Kilpatrick,  M.D.,  of  Mississippi,  to  Mrs.  j.  A.  Thompson. 


Died,— At  South  Natick,  Mass.,  Dr.  Wolcott  C.  Chandler,  4L— At  Newburyport,  Mass.,  Dr. 
John  Bricket,  75.— In  Moultonboro',  N.  H.,  J.  G.  Morse,  M.D.,  of  Roxbury,  Mass.,  29.— At  New 
Orleans.  Dr.  Robert  Newton,  Assistant  Surgeon,  U.  S  A. — At  Litchfield,  Conn.,  Dr.  Samuel 
Richardson,  46.— At  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Charles  D.  Townsend,  G8.— At  South  New  Market, 
N.H.,  Dr.  Phinehas  Trull,  67.— At  Charlestown  Navy  Yard,  Mass.,  Dr.  J.  Vaughn  Smith,  U.  S. 
N.,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  40. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Aug.  26th.  Ill — Males,  65 — females,  46. — 
Of  consumption,  9- — disease  of  the  bowels,  43 — dysentery,  23 — cholera  infantum,  1 — typhus 
fever,  1 — diarrhoea,  1 — lung  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  .3 — bilious  fever,  1 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the 
brain,  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  2 — infantile,  7 — teething,  1 — gravel,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — accidental, 
2— convulsions,  1 — canker,  4— throat  distemper,  2 — croup,  I— marasmus,  2. 

Under  5  years,  78 — between  5  and  20  years,  1 — between  20  and  40  years.  15 — between  40 
and  60  years,  10 — over  60  years.  7. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — Cholera  has  shown  itself  at  Berlin,  in  Prussia. — 
Dysentery  is  becoming  extensively  prevalent  in  the  country  towns  of  New 
England.  It  is  generally  the  accompaniment  of  the  fruit  soi^son. — Cases 
of  ship  fever  are  becoming  few  and  far  between  at  most  of  the  ports  where 
immigrants  arrive.  The  new  law  regulating  the  conveniences  of  passenger 
ships,  will  probably  soon  exterminate  the  disease. — More  than  fifty  little 
boys  in  the  alms-house  at  South  Boston,  are  now  suffering  from  epide- 
mical sore  eyes.  The  chapel  of  the  institution  has  been  turned  into  a 
hospital,  where  the  rows  of  little  sufferers  present  a  sorry  spectacle. — 
All  the  young  surgeons,  and  even  medical  students,  in  Russia,  have  been 
pressed  into  the  army  service,  in  the  grand  preparations  contemplated  by 
the  emperor. — Very  many  formidable  accidents  have  occurred  of  late  on 
railroads,  requiring  sudden  and  difficult  surgical  operations. — A  new  batch 
of  patent  medicines  has  been  introduced  into  the  market,  lately,  under  flat- 
tering auspices,  viz.,  they  have  the  recommendation  of  benevolent  women  ! 
— A  revival  of  the  old  tar-water  practice  seems  to  talce  well  with  medicine- 
takers.  It  is  thought  to  be  a  new  thing,  and  is  therefore  esteemed.  —  An 
epidemic  dysentery  prevails  in  some  parts  of  Maine. — Dr.  Hayvvard,  of 
Boston,  extracted  an  extraordinary  mass  (polypus)  from  the  nostril  of  a 
patient  the  other  day,  the  growth  of  many  years,  which  had  wofully  dis- 
torted the  sufferer's  face  ;  but  it  is  now  coming  into  its  original  shape. 


On  Suffocation  by  Drowning,  and  from  Paralysis  of  the  muscles  of  the 
Larynx.  By  S.  Gower.  Esq.,  Surgeon. — In  the  instructions  of  the  Humane 
Society,  for  the  recovery  of  persons  apparently  drowned,  the  popular 
remedy  of  holding  the  drowned  person  up  by  the  b'^els  is  justly  condemned. 
It  was  no  doubt  popu'arly  expected,  that  some  pailfuls  of  water  would  run 
out  at  the  mouth  and  nose  m  this  posture.  But  it  is  desirable  that,  amongst 
other  means  used,  the  mouth  should  be  placed,  not  retained,  in  a  depending 
position,  to  allow  of  any  fluid  escaping,  by  the  force  of  gravitation,  from  the 
larynx.  A  case  in  point  once  occurred  to  me.  which  made  an  indelible 
impression  on  my  mind.  It  was  that  of  a  child,  not  drowned,  but  with  the 
muscles  which  assist  in  deglutition  partially  paralyzed.  Some  castor  oil 
had  been  given,  and,  I  think,  a  small  dose  of  calomel,  but  it  was  doubtful 
whether  they  had  passed  the  pharynx,  and  whether  the  epiglottis  had 
proved  treacherous.  There  was  difficult  respiration,  and  a  gurgling  sound 
in  breathing.  I  had  the  child  placed  on  its  side,  or  rather  on  its  stomach, 
when  some  of  the  oil  and  a  quantity  of  mucus  flowed  from  the  mouth  and 
throat,  and  the  respiration  was  immediately  and  entirely  relieved.  The 
child  died,  but  died  less  distressed  and  more  easily  than  it  would  otherwise 
have  done,  presenting  also  a  much  less  painful  spectacle  of  apparent  suf- 
fering. An  attention  to  this  circumstance,  in  cases  of  apparent  drowning, 
seems  to  be  one  of  those  things,  the  neglect  of  which  would  be  an  oversight. 
— London  Lancet. 


Examination  of  Wounded  Insurgents. — M.  Michon,  surgeon  of  La  Pitie, 
Paris,  has  not  allowed  the  wounded  insurgents  lying  in  his  wards  to  be 
examined.  He  says  "  that  he  would  rather  resign  than  concede  anything 
of  the  kind,  and  that  he  is  treating  patients,  and  not  prisoners," 
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MR.  YEARSLEY'S  NEW  MODE  OF  TREATING  DEAFNESS. 

[In  addition  to  the  brief  announcement,  in  last  week's  Journal,  of  Mr, 
Yearsley's  new  remedy  for  partial  deafness  in  cases  of  loss  of  portions 
of  the  membrana  tympani,  we  copy  further  from  his  remarks  on  this 
important  subject.    After  relating  another  successful  case,  he  says — ] 

This  case,  like  the  first  quoted,  proved  to  be  one  in  which  there  was 
a  loss  of  a  great  portion  of  the  membrana  tympani ;  and  I  may  here  ob- 
serve, that  all  my  experience  tends  to  show  that  this  is  an  essential  con- 
dition of  the  ear  for  success.  At  the  present  lime  I  can  refer  to  not  very 
far  short  of  two  hundred  cases,  and  in  all  of  which  more  or  less  perfo- 
ration or  destruction  of  the  membrane  exists. 

A  very  small  quantity  of  wool  is  sufficient.  It  must  be  moistened  in 
some  fluid  without  any  compression,  and  gently  pushed  down  the  meatus 
with  the  point  of  a  probe.  I  have  had  constructed  for  the  purpose  a 
set  of  instruments,  which  are  calculated  to  meet  and  overcome  every 
difficulty  ;  for  I  need  scarcely  say  that  it  is  very  easy  to  talk  of  passing 
a  foreign  body  down  the  meatus,  but  it  is  not  so  easily  done.  Besides, 
it  is  not  sufficient  to  merely  pass  it  down  to  the  site  of  the  membrane  ; 
but  when  there,  the  spot  must  be  found  which  it  is  indispensable  the 
wool  should  occupy  and  cover ;  for  then  only,  and  not  till  then,  will  suc- 
cess attend  the  application,  and  the  patient  regain  the  hearing. 

With  a  few  rules,  which,  of  course,  vary  with  the  case,  the  patient 
may  be  taught  to  manipulate  upon  himself,  and  all  that  is  required  is  to 
remove  the  dry  wool,  and  replace  it  with  moist,  night  and  morning,  or 
morning  only.  This  is  quite  sufficient  to  maintain  the  improved  hearing 
in  the  intervals. 

It  will  be  expected  that  I  should  say  something  of  the  modus  operandi 
of  this  new  application  ;  but  I  can  offer  nothing  that  is  conclusive. 
It  has  appeared  to  me  in  some  way  or  other  to  supply  the  place  of  the 
lost  membrane.  The  moisture  is  absolutely  necessary  to  its  perfect  ac- 
tion ;  for  when  the  wool  becomes  perfectly  dry,  it  impedes  rather  than 
improves  the  power  of  hearing.  Is  it  possible  that  moist  wool  placed 
at  the  extremity  of  the  meatus  can  transmit  the  vibrations  of  sound  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  natural  membrane,  or  must  we  look  for  some  other 
explanation  ?  However,  of  its  relieving  this  kind  of  deafness  there  can 
be  no  doubt. 
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The  question,  as  to  how  far  this  new  mode  of  treatment  can  be  made 
available  in  cases  in  which  the  membrana  tympani  remains  intact,  is 
now  occupying  my  anxious  consideration,  and  forms  the  basis  of  a  series 
of  experiments. 

[At  a  subsequent  date  he  continues  in  the  Lancet  his  explanations  and 
general  remarks,  the  whole  of  which  are  given  below.] 

It  has  been  intimated  to  me,  that  although  the  new  mode  of  treatment 
has  been  explained  in  my  last  communication,  and  the  cases  to  which  it 
is  at  present  applicable  clearly  indicated,  yet  I  have  not  so  fully  describ- 
ed the  modus  operandi  as  to  enable  others  to  adopt  it  with  more  than 
a  mere  chance  of  success.  In  answer,  I  have  only  to  say,  that  the  ex- 
perience of  several  years  has  taught  me  that  it  is  impossible  to  convey 
to  others,  in  words,  such  explicit  directions  as  shall  enable  them  to  mani- 
pulate with  any  degree  of  certainty.  In  fact,  it  was  on  this  account  that 
I  have  so  long  held  back  from  publishing  any  account  of  the  remarkable 
fact  I  had  observed  in  my  practice.  Apart  from  other  considerations,  I 
felt  that  publicly  to  describe  such  extraordinary  effects  to  so  simple  a 
remedy,  would  scarcely  be  credited  ;  and  not  without  reason  ;  for  it 
would  naturally  be  tried  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  although  I  will 
venture  to  say,  that  in  not  one  instance  in  twenty,  however  appropriate 
and  well  adapted  the  case  might  be,  would  it  succeed,  solely  from  igno- 
rance of  the  rules,  the  observance  of  which  is  essential  to  success.  These 
rules  more  especially  apply  to  the  discrimination  of  the  case — the  pre- 
paration of  the  ear — the  size  of  the  pellet  of  wool — the  degree  of  moisture 
— the  precise  spot  on  which  to  place  the  wool — under  what  circum- 
stances to  omit  it,  and  when  to  resume  it,  &z;c.  &ic.  In  the  absence  of 
such  knowledge,  circumstances  might  arise  by  which  not  only  the  patient, 
but  the  practitioner,  would  be  puzzled,  baulked,  and  might  possibly  do 
some  serious  injury.  An  instance  of  the  kind  has  lately  occurred.  A 
surgeon  brought  a  case  to  me  in  which  the  treatment  was  successful ; 
and  having  seen  me  produce  a  great  improvement  in  the  hearing,  he 
thought  he  should  be  able  to  succeed  also,  without  further  assistance. 
He  inserted  the  wool,  but  could  not  reach  the  necessary  spot ;  and  in 
endeavoring  to  withdraw  it  again,  some  injury  was  done,  which  com- 
pletely ruined  the  ear  for  future  treatment.  I  have  never  since  been 
able  to  get  the  remedy  to  act  in  this  case.  But  although  it  is  impossible 
in  words  to  convey  all  the  necessary  information,  it  will  at  all  times  af- 
ford me  great  pleasure  practically  to  illustrate  the  subject  before  any 
practitioner  who  will  favor  me  with  a  visit. 

As  I  have  already  shown,  the  cases  in  which  the  new  treatment  is  at 
present  found  applicable  are  those  in  which  there  is  partial  or  complete 
loss  of  the  membi-ana  tympani ;  such  cases  are  very  frequently  accom- 
panied by  otorrhoea ;  but  whether  this  symptom  be  present  or  not,  the 
remedy  may  be  found  successful.  Upon  the  subject  of  lesions  of  the 
membrane  I  therefore  offer  a  few  remaiks : — 

Perforation  of  the  membrane  of  the  tympanum  may  be  a  congenital 
malformation,  unattended  by  any  discharge,  deafness,  or  greater  tendency 
than  usual  to  disease  of  the  ear.    These  cases  are  generally  known  by 
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the  subjects  of  them  being  able  to  pass  air  through  the  meatus,  by  way 
of  the  Eustachian  tube  and  tympanum,  when  the  moutli  and  nose  ar-e 
stopped.  Many  persons  thus  situated  are  able  to  pass  the  smoke  of  to- 
bacco througli  the  ear  with  a  very  slif^ht  expiratory  effort. 

Of  the  morbid  causes  of  perforation,  accumulations  of  matter  in  the 
tympanal  cavity  from  acute  or  chronic  inflammatory  action  are  the  most 
frequent.  In  such  cases,  the  membrane  may  itself  be  involved  in  the 
inflammatory  disease  which  precedes  the  suppuration,  and  the  greater 
part  of  it  may  be  destroyed,  or  it  may  only  give  way  to  a  limited  extent, 
so  as  merely  to  permit  the  exit  of  matter.  In  the  one  case,  the  ossicula 
frequently  remain  in  situ ;  but  in  the  other,  they  are  commonly  de- 
tached and  expelled,  or  at  all  events  the  manubrium  mallei  is  removed 
from  its  natural  position  in  contact  with  the  membrana  tympani. 

Perforation  and  loss  of  membrane  may  also  occur  from  the  extension 
of  disease  of  the  meatus  to  the  tympanum.  In  such  cases,  the  disease 
of  the  meatus  in  the  form  of  chronic  otorrhcea  extends  itself  to  the 
cuticular  covering  of  the  membrane  of  the  tympanun),  and  the  fibrous 
and  mucous  laminas  of  the  membrane  are  gradually  eaten  through  by 
ulceration,  which  may  be  confined  to  one  particular  spot,  or  extend  to  the 
whole  of  its  surface. 

Loss  of  membrane  is  also  frequently  caused  by  ulceration  in  diseases 
confined  to  the  iriembrana  tympani  itself,  such  as  the  form  of  tympanitis. 
It  may  also  occur  from  blows  on  the  ear  and  from  loud  noises,  such  as 
the  report  of  artillery.  Writers  on  the  ear  have  generally  allowed  the 
latter  as  a  cause  of  perforation  without  question,  but  Kramer  stoutly  de- 
nies that  such  an  accident  can  ever  happen.  I  am  confident  that  Kra- 
mer is  wrong  in  this  respect,  his  opinion  being  adverse  to  that  of  those 
with  most  opportunities  of  judging — I  mean  military  and  naval  surgeons 
— besides  being  opposed  to  ordinary  reason.  Panes  of  glass  may  not 
only  be  loosened  and  driven  out  of  the  window  frame,  but  actually  bent 
and  broken  by  the  vibrations  caused  by  a  loud  report ;  and  to  me  there 
seems  no  difficulty  in  believing  that  powerful  sounds  would,  from  the  fa- 
cilities for  the  concentration  and  conduction  of  sound  possessed  by  the 
auricle  and  meatus,  strike  more  forcibly  upon  the  membrane  than  upon 
any  other  surface  whatever,  unless  one  were  specially  contrived  for  the 
purpose.  At  the  same  time,  I  must  remark  that  a  great  many  of  the 
cases  which  are  usually  set  down  both  by  professional  and  unprofes- 
sional persons  as  rupture  of  the  tympanum  from  loud  noises,  are  cases 
in  which  the  vibratory  shock  produces  instant  deafness  from  its  efl^ects 
on  tlie  brain  or  auditory  nerve ;  whereas  mere  rupture  of  the  tympanum 
would  produce  but  a  very  slight  amount  of  deafness  at  the  time  of  the 
accident.  Those  cases  in  which  rupture  and  loss  of  hearing  occur  simul- 
taneously are  of  a  more  complex  kind  ;  there  must  be  not  only  injury 
of  the  membrane,  but  serious  lesion  of  the  auditory  nerve.  These  cir- 
cumstances, which  are  probably  the  sources  of  Kramer's  errors,  I  may 
have  to  refer  to  again. 

Rupture  from  loud  noises  generally  occurs  from  sudden  reports  taking 
place  when  they  are  not  anticipated.    There  is  an  admirable  preserva- 
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lion  against  this  accident  in  the  power  we  have  of  voluntarily  rendering 
the  tympanum  tense,  through  ii)e  means  of  the  ossicula  and  their  muscles. 
Persons  may  thus  prepaie  for  loud  noises  by  strengthening  the  drum,  and 
diminishing  the  intensity  of  the  sound. 

There  is  also  the  involuntary  provision,  of  a  reflex  kind,  for  the 
safety  of  the  ear  when  exposed  to  loud  sounds — namely,  the  tension  of  the 
membrane  of  the  tympanum  by  the  small  muscles  of  the  ear,  in  a  man- 
ner analogous  to  the  closure  of  the  iris  by  a  bright  light ;  but,  as  in  the 
case  of  the  eye  an  intense  flash  of  light  produces  its  effects  at  once  up- 
on the  retina  before  there  is  time  for  the  reflex  closure  of  the  iris  ;  so 
in  the  case  of  the  ear  a  great  impulse  of  sound  may  both  paralyze  the 
auditory  nerve  and  rupture  the  membrana  tympani  before  there  is  time 
for  the  defence  of  both  by  the  reflex  tension  of  the  drum. 

When  the  drum  is  ruptured  by  accident,  there  is  always  some  amount 
of  bleeding  from  the  membrane ;  when  it  occurs  from  blows  on  the  ear, 
the  haemorrhage  is  often  so  considerable  as  to  escape  from  the  meatus,  or 
even  from  the  guttural  extremity  of  the  Eustachian  tube  ;  but  in  such 
cases  the  blood  is  probably  effused  from  other  parts  besides  the  membrane. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  the  membrane  is  partially  or  wholly  destroyed 
by  disease,  there  is,  as  long  as  the  drum  remains  open,  some  amount  of 
otorrhoea. 

With  regard  to  the  interesting  question  which  has  been  so  much  debated 
— Can  loss  of  the  membrane  be  repaired  ?  and  to  which  the  negative 
has  commonly  been  given,  one  important  distinction  must  be  made  as  a 
preliminary  to  its  consideration.  We  must  distinguish  between  those 
cases  in  which,  from  accidental  causes,  or  the  pressure  of  matter,  the 
membrane  has  been  merely  perforated  without  loss  of  substance,  and 
others  in  which,  from  ulceration,  the  greater  part  of  the  membrane  has 
been  entirely  destroyed. 

In  the  first  class  of  cases  1  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring  that  nothing 
is  more  common  than  for  the  membrana  tympani  to  cicatrize.  Num- 
bers of  persons  suffer  in  their  childhood  from  suppuration  in  the  tym- 
panal cavity  and  the  exit  of  matter  through  the  membrane,  in  which  in 
after  life  no  solution  of  continuity  whatever  can  be  discovered  by  the 
most  searching  examination,  but  in  which  there  are  evidences  of  cicatri- 
zation. In  the  accidental  forms  of  the  affection,  the  drum  frequently 
closes  up  perfectly  within  a  few  days  after  its  perforation.  Some  years 
ago  I  was  induced  to  perform  numerous  operations  upon  the  membrane 
when  in  a  thickened  and  semi-cartilaginous  state,  in  which  puncturation 
appeared  to  offer  the  only  means  of  procuring  relief  to  the  hearing. 
And  in  cases  where  1  thus  operated,  the  great  difficulty  was  to  keep 
the  membrane  open,  which,  in  point  of  fact,  was  insuperable.  I  have 
performed  the  operation  repeatedly  in  the  same  case,  in  which  relief  was 
aflTorded  after  each  operation  ;  but  after  awhile  the  wound  would  cicatrize 
in  spite  of  all  means  I  could  devise  to  prevent  it.  One  of  the  last  cases 
thus  operated  on  (for  I  have  long  discontinued  this  operation,  as  a  remedy, 
per  se,  not  to  be  depended  upon)  was  a  lady  brought  to  me  by  Dr. 
Richards,  of  Bedford  square,  in  which  decided  relief  was  afforded  to  the 
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patient  so  long  only  as  the  opening  could  be  maintained.  In  these 
cases  it  has  not  been  a  mere  obstruction  of  the  meatus  or  the  tynipanum, 
but  an  actual  cicatrization  of  the  membrane. 

It  was  thought  by  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  that  loss  of  the  membrana  tym- 
pani  was  of  little  consequence  to  the  hearing,  he  having  seen  many 
cases  with  loss  of  men)brane,  and  little  perceptible  deafness,  and  many 
of  his  patients  hearing  well  after  he  had  performed  perforation  of  the 
membrane  of  the  drum.  Other  writers  have  followed  this  eminent  sur- 
geon in  this  opinion,  while  others,  and  particularly  Kramer,  have  as  vio- 
lently opposed  it,  and  maintained  that  perforation  was  invariably  followed 
by  a  greater  or  less  amount  of  deafness,  according  to  the  extent  of  the 
loss  of  membrane.  Itard  held  the  same  opinion  as  Sir  Astley  Cooper. 
I  believe  a  modified  view  must  be  taken  of  the  question.  My  own  opi- 
nion is,  that  simple  loss  of  the  membrane  of  itself  never  entails  severe 
deafness  ;  but  yet,  when  taken  alone,  it  often  produces  a  marked  dimi- 
nution of  hearing  ;  and  sometimes,  in  consequence  of  the  exposure  of 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  tympanum  and  membrana  fenestrce,  these 
structures  become  diseased  to  an  extent  which,  together  with  the  loss  of 
membrane,  produce  extreme  deafness.  The  middle  ear  cannot  be  ex- 
posed to  the  air  for  any  length  of  time  without  such  a  result  being 
produced. 

There  is  some  difficulty  in  judging  of  the  influence  of  the  membrana 
tympani  on  the  hearing  ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  hearing  is  more 
acute  when  it  is  removed  altogether  than  when  it  is  thickened  and  dis- 
eased. Its  importance  has  often  been  calculated  from  the  amount  of 
hearing  regained,  when  the  membrane  has  been  punctured  under  the  lat- 
ter circumstances.  This  is  evidently  a  fallacious  estimate.  As  Kramer 
truly  remarks,  those  with  loss  of  membrane  may  obtain  sufficient  acute- 
ness  for  ordinary  conversational  purposes ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  equal 
to  the  appreciation  of  the  delicate  pulsations  of  sound  perceptible  by  the 
organ  in  a  state  of  integrity. 


MODERN  DOCTRINES  OF  PATHOLOGY  AND  ANIMAL  CHEMISTRY- 
TREATMENT  OF  TUBERCULAR  CONSUMPTION. 

BY  E.  J.  MARSH,  M.D.,  PATERSON,  N.  J, 

Tubercular  consumption  has  always  claimed  and  received  a  large 
share  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  profession  ;  the  wide  extent  of 
its  ravages,  the  insidious  nature  of  its  approach,  the  character  of  its  vic- 
tims, the  usual  fatality  of  its  attack,  and  the  confessed  inability  of  medi- 
cinal agents  even  to  stay  its  progress,  have  all  contributed  to  invest  this 
malady  with  a  high  degree  of  interest  both  for  the  profession  and  lay- 
public  ;  and  every  attempt  to  throw  light  upon  its  nature  and  treatment, 
has  been  received  with  kindness  and  attention. 

Some  recent  investigations  and  discoveries  of  European  pathologists 
and  chemists  appear  to  me  to  have  a  bearing  upon  this  subject,  and  1 
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have  thought  a  brief  statement  of  these  doctrines  and  facts,  with  inferences 
(h'awn  (ioiij  ihi'in.  may  not  be  without  interest  and  profit. 

Bennet.  aufi  oilier  morbid  anatomists,  have  stated  as  the  result  of  nu- 
merous dissections,  tliat  cicatrices  of  ulcers  of  the  lungs  were  found  more- 
frequently  in  the  bodies  of  spirit-drinkers  dying  of  other  diseases  than 
phthisis,*  than  in  persons  of  different  liabits.  These  cicatrices  were 
proofs  of  the  existence  of  former  cavities  which  had  become  liealed  up  ; 
and  they  were  met  with,  and  that  not  rarely,  for  the  most  part  in  per- 
sons who  had  been  spirit-drinkers,  proving  conclusively  that  ulcers  oi 
the  lungs  may  become  healed. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  blood  is  more  highly  arterialized,  and  abounds 
more  in  fibrine,  in  phthisis  pulmonalis  than  in  most  other  disorders  of  the 
economy  ;  and  this  condition  of  the  blood  continues  through  the  whole 
course  of  the  disease,  when  it  proceeds  to  a  fatal  termination.  Rokitan- 
sky,  one  of  the  most  profound  and  distinguished  of  the  German  pa- 
thologists, states  that  tuberculosis  depends  upon  a  fibrinous  crasis  of  the 
blood,  and  that  all  attempts  at  staying  the  progress  of  the  disease  will 
be  vain  and  futile,  unless  this  condition  of  the  blood  be  changed  ;  and 
that  if  this  crasis  of  the  blood  be  changed,  the  disease  will  be  checked, 
and  in  many  cases  the  ulcers  will  heal.  It  has  long  been  known  to 
practical  physicians,  that  certain  conditions  of  the  system  suspended  the 
progress  of  consumption,  as  pregnancy  ;  and  that  certain  diseases,  such 
as  chronic  bronchial  affections,  and  some  diseases  of  the  heart,  prevented 
or  stayed  the  pulmonary  affection.  The  cause  of  this  has  not  been 
well  understood,  and  has  received  diflJerent  explanations.  Rokitansky 
states  that  these  conditions  and  diseases  present  mechanical  obstacles  to 
the  transmission  of  the  blood  through  the  lungs,  and  prevent  its  arte- 
rialization,  keeping  it  in  a  venous  condition.  This  venosity  of  the  blood 
prevents  the  formation  of  that  fibrinous  crasis,  on  which  the  develop- 
ment and  deposit  of  tuberculous  matter  depends. 

Intermittent  fever  also  prevents  the  development  of  tuberculosis,  pro- 
bably by  some  action  on  the  blood,  as  this  poison  appears  to  exert  a  spe- 
cific efl?ect  on  the  liver  and  spleen,  organs  particularly  connected  with  the 
venous  circulation. 

To  prevent  or  cure  tuberculosis,  it  should  be  our  endeavor  to  change 
the  fibrinous  condition  of  the  vital  fluid  ;  and  causes  which  produce  and 
maintain  a  venosity  of  blood  will  effect  this. 

It  has  been  proved,  by  the  experiments  and  facts  of  Brodie,  Paris  and 
others,  that  alcoholic  drinks  taken  into  the  stomach,  pass,  undecomposed 
by  absorption,  or  endosmosis,  into  the  bloodvessels,  and  circulate  in  a  free 
state  witii  the  blood. 

Liebig,  our  highest  authority  in  animal  chemistry,  states  that  alcohol 
circulating  in  the  blood  unites  with  the  oxygen  in  that  fluid,  and  forms 
with  it  carbonic  acid,  keeping  it  in  a  venous  state,  and  preventing  that 
fibrinous  crasis  which  is  the  origin  of  tuberculosis  ;  carbonic  acid,  it  is 
well  known,  is  the  element  which  causes  the  venosity  of  the  blood. 
Such  are  the  results  of  the  investigations  of  difl^erent  and  independent 
laborers  in  the  vineyard  of  truth.    Bennet  finds  that  tubercular  cavities 
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are  found  more  frequently  healed  in  the  lungs  of  spirit-drinkers  than  of 
any  other  class  ;  Rokitansky  shows  that  an  altered  condition  of  the  blood 
is  necessary  for  the  cure  of  tuberculosis,  and  that  this  altered  condition 
is  a  state  of  venosity  ;  and  Liebig  teaches  that  the  alcohol  which  spirit- 
drinkers  take  into  the  stomach  passes  into  the  bloodvessels,  and  there 
uniting  with  oxygen  forms  carbonic  acid,  and  produces  a  venous  condi- 
tion of  that  fluid. 

Without  wishing  to  give  any  countenance  to  intemperance,  may  I  not 
ask  the  profession,  whether,  in  view  of  these  statements,  the  total  pro- 
hibition of  sprituous  drinks  to  all  persons,  especially  to  those  predisposed 
to  tubercles,  is  not  likely  to  be  attended  with  ill  effects  ? 

Whether  the  moderate  use  of  alcoholic  drinks  ought  not  to  be  recom- 
mended to  persons  disposed  to  consumption,  and  the  more  free  use  of 
them  be  recommended  to  persons  laboring  under  the  disease  ? 

Whether  consumption  of  the  lungs  be  not  more  prevalent  than  formerly, 
and  whether  the  disease  be  not  increasing  in  those  communities,  and 
among  those  pei-sons,  who  most  strictly  abstain  from  all  spirituous 
beverages  ? 

Whether  the  fibrinous  condition  of  the  blood  can  be  altered  by  any 
system  of  diet  ? — ISiew  Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 


ON  ETHERIZATION  IN  MIDWIFERY. 

BY  PROF.  LINDSLY,  WASHINGTON,  D.  C, 

Having  observed,  in  several  papers,  notices  of  the  report  which  I  pre- 
sented at  the  late  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  in  behalf 
of  the  Committee  on  Obstetrics,  that  are  erroneous  in  various  respects,  1 
beg  leave  through  your  valuable  Journal  to  offer  a  few  remarks  on 
etherization,  in  which  some  of  these  errors  will  be  corrected. 

It  has  always  been  very  remote  from  my  intention,  to  take  an  ultra  or 
partizan  stand  in  favor  of  etherization  in  midwifery.  I  believe,  in  the 
very  great  majority  of  cases,  no  interference  with  the  natural  progress 
of  labor  is  necessary  or  justifiable  ;  but  1  also  believe  that  there  are 
cases  where  it  is  proper  for  the  practitioner  to  resort  to  a  remedy, 
which  is  confessedly  efficient  in  relieving  pain,  and  which  I  have  no 
doubt  is,  with  due  caution,  enliiely  safe.  And  1  regret  to  see  physicians 
of  high  standing  in  the  community,  not  only  condemn  without  trial,  but 
take  the  lead  in  denouncing,  means,  of  which  they  are  experimentally 
ignorant,  thus  reversing  the  sound  advice  of  Hunter  to  Jenner — "  Do 
not  think,  but  try  " — for  these  gentlemen  say  by  their  actions,  "  we  will 
think  (and  condemn),  but  we  will  not  try." 

Those  who  object  to  tlie  trial  of  chloroform  in  midwifery  as  unsafe, 
seem  to  forget  that  it  is  possible  to  make  a  trial  of  it  without  producing 
the  full  anaesthetic  effect.  I  contend,  and  I  know  it  by  personal  obser- 
vation, that  an  effect  very  far  short  of  complete  anaesthesia  will  give  very 
great  relief,  by  allaying  pain,  and  especially  by  soothing  that  nervous  ex- 
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citability,  which  is  so  distressing  to  many  parturient  women.  The  inha- 
lation of  ten  or  twenty  drops  of  chloroform  will  often  accomplish  this, 
and  I  do  not  believe  a  patient  can  be  found  who  could  not  inhale  this 
quantity  with  perfect  safety,  especially  if  the  handkerchief  or  sponge  be 
occasionally  removed  (for  a  moment)  from  the  mouth  or  nostrils,  so 
that  atmospheric  air  alone  may  be  inspired.  There  can  be  no  doubt 
that  chloroform,  like  all  other  narcotics,  can  be  given  in  doses  that  are 
unquestionably  safe,  and  that  these  smaller  doses  may  be  of  great  benefit, 
without  giving  entire  relief,  just  as  opium  or  any  other  anodyne  may 
soothe  pain,  without  wholly  removing  it.  Complete  insensibility  cannot 
be  produced  by  opium,  without  giving  it  in  dangerous  quantities  *,  and 
yet  no  one  pretends  for  a  moment  that  this  is  any  reason  why  it  should 
not  be  employed  in  quantities  that  are  safe,  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
partial  relief.  If  we  should  admit,  therefore,  for  the  sake  of  argument, 
that  chloroform  cannot  be  safely  given  so  as  to  produce  complete  anaes- 
thesia, there  still  remains  the  same  reason  for  prescribing  it,  as  leads  us 
to  the  use  of  other  narcotics,  viz.,  that  it  can  be  given  with  perfect 
safety,  so  as  to  relieve  pain,  without  causing  insensibility.  Its  safety 
(given  in  this  way)  and  efficiency  being  admitted,  it  unquestionably  pos- 
sesses three  most  important  advantages  over  opium:  it  produces  its  ef- 
fect almost  instantaneously  ;  it  does  not  retard,  but  rather  hastens,  the 
progress  of  the  labor ;  and  it  causes  no  ulterior  bad  results. 

The  important  practical  doctrine  which  I  wish  to  inculcate  is  this : 
that  sufficient  evidence  has  now  been  adduced  in  favor  of  etherization 
in  midwifery  practice — it  having  been  employed  in  probably  two  thou- 
sand cases  without  a  single  fatal  result — to  render  it  the  duty  of  the 
profession  to  give  it  further  trial,  to  experiment  with  it,  cautiously  and 
judiciously,  in  order  to  see  if  we  cannot  finally  arrive  at  general  laws  and 
principles,  which  will  enable  us  to  administer  it  without  danger  or  appre- 
hension.— Medical  Examiner, 


EXTIRPATION  OF  A  DISEASED  OVARY. 

BY  DANIEL  MEEKER,  M.D.,  PROFESSOR  OF  ANATOMY  IN  THE  INDIANA  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mrs.  Snodgrass,  aged  32,  about  two  years  ago  observed  a  tumor 
forming  immediately  over  the  symphysis  pubis.  As  it  gradually  en- 
larged, it  moved  from  side  to  side,  according  to  position.  Her  general 
health  soon  became  impaired,  which  led  her  to  consult  several  physicians 
as  to  the  nature  of  her  disease.  The  enlargement  of  her  abdomen  in- 
creasing rapidly,  she  was  compelled  to  resort  to  paracentesis  abdominis 
for  relief,  which,  however,  was  only  palliative.  She  then  moved  from 
the  interior  of  the  State  to  this  County,  for  the  purpose  of  being  treated 
by  a  Uroscopian  of  some  notoriety.  She  was  under  his  care  for  about 
six  months,  without  being  materially  benefited,  except  what  resulted 
from  the  occasional  operation  of  tapping.    This  gave  her  some  tempo- 
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rary  relief,  but  the  fluid  accumulated  more  rapidly  after  each  successive 
tapping,  until  the  abdomen  became  enormously  enlarged.  The  last  at- 
tempt to  draw  off  the  water  having  failed,  she  was  given  up  by  her  for- 
mer attendant  and  friends.  1  was  then  called  to  see  her  ;  and,  upon 
examination,  I  found  the  abdomen  enlarged  to  twice  or  thrice  the  size 
of  a  female  at  the  full  period  of  utero-gestation.  The  parietes  were  much 
thinner,  so  that  1  could  distinctly  trace  several  different  cysts,  with  a  deep 
sulcus  between  them,  and  by  percussion  upon  the  sides  of  the  abdomen 
I  could  distinguish  dropsical  fluid  in  the  peritoneal  cavity  behind  the  tu- 
mor. Upon  examination  per  vaginam,  I  found  a  hernial  tumor  pre- 
senting in  the  right  labium.  The  patient  was  much  emaciated,  suffer- 
ing the  most  excruciating  pains  in  the  abdomen  from  pressure,  and  la- 
bored under  hectic  fever  and  night  sweats.  After  giving  the  patient 
my  opinion  as  to  the  nature  and  pathology  of  her  disease,  and  the 
probable  results  of  the  case  under  any  plan  of  treatment,  at  that  late 
period,  informing  her  at  the  same  time  that  her  only  chance  was  an  ope- 
ration for  the  removal  of  the  diseased  ovary  by  the  knife,  with  a  bare 
possibility,  and  not  a  probability,  of  her  recovery  after  the  operation,  she 
replied  that  she  had  made  up  her  mind  to  die,  and  only  wished  me  to 
give  her  something  to  allay  the  pangs  of  death.  I  accordingly  prescribed 
morphine  to  procure  rest  and  allay  pain,  and  left  the  case. 

After  ten  or  twelve  days  had  elapsed,  I  was  again  requested  to  visit 
the  patient ;  and  on  arriving,  she  informed  me  that  she  wished  the  opera- 
tion performed,  for  her  sufferings  were  so  great  that  she  could  no  longer 
endure  them.  Accordingly  the  operation  was  performed,  in  the  presence 
of  a  number  of  physicians  and  medical  students.  The  night  previous 
to  the  operation,  the  bowels  had  been  moved  by  a  gentle  laxative.  At 
6  o'clock  the  following  morning,  half  a  grain  of  morphine  was  given, 
and  repeated  at  10  o'clock.  At  half  past  10,  under  the  influence  of 
the  anodyne,  the  necessary  dressings  were  prepared,  and  at  fifteen  mi- 
nutes past  11  o'clock  she  was  placed  upon  the  operating  table  upon  her 
back,  with  her  shoulders  elevated,  and  the  dimensions  of  the  tumor 
taken  over  the  abdomen,  as  follows  :  from  ensiform  cartilage  to  os  pubis, 
twenty-five  inches  circumference ;  over  ilium  and  umbilicus,  forty-four 
inches. 

The  operation  was  then  commenced  by  making  an  incision,  com- 
mencing just  below  the  ensiform  cartilage,  along  the  linea  alba  to  the 
left  side  of  umbilicus  to  the  pubis,  which  measured  twenty-one  inches. 
After  the  integuments  were  divided,  the  incision  deepened  at  its  upper 
part,  and  the  peritoneum  divided,  the  finger  was  introduced  into  the 
cavity  of  abdomen,  a  probe-pointed  bistoury  carried  forward  of  the 
finger,  and  the  incision  extended  down  to  the  pubis.  The  adhesions 
between  the  tumor  and  the  abdominal  parietes  were  quite  extensive,  yet 
readily  broken  up  by  the  hand  without  dissection.  The  tumor  now  gra- 
dually protruded,  until  we  came  in  contact  with  other  adhesions  between 
the  omentum,  small  intestines,  and  tumor,  which  were  readily  separated, 
enabling  the  assistants  to  raise  it  gradually  up,  so  that  the  pedicle  could 
be  discovered,  which  was  found  attached  to  the  right  ovary,  about  two 
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inches  and  a  half  broad  and  two  in  length.  I  then  passed  a  needle 
through  the  pedicle,  armed  with  a  double  ligature,  and  having  tied  it  each 
way,  divided  the  pedicle  near  the  tumor  and  removed  it.  Some  con- 
siderable escape  of  dropsical  fluid  took  place  during  the  operation  ;  the 
remaining  portion,  with  what  little  blood  had  escaped  into  the  cavity 
of  the  abdomen,  was  sponged  from  the  lower  part  of  the  wound,  and 
it  was  brought  together  by  the  interrupted  suture  and  adhesive  straps,  a 
broad  roller  applied  around  the  abdomen,  and  the  patient  put  in  bed. 
The  whole  time  spent  in  the  operation  was  about  forty-five  minutes. 
The  pulse  at  this  time  was  103  beats  per  minute,  and  weak.  She  ex- 
periencing some  faintness,  wine  and  water  were  directed  from  time  to 
time.    Slie  however  sank,  and  died  six  hours  after  the  operation. 

LTpon  post-mortem  examination,  I  found  that  the  ligature  had  slipped 
from  one  half  of  the  pedicle,  and  the  caviiy  of  the  abdomen  was 
filled  with  a  quantity  of  fluid  blood,  exhaustion  from  hemorrhage  being 
the  immediate  cause  of  death.  The  tumor  weighed  forty  lbs.  eight  oz. 
Upon  examination  of  its  contents,  we  found  it  to  be  composed  of  seve- 
ral large  cysts,  with  their  sacs  rather  thin,  containing  quite  a  quantity 
of  fluids  of  various  colors — iireen,  dark  and  straw  color  ;  others  of  a 
curdy  matter,  somewhat  resembling  pus.  The  small  cysts  appeared  more 
firm,  seeming  to  contain  pure  albumen,  as  if  coagulated  by  heat  and 
acids.  These  small  cysts  were  located  at  or  near  the  root  of  the  tumor, 
and  seemed  to  be  Graafian  vesicles,  as  they  existed  from  their  natural 
size  in  all  stages  of  development,  up  to  a  size  sufficiently  large  to  con- 
lain  within  their  cavity  a  gallon  or  more  of  fluid.  May  we  not,  then, 
infer,  that  the  true  pathology  of  ovarian  tumors  or  dropsies  is  an  un- 
natural "or  hypertrophied  development  of  the  Graafian  vesicles,  thrown 
off  one  after  another,  until  they  produce  the  cyst  which  becomes  more 
or  less  enlarged  and  filled  with  the  different  kinds  of  fluid  found  to  exist 
in  such  cases. 

Remarks. — The  immediate  cause  of  failure  in  this  operation  was 
from  the  slipping  of  the  ligature  from  one  side  of  the  pedicle.  The 
course  pursued  in  this  case  in  ligating  the  pedicle,  was  in  accordance 
with  the  plan  recommended  by  surgeons  who  had  operated  for  the  re- 
moval of  such  tumors.  It  would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  better  and  safer 
plan  to  apply  a  ligature  at  once  around  the  whole  pedicle,  cut  it  off,  then 
take  up  and  tie  the  arteries,  and  remove  the  first  ligature  from  around 
the  pedicle.  This  method  would  effectually  secure  the  arteries,  and 
at  the  same  time  lessen  the  tendency  to  subsequent  inflammation  and 
sloughing  of  the  pedicle,  which  must  necessarily  occur  if  the  whole  or 
a  part  is  included  in  the  ligature. 

Much  has  been  said  by  surgeons  of  the  present  day,  and  a  variety  of 
opinions  advanced,  regarding  the  propriety  of  removing  ovarian  tumors 
by  an  operation.  Notwithstanding  the  diversity  of  opinions,  1  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  that  we  are  justified  in  performing  it  under  many 
circumstances  ;  acknowledging,  at  the  same  time,  that  it  may  be  justly 
considered  as  one  of  the  most  formidable  operations  in  surgery.  Yet 
from  the  statements  furnished  from  cases  already  operated  upon,  we 
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must  candidly  confess  that  it  promises  as  much  success  as  many  of  the 
great  operations  in  surgery  that  we  are  compelled  to  perform  for  the  re- 
lief of  suffering  humanity.  In  cases  where  the  disease  is  of  long  stand- 
ing, and  the  tumor  large,  we  may  expect  to  find  adhesions  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent,  which  will  in  a  measure  retard  the  operation  and  endanger 
the  life  of  the  patient.  This  is  ari  argument  in  favor  of  the  operation 
being  performed  as  early  as  practicable,  rendering  the  chance  of  recovery 
much  greater.  In  all  cases  where  the  tumor  is  large,  and  has  been  of 
long  standing,  we  should  make  our  incision  large,  so  as  to  enable  us  to 
come  readily  to  the  adhesions ;  for  in  my  opinion  we  should  entertain 
no  more  fears  from  a  large  than  a  small  incision  into  the  cavity  of  the 
abdomen  in  this  operation.  If  the  small  incision  is  practised,  its  extent 
would  be  three  or  four  inches,  which  would  not  lessen  the  tendency  to 
subsequent  inflammation. 

Laporie,  Indiana,  August  \2th,  1848. 


MEMOIK  OF  THE  LATE  DR.  OLIVER  PARTRIDGE,  OF  STOCKBRIDGE. 

BY  STEPHEN   W.  WILLIAMS,  M.D. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Dr.  Partridge  died  at  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  on  the  24th  of  July,  1848. 
He  was  born  at  Hatfield,  on  the  i5th  of  April,  1751,  Old  Style,  which 
would  make  his  birth  day  on  the  26th  of  April  in  the  present  Style. 
Consequently  he  lacked  two  days  of  being  three  months  over  97  years 
of  age.  His  father.  Col.  Oliver  Partridge,  was  a  most  distinguished 
man  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  holding  the  offices  of  Judge,  High 
Sheriff,  Colonel,  &ic.,  during  a  most  critical  and  trying  period  of  our  na- 
tion's history,  when  savage  and  French  incursions  called  forth  all  the 
energy,  the  bravery,  and  the  military  and  civil  talents  of  our  country. 
Col.  Partridge  was  one  of  the  most  efficient  men  of  the  times,  and  did 
much  by  his  energy,  his  skill  and  his  judgment,  towards  putting  an  end 
to  these  wars  and  sanguinary  encroachments.  He  married  a  daughter 
of  the  Rev.  VViHiam  Williams,  of  Weston,  and  by  her  he  had  eleven 
children,  one  of  whom  was  the  subject  of  this  notice. 

Under  the  direction  of  such  a  father,  and  the  best  instructers.  Dr. 
Partridge  received  as  good  an  education  as  could  be  obtained  at  that 
time  out  of  our  colleges.  At  the  age  of  20,  in  1771,  he  removed  from 
Hatfield  to  Stockbridge,  where  the  celebrated  Dr.  Erastus  Sergeant  then 
resided,  who  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  physicians  in  western 
Massachusetts.  The  town  of  Stockbridge  had  been,  at  that  time,  but 
recently  settled.  Some  of  the  Hoosatunnuk  Indians,  who  had  been  in- 
structed in  religion  and  literature  by  the  Rev.  John  Sergeant,  the  mission- 
ary to  those  Indians,  and  the  father  of  Dr.  Erastus,  still  resided  there. 
Dr.  Sergeant,  I  believe,  was  the  first  male  white  child  ever  born  in 
Stockbridge.  Before  Dr.  Partridge's  removal  to  Stockbridge,  Dr.  S, 
had  married  his  sister,  which  probably  induced  him  to  take  up  his  abode 
there.    He  began  to  reside  in  the  house  of  Dr.  Sergeant  in  the  year 
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1771,  and  in  that  house  he  died,  a  bachelor,  in  1848,  having  lived  there 
uninterruptedly  for  a  period  of  seventy-seven  years.  He  prepared  him- 
self for  the  study  of  medicine,  probably,  with  the  Rev.  Dr.  Stephen 
West,  of  that  place,  a  relative,  who  v^as  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
divines  in  that  section  of  the  country  at  the  time.  Two  years,  then 
the  customary  period  of  medical  pupilage,  were  spent  by  him  in  the 
study  of  the  profession  of  medicine,  with  Dr.  Sergeant,  when  he  com- 
menced practice  at  Stockbridge,  either  alone,  or  in  conection  with  his 
preceptor,  1  am  not  certain  which. 

Dr.  Sergeant's  reputation  was  extensively  known  in  the  county  of 
Berkshire,  and  in  the  surrounding  country,  and  his  calls  abroad  were 
frequent,  which  gave  Dr.  Partridge  a  good  introduction  to  business  ;  and 
his  success  and  industry  in  his  practice  shortly  procured  him  an  exten- 
sive and  lucrative  employment,  by  which  he  soon  obtained  an  ample  in- 
dependence as  to  property,  which  he  retained  during  life.  He  was  fond 
of  investigation  and  study,  and  the  rich  medical  library  of  his  brother- 
in-law  afforded  him  the  means  of  keeping  pace  with  the  great  and  im- 
portant improvements  in  our  profession.  This  is  the  only  true  way  by 
which  professional  eminence,  or  even  usefulness,  can  be  attained,  notwith- 
standing the  ridicule  which  is  attempted  to  be  cast  upon  what  is  sneer- 
ingly  called  the  "  book-worm,"  by  the  idle  drones  of  the  profession, 
who,  too  lazy  to  avail  themselves  of  the  experience  of  the  masters  of  our 
profession  through  the  medium  of  books,  substitute  their  own  limited, 
and,  of  course,  generally  incorrect  experience,  for  theirs.  1  have  often 
heard  my  father,  who  studied  his  profession  in  the  same  office  with  Dr. 
Partridge,  speak  of  his  great  fondness  for  books,  and  the  love  of  them 
continued  unabated  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

But  his  love  of  books  did  not  prevent  him  from  closely  scrutinizing 
the  phenomena  of  disease  at  the  bed-side  of  his  patient.  Thus  he  was 
not  only  enabled  to  avail  himself  of  the  facts  and  symptoms  of  each 
case,  but  to  compare  them  with  the  experience  of  the  fathers  of  the 
profession.  Thus  does  every  learned  and  skilful  physician  do,  and  hence 
the  great  importance  of  a  thorough  acquaintance  with  medical  authori- 
ties. The  great  and  important  science  of  auscultation,  or  the  investiga- 
tion of  diseases  by  the  ear,  or  by  the  stethoscope,  had  not  come  into 
vogue  till  after  he  was  afflicted  with  an  imperfection  in  the  organs  of 
hearing,  which  came  on  at  an  advanced  age,  and  which  prevented  him 
from  availing  himself  of  the  benefits  of  that  useful  science,  or  he  would 
doubtless  have  resorted  to  it  in  the  investigation  of  disease.  All  his 
other  examinations,  however,  were  critical  and  extensive.  He  was  a 
very  close  observer  of  nature,  and  in  the  vegetable  kingdom,  in  particu- 
lar, but  few  medicinal  articles  escaped  his  notice.  We  have  evidence 
of  the  closeness  of  his  scrutiny  of  the  medicinal  properties  of  the  cow- 
parsnip,  in  his  controversy  with  the  celebrated  Dr.  Thacher,  of  Ply- 
mouth, published  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  some  years 
ago,  when  they  were  both  over  80  years  of  age,  and  in  his  elaborate 
communication  upon  the  viola  pedata,  or  bird's  foot  violet,  also  published 
in  this  Journal. 
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If  there  was  any  branch  of  his  profession  to  which  he  was  more 
particLilaily  attached  than  to  oiliei^.  it  was  the  diseases  of  women  and 
children.  This  is  somewhat  to  be  wondered  at,  considering  that  he  al- 
ways chose  to  remain  in  a  state  of  •*  single  blessedness."  No  one  exa- 
mined more  carefully,  or  was  more  lamiliarly  versed  with  the  peculiar 
and  intricate  diseases  of  women.  He  continued  to  practise  in  these 
cases,  and  was  consulted  in  them,  I  believe,  to  the  last  yeai^  of  his 
life.  He  consulted  me  by  letter  upon  an  interesting  case  of  female 
disease,  after  he  was  95  yeai^s  of  a^e.  He  was  extremely  fond  of  child- 
ren, and  they,  also,  were  attached  to  him.  He  had  a  peculiar  and  happy 
method  of  soothing  them  when  apparently  afflicted,  and  of  endearing 
himself  to  them  by  his  kind  attentions.  Many  of  his  ancient  as  well 
as  modern  friends  will  ever  remember  these  traits  of  his  character,  which 
endeared  liim  to  them  with  atiection  and  gratitude. 

His  counsel  and  advice  were  soui^ht  with  alacrity  in  cases  of  ditiiculty 
and  danger,  by  most  of  his  professional  brethren  in  his  vicinity,  and  his 
opinions  were  always  received  with  great  deference  and  respect.  He 
was  ever  honorable  in  his  profession,  and  always  treated  his  professional 
brethren  with  the  respect  which  they  deserved.  He  never  dealt  in 
secret  medicines,  but  despised  the  venders  of  such  as  contemptible  char- 
latans, whether  they  pretended  to  be  regularly  bred  to  the  profession  or 
not.  If  he  had  any  fault  in  relation  to  the  practice  of  his  profession,  it 
might  have  been  his  too  implicit  belief  of  the  specific  action  of  certain 
medicines  upon  particular  diseases. 

His  standing  was  honorable  in  the  piX)fession.  He  united  himself 
with  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society  in  17S5,  and  continued  as  an 
ordinary  member  till  1S03,  when  he  retired  from  the  Society  as  an  ac- 
tive member,  and  became  what  is  called  a  retired  member,  according  to 
tlie  regulations  of  that  S(.>ciety,  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life  many  of  his  medical  writings  were  published, 
principally  in  tlie  Boston  3Ieiiical  and  Surgical  Journal.  In  1S3T, 
through  me,  he  published  an  interesting  letter  in  Dr.  O.  W.  Holmes's 
most  valuable  prize  dissenation  upon  intermittent  fever  in  New  England, 
showing  that  that  complaint  sometimes  originates  on  the  banks  of  Con- 
necticut river  above  Northampton.  It  contains  many  interesting  lact<. 
and  occupies  four  pages  and  a  half  of  Dr.  H.'s  dissertation.  I  do 
not  recollect  the  order  of  time  in  which  he  published  in  the  Journal, 
also  through  me,  his  remarks  upon  the  cow -pai-snip.  in  which  he  en- 
deavored to  show  that  that  article  w  as  not  the  Heracleum  lanatum  of  Drs. 
Orne  and  Thacher.  but  a  Smyrneum.  This  drew  forth  a  reply  from  Dr. 
Thacher,  which  was  followed  by  a  rejoinder  from  Dr.  Partridge.  He 
also  published  a  long  and  interesting  paper  upon  the  Viola  pedata,  or 
bird's-f^x^t  violet,  or  parsley  violet.  Soon  after,  a  paper  in  which  he  says  he 
has  discovered  a  certain  lemedy  in  w  hat  he  calls  brc-etling  sickness,  and 
vomiting  in  pregnant  women.  Some  of  his  other  papei-s  have  probably 
escaped  my  recollection.  I  believe  he  published  some  papers  in  the 
religious  periodicals,  and  newspapei^  of  the  dav. 

In  pei-son.  Dr.  Partridge  was  about  the  mediimi  height,  and  after  I  be- 
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came  acquainted  with  him,  about  the  year  1811,  he  was  exceedingly- 
thin  and  spare  in  flesh.  The  last  time  I  saw  him,  about  eighteen  years 
ago,  he  looked  like  a  moving  skeleton.  I  believe  he  gained  no  flesh 
from  that  lime  to  his  death.  His  costume  was  of  the  ancient  regime, 
generally  a  low-crowned,  broad-brin)med  drab  hat,  a  Quaker  coat  and 
small  clothes,  at  least  such  was  his  dress  when  I  saw  him  last,  and  such 
it  had  been  for  years.  In  manners  he  was  urbane,  sociable,  polite,  and 
unusually  inquisitive,  but  always  giving  more  information  than  he  him- 
self received.  He  was  liberal  without  ostentation,  and  he  did  much  for 
charitable  and  religious  purposes.  He  was  beloved  by  his  fellow  towns- 
men and  by  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  memory  will  always  be  dear  to 
them.  As  a  christian,  he  was  sincere,  pious  and  conscientious.  He  was 
devotedly  attached  to  the  orthodox  sentiments  held  by  most  of  the 
churches  in  Berkshire  county,  and  in  many  other  parts  of  our  country. 
I  believe  he  early  joined  that  church,  and  was  always  a  constant  attend- 
ant of  it,  and  of  its  ordinances,  as  long  as  his  health  would  admit. 

During  a  long  life  he  was  rarely  afflicted  with  disease,  except  towards 
the  close  of  it.  His  sight  and  hearing  became  gradually  impaired,  at- 
tended with  a  paralytic  afl^ection  of  the  limbs  during  his  few  last  years. 
The  paralysis  of  his  hands  was  evident  in  his  writing,  which  it  was  more 
difficult  to  decypher  the  older  he  grew.  I  have  numerous  letters  from 
him  since  1837.  The  last,  containing  many  sheets,  was  written  in  May, 
1846.  It  shows  great  paralysis;  still  it  is  legible,  and  his  rnind  was 
perfectly  bright.  These  letters  contain  a  fund  of  medical  and  other  facts. 
In  consequence  of  the  palsy  of  his  limbs,  he  had  many  falls,  some  of 
which  were  so  severe  as  to  confine  him  to  his  bed  for  weeks,  and 
even  months,  and  from  the  efliects  of  which  he  never  entirely  recovered. 

About  the  latter  part  of  April  last,  he  was  attacked  with  neuralgic 
complaints,  which  kept  constantly  moving  from  one  part  of  the  body  to 
another,  though  there  was  no  part  entirely  exempt  from  pain.  He  was 
at  length  relieved  from  these  pains,  by  some  of  his  own  prescriptions,  but 
he  was  left  with  extreme  debility  and  great  loss  of  appetite.  A  short 
time  before  he  died.  Major  Sewell  Sergeant,  his  nephew,  who  gave  me 
an  account  of  his  last  sickness,  helped  him  up  from  his  bed.  The  doctor 
observed  to  him,  "  I  really  think  I  feel  better."  He  sung  a  psalm  tune 
while  sitting  in  his  chair.  At  night  he  was  hoarse,  and  seemed  stuffed 
with  phlegm,  which  continued,  with  difficulty  of  expectoration,  and  of 
taking  food,  for  two  days,  while  he  took  nothing  but  wine  and  water  ; 
still  he  was  sensible  to  his  wants,  and  even  manifested  his  desire,  when 
necessary,  to  be  got  on  to  his  stool.  For  several  days  his  difficulty  of 
raising  continued,  and  his  breathing  was  very  laborious.  He  continued 
in  this  state  a  short  time,  till  Monday,  the  24th  of  July,  1848,  without 
being  able  to  hear  or  speak.  "  About  4  o'clock,  on  Monday,  he  put  his 
feet  off  the  bed  and  manifested  a  desire  to  get  on  to  his  stool.  After 
sitting  (here  about  five  minutes,  we  got  him  to  bed  again,  and  he  appear- 
ed to  be  exhausted,  but  after  taking  a  little  wine  and  water  he  revived 
and  breathed  easy,  but  in  thirty  minutes  after  he  was  got  to  bed,  he  ex- 
pired, without  a  struggle  or  a  groan.    It  is  remarkable  how  his  mind  held 
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out  to  the  last.  Only  four  weeks  before  his  death  his  deposition  was 
taken  by  one  of  our  lawyers,  and  his  aiemory  was  so  accurate  that  he 
would  not  sign  it  until  it  was  altered  to  conform  exactly  to  what  he  had 
told  the  party  sonae  months  previous  ;  so  that  it  can  hardly  be  said  that 
he  outlived  his  usefulness."  This  accords  with  what  Miss  Sedgwick 
said  of  him,  about  three  years  ago,  in  one  of  her  tales  and  sketches. 

He  yet  survives,  in  his  94th  year,  with  a  memory  so  stored  and  accu- 
rate that  he  still  corrects  traditionary  errors  and  setdes  uncertain  land- 
marks." 

Dr.  Partridge  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  seventy-four 
years  ;  Dr.  Holyoke,  of  Salem,  eighty  years.    Both  are  rare  examples. 
Deerfield,  Mass.,  Aug.  28th,  1848. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    SEPTEMBER   6,  1848 


Deaths  of  Medical  Officers  of  the  Navy. — One  of  the  corps  remarked, 
the  other  day,  that  death  had  taken  off  a  large  number  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  United  States  Navy,  wiihin  a  year.  Certainly,  there  oc- 
curs to  us  the  names  of  several  such,  who  were  prominent  in  the  service 
for  their  high  professional  standing,  and  their  qualifications  for  sustaining 
the  reputation  of  American  surgery  on  the  ocean,  or,  indeed,  wherever  the 
interests  of  commerce,  or  the  commands  of  the  department,  oblige  our 
vessels  of  war  to  go.  Death  is  said  to  love  a  shining  mark — a  truth  veri- 
fied, in  a  striking  manner,  the  past  week,  by  the  death  of  Dr.  John  Vaughn 
Smith,  a  naval  surgeon,  whose  character  as  a  gentleman  of  refined  de- 
portment, urbanity  and  integrity,  improved  by  intercourse  with  polished 
society  in  various  parts  of  the  civilized  world  which  he  had  visited,  ren- 
ders his  loss  to  the  Government,  to  his  family,  and  to  all  who  had  the 
happiness  of  his  acquaintance,  an  event  of  no  ordinary  occurrence.  Dr. 
Smith  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  it  is  believed  that  his  medical 
education  was  acquired  at  Philadelphia.  Having  been  about  twenty 
years  in  commission,  he  had  seen  much  foreign  service,  and  was  fully 
competent  to  all  requirements,  in  any  position  in  which  he  might  be  placed. 
For  a  considerable  time  he  had  the  control  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Hospital 
at  Port  Mahon,  and  latterly,  since  returning  from  sea,  has  been  attached 
to  the  Navy  Yard  at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  an  arrangement  exceedingly 
gratifying,  from  the  circumstance  that  his  father-in-law,  Commodore  Parker, 
was  there  in  command.  With  bright  visions  for  the  future,  surrounded 
by  friends  to  whom  he  was  endeared,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  those  do- 
mestic relations  on  which  earthly  happiness  so  much  depends,  he  has  been 
cut  down  in  the  midst  of  his  usefulness,  and  in  the  mid-day  of  life.  Dr. 
Smith  was  suffering,  at  times  severely,  for  nearly  three  months  before 
his  death.  A  post-mortem  disclosed  the  existence  of  a  large  abscess  on  the 
liver,  which  was  pressed  upward  into  the  thorax,  producing  a  disease  of 
the  lung. 
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While  deploring  the  early  death  of  Dr.  Smith,  and  many  others  who 
have  honorably  sustained  their  commissions,  we  sympathize  deeply  with 
his  bereaved  widow.  May  his  infant  son,  unconscious  of  the  affliction 
that  has  overtaken  him,  live  to  imitate  the  virtues  of  a  devoted  father,  and 
profit  by  his  example  of  a  spotless  life. 


Economy  of  Professional  Life. — If  anything  in  the  practice  of  medicine 
needs  to  be  graven  on  the  memory,  it  is  the  importance  of  the  economy 
of  time.  We  are  a  long  white  in  preparing  for  the  active  responsibilities 
characteristic  of  professional  life  ;  certainly  one  quarter  of  our  days  are 
necessarily,  in  the  present  organization  of  society,  passed  in  acquiring  the 
elements  of  that  kind  of  knowledge  which  gives  facility  and  skill  in  the 
management  of  disease.  It  is  essential,  then,  under  this  aspect  of  one's 
temporal  afTairs,  to  economize  life.  How  true  it  is,  that  happiness  results 
from  industry,  while  idleness  invariably  drags  miseries  in  its  train,  which 
ultimately  overpower  all  the  moral  and  physical  energies  of  our  nature. 
On  no  class  of  men  can  the  value  of  husbanding  time  be  more  appro- 
priately enjoined,  than  physicians.  All  that  the  members  of  this  wide- 
spread family  of  professional  men  have  accomplished  in  literature,  in  the 
arts,  in  science,  has  been  through  a  most  scrupulous  economy  of  that  im- 
portant trust  confided  to  us  all,  time. 

At  the  late  commencement  of  the  Castleton  Medical  College,  the  Ver- 
mont Medical  Society  commissioned  a  delegate,  John  Locke  Chandler, 
M.D.,  a  man  of  all  others  qualified  to  enforce  a  sentiment  which  has  in- 
fluenced himself  in  the  attainment  of  reputation  and  position  in  the  world, 
\\T..,  economy  of  professional  life.  This  was  the  text  of  a  discourse  deli- 
vered by  him  before  the  institution,  and  an  exceedingly  judicious  perform- 
ance it  was.  The  faculty  of  the  College,  to  their  credit,  have  published 
the  address,  and  thus  others  are  to  be  benefited  by  the  same  words  of  wis- 
dom so  highly  appreciated  at  Castleton.  "  Beware,"  says  this  sage  coun- 
sellor, "  lest  repose  should  end  in  indolence,  and  refreshment  in  dissipation. 
A  habit  of  study  is  indispensable  to  your  future  usefulness,  and  to  your 
just  eminence  in  your  profession.  Desultory  and  miscellaneous  reading 
will  seldom  result  in  solid  attainment;  yet  I  would  not  hypermedicate  the 
mind  by  a  limitation  so  technical,  as  to  make  disease  the  co-ordinate  and 
medication  the  end  of  creation.  I  doubt  the  benefits  of  such  a  consumma- 
tion. Let  medicine  be  your  appropriate  sphere ;  not  the  grand  prison 
which  is  to  immure  the  man  forever,  and  petrify  his  affections,  and  break 
down  his  spirit  within  its  stony  walls.  In  the  higher  sphere  to  which  we 
all  aspire,  I  doubt  whether  ulcers  are  to  be  dressed,  or  fevers  medicated,  or 
pains  assuaged.  If  we  thought  otherwise,  the  elaboration  of  ourselves, 
body  and  spirit,  to  a  medicinal  quintescence,  might  be  a  meritorious 
service." 

There  are  abounding  flashes  of  originality  interspersed  through  the  fif- 
teen pages  of  the  address,  savoring  not  only  of  Attic  salt,  but  sound  discre- 
tion, in  pleasing  combination. 


Wilson's  Human  Anatov.y. — Those  who  have  given  their  attention  to 
the  profound  study  of  anatomy,  are  acquainted  with  the  value  of  the  sys- 
tem of  general  and  special  anatomy  by  Erasmus  Wilson,  M.D.  From  its 
first  appearance  to  the  present  moment,  it  has  received  the  undivided  favor 
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of  students  and  instructers.  With  the  multiplication  of  schools  of  nnedi- 
cine  in  the  United  Slates,  it  is  to  be  supposed,  that  a  treatise  possessing 
such  high  claims  to  patronage  would  be  in  constant  demand,  which  the 
publicatio;)  of  a  fourth  American  edition  conclusively  proves  to  be  the  fact. 
It  would  be  a  waste  of  words  to  allude  to  all  the  excellences  of  this  far- 
famed  work,  further  than  to  say  that  Paul  B.  Goddard,  M.D.,  of  the  Ana- 
tomical chair  in  Franklin  Medical  College,  Philadelphia,  has  had  a  critical 
eye  to  this  fourth  edition,  which  is  as  free  from  errors  as  it  is  possible  for 
an  editor  to  make  a  text-book.  There  are  251  illustrations,  by  Gilbert, 
some  of  which  are  remarkably  good.  Those  in  the  habit  of  purchasing 
volumes  from  the  press  of  Lea  &  Blanchard,  have  a  guaranty  for  its  com- 
plete typographical  finish.  Dr.  Goddard  has  added  some  new  matter,  and 
a  large  number  of  cuts — especially  an  important  series  on  the  nerves,  and 
re-written  his  chapter  on  histology.  Although  the  London  edition  is  still 
called  the  Vade  Mecum,  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard  are  justified  in  giving 
the  work  the  more  proper  title  of  a  System  of  Human  Anatomy. 


Primary  Physiology  for  Schools. — Dr.  Edward  Jarvis,  of  Dorchester, 
Mass.,  a  pattern  of  industry,  who  is  always  doing  or  writing  something 
for  the  promotion  of  the  health,  comfort  and  longevity  of  the  present  and 
coming  generations,  has  quite  lately  written  a  small,  handy  little  book,  ex- 
pressly for  every  body,  that  all  may  manage  their  own  bodies  successfully. 
He  says,  and  we  fully  agree  with  him,  that  "  these  principles  (of  physiolo- 
gy) should  be  taught,  illustrated  and  enforced  in  every  school  ;  and  no  boy 
or  girl  should  go  forth  from  the  school  to  the  world  without  this  preparation 
for  the  responsibilities  which  must  come  upon  every  one  for  his  self-manage- 
ment." The  work  contains  the  pith  and  marrow  of  a  physiological  library, 
adapted  to  the  comprehension  of  those  for  whom  it  was  written.  Thomas, 
Cowperthwait  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  are  the  publishers.  There  are  draw- 
ings, and  pictures  of  organs  of  the  human  body,  sufficiently  distinct  to 
guide  the  elementary  student  in  fathoming  some  of  the  mysteries  of  his 
own  complicated  organization. 


Yellow  Fever  at  Staten  Island.,  N.  Y. — The  following  note  is  from  a 
correspondent  at  New  York,  accompanied  by  documents  which  it  is  neces- 
sary to  abridge  to  accommodate  them  to  our  limited  space.  We  agree  with 
our  correspondent  in  his  belief  of  the  local  origin  of  the  disease. 

Mr.  Editor, — As  there  is  some  excitement  in  our  city  relative  to  the 
prevalence  of  Yellow  Fever  at  Staten  Island,  I  send  you  the  proceedings 
of  our  Board  of  Health,  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Quarantine  Phy- 
sician, which  led  to  the  measures  described. 

You  will  observe  the  conclusion  to  which  the  committee  of  investiga- 
tion have  arrived,  viz.  that  the  disease  originated  from  vessels  lying  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  shore,  although  they  had  had  no  communication 
with  it ;  the  wind,  however,  being  directly  on  shore  for  some  days,  during 
their  anchorage.  That  the  disease  is  one  of  local  origin,  and  not  yellow 
fever,  is  the  belief  of  some  of  our  physicians,  after  examining  several  cases 
which  were  called  malignant  yellow  fever.  It  is  unnecessary  to  comment 
upon  the  wisdom  of  the  resolution  adopted  by  our  Board  of  Health,  pro- 
hibiting all  communication  between  one  of  the  landings  on  Staten  Island 
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and  Nesv  York,  and  allowing  all  the  others  to  remain  free.  I  will  keep 
you  informed  of  the  progress  of  the  panic,  as  well  as  the  fever. 

Yours,  &c.  ]\Iedicus. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Health,  Aug.  30,  a  letter  to  the  Mayor 
from  the  Health  Officer,  Dr.  Alexander  B.  Whiting,  was  read,  the  princi- 
pal facts  of  which  are  contained  in  the  following  extracts. 

"  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  that  there  exists  at  this  place,  and  in 
the  villages  of  Tompkinsville  and  Stapleion,  adjoining  the  quarantine 
grounds,  a  disease  that  has  within  a  day  or  two  past  assumed  the  charac- 
ter of  a  malignant  yellow  fever.  Certain  symptoms  and  a  mild  form  of 
the  same  disease  have  prevailed  for  a  period  of  ten  or  twelve  days,  but  not 
sufficiently  decided  to  juslify  its  designation  as  yellow  fever  by  all  the 
physicians  in  and  about  this  neighborhood  ;  but  within  a  few  days  a  num- 
ber of  cases  have  occurred  with  such  definite  symptoms  as  to  leave  their 
nature  established. 

"  The  first  cases  occurred  in  the  quarantine  grounds,  among  the  boat- 
men employed  in  the  health  officer's  barge  and  those  of  the  revenue  barge, 
and  one  or  two  engaged  on  the  steamboat  dock,  contiguous  to  this  place. 
Subsequently  the  cases  occurred  among  persons  living  near  the  shore,  in  a 
district  extending  about  a  mile  south,  and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  shore. 

"  The  number  of  cases  thus  far  has  been  about  fifty.  Of  these  the  ma- 
lignant cases,  numbering  twelve,  commenced  on  Wednesday,  the  23d  of 
August,  and  have  been  occurring  daily  since.  Six  deaths  have  occurred 
from  among  these,  with  all  the  symptoms  of  the  disease  so  decided  as  to 
leave  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  the  medical  gentlemen  who  have  seen  them 
concerning  its  nature." 

"  For  the  causes  of  the  disease  I  think  we  must  look  to  vessels  from  New 
Orleans,  lying  at  quarantine,  having  had  yellow  fever  on  board.  These  are 
the  barque  Edgar  and  ships  George  Hews  and  Callander.  They  have 
been  removed  as  far  as  possible  from  shore;  sufficiently  to  obviate  the  dan- 
ger from  them." 

A  select  committee  of  five  was  immediately  appointed,  to  act  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Health  Commissioners,  to  examine  into  the  origin  and  exist- 
ence of  the  disease,  and  to  suggest  such  means  as  they  might  think  neces- 
sary for  the  Board  to  adopt.  All  communication  from  the  city  with  the 
infected  district  was  also  prohibited.  On  the  following  morning  the  com- 
mittee reported,  at  an  adjourned  meeting,  as  follows  : — 

"  That  the  disease  in  question  had  its  origin  in  the  present  locality  to 
the  presence  of  the  vessels  at  quarantine,  as  named  in  the  communication 
of  the  health  officer  to  the  board,  at  their  meeting  of  yesterday.  That 
these  vessels,  to  wit,  the  George  Hews.  Edgar  and  Callander,  had  each 
arrived  at  the  quarantine  station  from  New  Orleans,  which  port  they  left 
since  the  26th  of  July.  That  the  former  had  seventeen  cases  during  the 
passage,  of  which  seven  terminated  fatally,  the  Edgar  lost  three  cases  and 
the  Callander  one.  That  the  above  vessels  on  their  arrival  at  our  port  an- 
chored at  the  usual  anchorage  ground,  which  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  shore,  and  that  the  prevailing  wind  during  the  time  of  their  lying 
there  had  been  from  the  north  east,  and  blowing  directly  on  the  shore 
where  the  disease  prevails. 

"  That  the  first  cases  of  the  disease  were,  as  stated  in  the  communication 
of  the  health  officer,  amonof  the  persons  employed  in  and  about  the  quaran- 
tine ground — and  thai  subsequently  it  appeared  on  the  shore  adjacent  to 
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these  grounds,  in  the  form  of  a  mild  ordinary  fever,  which  afterwards  as- 
sumed a  malignant  character,  and  was,  after  a  full  investigation  by  the 
physicians,  pronounced  yellow  fever.  The  disease,  as  it  now  exists,  is 
confined  to  the  shore  of  the  island — not  extending  inland  more  than  half  a 
mile — and  the  length  of  the  district  affected  being  rather  more  than  a  mile, 
which  district  includes  the  Quarantine  and  Stapleton  ferry  landings. 

"  The  number  of  persons  on  shore,  affected  by  the  disease,  since  its  ap- 
pearance about  a  fortnight  since,  in  its  mildest  form,  is  about  34  cases,  and 
that  of  the  malignant,  16 — the  first  of  which  appeared  on  the  23d  instant; 
and  of  these  latter,  seven  have  terminated  fatally. 

"  The  health  officer  has  had  the  above-named  vessels  removed  to  an 
anchorage  ground  in  the  lower  bay,  n)ore  remote  from  the  shore,  and  where 
little  or  no  population  is  to  be  found,  and  ordered  a  large  distribution  of  the 
usual  disinfecting  agents  along  the  coast  of  the  island,  as  far  as  the  same  is 
known  to  be  infected. 

"  Your  committee  recommend  a  continuance  in  force  of  the  resolution, 
as  passed  by  the  board,  requiring  a  cessation  of  intercourse  by  means  of 
the  usual  ferry  or  other  vessels,  and  they  further  recommend  to  their  fel- 
low citizens,  and  require  from  them,  a  strict  observance  of  these  and  such 
other  sanitory  regulations  as  the  board  may  feel  themselves  called  upon  to 
enforce." 

The  report  was  accepted,  and  a  resolution  adopted  that  all  communica- 
tion between  the  city  and  Vanderbill's  landing,  on  Staten  Island,  be  for  the 
present  suspended. 


Medical  Degrees  at  Yale  College.  —  At  the  recent  commencement  of 
Yale  College,  the  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  John  A.  Belts,  Wil- 
liam L.  Bliss,  Benj.  T.  Bradford,  Geo.  P.  Budington,  Nathan  Buckley, 
Philander  P.  Humphrey,  Lebbeus  E.  Marsh,  Elisha  S.  Peck,  Henry  C» 
Porter,  John  0.  Smith,  Edward  B.  Sprowl,  Sigesmond  Waterman.  The 
honorary  degree  of  M.D.  was  conferred  on  Hon.  Joseph  P.  Converse. 


Vermont  State  Medical  Society. — The  next  annual  meeting  of  this  So- 
ciety will  take  place  at  Montpelier,  during  the  first  week  of  the  next  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature.  It  is  hoped  that  sufficient  interest  is  felt  in  the 
praiseworthy  objects  of  this  Society,  to  insure  a  fuller  attendance  than  has 
ever  yet  been  given. 


To  Correspondents. — A  portion  of  Dr.  Davis's  Address  before  the  Worcester  County  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  a  paper  on  "  The  Nostrum  Trade,"  have  been  received.  The  suggestion  of 
"  P,"  a  letter  from  Mr.  Hawley,  and  one  from  Dr.  S.  Williams,  came  too  late  for  this  week. 

Caution. — Subscribers  in  Vermout  are  again  cautioned  respecting  the  payment  of  any  money 
to  Ira  H.  Stewart,  who  is  not  now  authorized  to  collect  money  for  the  Medical  Journal.  Any  in- 
formation in  regard  to  the  present  residence  of  said  Stewart  will  be  thankfully  received  by  the 
publisher  of  the  Journal. 

Died,— At  Ashfield,  Mass.,  Dr.  Geo.  Pease,  of  Kinderhook,  N.  Y.,  31  .—At  Camden,  N.C.,22d 
inst.,  Dr.  John  Seabur}',  57  years  6  months,  formerly  of  Southbridge,  Mass. — At  Schoningen, 
Germany.  Dr.  George  A.  H.  Muhlenbein,  an  early  disciple  of  Hahnemann,  distinguished  for  his 
high  attainments  in  knowledge. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Sept.  2,  108 — Males,  63 — females,  55. — < 
Of  consumption,  11 — disease  of  the  bowels,  34— dysentery,  18 — cholera  infantum,  4 — typhus 
fever,  4 — diarrhoea,  2 — lung  fever,  1— scarlet  fever,  2 — dropsy,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain  2 — .teeth^ 
ing,  1 — infantile,  7 — accidental,  2 — childbed,  2 — old  age,  3 — marasmus,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 
—disease  of  the  stomach,  1— drowned,  1 — palsy,  1 — syphilis,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1— 
diabetes,  1 — canker,  4. 

Under  5  years,  60 — between  5  and  20  years,  5 — between  20  and  40  years .  29 — between  40 
and  60  years,  10 — over  60  years,  4. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  West  and  Dr.  M'Carron,  American  gentle- 
men, have  been  arrested  in  Ireland  for  high  treason.  John  H.  Drumm, . 
an  Irish  medical  student,  has  been  committed  to  prison  for  the  same  of- 
fence.— The  cholera  is  declining  at  Bucharest,  but  in  Russia,  according  to 
the  intelligence  by  the  Britannia,  it  was  raging  throughout  the  empire, 
and  does  not  confitje  its  ravages  to  the  poorer  classes,  as  a  long  list  of  titled 
victims  is  given  in  the  papers,  among  them  Major  Generals  VVoronzovv 
and  Schtschitovvski.  It  is  rife  in  the  neighborhood  of  Constantinople,  and 
in  Egypt  also. — The  concert  given  by  Jenny  Lind,  in  London,  in  aid  of 
the  building  fund  for  the  hospital  for  consumption  and  diseases  of  the  chest, 
realized  £1800. — Mr.  Crosse,  the  galvanist,  is  said  to  have  succeeded  in 
rendering  sea-water  as  pure  and  drinkable  as  that  from  the  best  spring. — 
Men  who  are  accustomed  to  running,  will  outstrip  horses,  as  they  can  hold 
their  speed  longer.  The  king's  messengers  walk  to  Ispahan  in  14  hours 
— a  distance  of  108  miles.  A  man,  properly  trained,  will  also  walk  down 
a  horse,  and  a  Hottentot  will  run  down  a  lion. — The  American  Journal  of 
Homoeopathy  complains  bitterly,  because  the  British  Journal  of  Homoeopa- 
thy has  not  noticed  the  proceedings  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeo- 
pathy since  its  first  meeting,  nor  even  spoken  of  the  volume  of  transactions 
published  under  the  sanction  of  the  central  bureau.  This  is  a  family  jar, 
which  had  better  be  kept  secret,  for  the  reputation  of  both  parties.  This 
same  New  York  editor  regards  allopathy  as  being  full  of  the  errors  of  em- 
piricism.— Dysentery  is  still  the  predominant  disease  of  the  season  at  the 
north,  and  the  mortality  by  bowel  complaints  is  unusually  severe. — Lead 
pipes  are  being  laid  very  extensively  in  Boston,  notwithstanding  the  hor- 
rible effects  said  to  come  from  drinking  water  which  passes  through  that 
metal. — One  or  two  cases  of  cholera  have  been  supposed  to  be,  but  people 
refuse  to  become  alarmed. — A  new  and  improved  edition  of  Dr.  Herring's 
Domestic  Medicine,  and  Dr.  Williamson  on  diseases  of  females,  are  noticed 
as  published,  but  no  copies  are  seen  this  way. — A  new  method  of  suppress- 
ing quackery  is  proposed — viz.,  to  have  the  venders  take  a  daily  dose  of 
whatever  they  have  on  sale ! 

Reduction  of  a  Luxated  Thumb  by  Means  of  a  Key. — M.  Alaboissette 
describes,  in  L'Union  Medicale,  a  case  of  luxation  of  the  thumb,  which  he 
reduced  by  using  the  ring  of  a  key  as  a  fulcrum,  according  to  the  advice 
given  by  M.  Vidal  (de  Cassis)  in  his  "  Treatise  on  Surgery."  The  steps 
were  the  following : — The  surgeon  took  a  key,  the  stem  of  which  was 
surmounted  by  a  pretty  wide  ring,  and  introduced  the  thumb  into  the  lat- 
ter, so  that  the  stem  of  the  key  was  perpendicular  to  the  external  aspect  of 
the  thumb  ;  the  upper  part  of  the  ring  lay  on  the  superior  and  dorsal  ex- 
tremity of  the  phalanx,  the  lower  part  of  the  same  ring  resting  on  its  infe- 
rior and  anterior  extremity.  A  lilting  effort  was  then  made  with  the  key, 
which  tended  to  exaggerate  the  displacement,  in  effecting,  however,  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  extension.  The  extremity  of  the  thumb  was  then  suddenly 
flexed  and  drawn  forward,  and  the  reduction  was  complete.  No  sign  of 
the  accident  but  a  little  swelling  was  visible  a  week  afterwards,  and  the 
patient  was  working,  as  previously,  in  the  capacity  of  a  weaver. — Lancet. 


Surgeons  of  the  National  Guard. — Drs.  Vignal  and  Manget,  in  their 
zeal  for  the  relief  of  the  wounded,  during  the  late  terrific  struggle,  ventur- 
ed so  near  the  barricades  that  they  were  made  prisoners  by  the  insurgents, 
and  retained  to  attend  their  wounded,  which  they  did  in  right  goodwill. 
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*  *  *  There  is,  however,  another  department  of  the  subject,  not  hither- 
to touched  upon,  of  too  much  importance  to  be  omitted  ;  I  mean  the 
pathological  relations  of  the  organism,  or  its  relations  where  already  dis- 
eased, and  especially  its  relations  to  remedies,  real  or  supposed.  Un- 
doubtedly such  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  life  and  of  nature  as  all  men 
are  capable  of  acquiring,  might,  if  acted  upon,  diminish  the  present 
amount  of  disease  to  a  comparatively  very  small  remainder,  perhaps  eradi- 
cate it,  or  nearly  so  ;  but,  while  disease  remains,  it  does  not  seem  likely 
that  any  science  attainable  by  the  human  mind  can  qualify  unprofessional 
persons  to  prescribe  remedies.  Because,  what  is  called  the  science  of 
medicine  is,  and,  I  think,  must  always  remain,  such  a  combination  of 
science  with  art,  skill,  tact,  and  a  medical  sense,  which  can  only  be  ac- 
quired by  much  observation  of  disease  and  experience  of  remedies,  that, 
if  all  men  were  equally  physicians,  all  must  be  unqualified  and  unskilful. 
The  requisite  observation  would  be  no  longer  made — and  the  characters 
and  ctianges  of  disease  are  often  such  as  no  science  can  enable  the  un- 
practised eye  to  detect ;  and  the  instinctive  adaptation  of  remedies,  which 
marks  the  man  of  skill,  is  impossible  to  inexperience.  Only  on  the  sup- 
position of  medicine  becoming  a  science  in  the  strictest  sense  of  the 
term,  can  the  treatment  of  diseases  be  committed  safely  to  other  than 
professional,  tliat  is  eKperienced,  hands.  But,  if  we  suppose  all  diseases 
to  be  curable  by  strictly  scientific  methods,  that  is,  with  infallible  cer- 
tainty, would  it  not  be  to  have  discovered  a  natural  connection  between 
transgression  and  impunity  ?  To  have  found  natural  antidotes  to  the 
natural  consequences  of  carelessness,  indolence,  vice,  and  every  form 
and  degree  of  sensual  indulgence,  does  it  not  imply  a  contradiction  ? 
Such  a  provision  for  the  body  at  the  expense  of  the  soul,  would  it  not 
imply,  in  the  order  and  design  of  Providence,  a  preference  of  the  lower 
to  the  higher,  of  health  to  virtue,  not  compatible  with  the  probable,  or 
manifested,  character  of  the  Deity?  An  arrangement  so  necessarily  and 
inevitably  debasing  in  its  influence,  would  it  not  impeach  the  goodness 
of  God  ?  Is  the  discovery  of  such  a  science  of  medicine  probable,  or 
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even  desirable  ?  But  not  to  insist  on  this  view,  to  the  abatement  of  the 
enthusiasm  of  those  who  reckon  |)ain  to  be  evil,  and  enjoyment  good, 
it  is  plain  that,  until  such  a  science  is  attained,  or  the  elixir  of  the  old 
alchemists  invented,  the  mana<^ement  of  pathological  relations  will  be 
most  safely  intrusted  to  those  professionally  qualified  for  that  most  difficult 
duty.  But  if  every  man  cannot,  without  danger,  beconie  his  own  phy- 
sician, such  a  general  knowledge  of  pathology  as  will  convince  him  that 
he  cannot,  as  will  enable  him  to  know  when  he  really  needs  advice,  that  he 
may  ask  it  in  season — such  an  acquaintance  with  the  nature  and  effects 
of  medicines  as  will  make  him  cautious  and  indisposed  to  poison  him- 
self in  the  use  of  them,  as  will  unfascinate  him  in  regard  to  the  magic 
virtues  of  mysterious  remedies,  as  will  make  him  less  intermeddling 
and  thwarting  of  the  wisdom  of  nature  than  ignorance  is  ever  disposed 
to  be,  as  will  assure  him  that  science  promises  to  vice,  and  self-indul- 
gence, and  even  to  error,  no  impunity  ;  this  amount  of  knowledge  is 
within  the  reach  of  all,  and  is,  for  every  one,  among  the  most  indis- 
pensable conditions  of  the  preservation  of  health,  and  of  the  cure  of  dis- 
ease. The  tendency  of  science  is  to  diminish  the  use  of  medicines  even 
in  sickness,  and  to  bring  back  the  patient,  as  fast,  and  as  far,  as  possi- 
ble, to  the  conditions,  and  obedience  to  the  laws,  of  health  ;  that  of 
ignorance,  to  expect  not  only  the  restoration,  but  the  preservation  also, 
of  health,  and  counteraction  of  the  natural  consequences  of  loved  indul- 
gences, by  the  mysterious  agencies  of  occult  and  wonder-working  mix- 
tures, spells,  passes,  pills  and  antidotes — still,  as  of  old,  believing  that 
the  sorcerer's  mystic  craft  can  control  the  powers  of  nature,  and  circum- 
vent the  ordinances  of  heaven. 

The  natural  difficulties  of  finding,  attaining  and  possessing  the  condi- 
tions of  health  are  sufficiently  great,  the  natural  causes  of  disease  are 
sufficiently  numerous — but,  as  if  these  were  not  enough,  men  have  found, 
in  the  all  but  universal  resort,  "  both  in  sickness  and  in  health,"  to  the 
use  of  secret  and  slow  poisons,  in  the  form  of  drugs  of  their  own  pre- 
scribing, an  extra-natural  cause,  which,  if  we  measure  its  effects,  direct 
and  indirect,  immediate  and  remote,  will  be  found  entitled  to  take  rank 
next  in  place  to  those  most  destructive  of  human  life.  It  seems  to  be  a 
sort  of  infatuation,  under  the  influence  of  which  men  become  equally  the 
victims  of  their  own  ignorance  and  foolhardiness,  and  the  dupes  of  de- 
ceptions so  transparent,  so  gross  and  stale,  and  at  the  same  time  so  adroit 
as  rarely  to  lose  their  credit,  and  withal  so  wicked,  that,  perhaps,  on  no 
other  occasion,  do  men  manifest,  on  the  one  hand,  such  an  incredible 
facility  of  being  made  fools  of,  and  on  the  other,  such  a  cool  unblushing 
impudence  in  lying,  and  such  a  diabolical  disregard  of  its  consequences 
to  those  whom  it  deludes — a  swindling  process  so  monstrous,  a  reck- 
less greediness  of  gain,  a  wholesale  robliery,  and  taking  of  purse,  of 
health,  and  of  life,  that  would  not  hesitate  to  include  also  among  its 
means  the  pistol  and  the  poignard,  if  they  promised  equaliy  rich  re- 
turns with  equal  impunity.  These  are  severe  charges  to  bring  against  a 
class  of  men  which  has  become  both  large  and  respectable,  so  far  as 
wealth  and  consequent  power  and  influence  can  confer  respectability  ; 
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^  wekhh^  often  almost  wUbout  parallel,  and  an  influc  nee  and  power 
wiiii  h,  at  tiie  same  time,  exercise  and  extend  tiiemselves  b)  subsidising 
and  controUing  (and  it  were  more  true  than  polite  to  siy,  bribing,  and 
m<d<in^  particeps  crituinis  in  furtherance  of  tlieir  schenirs  of  plunder) 
ahiiost  the  entire  periodical  press  of  the  country.  The  extent  to  wbicii 
the  pockets  of  the  comrriunity  are  laid  under  contribution  by  the  use  of 
patent  medicines  tnay  be  inferred  from  the  increcible  amount  of  adver- 
X'lsin^r,  puffing,  and  other  printing  and  enijraving,  to  which  they  give  rise 
(and  if  I  am  correctly  informed,  tliat  kind  of  advertising  generally  pays 
an  extra  price),  this  amount  being,  from  the  nature  of  the  case,  a  pretty 
correct  index  and  measure  of  the  number  of  inventors,  manufacturers, 
venders  and  consumers,  to  which  last,  the  circumstance  of  being  obliged 
to  foot  all  llie  bills,  is  the  smallest  and  least  harmful  consequence  of  the 
purchase.  It  is  but  justice  to  say,  that  many  of  the  agents  of  these 
results  can  plead  tlie  same  ignorance  as  the  ultimate  sufferers,  an  igno- 
rance, however,  under  the  circumstances,  little  more  excusable  than  the 
worse  motives  (we  may  say  motives  rarely  paralleled  in  depravity),  from 
whose  influence  too  many  cannot  plead  exemption. 

That  I  may  not,  by  men  willing  to  know  the  truth,  be  thought  guilty 
of  slander,  let  us  examine  somewhat  the  character  and  natural  effects 
of  the  miracle-working  nostrums,  which,  if  their  authors  were  not  liars, 
would  be,  at  least,  an  equivalent  for  the  lost  elixir  of  life.  And  we  shall, 
perhaps,  be  enabled,  at  tlie  same  time,  to  account  for  the  perennial 
delusions  in  regard  to  them,  notwithstanding  their  palpable  imposture, 
and  the  impudent,  and  sometimes  blasphemous  effrontery  of  their 
assurances. 

The  most  common  form  of  these  poisons  is,  probably,  that  of  cathar- 
tic pills  ;  and  in  this  form,  from  the  greater  extent  and  frequency  of  their 
use,  1  am  inclined  to  think  the  amount  of  their  deleterious  effects  is 
greater  than  in  any  other.  All  these,  with  one  consent,  are  commended 
to  the  stomachs  of  their  dupes  and  victims,  whether  sick  or  well,  by- 
setting  forth,  beyond  the  doubt  of  all  minds  adapted  to  such  logic,  the 
stereotype  quack  pathology,  that  all  disease,  and  all  danger  of  disease, 
arise  "  from  impurities  of  the  blood."  Hence  it  follows,  inevitably, 
that  these  very  pills,  which  are  expressly  ada[)ted  to  that  sole  and  all- 
sufficient  end  and  purpose  of  purifying  the  blood,  cannot  fail  to  cure, 
or  prevent,  any,  whatever  disease,  or  danger  of  disease,  the  purchaser 
may  either  feel,  or  fear.  Tliis  conclusion  is  irresistible.  They  promise 
also,  probably,  to  remove  all  gross  obstruction,  to  improve  the  appetite, 
and  enable  the  stomach  to  digest  food  without  inconvenience.  Persons 
suffering  from  the  effects  of  indolence,  sedentary  labor  or  study,  impro- 
per diet,  unventilated  dwellings,  or  some  other  transgression  of  the  laws 
of  life,  sick  or  "  not  very  well,"  find,  in  these  adroitly-penned  docu- 
ments, which  meet  their  eye  in  the  daily  or  weekly  paper,  or  some 
pamphlet  put  into  their  hands,  their  very  feelings  and  symptoms  so  mi- 
nutely described,  and  the  obvious  method  of  relief  so  kindly  pointed 
out,  that  they  cannot  but  make  trial  of  so  promising  a  remedy.  And 
forthwith  the  promise,  however  extravagant,  of  the  knowing  impOsStor,  is, 
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much  to  the  salisfaction  of  the  pati^Mit,  fu'ly  realized — for  to  one  suffer-- 
ing  froiu  accumulated  bile,  or  torpid  nnd  obstructed  bowels,  or  overloaded 
bloodvessels,  or  the  ennui  of  indolenc<',  what,  movo  elfectually  than  an 
active  cathartic.  a(ibrds  decided  and  iniuiediate  relief?  Tlie  bad  feelin,<^s, 
however,  soon  return,  and  probably  with  nufj;mented  annoyance  ;  but  the 
blood  is  not  to  be  purified  in  a  day,  imd  the  accompanying  certificates 
show  cures  after  the  use  of  ten,  twenty,  thii'iy,  fifty,  boxes  ! !  Perse- 
verance, therefore,  is  one  of  the  elements  of  success  ;  and  he  perse- 
veres, with  im[)rovin^  appetite,  better  s[)irils,  a  disposition  to  commend 
liis  new-found  panacea  to  liis  neighl)()rs,  and  a  readiness  to  express  his 
gratitude,  and  at  tiie  same  time  promote  the  good  of  "  all  others  afflicted  in 
like  manner,"  by  a  certificate  "  of  benefits  received.  Partly,  then, 
from  a  predisposition  to  faith  in  the  unknown  and  mysterious,  which  is 
rarely  wanting  in  the  consumeis  of  nostrums,,  "  o??i?ie  ignotum  pro  mag- 
nifico  "  (  for  the  same  preparations  when  they  become  known  lose  all 
their  popularity) — partly  from  the  feeling,  only  apparently  inconsistent 
with  the  other,  that  now  they  are  admitted  into  the  very  seci'ets  of  na- 
ture— partly  because  the  very  extravagance  of  the  lie  gives  it,  to  sucli 
minds,  the  air  and  power  of  truth,  and  because  common  honesty  has  no 
conception  of  pure  fraud  and  villany — and  partly  because  excited  expec- 
tations and  hopes  are  (a|)parently)  confirmed  by  experience,  we  may  un- 
derstand how  the  use  of  secret  remedies  is  often  commenced,  and  why 
it  is  likely  to  be  continued.  There  ai-e  also  other  reasons  in  the  case  of 
cathartic  pills  why  their  use  should  not  be  soon  discontinued.  For  what 
really  happens  wlien  their  apparent  good  efl^ects  confirm  delusion,  and 
experience  is  the  ignis  fatuus  which  allures  to  destruction  ?  Cathartics 
are  substances  whose  natural  relations  to  the  alimentary  canal,  the  sto- 
mach and  bowels,  are  such,  that  they  stimulate,  some  more  and  some  less, 
both  their  muscles,  and  their  lining  membrane,  with  which,  when  taken, 
they  come  in  contact.  Their  effect,  therefore,  is  to  propel  their  contents, 
at  the  same  time  that  they  excite  secretions  into  them  ;  that  is,  they  remove 
unhealthful,  depressing,  and  otherwise  annoying  accumulations  from  the 
body,  and  by  diminishing  the  quantity  of  its  fluids,  they  relieve  whatever 
organs  are  oppressed  by  a  too  plethoric,  or  an  obstructed  condition  of  the 
system.  Hence  it  is  manifest,  that,  to  one  wlio  would  gladly  neglect 
the  conditions  and  disregard  the  laws  of  health,  or  who  ignorantly  does 
so,  the  occasions  would  not  be  unfrequent  on  which  he  might  find  them 
a  convenient,  easy,  and  seemingly  successful,  substitute  for  both  know- 
ledge and  obedience.  They  seem  to  ignorance,  a  natural  provision  for 
natural  ills  ;  and  to  disobedience,  a  gentle  penance  for  any  dear  indul- 
gences ;  and  thus  they  encourage,  and  increase,  by  promising  all  but 
impunity  to,  such  indulgences.  It  is  not  likely,  therefore,  that  pills 
will  cease  to  be  popular,  so  long  as  the  wonder-loving  are  made  to  believe 
that  they  work  miraculous  regenej-ation  of  the  blood — the  lovers  of  indo- 
lence, of  study,  and  of  sedentary  habits  and  employments,  that  they  can 
take  the  yjlace  of  labor  and  of  exercise — the  lovers  of  the  table,  that 
they  obviate  the  necessity,  not  only  of  fasting  and  abstinence,  but  of 
temperance,  sobriety,  and  all  observance  of  the  natural  laws  of  diet — and 
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the  lovers  of  dissipation,  social  and  other  excitennents,  that  they  can 
cu.e  llie  consequent  constipations,  ennui,  nausea,  neuralgia  and  megrims 
— and,  especially,  so  long  as  they  not  oi\ly  undertake,  but  actually  per- 
foiTu,  all  these  kind  offices. 

But,  moreover,  it  is  true  of  this  class  of  poisons,  in  common  with  all 
other  unnatural  stimulants,  that  their  use  constantly  increases  the  seeming 
need  and  utility  of  them.  At  every  repetition  of  the  excitement  of  the 
muscles,  and  mucous  membranes  of  the  digestive  canal,  by  these  sub- 
stances, they  become  less  and  less  susceptible  of  the  natural  but  milder 
stimulus  of  food,  and  of  their  own  ordinary  secretions.  Their  excita- 
bility is  undergoing  a  gradual,  but  constant,  process  of  exhaustion.  Hence, 
not  only  does  tiie  use  of  the  more  stimulating  substances  easily,  and  al- 
most necessarily,  become  habitual,  and  nearly  impossible  to  be  laid  aside, 
but  their  quantity  or  their  strengtli  must,  for  the  same  reasons,  be  gra- 
dually and  constantly  increased.  Accordingly,  the  patent  directions  are 
to  hit  sure  and  take  enough,  with  ilie  assurance  that  the  pills  cannot 
fail  to  cure  you  if  only  you  take  enough  ;  and  that  the  more  you  need, 
the  more  certain  evidence  it  is  of  the  impurity  of  your  blood,  and  of 
your  need  to  lake  more — that  is,  the  more  you  need,  tlie  more  you  need, 
which  is  true  for  once,  and  proof  of  the  truth  of  the  proverb,  that  "  the 
Devil  can  speak  truth."  These  repeated  excitements,  however,  and 
consequent  exhaustion  of  the  nervous  energy  of  the  stomach  and  bowels, 
and  the  frequent  contact  with  their  surfaces  of  such  pungent  and  acri- 
monious stimulants,  produce  at  length,  as  might  naturally  be  supposed, 
still  other  results.  Their  mucous  membranes,  which  are  among  the 
most  finely  organized  parts  of  the  body,  become,  first  irritated,  then  in- 
flamed, thickened,  ulcerated,  softened,  corroded — their  innumerable  small 
glands,  destroyed  or  enlarged,  swollen,  tender,  painful,  permanently  ex- 
cited, and  pouring  out  unhealthful  fluids  instead  of  their  own  natural 
secretions.  But  the  perfect  integrity  of  the  structure  and  functions  of 
the  mucous  membrane  is  indispensable,  more,  perhaps,  than  that  of  any 
other  organ,  not  only  to  the  existence  and  conscious  feeling  and  en- 
joyment of  health,  but  to  the  due  performance  of  the  functions  of  other 
organs ;  and  their  diseases  often  produce,  sooner  or  later,  both  derange- 
ment and  disease  of  the  other  great  organs  essential  to  life,  of  the  kid- 
neys, the  heart,  the  brain,  the  lungs,  or  the  skin.  Hence,  as  a  natural 
and  inevitable  result,  the  whole  miserable  train  of  dyspeptic,  hypochon- 
driac, nervous,  and  other  complaints  and  diseases  of  the  digestive  organs 
and  their  consequences,  too  many,  even  to  be  named,  except  in  a  noso- 
logical catalogue.  These,  for  the  most  part,  come  ultimately  into  the 
hands  of  the  physician,  too  often  to  exhaust  both  his  patience  and  his 
skill,  and  to  return  again  to  some  newest  form  of  quackery,  alternating 
between  hope  and  fear,  until  Nature,  who  never  forgives,  and  will  not 
tolerate,  transgression  beyond  a  certain  point,  puts  an  end,  at  length,  to 
life  and  delusion  together.  Thus  we  see  how  these  poisons,  notwith- 
standing the  palpable  humbug  written  on  the  face  with  which  they  come 
forth,  are,  nevertheless,  with  a  very  devilish  art,  adapted  to  the  character  and 
circumstances  of  their  victims — their  apparent  good  effects,  and  the  seem- 
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ing  success  of  the  attempt  to  circumvent  nature,  extending,  and  confirm- 
ing, their  influ<^nce  and  control  over  the  whole  eysteiii,  until  it  has  no 
longer  the  power  to  set  itself  fi^ee.  And  w  hen  the  natural  effects  and 
ultimate  consequences  appear,  they  are  so  remote  in  lime,  and  it  is  so 
uncertain  when,  and  where,  they  will  first,  so  decidedly  as  to  awaken 
alarm,  manifest  theniselves.  tliat  ihey  are  very  raiely,  in  the  mind  of  the 
sufferer,  referred  to  their  true  causes,  and  men  here,  as  frequently  on 
other  occasions,  father  the  legitimate  oHspring  of  their  own  ignorance, 
folly  and  vice,  upon  the  inscrutable  decrees  of  Providence. 

Tile  same  misguiding  experience,  and  the  same  final  effects  in  kind, 
and  for  essentially  the  same  reasons,  follow  the  use  of  "  Anti-dyspeptic 
Bitters,"  and  other  njixlures  professing  to  cure  indigestion,  especially 
when  prepared,  as  many  of  them  are,  with  alcohol.  Tliey  are  a  sort  of 
natural  symptom  and  accompaniment  of  the  disease  of  pill-taking. 
Cough  medicines,  in  regard  to  the  amount  consumed,  are  probably 
second  only  to  pills,  and  exceed  them,  if  that  were  possible,  in  the  out- 
rageous extravagance  of  their  pretensions,  In  which  they  "  out-Herod 
Herod."  These  maintain  their  credit  by  a  somewhat  different  method. 
Tliey  almost  uniformly  contain  opiates  and  alcohol,  and  the  first  effect, 
generally,  is  to  diminish  the  cough,  and  make  the  patient  "  feel  better." 
And  if,  bye-and-bye,  as  a  natural  consequence  in  many  coughs,  they  ex- 
cite inflammation,  and  the  cough  returns  with  more  violence  than  before,  it 
is  attributed  to  exposure,  imprudence,  accident,  or  any  other  cause  than  the 
true  one.  And  when  the  disease  is  thus  kept  up  to  a  fatal  termination,  as 
not  un frequently  happens  (an  attempt  with  delusive  opiates  to  smother 
the  very  fire  that  often  tliey  alone  keep  burning),  the  cheated  victini 
dies  with  regret  that  he  had  not  procured  the  medicine  sooner,  since,  "it 
did  him  so  much  good,  that  it  would  have  cured  him  if  he  had  taken 
it  in  season."  Frequently,  loo,  they  are  used  in  coughs  which  are  going 
through  a  s[)ontaneous  process  of  cure,  wliich  is  natural  to  most  coughs, 
and  if  they  do  not  happen  to  prevent  it  they  of  course  carry  off  all  the 
credit  of  the  recovery,  for  with  ignorance  the  ^^post  hoc  ergopropter  hoc  " 
argument  is  one  which  may  always  be  confidently  relied  upon.  Some- 
times, also,  undoubtedly,  when  given  in  a  stage  of  the  disease  to  which 
they  happen  to  be  adapted,  very  unpromising  cases  have,  unfortunately, 
done  well  under  the  use  of  them.  I  say  unfortunately,  for  every  such 
case  of  success  gives  them  a  credit  by  which  they  kill  fifty.  A  great  va- 
riety of  diseases,  differently  seated,  owing  to  different  causes,  and  requir- 
ing different  trealnient,  often  go  under  a  common  name,  and  this  is  espe- 
cially true  of  those  attended  with  cough.  Almost  every  disease,  loo,  is 
a  process  going  through  different  stages,  and  requiring,  if  any  treatment, 
different  treatment  in  different  stages,  insomuch  that  what  would  cure 
the  patient  in  one  stage  may  kill  him  in  another.  Now  it  must  be  obvious 
to  all,  except  believers  in  oracular  quack  wisdom,  that  if  a  medicine,  which 
happens  to  be  suitable  for  som(i  one  stage,  of  some  one  disease  called 
a  cough,  and  directed  to  be  cured  by  cough  mixtures,  is  given  indis- 
criminately through  all  the  stages  of  the  whole  number  of  different  dis- 
eases, that  the  chances  of  benefit  are  to  the  chances  of  injury,  as  one  is 
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to  the  whole  number  of  stages  of  all  the  diseases.  And  such  is  just 
about  the  proportion  of  cures  effected  by  this  class  of  nostrums.  In 
what  proportion  of  cases  they  destroy  life,  or  prevent  spontaneous  or  other 
cure,  and  otherwise  injure  or  destroy  the  general  health,  cannot  be 
knowrK.  until  certain  accounts  are  rendered,  likely  hereafter  to  be  called 
for.  Jt  is  not  without  good  reason  that  almost  every  patent  nostrum  claims 
to  be  a  panacea,  the  one  all-sufficient  remedy  for  every  disease  ;  for  other- 
wise, unless  it  can  on  all  occasions  give  directions  in  regard  to  itself,  when  it 
ought  to  be  used,  its  author  cannot  by  any  possibility  absolve  his  con- 
science of  the  guilt  of  a  most  malevolent  disregard  of  human  life,  not 
to  say  of  a  malevolent  taking  it  away.  And  it  cannot  be  pleaded  in  ex- 
tenuation that  the  medicine  is  wholly  inert  (though  many  of  them  are 
so)  and  therefore  harmless ;  for  one  of  the  great  dangers  in  the  use  of 
self-prescribed  or  irresponsibly  advised  medicines,  arises  from  the  fact 
that  often,  in  attacks  of  disease,  such  that  life  depends  upon  prompt, 
efficient,  and  skilful  treatment,  they  are  tried  and  trusted  in  until  all 
remedy  is  too  late.  And  he  whose  wilful  lie,  its  probable  consequences 
being  known,  indirectly  causes  death,  how  is  he  less  wicked  ilian  he 
whose  false  witness  or  whose  dagger  takes  the  life  of  his  neighbor? 

There  is  still  another  class  of  these  accursed  drugs  which  bids  fair  to 
outrun  the  popularity  even  of  pills.  This  consists  of  various  compounds, 
in  the  form  of  syrups,  or  tinctures,  which  come  forth,  thick  as  tlie  spawn 
of  Egypt,  under  the  common  name  of  sarsaparilla.  These  profess,  not 
only  to  "  purify  the  blood,"  and  cure  all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to  in 
general,  but  to  purify  the  skin  also  especially,  and  in  particular  to  eradi- 
cate scrofula,  that  perennial  quack  bugbear,  and  to  have  power  over  old 
sores,  rheums,  scabs,  itches,  ulcers,  cancers,  tumors,  and  other  such  like 
unseemly  ailments.  As  the  concocters  of  sarsaparilla  (which,  however, 
commonly  contains  none  of  that  inert  substance)  have  learned  that  cases 
of  this  class,  often  found  difficult  of  cure,  are  sometimes  benefited  by  the 
most  active  and  dangerous  articles  which  physicians  can  employ,  and 
which  need  to  be  used  with  great  caution  in  order  to  avoid  future  bad  con- 
sequences, they  do  not  hesitate,  with  utter  contempt  of  human  health  and 
life,  so  they  "  put  money  in  their  pockets,"  to  drug  their  otherwise  wholly 
inefficient  mixtures  with  corrosive  sublimate,  iodine,  arsenic,  &lc.,  with  the 
cool  expectation  and  hope,  that  by  bringing  them  into  indiscriminate,  and 
as  far  as  in  them  lies,  universal,  use,  some  lucky  chance-cure  may  increase 
the  credit  of  their  poison  and  of  course  the  profits  of  their  trade.  If 
they  succeed  in  this,  as,  in  punishment  of  the  sins  of  men,  they  now^ 
and  then  do,  the  whole  press  teems  with  pufi^s,  pictures  and  pamphlets, 
and  a  wholesale  poisoning  conuuences  of  as  many  as  fear  or  fancy  that 
they  may  be  guilty,  either  by  acquisition  or  inheritance,  of  any  "  impurity 
of  the  blood."  In  the  meantime,  if,  as  is  likely,  the  dose  is  made  pala- 
table with  spirits  and  bitters,  every  body  "  feels  better,"  "  cannot  do 
without  it,"  while  the  poisonous  effects  are  insidious,  remote,  unrecog- 
nized, and  probably  (an  undesigned  hon>oeopathy)  their  cure  attempted 
by  the  continued  use  of  the  very  agents  which  produced  them.    If  the 
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god  of  gain  in  any  other  men  prompts  a  more  purely  devilish  depravity 
than  is  here  manifested,  they  are  gentlemen  of  whom  1  have  not  heard. 

Such  are  the  character  and  natural  eflects  of  a  few  of  the  untold 
multitude  of  pick-pocket  preparations  with  which,  more  unfortunate  than 
Egypt  of  old,  "  the  whole  land  stinks."  So  that  from  the  infant,  who, 
if  drugs  and  other  "  dunned  practice "  can  do  it,  is  murdered  in  its 
mother's  womb,  or  quieted  in  its  cradle,  to  him  who  escapes  longest,  few 
escape  wholly  the  arrows  of  tliis  artificial  pestilence,  which  both  walks  in 
darkness  and  poisons  at  noonday. 

The  dangers  from  the  popular  and  general  use  of  these  boastful  com- 
positions are  of  three  kinds — dangers  which  do  not  arise  from  natural  do- 
mestic remedies,  of  which  it  is  known  what  and  how  much  they  are 
capable  of  accomplishing.    The  first  is  the  natural  and  inevitable  ten- 
dency of  many  of  them,  as  pills,  bitters,  and  preparations  of  opium  and 
alcohol,  when  their  use  becomes  habitual,  to  destroy  health  and  ulti- 
mately life ;  and  the  nature  of  their  efi'ects  almost  ensures  their  use  be- 
coming habitual  if  it  be  once  commenced.    To  these  may  be  added  the 
more  active  poisons  which  still  sooner  infect  the  system,  although  their 
effects  may  not  always  sooner  manifest  themselves.    The  second  dan- 
ger is  of  ignorance  prescribing  and  giving^  medicines,  which  might  some- 
times, in  skilful  hands,  be  useful,  in  the  wrong  disease  or  in  the  wrong 
stage,  in  which  cases  the  efl^ects  may  be  fatal  by  being  directly  the  con- 
trary of  those  expected  and  promised.    The  third,  and  perhaps  the  great- 
est danger  of  the  three,  is  inseparable  from  the  whole  miserable  list 
without  exception,  that  they  are  liable  to  be  confided  in,  and  especially 
in  attacks  of  acute  disease,  until  the  remedies  which  might  have  saved 
life  are  no  longer  available.    Most  appropriate  here  would  be  the  pro- 
verb which  forbids  to  play  with  edged  tools,  for  medicines  are  two-edged 
instruments,  which  may  be  hurtful  or  fatal  both  in  the  misuse  and  the 
non-use.    Yet  however  obvious  it  may  be  to  one  acquainted  with  the 
subject,  or  even  to  a  moment's  reflection,  that  he  has  need  to  be  well 
instructed  who  gives  either  direction  or  advice  where  health  and  life  are 
involved,  how  few  of  either  sex,  even  the  least  competent,  scruple  to 
take  upon  themselves  that  responsibility,  witli  a  readiness  and  officious- 
ness,  which,  whether  they  indicate  the  more  profound  unconscionsness  of 
their  own  ignorance,  or  the  more  stupid   disregard  of  consequences 
to  others,  it  were  not  easy  to  determine.    But  if  it  ought  not  to  be 
thought  strange  that  ignoiance,  which  hazards  its  own  life,  shoidd  not 
hesitate  to  hazard  that  of  another,  ought  it  not  to  be  reckoned  passing 
strange,  when  physicians,  and  that  not  the  mere  rabble  of  the  profes- 
sion, but  men  of  character  and  reputation,  lend  their  names  to  })romote 
the  circulation  of  sarsaparilla  ?    "The  contents  of  the  bottle  have  been 
made  known  to  them,  and  they  think  it  may  be  useful  in  some  cases — 
they  would  advise  physicians  to  use  it."    And  that  appended  to  a  mix- 
ture puffing  its  way  into  popular  use  !     A  thoughtful  man's  astonish- 
ment can  be  equalled  only  by  his  indignation,  for  if  we  could  suppose 
(which  would  be  very  exemplary  charily  unf!er  the  circumstances)  that 
they  intend  to  encourage  its  use  by  the  profession  only,  do  they  not  de- 
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grade  the  rest  of  us  at  once  to  quacks  ?  For  who  else  than  a  quack  is 
inspired  to  know  when,  or  how,  to  use  safely  a  medicine  of  which  he 
knows  not  the  ingredients?  Can  a  man  of  science,  or  of  conscience, 
prescribe  unknown  nostrums,  unknown  to  liimself,  because,  perchance, 
something  contained  in  them  may  hit  the  nail  on  the  head  ?  Nothing, 
surely,  can  explain  such  facts,  except  the  supposition  of  tlie  most  in- 
credible thoughtlessness;  or  else,  wiiich  in  some  cases  cannot  be  sup- 
posed, of  the  influence  of  the  power  wliich  is  so  potent  over  the  press. 

There  is  another  fact  very  incredible  to  an  honest  man.  Physicians 
themselves  have  put  forth  patent  mixtures  for  popular  use;  but,  by  way 
of  salvo  to  their  consciences,  they  have  directed — at  least,  some  of  them 
— that  the  venders  shall  make  known,  to  all  physicians,  the  ingredients 
of  which  they  consist.  Alas  !  my  brother,  had  you  not  first  forgotten  to  in- 
clude in  your  morning  prayer,  "  Lead  us  not  into  temptation"?  Do 
you  think  that  your  apparent  frankness  and  willingness  to  appeal  to  the 
faculty  that  it  is  a  good  medicine,^^  will  diminish  its  danger  when  pre- 
scribed by  others  .than  the  faculty — the  danger  of  its  indiscriminate, 
injudicious,  ill-timed  and  ill-adapted  use?  Is  it  a  panacea?  Has  it 
such  wonderfid  properties,  that,  taken  in  health,  it  works  no  harm,  and 
that  given  in  any  disease,  in  any  stage  of  it,  in  any  quantity,  it  cures  it  so 
infallibly  that  no  other  treatment  can  ever  be  necessary  ?  so  that  it  can 
never  be  ill-judged  or  ill-timed  ?  That,  sir,  is  the  medicine  to  put  into 
the  hands  of  ignorance  ;  a  sharp  instrument  indeed  it  is,  but  the  edge  is 
always  on  the  right  side,  and  the  most  careless  man  can  neither  hurt  him- 
self or  any  body  else  with  it.  The  out-and-out  quacks  are  more  con- 
sistent in  their  pathology — one  disease  and  one  remedy  ! !  Tliat,  sir,  is 
the  true  law  of  humbug — it  is  simple,  beautiful,  universal  !  like  the  law  of 
gravity,  not  encumbered  with  clumsy  exceptions  on  which  unskilfulness 
may  stumble.  But  yours  is  a  medicine  only  for  coughs.  Well,  then,  ~ 
will  it  cure  any  cough  ?  or,  not  to  make  the  test  too  severe,  will  it  cure 
any  curable  cough  ?  Will  it  cure  any  curable  disease,  in  any  stage  of 
it,  of  which  cough  is  a  symptom,  whether  that  disease  be  in  the  head, 
the  throat,  the  lungs,  the  liver,  the  stomach,  the  spine,  the  kidneys  or  the 
heart  ?  for  disease  in  any  of  these  organs,  and  others  besides,  as  you  very 
well  know,  or  ouglit  to  know,  may  excite  cough.  That  is,  your  cough- 
mixture,  in  order  to  be  safe  for  unskilful  use,  must  be  the  one  medicine  for 
the  one  disease.  Or  until  tliat  is  discovered,  or  at  least  a  specific  for 
each  disease,  and  people  have  learned  to  distinguish  one  disease  from 
another,  is  it  likely  to  promote  the  health  or  morals  of  the  community, 
that  innumerable  poisonous  compounds,  mendaciously  promising  impunity 
to  every  vice,  and  exemption  or  relief  from  every  disease,  should  be  used 
carelessly  and  freely  as  water,  until  they  are  supposed  to  be  more  neces- 
sary, and  are  found  to  be  more  expensive,  than  daily  bread,  so  that  a 
new  clause  would  be  appropriately  added  to  the  Lord's  Prayer,  "  Give 
us  this  day  our  daily  medicine"  ?  Prythee,  dear  doctor,  for  the  good  of 
your  neighbors  and  the  credit  of  your  profession,  leave  quackery  to  the 
quacks,  and  study  the  laws  of  life,  and  perhaps  you  will  find  that  many 
diseases  may  be  relieved  with  very  little  medicine  ;  and  where  that  can- 
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not  be,  since  it  is  always  an  evil,  let  it  be  the  least  of  the  two,  that  the 
remedy,  if  it  cannot  be  avoided,  may  yet,  which  does  not  always  happen 
even  in  professional  hands,  prove  somewhat  less  dangerous  than  the 
disease. 

If,  now,  we  consider  the  various  as[)ect9  and  bearings  of  this  subject, 
will  it  not  be  obvious  to  reflection,  that  nothing  can  deliver  the  con)mu- 
nity  peinianently  from  the  constant  invasion  of  ever  new  swarms  of  the 
unclean  and  all-consuming  locusts  of  quackery,  in  which  its  being  annu- 
ally robbed  of  untold  millions  is  bnt  dnst  in  the  balance  in  comparison 
with  the  waste  of  health  and  of  life,  lhat  nothing  can  uproot  this  stupen- 
dous scheme  of  fraud  and  villany,  except  such  a  knowledge,  universally 
diffused,  of  the  laws  of  life  and  health,  of  the  «^eneral  principles  of  patho- 
logy, of  the  nauu'al  relations  of  the  substances  called  m.edicines  to  the 
human  body,  and  the  ways  in  which,  here,  experience  is  so  liable  to  be- 
come delusive,  that  there  shall  be  no  where  left  any  darkness  of  igno- 
rance in  which  these  workers  of  delusion  and  iniquity  can  hide  them- 
selves ?  For  what  else  than  such  a  light  of  knowledge  in  their  own  pos- 
session, can  give  vision  to  men  who  not  only  are  readily  and  as  it  were 
willingly  led  astray,  but  perversely  and  wilfully  I'eject  every  proffered 
light  and  guidance  derived  from  the  knowledge  of  others  ?  It  is  quite  in 
vain  to  assure  them  that  they  are  l)eino;  cheated  in  their  pockets,  injured 
in  health,  and  endangered  in  their  life.  Ignorance  is  jealous  of  know- 
ledge— sometimes  not  without  reason — and  it  is  often  the  more  confirmed 
in  error  the  more  you  attempt  to  dissuade  it.  If  the  physician  opens  his 
mouth  against  (]nacks  and  quackery,  the  suspicions  of  those  he  would 
benefit  are  at  once  awakened  ; — -it  is  evidence  that  his  crait  is  in  danger ; 
— and  the  mischief  he  seeks  to  diminish  is  only  increased.  And  it  avails 
noiiiin^  to  aitenipl  to  convince  ihem  that  quacks  are  our  fast  friends,  and 
furnish  more  business  than  any  other  single  cause  of  disease.  They 
will  understand  it  that  the  practice  of  medicine  is  a  monopoly,  and  that 
"  iVee  trade  "  in  pills  is  its  natural  enemy.  It  is  a  common  opinion 
among  mankind,  and  has  been  since  the  days  of  faith  in  signatures — 
a  faith  not  yet  extinct — that  medicines  are  natural  remedies,  in  the 
bounty  of  Providence,  for  natural  ills,  diseases  being  the  inscrutable 
infliction  of  Heaven.  iS^othing,  therefore,  is  more  difficult  than  to  per- 
suade a  patient  to  be  cured  without,  or  with  very  little,  medicine.  He 
will  swallow  any  quantity  of  drugs,  but  just  in  j)roportion  as  you  with- 
hold them,  he  withholds  his  confidence.  And  advice  and  direction  to 
return  to  the  conditions,  and  to  obedience  to  the  laws,  of  health,  besides 
that  they  may  require  what  is  out  of  his  power,  and  certainly  require  a 
Very  difficult  energy  and  self-denial  on  his  part,  indicate  also  to  him,  on 
the  part  of  the  physician,  ignorance  of  the  healing  virtues  that  reside 
in  [)lants  medicinal,"  and  lie  dismisses  him  for  a  less  scientific  but  more 
pragmatical  adviser,  or  launches  himself,  under  his  own  pilotage,  upon 
that  sea,  which,  like  Sir  John  Mandeville's  sea  of  sand,  "  no  man  mought 
pass,"  the  shoreless  sea  of  quackery. 

An  honest  man  might  be  well  nigfi  tempted,  as  probably  some  have 
been  quite  tempted,  to  undertake  the  cure  of  humbug  homceopathically  ; 
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for  if  he  but  combine  science  with  some  harmless  charlatanry,  which,  like 
the  stone  in  Gil  Bias's  broth,  shall  serve  as  food  for  wonder,  and  more- 
over keep  up  [lis  credit,  and  convince  gainsayers  that  "  some  things  can 
be  done  as  well  as  others,"  he  will  find  comparatively  little  difficulty  in 
enforcing  obedience  to  what  science  may  direct.  A  strict  regulation  of 
rii(;t  and  sleep,  with  active  exercise  or  labor  in  the  open  air,  and  other 
conformities  to  Nature,  will  cure  many  chronic  complaints  incurable  by 
mere  medicine  ;  and  tlie  millionth  part  of  a  grain,  even  of  chalk  or  mag- 
nesia, will  not  oft(^n  interfere  with  the  process  ;  and  a  reasonal)ie  quantity 
of  hydropathic  (lipping  and  drenching,  not  only  does  not  impede  it,  but, 
in  many  cases,  is  quite  indispensable  to  its  success. 

Thus  it  is  manifest  beyond  all.  or  at  least  beyond  all  other  than  cap- 
tious, question,  that  knowledge,  the  active  and  eneigetic  exercise  of  the 
voluntary  function  of  the  brain,  is,  for  every  individual,  a  condition  never 
to  be  forgotten,  of  the  realization  of  the  very  first  ends  of  the  organism — 
its  own  perfection  and  preservation.  This  function  can  never  safely  remain 
latent.    Tlie  machine  cannot  work  out  these  products  without  it.  For 
if  Nature  required  of  us  less  exenq)tion  from  error,  if  she  were  more  leni- 
ent, and  there  were  less  danger  from  her  displeasure,  how  should  we  de- 
fend ourselves  against  mew,  always,  and  every  where,  the  most  dangerous 
enemies  of  man?    But  not  only  must  there  be  cultivation  and  activity 
of  the  intellect,  there  must  be  knowledge  of  these  very  laws  and  rela- 
tions— of  the  hurjian  body  of  which  we  have  been  speaking.    Yet  here, 
out  of  a  part  of  the  medical  profession,  ignorance  is  all  but  universal. 
An  ignorance  which  even  public  education  almost,  or  altogether,  over- 
looks.    Hence  educated  men  often  have  so  little  of  this  knowleflge, 
which  is  the  condition  of  the  value  and  efficiency  of  all  other  knowledge, 
that  they  not  only  forfeit  their  faculties,  health  and  life,  and  at  the  same 
time,  not  unfrequently,  reckon  themselves  martyrs  to  duty  while  in  the 
violation  of  its  very  first  principles;  but  for  the  same  reason,  the  other- 
wise better  informed  classes  of  the  community,  and  especially  the  clergy, 
are  by  no  means  among  the  least  liable  to  medical  delusions,  and  are, 
certainly,  the  most  efficient,  because  the  most  influential,  promoters  of 
the  interests,  and  of  course  of  the  mischiefs,  of  medical  empirics  and 
mountebanks.  Two  popular  errors  are,  if  not  innate,  ingrained  in  the  hu- 
man mind.    They  descend,  if  not  by  propagation,  by  some  other  trans- 
mission, from  generation  to  generation.    Like  original  sin,  they  are  an 
hereditary  taint  of  the  race.    One  of  these  is,  that  diseases  are  an  arbi- 
trary and  mysterious  infliction  of  the  Deity  ;  and  the  other,  that  health  is, 
often,  to  be  pursued,  and  always,  restored,  by  the  use  of  substances  call- 
ed medicines,  preventive  or  reniedial,  externally  or  internally  applied. 
The  consequence  is,  that  instead  of  investigating  accurately  the  condi- 
tions of  health  in  order  to  prevent  disease,  we  remain,  for  the  most  part, 
stupidly  or  wilfully  ignorant  until  the  evil  has  befallen  us,  and  then,  with 
officious  and  intermeddling  distrust,  instead  of  co-operating  with  the  re- 
storative powers  of  Nature,  by  placing  ourselves  under  their  influence, 
and  yielding  obedience  to  her  laws,  we  place  ourselves  in  still  more  un- 
natural conditions^  do  ourselves  up  in  outside  skeletons,  and  commence 
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to  swallow  in  succession  all  known  substances,  if  perchance  the  antidote 
to  our  disease  may  be  found  among  ihem.  Before  these  false  opinions, 
the  basis  of  our  delusions,  can  be  eradicated — before  we  can  conform  to 
all  the  conditions  of  the  preservation  of  health,  and  of  its  restoration,  when 
the  offence  against  nature  is  not  capilid — before  we  shall  avoid  increasing 
the  ills  we  ignorantly  attempt  to  remove — before  we  can  understand  the 
natural  relations  of  our  own  organism  inward  and  outward,  so  far  as  they 
are  directly  or  indirectly  under  our  control,  of  i)ow  many  departments  of 
Nature  and  of  man  must  we  first  acquire  knowledge  !  And  before  all 
these  relations  are  so  adjusted  that  man  shall  attain  to  his  natural  period 
of  life,  we  shall  be  convinced  that  Nature  does  not  intend  the  brain  to  be, 
for  any,  a  supernumerary  oj-gan,  and  that  the  full  performance  of  its  volun- 
tary function,  not  less  than  that  of  the  voluntary  muscles,  is  one  of  the 
indispensable  conditions  of  our  physiological  well-being. 


ENORMOUS  ABDOMINAL  TUMOR. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Stirgical  Journal.] 

At  a  ijost-mortem  examination  that  took  place  in  this  city  on  the  24th 
inst.,  an  immense  tumor,  weighing  114^  pounds,  was  removed  from  the 
body. 

The  history  of  the  case  is  this.  S.  P.  R.,  a  laboring  man,  of  medium 
stature,  and  of  rather  intemperate  habits,  aged  about  60  years,  received 
a  strain  from  some  cause,  about  two  years  ago.  Soon  after,  his  abdomen 
commenced  enlarging,  and  continued  to  increase  until  his  death,  when 
he  had  obtained  the  enormous  girth  of  6  feet  and  11  inche'S.  The 
lower  extremities  and  back  were  anasarcous,  and  a  distinct  fluctuation 
could  be  felt  on  percussing  the  abdomen.  The  operation  of  paracentesis 
abdominis  had  been  performed  by  Dr.  P.  H.  Hard,  of  this  city,  in  two 
different  places,  but  without  much  success,  as  he  only  obtained  a  very 
small  quantity  of  water.  He  was  seen  by  several  physicians  before  his 
death,  and  it  was  the  opinion  of  all  (I  believe  without  an  exception)  that 
it  was  a  ase  of  encysted  dropsy.  They  were  the  more  confirmed  in  this 
opinion,  from  the  ability  which  the  patient  retained  to  the  last,  of  having 
his  position  changed  without  interfering  witli  the  functions  of  the  lungs, 
or  other  organs,  in  any  great  degree.  He  took,  during  his  illness,  but  a 
small  quantity  of  food,  but  was  in  the  habit  of  using  some  stimulus 
every  day. 

Upon  opening  the  body,  a  very  small  quantity  of  water  was  found 
within  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen.  The  viscera  mostly  lay  posterior 
to  the  tumor,  and  were  quite  healthy  (with  the  exception  of  the  colon, 
which  showed  some  signs  of  inflammation,  where  it  passed  over,  ante- 
riorly, the  tumor),  though  they  were  very  much  compressed.  The  lungs 
were  forced  into  a  small  space  in  the  upper  part  of  the  thorax.  The 
heart  was  about  half  tlie  natural  size,  and  the  pericardium  contained 
nearly  a  pint  of  water.  The  liver  was  about  half  as  large  as  usual, 
but  otherwise  perfectly  healthy.    Stomach,  intestines,  &&c.,  were  very 
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much  contracted  in  size,  but  generally  healthy  in  appearance.  The  tu- 
mor had  its  origin  in  the  mesenteric  glands  near  the  region  of  the  left 
kidney,  which  was  wanting,  as  it  could  not  be  found,  either  in  the 
body  or  the  tumor. 

On  dissecting  the  tumor,  the  superior  and  larger  portion  was  found 
to  consist  of  a  very  large  number  of  sacs,  or  cysts,  of  various  sizes,  and 
bound  together  by  strong  ligamentous  bands,  and  containing  a  semi- 
transparent  jelly,  and  water.  The  jelly,  or  fibrine,  was  organized,  for 
though  it  would  oscillate  and  \vaver,  upon  percussion,  it  could  only  be 
broken  up,  or  destroyed,  with  difficulty.  Some  of  the  sacs  contained 
the  fibrine  alone  ;  others  contained  it  with  a  small  quantity  of  water  ;  and 
others  contained  water  only. 

About  one  eighth  part  of  the  posterior  and  inferior  portion  consisted 
of  a  semi-cartilaginous  substance,  very  hard,  and  containing  some  points 
of  ossification — presenting,  when  divided,  very  much  the  appearance  ot 
the  mammary  gland  of  the  cow,  and  showing  some  indications  of  as- 
suming a  malignant  or  carcinomatous  chaiacter.  Enveloped  within  the 
substance  of  tlie  tumor,  were  several  enlarged  mesenteric  glands,  ap- 
proximating and  assuming  the  semi-cartilaginous  character  of  the  base  ol 
the  tumor. 

The  specific  gravity  was  more  than  that  of  water ;  for  the  whole  tu- 
mor was  contained  in  a  wash-tub  that  would  not  hold  100  pounds  of  wa- 
ter. Drs.  Hard  and  Dunton  conducted  the  examination,  and  the  weight 
of  the  tumor  was  witnessed  by  several  persons,  besides  the  members  of 
the  profession  wlio  were  present.  A.  H.  Steele,  M.D. 

Oswego,  N.  Y.,  Aug,  2Sth,  1848. 


LEDOYKxN'S  DISINFECTING  FLUID. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bostoji  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  unwilling  to  burden  your  pages  with  replies 
to  correspondents,  who  have  noticed,  from  titne  to  time,  "  Ledoyen's 
Disinfecting  Fluid,"  and  you  will  please  take  this  as  the  only  reason  why 
I  have  not  done  so.  But  tin?  article  which  appeared  in  the  Journal  for  12th 
July,  requires  a  brief  answer.  It  would  have  been  replied  to  earlier, 
but  I  have  waited  for  facts  from  one  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
them,  which  will  be  found  IjcIov/.  Your  coirespondent,"  Z.  B.  A.,  no 
doubt  thought  lie  w^as  doing  justice  to  the  public  in  the  publication  of 
his  article.  So  I  would  fain  pul)lish  this  reply  to  do  justice  to  Mons. 
licdoyen  and  his  disinfecting  flnifl.  Z.  B.  A.  quotes  from  the  London 
Medical  Gazette,  for  Jan.  1843,  in  which  the  following  paragraphs  oc- 
cur: — "The  question  of  disinfecting  tlie  wards  of  fever  hospitals  by 
different  compounds,  which  have  of  late  l)een  puffed  into  a  most  unde- 
served notoriety  by  parliamentary  and  other  documents,  has  received  a 
fearful  solution  in  the  death  fiom  fever  of  one  of  the  most  active  ex- 
perimentalists. Col.  Calvei-t."  "  M.  Ledoyen  has  himself  sufi^ered  from 
an  attack  of  typhus,  and  is  now,  as  we  learn,  on  his  way  home  to  England*'* 
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It  is  not  my  business  to  defend  the  British  Government  from  tliis 
wholesale  slander,  but  only  to  look  to  the  interests  of  those  with  whom  1 
am  connected.  The  following  certificate  is  given  by  one  who  was  well 
acquainted  with  the  above-named  gentlemen,  and  who  was  a  boarder 
at  the  Albion  Hotel  in  Quebec,  with  them,  at  the  tin)e  when  Col.  Cal- 
vert sickened  and  died.  It  will  place  the  above  false  statenients  of  the 
London  Medical  Gazette  in  their  true  light.  T.  R.  Hawly. 

Quebec,  Canada,  Aug.  120,  1818. 

"Mr.  T.  R.  Hawly.— My  dear  Sir,— Yours  of  the  19th  is  received, 
and  contents  noted.  In  reply,  I  most  cheerfully  give  you  the  following  ; 
the  more  so,  as  it  will  correct  Gilse  statements. 

"  I,  Peter  Poulin,  of  the  city  and  State  of  New  York,  now^  a  tempo- 
rary resident  here,  and  personally  acquainted  with  Mons.  Jean  Ledoyen, 
of  Paris,  France,  chemist,  proprietor  and  compounder  of  a  chemical  pre- 
paration, commonly  called  '  Ledoyen's  Disinfecting  Fluid,'  and  also 
with  the  late  Col.  Calvert,  who  accompanied  him  to  the  British  Pro- 
vinces, under  the  direction  and  patronage  of  the  British  Government,  was 
with  them  during  the  sickness  and  subsequent  death  of  Col.  Calvert,  and 
the  illness  of  Mons.  Ledoyen.  And  I  hereby  certify,  that  the  cnuse  of 
the  death  of  Col.  Calvert  was  a  matter  of  controversy  with  the  attend- 
ing physicians,  and  they  were  unable  to  decide  whether  he  died  of  fever, 
or  whether  his  death  was  induced  by  long-continued  habits  of  intoxica- 
tion ;  that  he  died  at  the  age  of  70  years,  and  was  said  to  have  been  in 
the  use  of  ardent  spirits  from  youth  ;  that  Mons.  Ledoyen  was  but  slightly 
indisposed,  occasioned  by  excessive  labor  among  the  sick,  but  was  not 
confined  to  his  bed,  neither  called,  or  had  a  medical  attendant,  though  at 
the  age  of  about  70  years;  that  his  sickness  was  not  fever;  that  he  did 
not  return  to  Paris  until  March  8,  1848,  after  he  had  been  in  the  Unit- 
ed States  months,  visiting  Washington,  and  some  of  the  principal  cities 
of  the  different  States. 

"  Witness,  F.  R.  Hawkes.  (Signed)       Peter  Poulin." 


ADDITIONAL    PARTICULARS    IN  THE   LIFE   OF  THE  LATE  DR  O. 

PARTRIDGE. 

[A  LETTER  from  Dr.  S.  W.  Williams,  the  writer  of  the  memoir  in  our 
last  number,  containing  some  further  particulars  respecting  the  late  Dr. 
Partridge,  was  received  too  late  for  them  to  be  inserted  in  their  proper 
place  in  the  memoir.    An  abridgement  of  them  is  given  below.] 

I  have  stated  that  I  believed  he  early  united  himself  with  the  church  in 
Stockbridge.  It  seems  this  is  a  mistake.  A  writer  in  the  Massachusetts 
Eagle  says  : — "  Though  not  a  professor  of  religion,  he  was  decidedly  a 
religious  man.  Some  peculiar  views  which  he  held  upon  a  non-essential 
point,  he  deemed  sufficient  justification  for  not  uniting  with  the  church  to 
whose  cardinal  doctrines  he  heartily  subscribed.  But,  if  not  a  professor, 
he  was  a  lover  of  the  Gospel,  and  a  conscientious  contributor  to  its  sup- 
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port.  Its  doctrines  were  his  study  during  life,  his  solace  amidst  the  in- 
firmities of  age,  and  they  crowned  with  glory  his  final  hours." 

"  Soon  after  entering  upon  his  profession,  the  revolutionary  war  broke 
out;  and  sympathizing  with  his  countrymen,  when  the  news  of  Bur- 
goyne's  approach  to  Bennington  came  thundering  down  the  country, 
and  the  stout  yeomanry,  seizing  their  arms,  hastened  to  repel  the  invaders. 
Dr.  P.  followed  tlie  Berkshire  detachment  to  the  scene  of  action,  and 
rendered  the  aid  of  his  professional  skill  to  both  friend  and  foe,  after  that 
field  of  glory  had  been  won  by  the  Continental  arms.  As  a  friend  of 
subordination  and  law,  he  rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the  malcon- 
tents in  the  time  of  the  "Shay's  Rebellion,"  and  was  one  of  the  forty 
citizens  who  were  seized  by  the  insurgents  on  their  irruption  into 
Stockbridge,  Feb.  26,  1787.  He  was  carried  by  them  to  Great  Bar- 
rington,  but  released  before  the  battle  of  Sheffield,  which  occurred  in  the 
afternoon  of  die  same  day.  After  tliat,  he  continued  in  the  peaceful 
practice  of  his  art,  acquiring  esteem  and  influence  among  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  was  honored  with  their  confidence,  and  with  various  offices  in 
their  gift. 

"  He  was  probably  the  only  man  living  who  remembered  Col.  Ephraim 
Williams,  the  founder  of  Williams  College.  He  was  a  child  of  four 
years  when  that  gallant  officer  stopped  at  his  father's  house  on  his  way 
to  Albany,  to  join  the  regiment,  at  the  head  of  which  he  was  shortly 
after  killed,  near  Lake  George,  Sept.  8,  1755.  He  described  him  as  a 
portly,  dark-complexioned,  fine-looking  man,  and  his  soldierly  bearing 
and  dress  made  an  ineffaceable  impression  upon  the  little  urchin  he  held 
upon  his  knee." 


VALUABLE  SUGGESTION. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Having  been  called  recently  to  a  case  in  which  it  seemed  neces- 
sary to  use  chloroform,  according  to  my  usual  custom  I  poured  some 
upon  a  sponge,  and  applied  it  to  the  mouth  and  nose  of  the  patient. 
A  young  gentleman  standing  by  (Mr.  Field,  a  medical  student  of  this 
city),  remarked,  that  it  had  often  occurred  to  him,  if  some  means  could 
be  used  to  prevent  the  rapid  evaporation  of  the  chloroform  from  the  ex- 
ternal surltice  of  the  sponge,  the  desired  effect  might  be  produced  in  a 
much  shorter  time,  and  with  the  expenditure  of  much  less  chloroform. 
He  thought  the  usual  conical-shaped  sponge  (the  best  inhaler  yet  in- 
troduced) might  be  covered  with  gold-beater's  skin  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  secure  the  wished-for  result,  leaving  a  circular  aperture  in  the 
apex,  of  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  for  the  admission  of  air.  Acting 
upon  Mr.  F.'s  suggestion,  I  had  one  prepared  in  the  manner  described, 
and  I  have  been  absolutely  surprised  at  the  amount  of  time  and  chloro-^ 
form  saved  by  tills  experiment.    One  fourth  the  amount  usually  employ 
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ed  will  produce  complete  insensibility  in  one  half  the  time  required  by 
any  other  inhaler. 

1  would  cordially  recommend  the  sponge  thus  prepared  to  all  those 
who  have  occasion  to  make  use  of  chlorofoim  or  sulphuiic  ether. 

Boston,  September,  1848.  Respectfully  yours,  P. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    SEPTEMBER    13,  1818. 


Deaths  from  Chloroform. — The  foreign  Medical  Journals  contain  ac- 
counts of  deaths  which  have  taken  place  after  the  use  of  chloroform- 
some  of  which  were  apparently  caused  by  the  use  of  that  article  in  un- 
suitable cases,  and  others  in  all  probability  had  no  other  connection  with 
such  use  than  that  of  merely  succeeding  it.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Bad- 
ger, of  London,  on  whose  body  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  1st  of  July, 
a  verdict  was  rendered  that  he  "  died  from  the  mortal  effects  produced 
by  the  inhalation  of  chloroform  upon  a  heart  extensively  diseased  and 
greatly  obstructed  in  its  action  by  a  liver  much  enlarged  beyond  its  natural 
size."  This,  and  other  similar  cases,  together  with  the  extensive  experi- 
ments made  some  months  ago  in  London  by  Mr.  Wakley,  show,  that 
though  chloroform  may  often  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  deaths  which 
are  hastily  attributed  to  its  use,  yet  a  cautious  discrimination  is  always  and 
everywhere  necessary  in  its  administration.  Some  of  the  conclusions  of 
Mr.  Wakley,  founded  on  the  above-named  experiments,  are  important  in 
this  connection,  and  we  therefore  copy  them  below. 

"  The  results  of  some  of  the  above  experiments  warrant,  I  think,  an 
important  practical  application.  On  some  points,  at  least,  no  room  remains 
for  doubt.  An  examination  of  two  or  three  facts  irresistibly  impels  the 
mind  to  this  conclusion.  Only  four  days  previously  to  the  death  of  that 
celebrated  surgeon,  whose  loss  is  truly  a  national  calamity,  the  sufferer 
himself,  while  laboring  under  a  paroxysm  of  dyspnoea,  thought  that  he 
might  possibly  find  relief  from  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  chloroform. 
The  suggestion  was  adopted  ;  the  vapor  was  administered,  but  necessa- 
rily without  any  beneficial  result.  Why  necessarily  ?  Because  (he  post' 
mortem  examination  exhibited  lungs  that  were  '  engorged  throughout,' 
and  an  '  aneurismal  sac  '  near  to  the  heart.  Under  such  circumstances 
of  disease,  and  in  such  a  condition  of  the  lungs,  a  more  unfortunate  or  dan- 
gerous remedial  agent  than  the  chloroform  could  not  have  been  employed. 
This  is  now  incontestably  proved  by  the  dissections  in  the  instances  in 
which  death  followed  the  experiments  which  I  have  just  recorded.  The 
examinations  prove  that  blood,  almost  blacU,  had  collected  in  the  heart  and 
lungs,  and  the  great  vessels  connected  with  tho-e  organs,  to  a  degree  of  in- 
tensity which  was  probably  never  surpassed.  Anything  of  the  kind  more 
striking  probably  was  never  witnessed  \n  post-mortem,  ex^xmn^Uons.  What, 
then,  is  the  practical  application  of  the  facts  which  are  thus  brought  un^r 
our  consideration  ?  Why,  obviously  and  necessarily,  that  when  there  ex- 
ists any  disease  of  the  heart,  any  aneurism  near  to  the  heart,  any  threaten- 
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ing-  dyspncEa,  or  any  tendency  to  an  'engorgement  of  the  lungs,'  it  would 
be  highly  imprudent  to  recommend  the  inhalation  of  the  vapor  of  chloro- 
form or  of  ether;  but  that  in  any  of  the  abnormal  conditions  here  describ- 
ed, should  the  practitioner  determine  upon  employing  one  of  the  two  agents 
in  question,  assuredly  the  more  dangerous  one  of  the  two  would  be  found 
in  the  vapor  of  chloroform." 


The  Nno  York  Board  of  Health, — A  correspondent  in  New  York,  a 
short  time  since,  in  a  note  to  the  editor,  requested  that  we  would  "  Uow  up 
the  quarantine  regulations  "  of  that  port,  which  he  says  are  "  the  essence  of 
absurdity.''  However  desirous  we  may  be  to  oblige  the  gentleman  in  all 
reasonable  requests,  and  notwithstanding  the  interest  we  feel  in  every  thing 
relating  to  the  public  health  in  that  great  city,  our  position  in  this  matter 
is  not  unlike  that  of  the  stranger,  who  being  present  at  a  very  solemn  meet- 
ing, when  the  people  were  melted  by  their  sympathies  into  tears,  and  be- 
ing asked  why  he  did  not  vveep  also,  replied,  "  I  belong  to  another  parish." 
Yet  we  will  take  the  liberty  of  saying,  that  in  our  opinion  a  great  and 
wholly  uncalled-for  alarm  was  excited  in  New  York  by  the  late  official 
announcement  that  yellow  fever  existed  at  the  quarantine  ground.  That 
w^as,  at  least,  an  indiscreet  measure,  so  far  as  publicity  was  given  to  it  by 
the  press.  A  susceptibility  to  the  disease,  whatever  it  might  be,  must 
have  been  created  by  the  announcement.  Fortunately,  however,  common 
sense  triumphed,  and  only  a  few  cases  were  developed.  If  a  little- more 
of  the  horrific  had  been  infused  into  the  report,  the  spread  of  the  fever 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  actually  taken  place.  But  even  if  it  had 
not,  a  worse  measure  could  not  have  been  devised  in  regard  to  the  business 
and  trade  of  the  city,  since  country  purchasers  invariably  flee  from  reputed 
pestilence  and  plague-stricken  cities. 

This  being  an  age  of  intelligence,  wonders  scarcely  live  ;  certainly, 
they  seldom  reach  the  venerable  age  of  nine  days,  the  constitutional 
period  for  remaining  astonished  at  what  cannot  be  comprehended.  Hence 
it  is  not  worth  the  labor  to  beat  the  air  in  a  rage,  or  attempt  annihilating 
those  fat  functionaries  of  the  Board  of  Health,  because  they  acted  precisely 
as  such  bodies  generally  do  under  like  circumstances,  viz.,  increase  the 
risk  of  the  spread  of  fever  a  hundred  fold,  by  bulletins  intended  to  quiet 
the  rising  apprehensions  of  the  multitude.  We  do  not,  therefore,  see  our 
way  clear  to  bloio  up,  according  to  request,  the  grave  guardians  of  the  pub- 
lic health  in  New  York. 

When  any  unusual  manifestations  of  disease  are  noticed  at  the  quaran- 
tine station  of  the  port  of  Boston,  it  has  been  the  policy  of  those  most 
fatniliar  with  the  department,  to  keep  perfectly  cool,  and  say  no  more  than 
is  absolutely  necessary,  till  the  anomalous  appearances  are  fully  under- 
stood. Without  pretending  to  be  models  for  others,  we  may  say  that  this 
course  has  invariably  proved  most  satisfactory.  Opportunities  occur  an- 
nually for  starting  a  hue  and  cry  about  some  terrible  sickness,  that  would 
ruin  half  the  commerce  of  the  city,  if  addle-headed  men  had  the  control. 


Water-Cure  Almanac. — The  tricks  of  trnde  are  ingeniously  multiplied 
and  extensively  practised  in  our  day.  One  would  suppose  that  if  one  half 
was  true  that  is  asserted  by  water-curers,  a  resort  to  a  miserable  back-door 
advertisings  sheet,  under  the  inoffending  title  of  Almanac,  would  be  un- 
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necessary.  Bm  a  perpetual  blast  of  the  trumpet  must  be  kept  up,  or  cus- 
tomers will  fall  off. 

All  sorts  of  interests  are  quacked  into  notoriety  throuo-h  almanacs,  ex- 
pressly designed  to  creep,  snail-like,  into  all  kinds  of  dwellings,  in  so  hum- 
ble a  form  as  not  to  have  the  object  suspected.  However,  the  cloven  foot 
cannot  be  conc!>aled.  Joel  Shew,  M.D.,  the  hero  of  this  almanac,  can- 
not feel  much  flattered  with  the  coarse  wood-cut  on  the  title-page.  Those 
large,  fierce  eyes  have  none  of  the  mildness  of  the  moon-beams  in  them. 

Wash  and  he  clean  " — a  quotation  staring  one  in  the  f^ice  from  the  top 
of  the  page,  is  imperative,  and  should  be  universally  obeyed.  But  there 
is  no  command  emnnating  from  the  same  unquestioned  authority,  which 
says,  "go  to  a  professed  water-ciirer ,  he  douched^  and  'pay  a  tremendous  fee 
for  ity  Knowing  very  well  that  it  is  impossible  to  convince  people  that 
they  are  egregiously  imposed  upon  by  knavish  quacks,  and  being  satis- 
fied that  there  is  an  indescribable  kind  of  happiness  in  the  delusion  of  being 
cured  by  new  methods,  we  shnll  not  quarrel  with,  but  laugh  at,  the  folly 
which  we  see  exhibited  by  hydropathists. 

Treatment  of  Cliolera.  —  Dr.  Maxwell,  of  Calcutta,  who  has  lately  pub- 
lished a  "  Key  to  the  Cholera  "  (he  himself  having  had  three  attacks  of 
the  disease),  thus  alludes  to  his  recovery  from  the  last  attack.  Our  quo- 
tation commences  after  his  description  of  the  occurrence  of  the  charac- 
teristic spasms. 

"  The  thirst,  however,  became  worse  and  worse,  and  I  determined  to 
relieve  it  at  all  hazards,  and  not  add  misery  to  death.  Having  made 
up  my  mind,  the  next  point  was  the  choice  of  the  particular  beve- 
rage ;  there  was  plain  water,  whey  and  barley-water,  gruel,  congee, 
&;c.,  wine  and  water,  brandy  and  water,  &c.  To  the  last  of  these  I 
had  a  repugnance,  as  every  one  has  in  fully-formed  cholera,  and  the 
others  would  require  time  and  direction  for  their  preparation,  which 
my  disease  was  not  able  to  afford,  or  I  to  give.  Whilst  thus  ruminat- 
ing, my  eye  accidentally  fell  upon  a  packet  of  effervescing  soda  powders 
standing  among  a  crowd  of  other  remedies  and  nostrums  on  the  table.  It 
immediately  took  my  fancy  ;  it  struck  me  as  the  very  thing  I  wanted, 
and  without  further  delay  I  pointed  to  it,  and  made  signs  for  a  copious 
draught  thereof.  It  was  soon  made  and  soon  swallowed;  it  was  extremely 
refreshing  and  agreeable,  and  the  thirst  was  allayed  ;  no  nausea  succeeded, 
and  the  pleasing  anticipation  remained  of  having  a  rf^petition  of  the 
draught  whenever  I  desired.  This  I  was  not  long  in  desiring;  in  fact, 
almost  immediately  after  I  swallowed  another,  and  continued  repeating  it 
whenever  the  thirst  became  urgent.  Instead  of  retrograding:  or  remaining 
stationary,  I  b^gan  to  improve  ;  the  stools  became  easier,  and  the  spasms 
less  vigorous  and  vicious. 

"  I  experienced  an  inclination  to  sleep,  a  desire  to  be  covered  up,  and 
for  something  hot  to  drink  (these  are  the  best  signs,  they  point  out  the  dis- 
ease escaping  from  the  collapse  stage).  I  had  a  large  tumbler  full  of  very 
warm  but  weak  brandy  and  water  made,  and  drank  it  off.  I  fell  asleep 
and  had  five  or  six  hours  of  sound  repose.  I  awoke  bathed  in  perspira- 
tion, and  with  the  exception  of  a  little  stiffness  and  considerable  thirst,  I 
felt  perfectly  well.  The  thirst  was  again  relieved  by  the  effervescing 
draughts,  and  I  followed  up  the  principle  with  a  couple  of  dishes  of  thai 
KDost  delectable  and  pre-eminent  of  all  stomachics,  tea." 
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Citrate  of  Iron. — Oar  friend  Edward  Parrish  has  shown  us  a  sijrup  of 
citrate  of  iron,  which  appears  to  be  a  good  preparation.  He  first  prepares 
a  nnoist  prolocarbonate  of  iron,  by  mixing  together  solutions  of  sulphate  of 
iron  and  carbonate  of  soda,  precisely  as  directed  for  Vallet's  ferruginous 
mass,  and  washing  with  sweetened  water.  This  is  then  dissolved  by  means 
of  a  slight  ex'cess  of  citric  acid  in  water,  and  evaporated  to  dryness.  A 
greenish,  deliquescent,  freely  soluble,  uncrystallizable  salt  results,  the  taste 
of  which  is  ferruginous,  but  not  very  unpleasant.  To  make  the  syrup,  one 
ounce  (troy)  of  this  salt  is  dissolved  in  five  fluid  ounces  of  simple  syrup, 
which  is  easily  effected,  and  forms  a  dark  greenish-brown  liquid.  The 
dose  is  from  thirty  drops  to  a  leaspoonful.  The  syrup  of  citrate  of  iron  of 
Beral  is  a  saccharine  solution  of  the  citrates  of  anmionia  and  sesquioxide 
of  iron. — Amer.  Jour,  of  Pharmacy. 


Advantage  of  Rail  Roads  and  the  Telegraph  to  the  Profession. — We 
recently  made  the  journey  of  542  miles,  performed  an  operation  (remain- 
ing twelve  hours  with  the  patient),  lost  comparatively  no  sleep,  and  were 
absent  from  home  only  tifty-oue  hours — two  days  and  three  hours.  The 
arrangements  were  made  by  the  telegraph,  and  the  travelling  done  by 
rail- way. — Souther7i  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 


U.  S.  Naval  Surgeons. — A  Board  of  Naval  Surgeons  will  assemble  at 
Philadelphia,  October  2oih,for  the  examination  of  candidates  for  admission 
into  the  Navy  as  Assistant  Surgeons.  Persons  who  are  21  and  not  over 
28  years  old,  desiring  to  appear  before  the  Board,  can  receive  permission 
by  making  application,  accompanied  by  proper  testimonials,  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy. — Union. 


Mortality  in  Lynn. — The  present  season  has  been  unusually  sickly  in 
Lynn,  Mass.  In  August  there  were  75  deaths,  and  from  the  1st  to  the  7lh 
September,  there  were  23.  The  average  annual  deaths  number  about  250. 
In  the  burial  ground  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  town,  where  about  half  that 
number  are  interred  annually,  in  August  56  interments  were  made.  Many 
adults  are  included  in  the  number,  from  a  peculiarly  fatal  type  of  the  diar- 
rhoea. 


Page  100,  of  this  Journal,  line  3,  for  fascienti  read  fasciculi. 

A  t>el  of  the  volumes  alkuled  io  l>y  our  Iriend  in  Monueal,  tn:i  lie  furnished  at  this  office.  They 
are  uniformly  bound  and  lettered,  are  nineteen  in  number,  and  the  price  is  ^28,50. 


Married,— At  Portsea,  Eng.,  Dr.  E.  P.  Irving  to  IMiss  A.  J.  Clarributt. 


Died, — At  Waynesville,  111.,  Dr.  Dailenger,  killed  by  a  lawyer  in  the  street. — At  Marlboro', 
Mass.,  Dr  John  Baker,  66. 


Report  pf  Deaths  ui  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Sept.  9,97 — IMales,  47 — females.  50. — 
Of  consumption.  9 — disease  of  the  bowels,  28 — dysentery,  25 — typhus  fever,  2 — scarlet  fever, 

1 — lung  fever,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — 'utaiitile,  9 — teething,  1 — old  age,  4 — marasmus.  3 — 

child-bed,  2 — cancer,  1 — measles,  1 — lock-jaw,  ] — tumor  on  "the  brain,  1 — inflammation  of  the 

lungs,  1 — suicide,  1 — canker,  1 — dropsy  on  the  chest,  1 — dropsy,  1. 

Under  5  years,  57 — between  5  and  20  years,  5— between  20  and  40  years,  18 — between  40 

and  60  years,  8 — over  60  years.  9. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — A  Boston  boy,  named  George  Blanchavd,  whose 
height  is  6  feet  7J  inches,  and  his  weight  306.^  pounds,  says  the  Boston 
Journal,  was  born  on  the  Sih  of  March,  1829,  and  consequenily  is  but  19 
years  and  5  months  old. — The  Book  of  Health  for  the  Million  has  appeared 
in  Boston,  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  one  who  is  supposed  not  to 
know  much  about  the  matter. — A  year  ago  the  16th  of  last  April,  Dr. 
Webb,  living  in  Windham,  Conn.,  a  man  in  easy  circumstances,  and  en- 
joying a  good  practice  as  a  physician,  in  comparjy  with  his  family,  spent 
an  evening  in  visiting  the  fimily  of  Mr.  Clemence  Dyer,  with  whom  they 
were  on  friendly  terms.  After  their  return.  Dr.  Webb  immediately  retired 
to  his  barn  and  committed  suicide  by  hanging  himself,  no  adequate  cause 
ever  having  been  assigned.  Subsequently,  a  Dr.  Litchfield  became  his 
successor  in  practice,  moved  into  the  house  occupied  by  Dr.  Webb,  and 
with  his  family,  on  Friday  evening,  the  Hth  ult.,  visited  and  spent  the 
evening  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Dyer,  and  after  returning,  went  to  the  barn 
and  hung  himself,  on  the  same  timber  and  within  a  foot  of  the  same  place 
where  his  predecessor  had  committed  the  same  rash  act,  a  little  more  than 
a  year  ago  ;  laying  his  hat  upon  the  same  spot  where  that  of  Dr.  W.  was 
found.  Both  gentlemen  sustained  excellent  characters,  and  left  interesting 
families.  Dr.  L.  had  been  a  subscriber  to  this  Journal  for  the  last  12  or  14 
years. — The  Green  Mountain  Spring,  the  official  organ  of  the  Brattleboro' 
hydropathic  establishment,  attempts  to  be  particularly  smart  in  its  com- 
ments on  the  article  that  appeared  in  this  Journal  in  relation  to  the  inter- 
ference of  clergymen  with  physicians. — Dr.  Grimshaw,  who  went  to  Mexi- 
co as  a  private  in  the  ranks,  and  was  subsequently  commissioned  by  the 
President  a  surgeon's  mate,  has  returned  home. — Mr.  Fininley,  a  surgical 
instrument  maker,  for  many  years  employed  by  Weiss  &  Evans,  London, 
has  established  himself  at  No.  22  School  Street,  in  Boston. — Dr.  Morrill 
made  a  splendid  balloon  ascension  in  Boston  on  Saturday,  September  2. — 
By  mistake,  Dr.  Mann,  instead  of  Manning,  was  mentioned  in  the  Journal 
a  while  since,  as  the  inventor  of  the  ingenious  and  valuable  apparatus  for 
managing  fractured  jaws. 


Artificial  Paralysis. — Mr.  M'Nunneley,  surgeon,  of  Leeds,  England,  has 
for  a  considerable  time  been  carrying  on  a  series  of  experiments  on  the 
effects  of  ether,  chloroform,  and  other  anassthetic  agents,  the  result  of  which 
he  laid  before  the  branch  meeting  of  the  Provisional  Association  at  Leeds, 
on  the  7th  inst.  They  point  to  novel  and  important  views,  seeming  to 
establish  the  possibility  of  applying  these  agents  to  certain  parts  of  the 
body  with  the  effect  of  producing  local  insensibility,  whilst  the  brain  re- 
mains unaffected.  He  stated  that  by  either  immersion  in  a  small  quantity, 
or  by  the  vapor  applied  merely  for  a  limited  period,  a  limb  may  be  render- 
ed perfectly  motionless  and  senseless,  and,  what  may  be  an  additional  ad- 
vantage, fixed  in  any  desired  posiiion.  Mr.  M'Nunneley  stated  that  he 
could  completrdy  paralyze  any  limb  of  frogs  or  toads,  by  immersion  or  ex- 
posure to  the  vapor,  in  about  five  minutes  or  less  ;  and  he  mentioned  as  a 
curious  fact  that,  if  the  exposure  to  the  influence  were  continued  longer 
than  was  suflicient  to  produce  a  local  effect,  this  influence  extended  to  the 
corresponding  limb  of  the  other  side.  By  this  new  mode  of  application  to 
the  hind  logs  of  rabbits,  he  had  been  enabled  to  amputate  the  toes  without 
any  indication  of  feeling. 
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Medical  Journal. 

If  the  storm  which  has  lately  burst  over  the  Continent  has  been  follow- 
ed by  but  few  of  those  nnany  social  advantages  our  imaginative  neighbors 
would  lead  us  to  expect,  it  is  not  entirely  without  interest — a  melancholy 
interest,  indeed — in  the  numbers  of  wounded  at  present  in  the  hospitals 
of  Paris  ;  and  it  is  likely  to  be  not  without  very  eminent  advantages  to 
surgery,  and  the  treatment  of  gun-shot  wounds  in  particwlar.  Under 
this  impression,  and  having  visited  these  hospitals  lately,  I  have  thought 
a  word  or  two  on  the  subject  not  out  of  place  at  present.  I  confined 
my  attention  to  the  chief  hospitals,  the  Hotel  Dieu  arid  Li  Cliarite ; 
the  other  hospitals,  prisons,  he,  where  the  wounded  had  bee«  huddled 
together,  not  being  easily  accessible  to  the  public.  I  fownd  by  far  the 
worst  cases  at  St.  Louis  and  La  Charite ;  here  Velpeau,  Malgaigne  and 
Jobert  seemed  completely  inundated  with  frightful  cases  ;  bullets  through 
the  shoulder-joint,  through  the  lungs,  stomach  and  head  ;  fractures  of 
every  imaginable  variety ;  deep  granulating  wounds  communicating  with 
the  cavities ;  mortifying  extremities ;  ugly  conical  stumps  after  amputa- 
tion performed  the  day  of  the  fight ;  injuries  of  arteries  ;  again,  wounds 
where  these  vessels  had  escaped  as  if  by  miracle  ;  injuries  of  the  great 
cavities,  he. ;  in  short,  every  variety  of  surgical  accident  that  we  can 
well  imagine. 

What  strikes  you  at  first  entering  the  wards  of  the  Hotel  Dieu  and 
St.  Louis  is  the  quietness  of  everything ;  the  silence  and  propriety  of 
the  eUves ;  the  anxiety  of  the  medical  man  going  round  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  patients,  and  the  information  of  the  pupils,  by  whom,  I 
must  say,  1  never  witnessed  greater  kindness  or  attention  shown  to  any 
class  of  patients.  At  the  entrance  to  each  ward  the  Personnel  and 
Reglemens  are  posted  up;  the  former  containing  the  names  of  every 
one  engaged  in  the  ward,  medical  men,  chaplain,  matron,  nurses,  he. ; 
the  rules  also  not  less  conspicuous.  The  pupils,  however,  are  inter- 
dicted from  stopping  in  the  ward  after  the  surgeon,  from  percussing  the 
patients,  or  in  any  way  interfering  with  them  ;  matters  of  rather  question- 
able utility  so  far  as  the  pupils  are  concerned. 

The  hour  of  visiting  the  hospitals  is  8  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  blesses  dc 
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Juin  Were  lying  every  where  that  accommodation  could  be  had.  Many 
of  the  cases  were  of  the  most  frightfully  bad  character :  fore-arms  torn 
:n  pieces  by  balls  ;  hands  shattered,  and  legs  literally  smashed  by  can- 
non-shot ;  by  far  the  greatest  number,  however,  were  balls  through  the 
jhest  and  slioulders,  and  all  pans  of  the  body  exposed  above  the  level 
of  the  barricade.  It  was  quite  wonderful  to  see  what  nature  was  doing 
for  an  immense  number  of  these  ;  the  vis  medicatrix  seemed,  indeed, 
ill-potent.  It  was  curious,  too,  to  witness  the  nice  parts  the  surgeons 
lad  to  play  :  a  word  of  comfort  to  one ;  a  smile  with  another  ;  a  little 
oit  of  evasion  with  a  third  ;  many  of  them  having,  it  is  known,  had  more 
-,0  do  in  the  work  of  the  barricades  than  they  were  willing  to  confess. 
There  was  an  appearance  of  conscious  misgiving  about  many  of  these 
poor  creatures  that  one  j)itied.  Several  of  them  were  wretched  ghastly 
beings  that  an  emeute  always  throws  to  the  surface  ;  many  to  whom 
death  would  be  a  respite  from  their  thousand  sufferings.  There  were 
also  the  young  fellows  of  the  garde  mobile,  especially  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu  ;  some  of  them  wounded  very  slightly,  others  badly.  One  should 
lee  these  fierce  young  fellows  under  eveiy  aspect  to  understand  them ; 
thundering  along  a  pas  de  charge,  or  rolling  in  the  grass  at  Versailles, 
without  ^care  or  anxiety  of  any  kind,  except  perhaps  for  fighting,  and 
without  a  wish  beyond  that  of  standing  sentry  with  a  long  gun,  nearly 
Iv/ice  tho  length  of  themselves,  at  the  door  of  the  camp.  These  nearly 
all  recovered.  One  young  fellow,  a  garde  mobile,  shot,  it  was  said,  one 
after  another,  thirty-five  insurgents.  General  Cavaignac,  seeing  his  un- 
daunted courage,  took  a  star  off  his  own  breast  and  put  it  on  his.  He 
was  brought  to  the  hospital  next  day,  poisoned  ! 

The  general  appliances  of  the  hospital  were  excellent.  Oiled  silk, 
lint,  charpie,  sponges,  ices,  wines,  jellies,  and  soups  in  abundance.  Much 
more  stress  is  laid  on  the  article  of  diet  than  in  our  own  hospitals.  Every- 
thing seemed  well  managed  indeed. 

Among  the  more  distinguished  persons  wounded  in  the  late  aflray, 
many  were  taken  to  hospital.  The  Archbishop  of  Paris,  who  received  a 
ball  in  the  lumbar  region,  fracturing  the  vertebrse,  was  taken  to  the  Hos- 
pice des  Quinze  Vingts.  Damesme,  one  of  Cavaignac's  chief  generals, 
on  falling  at  a  barricade  near  the  College  Henri  IV.,  was  taken  to  the 
hospital  at  Val  de  Grace,  where  he  had  his  thigh  amputated.  At  St. 
Louis,  one  of  the  members  of  the  Assembly,  M.  Domes,  was  lying  next 
to  a  garde  mobile  ;  next  both  were  several  of  the  insurgents,  \mny  offi- 
cers of  the  line,  &ic.  It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  however — these  insti- 
tutions are  so  admirably  arranged,  so  well  supported,  and  so  cared  for 
by  the  Government.  A  project  has  lately  met  with  very  general  respect 
in  the  Chamber,  of  giving  domiciliary  medical  attendance  to  all  the  poor 
of  Paris,  at  the  expense  of  the  State. 

The  following  is  the  official  return  of  "  killed  and  wounded  "  during 
these  fearful  days  : — 

Wounded,  received  from  23d  to  28th  June — Civilians,  806  ;  soldiers, 
gardes  mobiles,  and  gardes  republiques,  813 — total,  1619. 


hate  Appearances  of  the  Hospitals  in  Paris. 


151 


Amount  of  Dead  brought  to  Hospitals — Civilians,  129  ;  soldiers, 
gardes  mobiles^  and  gardes  republiques,  33 — total,  162. 

Total  killed  and  ivounded — Civilians,  935  ;  soldiers,  gardes  mobiles, 
and  gardes  republiques,  846 — total,  1781. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-two  dead  corpses  vvere  brouirht  to  the  doors 
of  the  hospitals  to  be  recoi^nized  by  tlieir  friends! — the  IVlorgue,  the 
usual  place  for  such  exhibitions,  havino^  been  obliged  to  be  closed  up. 
Many  of  these  dead  bodies  were  mangled  and  sliattered  by  cannon-shot, 
or  torn  by  the  cavalry  horses.  Of  the  wounded,  53  civilians  and  104 
gardes  mobiles  left  again  on  having  their  wounds  dressed,  wh.ile  195  died 
within  the  first  five  days  ;  leaving  at  the  time  of  my  attendance  over  1400 
cases,  with  some  300  or  400  in  the  temporary  hospitals. 

A  feeling  of  sorrow  seems  to  fill  every  one  now  in  Paris  for  what  has 
happened.  Presents  of  lint  and  charpie  are  deposited  at  Notre  Dame 
and  other  buildings,  for  the  use  of  the  sick.  Even  many  of  the  ladies 
of  the  city  offered  their  services,  staying  up  at  night  with  the  wounded. 
A  good  deal  has  been  said  about  poisoned  balls,  but  I  believe  without 
any  foundation.  Many  of  those  extracted  were  made  of  copper  and 
zinc,  and  other  unusual  metals,  but  the  wounds  inflicted  by  them  did 
not  seem  possessed  of  anything  peculiar.  The  number  of  wounded  in 
the  hospitals  at  present  far  exceeds  that  of  any  other  revolution.  A 
somewhat  singular  suggestion  has  been  mooted,  that  of  M.  Gannel,  to 
embalm  all  those  that  fell  during  the  four  eventful  days.  It  seems  he 
has  made  an  immense  fortune  by  his  process.  He  is  to  be  seen  every 
day  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  and  has  been  worrying  the  Govermnent  about  it. 
General  Cavaignac  has  turned  a  deaf  ear  to  the  matter.  In  his  great 
zeal,  however,  he  offers  to  embalm  republicans  of  every  sort  who  may 
honor  him  with  their  confidence. 

At  La  Charite,  under  Velpeau  and  MM.  Gerdy  and  Morel-Lavellac, 
were  115  wounded,  which  I  took  the  trouble  of  classifying  as  follows: — 
Injuries  of  head,  8;  thorax,  8;  upper  extremities,  34;  abdomen,  13; 
lower  extremities,  33  ;  various  minor  injuries,  19. 

Several  amputations  were  performed.  Other  cases,  though  of  a  very 
grave  character,  were  apparently  doing  very  well  under  the  ordinary 
treatment.  In  one  case  the  ball  went  right  through  the  popliteal  space 
without  injuring  either  nerves  or  vessels  :  in  another,  a  man  shot  in  the 
back  of  the  head,  the  ball  went  out  of  the  mouth  :  both  were  apparently 
doing  well.  In  many  instances  the  ball  had  gone  through  the  shoulder- 
joint  without  any  very  manifest  symptoms  supervening.  In  another  case 
a  man  was  shot  through  the  kidneys — the  ball  making  two  openings, 
actually  broken  in  two  on  the  bodies  of  the  vertebrae.  In  another  case 
(doing  well)  the  entire  foot  was  shattered  by  a  cannon-shot.  In  another 
a  very  severe  injury  occurred  in  the  track  of  the  femoral  vessels,  without, 
how^ever,  any  hasmorrhage :  the  man  seemed  as  if  nothing  had  hap- 
pened. The  injuries  of  the  lower  extremities  were,  indeed,  almost  be- 
yond belief.  In  one  singular  case  of  injury  of  the  head,  the  entire  of  the 
coverings  of  the  lower  jaw  had  been  swept  away,  leaving  the  cartilages 
of  the  larynx  exposed  ;  there  seemed  no  unusual  haemorrhage.    In  a 
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severe  injuiy  of  the  upper  extremity,  the  ball  traversed  the  upper  part 
of  the  shoulder,  wouiidinfr  the  spinal  column,  and  producing  a  want  of 
sensibility  and  motion  ;  the  poor  man  was  alive  simply  because  it  had 
not  gone  one  half-inch  higher,  and  cut  ofF  the  origin  of  the  phrenic. 
Another  poor  creature  had  received  a  bayonet  thi'ust  through  his  eye  ;  an- 
other had  a  ball  through  both  legs.  In  fact,  every  variety  of  horrid  in- 
jury was  to  be  seen.  Amongst  the  newest  ideas  on  gun-shot  wounds  is 
perhaps  that  of  Velpeau,at  I^a  Charite,  who  has  originated  a  classifica- 
tion and  treatment  of  sucli  lesions  on  the  principle  that  they  are  analo- 
gous to  burns.  Eveiy  one  knows  the  six  degrees  of  burns  of  Dupuytren, 
and  the  treatment  each  will  require.  Velpeau  slates  that  the  same 
thing  holds  in  gun-shot  wounds.  The  reparative  process  is  the  same  ; 
the  symptoms  the  same  ;  the  treatment  not  very  different.  The  an- 
cients, I  need  scarcely  say,  held  this  doctrine  until  demolished  by  Ambrose 
Pare.  Velpeau  tells  his  class  that  the  ancients  were  right;  they  saw 
tlie  thing  as  a  fact;  but  other's  came  and  built  up  a  set  of  theories  on  it, 
that  ultimately  hid  it  from  our  view.  The  work  of  reparation,  in  many 
instances,  is  certainly  the  same  ;  perhaps  the  shock  to  the  system  also. 

At  St.  Louis  Hospital,  under  Jobert  and  Malgaigne,  I  found  the  worst 
cases  I  had  seen.  Many  of  them  are  there  yet,  and  some  are  very  in- 
teresting subjects  of  study.  This  Hospital  is  beautifully  kept ;  several 
officers  of  the  national  guards  and  line  were  under  treatment ;  and  every 
facility  is  given  to  the  pupils.  Malgaigne  in  particular,  an  eoccellent  sur- 
geon, is  wonderfully  communicative.  As  at  La  Charite  I  classified  the 
cases  as  follows  : — Injuries  of  head,  25  ;  thorax,  18  ;  upper  extremities, 
100;  abdomen  and  pelvis,  20  ;  lower  extremities,  142  ;  minor  injuries,  15. 

Some  of  the  wards  are  under  the  care  of  M.  Gosselin,  and  contain  ex- 
ceedingly bad  cases  ;  one,  an  entire  destruction  of  the  thigh  by  a  can- 
non-shot, with  fracture  of  the  femur ;  another,  a  frightful  crushing  of  the 
hand  ;  several  injuries  of  the  most  desperate  kind  of^  the  lower  extremi- 
ties ;  one,  a  ball  in  the  track  of  the  ascending  colon  and  gall-bladder, 
without  any  very  bad  symptoms. 

Under  the  care  of  Malgaigne  I  saw  here  two  cases  in  particular  of 
extensive  injury  of  the  shoulder-joint  ;  mortification  in  one,  removal  of 
the  extremity  at  the  joint  in  the  other.  There  were  crowds  of  in- 
stances of  balls  through  and  through  limbs  without  any  bad  effects.  In 
amputating  I  think  the  French  surgeons  do  not  clean  the  bone  as  we  do 
in  this  country.  The  thing  is  done  in  an  instant,  but  I  am  quite  satis- 
fied not  quite  so  well  as  it  might  be.  Whether  on  account  of  the  hurry 
of  the  operation,  or  the  change  worked  by  chloroform,  I  do  not  know, 
but  I  had  seen  the  most  formidable  operations  also  performed  without  re- 
moving the  patient  to  the  operating  theatre.  If  the  operation  can  be 
well  done  under  such  circumstances,  perhaps  it  is  an  improvement,  as  so 
much  of  the  strength  of  the  patient  as  would  be  lost  by  the  removal 
is  husbanded.  The  process  of  "  chloroformizing  "  is  not  managed  so 
well  as  I  have  seen  it  at  home  ;  the  patient  is  merely  let  smell  to  the 
vapor  for  some  time.  Speaking  of  this  powerful  agent,  perhaps  I  may 
say  it  is  at  present,  in  some  institutions  in  Paris,  somewhat  under  a  cloud. 
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iVorn  the  many  deaths  that  have  occurred  from  its  use  there  and  else- 
where. The  chloroform  bottle  is,  however,  carried  about  the  hospitals 
as  regularly  as  the  other  annamenta  medicaminum.  In  one  ward  of  St. 
Louis,  for  instance,  we  came  to  a  desperate  case  of  injury  of  the  leg; 
Malgaigne  called  for  the  chloroform  bottle  while  visiting  the  beds  next  it ; 
the  poor  man  was  prepared  for  his  fate,  put  under  the  effects  of  the 
anaesthetic,  and  on  the  return  of  Malgaigne  settled  for  amputation.  An 
assistant  compressed  the  artery.  The  knife  was  run  through  over  the 
bone ;  a  large  flap  down  to  the  patella  was  formed  in  a  second  ;  a  sea  of 
thick,  grumous,  pus-like  matter  followed  ;  the  bone  was  at  once  sawefl 
through  without  any  effort  to  save  more  flesh,  the  flap  being  somewhat 
limited ;  a  large  vermiform  clot  was  taken  out  of  the  vein  ;  the  chief 
artery  lied,  and  the  rest  left  to  the  assistants.  INot  a  word  was  spoken 
all  the  time  ;  Malgaigne  seemed  as  collected  and  cool  as  if  it  were 
any  ordinary  case,  and  passed  on  to  the  other  end  of  the  ward.  Scenes 
like  this  are  of  hourly  occurrence,  and  during  the  first  few  days  of  the 
insurrection  were  even  still  more  frequent.  I  am  quite  aware  that  there 
is  nothing  very  remarkable  about  removing  a  limb  now-a-days.  I  think, 
however,  that  any  one  anxious  to  see  what  the  system  will  bear  in  that 
way,  or  the  other  fearful  injuries  it  will  still  battle  against  without  any 
obvious  effect,  will  find  a  rich  field  for  study  among  the  hospitals  and 
ambulances  of  Paris  for  the  next  two  months.  With  few  exceptions, 
everything  is  left  to  the  ms  medicatrix  natures — the  expectant  system 
of  the  French,  which,  if  not  exactly  the  best,  is,  perhaps,  superior  to  the 
opposite  one  so  common  elsewhere.  Indeed,  any  one  anxious  for  a  pro- 
per conclusion  as  to  what  may  be  left  to  nature  and  what  not,  cannot  fail 
to  find  it  in  the  Paris  hospitals. 

At  the  Hotel  Dieu,  in  the  10  days  preceding  the  2d  of  July,  450  wounded 
were  received.  In  the  wards  of  Roux,  of  127  wounded,  25  died  almost 
immediately  ;  100  of  these  were  cases  of  penetrating  wounds  of  the 
abdomen,  in  one  of  which  the  liver  must  have  been  pierced  ;  two  cases 
in  which  the  lungs  were  wounded  ;  several  other  injuries  of  the  chest 
and  upper  extremities  ;  one  very  fearful  case,  in  which  the  man  was  shot 
through  the  loins,  the  ball  traversing  the  bodies  of  the  lumbar  vertebra?, 
producing  retention  of  urine,  paralysis  of  motion,  and  not  of  sensation, 
in  the  lower  extremities :  death  after  four  days.  Thirty-one  quitted  the 
hospital  cured,  leaving  at  the  time  of  my  visit  the  following  under  the 
care  of  Roux: — Injuries  of  the  head,  11  :  thorax,  1  ;  upper  extremi- 
ties, 23  ;  abdomen,  2  ;  lower  extremities,  28 — total,  73. 

Under  the  care  of  MM.  Manec  and  Voillemier  : — Injuries  of  the 
head,  7  ;  thorax,  5  ;  upper  extremities,  26  ;  abdomen,  7  ;  lower  extremi- 
ties, 29;  minor  injuries,  3~total,  77.    150  in  all. 

In  the  extraction  of  balls  the  French  surgeons  use  a  great  deal  of  dis- 
crimination, and  believe  that  making  counter-openings,  and  unnecessarily 
enlarging  the  original  wound,  ought  not  to  be  practised  ;  that,  like  the 
abuse  of  the  trephine,  the  means  of  cure  may  lead  to  worse  effects  than 
the  first  injury,  and  that  we  should  wait  for  symptoms.  Two  very  in- 
genious instruments  have  been  invented  for  getting  at  balls  ;  like  all 
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such  nice  things,  however,  they  are  seldom  used.  One,  termed  the 
"  Alphonsin,''  differing  little  hom  the  lithotrity  instrument,  we  are  all 
famihar  with  this  side  of  the  Channel ;  the  other,  a  little  more  com- 
plex, and  containing  a  sort  of  cork-screw  addition  for  fixing  the  ball  and 
drawing  it  away.  From  the  circuitous  direction  of  halls  in  general,  it  is 
quite  obvious  of  what  little  use  such  instruments  can  be. 

At  the  Maison  de  Sante  90  were  admitted  ;  of  these,  8  were  severe 
penetrating  wounds  of  the  chest — many  of  them  doing  well  after  re- 
peated hleedings.    It  was  somewhat  curious  to  witness  the  apparent  want 
of  symptoms  in  several  patients  here,  though  the  most  vital  parts  were 
evidently  imj)licated.    In  one  man  the  ball  had  gone  through  the  spine 
of  the  scapula,  fracturing  that  bone,  and  giving  obscure  evidences  of  its 
presence  in  the  chest ;  after  two  bleedings  he  appeared  recovering.  In 
another  case,  though  the  ball  had  gone  through  and  through  the  chest, 
injm-infr  all  the  parts  at  the  base  of  the  lung,  no  bad  symptoms  had  pre- 
sented themselves.    The  worst  appearances,  however,  may  be  a  work 
ol'  time  ;  the  immunity  from  pain  or  constitutional  disturbance,  so  soon 
after  the  receipt  of  the  injury,  being  a  little  fallacious.    Much  of  it, 
however,  I  would  be  inclined  to  ascribe  to  the  assiduous  attention  shown 
the  patients,  and  the  quickness  with  which  any  inflammatory  aggres- 
sion is  subdued  by  bleeding.    A  garde  mobile  suffered  under  a  wound 
of  the  head  for  some  days;  the  brain  was  quite  perceptible;  reduced  to  a 
reddish  pulp,  it  seemed  insensible  ;  pulsating  as  usual.    He  did  not  com- 
plain of  anything  unusual  either,  but  died  four  days  after.    At  this  little 
hospital,  out  of  90  admitted  during  the  insurrection,  amputations  were 
performed  eight  times. 

At  one  of  the  temporaiy  hospitals  I  found  75  wounded,  of  the  ordi- 
nary character  of  cases  :  there  were  only  a  few  about  which  there  was  any- 
thing peculiar.  One  man  received  a  ball  at  the  external  angle  of  the 
eye,  which  entered  deeply  into  the  face  :  there  seemed  no  bad  symp- 
toms. I  should  say,  liowever,  the  commissure  of  the  optic  nerve  had 
been  injured.  He  was  blind  of  both  eyes.  Several  instances  of  injuries 
of  the  chest  presented  themselves,  where  the  ball  had  gone  round 
nearly  the  entire  thorax  without  entering  :  these  patients  were  recovering. 
One,  indeed,  in  which  the  ball  had  to  all  appearances  entered  the  chest, 
had  got  seveie  inflammation  of  the  lungs  and  pleura  ;  much  fear  was 
entertained  for  his  life.  In  one  of  the  beds  a  poor  fellow,  surgeon  of 
one  of  the  regiments  of  the  line,  elicited  much  sympathy.  In  no  way 
daunted  by  the  crash  of  the  barricades,  he  remained  with  his  regi- 
ment till  struck  by  a  ball,  which  shattered  the  lower  end  of  the  fe- 
mur, going  through  the  knee-joint.  The  {)oor  fellow  seemed  quite  col- 
lected, and  great  hopes  were  entertained  for  his  recovery. 

At  Val  de  Grace,  a  military  hospital,  under  the  care  of  M.  Baudens, 
something  over  100  patients,  many  of  them  very  severely  wounded,  were 
received.  The  treatment  seemed  to  differ  little  from  that  in  the  other 
hospitals ;  refrigej-ants,  to  keep  down  inflammatory  action  (ice,  cold  wa- 
ter, &c.),  puigatives  and  bleeding,  wei'e  necessary  ;  and  attention,  the 
most  assiduous,  to  changes  as  tliey  occurred.    Fomentations  of  various 
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kinds,  when  suppuration  set  in,  and  other  matters  as  the  cases  might 
require.  M.  Baudens  does  not  seem  a  great  advocate  lor  amputation. 
He  had  operated,  however,  fifteen  times  after  the  days  of  June.  16  pa- 
tients had  sunk  from  the  effects  of  their  wounds.  The  remainder  were 
progressing  favorably.  Of  the  number  in  tliis  Hospital  I  made  the 
following  classification: — Injuries  of  head,  12;  thorax,  6;  upper  ex- 
tremities, 35  ;  abdomen,  8  ;  lower  extremities,  47  ;  minor  injuries,  15 — 
total,  123.  A  somewhat  singular  case  occurred  here,  that  of  a  young 
soldier,  in  which  tiie  ball  impinged  on  the  eye,  producing  a  contusion 
of  the  eyelids  and  cornea  merely,  to  all  outward  appearance  with  little 
constitutional  symptoms,  but  in  whom  the  shock  to  the  eye  caused  com- 
plete blindness  !  Here,  as  everywhere  else,  one  sees  the  different  cha- 
racter of  the  cases  among  the  well-fed  military  and  the  but  too  often 
wretched  ouvriers.  Several  of  the  latter  were  attacked  with  gangrene. 
The  treatment  in  all  the  hospitals  is,  perhaps,  a  little  too  general  ;  what 
is  ordered  for  a  stout  mobile  he'mor  likewise  ordered  for  a  starvintr  insur- 
gent.  All  these  injuries  not  requiring  amputation  are  treated  by  cold 
applications,  and  venesection  if  necessary,  followed,  after  re-action,  by 
emollient  cataplasms.  There  is  very  little  cutting  or  enlarging  of  wounds, 
and  a  great  deal  is  left  to  nature.  The  relative  mortality  will,  perhaps, 
prove  whether  this  or  the  opposite  system  is  to  be  preferred.  In  two 
of  the  worst  cases  of  wounds  of  the  chest  here,  the  operation  of  empye- 
ma had  to  be  performed. — Dublin  Med,  Journal. 


EXTRACTION  OF  URINARY  CALCULI  BY  A  NOVEL  METHOD. 

Dr.  Parrish  exhibited  to  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  a 
specimen  of  round  white  calculi,  varying  in  size  from  a  pin's  head  to  a 
small  pea,  which  had  been  extracted  from  the  bladder  through  the  eye 
of  a  simple  flexible  catheter  of  medium  size.  The  whole  number  with- 
drawn in  this  way  was  about  forty,  two  or  three  coming  away  at  a  time, 
and  generally  without  pain.  As  the  case  furnished  some  points  of  un^ 
usual  interest.  Dr.  P.  stated  the  history  of  it  as  derived  from  the  patient 
himself;  whose  views  as  to  the  manner  in  which  these  calculi  were  formed, 
as  well  as  to  the  proper  method  of  extracting  them,  are  novel  and  in- 
teresting. 

The  patient,  William  Hembel,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Academy  of  Na- 
tural Sciences,  is  well  known  to  many  of  the  Fellows  as  a  gentleman  of 
varied  scientific  acquirements,  who,  although  not  one  of  our  profession 
has  devoted  much  time  to  medical  investigations.  He  is  now  past  80 
years  of  age,  and  has  been  for  some  years  more  or  less  subject  to  at- 
tacks of  painful  and  difficult  urination,  from  an  enlarged  prostate  gland  ; 
this  distressing  malady  has,  within  the  past  eighteen  months,  been  con- 
siderably aggravated,  so  that  he  has  been  obliged  to  rely  altogether  upon 
the  use  of  the  catheter  in  evacuating  the  bladder. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  present  year  he  suffered  to  an  intense  degree, 
and  did  not  denv;  the  accustomed  relief  from  the  use  of  instruments. 
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The  urine  was  highly  ammoniacal,  and  deposited  a  large  quantity  of 
ropy  mucus.  In  this  condition  it  occurred  to  him,  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  acrid  urine,  mixed  with  mucus,  must  settle  down  in  the  bas- 
fond  of  the  bladder,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  catheter,  as  ordinarily  in- 
troduced ;  and  hence  that  only  a  portion  of  its  contents  was  evacuated, 
the  rest  remaining  behind  as  a  source  of  renewed  irritation.  A  reference 
to  the  anatomical  arrangement  of  the  parts  confirmed  this  view,  and  in- 
duced him  to  resort  to  a  simple  expedient  to  remedy  this  difficulty.  The 
catheter  was  introduced  by  the  patient  himself  in  the  erect  position, 
and  all  the  fluid  contents ,  of  the  bladder  evacuated  through  it  ;  but, 
before  withdrawing  it,  the  body  was  bent  forward,  and  the  free  extremity 
of  the  catheter  slightly  elevated,  so  as  to  throw  the  point  of  the  instru- 
ment into  the  portion  of  the  bladder  below  the  symphysis  pubis,  at  the 
same  time  that  the  palm  of  the  hand  was  placed  between  the  thighs, 
in  order  to  allow  the  fingers  to  press  upon  the  perineum  ;  gentle  motion 
was  now  made  upon  this  part,  with  a  view  of  elevating  the  depending 
portion  of  the  bladder,  and  of  thus  throwing  the  mucus  which  might 
have  settled  there,  into  the  eye  of  the  catheter. 

By  thus  striking  the  perineum,  ropy  mucus,  having  an  ammoniacal 
odor,  was  discharged  in  considerable  quantity,  to  the  great  relief  of  the 
patient,  and  fully  confirming  the  correctness  of  the  course  adopted.  This 
expedient  was  successflilly  resorted  to  at  the  close  of  each  operation 
with  the  catheter,  a  portion  of  mucus  always  appearing  after  the  urine 
had  been  evacuated.  It  was  on  one  of  these  occasions  that  the  patient 
discovered,  on  withdrawing  the  catheter,  that  it  was  blocked  up  with 
several  small  round  calculi,  which  had  been  thrown  into  the  eye  of  the 
instrument,  and  were  thus  readily  withdrawn  without  pain.  In  this  way, 
the  whole  number  of  calculi  have  been  at  dififerent  times  extracted  ;  and 
on  only  one  occasion  did  any  sufl^ering  follow  ;  this  was  occasioned  by  the 
calculus  being  too  large  to  pass  within  the  eye  of  the  instrument,  thus 
presenting  a  rough  surface  to  the  passage,  and  causing  slight  laceration 
of  the  perineum  with  some  hemorrhage. 

By  continuing  this  plan  of  emptying  the  bladder,  the  irritation  of  the 
organ  was  greatly  lessened,  the  urine  improved,  and  the  mucous  dis- 
charge gradually  diminished,  leaving  the  patient  in  a  more  comfortable 
condition  than  he  had  experienced  for  many  months.  He  now  believes 
himself  entirely  clear  from  the  calculi,  and  enjoys  comparative  exemp- 
tion from  suffering,  with  improved  health. 

It  is  evident  that  the  process  above  described  could  not  be  accom- 
plished with  a  silver  catheter,  or  with  the  body  in  an  erect  position. 

The  practical  deductions  which  our  venerable  friend  draws  from  ex- 
perience in  his  own  case,  may  be  thus  summarily  stated  : 

He  believes  that  much  of  the  suffering  attendant  upon  the  disease 
(enlarged  prostate)  may  be  caused  by  the  presence  of  irritating  mat- 
ters, which,  from  gravity,  settle  in  the  concavity  of  the  viscus  below 
the  symphysis  pubis,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  the  catheter  when  intro- 
duced in  the  ordinary  way  ;  this  mucous  secretion,  if  allowed  to  re- 
main, forms  a  vehicle  for  the  collection  of  solid  particles  deposited  from 
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the  urine,  and  for  the  formation  of  calculous  concretions.  Calculi  thus 
formed,  may  exist  for  a  long  time  unsuspected,  thus  aggravating  the 
spasms  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  increasing  the  incontinence  o 
urine  to  a  great  degree.  Hence,  it  is  important  in  all  cases  of  enlarged 
prostate,  attended  with  painful  urination,  thoroughly  to  evacuate  the  blad- 
der, either  by  frequently  washing  it  out,  or  by  the  process  found  so  suc- 
cessful in  the  case  now  related.  To  accomplish  this,  the  gum  elastic 
catheter  must  always  be  employed,  while  the  position  of  the  body,  to- 
gether with  the  pressure  upon  the  perineum,  in  the  manner  indicated, 
will  be  found  indispensable  to  success.  The  accidental  discovery  of 
calculi  in  the  catheter  in  the  present  case,  seemed  to  point  out  the  prac- 
ticability of  this  method  of  extracting  them,  in  the  early  period  of  their 
formation,  and  thus  of  preventing  a  painful  and  dangerous  operation, 
which  might  be  rendered  necessary,  if  this  simple  expedient  were  not 
adopted. 

Should  subsequent  observation  confirm  the  above  views,  it  nuist  be 
admitted,  that  an  important  addition  will  have  been  made  to  our  means 
of  treating  one  of  the  most  painful  diseases  to  which  man  is  liable,  a 
malady  which  often  renders  the  latter  period  of  life  a  season  of  sorrow 
and  anguish,  and  causes  its  victim  to  look  forward  to  death,  as  a  welcome 
messenger. — Trans,  of  the  Philad.  College  of  Physicians. 


TREATMENT  OF  ERYSIPELAS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Szirgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  send  you,  for  insertion  in  your  Journal,  that  portion  of 
an  address  delivered  before  the  Worcester  County  Medical  Society, 
which  gives  an  account  of  my  treatment  of  a  few  cases  of  erysipelas. 

In  August,  1846, 1  was  called  to  E.  C.,a  female  aged  17,  of  sanguine 
temperament,  florid  complexion,  auburn  hair,  had  always  been  in  perfect 
health.  She  was  attacked  with  chills  and  fever,  caused,  as  she  sup- 
posed, by  taking  cold.  She  complained  of  severe  cephalalgia.  The 
mind  sluggish,  and  a  tendency  to  forget  a  question  before  she  would  be 
ready  to  answer.  The  tongue  was  dry  and  brown,  with  extreme  heat  of 
skin.  I  attributed  much  of  the  disturbance  of  the  system  to  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  first  day  of  her  menstrual  period,  and  the  discharge  was 
stopped  by  her  taking  cold.  I  ordered  an  emetico-cathartic,  composed 
of  cal.,  pulv.  sang,  and  ipecac,  and  followed  it  with  diaphoretics  and 
alteratives.  There  was  a  mitigation  of  all  the  fever  symptoms,  with  the 
exception  of  the  pain  in  the  head,  which  continued  with  but  little  abate- 
ment. On  the  fourth  day  the  erythematic  inflammation  made  its  ap- 
pearance between  the  eyes,  and  extended  over  the  nose  and  upon  the 
forehead.  It  was  first  discovered  soon  after  my  visit  in  the  morning,  and 
I  did  not  see  it  until  evening. 

I  then  applied  nit.  arg.  around  the  inflamed  surface,  and  slightly 
upon  it ;  kept  the  face  cool  with  spirits  Mindereri.  In  the  morning  the 
inflammation  had  passed  over  the  parts  to„  which  the  caustic  had  been 
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applied.  I  now  painted  it  over  with  the  alcoholic  solution  of  iodine, 
but  this  did  not  check  the  progress  of  the  disease ;  it  advanced  at  a  uni- 
form rate,  in  the  afternoon  I  called  in  my  friend  Dr.  John  Green,  of 
Worcester.  He  considered  the  case  a  grave  one,  and  advised  a  con- 
tinuance of  the  iodine,  and  a  free  use  of  the  saline  cath.,  sufficient  to 
produce  several  dejections  during  the  twenty-four  hours.  This  advice 
was  followed  strictly.  Through  the  next  day,  the  inflammation  advanced 
as  rapidly  as  beforcj  the  treatment  apparently  not  equal  in  power  to  the 
disease. 

From  the  circumstance  that  i  had  seen  this  form  of  erysipelas  mostly 
among  intemperate  persons,  in  hospital  practice,  at  Bellevue,  N.  Y.,  whose 
constitutions  were  impaired  by  their  habits  of  indulgence  and  exposure,  ren- 
dering  them  not  only  trymg  cases  to  the  physician,  but  frequently  unfor- 
tunate, I  was  anticipating  anything  but  a  favorable  issue.  I  mention 
this  as  a  reason  why  I  hatl  not  much  confidence  in  any  plan  of  treatment^ 
and  was  prepared  to  adopt  any  course  which  might  seem  to  possess 
))Ower  sufficient  to  control  the  disease. 

In  reviewing  the  medication  recommended,  most  of  which  1  had 
used  and  seen  used,  1  found  that  a  majority  of  it  had  a  tendency  to  di- 
minish the  temperature  of  the  parts  to  which  it  was  applied  ;  and  that  I 
had  experienced  the  best  results  from  that  fonu  which  effected  this  object 
the  most  perfectly.  Reasoning  from  these  facts,  I  came  to  the  conclusion 
that  I  would  cairy  the  refrigerating  process  to  that  extent,  that  it  would 
control  the  inflannnation,  or  give  rise  to  some  unpleasant  symptoms  that 
contra-indicate':  -  continuance.  In  order  that  a  thorouiih  trial  mif^ht 
be  made  ol'  cL-  :. mg  the  inflammation  by  reducing  the  heat  of  the  parts 
below  their  natural  standard,  I  added  salt  to  the  ice,  which  is  the  mix- 
ture by  which  cream  is  frozen  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  creams.  This  was 
put  in  a  vessel  and  cove.x  I  v  '.M  a  blanket.  I  then  had  a  change  of 
i'olded  cloths,  so  that  while  one  set  was  upon  the  patient,  the  other  was 
upon  the  ice.  The  first  application  allayed  the  pain,  and  this  relief 
continued  until  the  i)arts  began  to  grow  warm  again,  which  at  first  was 
not  more  than  three  or  four  minutes.  It  being  necessary  to  apply  the 
cloths  in  strips,  it  was  a  continual  process  of  change.  When  the  inflamed 
part  was  kept  so  cold  as  to  feel  almost  like  ice  to  the  hand  of  the  nurse, 
the  patient  would  sleep  quietly,  and  was  free  from  pain  ;  but  if  the 
attendant  neglected  to  change  the  cloths  in  a  given  time,  the  pain  would 
wake  the  patient. 

From  the  commencement  of  this  treatment,  the  inflammation  not  only 
ceased  to  [)rogress,  but  began  to  subside,  the  general  symptoms  improv- 
ing i'l  the  same  ratio.  After  a  few  hours  the  cloths  required  changing 
less  often  ;  and  as  the  disease  yielded,  she  complained  that  the  applica- 
tion nmde  her  chilly.  The  sensations  of  the  patient  (so  fiir  as  evi- 
dence can  be  derived  from  four  cases*),  are  a  safe  guide  u[)on  this  point* 
This  case  went  rapidly  on  to  peifect  restoration,  without  any  untoward 
circumstance  to  mar  the  happy  result,  or  tend  to  create  distrust  of  the 
trutli  of  my  deductions. 


*  Ofle  since,  maliiiig  five. 
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February  28th,  1847,  was  called  to  a  young  man,  aged  28,  very 
fleshy,  of  temperate  habits,  and  good  general  health.  Four  days  beforCy 
lie  was  taken  unwell,  complained  of  headache,  chills  and  general  symp- 
toms of  fever.  The  pain  in  his  head  increased,  until  he  was  unable  to 
^  work.  This  was  on  Saturday,  the  third  day.  His  wife  gave  him  a 
sweat,  as  she  said  ;  he  perspired  freely,  and  the  head  was  relieved,  but 
in  the  moining  sb.e  discovered  redness  and  swelling  at  the  inner  can- 
thus  of  both  eyes,  and  across  the  nose.  Jt  was  u|jon  the  evening  of  this, 
the  fourth  day,  that  I  was  called  to  see  him,  for  the  first  time,  and  found 
the  inflammation  had  extended  over  both  eyelids.  I  a(hninislered  the 
san]e  general  remedies,  and  painted  the  inflanied  surface  over  with  iodine,, 
made  cooling  applications,  circumscribed  the  diseased  portion  with  nit. 
argenti,  keeping  it  upon  the  heahhy  skin.  This  caused  vesication,  but 
did  not  prevent  ihe  progress  of  the  disease. 

I  now  had  recourse  to  the  freezing  mixture,  as  desciibed  in  the  other 
case.  The  general  sympton)s  being  so  bad,  I  desired  counsel,  and  Dr. 
Green  was  sent  foi'.  On  his  arrival,  he  advised  a  continuance  of  the 
treatment,  as  it  had  been  so  successful  in  the  other  case.  'I'he  inflamed 
surface  was  excessively  hard  ;  it  had.  as  Dr.  Green  remarked,  a  woody 
feel.  This  extretne  refrigeration  checked  the  spread  of  the  inflammation, 
and  the  recovery  was  rapid.  On  the  fourteenth  day  from  the  attack, 
after  eating  a  hearty  dinner  and  taking  considerable  exercise,  the  cheek 
began  to  inflame,  but  it  was  contiolled  immediately  by  the  application 
of  ice. 

May  20tli,  184S,  Saturday,  was  called  to  see  a  young  miss,  aged  11, 
in  consultation.  She  had  been  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Corlew  fiom  the 
VWdnesflay  preceding,  at  v^'hich  time  the  erythemalic  inflammation 
made  its  appearance,  and  first  upon  the  nose  between  the  eyes.  The 
usual  treatment  had  been  pursued  from  Wednesday,  until  the  lime  of  my 
seeing  her  on  Saturday  about  1  o'clock,  P.  M.  At  this  time  the  whole 
face,  ears,  and  about  two  and  a  half  inches  of  the  scalp,  were  inflamed 
and  much  swollen,  so  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  the  eyelids  could 
be  separated  sufficiently  to  exhibit  the  eyeball  ;  yet  it  had  not  that  indu- 
rated feel  of  the  last  case.  The  lower  extremities  were  cold,  the  upper 
portion  of  the  body  very  hot.  The  pulse  varied  from  130  to  140,  and 
was  quite  feeble.  The  pain  in  her  head  was  most  intense,  accompanied 
with  raving  delirium  ;  she  did  not  recognize  her  parents,  or  any  one 
about  her,  but  was  constantly  exclaiming  that  they  had  split  her  head 
open,"  "they  had  cut  her  head  oft',''  "  they  had  killed  her,"  &.C.,  indi- 
cating the  suflprinfj;  she  was  undergoinj^. 

Just  after  1  had  prescribed  for  the  patient,  Dr.  Green  arrived  ;  and 
after  making  an  examination,  he  stated  to  the  attending  physician,  "  that 
he  had  seen  three  or  four  cases  that  I  had  treated  successfully  in  this 
way,  and  he  must  say  more  so  than  lie  had  anticipated,  and  he  should 
advise  its  continuance.  The  face  having  blistered  in  several  places,  the 
salt  could  not  be  borne,  and  cloths  cooled  only  by  the  ice  were  used. 
Before  leaving,  gave  four  or  five  grains  Dover's  powder.  At  5  o'clock, 
saw  her  again.    She  was  quiet,  had  slept  some,  was  calm  and  rational ) 
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said  she  had  some  pain  in  her  head,  but  before  I  was  through  with  exa- 
mining the  extent  of  the  inflammation  the  pain  became  so  intense  that 
she  cried  out  from  the  suffering.  This  was  relieved  as  soon  as  the  cold 
clotlis  were  applied  again.  The  bowels  were  moved  several  times  a- 
day  by  the  Rochelle  salts  ;  she  took  an  infusion  of  Asclepias  tuberosa, 
with  fifteen  or  twenty  drops  of  spts.  nit.  dulc.  every  three  hours.  After 
a  few  days  the  rad.  serp.  virg.  was  added  to  the  infusion. 

On  the  eighth  day  from  my  first  visit,  all  symptoms  of  fever  left  her, 
and  her  recovery  was  rapid.  A  small  abscess  of  a  strumous  character 
formed  on  the  inferior  maxillary  bone,  and  another  upon  the  forehead  ; 
the  latter  did  not  require  opening. 

In  all  these  cases  the  rooms  were  kept  cool,  and  there  was  a  free  cir- 
culation of  air. 

There  are  some  conditions  which  appear  so  essential  in  order  to  ac- 
complish the  object  sought  by  this  plan  of  treatment,  that  I  will  mention 
them. 

1st.  The  temperature  of  the  inflamed  parts,  and  for  some  distance 
around,  should  be  kept  much  below  the  natural  standard. 

'2d.  Care  should  be  taken  that  no  small  portion  is  overlooked,  so  that 
the  inflammation  may  be  extending  itself  unperceived  at  that  point. 

3d.  The  diseased  parts  should  be  kept  constantly  cold. 

If  this  last  precaution  is  not  taken,  and  the  parts  become  hot,  the  in- 
flammation will  extend  rapidly,  and  it  will  require  some  hours  to  recover 
what  has  been  lost. 

Tiiis  treatment  can  be  considered  no  other  than  topical,  and  sustains 
no  different  relation  to  the  general  or  constitutional  medication,  than  any 
other  local  remedies ;  and  I  can  perceive  no  objection  to  its  being  adopt- 
ed, let  the  internal  remedies  be  what  they  may.  I  should  recommend 
the  application  of  the  alcoholic  solution  of  iodine  to  the  surface,  as  it 
serves  to  prevent  vesication,  and  probably  is  of  advantage  beyond  this,  in 
changing  the  condition  of  the  parts  beneath  the  scarf  skin,  or  cuticle,  by 
reason  of  its  acrid  and  alterative  power. 

In  the  last  case  where  the  disease  had  extended  behind  the  ears,  under 
the  chin,  and  upon  the  neck,  I  found  it  difficult  to  apply  cloths  so  as  to 
reach  all  the  parts  and  keep  them  constantly  cold.  These  difficulties 
suggested  the  idea  of  suspending  the  head  in  a  net,  or  what  might  be 
obtained  in  almost  any  family,  and  would  answer  as  good  a  purpose,  the 
article  termed  tidies.  This  mode  of  suspending  the  head  would  allow 
the  pillows  to  be  moved,  and  admit  a  piece  of  oil-cloth  to  conduct  off  the 
water ;  I  then  would  place  over  the  head  of  the  patient  a  vessel  contain- 
ing ice  and  salt,  the  water  from  which  would  be  let  upon  the  head  through 
a  faucet,  in  such  quantity  as  was  desirable.  The  parts  desired  to  be 
kept  wet  should  be  first  covered  with  cloths. 

In  this  way  I  think  all  of  the  conditions  I  mentioned  could  be  com- 
plied with,  and  a  favorable  result  secured,  without  the  fatigue,  anxiety, 
and,  more  than  all,  the  liability  of  failure  by  reason  of  the  unfaithfulness, 
or  want  of  judgment,  of  attendants. 
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The  temperature  of  the  parts  could  be  regulated  by  the  quantity  of 
water  permitted  to  flow,  or  by  the  ice  and  salt,  or  by  both  together. 
MiUbury,  Sept.  1st,  1848.  H.  G.  Davis. 


THE  LATE  FEVER  IN  NEW  YORK. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  . 

Dear  Sir, — Since  1  wrote  you,  a  few  days  since,  the  yellow  fever  panic 
has  materially  subsided,  although  a  few  new  cases  have  occurred  on 
Staten  Island,  most  of  which  have  been  of  a  comparatively  mild  type. 
I  have  visited  and  examined  closely  many  of  these  cases,  and  witnessed 
the  post-mortem  appearances  in  some,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  pro- 
nouncing the  most  malignant  of  them  true  yellow  fever.  On  Wednesday 
last,  Dr.  Ashbel  Smith,  of  Texas,  read  a  very  interesting  paper  on  the 
disease,  before  our  "Academy  of  Medicine,"  in  which,  after  diligent 
personal  investigation  of  the  malady  on  Staten  Island,  he  pronounced  it 
identical  with  the  yellow  fever  of  Galveston,  of  which  he  has  published 
a  very  graphic  memoir.  Dr.  S.  is  undecided  as  to  its  origin,  but  is  in- 
clined to  the  belief  that  it  is  occasioned  by  local  causes,  and  not  by  an 
imported  virus.  He  is  a  decided  non-contagionist ;  while  Prof.  Dickson, 
who  has  also  had  very  extensive  opportunities  of  observing  the  dis- 
ease in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  is  equally  confident  as  to  its  imported  origin. 
"  Who  shall  decide,"  &c. 

Now  look  at  some  of  the  facts.  A  fever,  of  comparatively  a  mild 
type,  spreads  gradually  through  a  population  scattered  over  the  eastern 
border  of  the  island  for  a  mile  or  more  along  the  shore,  and  half  a  mile 
inland,  opposite  to  the  anchorage  ground  of  vessels  detained  at  quaran- 
tine, and  these  cases  have  appeared,  from  time  to  time,  since  the  first  of 
June,  without  the  suspicion  of  their  being  yellow  fever  cases,  until  seve- 
ral of  a  more  aggravated  type  occurred,  attended  with  black  vomit,  when 
the  disease  is  recognized  and  declared  to  be  the  yellow  fever.  These 
cases  occurred,  in  most  instances,  among  those  who  had  never  had  any 
connection  with  the  shipping  ;  and  in  some,  who  had  been  confined  for 
a  long  period  to  their  own  dwellings,  as  the  "  Retreat"  where  a  lady 
died  with  black  vomit ;  and  in  no  case,  it  is  believed,  can  the  disease  be 
traced  to  contagion,  understanding  by  this,  the  communication  of  the 
disease  from  one  person  to  another.  In  one  instance,  it  is  true,  a  washer- 
woman, at  the  Quarantine  Station,  was  seized  with  the  disease  after 
washing  the  clothes  of  a  yellow-fever  patient,  who  died  on  board  one  of 
the  vessels  which  brought  in  some  of  the  returned  volunteers  from  Vera 
Cruz,  and  she  died,  after  a  short  illness,  with  black  vomit.  But  the  dis- 
ease did  not  spread  to  the  attendants  or  nurses  of  the  hospital.  Nor  can 
the  disease  be  traced  to  the  shipping,  except  by  supposing,  which  is  high- 
ly improbable,  that  the  virus  was  carried  by  the  wind,  flowing  landward, 
the  vessels  being  anchored  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  shore  ;  and  this 
is  the  way  in  which  Dr.  Whiting  and  the  Committee  of  our  Board  of 
Health  suppose  it  to  have  originated.    On  visiting  the  Island,  however, 
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the  senses  cannot  but  recognize  other  very  powerful  causes  of  febrile 
disease,  such  as  exhalations  from  stagnant  waters,  accumulated  filth  in  the 
streets  and  yards  of  the  houses ;  and  especially  in  the  putrefying  and 
horribly  stinking  masses  of  sea-weed  and  refuse  garbage  on  the  shore  of 
the  island,  which  alone  would  seem  sufficient  to  produce  a  plague  of  the 
most  virulent  kind.  And  yet  the  inhabitants,  blind  to  all  these  prolific 
sources  of  pestilence,  are  petitioning  to  have  the  Quarantine  Station  re- 
moved lower  down  in  the  harbor,  without  being  aware,  as  it  would  seem, 
that  there  can  be  any  other  source  of  disease  than  imported  contagion. 
It  is  true  that  the  Quarantine  Physician  and  the  Board  of  Health  have 
very  unwisely  and  unfoundedly,  as  I  think,  given  currency  to  such  a 
belief,  by  promulgating  the  opinion  that  the  specific  cause  or  virus 
lias  been  blown  from  vessels  on  to  the  land  ;  but  this  opinion  can  hardly 
be  sustained.  Who  has  ever  before  heard  of  such  a  phenomenon,  or  wit- 
nessed such  a  fact  ? 

What  is  to  prevent  yellow  fever  from  originating  on  Staten  Island,  or 
any  where  else,  if  the  causes  which  occasion  it  in  Galveston  or  Vera 
Cruz  exist  there  ?  Are  we  to  believe  that  the  virus  originated  from  some 
accidental  combination  of  causes,  years  ago,  which  can  never  again  hap- 
pen ?  It  seems  to  me  we  ought  to  know  better  than  this,  or  that  it  must 
necessarily  originate  within  the  tropics.  It  may  be  said  that  the  specific 
cause  of  yellow  fever  is  too  subtle  or  refined  for  our  gross  senses.  Grant  it  ; 
but  then  can  we  not  know,  do  we  not  already  know,  the  several  condi- 
tions, external  and  internal  to  the  body,  which  give  those  causes  power? 
Is  it  not  conceded,  on  all  hands,  that  yellow  fever  cannot  exist  in  a  pure 
atmosphere  ?  And  is  there  a  city  in  the  world  which  cannot,  by  using 
the  proper  means,  be  made  so  cleanly  that  no  yellow  fever  could  find  a 
foot-hold?  How  much  more  rational,  then,  as  well  as  philosophical,  that 
our  civic  authorities  should  direct  their  attention,  not  to  measures  of  quar- 
antine, non-intercourse,  and  embargoes,  but  to  hygienic  regulations  by 
which  the  evil  will  be  arrested  at  its  fountain-head  !  Far  easier  this,  than  to 
dam  the  current,  swollen  by  a  thousand  tributaries.  At  any  rate,  it  is 
high  time  the  profession,  at  least,  should  advocate  the  truth,  and  no 
longer  lend  their  influence  to  sustain  the  exploded  doctrines  of  quarantine 
and  cordons  sanitaires,  knowing  full  well  that  the  evil  which  springs  from 
the  bosom  of  nature,  needs  for  its  removal  no  other  rules  than  those  which 
nature  herself  reveals.  Medicus. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    SEPTEMBER    20,  1848. 


Oner-Teaching  i7i  Public  Schools. — Massachusetts  is  distinguished  for 
her  school  system,  and  Boston,  in  particular,  is  noted  as  the  place  where 
this  system  is  favorably  exhibited  in  practice.  At  the  earliest  historical 
-period,  the  inhabitants  of  Boston  laid  the  foundation  for  the  free  instruction 
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of  youth  ;  and  from  age  to  age,  a  succession  of  generations  have  both 
maintained  and  cheerfully  taxed  themselves  to  sustain  and  improve  an  in- 
stitution which  has  given  a  proud  character  to  the  city.  But  the  deter- 
mination to  be  perpetually  raising  the  standard  of  instruction,  if  the  pride 
of  progress  is  not  checked,  will  prove  an  incalculable  evil.  Children,  in 
all  the  public  schools  in  Boston,  are  over-worked.  They  are  pressed  be- 
yond their  strength  in  the  Primary,  in  the  Grammar,  the  High  and  Latin 
Schools.  Their  active  little  heads,  when  the  instructress  first  takes  them 
in  hand,  are  exercised  beyond  a  natural  and  healthy  measure.  If  but  half 
the  time  strictly  appropriated  to  mental  exercises,  were  devoted  to  the  legi- 
timate objects  of  such  schools,  and  sinall  boys  and  girls  were  allowed  to 
amuse  themselves,  with  certain  restrictions,  according  to  their  own  indivi- 
dual notions  of  enjoyment,  the  remainder  of  each  day,  in  rooms  expressly 
set  apart  for  gymnastic  exercises,  they  would  have  firmer  constitutions,  a 
stronger  organization  of  body,  and  a  capacity  for  improvement  altogether 
superior  to  the  artificial  developments  which  the  modern,  hot-house,  forc- 
ing methods  produce.  It  is  believed  to  be  true  that  all  the  mighty  men  of 
intellect  in  this  country — and  those  females,  too,  who  rule  in  society  through 
the  influence  of  their  moral  powers,  distinguished  literary  attainments,  or 
versatile  genius — were  slow  in  coming  to  maturity.  It  is  true  of  mind 
(as  the  homely  proverb  expresses  the  sentiment)  as  of  fruit — soon  ripe,  soon 
rotten.  In  other  words,  a  premature  exercise  of  the  cerebral  apparatus 
weakens  the  vital  machinery,  and,  in  consequence,  precocious  children 
rarely  have  a  prominent  position  as  men. 

But  one  of  the  principal  objections  to  the  school  system  pursued  in  Bos- 
ton, is  the  amount  of  labor  required  of  the  scholars.  A  lad  of  six  years 
may  become  as  much  fatigued  in  mastering  a  spelling  lesson  for  future 
recitation,  or  committing  to  memory  some  of  the  propositions  of  a  juvenile 
arithmetic,  as  a  profound  mathematician  over  the  labyrinthian  calculations 
of  La  Place.  The  studies  are  both  too  complex  and  too  protracted.  A 
little  at  a  time,  and  that  of  th^  simplest  elements,  would  obviate  the  objec- 
tionable features  of  this  popular  yet  ruinous  scheme. 

Our  schools  are  said  to  be  constantly  improving  ;  by  which  is  meant, 
that  the  children  accomplish  more,  and  master  a  wider  circle  of  studies. 
Addition  is  sometimes  far  from  being  improvement ;  and  it  is  morally  cer- 
tain, a  gain  in  this  respect  is  a  melancholy  loss.  All  young  animals  require 
alternate  sleep  and  muscular  activity.  Without  both,  in  proper  proportions, 
they  become  languid  and  feeble,  and  lose  all  boldness,  eneriry  and  de- 
cision. Physical  training  is  vastly  more  essential  to  the  future  condition 
of  a  child,  than  the  cultivation  of  its  mind. 

Children  are  likewise  sent  to  school  at  too  early  an  age,  and  are  kept  in 
the  houses  too  long  each  day.  "  All  work  and  no  play,"  is  universally 
acknowledofed  to  be  injurious  ;  whilst  all  play  and  no  labor  is  destructive 
to  all  moral  progression.  A  judicious  medium  in  our  primary  schools  is 
the  <j;reat  desideratum.  Nothing  would  be  lost  of  the  preciousness  of  life, 
by  following  out  the  very  teachings  of  nature  herself.  Her  voice  is  always 
ringing  in  our  ears,  but  we  heed  it  not,  so  much  superior  is  theory  consi- 
dered to  the  established  laws  of  Creative  Wisdom. 

The  same  observations  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  Grammar,  but  in  a 
more  eminent  degree  to  the  Latin  School  in  Boston,  the  nursery  of  the 
university,  in  which  many  a  bright  little  fellow  is  broken  down  by  being 
over-wrought,    If  ninety  out  of  a  hundred  worry  through-  the  ordeal,  and 
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matriculate  at  college,  many  of  them  have  been  permanently  injured  by 
their  preparatory  studies — the  effects  of  which  are  borne  to  the  last  day  of 
existence ;  whilst  consumption,  dyspepsia,  and  many  minor  ills,  are  charge- 
able to  these  excessive  studies,  at  a  period  when  the  pupil  had  not  the 
muscle  or  the  nerve  to  bear  them  with  impunity. 

Private  schools  invariably  maintain  a  better  standard  of  health  than  pub- 
lic ;  and  without  half  the  driving  and  severity  of  discipline,  have  fewer 
infractions  of  the  regulations,  and  a  happier  and  more  contented  set  of 
faces.  The  instructers,  as  a  body,  are  more  cordially  loved,  and  although 
the  teaching  process  is  of  longer  continuance,  all  the  advantages  to  be 
realized  from  a  classical  education  are  more  fully  enjoyed  in  after  life. 

A  reform  in  the  public  schools  in  Boston,  would  consist  in  a  relaxation 
from  a  perpetual  exercise  of  the  brain,  which  was  designed  to  be  used,  but 
not  abused. 

Mr.  George  Combe,  the  Scotch  philosopher,  at  a  public  lecture  in  the 
Swedenborgian  Chapel,  in  this  city,  some  years  since,  declared,  unhesi- 
tatingly, that  the  whole  course  of  female  education  here  was  radically  bad. 
Girlhood,  in  Boston,  instead  of  being  an  epoch  of  freedom,  is  made  up  of 
an  uninterrupted  series  of  lessons,  either  from  books  or  the  piano.  Misses 
and  young  ladies,  therefore,  are  pale,  feeble,  slender,  sickly  creatures,  posi- 
tively cheated  out  of  the  birth-right  of  good  health,  the  choicest  of  all  tem- 
poral blessings.  They  are  unfitted,  by  a  perverse  plan  of  education,  for 
the  demands  of  a  variable  climate  and  the  incidents  and  circumstances  of 
the  social  relations.  They  are  all  mind,  without  a  body  to  sustain  it.  The 
sweeping  mortality  of  the  fairest  flowers  in  this  unnaturally  cultivated  gar- 
den of  intellect,  throughout  New  England,  is  due  to  this  mistaken  and 
unfortunate  plan  of  education.  Physicians  are  called  upon  to  deprecate 
and  protest  against  a  system  so  ruinous  to  health,  happiness  and  usefulness. 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  find  the  subject  has  engaged  the  attention 
of  some  of  the  members  of  the  profession  in  Philadelphia,  and  that  mea- 
sures are  likely  to  be  adopted  in  that  city  wliich  will  at  least  draw  public 
attention  also  to  the  evils  alluded  to.  At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Phila- 
delphia College  of  Physicians, 

"  Dr.  Moore  remarked,  that  for  some  time  past  he  had  been  convinced 
of  the  injurious  effects  upon  the  health  of  young  children,  resulting  from 
the  system  of  school  discipline  pursued  in  many  of  the  public  and  private 
seminaries  of  this  city.  He  alluded,  more  especially,  to  the  holding  of  but 
one  session  a  day.  By  this  arrangement  the  children  were  subjected  to  a 
confinement  of  from  four  to  five  hours,  with  little  or  no  intermission,  often 
in  small,  over-heated  and  badly  ventilated  apartments.  In  children  who 
are  thus  deprived  of  an  adecpiate  amount  of  out-door  exercise,  while  their 
minds  are  taxed  much  beyond  their  powers,  he  was  well  convinced,  from 
much  reflection  and  considerable  personal  observation,  a  train  of  morbid 
symptoms  are  frequently  induced,  which  are,  in  many  cases,  of  considera- 
ble severity,  and  having  a  tendency  to  impair  the  future  comfort  and  use- 
fulness of  the  little  sufferers.  Undue  confinement  and  too  protracted 
application  of  the  mental  powers  in  childhood,  would  invariably,  he  was 
convinced,  if  it  did  not  produce  positive  disease  and  suffering,  impair  the 
health  and  vi^or  of  the  system,  and  render  it  more  liable  to  the  influence 
of  those  morbid  influences  to  which  it  should  be  accidentally  subjected. 

"  Dr.  Moore  did  not  know  whether  the  opinion  of  the  Fellows  corres- 
ponded with  his  own  upon  this  subject,  nor  had  he  made  up  his  mind  as  to 
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what  action  would  be  proper  on  the  part  of  the  College,  in  order  to  direct 
the  attention  of  parents  and  teachers  to  the  evil  alluded  to,  with  a  view  to 
its  abatement. 

"  Several  of  the  Fellows  presented  their  views  upon  the  subject,  which, 
in  the  main,  corresponded  with  those  of  Dr.  Moore;  when,  on  motion, 
it  was 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  influence 
exerted  upon  the  health  of  children  by  the  present  system  of  discipline 
pursued  in  the  schools  of  this  city,  and  report  in  relation  thereto  at  an  early 
meeting  of  the  College. 

"  The  following  were  appointed  the  committee: — Drs.  J.  W.  Moore,  I. 
Parrish,  S.  Jackson,  Henry  Bond,  and  J.D.  Griscom." 


Epidemic  Cholera. — A  published  report  on  this  subject,  by  C.  B. 
Coventry,  ^M,D.,  Professor  of  Obstetrics  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in 
the  Geneva  Medical  College,  and  of  the  Buffalo  University,  has  been 
overlooked  some  weeks.  It  appears  that  the  author  recently  visited 
Europe,  under  instructions,  "  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  the  causes, 
and  ascertaining,  as  far  as  possible,  the  best  mode  of  prevention  and  treat- 
ment, of  the  Asiatic  cholera."  Those  who  have  the  pleasure  of  Dr, 
Coventry's  acquaintance,  or  the  least  knowledge  of  his  character  for  tho- 
roughness, may  be  assured  that  his  reputation  is  maintained  in  these  re- 
searches. We  trust  that  practitioners  will  avail  themselves  of  this  straight- 
forward, faithful  report  on  the  great  plague  of  modern  times. 


Analytical  Compendium. — Mr.  Mussey,  a  well-known  publisher  in  Bos- 
ton, has  promptly  sent  in  a  thick,  matter-of-fact  book,  which  is  a  compen- 
dium of  the  various  branches  of  medical  science  for  the  use  of  students. 
Now  medical  students,  poor  fellows,  had  an  elephantine  library  already 
prepared  for  them,  in  the  form  of  pocket  remembrancers,  vade  mecums, 
guides,  &c.  &c.  ;  yet  we  like  this  better  than  all  of  them,  simply  because 
it  has  the  advantage  of  compactness — a  consideration  which  those,  who, 
like  ourselves,  in  the  beginning,  could  afford  to  buy  but  few  books,  and 
which  it  was  therefore  essential  should  be  useful  ones.  In  the  one  under 
consideration,  there  are  seven  complete  works,  viz.,  a  treatise  on  anatomy, 
physiology,  surgery,  obstetrics,  materia  medica  and  therapeutics,  chemistry 
and  practice  of  medicine,  comprising  912  pages,  and  illustrated  by  333 
drawings  and  xylographic  cuts,  making  a  very  desirable  treasure  of  scien- 
tific knowledge,  also,  for  any  one  to  possess  who  is  so  fortunate  as  not  to 
study  physic.  John  Neill,  M.D.,  and  Francis  G.  Smith,  M.D.,  of  Phila- 
delphia, are  the  authors.  Their  industry  is  apparent  in  this  excellent  ag- 
gregation of  several  separate  publications  into  one  single  volume.  Their 
art  of  compression  is  worth  knowing,  especially  in  studies  legitimately  be- 
longing to  practical  medicine.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  Philadelphia,  are  the 
publishers. 


Ohio  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. — At  Columbus,  Ohio,  a  new  peri- 
odical has  been  commenced,  under  the  title  of  the  "  Ohio  Medical  and  Sur- 
gical Journal,"  to  appear  every  other  month,  under  the  editorial  supervi- 
sion of  John  Butterfield,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine  in 


166 


Medical  Intelligence. 


the  Starling  Medical  College.  The  amount  of  influence  that  the  institution, 
with  which  the  editor  is  associated,  can  exert  in  favor  of  the  enterprise, 
will  probably  secure  a  profitable  circulation.  There  is  a  large  and  rich 
field  which  may  be  culled  of  its  choice  flowers  for  the  pages  of  the  new 
Journal. 

From  ihe  observations  of  Dr.  Butterfield,  it  is  obvious  that  the  scheme 
was  no  sooner  conceived  than  executed,  in  the  presentation  of  a  specimen 
number.  Some  months  are  required  to  collect  matter,  and  to  arrange  the 
materials  which  are  to  give  character  and  stability  to  the  undertaking,  so 
that  the  first  number  of  a  contemplated  series  never  so  completely  satisfies 
those  in  whose  hands  it  falls,  as  the  numbers  that  follow.  We  are  gratified 
with  the  prospects  that  called  it  into  being,  and  beg  to  assure  Dr.  Butter- 
fleld  of  our  cordial  good  will — hoping  that  he  may  realize  all  the  advan- 
tages belonging  to  the  station,  while  he  instructs  and  advances  others  in 
the  interests  and  responsibilities  of  the  medical  profession,  and  at  the  same 
time  chronicles  the  transactions  of  our  day,  for  the  study,  comment  and 
edification  of  o-enerations  that  will  come  after  us. — Dr.  B.  has  been  guilty 
of  a  slight  oversight  in  this  number,  in  copying  a  valuable  article  from  our 
Journal  without  giving  us  credit. 


Nature  and  Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. — A  heavy,  beautifully-exe- 
cuted quarto,  of  348  pages,  has  been  published  by  Messrs.  Burgess,  Stringer 
&  Co.,  New  York,  entitled — "A  Complete  Practical  Work  on  the  Nature 
and  Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases,  and  other  affections  of  the  genito- 
urinary organs  of  the  male  and  female,  illustrated  by  a  great  number  of 
beautifu-lly-colored  plates,  and  many  finely-executed  delineations  on  wood. 
By  Horace  Bostwick,  M.D.,  author  of  a  Treatise  on  the  Nature  and  Treat- 
ment of  Seminal  Diseases,  &c." 

It  is  illustrated  by  extraordinary  specimens  of  colored  lithography,  equal- 
ling copper  engravings  in  the  delicacy  of  their  finish,  It  is  a  striking 
evidence  of  the  indomitable  perseverance  of  a  man  who  seems  to  have 
been  frowned  upon,  but  who  possesses  an  unconquerable  energy  that  will 
enable  him  to  leave  his  foot  prints  in  society,  so  that  he  will  be  spoken  of 
wheti  the  memorials  of  him  are  only  to  be  found  in  the  libraries  of  those 
who  know  not  that  he  was  both  censured  and  envied  while  living.  One 
universal  expression  of  disapprobation  is  manifested  by  the  profession  in 
this  country,  towards  those  who  give  themselves  notoriety  by  advertise- 
ments in  the  public  papers.  Yet  if  some,  who  have  eventually  become 
industrious  and  useful  members  of  the  profession,  had  not  resorted  lo  that 
method,  the  vulgar  public,  their  first  patrons,  would  never  have  known 
them.  The  bold  applicant  for  bread  braves  the  sneers  of  more  fortunate 
aspirants,  absolute  necessity  driving  him  to  introduce  himself  to  the  world 
sooner  than  all  the  refined  people  in  it  think  necessary.  But  some  of 
these  occasionally  triumph,  and  compel  even  foes,  as  an  act  of  justice,  to 
acknowledge  their  industry  and  talents.  Had  this  splendid  treatise  de- 
rived its  being  from  some  other  source,  it  would  have  received  more  lite- 
rary notice  and  applause  than  may  now  be  awarded  to  it.  Independently 
of  all  prejudices  or  extraneous  impressions,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  speak 
out  the  admiration  the  first  examination  has  excited.  We  shall  hereafter 
proceed  to  analyze  this  costly  publication,  and  endeavor  to  show  both  its 
merits  and  faults. 
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Medicine  and  Theology. — The  following  remarks  are  copied  into  the 
Protestant  Churchnnan,  of  New  York,  fronn  the  "  Calendar,"  another  re- 
ligious paper,  and  its  sentinnents  endorsed  by  the  editor  of  the  former  pe- 
riodical. We  are  glad  to  learn,  from  such  respectable  sources,  that  right 
views  of  this  matter  are  entertained  by  a  portion  of  the  clergy,  and  we 
trust  it  will  yet  be  found  that  this  portion  is  not  a  small  one.  After  copy- 
ing Dr.  Piatt's  resolutions  at  the  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  So- 
ciety, as  published  in  this  Journal,  the  editor  remarks: — 

"  The  above  has  been  treated  very  superciliously  by  a  portion  of  the 
press.  We  take  a  different  view  of  the  matter.  We  are  witnesses  of  the 
self-denyinof  labors  of  the  medical  profession  among  the  poor,  and  of  their 
delicate  and  generous  treatment  of  the  reverend  clergy.  We  '  honor  a 
physician,'  and  rejoice  to  bear  our  testimony  to  the  noble  charities  of  this 
class  of  our  fellow  citizens.  If  any  of  the  clergy  deserve  the  rebuke  which 
seems  to  be  thus  administered,  we  are  very  sorry.  Right  grievous  should 
we  feel  it,  if  a  practitioner  of  medicine  should  interfere  with  our  pre- 
scriptions as  spiritual  physicians,  and  we  gladly  concede  in  turn  the  immu- 
nities which  we  claim.  If  any  of  our  brethren  claim  the  privilege  of  act- 
ino-  otherwise,  we  certainly  agree  with  Dr.  Piatt  that  they  should  have  at 
least  the  privilege  of  paying  in  full." 


Dysentery. — To  the  Editor.  Sir, — I  have  recently  used  the  following 
mixture  in  cases  of  dysentery,  with  more  satisfaction  and  with  better  suc- 
cess than  anything  else  I  ever  used  : — R.  Mist,  camph.,  fj  viij.  ;  acid  nitric, 
f3j.  ;  tr.  op'ii,  f3ij.  M. 

As  soon  as  1  am  called,  whether  the  patient  has  unnatural  heat  or  not, 
if  an  adult,  I  commence  with  3  ss.  of  this  mixture  every  three  hours,  and 
confine  the  patient  to  rice  water  for  drink  and  nourishment.  I  sometimes 
add  more  laudanum,  where  the  pain  and  tenesmus  are  severe.  I  diminish 
the  frequency  of  the  dose,  as  the  evacuations  diminish.  I  frequently  use 
no  other  remedy.    This  preparation  is  a  modification  of  Hope's  mixture. 

iVo.  100  Salem  si.,  Boston,  Sept.,  1848.  Ephraim  Buck. 


Cholera  in  Russia.- — The  St.  Petersburg  papers  state  that  on  the  4th  of 
August  there  were  70S  cholera  patients  in  that  city.  On  the  5th,  33  fresh 
cases,  51  cures  and  17  deaths  ;  613  patients  remaining  on  hand  on  the 
same  day.  There  were  29  fresh  cases,  64  cures  and  12  deaths  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  and  624  patients  on  hand. 


To  Correspondents. — A  letter  from  Dr.  Wheaton,  of  Providence,  to  a  medical  gentleman 
of  this  city,  and  Dr.  Brown's  remarks  on  cliolera  morbus,  have  been  received. 


Died,— At  East  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Wm.  Cahoon,  of  Lyndon,  Vt. — At  Danbury,  Conn., 
Daniel  Comstock,  M.D.,  81. — At  Stockholm,  the  illustrious  chemist,  Berzelius,  69. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Sept.  Ifi,  89 — Males,  43 — females,  46. — 
Of  consumption.  18 — disease  of  the  bowels,  9 — dysentery,  21. — typhus  fever,  5 — diarrhoea,  3 — 
lunc^  fever,  1 — scarlet  fever,  5 — brain  fever,  1 — cholera  infantum,  4 — disease  of  the  brain,  1  — 
debility,  1 — old  aj;e,  2 — intemperance,  1 — measles,! — pleurisy,  1 — infantile,  3 — accidental,!—- 
dropsy  on  the  brain,  1 — disease  of  the  kidneys,  i — convulsions,  2 — disease  of  the  liver,  l_ieelh- 
ing',  1 . 

Under  5  years,  41 — between  .5  and  20  years,  8— between  20  and  40  years,  23 — between  40 
and  60  years,  10 — over  60  years,  7. 
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The  Success  of  Health  hisurance. — The  following  remarks  from  the. 
Traveller  newspaper,  of  this  city,  relate  to  a  subject  that  has  been  several 
times  alluded  to  in  this  Joui'nal,  and  which  is  assuming  a  high  degree  of 
importance  in  the  community. 

"  When  the  subject  of  Health  Insurance  was  first  broached,  many  regard- 
ed it  as  impracticable,  because  of  the  many  deceptions  that  would  be  put 
upon  the  companies.  It  was  natural  to  believe  that  among  the  policy-hold- 
ers there  would  be  quite  a  number  who  would  be  willing  to  'sham  Ahram.^ 
There  are  some  persons  in  every  community  who  much  prefer  to  abstain 
from  w^ork,  provided  they  can  have  an  insurance  company,  or  Odd  Fellows' 
lodge,  pay  them  six  or  eight  dollars  a  week  for  seeming  sick.  In  order  to 
guard  against  these  frauds,  the  Massachusetts  Health  Insurance  Company, 
of  this  city,  makes  it  a  condition  in  the  contract,  or  policy,  that  '  all  claims 
for  benefits  shall  be  substantiated  by  a  certificate  (under  oath,  or  affirma- 
tion, if  required)  from  the  medical  attendant  of  the  insured,  stating  the  dis- 
ease or  disability  under  which  the  insured  has  suffered,  and  the  commence- 
ment and  duration  of  the  same,  with  all  the  facts  in  the  case  necessary  to 
determine  whether  the  claim  of  the  insured  is  strictly  in  accordance  with 
the  meaning,  terms,  conditions,  &c.,  of  the  policy  and  application  of  the 
insured.'  This,  certainly,  is  a  very  prudent  and  proper  arrangement;  and 
without  it  the  impositions  upon  the  Company  must  be  numerous.  It  im- 
plies that  the  Company  will  insure  those  only  who  will  employ  proper 
medical  attendance  throughout  the  term  for  which  they  expect  to  draw 
money  from  the  institution.  This  is  the  bargain  with  the  insured,  in  black 
and  white,  at  the  outset,  audit  completely  foils  those  who  would  obtain  pay 
from  the  Company  for  sham  sickness  or  only  partial  disability.  Occasion- 
ally the  complaint  of  some  one  who  has  been  thus  foiled,  reaches  us,  but 
that  the  rule  operates  well  is  indicated  by  the  fact  that  this  Company  has 
not  objected  to  more  than  three  claims  out  of  all  wdiich  has  ever  been  made 
upon  them.  During  the  past  ten  or  twelve  months,  they  have  paid  out 
more  than  $8,000  to  sick  members.  In  the  month  of  August  last,  alone, 
they  paid  out  about  sixteen  hundred  dollars  to  120  policy-holders.  It  is 
evidently  for  the  interest  of  the  Company  to  pursue  a  just  cours^,  and  that 
it  has  always  done  so,  is  proved  by  the  extent  and  prosperity  of  its 
business." 


The  Cholera. — The  English  government  have  determined  to  take  early 
precautions  to  prevent  the  cholera  spreading,  in  the  event  of  any  cases  oc- 
curring in  ships  afloat,  having  ordered  the  "  Benbow  "  and  "  Devonshire," 
ships  of  the  line,  to  be  immediately  prepared  as  hospital  ships,  to  receive 
cholera  patients  ;  and  the  "  Iphigenia,"  Marine  Society's  ship,  is  ordered 
from  Greenwich,  and  the  boys  to  be  transferred  to  the  "  Venus,"  moored  off 
Charlton  Pier,  previous  to  that  ship  being  fitted  up  as  a  cholera  ship  also. 
— The  Parisians  have  had  a  great  hoax  played  upon  them.  Some  silly 
person  circulated  that  the  cholera  had  broken  out  in  London,  and  that  there 
were  a  thousand  cases  every  day.  The  French  paper,  L'Union  Medicale, 
very  justly  contradicts  this  wicked  invention.  L'Avenir  National,  of  the 
21st  Aug.,  states,  however,  that  on  the  9th,  seventeen  cases  of  Asiatic  cho- 
lera occurred  in  Berlin  ;  it  had  also  appeared  at  Charlottenberg  and  Stettin  ; 
so  that  it  is  actually  progressing  towards  this  country. — London  Lancet, 
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EXTRACTION  OF  A  FISH-HOOK  FROM  THE  NECK. 

BT  SOLOMON    D.  TOWNSEND,  M.D.,   ONE    OF     THE    SURGEONS     OF     THE  MASSACHUSETTS 

GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

ICommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  ] 

The  following  interesting  surgical  case  occurred  to  me  at  the  MassacliU' 
setts  General  Hosjjital. 

Will.  H.,  a3t.  41,  while  fishing,  in  company  with  another  person,  for 
"blue  fish,"  off  Cape  Cod,  on  Sunday,  Aug.  13th,  was  wounded  by  a 
cod-hook,  measuring  an  inch  across  from  the  point  to  the  commence- 
ment of  the  curvature.  He  gave  the  following  account  of  the  accident. 
As  his  companion  was  throwing  round  the  hook,  with  a  heavy  lead  at- 
tached to  the  shank  by  about  three  feet  of  the  line,  preparatory  to  cast- 
ing it  some  distance  into  the  water,  the  line  parted,  and  tlie  lead  and 
hook  were  projected  with  great  force,  striking  the  barb  into  the  left 
side  of  his  neck.  The  blow  was  given  with  such  power  as  nearly  to 
knock  him  down :  and  the  hook,  after  burying  nearly  the  whole  of  the 
bow  in  the  side  of  the  neck,  broke  off,  leaving  a  little  over  a  quarter  of 
an  inch  of  the  shank  protruding  from  the  wound.  The  portion  im- 
bedded was  of  this  size  and  shape.  There 
was  no  haemorrhage  of  importance,  either 
at  the  time  of  the  accident  or  afterwards. 
An  attempt  was  made  by  a  physician,  on 
the  evening  of  the  same  day,  to  pull  the 
hook  from  the  wound  ;  he  only  succeeded,  howerer,  in  raising  it  a  little 
above  the  level  of  the  skin. 

The  patient  presented  himself  at  the  Hospital  on  Tuesday,  the  15di. 
The  hook  was  then  imbedded  in  the  neck,  at  the  anterior  side  of  the 
left  stern o-mastoid  muscle,  about  an  inch  below  the  angle  of  the  jaw, 
and  about  a  quarter  of  an  inch  of  it  only  exposed,  giving  the  impression 
that  it  had  passed  under  and  around  the  mastoid  muscle,  and  that  its 
point  lay  deeply  seated  under  the  edge  of  that  muscle.  The  pulsation 
of  the  carotid  was  felt  immediately  under  the  entrance  of  the  hook. 

In  consultation  with  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  the  only  one  of  the  Sur- 
geons of  the  House  present,  and  to  whom  1  feel  much  indebted  for  his 
readiness  in  suggesting  expedients  during  this  unusual  operation,  it  was 
decided  to  cut  down  upon  the  hook  at  its  entrance,  as  there  was  not 
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enough  remaining  externally  to  enable  me  to  push  it  through,  and  the 
point  was  also  so  deeply  imbedded,  there  would  be  a  risk  of  wounding 
some  important  vessel  in  its  passage  out. 

The  following  details  of  the  operation  are  for  the  most  part  taken 
from  the  records  of  the  House  : — 

The  patient  having  been  narcotized  by  chloric  ether,  the  operation 
was  commenced  by  an  incision  three  inches  long,  extending  from  a  short 
distance  below  the  left  ear,  through  the  wound  made  by  the  hook  down 
into  the  body  of  the  sterno-mastoid,  in  a  direction  nearly  parallel  to  the 
external  jugular  vein,  and  half  an  inch  in  front  of  it.  The  dissection 
was  then  continued  towards  the  deep  parts  of  the  neck,  following  the 
shaft  of  the  hook.  The  direction  of  the  operation  was  now  necessarily 
changed,  owing  to  the  impossibility  of  reaching  the  point  of  the  hook 
without  dividing  the  muscular  fibres  transversely.  A  second  incision 
was  then  made,  extending  from  about  the  middle  of  the  first,  two  inches 
backwards,  dividing  the  external  jugular  vein,  both  ends  of  which  were 
tied,  until  the  sterno-tnastoid  was  cut  across,  exposing  the  point  of  the 
barb  of  the  hook  bound  down  by  a  small  quantity  of  tissue,  !nost  of 
which  was  lifted  over  the  barb  by  means  of  a  bent  probe,  and  the  re- 
maining minute  fibres  divided  by  the  knife.  The  hook  was  then  with- 
drawn in  the  direction  of  its  point. 

Several  times  during  the  operation,  upon  passing  a  grooved  director 
into  the  wound  over  the  hook,  there  was  a  free  arterial  haemorrhao[e  from 
a  deep-seated  point.  This  haemorrhage,  however,  seemed  to  be  checked 
whenever  the  hook  was  drawn  upward  and  the  parts  made  tense  across" 
its  barb.  Immediately  on  the  hook  being  withdrawn,  there  was  a  co- 
pious and  sudden  flow  of  arterial  blood  from  deep  parts,  where  the 
point  had  been  imbedded.  This  was  immediately  checked  by  pressure 
from  the  fingers  of  an  assistant  ;  and  it  appearing  probable  that  the 
haemorrhage  proceeded  either  from  the  carotid  or  a  large  branch  of  that 
vessel,  and  the  bleeding  point  being  too  deep  for  ligature,  it  was  decided 
to  tie  the  common  carotid. 

The  incision  was  accordingly  continued  from  its  lower  angle  two 
inches  further  downward,  along  the  anterior  edge  of  the  sterno-mastoid, 
the  muscle  drawn  to  the  outside,  and  the  vessel  exposed  and  tied  just 
above  the  hyoid  muscle. 

The  patient  was  entirely  insensible,  from  the  inhalation  of  ether,  dur- 
ing the  whole  period  of  the  operation.  Nothing  occurred  unfavorable  to 
the  patient  until  the  20th,  when  a  free  venous  haemorrhage  took  place, 
which  was  arrested  by  pressing  a  sponge  into  the  wound.  On  the  22d 
the  ligatures  from  the  jugular  vein  were  removed,  and  on  the  2d  of 
September  that  from  the  carotid  came  away.  On  the  7th  he  was  dis- 
charged well. 

I  have  every  reason  to  suppose,  from  the  direction  which  the  hook 
took,  that  it  must  have  passed  between  the  carotid  artery  and  jugular 
vein;  and  when  we  consider  the  importance  of  the  vessels  in  whose  vi- 
cinity it  was  projected,  his  escape  may  be  looked  upon  as  almost  miraculous. 


(  ni  ) 


YELLOW  FEVER,  TYPHUS  AND  SCARLATINA. 

A  LETTER  FROM  LEVI  WHEATOV,    MD.,  OK    PROVIDENCE,  R.  I.,    TO    WILLIAM  INGALI.S, 

M.I).,  OF  BOSTON. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Siirgical  Journnl.] 

Dear  Sir, — The  books  you  had  tlie  goodness  to  send  me  lately,  were 
very  welcome,  not  only  as  afFoiding  tne  subjects  for  reflection,  but  as  prov- 
inij:  you  had  not  forgotten  an  old  friend.  I  am  a  iireat  reader — a  book  is 
my  best  i-esource  in  the  monotonous  and  compai-ativ^ely  retired  life  1  lead. 
But  I  confess  of  late  years  my  reading  has  been  less  on  medical  subjects 
than  formerly.  To  keep  myself  an  courant  with  the  practical  improve- 
ments of  the  day,  I  am  not  inattentive  altogether  to  the  medical  journals 
with  which  we  abound,  always  aware  that  there  are  false  facts  as  well  as 
false  theories;  but  with  systematic  works  and  theoi'ies,  and  a  succession 
of  new  doctrines,  of  which  1  have  witnessed  the  mutability  and  incon- 
clusiveness  for  seventy  years  past,  I  am  faiily  disgusted,  and  have  almost 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  certainty  in  phijsic  is  unattainable.  I  have 
sometimes  been  led  to  parody  these  lines  of  Pope,  as  being  as  applica- 
ble to  the  living  body  as  to  the  soul  of  man — 

"  Man's  superior  part, 
Uncheck'd  m;i  v  climb,  and  rise  from  art  (o  art ; 
But  when  his  own  g  reat  work  is  Inil  be^iin, 
What /ancij  wca^'cs.  by  reason  is  undone  " — 

or  like  the  fabled  web  of  Penelope,  the  work  of  the  day  is  unravelled 
by  the  reflections  of  the  night. 

In  the  year  1778,  in  the  heat  of  the  Revolutionary  war,  when  a 
British  army  had  taken  possession  of  Newport,  and  our  College  broken 
up,  I  betook  myself  to  tlie  study  of  medicine — and  as  it  was  required 
that  every  young  man  should  act  a  part,  I  entered  the  military  hospital 
in  this  town,  in  the  character  of  surgeon's  mate.  I  sought  information 
from  books — but  medical  books  were  scarce,  incredibly  so  compared  with 
the  present ;  yet  I  had  occasional  access  to  the  library  of  Dr.  Eyeres — 
a  learned  old  gentleman,  who  had  been  driven  from  his  home  in  New- 
port by  the  enemy.  He  handed  me  one  day  Boerhaave's  Aphorisms, 
saying,  emphatically,  "  there,  young  man,  is  a  volume  of  truths  as  im- 
moveable as  the  everlasting  hills";  and  such  was  the  imposing  cha- 
racter of  this  work  on  an  unsophisticated  mind — so  logically  had  this 
I    truly  great  man  deduced  a  system  of  chemico-mechanical  pathology  from 

I postulates  or  premises  which  were  generally  admitted,  that  1  of  course  was 
convinced — especially  as  it  was,  and  had  been,  the  prevailing  doctrine 
for  more  than  half  a  century.    But  I  saw  the  last  of  it.    The  medical 
world,  so  given  to  change,  about  this  time  discovered  that  this  humoral 
pathology  was  not  adequate  to  ex})lain  all  the  phenomena  of  disease — 
that  men  had  nerves  as  well  as  blood,  solids  as  well  as  fluids.  From 
some  suggestions  of  Hoffman,  improved  by  CuUen,  a  new  system  was 
1    introduced,  and  the  Edinburgh  school  superseded  that  of  Leyden,  and 
Cullen's  First  Lines  became  the  text-book  and  vade  mecum  with  the 
I    most  respectable  British  and   American  physicians  for  the  latter  half 
I   of  the  last  century.    This  system  again  had  an  imposing  air — his  faith- 
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ful  and  graphic  description  of  diseases,  his  reformation  in  therapeutics, 
expunging  a  farrago  of  useless  remedies,  denoted  progress.  But  his  theory, 
although  sometimes  plausible,  in  the  leading  and  most  important  arlicie, 
fever,  proved  in  its  turn  unsatisfactory.  It  was  rudely  shaken  by  his 
countryman,  Brown,  a  bold  and  original  thinker,  whose  new  classification 
of  diseases  into  what  he  called  sthenic  and  asthenic,  whose  doctrines  of 
excitement  and  excitability,  made  a  deep  and  lasting  in^.pression  on  the 
medical  world  at  large  ;  but  the  excess  to  which  he  practically  carried 
the  use  of  stimulants,  hurt  his  own  credit  and  that  of  his  system.  Im- 
perfect as  it  was,  however,  it  probably  gave  an  impulse  to  the  more 
finished  and  systematic  work  of  Darwin,  a  man  of  undoubted  genius.  When 
he  gave  his  Zoonomia  to  the  public,  he  evidently  thought  he  had  pro- 
duced a  work  cere  perennius.  But  the  event  proved  that  his  idol 
had  more  of  clay  than  brass  in  its  composition  ;  it  soon  crumbled,  and 
its  fragments  were  undeservedly  neglected.  The  succession  of  system 
builders  and  theorists,  who  for  the  last  fifty  years  have  taxed  their  wits 
to  fill  the  vacuum,  I  cannot  enumerate.  Tlie  failure  of  so  many  men  of 
superior  talents  to  establish  a  theory  which  could  satisfactorily  explain  the 
remote  and  proximate  cause  of  disease,  proves  the  intrinsic  difficulty  of  the 
subject,  if  not  the  futility  of  the  attempt.  The  chief  merit  of  these  at- 
tempts is,  that  their  authors  have  all,  more  or  less,  summoned  facts  to  their 
support  which  might  not  otherwise  have  seen  the  light — for  they  have 
taken  care  to  preserve  a  flexibility  in  their  several  systems  to  bend  to 
facts,  rather  than  to  make  facts,  which  are  stubborn  things,  bend  to  them. 

The  presence  and  identity  of  fever,  every  body  recognizes ;  but  no  one 
has  hitherto  been  able  to  explain  its  nature.  From  the  multiform  appear- 
ances it  exhibits,  it  has  been  justly  called  a  Protean  disease — an  epi- 
thet happily  chosen  ;  for  although  Proteus  was  well  known  when  he 
chose  to  make  himself  visible,  he  "  was  difficult  of  access,  and,  when  con- 
sulted, he  refused  to  give  answers,  by  immediately  assuming  different 
shapes,  and  eluding  the  grasp." 

As  you  justly  observe,  "  from  our  total  ignorance  of  the  principle  of 
vitality,  we  have  no  guaranty  for  the  truth  of  any  theory  "  ;  and  it  might 
be  added,  from  our  imperfect  knowledge  of  the  composition  of  the  fluids, 
of  ultimate  anatomy  and  the  capillary  organism,  by  and  through  which 
this  principle  exerts  itself,  till  further  enlightened  by  chemistry  and  the 
microscope.  And  yet  the  physician  who  knows  all  that  is  at  present 
knowable  on  the  subject,  when  called  upon  to  try  his  clinical  capacity, 
to  a  certain  extent  must  and  will  theorize — if,  as  Cullen  says,  to  think 
is  to  theorize.  He  must  compare  the  case  presented  with  others  he  has 
seen — recollect  not  only  his  own  experience  but  that  of  others,  and 
reason  as  best  he  may  from  analogy — in  short,  he  must  think.  If  a 
prudent  man,  where  there  is  a  clear  indication  for  action,  he  will  act; 
in  a  doubtful  case,  he  will  forbear  action,  and  pursue  an  expectant  plan. 
In  a  case  of  fever,  for  instance,  a  disease  which  does  the  work  of  death 
for  half  the  human  family,  he  will  not  stop  to  inquire  what  fever  is,  in  the 
abstract — knowing  it  to  be,  in  the  present  state  of  our  knowledge,  a  vain 
inquiry.  For  all  practical  purposes,  he  will  wisely  conclude,  with  a  late 
sensible  writer  on  the  subject,  that  the  unmistakeable  assemblage  of  symp- 
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toms  which  we  call  "  fever,  is  in  a  great  degree  peculiar  to  the  human 
race,  and  which  never,  as  an  idiopathic  disease,  affects  the  lower  ani- 
mals, and  rarely  the  uncivilized  man  ;  for  the  Negro  tribes  feel  little  of 
malarious  fever,  and  the  Indian  races  are  far  less  subject  to  it  than  the 
European — that  physic  is  in  a  great  measure  powerless  before  it ;  it  will 
run  its  course  in  every  climate  and  every  constitution  ;  it  cannot  be  pre- 
vented, and  so  completely  is  its  dominion  establislied,  when  once  begun, 
that  the  least  interference  with  violent  remedies  the  better.  The  battle 
is  to  be  fought  by  the  nurse,  mainly,  whether  in  the  shape  of  physician 
or  other  attendant  it  matters  not.  The  best  general  rule  is  to  watch  the 
case,  meet  the  symptoms  as  they  arise,  prescribe  what  agrees  with  the 
patient,  avoid  what  disagrees,  and  leave  the  result  to  nature."  I  quote 
this  as  applicable  to  essential  or  idiopathic  fever;  in  inflammatory  or 
eruptive  fevers,  the  interference  of  art  may  be  more  efficient. 

After  thus  expressing  my  want  of  confidence  in  the  power  of  medi- 
cine over  fevers  in  general,  you  will  not  be  surprised  to  hear  me  say, 
that  I  have  as  little  in  any  known  remedy  for  yellow  fever.  Between 
the  years  1795  and  1805,  it  was  my  lot  to  see  much  of  this  fever — 
twice  in  New  York  and  twice  in  this  city.    About  the  latter  period,  1 
was  requested  by  the  editors  of  the  New  York  Medical  Repository,  to 
furnish  a  history  of  the  disease  as  it  had  appeared  in  Providence,  with 
all  the  facts  that  had  a  bearing  upon  the  then  mooted  question  of  its 
foreign  or  domestic  origin.    I  was  aware  that  the  editors  advocated  the 
latter,  and  at  that  time  1  confess  I  was  of  their  opinion.    I  wish  it  was  in 
my  power  to  send  the  number  containing  this  article,  at  the  close  of 
which  I  made  some  remarks  u[)on  the  different  modes  of  practice  adopt- 
ed here — the  cathartic,  the  bleeding,  the  sudorific  and  the  mercurial, 
with  about  equal  success.    To  the  latter  I  objected  as  worse  than  useless, 
although  sanctioned  by  Rush,  for  which  heresy  1  was  severely  criticized. 
But  this  did  not  alter  my  opinion,  which  time  has  more  and  more  con- 
firmed.   I  contended,  1  recollect,  that  in  bad  cases,  the  salivation,  if  it 
was  a  cure,  could  not  be  seasonably  excited,  whilst  in  slight  and  per- 
haps imaginary  cases,  where  the  wonted  susceptibility  to  the  action  of 
mercury  was  unimpaired,  a  speedy  salivation  had  a  credit  which  did  not 
belong  to  it — it  was  the  consequence  rather  than  the  cause  of  convales- 
cence, or,  as  I  said,  like  the  plan  taught  boys  for  catching  birds  by  put- 
ting salt  on  their  tails,  the  bird  must  be  first  caught.    Yet,  thanks  to  Dr. 
Rush,  this  absurd  and  mischievous  plan  of  treating  fever  was  adopted 
and  pursued  for  a  series  of  years  throughout  the  country.    Your  elder 
Dr.  Warren,  if  I  mistake  not,  wrote  a  book  in  its  defence,  and  I  have 
had  reason  to  believe  that  thousands  have  been  subjected  by  this  prac- 
tice to  a  cruel  sore  mouth  for  three  or  four  weeks,  for  slight  febrile  at- 
tacks, which  with  common  sense  for  a  nurse,  would  not  have  lasted  as 
many  days — to  say  nothing  of  the  sequela3. 

Your  idea  of  the  remote  cause  of  yellow  fever  is  ingenious,  and  merits 
consideration.  Your  opinion,  at  any  rate,  that  it  has  in  this  country 
been  confined  to  the  seaboard — or,  as  Mr.  Jefferson  expresses  it,  "  that  it 
has  not  prevailed  beyond  the  reach  of  tide-water" — I  am  now  inclined 
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to  adopt,  which  I  was  not  forty  years  ago.    The  numerous  cases  tlien  re- 
ported in  proof  of  such  a  fever  prevailing  in  various  localities  in  the 
interior,  upon  more  mature  reflection  I  conclude  must  have  been  varie- 
ties of  mahgnant  fever  generated  by  the  miasmata  of  local  nuisances,  and 
that,  as  you  say,  "  tlie  yellow  fever  is  a  disease  sui  generis. Indeed,  1 
may  carry  the  idea  farther  than  you  intended  it.    I  was  early  struck 
witli  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Chisholm,  that  the  fever  which  appeared  in 
Grenada  in  1792  was  not  tiie  yellow  fever  he  had  been  accustomed  to 
see  there,  but  a  new  disease  imported  recently  in  a  ship  from  Boulam, 
coast  of  Africa,  and  henee  called  the  Boulam  fever.    Its  appearance  the 
next  year  in  Philadelphia  favored  the  idea  of  its  having  been  imported, 
ratlier  than  generated  by  damaged  coffee  or  other  nuisances  about  the 
wharves  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  the  first  appearance  of  this  disease, 
in  any  of  our  seaports,  has  usually  been  coupled  with  the  arrival  of  some 
foul  vessel  from  a  port  where  such  a  disease  was  prevalent — but  occur- 
ring at  a  season  when  heat,  moisture  and  local  filth  were  co-operating  to 
breed  a  plague  in  the  locality,  its  true  origin  became  a  subject  of  con- 
troversy— hinc  ill(B  lachrymce,  and  the  ink  that  has  been  shed  over  it. 
It  would  go  far  to  settle  this  question  if  we  should  suppose,  with  Dr. 
Chisholm,  this  to  be  a  new  disease,  capable,  under  certain  circumstances, 
of  being  propagated  by  specific  contairion,  and  bearing  the  same  relation 
to  the  ordinary  yellow  fever  of  the  West  Indies,  that  the  Asiatic  cholera 
(itself  a  new  disease)  does  to  the  well-known  cholera  morbus  of  this 
and  other  countries— deriving  the  name  merely  from  some  faint  family- 
resemblance.    And  in  support  of  this  hypothesis,  it  might  be  urged  that 
in  our  constant  intercourse  with  the  West  Indies,  where  yellow  fever  is 
endemial,  it  had  never  before  been  imported — nor  had  it  ever  been  c?o- 
rnesticated  by  those  local  causes  which  must  have  annually  been  in  force, 
and  upon  which  so  much  stress  has  been  laid. 

I  agree  with  you  that  this  fever,  as  we  have  had  it,  is  not  contagious 
but  under  a  rare  combination  of  circumstances,  partly  known  and  partly  un- 
known. Diseases  acknowledged  to  be  contagious,  are  so  in  very  different 
degrees.  Smallpox,  measles,  scarlet  fever,  hooping  cough,  erysipelas,  are 
all  held  to  be  contagious — but  in  what  a  gradation  I  Yellow  fever  is  not 
contagious  in  a  clean  and  airy  situation  ;  it  is  not  there  communicable 
by  the  person,  apparel,  or  egesta  of  the  patient,  to  his  attendants  ;  but 
concentrated  in  the  infected  district,  where  it  first  made  its  appearance, 
a  matter  of  contagion  would  seem  to  be  more  active — whether  by  efflu- 
via from  the  body  of  the  sick,  or  by  the  miasmata,  or  fomites,  which 
sickened  him,  is  hard  to  say.  But  all  that  adheres  to  the  patient  is 
readily  diluted  and  rendered  innoxious  by  change  of  place.  In  the  year 
1800  I  had  charge  of  most  of  the  patients,  a  great  number,  affected 
with  this  disease  here,  most  of  whom  were  removed  immediately  to  a 
new  hospital  south-west  of  the  town — a  roomy  house,  in  an  airy,  elevated 
situation,  where  there  was  not  an  instance  of  an  attendant,  male  or  fe- 
male nurse,  taking  the  disease.  For  myself,  I  took  care  to  pass  as  little 
time  as  possible  in  the  infected  district.  Not  so  with  my  predecessor. 
Dr.  Comstock,  in  1797,  when  the  patients  were  generally  suffered  to  re« 
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main  in  their  own  houses.  He  passed  much  of  his  time  there,  and  sick- 
ened and  died  of  the  disease. 

The  first  case  of  yellow  fever  I  ever  saw,  was  in  the  month  of  August, 
1795,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  where,  to  my  great  grief  and  surprise, 
I  found  the  very  particular  friend  I  went  to  visit  on  my  way  home  to 
Hudson,  prostrate  with  this  disease.  It  was  the  third  or  fourth  day  of 
his  illness — as  yellow  as  an  orange,  distressed  at  stomach,  but  clear 
in  mind.  He  was  attended  by  two  of  the  most  eminent  physicians  in 
the  city,  Drs.  Samuel  Bard  and  William  Pitt  Smith.  I  passed  most  of 
my  time  by  the  bed-side  of  my  friend,  and  of  course  had  repeated  in- 
terviews with  his  physicians.  I  soon  found  they  had  seen  as  little  of  the 
yellow  fever  as  myself — for  when  it  raged  in  Philadelphia  two  years  be- 
fore, their  city  was  exempt.  I  went  to  a  bookstore,  and  picked  up  all  I 
could  find  that  related  to  the  subject ;  and  among  others,  the  work  you 
mention  of  Dr.  Jackson,  with  which  I  was  jnuch  pleased.  I  was  par- 
ticularly struck  widi  his  recommendation  of  cold  bathing  in  the  treatment 
of  this  fever — but  too  late  for  my  friend  ;  he  died,  and  the  next  day  I 
took  his  family  on  board  a  sloop  belonging  to  them,  and  then  lying  at  the 
wharf  near  their  residence,  in  Water  street,  including  a  younger  brother 
who  had  just  come  down  with  the  fever.  After  entering  the  North  river, 
homeward,  the  wind  failing  us,  we  came  to  for  the  night;  but  we  had 
the  benefit  of  a  fiee  air,  and  a  clean,  roomy  cabin  at  our  disposal.  Look- 
ing at  my  patient  in  the  morning,  I  was  alarmed  by  an  ominous  symp- 
tom— blood  trickling  from  either  nostril.  Dr.  Jackson's  suffgestion  occur- 
red  to  me.  I  had  the  patient  taken  up  and  seated  in  a  round-about  Winsor 
chair,  and  dashed  upon  him  a  pailful  of  cold  vinegar.  He  was  then 
wiped  dry,  and  laid  in  a  clean  shirt  on  his  bed.  He  soon  fell  asleep,  and 
had  no  more  bleeding  at  the  nose — and  by  a  repetition  of  this  process 
twice  a-day,  for  three  or  four  days,  he  convalesced,  and  soon  recovered — 
thanks  to  Dr.  Jackson.  This  was  the  first  cure  I  ever  made  of  yellow 
fever.  I  am  led  to  mention  it,  perhaps,  from  the  coincidence  of  your 
referring  to  the  same  writer.  I  have  not  seen  his  book  for  many  years, 
having  given  my  copy  to  a  young  surgeon  bound  to  India. 

You  will  by  this  time,  my  dear  sir,  think  you  have  had  enough  of  my 
scepticism,  and  be  ready  to  confer  upon  me  the  title  of  Doctor  Douhty — 
but  excuse  me,  I  have  not  yet  quite  done.  Of  the  ship  fever  you  name, 
whether  a  new  disease,  or  an  old  one  under  a  new  name,  1  have  seen  but 
few  cases,  although  I  have  heard  much  of  its  ravages  in  New  York  and 
Canada,  all  ascribed  to  the  same  source — ships  from  Europe  crowded 
with  passengers.  We  have  had  formerly  in  this  town  two  visitations  of 
a  malignant  fever,  which  I  take  to  have  been  of  the  same  character 
and  origin.  One  was  in  1776,  upon  the  arrival  of  Commodore  Hopkins 
from  a  cruise  in  the  West  Indies.  His  second  ship,  the  Columbus, 
afforded  the  greatest  number  of  sufferers,  and  hence  the  disease  was 
called  the  Columbus  fever.  Many  of  these  poor  fellows  were  landed  to 
die  here,  and  to  spread  the  disease,  to  some  extent,  among  the  inhabi- 
tants. The  second  was  four  years  later.  Of  this,  the  victims  were 
chiefly  prisoners  returned  from  British  prison  ships,  and  hence  called  the 
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prison-ship  fever  ;  all  originating  from  the  same  causes — want  of  room, 
fresh  air,  cleanliness,  and  wholesome  food,  owing  to  the  inexperience,  in- 
attention, or  inhumanity,  of  those  who  had  them  in  chaige.  Of  the 
former,  I  was  too  young  to  observe  much.  I  remember  to  have  seen 
some  drop  to  die  in  the  street.  With  the  latter,  I  was  professionally 
conversant.  We  considered  it  similar  to  the  jail  or  hospital  fever  de- 
scribed by  Sir  John  Pringle,  and  his  book  on  the  subject  was  our  best 
guide  in  the  treatment.  If  Cullen  is  right  in  considering  the  remote 
cause  of  fever  to  be  human  or  marsh  effluvia,  these  belong  to  the 
former,  liowever  vague  the  term.  Indeed  I  have  been  inclined  to 
make  something  like  that  distinction  between  the  diseases  of  our  eastern 
and  the  inteiior  country.  In  the  West,  wliere  agues  and  remittent 
fevers  prevail,  febrile  diseases  in  general  lequire  and  bear  a  different 
treatment,  from  what  we  find  safe  or  allowable  here.  Bark,  or  its  essence 
quinine,  for  example,  after  a  little  preparation  by  antimony  or  a  ca- 
thartic, is  a  sovereign  remedy  there ;  whilst  in  any  stage  of  our  fevers,  it 
is  almost  always  hurtful. — On  the  borders  of  the  Hudson,  where  ague  and 
fever  and  bilious  remittents  prevailed  in  1794-5,  I  had  abundant  oppor- 
tunities of  treating  scarlet  fever,  which  was  epidemic.  I  found  nothing 
succeed  but  an  antiseptic  and  stimulant  plan.  I  gave  more  bark  and 
wine,  and  even  brandy,  than  I  ever  gave  in  any  febrile  complaint  before, 
and  with  almost  uniform  success,  and  it  became  the  general  practice. 
The  country  people  had  the  sagacity  to  adopt  it.  They  found,  that  if 
they  sent  for  a  physician  to  their  children,  he  gave  them  an  antimonial 
emetic  or  other  evacuant,  which  run  them  down  at  once — and  consi- 
dering it  an  eruptive  disease,  and  like  the  measles  requiring  cordials  to 
bring  out  the  eruption,  instead  of  sending  for  a  pliysician  they  seni  to 
the  nearest  country  store  for  a  jug  of  brandy,  and  kept  their  skins  full  of 
brandy  toddy,  and  generally  recovered.  Now  I  know  from  my  own  ex- 
perience, and  that  of  some  of  my  most  respectable  brethren  of  the  pro- 
fession, that  this  practice  will  not  do  here.  In  my  own  practice  for  seve- 
ral years  past,  avoiding  evacuants,  unless  the  mild  emetic  of  ipecac,  you 
mention,  and  that  not  constantly,  I  trust  the  issue  to  sponging,  with  cold 
water,  the  skin  if  over  hot,  to  gargles,  and  the  liberal  use  of  muriatic  acid 
well  diluted. 

But  1  will  fatigue  you  no  more  with  these  rambling  speculations. 
Pardon  the  egotism  and  garrulity  of  an  old  man,  and  believe  him  as  ever 
with  great  respect  your  sincere  friend,  Levi  Wheaton. 

Providence,  Sept.  5.  1848. 


CHOLERA  MORBUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jourjial. 

Sir, — 1  am  induced  to  make  the  following  observations,  from  recent  per- 
sonal experience,  and  from  seeing  and  treating  others  in  the  course  of 
my  practice.    No  disease  to  which  man  is  liable  will  prostrate  him  more 
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efFectually,  and  with  greater  despatch,  and  make  him  feel  his  "  entire 
nothingness,"  than  the  cholera  morbus.  It  is  a  common  but  distressing 
sickness,  frequently  making  its  attack  with  hasty  premonitory  symptoms. 
That  the  immediate  cause  is  the  suspension  of  the  powers  of  digestion, 
from  some  circumstance,  no  one  will  probably  have  reason  to  doubt.  It 
takes  place  when  the  weather  is  warm,  the  body  fatigued,  and  after  eating 
a  full  meal  of  some  kind  of  food  which  does  not  readily  digest,  espe- 
cially articles  that  have  a  tendency  to  putridity.  I  have  known  a  whole 
neighborhood  thrown  into  an  "  uproar "  and  consternation,  by  eating 
damaged  lobsters  in  hot  weather.  The  nausea  and  violent  spasmodic 
efforts  of  the  stomach  indicate  that  its  contents  are  very  offensive  to  it. 
The  suspension  of  animal  heat,  the  appalling  chills,  the  slow  feeble 
pulse,  and  that  indescribable  deathly  sensation  about  the  praecordia,  indi- 
cate some  sudden  suspension  of  action  in  the  vital  functions. 

Dr.  Cullen  and  others  have  supposed  that  excess  of  bile  produced 
the  cholera  ;  but  I  have  been  unable  to  detect  anything  resembling  bile 
in  the  first  discharges  in  any  case.  The  discharges  of  bile  which  some- 
times happen  are  probably  owing  to  the  continued  violent  spasmodic 
efforts  to  vomit,  which  cause  the  unnatural  retrograde  motion  of  the  bile 
backward  through  the  pylorus  into  the  stomach,  and  it  is  then  discharged 
from  the  mouth.  The  periodical  cramps,  which  return  at  short  intervals, 
I  believe  are  in  the  muscular  coats  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  rather 
than  in  the  external  abdominal  muscles.  At  the  commencement  of  the 
disease,  the  first  indication  is  a  sensation  of  rapid  fermentation  in  the 
stomach,  accompanied  with  a  gaseous  commotion,  which  is  succeeded 
by  moderate  spasms  at  first,  but  soon  increasing  to  the  most  excruciating 
violence,  with  short  intervals  of  comparative  ease  succeeding  the  dis- 
charges. The  discharges  are  generally  a  fermenting  acid  mass  of  matter, 
apparently  destitute  of  bile,  and  tending  strongly  and  rapidly  to  pu- 
trefliction. 

That  fermentation  in  the  stomach  and  digestive  functions  is  the  im- 
mediate and  exciting  cause  of  cholera,  I  fully  believe,  and  the  remedies 
which  give  the  most  speedy  relief  are  evidence  in  confirmation  of  that 
belief.  In  many  cases  the  discharges  from  the  mouth  are  almost  caus- 
tic from  acidit}^  (which  was  the  fact  in  my  own),  notwithstanding  there 
were  no  indications  of  acidity  in  the  stomach  previously  to  the  attack. 

The  remedies  which  I  have  found  to  give  the  most  speedy  and  effec- 
tual relief,  are  alkalies  and  anodynes,  combined  in  very  minute  doses,  and 
often  repeated  after  the  first  discharges,  which  generally  take  place  before 
the  physician  is  called.  I  dissolve  from  fifteen  to  thirty  grains  of  car- 
bonate of  potass  or  soda  (the  former  is  preferable)  in  about  a  gill  of  wa- 
ter; then  add  from  two  to  four  common  teaspoonfuls  of  the  camphorat- 
ed tincture  of  opium,  according  to  the  age  and  constitution  of  the  pa- 
tient, and  give  of  this  mixture  from  one  to  two  or  three  teaspoonfuls  once 
in  fi'om  half  an  horn*  to  one  or  more  hours,  according  to  the  urgency  of  the 
symptoms.  In  adults,  when  the  spasms  are  violent,  I  give  from  half  to 
a  grain  or  more  of  opium  in  a  pill,  at  intervals  to  correspond  to  the  pa- 
tient's sufferings.    After  pursuing  this  course  a  short  time,  I  have  sel- 
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dom  known  it  fail  to  nllay  the  fermentation  in  the  gastric  region,  and 
produce  the  most  satisfactory  results. 

It  is  a  domestic  practice  to  use  alkalies  to  check  rapid  fermentation  in 
dough,  wliich  it  does  effectually,  and  it  is  as  reasonable  to  suppose  that 
it  should  check  the  fermentation  and  gaseous  disturbance  in  the  digestive 
functions  in  choleia,  by  neutralizing  the  gastric  acid.  1  am  loth  to  dis- 
sent from  such  high  authority  as  Dr.  Watson,  but  my  convictions  com- 
pel me  to  the  measure.  He  says^ — "  And  the  great  irritation  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels  evinced  by  the  symptoms,  pioceeds  Irom  the  pre- 
sence of  bile  in  the  intestines  in  undue  quantity,  and  rendered  more  acrid 
than  usual  by  some  morbid  alteration  in  its  quality."  Now  1  wish  the 
doctor  had  explained  tons  what  that  change  or  "morbid  alteration" 
is  which  lakes  place  in  the  bile  so  suddenly.  That  a  person  appa- 
rently in  good  health,  with  a  good  appetite,  three  hours  previously  to  the 
attack  of  cholera,  should  have  his  biliary  organs  so  suddenly  deranged 
as  to  produce  such  a  "  morbid  alleialion  "  in  the  bile,  really,  to  me, 
looks  wonderful.  We  all  know  that  certain  ingredients,  compounded  and 
accompanied  with  lieat  and  moisture,  will  run  into  a  state  of  fermenta- 
tion suddenly,  and  from  one  degree  to  another  ;  from  the  mild  vinous 
fermentation,  to  the  acetous,  and  from  that  to  the  putrefactive  ;  and  why 
should  not  this  process  liappen  in  the  stomach  and  bowels,  after  being 
unduly  charged  with  a  combination  of  animal  and  vegetable  substances 
liable  to  generate  acid  gas  in  hot  weather?  He  further  says — "the 
patients  complain  of  a  burning  sensation  in  the  epigastrium."  Is  it  not 
probable  that  the  "  burning  sensation  "  is  owing  to  the  rapid  formation 
of  acid  in  the  stomach,  rather  than  to  acrid  bile.  I  have  treated  cases 
of  cholera  for  near  a  half  century,  my  patients  have  complained  generally 
of  the  acid  ejections  from  the  stomach  in  the  act  of  vomiting,  and  my 
personal  experience  testifies  to  the  fact,  the  contents  of  the  stomach  eject- 
ed being  so  acid  that  they  produced  a  very  disagreeable  smarting  sensa- 
tion in  my  throat  and  mouth,  without  the  least  appearance  or  taste  of  bile. 
Since  I  liave  adopted  the  alkaline  practice,  I  have  no  recollection  of 
losing  a  patient  by  cholera  inorbus.  Respectfully  yours, 

Wilmington^  Mass.,  Sept.  15,  1848.  Silas  Brown. 


YELLOW  FEVEU  AND  QUARANTINE. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Jouriial. 

giR,_^Dr.  Copland,  in  a  late  No.  of  his  "  Dictionary  "  (which,  by  the 
way,  I  am  informed,  will  soon  be  completed),  contends  strongly  in  favor 
of  the  contagiousness  of  yellow  fever,  as  well  as  of  cholera  and  of  plague, 
usino-  the  term  contagion  in  the  sense  of  infection^  as  usually  employed. 
Now  is  there  not  great  reason  to  believe,  that  the  controversy  in  relation 
to  the  mode  in  which  yellow  fever  is  propagated,  is  merely  one  about 
words;  that  it  originates  in  not  agreeing  upon  the  meaning  of  the  terms 
employed;  and  that  if  these  were  logically  defined,  and  then  used  only 
in  the  sense  of  the  definition,  there  would  be  but  little  difference  of 
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opinion  among  physicians,  on  this  subject  ?  It  is  very  obvious  that  Dr, 
Copland,  as  well  as  some  of  our  own  writers,  uses  the  terms  infection  and 
contagion  synonymously,  and  in  a  sense  different  from  that  in  which  they 
are  generally  used.  According  to  this  wiiter,  infection  is  a  general  term^ 
and  contagion  one  of  the  modes  in  which  it  takes  place.  Now  if  we 
understand  by  a  contagious  disease,  one  which  is  communicated  under 
any  circumstances  of  atmosphere,  whether  pure  or  impure,  by  contact 
or  otherwise,  as  smallpox,  measles,  he.  ;  and  by  an  infectious  disease^ 
one  wfiose  communication  depends  on  an  impure  or  vitiated  state  of  the 
air,  there  would  be  no  dispute  as  to  what  division  yellow  fever  would 
belong  ;  no  one  would  think  of  calling  it  a  contagious  disease  ;  but  like 
plague,  cholera,  he,  it  would  be  ranked  under  infectious  maladies.  If 
these  diseases  are  ever  communicated  in  a  pure  atmosphere,  it  is  only  an 
exception  to  the  general  lule,  and  constitutes  no  valid  ol)jection  to  such 
distinction.    Exceptio  probat  regulam. 

The  statistics  of  our  quarantine  establishment  at  Staten  Island  have  an 
important  bearing  on  the  subject  of  the  infectious  character  of  yellow  fe- 
ver. For  example,  from  the  year  1806  to  1844  inclusive,  there  were 
101  ariivals  of  sickly  vessels  at  quarantine — that  is,  of  vessels  on  board 
of  which  there  had  been  cases  of  yellow  fever.  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  cases  of  the  disease  (yellow  fever)  were  introduced  from  these  ves- 
sels into  the  hospital,  and  174  sailors  or  passengers  sickened,  after  their 
arrival  in  these  vessels.  Of  all  the  individuals  who  have  communicated 
with  these  sickly  and  other  vessels  from  on  shore,  during  the  above  38 
years,  31  only  have  sickened,  and  5  only  are  reported  to  have  sickened 
m  consequence  of  communication  with  them,  notwithstanding  the  im- 
pure air  of  the  hospital  which  they  necessarily  breathed.  This  fact 
speaks  volumes,  both  as  to  tlie  contagiousness  and  infectiousness  of  the 
yellow  fever. 

Notwithstanding  the  relaxation  in  our  quarantine  system,  it  is  still  un- 
necessarily severe  and  stringent.  Its  regulations  are  neither  based  on 
reason,  experience,  observation  or  common  sense.  Why  should  our 
health  officer  have,  as  a  perquisite,  the  washing  of  all  dirty  clothes  and 
soiled  linen,  from  a  Liverpool  packet  down  to  a  Potomac  oyster  boat? 
Why  should  he  not  be  a  salaried  officer,  as  is  the  case  in  all  our  other 
seaports,  instead  of  depending  for  his  emolument  on  fees,  thus  making 
his  own  honesty  the  only  limit  to  his  enormous  income  ?  Why  should 
not  the  whole  subject  of  quarantine  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the 
health  officer,  as  is  done  in  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Charleston, 
Savannah,  he,  instead  of  prescribing  so  many  vexatious  and  unnecessary 
rules  and  regulations  ?  It  would  add  millions  to  the  commerce  of  this 
emporium,  if  your  own  common-sense  quarantine  laws  and  customs  were 
carried  out  at  this  poit.  I  have  your  own  authority  for  saying,  that  no 
vessel  in  the  port  of  Boston  is  required  to  stop  at  the  quarantine  ground 
at  all.  Tlie  pilot  anchors  them  before  the  city,  where  they  are  inspect- 
ed. If  all  the  crew  are  well,  and  have  been  so  during  the  voyage — - 
and  the  bill  of  health  speaks  favorably  of  the  public  health  at  the  port 
of  de[)arture,  you  allow  the  vessel  to  come  to  at  any  wharf  in  the  city, 
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and  discharge,  without  any  reference  to  the  kind  of  cargo  on  board. 
You  give  a  permit  to  do  so — making  the  officers  inspectors,  who  allow 
notliing  to  leave  the  vessel  in  a  damaged  condition.  By  this  plan,  no 
one  suffers  from  unnecessary  delay — you  stop  nuisances  from  the  ocean 
and  prevent  their  accumulation  in  the  ware-houses.  The  sick  are  sent 
to  tfie  different  hospitals,  according  to  the  nature  of  their  complaint,  if 
they  have  neither  friends  nor  homes.  If  they  have  either,  you  suffer 
them  at  once  to  leave  the  vessel  and  go  to  tliem.  If  any  one  has  an 
infectious  malady,  you  very  properly  detain  him  at  quarantine,  and  he 
alone  is  a  subject  for  quarantine  detention.  Your  wise  system  does  not 
keep  tlie  crew,  or  passengers,  in  confinement,  like  ours,  or  detain  them 
from  their  business.  You  give  the  merchant  his  goods  immediately, 
which  are  sometimes  of  a  perishing  nature,  and  that,  too,  without  sub- 
jecting him  to  the  unnecessary  expense  of  lighterage,  or  the  payment  of  any 
fee.  You  send  all  damaged  goods  to  the  quarantine  to  be  aired,  dried, 
washed,  cleansed,  &;c.,  as  circumstances  require.  You  send  vessels 
there  when  there  is  a  prospective  danger  from  them,  if  permitted  to  re- 
main in  the  city,  but  not  without.  You  permit  hides,  skins,  hair,  wool, 
rags,  feathers,  &ic.,  to  be  landed  freely  in  the  city,  at  all  seasons  of  the 
year,  without  the  least  injury  to  the  public  health,  excluding  only  damaged 
and  decaying  articles.  Under  this  common-sense  system,  which  you 
have  administered  for  more  than  twenty  years,  you  have  not  had  a  case 
of  yellow  fever  in  Boston  ;  and  if  our  exemption  is  to  be  imputed  to  the 
strictness  of  our  regulations,  with  the  same  propriety  may  we  ascribe 
your  exemption  from  the  same  disease  to  the  laxity  of  yours.  In  short, 
while  your  system  is  never  oppressive,  onerous,  or  vexatious,  either  to 
owners,  consignees,  emigrants,  shippers,  the  public  authorities  or  the  pub- 
lic, ours  is  directly  the  reverse,  and  ought  to  be  abrogated,  or  at  least 
reformed.  Medicus. 
New  Yoi'k,  Sept.  16,  1848. 


THE  NEW  MODE  OF  TREATING  DEAFNESS. 

[The  reports  from  abroad,  respecting  Mr.  Yearsley's  method  of  remedying 
deafness,  which  has  several  times  been  alluded  to  in  this  Journal,  con- 
tinue favorable,  and  the  discovery  promises  to  be  one  not  unworthy 
to  be  ranked  with  others  which  have  distinguished  the  present  age. 
Other  practitioners,  besides  Mr.  Y.,  report  cases  of  its  successful  use. 
We  trust  it  will  not  be  long  before  we  shall  be  able  to  publish  the  re- 
sult of  trials  in  our  own  country.  Some  additional  directions  are  con- 
tained in  the  following  extract  from  a  recent  paper  by  Mr.  Y.  in  the 
London  Lancet.] 

In  the  relation  of  cases  confirmatory  of  the  happy  effects  of  the  cot- 
ton wool,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  describe  with  minuteness  the  precise 
appearances  which  each  ear  presented  in  which  it  has  been  successful  ; 
it  is  sufficient  to  say  that  in  every  case  there  was  partial  or  entire  loss 
of  the  membrana  tympani,  with  more  or  less  otorrhoea,  though  it  is  not  a 
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sine  qua  non  that  the  latter  symptom  of  disease  should  be  present.  A 
perfectly  dry  ear,  with  perforation  of  the  membrane,  may  be  always 
considered  a  highly  favorable  case  for  the  operation. 

The  only  question  we  have,  therefore,  to  consider  is,  how  far  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  sense  of  hearing  can  be  improved  by  so  simple  a  remedy  ? 
and  to  enable  us  to  form  a  proper  estimate,  1  propose  to  quote  two  de- 
scriptions of  cases :  the  one,  to  prove  the  permanent  value  of  the 
remedy  ;  the  otlier,  to  show  its  immediate  effect. 

With  respect  to  the  instruments  which  I  use,  I  may  briefly  state  that 
they  consist  of  a  pair  of  small  forceps,  weak  in  the  spring,  so  as  to  ad- 
mit of  the  blades  coming  accurately  together  with  the  slightest  possible 
pressure.  This  instrument  should  differ  from  the  ordinary  forceps  in  an- 
other respect — namely,  the  blades  or  prongs  should  have  no  roughness 
at  their  extreinities,  and  should  be  so  rounded  as  to  act  as  a  common 
probe  when  in  apposition.  The  intention  of  this  instrument  is  of  course 
to  introduce  the  moistened  wool  to  the  bottom  of  the  meatus,  having 
done  wliich,  they  should  be  disengaged  from  the  wool,  and  withdrawn. 
The  blades  being  then  brought  together,  the  forceps  may  be  again  in- 
troduced, acting  as  a  common  probe,  for  the  purpose  of  adjusting  the 
wool  on  the  spot,  which,  when  covered,  produces  the  best  degree  of  hear 
ing  of  which  the  case  may  be  susceptible. 

An  instrument,  then,  is  required  for  the  introduction,  the  adjustment, 
and  the  withdrawal  of  the  wool  ;  and  I  need  scarcely  say  that  the  for- 
ceps I  have  described  are  sufficient,  in  dexterous  hands,  to  accomplish 
these  requirements  ;  but  1  have  found  that  my  patients  have  preferred 
a  separate  instrument  for  the  adjustment  as  well  as  the  withdrawal  of  the 
wool.  For  these  purposes,  therefore,  I  have  constructed  a  smiple  round- 
ed bar  of  silver,  probe-pointed  at  one  extremity,  and  with  a  small  screw 
at  the  other:  the  one  end  serves  to  adjust  the  wool,  the  other  most 
surely  will  entangle  and  withdraw  it.  These  instruments  may  be  pro- 
cured of  Messrs.  Weiss,  in  the  Strand,  or  of  Mr.  Thompson,  Windmill 
street,  Haymarket. 

A  few  words  as  to  the  mode  of  applying  the  wool.  The  practitioner 
should  get  a  view  of  the  tympanum,  and  make  himself  acquainted  with  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  disorganization.  This  he  will  be  able  to  do  by  the 
aid  of  my  speculum  auris,  a  description  of  which  appeared  in  the  Lancet 
so  far  back  as  September,  1839.  It  is  chiefly  distinguished  from  other 
specula  by  having  a  roughened  surface  at  the  extremity  of  each  blade 
externally^  to  the  extent  of  a  quarter  of  an  inch.  The  roughened  blade 
clings  to  the  meatus,  and  enables  the  operator  to  straighten,  as  well  as 
to  dilate  the  passage,  and  a  much  better  view  is  thereby  obtained.  A 
small  piece  of  fine  wool,  differing  in  size  according  to  the  case,  and  fully 
moistened  in  water,  is  then  introduced  through  the  speculum  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  meatus,  and  adjusted  superiorly,  inferiorly,  anteriorly,  or 
posteriorly,  according  to  the  situation  of  the  perforation  and  other  circum- 
stances connected  with  the  case  ;  but  care  must  be  taken  that  the  en- 
tire opening  be  not  covered,  otherwise  the  experiment  will  not  succeed. 
It  is  also  indispensable  to  success  that  the  moisture  of  the  wool  should 
be  preserved. 
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Case. — April  13th,  1845,  Miss  consulted  ine  in  regard  to  a 

deafness  which  she  stated  had  commenced  in  infancy  from  a  neglected 
cold.  There  was  no  predisposition  to  the  malady  derived  from  her  family, 
and  although  of  a  delicate  habit  of  body,  she  had  never  sutlered  from 
any  serious  illness.  At  the  time  of  her  visit  to  me  she  was  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health,  but  highly  nervous  and  excitable.  The  deafness 
was  so  great,  that  she  could  only  hear  the  watch  in  contact  with  the  ear, 
and  even  the  loud  tick  of  the  metronome  could  be  heard  but  indistinctly. 
The  tympanum  was  entirely  disorganized  ;  no  appearance  of  healthy 
membrane  could  be  detected,  and  a  discharge  had  issued  from  the  pas- 
sages of  the  ears  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease. 

The  passages  having  been  first  cleansed  of  an  accumulation  of  muco- 
purulent secretion,  the  pellet  of  wool  was  introduced,  and  when  pro- 
perly adjusted,  a  degree  of  hearing  was  produced  which  astonished  my 
patient.  The  lady  who  accompanied  her  conversed  with  her  without 
difficulty — sounds  which  before  she  had  never  heard  became  audible  to 
her  ;  but  the  improvement  in  hearing  was  not  more  surprising  to  us,  as 
observers,  than  the  remarkable  change  it  produced  in  the  expression  of 
her  countenance.  Youthfulness  shone  out  upon  a  face  which  had  been 
aged,  not  by  time,  but  by  the  anxiety  her  infirmity  had  caused  her. 

The  remedy  was  removed,  and  the  improved  hearing  was  imme- 
diately lost.  Again  the  experiment  was  tried,  and  again  it  was  success- 
ful. The  power  of  the  remedy  being  now  well  established,  it  was  ar- 
ranged that  she  should  attend  me  from  day  to  day,  in  order  that  she  might 
be  taught  to  manipulate  upon  herself.  Not  being  very  dexterous  in  the 
use  of  instruments,  this  occupied  about  three  weeks,  when  she  left  me 
for  the  sea-side.  My  patient  must  now  be  permitted  to  speak  for  her- 
self as  to  the  result : — 

So7ithshore,  Preston,  Lancashire,  May  27,  1845. 

"  Dear  Sir, — I  have  now  been  settled  in  my  temporary  home  a  week, 
and  I  think  you  will  like  to  hear  what  report  I  can  give  of  myself,  and 
the  opinion  my  friends  have  formed  of  the  improvement  in  my  hearing. 
I  am  happy  to  say  the  little  trifling  daily  operation  does  not  continue  the 
same  nervous  protracted  business  I  found  it  the  first  few  days.  I  am 
much  more  expert  in  placing  aright  your  magical  remedy,  and  feel  less 
anxious,  from  the  wondeiful  success  even  my  own  efforts  meet  with. 
*  *  #  #  *  'Pljg  certainty  that  I  have  now  the  sense  of  hearing 
under  my  own  control,  as  it  were,  is  a  blessing  most  truly  appreciated, 
and  I  am  sure  you  will  believe  how  completely  I  must  feel  in  a  new 
world,  when  my  sister  and  relations  at  Leamington  considered  my  case 
not  improved,  but  cured.  And  all  my  friends,  on  return  here,  think  I 
can  hear  as  well  as  anybody.  I  am  indeed  sensible  of  comfort  and  en- 
joyment in  general  society,  which  I  never  before  experienced,  and  my 
cliief  annoyance  now  consists  in  some  noises  being  quite  too  shrill  for  me, 
and  general  noises  attracting  my  attention,  to  which  I  had  previously 
been  perfectly  dead." 

To  James  Yearsley,  Esq." 

Having  had  occasion  to  visit  Bath  in  January  last,  I  had  the  satisfac- 
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tion  of  seeing  this  lady,  now  married  and  resident  there,  enjoying  all  the 
advantages  as  at  first  from  the  remedy. 

[The  other  cases  related  by  Mr.  Y.  are  omitted  for  want  of  room,] 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    SEPTEMBER    27,   184  8. 


Medical  Lectures.  —  The  season  is  approaching  when  the  numerous 
schools  of  medicine  in  the  United  States  will  be  in  a  state  of  activity.  There 
is  doubtless  a  decided  choice  among  them,  and  it  is  of  consequence  to  have 
reference  to  the  fitness  of  the  men  who  give  the  courses  of  instruction. 
While  some  talk,  and  others  read  the  opinions  and  suggestions  of  by-gone 
oracles,  from  year  to  year,  without  sufficient  reference  to  the  brilliant  progress 
science  is  constantly  making  in  every  department  of  human  knowledge, 
many  actually  feel  their  responsibility  to  students,  and  labor  incessantly  for 
storing  their  minds  with  important  facts  and  established  truths  :  they  in- 
terpret nature,  instead  of  glorifying  themselves. 

The  magic  of  an  individual  name,  it  is  feared,  is  the  life-blood  of  some 
of  these  institutions,  and  their  withdrawal,  or  decease,  might  prove  a  death 
blow  to  some  colleges.  Real  genius,  moral  worth  and  enterprise,  seek  no 
selfish  ends,  nor  does  their  stability  or  usefulness  depend  on  intrigue  or 
false  exhibitions  of  character.  Medical  schools,  created  not  for  the  promo- 
tion of  medical  science,  but  for  certain  incumbents,  without  reference  to 
their  capacity  or  fitness  for  public  teachers,  if  such  there  are,  should  be 
avoided.  Is  the  public  in  an  error  in  supposing  that  there  are  any  such 
medical  clap-traps  ? 


Degree  of  Certainty  in  Medicine. — Dr.  Elisha  Barilett,  known  for  the 
beauty  and  excellency  of  his  writings,  and  also  as  an  eminent  professor  in 
the  University  of  Transylvania,  is  the  author  of  a  published  discourse, 
entitled,  "  An  Inquiry  into  the  degree  of  Certainty  in  Medicine  ;  and  into 
the  nature  and  extent  of  its  power  over  disease.''  The  gist  of  the  matter 
is  this,  viz.,  that  medicine  is  either  something  or  nothing;  or  rather,  it  is 
useful  or  it  is  not.  After  probing  all  the  modern  medical  heresies  to  the 
quick,  but  with  the  adroitness  of  a  master's  hand,  he  sums  up  his  conclu- 
sions thus  : — "  The  work  of  two  thousand  years  is  not  to  be  demolished  by 
the  noisy  clamor  of  a  few  penny  trumpets.  As  certainly  as  there  is  truth  in 
the  foregoing  inquiry,  will  the  present  feeling  of  distrust  towards  our  science 
and  our  art  pass  away.  The  ancient  confidence  will  be  restored  ;  the  old 
love  will  come  back  again,  and  truer  and  deeper  for  the  transient  and  pass- 
ing estrangements."  He  handles  the  hydropathists  and  homoeopathists  with 
such  marked  delicacy,  that  they  would  hardly  suspect  themselves  assailed, 
if  not  told  so  by  lookers  on.  Dr.  Bartlett  freely  acknowledges  that  the 
profession  has  had  its  blood  sucked  almost  dry  by  vampyres  ;  but  indulges 
in  the  happy  belief  of  a  reaction  that  will  open  the  leaden  eyes  of  the 
world  to  the  monstrous  impositions  forced  into  notoriety  under  high-sound- 
ing names,  and  with  the  false  pretence  of  being  improvements.    In  short, 
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he  is  a  fearless  advocate  for  common  sense  in  medicine,  discarding  all 
vulgar  associations  and  the  opinions  and  whims  of  speculators  in  health. 


Butler  Insane  Hospital. — The  reprint  of  a  description  of  the  beautiful 
and  admirably  contrived  structure  at  Providence,  R.  !.,  for  the  insane,  from 
the  Journal  of  Insanity,  has  recently  been  distributed.  The  frontispiece, 
which  represents  the  general  aspect  and  elevation  of  the  edifice  and  grounds, 
is  worth  preservation  ;  and  from  an  inspection  of  the  ground  plan,  it  is 
evident  that  this  may  be  considered  the  model  building  for  lunatics.  It 
would  be  inexcusable  in  an  architect,  at  this  late  period  in  the  history  of 
public  accommodations  for  that  class  of  unfortunates,  not  to  outdo  all  that 
had  preceded  him,  since  their  defects,  and  the  improvements  and  sugges- 
tions of  the  times,  would  enable  him  to  excel,  if  any  room  for  improvement 
were  possible.  This  result  is  much  more  probable  in  the  present  instance, 
inasmuch  as  the  services  of  a  gentleman  so  well  qualified  to  act  in  this 
matter  as  Dr.  L.  V.  Bell,  of  the  McLean  Asylum,  have  been  put  in  requi- 
sition, he  having  visited  the  principal  lunatic  asylums  in  Europe  for  the 
express  purpose  of  perfecting  the  plan  of  the  Butler  Hospital.  The  descrip- 
tion of  the  interior  arrangements,  and,  in  short,  all  that  appertains  to  the 
description  of  the  new  hospital,  in  this  pamphlet,  are  by  Isaac  Ray,  M.D., 
superintendent  of  the  institution. 


American  Institute  of  HomoRopathy . — The  fifth  anniversary  of  the  Insti- 
tute was  held  at  New  York,  on  the  14th  of  June,  but  so  tardy  is  the  press, 
or  our  correspondents,  that  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  never  made  its  ap- 
pearance here  till  last  week.  No  new  feature  is  presented  in  the  report. 
General  Secretary,  Edward  Bayard,  M.D.,  of  New  York.  Quite  a  num- 
ber of  members  were  elected.  Dr.  Wells  presented  a  report  on  posology. 
Dr.  Flagg,  of  Boston,  presented  a  report  in  part,  from  the  committee  on 
anatomical  nomenclature.  Dr.  Jeanes  delivered  an  address,  for  which 
thanks  were  voted  ;  he  also  read  a  report  on  bloodletting.  Dr.  Payne  read 
another  on  emetics  and  cathartics.  Dr.  Snow  presented  one  on  water,  as 
a  therapeutic  agent,  &c.  &c.  Dr.  Joslin  was  appointed  to  deliver  the  next 
annual  address.  A  catalogue  of  the  names  of  two  hundred  and  nineteen 
members  are  appended,  eight  of  whom  reside  in  Boston.  It  so  happens 
that  more  than  eight  homoeopathic  practitioners  reside  in  Boston,  and  the 
inference  is  that  they  are  not  all  orthodox  in  their  opinions,  or  they  would 
probably  have  been  brought  within  the  maternal  embrace  of  the  parent  in- 
stitution of  America.  As  a  whole,  the  transactions  of  the  fifth  anniver- 
sary are  both  meagre  and  uninstructive,  to  our  apprehension,  both  to  those 
of  the  true  faith  and  to  the  proscribed  allopathic  fraternity. 


New  York  Medical  Journal. — Dr.  Lee,  the  industrious  editor  of  the 
above-named  Journal,  the  successor  of  Dr.  Forry,  has  retired  from  its  edi- 
torial management,  we  understand,  and  the  medical  public,  we  feel  assured, 
will  be  the  losers  by  it.  Few  men,  within  the  circle  of  periodical  conduc- 
tors, have  exhibited  a  more  determined  efibrt  to  give  energy,  freshness  and 
value  to  a  journal.  Dr.  Lee  has  probably  made  the  mortifying  discovery, 
that  "  the  race  is  not  to  the  swift,  the  battle  to  the  strong,  or  bread  to  rnea 
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of  understanding,"  when  they  rely  upon  them  through  the  income  from 
a  periodical  press.  Happily,  he  has  a  sphere  to  operate  in  as  large  as 
his  ambition  may  crave,  in  two  or  three  schools  of  medicine,  in  which  he 
holds  a  rank  that  mast  be  gratifying  to  his  friends. 

A  question  very  naturally  arises,  who  is  to  take  his  place  in  the  Journal? 
It  is  a  trite  saying,  that  the  people  will  know  who  is  governor  after  elec- 
tion ;  and  we  shall  learn,  we  presume,  by  the  next  number,  who  has  assum- 
ed the  laborious  responsibility  of  the  editorship  of  the  New  York  Journal. 
It  has  not,  we  are  told,  gone  into  a  decline — a  disease  that  so  frequently 
attacks  medical  periodicals. 


Practical  Schools  of  Anatoiny. — How  does  it  happen  that  the  ardor  of 
former  years  for  studying  anatomy  in  private  theatres,  and  demonstra- 
tions under  accurate  teachers,  has  so  generally  subsided?  Brilliant 
courses  of  lectures  were  formerly  given  in  most  of  the  Atlantic  cities,  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  public  instructions  in  the  schools  of  medicine,  and 
not  only  with  profit  to  those  who  improved  the  opportunity,  but  with  the 
general  approbation  of  the  faculties  of  the  regularly-organized  institutions. 

Dissecting  rooms  are  appended  to  the  medical  colleges,  as  they  should 
be,  with  a  view  to  affording  students  an  opportunity  of  becoming  expert  in 
dissections ;  but  popular  courses  of  anatomy,  by  private  enterprise,  have 
always  been  profitable  to  the  hearers,  however  disastrous  to  those  who  bore 
the  expense  as  well  as  labor. 

A  mad  system  of  itinerating  with  a  manakin  has  been  much  in  vogue. 
People  love  to  have  their  marvellousness  excited  by  looking  on  while  mus- 
cle after  muscle  is  detached,  dry  as  a  ribbon — and  a  promiscuous  assembly 
of  men,  women  and  children,  imagine  that  the  exhibiter  who  picks  the 
artificial  model  of  humanity  to  pieces  so  easily,  must  be  a  prodigiously- 
learned  professor  of  exceedingly  profound  sciences.  This  racing  over  the 
country  from  village  to  village,  and  exhibiting  the  mysteries  of  animal  or- 
ganization with  a  manakin,  is  falsely  called  popular  anatomy.  The  truth 
is,  ii  is  a  superficial  show  of  superficial  things,  and  far  too  often  by  very 
superficial  persons  in  pursuit  of  pence.  A  revivification  of  the  old  but  ex- 
cellent system  of  private  courses  of  anatomy  is  unquestionably  desirable  in 
all  the  large  cities,  by  which  students  and  artists,  and  such  others  as  might 
desire  a  general  acquaintance  of  animal  mechanism,  as  exhibited  in  the 
beautiful  structure  of  the  human  frame,  may  be  gratified  and  advanced  in 
useful  knowledge. 


Progress  of  Medical  Literatitre  and  Science. — European  physicians,  on 
reading  the  following  notice,  from  the  Botanic  Medical  Journal,  without 
access  to  other  sources  of  scientific  information  from  the  United  States, 
would  arrive  at  the  conclusion  that  this  is  not  only  a  great  country,  but 
an  exceedingly  ignorant  one  also  : — 

"  At  the  request  of  some  5,000  people.  Dr.  Wm.  Daily,  of  Louisville, 
Ky.,  is  publishing  a  Medical  Book,  giving  the  greatest  improvement  of  the 
age  for  the  treatment  of  diseases  of  Men,  Women  and  Children — with  the 
symptoms  of  disease.  Dr.  Wm.  Daily  has  spent  two  years  with  the  In- 
dians, and  now  offers  the  greatest  discoveries  ever  offered  to  the  world  for 
the  cure  of  Consumption,  Rheumatic  Pains,  Cancers,  Dyspepsia,  Gravel, 
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Dysentery  cured  in  one  hour ;  Poisonous  Bites  or  Sting  cured  in  40 
minutes  ;  and  a  remedy  never  before  offered  to  the  world  never  fails  to  re- 
duce the  Ague-cake  or  enlargement  of  ihe  Spleen.  Five  million  people, 
are  suffering  with  these  diseases,  and  tiie  remedy  growing  on  their  farms, 
or  at  least  within  a  few  miles  of  them." 


Mal-practice  in  Midwifery. — One  of  those  instances  of  apparently  un- 
pardonable violence  or  ignorance  in  an  accoucheur  which  have  occasionally 
been  reported  as  occurring,  but  which  one  of  the  oldest  correspondents  of 
this  Journal  some  years  ago  thought  was  impossible  in  the  hands  of  -any 
medical  man,  is  stated  lately  to  have  taken  place  in  Staffordshire,  Eng. 
W.  H.  Flint,  who  is  represented  as  a  licentiate  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  Riley,  in  labor.  "  On  making  an  exa- 
mination he  is  said  to  have  pronounced  it  a  preternatual  presentation,  and 
to  have  sent  the  husband  for  his  instruments.  He  appears  to  have  been 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  turning,  and  he  performed  some  manipu- 
lations, during  which  he  told  the  women  about  hitn  that  he  had  turned. 
In  subsequent  manipulations  he  said  he  had  delivered  the  woman  of  one 
child,  and  foretold  the  speedy  delivery  of  another ;  but  what  he  thus  called 
a  child,  was  proved  by  the  evidence  to  have  been  a  portion  of  the  patient's 
intestine  !"  In  endeavoring  to  effect  delivery,  it  seems  he  also  detached 
two  of  the  limbs  of  the  child,  and  the  uterus  was  likewise  ruptured. 
An  open  penknife  was  found  in  the  bed  after  the  death  of  the  woman. 
He  was  indicted  and  tried  for  killing  Mrs.  Riley.  On  the  trial,  it  was 
elicited  that  the  woman  died  from  the  rupture,  upon  which  the  judge 
stopped  the  case,  and  recommended  the  jury  to  say  that  the  prisoner  was 
not  guilty,  which  they  did,  on  the  ground  that  the  rupture  might  have 
proceeded  from  natural  causes. 


The  Neio  York  Annalist. — This  medical  periodical,  like  the  older  and 
larger  one  of  the  same  city  to  which  we  have  already  referred  in  this  num- 
ber, is  about  passing  from  the  hands  of  its  present  editor.  Dr.  Roberts 
has  conducted  the  two  volumes  of  the  work  which  are  now  completed,  with 
much  ability.  In  his  valedictory,  the  cause  of  his  resignation  is  stated  to 
be  a  change  of  proprietors  of  the  work.  Dr.  N.  S.  Davis,  late  of  Bing- 
hamton  (not,  we  believe,  Bingham^ton,  as  Dr.  R.  has  it)  is  to  take  his 
place. 

Family  Obesity. — The  celebrated  Runkel  family,  of  Rockingham,  Virg., 
will  start,  it  is  said,  in  a  few  days  down  the  Valley,  with  the  intention  of 
visiting  different  portions  of  the  United  States.  This  family,  consisting 
of  two  brothers  and  two  sisters,  will  be  found  to  be  objects  of  no  ordinary 
curiosity — being  in  all  probability  the  largest  family  of  human  beings  ever 
exhibited  in  this  or  any  other  country.  Their  united  weight  is  1400  lbs.  ! 
One  of  the  young  ladies  is  so  fleshy  as  to  be  unable  to  walk,  and  when 
moving  of  her  own  accord,  goes  upon  her  hands  and  knees.  They  are  of 
the  ordinary  height,  and  their  mother  is  an  unusually  small  woman  ;  the 
father  is,  however,  an  ordinary  sized  man. 


Neio  York  Hospital. — Dr.  F.  U.  Johnston,  for  upwards  of  twenty  years 
one  of  the  attending  physicians  to  this  time-honored  institution,  has  re- 
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signed.  The  urgency  of  his  private  professional  eng-agennents  is  the  rea- 
son for  his  retirement  from  public  cliuies.  The  charity  has  lost  one  of  its 
most  faithful  servants,  and  the  clinical  student  an  able  and  safe  teacher. 
The  vacancy  thus  caused  has  been  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Dr.  H.  D. 
Bulkley,  one  of  the  most  thorough  and  accomplished  physicians,  who  brings 
with  him  into  his  new  field  of  labor,  a  well-earned  reputation.  The  appoint- 
ment of  Dr.  B.  has  caused  universal  satisfaction. — N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Med. 


Medical  Miscellany. — A  medical  correspondent  of  New  York,  wrote,  last 
week,  that  there  were  no  new  cases  of  yellow  fever  at  the  quarantine 
ground,  and  that  it  was  very  healthy  in  the  city. — Dr,  Horace  Green  has, 
it  is  said,  the  best  practice,  by  far,  in  New  York  city. — Dr.  William 
Sweetser  lectures  at  Geneva  Medical  College,  this  season,  instead  of  Dr. 
Austin  Flint,  of  Bufialo. — Some  one  writes  that  Dr.  Chew,  of  water-cur- 
ing renown,  was  formerly  a  Daguerreotypist  I — Mrs.  Patrick  Bernan,  of 
Hartford,  Conn.,  recently  gave  birth  to  four  children,  three  girls  and  a  boy. 
She  died  the  following  morning.  One  of  the  children  also  died.  —  The 
number  of  deaths  in  this  city  in  the  month  of  August  last,  from  dysentery 
and  other  bowel  complaints,  was  275. — A  large  number  of  physicians  at- 
tended the  consultation  lately  held  at  Philadelphia  upon  a  hydrophobia 
patient.  He  is  receiving  the  attention  of  most  skilful  physicians,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  their  combined  efforts  will  be  successful.  The  patient  is 
sensible  of  his  situation,  but  evidently  entertains  no  hope  of  recovery. — Dr. 
Liddell,  of  Middletown,  Miss.,  recently  shot  a  man  in  self-defence. — Dy- 
sentery has  not  wholly  subsided  in  the  interior  of  New  England,  but  the 
cases  are  not  so  fatal  as  they  were. — The  Common  Council  of  New  York 
have  appropriated  S40,000  for  the  erection  of  a  smallpox  hospital  on 
Blackwell's  Island. — The  use  of  carbon  and  carbonic  acid  is  recommended 
in  England,  in  the  treatment  of  spasmodic  cholera. — About  one  hundred 
and  twenty  students  are  said  to  be  in  attendance  at  the  present  lecture  term 
of  the  Berkshire  Medical  College.  — Smallpox  has  appeared  at  Fort  Childs, 
on  the  Upper  Missouri. — Dr.  Bennett  has  been  elected  Professor  of  the 
Institutes  of  Medicine  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  in  place  of  Dr.  Allen 
Thompson,  who  has  been  appointed  Professor  of  Anatomy  at  the  University 
of  Glasgow. — Dr.  Bowman  is  made  joint  Professor  of  Physiology,  with 
Dr.  Todd,  at  King's  College,  London. — The  vacant  chair  of  Obstetrics  in 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine  has  been  filled  by  C.  A.  Savory, 
M.D.,  of  New  Hampshire.  Dr.  S.  is  at  present  Vice  President  of  the 
New  Hampshire  Medical  Society. 


Died, — At  Union ville,  Penn.,  Isaac  G.  Graham.  M.D:,  a  surgeon  of  the  Revolution,  88. — At 
Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Henry  T.  Tomlinson,  one  of  the  quarantine  physicians,  34. 


Married,— In  Eastport,  Dr.  William  R.  Hunter,  of  Pembroke,  to  Miss  S.S.  Dyer. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Sept.  23,  101 — Males,  51 — females,  50.—- 
Of  consumption,  9 — disease  of  the  bowels,  20 — dysentery,  22 — cholera  infantum,  3 — typhus 
fever,  2 — slow  fever,  2 — infantile.  12 — teething,  3 — drowned,  2 — disease  of  the  kidneys,  1 — 
spasms,  1 — old  age,  3 — accidental,  4 — convulsions,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — palsy,  3 — bilious 
fever,  1 — hooping  cough,  2 — cancer,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — mortification,  1 — scrofula, 
1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — hemorrhage,  1 — child  bed,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — lung  fever,  1. 

Under  5  years,  52 — between  5  and  20  years,  7 — between  20  and  40  years,.  27 — betweeu  40 
aud  60  years,  9 — over  GO  years,  G. 
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Amputation. — Death  under  Inhalations  of  Chloroform. — M.  Eobert,  sur- 
geon of  the  "Hopital  Beaujon,"  Paris,  reports  the  following  case  :  "  A  young 
man,  twenty-one  years  of  age,  was  admitted,  on  the  25th  of  June  last,  into 
the  '  Hopital  Beaujon,'  for  a  severe  fracture  of  the  shaft  of  the  femur,  caus- 
ed by  a  ball  which  had  traversed  the  limb  from  before  backwards.  Disar- 
ticulation of  the  thigh  was  decided  upon.  The  patient  was  put  under  tlie 
influence  of  chloroform  by  means  of  the  apparatus,  divided  by  a  spiroid 
diaphragm  made  of  netting,  and  provided  .with  a  large  mouth-piece  ;  the 
nose  was  secured  by  an  assistant.  In  three  or  four  minutes  there  were  a 
few  convulsive  movements  pointing  to  the  period  of  excitement,  and  soon 
after  a  complete  state  of  relaxation  came  on.  A  large  anterior  flap  was 
then  made,  beginning  three  fingers'  breadth  below  the  anterior  superior 
spine  of  the  ilium  ;  hardly  any  blood  was  lost.  The  patient  at  this  mo- 
ment woke,  and  M.  Robert  desired  that  more  chloroform  should  be  given, 
and  continued  the  operation.  Hardly  had  a  quarter  of  a  minute  elapsed, 
than  a  loud  stertorous  breathing  was  heard,  and  the  apparatus  was  with- 
drawn. The  patient's  face  was  extremely  pale,  lips  blanched,  and  the  eyes, 
the  pupils  of  which  were  greatly  dilated,  were  drawn  so  high  upwards  as 
to  be  hidden  by  the  upper  lid.  The  operation  was  immediately  suspended. 
The  pulse  at  that  time  was  hardly  perceptible,  all  the  limbs  were  in  a  state 
of  complete  relaxation,  and  the  breathing  was  heard  at  long  intervals.  Fric- 
tions, irritation  of  the  pituitary  membrane,  forced  movements  of  the  arms 
and  of  the  ribs,  were  resorted  to  ;  several  times  the  respiration  seemed  to 
become  more  vigorous,  and  the  pulse  more  distinct,  but  this  was  but  a  mo- 
mentary improvement,  and  it  was  but  too  apparent,  after  three-quarters  of 
an  hour  of  incessant  eflx)rts  on  the  part  of  the  persons  present,  that  the 
patient  had  ceased  to  exist.  The  sudden  paleness  of  the  skin,  the  annihi- 
lation of  the  pulse,  evidently  pointed  to  syncope  ;  and  as  the  latter  cannot 
be  ascribed  either  to  haemorrhage  or  a  protracted  operation,  it  must  be  con- 
cluded that  syncope  was  the  immediate  result  of  the  inhalations  of  chlo- 
roform ;  the  more  so,  as  none  of  the  symptoms  of  the  admission  of  air  into 
the  veins  were  present.  The  special  kind  of  wound  which  the  patient  had 
received,  as  well  as  the  stupor  and  shock  consequent  upon  it,  should,  at 
the  same  time,  be  taken  into  consideration,  besides  the  deep  dejection  and 
despair  in  which  he  was  plunged." 

After  some  discussion,  it  was  decided  in  the  Academie  de  Medecine  that 
this  case  should  be  referred  to  the  committee  which  is  to  present  a  report 
on  ether. — London  Lancet. 


TJretro-vestibular  Lithotrity  in  the  Female.— M.  Petrequin  relates  in  the 
Bulletin  General  de  Therapeutique,  the  case  of  a  girl,  upon  whom  he  per- 
formed lithotrity  with  straight  forceps,  the  meatus  having  been  enlarged 
by  an  incision  with  the  "  lithotome  cache."  The  calculus  being  pretty 
large,  was  removed  in  fragments  with  the  above-named  instrument  and  the 
curette.  The  girl  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  and  had  allowed  a  bodkin 
to  slip  into  the  bladder  during  onanismal  manoBUvres;  all  around  this  for- 
eign body,  which  had  perforated  the  vesico-vaginal  wall,  and  allowed  the 
urine  to  dribble  through  the  vagina,  the  calculus  had  formed.  There  was 
some  trouble  in  getting  out  the  bodkin,  but  it  was  removed  at  last,  and  the 
patient  left  the  hospital  with  a  certain  amount  of  incontinence  of  urine. 
—lb. 
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LECTURE  ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  GUN-SHOT  WOUNDS. 

DELIVERKD  BY  M.  VELPEAU  AT  THE    "  HOPITAI,  DE  LA  CHARITE,"    PARIS,    AFTER  THE 
INSURRECTION  OF  JUNE,  1848. 

The  extraction  of  balls  was  formerly  an  operation  of  great  moment ; 
this  is  evidenced  by  the  great  number  of  works  published  on  the  subject, 
and  the  variety  of  instruments  which  have  been  contrived  to  facilitate 
the  removal  of  these  foreign  bodies.  Two  of  these  instruments  are  well 
worthy  of  fixing  the  attention  of  the  surgeon — the  first  is  Alphonse 
Ferry's,  whicli  has  led  the  way  for  lithotrilic  instruments;  it  still  goes  by 
the  name  of  Alphonsine,  and  is  very  neatly  contrived.  It  may  be  in- 
troduced like  a  forceps  ;  the  canula  is  then  pulled  out,  the  branches  sepa- 
rate and  keep  the  tissues  out  of  the  way,  the  ball  is  seized,  the  canula  is 
pushed  back  again,  and  the  instrument  is  withdrawn  along  with  the  ball. 
For  the  success  of  this  manoeuvre,  the  ball  must  be  placed  in  a  sort  of 
cell,  and  very  little  connected  with  the  surrounding  tissues;  but  it  hap- 
pens mostly  that  it  lodges  in  a  sort  of  corner,  where  the  branches  cannot 
reach  it,  and  this  difficulty  has  given  rise  to  a  great  number  of  other  in- 
struments. Among  these,  the  best  is  certainly  Percy's  ;  it  is  a  kind  of 
curette,  very  like  that  which  is  used  for  lithotomy  ;  the  lower  part,  how- 
ever, is  more  bent.  It  is  carried  as  far  as  the  ball,  and  the  operator  en- 
deavors to  introduce  it  under  the  projectile  ;  but  as  the  latter  is  apt  to 
prove  unsteady,  Percy  added  to  the  instrument  a  lance,  which  fixes  in  the 
iead,  steadies  it,  and  allows  the  withdrawal  of  it  along  with  the  instru- 
ment. Now  these  contrivances  are  seldom  used,  and  the  reason  is, 
simply,  that  in  constructing  them  very  little  attention  has  been  paid  to 
the  usual  trajet  of  the  ball.  It  is  only  in  very  rare  cases  that  you 
will  find  the  track  to  be  in  a  straight  line  ;  and  if  not  straight,  how  shall 
we  be  able  to  search  for  the  ball  v/ith  any  of  these  instruments  ?  You 
are  aware  that  balls  undergo  more  or  less  deviation  in  their  course ; 
they  may  even  run  in  a  circular  direction  ;  and  balls  have  been  known 
to  enter  on  one  side  of  the  forehead  and  issue  on  the  other,  after  having 
run  round  the  head.  It  is  very  evident  that  two  oblique  planes  coming 
in  contact  must  diverge ;  the  ball  striking  the  forehead,  for  instance,  must 
deviate ;  the  skin  adds  to  the  deviation  ;  and  thus  does  its  original  di- 
rection go  on  changing,  according  to  the  more  or  less  resistance  it  meets 
with.  Another  reason  why  instruments  are  little  employed  is,  that  the 
10 
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ball  may  often  be  reached  by  the  finger,  and  the  latter  is  then  used  as  a 
conductor  for  the  introduction  of  a  hook  or  forceps;  or  if  the  finger 
cannot  reach  it,  a  stilette  will  effectually  replace  it.  But  the  track  is 
scarcely  ever  in  a  slraiglit  line,  and  the  ball  is  often  situated  in  a  plane 
1}  ing  sideways  to  the  aperture  of  entrance  ;  in  such  a  case  it  is  proper 
to  make  a  counter  opening  ;  the  ball  may  then  be  seized  by  forceps  and 
extracted.  And  lastly,  instruments  are  not  resorted  to,  because  surgeons 
do  not  think  that  it  Is  indispensably  necessary  to  remove  the  ball,  as 
suppuration  will  detach  it  from  the  neighboring  textures  and  cast  it  off; 
or  else  it  may  get  encysted.  This  latter  |)oint  requires  a  little  explana- 
tion. There  are  many  surgeons  who,  along  with  the  generality  of  peo- 
ple, think  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  searching  for  the  ball,  and 
they  go  to  the  length  of  very  dangerous  handling  for  that  purpose. 
This  is  a  very  perilous  doctrine,  for  we  often  are  unable  to  effect  the 
extraction,  as  we  mostly  do  not  know  where  the  projectile  is  situated, 
and  it  would  of  course  be  extremely  dangerous  to  search  for  it  under 
such  circumstances.  1  will  just  mention  two  facts  in  support  of  this 
opinion.  The  first  of  these  refers  to  the  melancholy  fate  of  the  Arch- 
bishop of  Paris  ;  the  second,  to  a  wounded  man  who  was  placed  in  one 
of  my  wards.  The  Archbishop  had  received  a  ball  in  the  lumbar  re- 
gion ;  the  track  could  be  ascertained  as  far  as  the  vertebrae,  but  there 
were  no  nieans  of  finding  out  in  what  direction  it  had  continued  its 
course ;  there  was  paraplegia,  and  the  persons  who  surrounded  the  patient 
were  very  uneasy  about  the  presence  of  the  ball.  An  incision  was  made 
on  the  wound,  the  parts  were  freed,  and  the  question  then  was,  whe- 
ther we  should  proceed  farther.  Almost  all  surgeons,  then  present,  agreed 
that  no  further  search  should  be  made.  Now  the  ^post-mortem  examina- 
tion has  shown  that  this  was  a  very  wise  course,  for  how  could  the 
ball  have  been  followed  where  it  had  lodged  ?  They  would  have  bad  to 
make  deep  and  perilous  incisions  in  parts  of  vital  importance.  The 
other  fact  refers  to  the  man  lying  in  No.  8  ;  the  ball  has  penetrated  the 
groin,  and  must  have  reached  very  deep,  since  it  fractured  the  neck  of 
the  femur.  No  later  than  yesterday  I  carried  my  finger  to  the  very 
bottom  of  the  wound,  and  1  could  feel  the  shattered  and  denuded  neck  ; 
but  as  for  the  ball,  I  could  not  find  a  vestige  of  it.  It  certainly  must 
be  lodged  somewhere  within  the  wound,  but  where,  it  is  difficult  to  say, 
for  not  a  trace  of  it  could  the  finger  discover.  Now  in  order  to  get 
at  the  projectile,  it  would  be  requisite  to  make  large  incisions  very  near 
the  articulation,  and  in  a  region  full  of  important  vessels  and  nerves; 
and  as  to  making  incisions  in  other  parts,  how  could  we  attempt  that, 
since  we  know  not  in  what  direction  the  ball  has  run  ?  No  one  would 
think  of  searching  with  such  imperfect  data.  This  case  will  prove  to 
you,  that  incisions  have  been  too  frequently  made  use  of,  just  as  was 
the  case  with  the  operation  of  trephining.  There  was  a  time  when, 
on  the  slightest  suspicion  of  any  liquid  efiiised  on  the  brain,  the  trephine 
was  forthwith  applied  ;  they  used  to  trepan  without  knowing  where  the 
fluid  was  situated,  and  made  nothing  of  boring  seven  or  eight  holes  ;  in 
this  case,  also,  dozens  of  incisions  might  be  made  without  finding  any- 
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thiiio;.    You  see,  then,  that  there  are  cases  where  we  do  not  know  how 
to  find  the  l)all,  as  it  may  have  suffered  many  kinds  of  deviation.  The 
latter  will  of  course  depend  on  the  de^^ree  of  ohiiquity,  the  curve  of  the 
bon;'^;,  the  angle  of  incidence  which  tfie  ball  has  described,  the  point 
of  the  bone  which  is  struck,  and  the  different  layers  of  textures  which 
have  been  traversed.    Another  reason  why  we  should  not  expose  oux- 
selves  to  these  too  often  fruitless  operations,  is  the  fact,  that  they  are 
hardly  ever  urgently  called  for,  since  it  is  certainly  not  the  presence  of 
the  bull  which  gives  rise  to  the  untoward  symptoms  so  often  occurring 
in  gun-shot  wounds.    Three  days  ago,  in  one  of  our  wards,  I  removed  a 
ball  from  the  glutaeal  region  ;  this  I  did,  because  1  perceived  that  a  very 
slight  enlargement  of  the  wound  would  allow  of  extraction.    If  there 
had  been  the  slightest  difficulty,  I  would  have  waited  for  the  natural 
removal  of  this,  as  I  do  for  other  foreign  bodies,  including  splinters  of 
bone.    Remember  that  there  is  no  danger  in  the  presence  of  the  ball, 
and  that  the  extraction  of  it  does  not  hasten  the  cure.    With  the  pa- 
tient lying  at  J\o.  8,  wdiom  I  mentioned  a  little  while  ago,  the  sup- 
puration, the  denudation,  and  the  necrosis  of  the  bone  would  be  just  the 
same,  whether  the  ball  were  there  or  not  ;  this  suppuration  is,  in  either 
case,  situated  in  a  very  dangerous  region,  around  an  articulation,  in  a  sort 
of  cul  de  sac,  and  the  removal  of  the  ball  would  make  no  difference  as 
to  the  gravity  of  the  injury.    And  lastly,  when  the  ball  is  lodged  in  soft 
parts,  and  that  suppuration  is  not  very  abundant,  it  has  a  tendency  to 
get  isolated  and  encysted,  the  w(;und  made  by  the  entrance  of  the  pro- 
jectile cicatrizes  from  the  fundus  towards  the  margin,  and  the  bad  symp- 
toms cease.     From  all  I  have  said,  you  may  therefore  gather,  that 
whilst  you  are  endeavoring  to  remove  the  ball,  either  with  the  Alphon- 
sine  or  Percy's  instrument,  you  must  be  careful  of  not  being  too  eager 
or  anxious  about  the  extraction  ;  you  should,  in  fact,  proceed  perse- 
veringly  only  in  those  cases  in  which  you  know  exactly  where  the  ball 
lies,  when  there  are  no  difficulties  in  the  way,  and  when  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  large  and  dangerous  incisions.    If,  on  the  contrary,  the  spot 
where  the  ball  lodged  is  not  known,  if  extensive  incisions  are  required, 
or  there  is  any  risk  of  wounding  important  organs,  it  is  better  to  make 
no  search  for  it  at  all.    You  must  be  particularly  careful  not  to  insist, 
when  the  incisions  you  are  about  to  make,  in  order  to  get  room,  would 
be  situated  in  a  non-dependent  part,  for  the  patient  would  be  none  the 
better  for  the  extraction,  and  you  would  have  brought  on  a  very  ugly 
complication — viz.,  stagnation  of  pus.    I  do  not  mean  to  say,  in  conclu- 
sion, that  there  is  no  advantage  in  the  removal  of  the  ball,  but  I  do  think 
that  the  benefit  attending  this  course  is  not  sufficiently  marked  to  induce 
the  surgeon  to  overlook  other  dangers. 

On  Topical  Applications. — In  February  last  I  had  occasion  to  touch 
on  the  question  of  topical  ap[)lications,  but  I  did  not  particularly  dwell 
on  it.  This  subject  deserves  a  greater  degree  of  attention,  because  a 
new  element  has  entered  into  the  merits  of  the  same.  This  new  ele- 
ment is  no  other  than  the  temperature,  and  the  difference  of  season  is 
very  likely  to  be  connected  with  a  difference  in  the  value  of  the  topi- 
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cal  applications  which  we  have  lo  discuss.  You  have  seen,  of  course, 
that  all  surgeons  do  not  treat  gun-shot  wounds  in  the  same  way.  Some 
use  pouhices  (and  even  here  there  are  two  ways  of  applying  them — viz., 
immediately  on  the  skin,  or  between  two  pieces  of  linen)  ;  some  use 
pledj^ets  of  lint,  spread  with  ointment ;  others  cerated  and  finistrated 
compresses ;  and  others,  finally,  make  use  of  refrigerants  under  three 
forms — 1,  ice,  placed  in  a  bladder,  which  latter  is  brouglit  in  direct  con- 
tact with  the  wound  ;  2,  continuous  irrigation  ;  3,  lint  dipped  in  cold  wa- 
ter. 1  need  not  speak  of  the  topical  applications  which  are  but  acci- 
dentally used.  The  first  remark  I  have  to  offer  is,  that  no  particular  dif- 
ference in  the  progress  and  complications  of  the  wounds  was  noticed, 
between  the  patients  who  had  them  dressed  with  poultices,  lint,  or  as- 
tringents. Refrigerants  are  much  employed  at  this  present  time  ;  they 
are,  in  fact,  the  fashion  now,  and  must,  of  course,  have  some  efficacy. 
Still,  although  I  do  not  look  upon  this  means  as  useless,  1  must  say 
that  I  do  not  think  it  so  efficacious  as  some  sur({eons  do.  I  have  several 
times  already  called  your  attention  to  the  reasons  why  some  people  will 
ascribe  to  refrigerants  more  virtue  than  they  really  possess.  The  un- 
doubted effect  of  cold  water  is  to  diminish  redness,  inflammation  of  the 
skin,  and  even  pain  in  some  individuals;  so  that  during  the  first  few 
days  there  seems  to  be  much  improvement,  but  the  inflammatory  work 
is  going  on  in  the  deeper  layers,  and  is  not  visible  to  the  eye.  Sup- 
puration may  indeed  become  less  abundant,  but  it  is  less  ])Iegrnonous, 
and  much  thinner  than  it  should  be.  When  the  twelfth  or  fifteenth  day 
comes  on,  the  surgeon  is  surprised  that  the  surface  of  the  wound  is  not 
assuming  a  satisfactory  aspect,  and  that  it  does  not  continue  to  improve 
as  it  did  at  first.  Thus  cold  water  is  found  w^anting,  and  other  means 
are  resorted  to.  Another  point  worthy  of  consideration  is,  that  a  clear 
notion  should  be  formed  concerning  the  more  or  less  gravity  of  gun-shot 
wounds.  There  are  a  great  number  of  them,  the  progress  of  which  is 
perfectly  simple,  whatever  may  be  the  treatment  employed  ;  thus  may 
wounds,  completely  running  through  a  limb,  without  lesion  of  bone,  be 
treated  in  divers  ways,  and  all  do  very  well  ;  you  may  see  dozens  of  such 
cases  in  the  wards.  When  the  bone  has  been  fractured,  although  the 
danger  is  greater,  the  patients  will  also  sometimes  manage  to  come  round 
under  various  lines  of  practice.  We  have  three  or  four  cases  of  this 
sort  in  the  house,  which  are  all  getting  on  very  nicely  ;  and  I  used  lint 
with  some,  cataplasm  with  others,  and  refrigerants  with  the  rest.  My 
wish  is  to  shield  you  from  the  mania  of  cold  applications,  which  has 
now  been  reigning  for  some  time.  I  confess  that  1  do  not  consider  them 
of  much  importance;  however,  if  they  can  be  employed  early,  and  when 
there  is  inflammation,  much  heal,  or  redness,  they  might  be  employed 
with  some  benefit.  There  is  likewise  some  advantage  in  them  when  the 
weather  is  very  hot,  and  when  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere  increases  the 
high  temperature  of  the  tissues  ;  they  may  then  be  agreeable  to  the  pa- 
tient and  do  some  good.  But  in  the  winter,  when  the  wounded  fear 
the  cold  and  prefer  heat,  do  not  use  refrigerants,  they  then  do  more  harm 
than  good  ;  for  it  is  very  difficult  to  prevent  the  cold  fluid  from  moisten- 
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ing  the  parts  in  the  vicinity  of  the  wound  ;  and  we  expose  our  patients 
to  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  and  other  dangerous  inflammations.  As  for 
poultices,  tliey  have  also  their  advantages  and  drawbacks,  in  the 
winter,  they  appear  to  me  undoubtedly  superior  to  other  applications,  be- 
cause the  affected  parts  are  by  them  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  moisture 
and  warmth,  and  this  end  is  greatly  to  be  desired  in  cold  weather. 
These  poultices  may  be  made  with  divers  substances — linseed  meal,  rye, 
oatmeal,  &c.  ;  in  short,  with  any  meal  which  contains  faecula.  As  for 
myself,  1  prefer  linseed  meal  by  far ;  on  condition,  however,  that  it  be 
of  good  kind;  but  this  condition,  after  all,  applies  to  all  medicines. 
Linseed  meal  seems  to  me  to  answer  the  purpose  very  well,  because  it 
imbibes  liquids  thoroughly,  and  contains  a  certain  proportion  of  very 
sweet  oil,  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  any  otlier  meal.  It  has  been 
objected  that  it  is  liable  to  become  acid,  rancid,  &:c.  ;  but  this  applies  to 
all  the  sorts  of  meal.  Try  to  get  it  good  and  fresh,  and  you  will  have  an 
excellent  application  at  your  command.  As  for  myself,  as  a  general  rule, 
I  use  no  other,  The  next  point  is  to  settle  with  what  liquid  you  will 
make  your  poultice.  Plain  water  is  generally  used.  If,  however,  a 
very  emollient  poultice  is  required,  a  decoction  of  marsh  mallow  is  em- 
ployed ;  if  a  sedative  application  is  wanted,  the  cataplasm  is  made  with 
a  decoction  of  poppies  ;  so  that  you  have  your  choice  between  a  simple 
or  medicated  poultice.  I  will  now  confine  myself  to  simple  cataplasms  : 
these  may  be  brought  into  immediate  contact  with  the  skin  ;  or  they 
may  be  placed  between  two  pieces  of  linen  and  then  applied.  There 
was  formerly  a  sort  of  antagonism  on  this  head  between  two  Paris  hos- 
pitals, the  first  of  these  methods  being  strictly  adhered  to  in  one  of  these 
establishments,  and  the  second  in  the  other.  This  difference  of  opinion 
is  still  bearing  fruits,  as  you  may  convince  yourselves  in  observing  the 
various  manners  of  using  poultices  in  the  hospitals  of  Paris.  I  prefer 
bringing  the  poultice  into  immediate  contact  with  the  skin,  for  the  same 
reason  which  induces  me  to  reject  wet  rags,  tepid  water,  &z;c.  It  was 
believed  at  one  time  that  poultices  were  useful  merely  in  virtue  of  the 
water  they  contained,  and  tliat  if  water  were  kept  on  the  afl?ected  part, 
the  same  end  would  be  gained  as  when  using  a  poultice;  and  hence 
the  innovation  of  M.  Mayor  (cataplasms  without  cataplasms  !)  In  pri- 
vate practice  the  two  pieces  of  linen  are  generally  used  for  the  sake  of 
cleanliness.  I  consider  that  the  great  advantage  of  a  poultice  lies  in 
the  fact  of  its  being  placed  in  immediate  contact  with  the  skin  ;  for  it 
then  gives  up  part  of  its  heat,  maintains  an  equal  temperature,  moulds 
itself  to  the  rugosities  and  the  wrinkles  of  the  skin,  and  seems  to  become 
part  and  parcel  with  the  limb.  If  the  two  pieces  of  linen  are  used, 
the  poultice  becomes  flat,  it  presses  down  the  prominences  of  the  afl^ect- 
ed  part,  it  does  not  penetrate  between  the  rugosities,  does  not  do  so 
much  good,  and  is  far  from  presenting  so  many  advantages  as  when  the 
meal  lies  on  the  skin.  Another  question  whereon  there  is  much  dif- 
ference of  opinion,  is  about  the  renewal  of  poultices.  Some  surgeons 
desire  them  to  be  changed  every  two  or  three  hours,  and  in  private  prac- 
tice they  are  generally  renewed  every  hour.    It  is  alleged  that  this  is 
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done  to  prevent  decomposition  ;  the  precaution  is,  in  so  far,  reasonable 
enough  ;  but  it  is  also  said  that  these  frequent  renifv/als  secure  a  warm 
appHcation  for  the  part.  This  is  a  mistake  ;  for  the  poultice  first  yields 
its  own  high  temperature  to  the  limb,  and  afterwards  receives  heat  from 
it;  so  that  the  temperature  is  always  relatively  the  same.  Thus  a  poul- 
tice may  remain  twenty-four  hours  on  a  limb,  and  retain  a  certain  amount 
of  heat,  except  the  member  be  cold.  You  see,  then,  that  it  does  not 
lose  its  temperature,  and  that  it  is  therefore  useless  to  change  it  so  often. 
As  for  decomposition,  it  is  not  likely  to  take  place  in  so  siiort  a  time, 
save  the  temperature  have  been  very  high,  or  the  meal  bad.  A  poultice 
may  remain  ten  hours  in  the  hottest  weather ;  and  it  is  rare  for  decom- 
position to  come  on  before  twelve  hours,  at  least,  are  elapsed  ;  so  that 
changing  twice  a-day  is  quite  sufficient.  This  is  done  in  hospitals,  and 
is  indispensable  ;  for  after  twelve  hours  a  poultice  may  become  acrid, 
because  the  purulent  matter  secreted  by  the  wound  gets  effused  between 
the  skin  and  the  cataplasm  ;  a  re-action  takes  place,  which  gives  origin 
to  a  new  product,  which  is  of  an  injurious  nature,  and  acts  very  preju- 
dicially on  the  patient. 

We  may,  then,  sum  up  and  state,  first,  that  poultices  made  with  plain 
water  are  the  best  applications  for  the  wounds  we  have  now  to  treat,  un- 
til the  commencement  of  the  third  period  has  arrived  ;  second,  linseed 
meal  is  the  best  substance  they  can  be  made  with  ;  third,  it  is  more  ad- 
visable to  apply  them  directly  on  the  skin  than  to  allow  a  piece  of  linen 
to  intervene  ;  fourth,  they  should  be  renewed  twice  a-day,  and  changing 
them  more  frequently  would  be  both  useless  and  injurious.  As  to  cold 
water,  recourse  to  it  may  be  had  when  there  is  great  inflammation,  in- 
tense heat  and  sharp  pain.  This  application,  however,  has  doubtful 
and  sometimes  mischievous  results  ;  but  as  these  are  not  likely  to  occur 
during  the  first  week,  particularly  when  the  temperature  of  the  atmos- 
phere is  high,  it  may  within  that  period  be  employed  with  some  ad- 
vantage.— London  Lancet. 


CASE  OF  OBSTRUCTION  IN  THE  INTESTINES. 

BY  JNO.  W,  RICHARDSON.  M.D.,  OF    RUTHERFORD  COUNTY,  TENNJESSJ^E. 

On  Wednesday,  the  7th  of  October,  1846,  1  was  called  to  see  a  negro 
boy,  aged  18  years,  belonging  to  Mr.  William  James.  Mr.  James  in- 
formed me  that  the  boy  had  been  unwell,  to  his  knowledge,  from  the 
Monday  night  previous,  when  he  vomited  occasionally,  and  complained 
of  pain  in  his  belly. 

On  Tuesday  he  was  still  sick,  and  in  very  much  the  same  condition. 
At  night  he  took  some  castor  oil,  but  soon  threw  it  up.  On  Wednesday 
morning,  Mr.  James  gave  him  some  more  oil,  wliich  he  soon  rejected. 
At  noon  on  the  same  day,  he  gave  him  a  dose  of  calomel,  and  at  4 
o'clock,  P.  M.,  1  saw  the  boy.  His  appearance  was  quite  natural,  and 
nothing  unusual  was  observed  about  him,  except  during  a  paroxysm  of 
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pain,  which  returned  at  short  intervals.  His  skin  was  warm,  tongue 
clean,  and  pulse  very  little,  if  any,  accelerated. 

On  cjuestioniniij  the  boy,  he  stated,  that  on  Sunday  last  he  ate  a  parcel 
of  hard  sweet  apples,  was  sick  and  had  pains  in  his  belly  on  Sunday 
night — that  he  had  the  "  stinking  belch  "  on  Monday,  which  was 
followed  by  vomiting,  sev^ere  pains  in  his  belly,  and  costiveness,  and  that 
iie  liad  had  no  passage  from  his  bowels  since  Sunday,  and  but  a  very 
small  one  then. 

As  he  had  not  vomited  since  he  took  the  calomel  at  noon,  now  four 
hours,  and  says  he  feels  easier,  I  left  him  wilhout  giving  any  medicine, 
directing  his  master,  if  the  calomel  did  not  operate  by  9  o'clock,  P.  M., 
to  give  some  more  oil. 

Thursday,  8  o'clock,  A.  M.  The  calomel  failed  to  operate ;  at  9 
o'clock  the  evening  before,  the  oil  was  given  and  thrown  up.  The  dose 
was  repeated  this  morning,  and  it  was  thrown  up  also. 

The  boy  suffered  considerably  through  the  night,  vomited  frequently  ; 
had  no  motion  from  the  bowels,  and  is  complaining  very  much.  At  this 
moment,  whilst  thinking  about  what  to  do  for  the  boy,  I  was  sent  for  in 
great  haste  to  see  a  woman,  ten  miles  distant,  who  had  a  retained  pla- 
centa. 1  made,  however,  six  pills  of  the  crumb  of  corn  bread  and  cro- 
ton  oil,  one  drop  of  the  oil  to  each  pill  ;  gave  one  myself,  and  directed 
Mr.  James  to  continue  them,  one  every  two  hours,  until  I  returned,  unless 
his  bowels  were  moved. 

I  returned  a  little  after  4,  P.  M.  The  boy  had  taken  five  of  the  pills  ; 
had  no  passage.  His  sufferings  seemed  now  to  be  almost  intolerable. 
He  complained  of  the  most  excruciating  pain  to  the  right  of  the  um- 
bilicus ;  his  abdomen  was  swollen,  tight,  and  unusually  hard  about  the 
point  where  he  felt  most  pain.  His  countenance  was  anxious,  and  in- 
dicative  of  much  suffering.    Pulse  rapid,  small  and  hard. 

While  a  barrel  of  water  was  warming,  I  bled  him,  in  the  erect  pos- 
ture, until  he  became  very  faint  and  perspired  profusely.  Having  seen 
some  account  of  the  wonderful  effects  of  hog's  lard  in  such  cases,  rC' 
ported  in  the  Southern  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  I  determined  to  try 
it.  A  pint  was  melted,  and  the  boy  ordered  to  drink  it — he  vomited 
worse  than  ever.  I  tried  it  again,  but  the  vomiting  was  increased  so 
greatly  by  it,  that  it  was  discontinued. 

As  soon  as  the  water  could  be  heated,  the  boy  was  put  in  it,  and  kept 
there  until  the  faintness  became  so  great  that  it  was  considered  best  to 
remove  him.  He  was  laid  on  the  bed,  and  a  tobacco  enema  prepared 
immediately.  It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  common  purgative  enemata 
had  been  tried  perseveringly  for  two  days. 

I  do  not  know  the  precise  quantity  of  tobacco  which  was  used.  I  pulled 
a  handful  off  of  a  large  manufactured  twist,  threw  it  into  a  wash  pan, 
and  poured  on  it  about  a  quart  of  boiling  water.  As  soon  as  the  water 
cooled  sufficiently,  the  tobacco  was  stirred  around  in  it  several  times,  and 
a  pint  of  it  was  thrown  up  the  rectum.  The  infusion  looked  very 
strong.  In  a  few  seconds  the  boy  complained  of  giddiness,  and  asked  to 
get  up.    He  was  placed  over  the  vessel,  when  the  enema  was  discharged, 
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but  nothing  else.  He  vomited  now  severely ;  afterwards  said  he  felt 
easy,  and  was  laid  back  on  his  bed. 

About  8  o'clock,  P.  M.,  I  gave  him  another  tobacco  enema,  which 
acted  about  like  the  former  one ;  I  then  left  him  for  the  niijht  to  see 
my  own  family,  some  of  whom  were  sick  and  needed  attention.  I  di- 
rected Mr.  James  to  repeat  the  tobacco  enemata  occasionally  through 
the  night,  always  observing  to  make  the  boy  discharge  them  as  soon  as 
he  became  giddy  and  sick. 

Friday  morning,  9  o'clock.  There  has  been  no  operation  from  the 
bowels  yet ;  skin  cold  and  wet ;  pulse  small,  feeble,  and  very  rapid  ;  oc- 
casional vomitings  ;  less  pain  in  the  abdomen. 

I  asked  permission  to  operate  by  gastroiomy,  telling  Mr.  James  that  it 
was  the  only  remedy  which  promised  relief  to  his  boy.  IVIr.  James 
and  the  boy  were  both  opposed  to  the  operation,  and  as  the  case  seemed 
now  rather  unfavorable  for  the  success  of  an  operation,  I  did  not  insist 
very  strenuously. 

Gave  the  boy  a  large  portion  of  sulph.  morph.,and  left  another  for  him 
at  1  o'clock,  P.  M.,  unless  he  rested  easy.  The  portion  which  I  gave 
him  afforded  much  relief  for  a  short  time  only,  and  at  the  time  prescribed 
he  took  the  second  portion. 

4  o'clock,  P.  M.  Called  to  see  the  patient;  not  much  pain;  other 
things  about  as  they  were  in  the  morning.  Directed  the  morphia  as 
often  as  necessary  to  relieve  pain  and  keep  the  patient  quiet.  Gave  to- 
bacco enema  again,  and  repealed  once  or  twice  through  the  night. 

Saturday  morning,  9  o'clock.  Boy  much  better,  though  he  has  had 
no  operation  from  the  bowels.  He  has  quit  sweating.  Skin  warm  ; 
pulse  slower  and  fuller;  abdomen  neither  so  hard,  nor  so  much  swollen 
as  on  yesterday ;  slept  some,  for  the  first  time  ;  has  some  pain  occasion- 
ally. Continue  the  morphia  as  directed  before,  and  give  another  ene- 
ma at  night. 

Sunday  morning,  9  o'clock.  The  boy  slept  more  last  night,  says  that 
he  feels  quite  comfortable;  skin  nearly  as  warm  as  it  ought  to  be; 
pulse  about  80 ;  complains  but  little  from  pressure  on  his  belly,  which 
feels  softer,  and  much  more  natural.  Enemata  of  oil  and  turpentine 
were  given  to-day. 

4  o'clock,  P.  M.  Called  by  Mr.  James's.  The  boy  has  just  had 
some  passages,  and  as  my  visit  this  evening  was  not  expected,  the  vessel 
was  emptied.  Mr.  James  informed  me  that  there  was  nothing  unusual, 
except  some  long  shreds  of  mucus. 

From  this  time  the  boy  took  no  more  medicine  ;  his  alvine  evacuations 
increased,  and  in  a  few  days  he  was  as  well  as  usual. 

Remarks. — This  was  a  case  of  very  obstinate  constipation,  and  al- 
though there  was  no  stercoraceous  vomiting,  yet  it  seemed  to  require 
the  operation  of  gastrotomy,  perhaps  in  an  equal  degree  with  the  ma- 
jority of  cases  in  which  the  operation  has  been  performed.  I  do  not 
make  this  remark,  nor  any  other,  to  oppose  gastrotomy  (for  I  doubt  very 
much  if  the  operation  has  been  performed  half  as  often  as  it  ought  to 
have  been),  but  only  for  the  purpose  of  more  particularly  directing  at- 
tention to  the  medical  treatment. 
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Is  it  not  probable  that  some  such  cases  as  the  one  recited  have  been 
made  fatal  by  the  habitual  custom  of  giving  powerful  cathartic  medicines  ? 
Is  it  not  also  very  probable  that  if  I  had  continued  to  give  this  boy  pur- 
gative medicine,  he  would  have  died  ?  And  is  it  not  pretty  certain 
that  the  change  for  the  worse  so  rapidly  on  Thursday  was  produced 
by  the  croton  oil  ?  These  are  important  questions,  and  much  depends 
upon  correct  answers. 

As  to  the  proper  medical  treatment  for  such  cases,  everything  de- 
pends upon  knowing  what  causes  the  obstruction.  Is  it  produced  by 
spasmodic  action  of  the  bowels,  by  intussusception,  or  by  the  peculiar 
and  unnatural  condition  of  the  contents  of  the  bowels  ?  These  are  the 
questions  to  be  determined. 

Having  ascertained  what  causes  the  obstruction,  the  proper  remedies 
will  suggest  themselves  to  the  intelligent  physician.  The  diagnosis, 
however,  is  very  difficult,  I  will  not  say  unattainable,  but  until  more  light 
is  thrown  upon  the  subject,  it  must  often  be  uncertain,  and  sometimes  in- 
correct. Bleeding,  the  warm  bath  and  morphia,  would  have  cured  this 
boy  in  the  beginning.  This  is  iny  opinion. —  Western  Journal  of  Medi- 
cine and  Surgery. 


ACCUMULATION  OF  GRUMOUS  BLOOD. 
iCommunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.  J 

May  3d,  1847,  I  was  called  to  Mrs.  B.,  age  26;  stature  large;  com- 
plexion light,  fair ;  habit  strumous.  She  was  in  labor  with  her  first  child. 
The  presentation  and  labor  were  natural,  and  terminated,  after  about 
six  hours  of  severe  pain,  without  any  unusual  symptoms.  On  the  5th 
day  after  confinement,  she  complained  somewhat  of  the  piles.  On  the 
8th,  I  w^as  informed  by  her  nurse  that  she  had  mistaken  the  nature  of 
her  trouble.  Upon  examination,  I  discovered  very  considerable  redness 
and  tumefaction  of  the  right  labium.  The  inflammation  had  extended 
to  the  urethra,  causing  some  strangury.  I  could  discover  little  if  any 
fluctuation  in  the  part.  Presuming  upon  the  existence  of  an  abscess,  1 
prescribed  fomentations  and  poultices.  On  the  llth,  fluctuation  was  dis- 
tinctly perceptible.  The  diseased  labium  was  so  much  swollen  as  to 
cause  its  eversion,  so  as  to  expose  its  mucous  membrane  to  the  extent 
of  three  fourths  of  an  inch  beyond  the  external  surface  of  the  other  la- 
bium. I  carefully  pressed  upon  the  parts  so  as  to  turn  it  still  more  out, 
and  introduced  an  abscess  lancet  at  a  point  nearly  one  inch  from  the  natu- 
rally external  part,  and  about  the  longitudinal  centre  of  the  labium.  I 
made  the  incision  about  one  inch  in  depth,  and  nearly  one  in  length. 
Black  grumous  blood  is  small  quantity  issued  from  the  wound,  but  no 
pus.  No  pain  had  been  caused  by  the  operation.  She  did  not  even 
know  that  I  had  made  the  puncture,  until  I  told  her. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day  I  was  sent  for  in  haste.  She  had 
been  unable  to  pass  urine,  and  her  sufferings  on  that  account  were  ex- 
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treme.  After  relieving  her  immediate  suffering  by  the  use  of  the  ca- 
theter, I  introduced  into  the  puncture  1  had  made  in  the  morning  a 
grooved  director ;  it  passed  in  three  and  a  quarter  inches  toward  the  right 
trochanter  major,  witliout  meeting  with  any  perceptible  opposition,  or 
causing  the  least  pain.  On  witlidrawing  the  instrument,  the  groove  was 
filled  with  l)lack  grumous  blood.  The  existence  of  a  large  cavity,  filled 
only  with  blood,  was  now  certain.  A  few  hours  after  this,  clots  of  blood 
began  to  [)ass  off  from  the  puncture.  The  soreness  and  strangury  di- 
minished rapidly.  The  passage  of  these  clots  continued  for  some  eight 
or  ten  days,  when  the  whole  liealed  up  without  any  perceptible  sup- 
puration. 

This  lady  has  recently  (June,  1848)  been  confined.  Had  an  easy 
labor,  and  no  untoward  symptoms.  Stephen  Tracy. 

[Dr.  Tracy  was  many  years  in  the  service  of  the  American  Board  of 
Foreign  Missions,  and  was  stationed  in  some  part  of  the  Burman  Empire, 
if  we  recollect  lightly.  He  must  have  seen  strange  things  in  his  travels, 
and  might  furnish  some  extraordinary  notes  on  medical  and  surgical 
cases,  which  fell  under  his  eye  in  those  out-posts  of  civilization.  Such 
papers  would  be  gratefully  received  by  the  profession,  and  the  pages 
of  this  Journal  are  cheerfully  tendered  him  for  their  insertion. — Ed.] 


ON  ARTIFICIAL  TEETH. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  art  of  supplying  lost  teeth  so  as  satisfactorily  to  answer  all  the  pur- 
poses of  natural  ones,  and  at  the  same  time,  without  doing  injury,  to 
give  support  to  and  preserve  those  that  remain,  was  very  imperfectly  un- 
derstood until  of  late  years.  The  very  great  perfection  which  this  art 
has  now  attained,  would  scarcely  be  believed  by  those  who  are  not  fa- 
miliar with  the  subject.  Either  jmrtial  or  entire  sets  of  teeth,  scientifi- 
cally designed  and  skilfully  adapted,  maybe  worn  with  the  greatest  ease 
and  satisfaction  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  those  that  are  ill-made  and  un- 
skilfully adapted,  are  troublesome  to  the  wearer,  an  impediment  to 
speech  and  mastication,  and  even  a  greater  blemish  to  the  countenance 
than  the  want  of  teeth. 

In  the  construction  of  artificial  teeth,  utility  and  comfort,  as  well  as 
appearance,  ought  to  be  considered  by  the  dentist.  The  latter  refers 
to  the  successful  imitation  of  nature  in  the  form,  color  and  proportions 
of  the  teeth,  and  especially  in  the  shape  and  expression  of  the  mouth. 

Artificial  teeth  are  retained  in  the  mouth  by  three  different  plans. 

1st.  By  spiral  springs,  attached  by  their  ends  to  the  pieces  of  the  two 
jaws,  when  the  set  is  complete,  or,  when  the  under  teeth  are  perfect,  to 
caps  fitted  to  those  teeth. 

2d.  By  clasps  or  bands  of  elastic  gold,  passing  partly  round  natural 
teeth.  The  clasp  is  attached  in  a  part  only  of  its  length  to  the  base ; 
the  remaining  portion  is  left  free,  and  springs  open  to  receive  the  tooth. 
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If  at  any  time  the  clasp  does  not  firmly  embrace  the  tooth,  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary, to  make  it  do  so,  to  bend  the  free  portions  towards  each  other, 
and  it  will  then  again  take  firm  hold. 

3d.  By  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere.  The  gum-fitting  surface  is  so 
accurately  fitted  to  the  gum,  that  the  saliva  and  the  air  are  excluded, 
whereby  the  pressure  of  air,  acting  only  on  that  surface  of  the  teeth  ex- 
posed to  the  tongue,  holds  them  in  tight  contact  widi  the  gums.  Teeth 
on  this  principle,  though  the  most  difficult  to  construct,  are  the  best 
kind  when  well  constructed  ;  as  they  are  wholly  independent  of  any  re- 
maining natural  teeth  of  the  same  jaw,  and  also  of  those  of  the  oppo- 
site jaw.  The  amount  of  atmospheric  pressure  will  of  course  be  pro- 
portioned to  the  surface  of  the  base,  and  the  freedom  from  lateral  sliding 
in  proportion  to  the  convexity  of  the  gums,  unless  there  be  teeth  remain- 
ing in  the  jaws  to  steady  them. 

The  first  eflfect,  on  putting  in  a  set  of  artificial  teeth,  is,  most  unques- 
tionably, great  discomfort ;  the  mouth  feels  filled,  the  speech  is  rendered 
difficult  and  indistinct,  and  mastication  impossible.  Yet,  within  a  fortnight, 
or  three  weeks  at  most,  and  often  within  even  a  week,  all  these  difficulties 
vanish,  and  the  patient  tells  you  he  could  not  do  without  the  new  teeth. 
Distressing  nausea  is  -among  the  occasional  early  consequences  of  wearing 
artificial  teeth  ;  but  this,  also,  subsides  with  a  little  patience. 

To  masticate  well  with  false  teeth,  requires  both  time  and  perseverance  ; 
the  ability  being  acquired  sooner  or  later,  in  proportion  to  tlie  aptitude  of 
the  individual ;  but  all  may  acquire  it  if  the  teeth  be  well  made. 

There  are  a  few  persons,  some  dentists  say,  whose  jaws  are  so  formed 
that  sufficient  available  bearing  surface  for  the  base  can  scarcely  be  found  ; 
and  that  there  are  others,  again,  in  whom  the  lining  membrane  of  the 
mouth  is  so  irritable  that  the  presence  of  artificial  teeth  cannot  be  borne — 
or,  at  least,  without  great  effort.  But  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say,  if  the 
effort  be  made  and  continued,  and  the  teeth  are  good  in  construction,  and 
well  adjusted,  success,  even  in  the  most  difficult  cases,  will  be  the  result. 
Artificial  teeth  must  be  regarded  by  the  wearer  as  tools,  the  use  of  which 
must  be  learned  by  patient  trials.  The  first  time  you  take  up  a  joiner's 
plane  you  cannot  work  it,  nor  would  you  expect  to  do  so  without  pre- 
vious practice.  So  with  artificial  teeth  ;  you  have  no  right  to  expect  to 
masticate  effectively  with  them,  until  by  practice  you  have  learned  their 
use.  I  would  recommend  that  patients,  before  they  wear  new  teeth, 
should  carefully  examine  them  in  their  several  parts  and  actions,  and  thus 
learn  how  they  should  be  used,  and  what  is  to  be  expected  of  the  teeth, 
and  what  of  themselves,  in  acquiring  the  art  of  mastication.  If  this 
expedient  be  adopted,  many  ill-conceived  attempts  and  consequent  fail- 
ures, productive  of  disappointment,  will  be  avoided. 

Nothing  short  of  never  removing  artificial  teeth  from  the  mouth,  should 
be  more  strongly  deprecated  than  the  habit  some  people  have  of  taking 
them  out  only  once  or  twice  a  week,  and  at  other  times  cleaning  them 
in  the  mouth.  They  cannot  be  well  cleaned  when  in  the  mouth,  and 
the  surface  of  the  mouth  cannot  remain  healthy  when  perpetually  covered. 
It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  the  gums  are  covered  with  epithelium,  and 
10* 
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that  it  is  the  nature  of  this  tissue  to  be  perpetually  forming  below,  while 
it  is  suffering  perpetual  loss  from  its  surface.  The  scales  are  rubbed  off 
by  the  tongue  and  food.  Now  if  the  epithelium  be  perpetually  covered 
by  the  base  of  artificial  teeth,  the  formation  will  still  go  on,  but  the  loss 
from  the  surface  is  retarded.  The  outer  epithelial  scales  may  separate, 
but  cannot  escape  from  the  surface ;  they  therefore  accumulate  under 
the  base,  and  there  become  highly  offensive.  After  awhile  the  mucous 
membrane  is  inflamed,  and  the  development  of  epithelium  is  suspended 
or  vitiated  ;  the  scales  no  longer  adhere  to  each  other  to  form  a  mem- 
brane. If  the  teeth  be  removed  after  the  moutli  has  got  into  this  condi- 
tion, the  surface  which  has  been  covered  will  be  found  red  and  vascular, 
and  will  bleed  on  the  slightest  touch.  The  fitting  surface  of  the  teeth 
will  be  coated  with  a  white  sebaceous  matter,  highly  offensive. 

It  will  be  inquired  at  what  time  of  life,  and  under  what  circumstances, 
recourse  should  be  had  to  artificial  teeth  ;  how  much  may  reasonably  be 
expected  of  them,  and  how  long  they  will  last.  Artificial  teeth  should 
be  adopted  whenever  the  want  of  teeth  is  felt ;  whenever  articulation 
becomes  imperfect,  or  when  mastication  can  no  longer  be  performed  by 
molar  teeth.  I  say  molar  teeth,  because  some  persons,  when  the  grinders 
are  lost,  masticate  with  the  incisor  teeth,  in  which  case  the  incisors  are 
soon  worn  down,  or  the  upper  ones  are  driven  outwards  and  loosened  by 
the  lower  front  teeth ;  and  thus,  they,  by  being  forced  into  use  for  a  pur- 
pose for  which  they  are  not  fitted,  become  destroyed. 

If  the  wearer  be  a  person  of  average  perseverance  and  average  con- 
formation of  mouth,  he  may  expect  to  have  articulation  perfectly  restored, 
and  mastication  of  ordinary  food  rendered  effective,  by  using  well- 
designed  and  well  made  artificial  teeth. 

Then,  as  regards  durability  of  artificial  teeth.  This  will  vary  with 
individuals,  the  variation  depending  on  the  state  of  the  saliva,  the  care 
with  which  they  are  cleaned  and  kept  and  used,  but  chiefly  upon  the 
material  used  in  their  construction  ;  also,  in  a  great  degree,  on  the  manner 
in  which  they  are  made,  whether  well  or  ill. 

From  one  tooth  to  a  complete  set  can  be  fitted  in  the  mouth  with  the 
greatest  accuracy  and  precision,  answering  most  fully  every  purpose  of 
articulation  and  mastication  ;  and  so  perfectly  natural  in  appearance  as 
to  defy  detection  by  the  closest  observer,  and  without  giving  any  pain 
whatever.  To  effect  this,  much  labor  and  skill  are  required  ;  but,  when 
accomplished,  it  restores  the  mouth  to  a  state  equal  to  the  natural  one, 
and  renders  the  patient  easy  and  comfortable. 

Ligatures  should  never  be  used  to  fasten  artificial  teeth.  They  should 
be  so  constructed  as  to  be  removed  as  easy  as  a  glove,  and  yet  be  per- 
fecdy  secure  and  steady  in  the  mouth  ;  objects  which  can  only  be 
obtained  by  a  dentist  who  perfectly  understands  his  profession.  In  all 
cases,  very  great  accuracy  of  fitting  to  the  model,  and  a  correct  adapta- 
tion to  the  mouth,  are  necessary. 

In  cases  where  there  is  absorption  or  loss  of  substance,  a  very  great 
change  takes  place  in  the  appearance  and  expression  of  the  countenance. 
This  absorption  occurs  more  or  less  in  all  cases ;  and  to  ascertain  the 
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exact  extent  of  such  loss  of  substance,  is  very  important  previous  to  sup- 
plying artificial  teeth  ;  as,  on  a  judicious  arrangement  of  the  material,  in 
making  good  such  losses  with  artificial  gum  as  well  as  teeth,  where  the 
loss  is  considerable,  depends  that  perfect  restoration  of  the  features  to  their 
natural  symmetry  which  the  art  of  dentistry  is  capable  of  giving.  By 
attention  to  the  above,  any  degree  of  fullness  of  the  lips  or  cheeks  can  be 
obtained,  without  inconvenience  to  the  wearer. 

Much  has  been  said  with  respect  to  the  comparative  merits  of  bone  or 
gold,  as  the  frame  for  artificial  teeth ;  some  dentists  using  bone  in  every 
case,  however  inapplicable — others,  using  gold.  The  writer  has  impor- 
tant reasons  for  giving  a  preference  to  gold  in  most  cases.  Ivory,  or  the 
tusk  of  the  hippopotamus,  soon  decomposes,  and,  notwithstanding  the 
greatest  care  and  cleanliness,  will  not  last  long. 

It  is,  in  all  cases,  desirable  to  place  as  little  in  the  mouth  as  possible, 
that  the  articulation  and  mastication  may  be  performed  with  more  free- 
dom. Gold,  of  a  fine  quality,  can  be  used  with  the  greatest  advantage, 
as  it  may  be  thin  and  small  in  size,  and  yet  possess  infinitely  more  dura- 
bility than  ivory,  which,  when  made  thin,  is  soon  destroyed,  and  there- 
fore, fi-om  the  necessity  of  frequently  renewing  it,  becomes  expensive. 

The  teeth  that  are  usually  supplied  by  dentists,  are  either  natural  or 
mineral.  Natural  teeth  have  been  long  employed  by  the  most  celebrated 
dentists,  and  with  great  success  as  regards  appearance  and  utility ;  but 
with  respect  to  their  durability,  the  time  they  will  last  varies  according  to 
the  constitution  of  the  wearer,  notwithstanding  their  handsome  appearance 
when  first  placed  in  the  mouth. 

The  experience  of  an  extensive  practice,  particularly  in  the  branch  of 
the  profession  treated  on  in  this  chapter,  has  convinced  me,  that  in  order 
to  introduce  and  secure  every  possible  excellence  in  the  insertion  of  a  set 
of  teeth,  it  is  indispensable  for  a  dentist  to  manufacture  his  own  teeth ; 
although  this  is  far  more  expensive  than  to  purchase  them — as  in  case  of 
a  suit  of  clothes  made  to  order,  and  a  suit  ready  made — yet  the  difl^er- 
ence  in  the  fit  is  quite  as  great.  I  was  therefore  early  induced  to  direct 
my  earnest  attention  to  this  particular  branch ;  and  the  result  of  several 
years  close  application,  is,  that  I  am  now  enabled  to  manufacture  and  set 
teeth  composed  ofsilicious  substance,  with  a  very  fine  enamel  upon  them 
which  admits  of  every  variety  of  shade  and  color,  and  enables  me  to 
match  with  the  greatest  nicety,  both  in  form  and  color,  any  teeth  that 
may  remain  in  the  mouth.  They  are  perfectly  incorrodible,  and  cannot 
be  aflfected  in  any  way  by  the  saliva,  heat  of  the  stomach,  or  acids  of  any 
kind.  In  short,  their  durability  is  perfect,  as  they  will  never  decay  or 
become  the  least  discolored,  and  will  appear  as  well  after  ten  years  wear 
as  they  do  the  first  day  they  are  placed  in  the  mouth. 

W.  T.  G.  Morton. 

19  Tremont  Row,  Boston. 
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The  Anodyne  Treatment  in  Croup. — Everything  relating  to  the  treat- 
ment of  so  serious  a  malady  as  croup,  is  of  interest  to  the  profession.  The 
following,  from  the  Transactions  of  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Physicians, 
shows  a  successful  result  of  treatment  in  the  hands  of  an  eminent  and  ex- 
perienced practitioner. 

Dr.  Parrish  related  the  history  of  a  case  of  membranous  croup  of  a 
severe  character,  and  attended  with  all  the  symptoms  of  approaching 
death,  which  recently  recovered  under  his  care,  without  an  operation  for 
tracheotomy. 

"  The  patient  was  a  child  of  18  months  old,  which  was  attacked  with 
what  was  supposed  to  be  an  ordinary  catarrh,  attended  with  a  harsh,  dry 
cough.  Simple  domestic  remedies  had  been  administered  for  several  days 
without  effect,  before  the  doctor  was  sent  for. 

"  When  the  patient  was  seen  by  him,  the  cough  was  *  croupy,'  and 
the  breathing  obstructed  to  an  alarming  extent.  On  looking  into  the 
fauces,  the  whole  back  part  of  the  throat  was  found  lined  with  a  thick,  te- 
nacious secretion.  An  emetic  of  two  grains  of  turpeth  mineral  was  im- 
mediately administered,  which  operated  promptly,  but  without  relief. 
Calomel,  grs.  v.  was  administered,  to  be  followed  by  castor  oil  in  a  few 
hours.  After  the  operation  of  the  purgative,  there  was  still  no  decided 
relief ;  the  turpeth  mineral  emetic  was  continued  regularly  every  four 
hours,  and  the  calomel  in  small  doses  every  two  hours,  for  several  days ; 
but  the  disease  steadily  progressed,  no  discharge  of  membrane  having 
been  induced  ;  the  breathing  became  more  distressing,  and  finally,  the 
child  was  unable  to  cry  ;  the  cough  was  dry,  and  less  developed,  and  the 
bronchial  tubes  appeared  to  be  rapidly  filling  up.  At  this  stage  of  the 
complaint,  injections  of  assafcetida  and  laudanum  were  given  every  four 
hours,  solely  with  a  view  of  assuaging  the  sufferings  of  the  child,  and  all 
other  medicines  were  suspended.  The  full  effect  of  the  opium  was  in- 
duced, and  the  jactitation  and  restlessness  diminished,  though  the  breath- 
ing continued  as  bad  as  ever.  The  child  lay  upon  the  pillow  with  the 
head  thrown  back,  and  was  several  times  supposed  to  be  dying,  from  the 
violence  of  the  paroxysms  of  dyspnosa.  The  doctor  left  late  in  the  even- 
ing, with  directions  to  continue  the  anodyne,  expecting  to  find  his  patient 
dead  in  the  morning.  On  the  morning  visit,  he  was  surprised  to  find  that 
the  paroxysms  of  extreme  difficulty  of  breathing,  had  been  less  frequent, 
and  that  the  child  had  slept  with  comparative  comfort,  though  the  respira- 
tion was  still  exceedingly  laborious.  It  was  found  that  a  discharge  of 
thick  yellow  mucus  had  begun  to  issue  from  the  nostrils  during  the  night, 
and  on  examining  the  throat,  it  was  evident  that  the  membrane  lining  the 
fauces  was  loosening.  The  bowels  had  also  been  freely  moved  with  co- 
pious yellow  dejections. 

"  This  state  of  things  afforded  encouragement  to  resume  the  use  of  the 
turpeth  mineral,  which  acted  promptly,  bringing  away  large  quantities  of 
thick,  yellow  mucus,  to  the  great  relief  of  the  infant,  who,  from  this  time, 
went  on  improving,  and  recovered  rapidly. 
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"  Dr.  P.  had  no  expectation  of  accomplishing  any  permanent  good  by  the 
use  of  the  anodyne  in  this  case,  believing  that  the  mechanical  obstruction 
of  the  trachea  and  bronchial  tubes  must  inevitably  destroy  life.  It  be- 
comes a  question,  however,  how  far  the  dyspncea  in  cases  of  membranous 
croup,  may  be  the  result  of  nervous  spasm,  as  well  as  of  a  mechanical  im- 
pediment to  the  passage  of  air  into  the  lungs.  It  is  evident  that  the  dysp- 
noea is,  to  a  certain  extent,  paroxysmal,  and  it  is  also  true,  that  in  many 
cases  where  death  has  occurred,  the  accumulation  of  membranous  deposit 
in  the  air  passages,  as  discovered  on  a  post-mortem  examination,  has  not 
been  sufficient  to  produce  strangulation  from  mere  mechanical  obstruction. 
By  keeping,  therefore,  the  system  under  the  influence  of  antispasmodics 
and  anodynes,  in  addition  to  remedies  calculated  to  arrest  the  inflamma- 
tion, may  we  not  gain  time,  and  enable  the  latter  to  have  their  full  effect  in 
arresting  the  disease,  and  in  producing  softening  of  the  membranous 
deposit  ? 

"  The  doctor  believed  that  in  the  management  of  this  intractable 
malady,  we  have  neglected  too  much  the  use  of  this  class  of  remedies. 
He  would  also  take  this  occasion  to  express  his  satisfaction  with  the  action 
of  turpeth  mineral  as  an  emetic  in  croup.  He  had  used  it  on  several  oc- 
casions, since  it  had  been  so  warmly  recommended  to  the  College  in  the 
communication  of  Dr.  Hubbard,  of  Maine,  and  had  been  highly  pleased 
with  it.  It  acts  promptly  and  powerfully,  without  leaving  behind  it  the 
depressing  effects  of  the  antimonials. 

"  The  emetic  may  be  repeated  at  short  intervals,  and  continued  as  in  this 
case,  for  many  hours,  without  the  risk  of  alarming  depression." 


Adulteration  of  Medicines. — It  was  both  presumed  and  contended  by 
the  advocates  of  the  late  law  of  Congress,  that  by  having  an  inspector  of 
medicines  at  the  various  custom  houses,  the  purest  medicines,  only,  would 
be  brought  into  this  country,  and  thus  life  would  be  sailer,  and  the  lia- 
bility to  injury  by  the  action  of  spurious  or  deteriorated  drugs,  would  be 
in  a  great  measure  prevented.  Under  the  operation  of  the  law,  there  is 
no  doubt  at  all  that  spurious  articles  may  be  kept  out  of  the  market ;  but 
a  new  class  of  unprincipled  knaves,  of  domestic  origin,  will  probably  soon 
exhibit  their  adroitness  in  re-fixing  pure  imported  drugs  and  medicines,  for 
second  and  third  sets  of  dealers ;  so  that  the  real  advantages  to  the  nation 
in  the  matter,  will  be  that  our  own  rogues,  instead  of  foreign  ones,  as  here- 
tofore, will  prepare  the  vile  mixtures  for  general  distribution.  Those 
kind-hearted  friends  of  humanity,  who  brought  about  the  measure,  had  in 
view  a  remedy  for  the  prolonged  and  aggravated  sufferings  of  the  sick, 
through  the  agency  of  deteriorated,  inert,  and  adulterated  medicines. 
The  motive  was  excellent,  and  meets  the  approval  of  all  upright,  con- 
scientious people.  Yet,  unless  some  further  measure  is  adopted,  we  may 
be  worse  off  in  the  end,  than  before,  by  means  of  home-bred  iniquity,  which 
may  soon  begin  to  show  itself,  in  Protean  forms,  through  the  whole  range 
of  the  materia  medica. 


Surgery  in  Boston.-^U  the  statistics  of  surgery  in  this  and  other  cities 
are  examined,  it  will  be  found  that  the  measure  of  success  in  Boston  is 
of  the  most  gratifying  character*    Cases  of  every  conceivable  character 
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occur  here;  and  when  it  is  recollected  that  the  railroads  terminating  in  thc 
metropolis  of  Massachusetts  favor  the  visits  of  patients  from  the  whole 
surrounding  country — in  fact  from  all  New  England,  the  Canadas  and 
other  British  provinces,  it  may  well  be  supposed  that  some  ver}^  intricate 
and  formidable  operations  are  performed.  But  the  reputation  of  Boston 
surgeons,  after  all,  conduces  to  the  concentration  of  this  business.  Very 
rarely,  indeed,  do  they  fail  of  success — and  perhaps  we  may  say  never, 
under  circumstances  where  life  can  be  saved  through  the  instrumentality 
of  the  art  chirurgical.  Our  city,  therefore,  presents  uncommon  advantages 
for  the  study  of  surgery.  It  should  be  a  subject  of  congratulation  to  the 
citizens  of  Boston,  that  in  the  most  trying  circumstances,  requiring  the 
profoundest  acquaintance  with  the  organic  machinery  of  the  human  body, 
there  are  operators  in  their  midst  who  are  amply  qualified  for  every  emer- 
gency. Amputating  limbs,  excising  superficial  tumors,  and  the  like,  are 
not  the  tests  of  surgical  ability  ;  but  opening  the  great  cavities,  securing 
deeply-located  vessels,  reducing  luxations,  saving  parts  under  the  aspect 
of  impending  danger,  &c.,  constitute  the  ne  phis  ultra  of  operative  surgery 
— and  it  is  in  such  extraordinary  contingencies,  that  the  surgeons  of  Bos- 
ton have  established  a  well-merited  renown. 


NaUrre  and  Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases. — Having  adverted,  in  a 
summary  manner,  to  this  beautifully-illustrated  quarto,  by  H.  Bostwick, 
M.D.,  of  New  York,  the  subject  is  resumed  for  the  purpose  of  adverting 
to  its  value,  as  a  system  of  practice. 

As  a  preliminary,  the  anatomy  of  the  procreative  organs  of  both  sexes, 
is  introduced,  in  the  fewest  words,  without  an  attempt  at  originality,  but  as 
a  necessary  preparation  for  a  treatise  on  the  peculiar  diseases  affecting 
their  functions.    Next,  a  discourse  follows  on  the  general  character  of 
venereal  maladies.    The  author  finds  himself  unable  to  explain  the  rea- 
son why  man  should  be  subject  to  syphilis,  and  none  of  the  lower  animals. 
They  cannot  be  inoculated  or  in  any  way  influenced  by  the  introduction 
of  the  venereal  poison  into  their  bodies  ;  and  Dr.  B.  wisely  makes  no  at- 
tempt to  moralize,  in  explanation  of  phenomena  which  laborious  researches 
have  never  explained,  and  no  study  promises  to  unfold.    The  whole  of 
the  third  chapter  is  well  drawn  up,  inasmuch  as  it  contains  a  synopsis  of 
the  best  authorities  extant.    Chap.  IV.,  on  primary  syphilis,  accompanied 
by  an  accurate  plate,  explanatory  of  primitive  ulcers,  beginning  with  pus- 
tules, must  receive  the  approbation  of  the  professional  reader.  Primary 
follicular  ulcer  and  virulent  bubo,  are  as  graphic  as  possible,  the  parts 
being  of  the  adult  dimensions.    The  plates  in  Acton's  Complete  Practical 
Treatise  on  venereal  diseases,  are  not  superior  to  these.    By  contrasting 
the  two  volumes,  both  the  matter  and  the  manner  of  giving  instruction,  in 
our  humble  estimation,  should  be  accorded  to  the  New  York  press.  Chap. 
XIV.,  on  the  management  of  gonorrhoea,  embraces  the  combined  expe- 
rience of  preceding  writers,  with  the  author's  own  views  and  observations, 
based,  it  is  fair  to  conclude,  upon  a  multitude  of  cases.    There  are  few 
medical  practitioners  who  could  concentrate  a  greater  amount  of  judicious 
instruction  in  regard  to  this  division  of  the  book.    In  the  next  chapter,  the 
various  medicines  resorted  to  in  the  treatment,  are  noticed,  and  the  medi- 
cinal value  of  each  discussed,  not  to  make  a  show  of  words,  but  to  guide 
the  practitioner. 
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Without  attempting  a  minute  comparison  of  this  venereal  guide,  with 
European  publications  on  the  same  family  of  diseases,  it  may  be  said 
fearlessly,  that  this  is  decidedly,  and  without  qualification,  equal  to  any  of 
them. 

In  New  York,  where  the  author  is  well  known,  many  medical  gentle- 
men will  affect  to  regard  Dr.  Bostwick's  labors  with  a  kind  of  contempt  ; 
but  that  cannot  prevent  the  work  from  being  spread  over  the  land,  as  the 
fact  can  neither  be  denied  nor  concealed  that  he  ,hns  produced  a  thorough, 
well-digested,  systematic  treatise,  which  far  stirpasses  anything  of  the 
kind,  on  this  branch  of  practice,  heretofore  altemi)ted  iii  this  country.  Af- 
ter making  this  declaration,  it  is  equally  true  that  faults,  of  a  minor  cha- 
racter, are  discoverable;  but  they  relate  more  to  the  language  than  to  the 
matter.  If  a  second  edition  is  called  for,  which  hardly  admits  of  a  doubt, 
by  carefully  revising  the  text,  a  multitude  of  expressions  and  phrases,  that 
a  careful  scholar  will  readily  notice,  might  be  altered  or  omitted.  How- 
ever, as  we  are  disposed  to  exhibit  the  best  side  out,  we  will  not  farther 
advert  to  them,  but  leave  them  for  the  present  in  the  hands  of  medical  edi- 
tors, who  are  requested,  if  this  book  does  not  meet  their  approbation,  to 
provide  us  with  a  better  one. 


Rock  Island  Medical  School. — Although  we  are  gratified,  as  all  well 
wishers  to  medical  science  must  be,  in  its  general  diftusion,  it  is  still  in- 
cumbent upon  us  to  express  a  regret  at  the  rapid  multiplication  of  m.edical 
schools.  A  prospectus  of  a  new  one  to  be  called  the  Rock  Island  Medical 
School,  to  be  opened  on  Monday,  November  first,  at  Rock  Island,  Illinois, 
is  circulating  over  the  land,  in  which  is  set  forth  the  peculiar  local  advan- 
tages of  that  central  place  for  a  great  depot  of  the  science.  Rock  Island, 
which  we  once  visited,  is  on  the  upper  Mississippi,  opposite  the  centre  of 
the  State  of  Iowa.  The  power  of  conferring  degrees  is  to  emanate  from 
Madison  College,  in  Wisconsin— yet  the  new  school  is  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, which  has  a  medical  college  at  Chicago,  and  perhaps  another  at  some 
other  section  of  the  Commonwealth.  While  honor  is  due  to  the  enter- 
prise of  the  gentlemen  who  organized  the  institution,  which,  like  some 
others  in  the  United  States,  is  apparently  to  be  an  instrument  for  extending 
individual  reputation,  the  real  friends  of  medicine  cannot  in  conscience  be 
gratified  with  the  plan. 


Washington  University,  Baltimore. — Having  abandoned  the  old  but  con- 
venient building,  on  account  of  its  distance  from  the  focus  of  business,  a 
new  edifice  will  soon  be  in  readiness  for  occupancy  by  this  flourishing 
school,  in  Lombard,  near  Hanover  sireet.  "  The  removal  of  the  lecture 
and  anatomical  rooms  to  the  new  building,  will  enable  the  Faculty  to  de- 
vote the  whole  of  the  fine  edifice  formerly  occupied  by  them,  to  hospital 
purposes.  The  Marine  Hospital,  the  General  Infirmary,  and  the  apart- 
ments for  resident  students,  will  continue  to  be  used  as  heretofore,  while  a 
suit  of  convenient  rooms  will  be  devoted  to  obstetric  cases."  Lectures 
commence  on  the  fourth  Monday  of  October,  and  continue  to  the  loth 
of  March. 
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Prof.  E.  H.  Bzrton,  of  New  OrUans. — The  public  papers  of  New  Or-' 
leans,  some  weeks  since,  iiiade  meniion  of  the  safe  return  to  that  city  of 
Dr.  Barton,  who  has,  for  various  causes,  been  absent  froiri  his  honae  most 
of  the  lime  for  several  years  past.  The  failingr  health  of  Mrs.  B.  (since 
dead)  compelled  him.  five  years  ago,  to  resign  all  the  appointments  which 
had  been  conferred  on  him  by  the  profession  and  the  public,  to  leave  his 
extensive  private  practice,  and  to  repair  to  the  West  Indies.  Other  south- 
ern residences,  we  believe,  were  also  resorted  to.  Last  year,  the  President 
of  the  United  Stales  urged  his  attendance  upon  the  army  then  in  Mexico, 
whither  he  repiired,  remaining  in  Vera  Cruz  till  after  the  subsidence  of  the 
vomito  there.  Me  ihen  visited  the  interior  of  Mexico,  and  we  are  informed, 
on  good  authority,  that  he  collected  materials  there,  which  will  prove  valu- 
able statistical  inlbrmation  respectino-  that  interesting  country.  These,  to- 
gether with  the  result  of  his  extensive  researches  respectinsf  the  nature  of 
yellow  fever,  will,  we  trust,  in  due  time,  be  given  to  the  profession.  We 
are  .sure  that  they  would  be  gladly  received — for  Dr.  B.  has  not  been  idle 
during  these  five  years  of  travel,  and  with  qualifications  and  opportunities 
such  as  his,  his  observations  cannot  be  otherwise  than  valuable. 


The  Salutary  Age7its  of  the  Sea-Coast. — In  a  communication  in  the 
London  Lancet,  by  Thomas  Hunt,  Esq.,  on  the  Etfects  of  Sea  Bathing 
and  Clitnate  on  the  Human  Constitution,  are  the  following  remarks,  more 
particularly  relative  to  the  air  of  sea-coasts  as  a  therapeutic  agent. 

"  The  sp.a  air  is  probably  the  most  important  of  these  salutary  agents. 
The  rapidity  with  which  a  patient  recovers  from  chronic  disease,  depends, 
coRteris  paribus,  upon  the  number  of  hours  per  diem  during  which  he 
breathes  the  pure  open  air.  If  two  hours  in  the  twenty-four  will  restore 
a  patient  in  four  months,  then  four  hours  in  the  same  period  will  restore 
the  same  patient  in  two  months,  and  eight  hours  in  one  month.  Eight 
hours,  on  an  average,  should  be  spent  in  the  open  air  daily,  in  order  that 
a  patient  may  have  the  full  benefit  of  the  sea  air;  and  this  is  no  extrava- 
gant proposition,  it  is  but  the  third  part  of  the  whole  time  spent  at  the  sea- 
side. And  yel,  how  many  patients,  taking  half  an  hour's  walk  every  fine 
day,  and  sitting  for  an  hour  or  two  with  their  chamber  windows  open  facing 
the  sea,  suppose,  in  all  simplicity,  that  they  are  trying  the  sea  air.  The 
great  secret  of  treating  disease  successfully  at  the  sea-side  (scrofula  espe- 
cially) consists  in  the  multiplication  of  contrivances  calculated  to  keep  the 
patient  out  of  doors  all  the  day  long.  And  this  is  the  most  difficult  point 
to  accomplish  that  can  well  be  imagined.  It  requires  stratagems  and 
schemes,  and  perseverance  and  vigilance,  all  of  which  are  frequently 
ineffectual.  Patients  will  submit  to  be  drugged,  and  dieted,  and  blistered, 
and  tortured  to  almost  any  extent,  but  cannot  be  persuaded  to  inhale  the 
balmy  air  of  heaven.  One  patient  is  weak,  and  cannot  walk;  another  is 
*  nervous,'  and  cannot  ride  ;  a  third  is  giddy-headed,  and  cannot  bear  a 
row  or  a  sail ;  a  fourth  has  a  fjiir  complexion  or  weak  eyes,  and  cannot 
endure  the  rays  of  the  sun  ;  a  fifth  has  weak  lungs,  and  is  afraid  of  the 
wind  ;  a  sixth  is  apprehensive  that  it  may  rain  ;  a  seventh  fancies  that  the 
wind  is  easterly  when  it  is  blowing  due  west;  and  the  rest  are  afraid  of 
the  cold  or  the  heat,  the  damp  or  the  dust.  The  health  of  patients  visiting 
the  coast  depends  more  upon  the  success  with  which  we  are  enabled  to 
combat  these  prepossessions  than  upon  the  most  skilful  use  of  the  materia 
medica.    It  is  not  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  medical  man  to  promote  and 
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encourag-e  amusemenis  in  the  open  air.  Such  a  locality  as  this,  for  in- 
stance (Herne  Bay),  presents  many  facilities  of  this  kind,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  a  pier,  stretching  in  a  straight  line  more  than  half  a 
mile  over  the  sea,  traversed  frequently  by  a  sailing  car,  with  accommoda- 
tions for  passengers  ;  a  green  slope  where  scores  of  children  may  roll  and 
romp  '  from  morn  to  dewy  eve  ;'  rustic  seats  for  invalids  who  like  to  watch 
their  gambols;  a  cricket-ground,  opportunities  for  the  practice  of  skittles, 
archery,  kite-flying,  botanizing,  geologizing,  pic-nicking,  hay-making,  nut- 
ting, blackberrying,  or  hop-gathering,  each  in  its  respective  season,  and  a 
good  supply  of  horses,  donkeys,  carriages,  &c.  Much  is  also  gained  for 
the  invalid  by  encouraging  broad-brimmed  straw  hats,  blue  veils  and  spec- 
tacles, high  dresses,  dishabille  habits,  early  hours,  and  everything  which  is 
rational,  natural,  and  M?z-fashionable  ;  the  sole  end  and  aim  of  all  being  to 
evacuate  the  lodgings  from  morning  till  sunset.  On  the  contrary,  rides  in 
close  carriages,  fashionable  promenades  at  eventide,  evening  soirees  and 
concerts,  midnight  dancing  in  hot,  crowded,  fetid  rooms,  theatrical  exhibi- 
tions— all  these,  the  usual  elements  of  fashionable  watering-places,  are 
great  hindrances  to  recovery.  Half  of  the  chronic  diseases  to  which  the 
English  population  is  exposed,  either  result  from,  or  are  aggravated  by, 
the  artificial  habits  of  civilized  life;  and  half  the  secret  of  their  cure  con- 
sists in  a  return  to  nature.  If  the  dissipated  mind  has  retained  in  the  midst 
of  its  distractions  any  portion  of  that  love  of  the  beauties  of  nature  which 
is  innate  in  all  of  us — for  '  the  young  mind  is  always  delighted  with  rural 
scenery  ' — it  is  impossible  to  calculate  the  amount  of  therapeutical  efficacy 
which  such  a  patient  may  find  in  the  simple  delights  of  the  country,  and 
the  exhaustless  variety  of  Nature's  rural  beauties  which  abound  in  the 
neighborhood,  not  of  Brighton  or  of  Ramsgate,  but  of  less-frequented  water- 
ing-places." 

Small  Feet  of  Chiiiese  Females. — Dr.  Parker,  the  great  American  sur- 
geon now  residing  at  Canton,  relates  the  following  case.  Luh  Akwang, 
an  interesting  little  girl  of  Honan,  7  years  of  age.  On  the  9th  February, 
agreeably  to  a  custom  that  has  prevailed  in  China  for  thousands  of  years, 
the  bandages  were  applied  "  a  la  mode,"  to  her  feet,  occasioning  her  exces- 
sive sufferings,  which,  after  the  lapse  of  a  fortnight,  became  insupportable, 
and  the  parents  were  reluctantly  compelled  to  remove  the  bandages,  when, 
as  the  father  represented,  the  toes  were  found  discolored.  Gangrene  had 
commenced,  and  when  she  was  brought  to  the  hospital,  on  the  8th  March, 
it  had  extended  to  the  whole  foot.  The  line  of  demarkation  formed  at  the 
ankles,  and  both  feet  were  perfectly  black,  shrivelled  and  dry,  and  nearly 
ready  to  drop  off  at  the  ankle  joint.  The  left  foot  separated  in  a  few  days 
after,  and,  within  about  ten  days,  the  right  also,  leaving  the  stumps  healthy, 
the  granulation  rapidly  covering  the  bone,  and  new  skin  forming  at  the 
edges.  The  friends  preferring  it,  notwithstanding  advice  to  the  contrary, 
they  were  furnished  with  the  necessary  dressing,  and  the  child  treated  at 
home,  being  brought  occasionally  to  the  hospital.  The  last  lime  she  was 
seen,  the  right  stump  had  nearly  healed  over,  the  other  was  less  advanced 
in  the  healing  process.  Since  the  occurrence  of  this  case,  I  have  heard, 
on  good  authority,  of  several  others  similar,  a  painful  comment  upon  the 
cruelty  of  this  custom  to  which  millions  in  China  have  been  subject  during 
many  centuries  past.  The  origin  of  this  practice  has  been  ascribed  to 
Tan  ke,  an  infamous  empress,  B.  C.  1100,  who  was  born  with  club  feet. 


203 


Medical  Miscellany. 


She  is  represented  as  having  great  influence  over  the  emperor,  whom  she- 
induced  to  issue  an  imperial  edict,  adopting  her  feet  as  the  model  of  beauty, 
and  requiring  the  compression  of  the  infant  female  feet  so  as  to  conform 
to  the  imperial  model.  This  account  is  necessarily  traditionary,  as  it  dates 
from  a  period  long  prior  to  the  universal  destruction  of  Chinese  books,  in 
the  Tsin  dynasty,  B.  C.  300.  Had  the  custom  been  introduced  200  years 
since  by  the  conquering  Tartars,  as  some  European  writers  have  stated,  it 
must  have  been  so  recorded  in  existing  history. 

Another  account,  furnished  by  an  intelligent  Chinese,  is  as  follows. 

The  compressing  of  the  feet  of  female  children,  tradition  says  commenced 
under  the  emperor  Yangte,  of  the  Suy  dynasty,  A.  D.  605,  who  ordered 
his  concubine,  Pwan,  to  bandage  her  feet,  and  in  the  sole  of  her  shoe  there 
was  placed  a  stamp  of  the  lotus  flower,  with  aromatics  deposited  within  it, 
so  that  at  each  step  she  took  there  was  left  upon  the  ground  the  print  of  the 
lotus  flower;  hence  the  saying  that  her  steps  produced  the  golden  lotus, 
and  to  the  present  day  men  compliment  little  girls  with  small  compressed 
feet,  by  designating  them  the  golden  lotus." 

The  fact  that  none  of  the  Chinese  classics  alluded  to  the  subject  is  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  the  practice  did  not  exist  so  early  as  the  days  of  Con- 
fucius. During  some  of  the  successive  dynasties,  the  practice  has  been 
partially  suspended  ;  under  the  Ming  dynasty,  they  were  comparatively 
few,  but  it  is  very  general  among  all,  except  the  Tartars,  in  the  present  reign. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Dr.  Thomas  Barbour,  of  St.  Louis,  has  reported  a 
case,  as  he  believes,  of  true  Asiatic  cholera,  which  terminated  fatally. — A 
Mr.  Goodwin,  of  New  Haven,  during  the  last  three  years  has  watched 
with  the  sick  eight  hundred  and  forty-two  nights!  Mr.  G.  is  a  sort  of  pro- 
fessional watcher. — The  cholera  continues  to  spread  in  various  parts  of 
Prussia.  In  Magdeburg,  eleven  new  cases  occurred  on  the  20th  July.  In 
Stettin,  numerous  persons  have  fallen  victims  to  the  disease,  which  is  on 
the  increase  in  Berlin;  and  which,  it  is  reported,  has  broken  out  in  Co- 
logne. In  St.  Petersburg  it  is  on  the  decrease,  but  it  has  made  its  appear- 
ance in  the  kingdom  of  Poland.  On  the  24th,  there  were  54  new  cases  in 
Riga,  making  altogether  6,256,  of  which  2,007  terminated  fatally.  The 
epidemic  has  broken  out  in  Siberia,  which,  on  former  occasions,  was  free 
from  the  scourge. — There  is  now  a  vacancy  in  the  third  Dispensary  Dis- 
trict of  this  city,  including  Wards  4,  5  and  6.  There  is  a  greater  propor- 
tion of  Americans  on  the  dispensary  in  this  district  than  in  any  other  in  the 
city.    A  division  of  the  district  is  contemplated. 


To  CoRRESPONBKNTS. — A  Continuation  of  Prof.  Paine's  Contributions  in  Physiology,  and  Dr. 
Jarvi.s's  Case  of  Dislocation  of  the  Shoulder,  have  been  received. — Dr.  H.  J.  Bigeiow  performed  an 
important  surgical  operation  at  the  Mass.  General  Hospital  on  Saturday  last,  the  particulars  of 
which  will  be  given  hereafter. 

Readers  will  perceive  that  the  Supplement  of  the  Journal,  this  week,  comprises  part  of  the 
reading  matter,  instead  of  advertisements. 

Married.— Peter  Beardslee,  M.D.,  of  Wolcotvillc,  Conn.,  to  Miss  M.  M.  Scovill.— In  East- 
port,  Dr.  William  R.  Hunter,  of  Pembroke,  Maine,  to  Miss  Susan  S.  Dyer,  of  Boston,  Mass. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Sept.  30,  63 — Males,  32 — females,  31. — 
Of  consumption,  7 — disease  of  the  bowels,  8 — dysentery,  9 — cholera  infantum,  5 — typhus 
fever,  3 — slow  fever,  2 — infantile,  9 — teething,  1 — marasmus,  2 — drowned,  1 — child-bed,  1 — 
palsy,  1 — disease  of  the  hip,  1 — bronchitis,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — disease  of  the  brain,  1-— 
unknown,  1 — canker,  2 — paralysis,  1 — croup,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — accidental,  1 — debility,  1, 
Under  5  years,  3G — between  5  and  20  years,  4— between  20  and  40  years,,  ICi—belween  40 
and  60  years,  3 — over  60  years,  4. 
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JEFFERSON  MEDICAL  COLLEGE.— Session  of  1848-9. 
The  regular  Course  of  Lectures  will  commence  on  Monday,  the  16th  of  October,  and  continue  until 
the  lir.st  day  ol  March. 

RoBLEY  DuNGLisoN,  M.D.,  Prof.  of  Institutes  of  Medicine,  «fec. 

Robert  M.  Huston,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Materia  Medica  and  General  Therapeutics. 

•losEPH  Pancoast,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  General,  Descrijjiive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 

John  K.  Mitchell,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Pr/ictice  of  Medicine. 

Thomas  D.  Mutter,  M.U.,  Prof,  of  lusiitules  and  Practice  of  Siirg^ery. 

Chaules  D.  Meigs,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Ohsletrics  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children. 

Franklin  Bache,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  Chemistry. 

Ellerslie  Wallace,  M.  D.,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy. 
Every  Wednesday  and  Saturday  in  the  month  of  October,  and  during  the  Course,  Medical  and 
Surgical  cases  are  investigated,  prescribed  for,  and  lectured  on  before  the  class.  During  the  past 
year  more  than  thirteen  hundred  ca»es  were  treated,  and  nearly  two  hundred  Surgical  operations 
performed,  in  the  presence  of  the  Class,  including  many  of  tlie  major  operations,  as  liihotoniy,  ampu- 
tations, &c.  The  Lectures  are  so  arranged  as  to  permit  the  student  to  attend  the  Medical  and  Surgi- 
cal practice  and  Lectures  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.  After  the  1st  of  October,  the  dissecting 
rooms  of  the  College  will  be  open,  under  the  direction  of  the  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  the  De- 
monstrator. 

Fees. — Matriculation,  which  is  paid  only  once,  $5.  Each  Professor,  fifteen  dollars,  total  $105. 
Graduation,  $30. 

The  number  of  Sttidents  during  the  last  Sesi?ion  was  480 ;  and  of  Graduates,  178. 

R.  M.  m)STON,M.i).,  Dean  of  the  Faculty, 
Philadelphia,  July,  1848.  Jy  19— tOct.lO  No.  1  Girard  st. 


PHILBRICK  &  TRAFTON, 
Keep  constantly  on  hand  and  offer  to  the  Profession  the  following  Drugs  and  Chemicals  : — Superior 
Eng.  Extracts  of  Conii,  Hyosclami,  Belladonna?,  Taraxici,  Valeriana?;  Sarsap.,  do.  Comp.,  Colch. 
Rad.  Acet.,  Colocynth  Comp.,  Aconite,  Siramonii,  all  manufactured  in  vacuo  and  warranted  of  olii- 
cinal  strength.  Colchicum  and  all  its  preparations — viz..  Root,  Seed,  Tincture,  Wine  and  Vinegar. 
Root  and  Leaves  of  Aconite,  Eng. ;  Sat.  Tinct.  Rad.  Aconite,  for  external  use  ;  Essential  Oils  Er- 
got, Valerian,  Copaiba  Cubebs,  Varilla,  Origanum,  Camphor.  Eng.  powdered  articles  of  the  finest 
quality  — viz..  True  Turkey  Rhei,  true  Socotrine  Aloes,  Digitalis,  Squills,  Valerian,  Ii)ecac,  Jalap, 
Gamboge,  Colocynth,  Opium,  Myrrh,  Jamaica  Ginger  ;  Pure  Creosote;  Eng.  Leaves  of  Digitalis, 
Hyosciamus  and  Belladonna;  Root  of  Turkey  Rh-ubarb,  Pareira  Brava;  Para  Sarsaparilla,  true; 
Vallet's  Pills  and  Mass ;  Blue  Pill  Opt. ;  Phosphate  Ammonia  ;  Liquor  Ammonia  concent.;  Nitrate 
Silver  in  crystals;  Tart.  Antim.,  Eng.  and  French,  in  crystals;  Calomel,  Eng.  Hydrosnblimed  ; 
Pure  Croton'Oil  ;  Eng.  Veratria  ;  Granville's  Counter-irritant  Lotion  ;  Pure  Cod  Liver  Oil,  (our  own 
preparation);  Pure  Sulphuric  Ether  ;  Chloroform  ;  Spts,  Lavender,  comp.  superior  ;  Syrup  lod  Iron; 
Syr.  lod.  and  Chloride  Iron  (our  own);  Q,ueensville's  Metallic  Iron;  Diarseiiiate  Quinine;  Iodide 
Quinine;  Valerianates  of  Zinc,  Quinine  and  Iron  ;  Glycerin  ;  Syrup  Rhamin.  Comp.  Trallon's  (our 
own  manufacture)^;  Succinic  Acid  ;  Ext.  Canabis  Indica  ;  Tinct.  of  do.  ;  lod.  Hydrarg.  Poiassa;  Mu- 
riate of  Opium,  a  new  preparation,  not  possessing  the  objectionable  qualities  of  the  gum  ;  Syr.  Pru- 
ni.  Virginianae  ;  Do.  Comp.;  Sat.  Tinct.  Conium  (Scudamore'.->) ;  Cucumber  Ointment;  Matico; 
Tnrragona  Wine,  used  in  Canker,  Diarrhoea,  &c.  ;  Salts  Wormwood  ;  Digitaline;  Salacine  ;  Aconi- 
tine;  Collodion,  or  Liquid  Adhesive  Plaster;  Tinct.  Wild  Strawberry,  Comp.  (used  extensively  in 
Dysentery);  Donnovan's  Solution,  &c.  <fec.  All  new  Chemicals  added  to  our  list  as  soon  as  they 
.ippear.  We  keep  also,  Swedish  Leeches  ;  Glass  Ware;  Instruments;  Pure  Spirits  and  Wines,  of 
every  kind,  and  sold  for  medicinal  purposes  only.  W^e  intend  to  make  our  stock  as  complete  as 
possible,  and  every  article  warranted  to  be  of  the  quality  sold  for.  Orders  invariably  filled  with  the 
best  quality,  unless  an  inferior  quality  is  specified.  Any  thing  not  proving  satisfactory  in  quality  or 
price,  can  be  returned  at  our  expense.  June  21 


J.  C,  NEILSOW,  M.D., 
SURGEON  DENTIST.   Ofiice  with  Dr.  J.  F.  Flaqg,  31  Winter  street, 
Apr.  12— eply  BOSTON. 


BENEFITS  IN  SICKNESS. 
The  Massachusetts  Health  Insurance  Co.,  established  in  Boston,  will  contract  to  insure  males 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  6.5— allowances  of  $4,  .$6  or  s*8  per  week  durinir  sickness  for  any  term 
from  one  to  five  years.    Premiums  payable  annually.    Office  in  Musenn)  Biiiiniiig,  Tremont  street, 
A.  h.finyisoK,  Secretary.  THOMAS  TARBELL,  President 

Dr.  G.  H.  Lyman,  Consulting  Physician.  S29— tf 


IMPROVED  UTERO-ABDOMINAL  SUPPORTERS. 
The  subscriber  would  inform  medical  gentlemen  that  he  continues  to  maiiulacture  his  improved 
"Chapin's  Abdominal  Supporters,"  and  they  can  be  fiirnished  with  this  insirnnient  (which  has  been 
found  so  useful  in  cases  of  procidentia  and  prolapsus  uteri,  abdominal  and  dorsal  weaknesses,  as  well 
as  in  cases  of  prolapsus  ani,  &c.),  viz.  from  $2, .50  to  $6,00,  according  to  quality.  Perineum  straps, 
necessary  in  some  cases  (extra),  at  50  cts.  to  75  cents.  The  measure  of  the  patients  lo  be  taken 
around  the  pelvis  in  inches. 

Reference  may  be  had  to  the  following  physicians  in  Boston,  among  others,  who  have  had  practical 
knowledge  ol  its  utility  :  —  Drs.  John  C.  Warren,  J.  Randall,  W.  Chaiiiiing,  Geo.  Haywnrd,  J.  Ware, 
E.  Reynolds,  Jr.,  I.  Jeffries,  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  W.  Lewis,  Jr.,  J.  Homans,  J.  Mason  Warren,  «fec. 

The  Supporter,  with  printed  instructions  for  ap|»lying  the  same,  will  be  furnished  and  exchanged 
until  suitably  fitted,  by  application  personally,  or  by  letter,  (post-paid)  to         A.  F.  BARTLETT, 

No.  221  Washington  st.,  Boston,  op.  Med.  Journ.  Office. 

The  above  may  also  be  obtained  of  Messrs.  James  Green  &  Co.,  Worcester;  G.  H.  Caileion  & 
James  C.  Ayer,  Lowell ;  William  P.  S.  Caldwell,  New  Bedford  ;  Bagg  &  Co.,  Cabntville  ;  in  Maine, 
Joshua  Durgiii  &  Co.,  Portland,  G.  W.  Ladd  and  Aaron  Young  »fe  Co.,  Bangor,  Ehen  Fuller,  Augusta, 
Wm.  Dyer,  Waterville;  J.  Balch,  Jr., Providence,  R.  I. ;  Andrew  Truax,  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 
Jan,  1 — lam, 
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MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 
The  annual  course  of  F.ectures  will  commence  on  the  last  Monday  of  October,  and  will  be  continued 
nntil  the  last  day  of  February  ibllovving. 

FACULTY  OF  MEDICINE. 

Valentine  Mott,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  IMinciples,  I'ractice  and  Operations  of  Surorery. 
Gr\nvii,le  Sharp  Pattison,  M  . !).,  Prolessor  n|  General,  Descriptive  and  Surgical  Anatomy. 
SiMUiiL  HsNRY  Dickson,  M.t).,  Profc-sor  of  the  Tiieory  and  Praciice  of  Medicine. 
MvRrvN  Paine,  M.D.,  Professor  of  ihe  Iiisiiiiiies  of  Medicine  and  Materia  IMedi<  a. 
Gunning  S.  liEDFORn,  M.I).,  Professor  of  iMidwifery  and  the  Diseases  ol  Women  and  Children. 
John  William  Drapkr,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 

The  fees  lor  a  full  course  of  Lectures  amount  to  SIO-^.  Students  can  attend  one  or  more  of  the 
cour.-es,  as  they  may  he  disposed,  and  i»ay  (uiiy  for  the  Lectures  lor  which  they  enter.  The  fee  for 
the  l)ii>U)ma  is  $.30.  The  iMairiculation  fee,  $.5.  The  fee  for  admission  to  the  Dissectinii  Rooms  and 
Demonsiraiions  is  $.5.  Graduates  of  Medicine  at  this  Institntion,  and  all  who  have  attended  two  fuH 
courses  of  Lectures  at  the  same,  are  alterwards  admitted  gratulitously.  Alt  other  Grndiiales,  ol 
three  years  practice,  are  received  gratuitously,  with  the  e.vcefition  of  the  Matriculation  fee.  Ten 
students  are  received  as  beneficiaries,  on  payment  of  $20,  towards  the  expenses  oi  the  Institution, 
and  the  Matriculation  lee.  They  will  make  ai»plicaiion  to  the  Secretary.  Board  at  $2.50  to  $3.  50 
a  week. 

The  Faculty  have  not  thought  it  e.vpedient  to  e.\tend  the  period  of  the  regular  Winter  session,  nor 
to  abridge  Ihe  lull  numb«^i'of  their  daily  lectures.  They  do  not  think  that  such  an  extension  of  ihe 
term,  or  such  diminution  of  the  number  of  Lectures,  will  be  advantageous  to  students  or  to  the  pub- 
lic, and  for  reasons  set  Ibrih  in  their  late  annual  announcement. 

But  there  is  a  way  in  which  a  real  improvement  can  be  elTecied.  It  is  the  plan  which  has  been  for 
years  adopted  by  this  Faculty  •,  to  leave  the  long  established  winter  course,  with  its  six  daily  lectures, 
untouched,  and  give,  m  addition,  a  series  of  lectures  in  the  month  of  October  without  charge.  To 
the  advantages  of  this  plan  the  attention  of  physicians  is  asked.  Commencing  with  the  first  Monday 
in  October,  and  continuing  until  Ihe  introductories  of  the  winter  course,  lectures  are  given  each  day 
in  this  Institution.  No  charge  is  made,  and  students,  whether  they  are  matriculants  or  not,  are  at 
liberty  to  attend.  This  course  is  wholly  separate  from  the  winter  course,  which  is  complete  in  itself. 
The  dissecting  rooms  are  open,  and  an  opportunity  afforded  of  commencing  that  important  branch  of 
duty.  The  surgical  dinique  is  in  operat  ion  each  Saturday;  the  obstetric  clinique  conimences  to 
furnish  its  cases.  Advantage  may  also  be  taken  of  an  attendance  on  the  various  gratuitous  institu- 
tions in  the  city,  such  as  the  Dispensaries,  Eye  and  Ear  Jnlirniary,  &c. 

Gentlemen  desirous  of  information  with  regard  to  the  School,  will  please  to  address  their  letters  to 
Prof.  Draper,  Secretary  ol  the  Faculty,  364  Fourth  St.  Sept  6— eptOctJS 


J.  P.  MAYNARD'S  LIQUID  ADHESIVE  PLASTER,  OR  COTTCN  SOLUTION. 
A  NEW  and  elegant  substitute  for  Plaster  Cloth,  Sutures,  Bandages,  &c.,  in  surgical  operations.    It  is 
also  much  preferable  to  Court  Plaster  and  Gold  Beater's  Skin,  being  nearly  the  color  of  the  skin,  adhe- 
ring more  closely  to  it,  and  continuing  pliable  and  unaftected  by  washing. 

This  article,  originally  applied  to  Surgery  by  J.  P.  Maynard,  has  been  found  by  all  Surgeons  who 
have  tested  it,  far  superior  and  more  convenient  than  any  former  means  of  dressing  Incised  Wounds. 
For  Burns,  Sore  Nipples,  and  all  excoriated  surfaces,  it  has  proved  extremely  ellicacious.  It  is  not 
acted  upon  by  water,  and  adheres  with  almost  incredible  tenacity  to  the  skin,  keeping  the  edges  of  the 
wound  closely  together,  and  causing  it  to  heal  with  hardly  a  perceptible  scar. 

Prepared  after  the  formula  of  J.  P.  Maynard,  by  MAYNARD  «fc  NOYES,  and  for  sale  by  them  at 
No.  11  Merchant's  Row.  apr.  26— eptf 


JOSEPH  BURNETT, 
Apothecary  (Successor  to  T.  Metcalf),  No.  33  Tremont  Row, 
Offers  to  Surgeons  and  Dentists,  the  best  selected  assortment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  in  the  city , 
cxmsisting  in  part  a{'  Amputating,  Trepanning,  Obstetrical,  Dissecting,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eye,  and 
Cooper's  Cases;  Scariticators,  ("athelers,  Bougies,  Stom.nch  Pumps,  Injecting  do.,  Spring  and  Thumb 
Lancets,  Disseci  in?  and  Dressing  Scissors,  Trocars,  Needles,  Bistouries ;  Dressing.  Dissecting,  Poly- 
pus and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonsil  Instruments,  &c.  «fec.,  of  American,  English  and  French  manufacture. 

Extracting  Forceps,  of  (Jhevalier's  manufacture  from  Dr.  Flagg's  patterns,  in  sets  of  12,  or  singly, 
of  superior  form  and  finish;  Excavators,  Burrs,  Pluggers,  Drills,  Files;  Cutting,  Splitting  and  Punch- 
ing Forceps;  Gold  and  Platina  Plate  and  Wire,  common  and  fine  Solder,  Spiral  Springs,  Gold  and  Tin 
Foil,  Mineral  Teeth,  in  great  variety,  (much  the  largest  assortment  lo  be  fouml  in  New  England), 
Grindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  departments  ol  Dentistry. 

Instruments  sharpened  and  repaired  at  short  notice. 

33*  A.1I  orders  from  the  country  shall  receive  careful  and  prompt  attention. 
Feb.  10.  — tf 


CONCENTRATED  CHLORIC  ETHER. 
Wm.  B.  Little  &  Co.,  Chemists.  104  Hanover  St.,  have  for  sale  Concentrated  Chloric  Ether,  of  the 
name  strength  and  quality  as  lhat  distilled  by  them  for  the  Massachuseils  General  Hospital,  and 
which  is  recommended  by  Dr.  .lohn  C.  Warren,  and  other  eminent  surgeons,  as  being  preferable  to 
chloroform  for  anaesthetic  purposes.    Also,  as  above. 

PURE  CHLOROFORM, 
in  any  quantitv,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  at  the  lowest  market  prices.  June  7— tf 


ETH3REAL'  SOLUTION  OF  G-UN  COTTON, 
For  Dressing  Wounds,  Excoriated  Surlaces,  &c.  &c.    Sold  at  wi'olesale  and  retail,  by  WILLIAM 
B.  LITTLE  &,  CO.,  Druggists,  104  Hanover  street.  mh  22 


DR.  JARVIS'S  ADJUSTi^R. 
This  newly-invented  instrument  for  reducing  fractures  and  dislocations — Also,  single  and  double 
pad  Glas«!  Trusses,  Reinhardt's  manufacture,  and  Dr.  Cutler's  Abdominal  Supporters,  for  sale  by 
N.HUNT,  Surgical  Instrument  manufacturer  128  Washington  street.  Sept. 30 — tl 
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MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  Medical  Lectures  of  Ihirvard  Uiiiversily  will  coiiuiieiice  on  tlie  liist  Wednesday  in  Noveinber, 
al  the  Medical  College  in  Grove  rsireel,  Boston,  and  continue  four  nioiiilis. 

Ol)stetrics  and  iMedical  J urisprudenre,  l>y        -      -      .      Walter  Channing,  M.D. 

Materia  Medica  and  Clinical  Medicine,  l)y    ...      -  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D. 

Surjrery,  by  Geokgic  11  ayvvard,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  by        .      ........  John  W.  Websteu,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by       -       -       -       -       John  Ware,  M.U. 

Palliological  Anaioniy,  by      -       -  John  B.  S.  J ackson,  M.D. 

Anatomy  aud  Physiology,  by  Oliver  W.  Holimes,  M.U. 

The  fees  for  the  whole  Course  are  colleciively,  $80.  Matriculation,  $3.  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5. 
Graduation,  .$20.    Adinis.siou  to  the  ^i(l^l)it•ll  and  use  of  the  Librar>  are  ijrai iiiiinis. 

The  new  Medical  College  in  Grove  sireel  is  of  ample  diifKMisions,  and  contains,  besides  its  Lecture 
Rooms,  a  very  extensive  museum  of  Healthy  and  Pathological  Prejjai ations,  and  a  complete  Chemi- 
cal Laboratory. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Ilofipitfil  is  now  one  of  the  largest,  best  endowed  and  best  arranged 
institutions  in  the  United  Stales.  Four  of  ilie  Professois  in  the  University  are  also  Physicians  or 
Siirgeiuis  of  the  Hospital,  so  that  regular  clinical  instruction  is  given,  and  all  the  surgical  operations 
are  open  to  (he  Medical  Students  during  the  Lecti;res  and  throughout  the  vear. 

July  26,  1818.  Aug2— eptL  OLIVER  W.  HOLxMES,  £>e</n. 


DR.  SKINiMER'3  CLARIFIED  COD-LIVER  OIL. 
The  purest  article  of  Cod-Liver  Oil  is  put  up  by  Dr.  Skinner,  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill,  (up 
stairs),  and  offered  to  ihe prof ession,  to  druggists  and  to  the  public  gcneiall} .  Price,  S7  J-2  ccnisfor 
small  bottles;  75  cents  lor  Ixrge  do.  A  printed  pamphlet  oi' medical  authorities,  certificates,  diiec- 
tions  for  using  the  oil,  &c.,  accompanies  each  bottle.  Tke  prolessioii  and  drul!^ii^ls  supplied  at  the 
usual  discount.  II.  B.  SKliNNER,  M.I). 

May  31— tf  O^ce,  60  1-2  Cornhili  (up  stairs). 


TO  PHYSICIANS. 

The  Subscriber  would  most  respectfully  inlorrn  the  Ph\  sicians  of  Boston  ihal  he  has  removed  his 
store  to  the  Corner  of  Tremont  and  Elliot  Streets,  where  he  will  be  much  l>lea^cd  to  see  any 
of  the  Faculty  who  will  honor  his  establishment  with  a  visit.  V»'iih  an  experience  ol  twelve  )  ears 
in  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines,  he  hopes  by  constant  attention  t(!  business  to  merit  a 
share  of  patronage,  assuring  them  that  their  favors  shall  be  iit  ejiared  with  lidelit) ,  ol  the  purest 
materials,  and  by  himselj  personally.  He  will  be  constantly  supplied  with  all  Ihe  new  ]!rei)ara- 
tions  as  soon  as  they  are  out.  J.  GEORGE  WHITWELL,  Apothecary, 

Nov.  10. — eply  Corner  Tremont  and  Elliot  Streets,  Boston. 


TO  PHYSICIANS. 

The  stibscribers  are  constantly  supplied  -wWh  a.  ^e\ec\\(n\  of  pure  medicin es  for  prescriptions  and 
the  use  of  families,  which  they  will  dispense  with  accuracy  to  all  v  ho  may  favor  them  with  their 
patronage.  Just  received,  a  lot  of  pure  Extract  Tara.vaci,  [irepared  by  a  new  and  peculiar  process. 
Also  a  small  lot  of  Ext,  Buchu,  and  Pareira  Brava,  and  all  other  articles  in  common  use,  fresh  from 
the  manufacturer. 

QZrA-  constant  supply  of  Pure  Chloroform  and  Sulphuric  Ether,  for  sale  as  above. 

WHITE  <fc  FERGUSOiM.  Successors  to  Charles  White, 
Dec.  15— lyr.  348  Washinglon  si.,  cor.  Hayward  pi.  Boston. 


D.   MOWE'S   COUGH  BALSAM. 

The  substances  of  which  it  is  composed,  are  those  known  to  be  most  relied  on  for  the  relief  of  pul- 
monary diseases,  viz:  —  Morphine,  Sanguinarine,  Emetine,  Tart.  0\.  Aiitim.  et  Pot.,  Saccharum, 
Spt.  et  Aqua,  combined  so  as  perfectly  to  resist  the  action  of  time,  and  affording  to  physicians  and 
families  an  inestimable  compound,  without  Prussic  Acid. 

Prepared  by  Daniel  Mowe,  of  Lowell,  Mass.    Sold  by  himself  in  Lowell,  and  by  Brewers,  Stevens 
&  dishing,  at  90  <fe  92  Washington  St.  Boston,  Mass.,  and  by  many  druggists  in  the  United  States. 
July  26.  eoptf. 


New  England  Agent  for  Brailhwaite'i 
Medico-Chirurgical  Review. 


RECEIVED,  and  the  Numbers  forwarded  with 
promptness  and  precision  to  any  pari  of  the  coun- 
try, to  all  American,  and  the  princij)al  English 
Medical  and  other  periodical  [)ublicaiions,  by  T. 
WiLEV,  Jr.,  20  Slate  street,  late  Jordan  &  Wiley, 
Retrospect,  the  London  Lancet,  and  the  British  and  Foreign 
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REMOVAL  OF  THE  NEW-ENGLAND  TRUSS  MANUFACTORY,  BOSTON,  MS. 
The  subscriber  has  removed  his  place  of  business  to  No.  467  Washington  Street,  up  beyond  the  Boyl- 
ston  Market,  4  doors  from  Lagrange  Place,  on  the  same  side  of  the  street  of  the  two  above  named 
places,  and  his  residence  being  at  the  same  place,  he  can  be  seen  alone  the  whole  of  the  time,  day  or 
evening. 

His  wife,  Mrs.  Caroline  D.  Foster,  at  the  same  house,  for  Ladies. 

Strangers  in  the  city  will  please  take  notice  the  odd  numbers  and  even  numbers  are  on  opposite  sides 
of  the  street,  it  being  418  opposite  the  subscriber's  residence,  467,  where  he  will  keep  a  full  supply  of 
Ready-Made  Trusses,  for  Gentlemen  and  Ladies,  Youths  and  Infants.  Abdominal  Supporters,  of  five 
or  six  different  kinds,  such  as  Hull's,  Chapin's,  Spinal,  Cutter's,  Fitch's,  Ingalls's,  &c.  &c. 

Ladies  waited  upon  by  Mrs.  Caroline  D.  Foster,  at  the  above  place. 

The  subscriber  has  a  Shop  No.  8  Winter  Street  (up  stairs),  where  he  has  work  Manufactured  and 
Repaired,  by  Wm.  H,  Le.\ch.  Aug.  23— tf.  JAMES  F.  FOSTER. 
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PHILADELPHIA  COLLEGE  OF  MEDICINE, 
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TnK  regular  Winter  Course  of  instrnction  will  be  connneiiced  on  Wednesday,  November  1st,  1848, 
and  be  continued  for  four  months.    A  preliminary  series  of  Lectures,  including  the  consideriitiou  of 
some  of  the  most  important  topics  in  Medicine,  will  be  given  during  the  month  of  October,  commenc- 
ing on  Monday,  Oct.  2d,  by  the  following  faculty 

An  Unmv-  (  .IaMES  McClINTOCK,  M.D. 

^' ^  S.  R.  McCmntock,  M.D.,  Adj.  Prof, 

Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,     .      _      .       .Ikssk  II.  Burde.m,  M.D. 

liistitutes  of  Medicine  and  Medical  Jurisprudence,    IIenhy  Gibbons,  M.D. 

Midwifery  and  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,     Chaiu.ks  A.  Savouy,  M.D. 

Chemistry,  A.  L.  Kennedy,  M.D. 

Surgery,      -      -      -  Jamks  McClintock,  M.D. 

Comparative  Anatomy,  M.  W.  Dickerson,  M.  D. 

Theory  and  Practice,  (  This  chair  to  be  filled  in  a  few  days.) 

Prosector  of  Smgery,     ------    Richauu  liuuii,  M.D. 

Fee  for  the  full  Course,  $84.  Matriculation  fee,  only  once  paid,  $5.  Graduation,  #30.  Fee  for 
those  wlio  iiave  attended  two  full 'Courses  in  other  Colleges,  $45.  Dissecting  ticket  (optional),  $10. 
Perpetual  ticket,  .'jjjiDO. 

The  fee  for  the  respective  tickets  may  be  paid  to  each  member  of  Faculty,  or  the  whole  amount 
may  be  paid  to  the  Dean,  who  will  issue  a  certilicatc  which  will  entitle  the  Student  to  the  ticket  of 
each  Profes.sor. 

To  increase  the  means  of  accjuiring  a  practi(-al  knowledge  of  the  profession,  full  Course  candidates 
for  graduation  will  be  furnished  with  tlie  Hospital  ticket  vvitliout  charge  ;  in  achlition  to  which,  Clinical 
instruction  will  be  given  at  the  College  from  one  to  two  o'clock  on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays. 

The  Fall  Course  of  dissections  will  be  commenced  on  tlie  25th  of  September,  and  continued  until  the 
31st  of  October,  1848 — Fee,  $5.  The  Winter  Course  will  begin  on  the  1st  of  November,  and  continue 
four  montlis— Fee,  ^10.  Those  who  take  the  Winter  ticket  will  be  furnished  with  that  for  the  Fall 
Comsc  i'l  vr  of  c  \  ppiisc. 

Ill  a  (inv        s  !l;c  <'ircnlar  will  be  published,  and  maybe  obtained  of  the  .Janitor  of  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  or  at  tlie  CoHege.   For  further  information  inquire  of  JAS.  McCLINTOCK,  M.D.,  JJea?i, 
No.  1  N.  Eleventh  St.,  east  side,  first  house  North  of  Market  Street. 
Philadelphin,  Sept.  4,  1848.  Sept.  13— 4t 


MONS.  JEAN  LEDOYEN'S  DISINFECTING  FLUID. 
MoNs.  Ledoven,  a  French  chemist  of  di.st incl ion,  after  much  research  and  a  series  of  experiment.s 
has  the  honor  of  discovering  a  disinfeci iii"  agent  of  unequalled  power  and  qualities.    The  under- 
signed would  call  the  attention  of  medical  and  chemical  men  to  this  agent,  and  furnish  them  with  it 
for  experiments  willuuit  charge. 

In  the  sick  cliainber  this  fluid  is  in vajuiible.  It  will  destroy  the  putrescent  effluvia  arising  from 
the  excretions  of  tlie  bowels.  By  putting  a  quantity  of  the  fluid  in  a  stool  before  using  it,  wiiatever 
passes  the  bowels  will  he  decomposed  in  coiiiin:^  in  contact  with  it,  preventing  the  diffusion  of  the 
offensive  erilnvia.  Particularly  is  it  useful  in  malignant  fevers  or  smallpox,  purifying  the  air,  bene- 
fiting the  patient,  and  removing  the  danger  of  infection.  Bodies,  alter  decease,  may  be  kept  weeks, 
if  necessary,  by  its  use,  wiihoui  becoming  in  the  slightest  decree  offensive. 

It  is  superior  to  chloride  of  lime  or  of  soda,  as  the  gases  arising  from  these  are  very  offensive,  and 
sometimes  injurious,  while  this  preparation  will  destroy  offensive  smells  without  leaving  any  of  its 
own. 

The  contents  of  the  bottles  are  prepared  for  sick  rooms  and  local  applications,  such  as  erysipelas, 
fever  sores,  ulcers,  burns,  scalds,  chilblains,  &c.    Price  50  cents. 

For  sale  by  the  gallon  also,  for  di.^infeciing  piirjioses  wh(dly,  such  as  water  closets,  privies,  cess 
pools,  steerage  of  ships,  &c.  By  an  application  of  this  fluid,  merely  sprinkling  the  sides  and  surface 
of  vaults,  all  unpleasfiiu  effluvia  is  at  once  destroyed.  The  virtues  of  this  preparation  are  not  im- 
paired by  age  or  exposure,  and  it  will  keep  in  any  climate. 

For  further  particulars,  we  refer  to  our  pamphlets  which  mav  be  obtained  of  us  or  our  asenfs. 

POULIN,  ROGERS  &  KEENEY, 
39  Merchants  Exchange.,  New  York. 

T.  R.  Hawley,  Agent,  No.  97  Washington  St..  Boston.  June  7— eoptf 


LESSONS  IN  AUSCULTATION. 
Dr.  BowDiTCH  propo.ses  to  have  two  cla.sses  of  private  pupils  in  AuscuMation,  durjng  the  ensuing 
six  months,  the  period  of  his  service  at  the  Mass.  General  Hospital.  If  any  wish  to  enter  the  class 
during  the  first  three  nuuiths,  they  will  iilea.se  procure  tickets  at  Mr.  Burnett's  Apothecary  Shop,  or 
between  one  anil  two  P.M.,  any  dav,  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Bowdltch,  8  Otis  Place.  In  addition  to 
clinical  instruction  at  the  Hospital,  Dr.  B.  will  visit  two  other  large  public  Institutions,  and  will 
have  recitations,  &c.,  at  his  own  house.  Sep.  6— ep2weoji2w 

Aug.  30,  1848. 


OBSTETRICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
Of  the  latest  and  most  approved  patterns,  in  cases,  or  singl).    The  cases  include  Forcp;?3,  Vectes, 
Perforating  Scis.tors,  Blunt  Hook  and  Crotchet,  Bedford^s  Guard,  Placenta  Forceps,  &c. 

Also,  a  full  assortment  of  Amputating,  Trephining,  Autopsy,  Dissecting.  Dressing,  Eije.  Tonsil, 
and  all  other  Instruments  used  by  Surgeons.  For  sale  on  favorable  terms  by    JOSEl'H  BURNETT, 
May  17— tf  No.  33  Trernont  Row. 


TO  PHYSICIANS. 

A  YOUNG  physician  now  practising  in  New  York  City,  wishes  to  associate  himself  with  an  elderly  and 
well-established  practitioner,  in  some  growing  country  village  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  Ms.  The  ad- 
vertiser has  been  five  years  in  practice,  during  which  time  he  has  been  connected  with  some  of  the 
lirst  hospitals  in  the  country.  After  a  time  he  would  purchase  the  senior  physician's  real  estate,  if  he 
wished  to  dispose  of  it,  at  a  fair  valuation.    For  particulars,  inquire  at  this  office,      Sep.  20 — coptf. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  IN  PHYSIOLOGY  BY  DR.  PAINE. 

THE  CIRCULATION. 
[Continued  from  voL  38,  page  527.] 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — At  the  close  of  my  last  communication,  I  remarked  that,  "  at  an- 
other time  I  will  briefly  continue  this  subject,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
that  mind  is  a  perfectly  distinct  essence."  Since  then,  I  have  concluded 
to  examine  the  question  in  the  form  of  an  essay,  and  will  now,  with 
your  permission,  extend  my  remarks,  as  embraced  in  the  foregoing  arti- 
cle, upon  the  subject  of  the  circulation  in  plants. 

Absorption  by  the  roots  is  considered  an  inadequate  explanation  of  the 
circulation  of  sap  among  those  who  advocate  the  doctrine  of  capillary 
attraction  ;  and,  if  numerical  strength  were  to  decide  the  question,  what 
I  am  about  to  say  would  be  a  waste  of  your  valuable  Journal.  To  in- 
terpret the  process  in  plants,  the  leaf,  or  its  equivalent,  has  been  taken 
as  especially  instrumental  ;  serving  either  as  an  exhausting  apparatus  by 
evaporation,  or  under  the  designation  of  endosmosis,  or  contributing  its 
aid  by  supposed  chemical  influences,  through  the  operation  of  light,  upon 
the  ascending  sap.  Some  one  of  these  hypotheses  is  considered  an  in- 
dispensable auxiliary  to  the  doctrine  of  capillary  attraction  as  applied 
to  the  circulation  of  sap. 

An  ingenious  application  of  chemical  principles  has  been  propounded 
to  satisfy  the  supposed  exigencies  of  capillary  attraction  as  concerned 
in  the  absorption  and  ascent  of  sap,  and  professes  to  afford  the  true 
solution  of  the  downward  motion.  This  hypothesis  is  also  thought  to  be 
a  new  obstacle  to  the  doctrine  which  ascribes  life  to  a  plant,  and  the 
dependence  of  its  circulation  and  unique  products  u[)on  vital  actions. 
The  hypothesis  derives,  also,  no  little  importance  from  its  application 
to  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  and  the  admission  that,  if  it  cannot  be 
sustained  in  respect  to  plants,  it  must  be  equally  groundless  in  regard  to 
animals.  The  doctrine  comes  recommended  to  our  attention  by  its  dis- 
tinguished advocates. 

I  have  already  endeavored  to  show,  extensively,  the  want  of  all 
foundation  for  the  more  comprehensive  principle  set  forth  by  Liebig, 
that — 

The  CAUSE  of  the  state  of  motion  is  to  he  found  in  a  series  of 
U 
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changes  which  the  food  undergoes  in  the  organism^  and  these  are  the  re- 
sults of  'processes  of  decomposition^  to  which  either  the  food  itself  or  the 
structures  formed  from  it,  or  parts  of  organs,  are  subjected.'''' 

This  summary  principle,  in  which  oxygen  gas  figures  conspicuously, 
is  the  combustive  doctrine  of  life.  Tiie  projector  held  it  to  be  applica- 
ble to  every  motion  and  to  all  the  phenomena  of  living  beings,  in  health 
and  disease,  and  even  in  death.  It  was  also  made  to  explain  our  very 
thoughts  and  passions;  these  being  imputed  to  the  union  of  oxygen 
with  the  combustible  elements  of  the  brain. 

I  cheerfully  conceded  that — "  this  summary  principle,  were  it  true, 
would  be  truly  beautiful."  I  therefore  felt  the  importance  of  showing 
that  "  it  was  not  only  deficient  in  every  necessary  element,  but  was 
contradicted  by  all  the  phenomena  of  sympathy  and  by  all  that  is  known 
of  pathology  and  therapeutics  ;  and  this,  too,  according  to  the  author's 
own  repeated  and  fullest  affirmations  and  doctrines  to  the  contrary." 
This  I  endeavored  to  execute  particularly  in  my  articles  upon  Digestion 
and  Animal  Heat ;  and  I  am  thus  provided  with  a  vast  series  of  diets  in 
advance,  which  must  be  taken  in  connection  with  what  I  may  now  say 
of  the  corollary  from  the  fundamental  doctrine.  This  corollary  con- 
sists in  the  application  of  the  general  doctrine  to  the  circulation  of  the 
sap  and  the  blood.  It  supposes  that  the  movement  of  the  sap,  upward 
and  downward,  is  generated  in  the  leaf  by  the  action  of  light  in  pro- 
moting the  decomposition  of  carbonic  acid  gas.  The  imperfect  ascend- 
ing fluid  is  thus  converted  in  the  leaf  into  perfect  sap,  and  the  change 
is  supposed  to  institute  a  propelling  force  in  the  imperfect  juice,  by 
which  the  elaborated  sap  is  driven  out  of  the  leaf  and  through  its  down- 
ward course.  The  force,  generated  in  the  leaf,  is  also  considered,  from 
the  motion  which  ensues  in  that  part,  as  the  most  essential  cause  of  the 
ascent  of  the  sap,  or  that  the  fluid  is  i\\u?,  lifted  from  the  roots  to  the 
summit  of  the  most  lofty  trees. 

The  same  principle  is  applied  to  animals.  The  pulmonary  circu- 
lation is  said  to  depend  upon  the  union  of  the  oxygen  of  the  air 
with  the  carbon  of  the  venous  blood,  in  consequence  of  wliich  this 
blood  drives  the  decarbonized  into  the  left  auricle.  But  in  the  case 
of  the  systemic  or  greater  circulation,  the  order  of  things  is  reversed  ; 
for  here  the  motion  is  supposed  to  be  generated  by  the  union  of  oxy- 
gen with  the  structures  formed  out  of  the  food."  The  same  order  of 
events  obtains  in  the  liver — all  referable  to  "  a  series  of  changes  which 
the  food  undergoes  in  the  organism,"  &z,c. 

I  shall  now  limit  my  remarks  to  the  supposed  condition  of  the  circu- 
lation in  plants;  since,  if  the  hypothesis  can  be  contradicted  here,  it 
must  equally  fail,  as  admitted,  in  respect  to  animals;  and  I  shall  endea- 
vor to  avoid  whatever  I  may  have  hitherto  said.  Perhaps,  however, 
it  may  be  well  to  state  the  confidence  which  is  entertained  in  the  equal 
applicability  of  this  theory  to  plants  and  animals,  and  the  admission  of 
its  necessary  failure  throughout  should  it  appear  defective  in  relation  to 
either  of  the  organic  dominions.  This  has  been  forcibly,  as  well  as 
beautifully  and  justly,  expressed  by  my  learned  friend  and  colleague. 
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Professor  Draper,  in  his  able  work  on  the  Organization  of  Plants. 
Thus — 

"  As  we  have  said,  it  is  the  chai'acter  of  a  true  theory  to  be  appli- 
cable to  all  cases,  and  to  render  a  clear  account  of  every  circumstance 
that  may  arise.  A  true  theory  is  like  a  window  of  crystal  j^lass,  through 
which  we  can  see  all  objects  in  their  proper  position,  and  colors,  and  re- 
lations, no  matter  whether  they  are  such  as  are  near,  or  those  that  are  at 
a  distance;  no  matter  whether  they  are  directly  before  us,  or  enter  only 
obliquely  into  the  field  of  view.  A  fictitious  theory  is  like  a  Venetian 
blind,  which  has  to  be  set  in  a  certain  position  witli  respect  to  the  ob- 
server, and  only  shows  him  objects  for  wliich  it  has  been  adjusted,  and 
these  in  an  unsatisfactory  manner  ;  but  if  he  moves  to  one  side  or  the 
other,  or  endeavors  to  see  objects  which  are  not  directly  in  his  way,  his 
view  is  intercepted,  or,  perhaps,  unless  he  makes  a  new  adjustment,  the 
light  is  shut  out  altogether." 

In  the  first  place,  then,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  hypothesis  contains 
a  fatal  element — the  prodigious  amount  of  force  whicli  is  said  to  be 
generated  in  the  leaf,  as  well  as  the  lungs  and  other  soft  structures  of 
animals.  On  this  point  I  am  bound  to  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  che- 
mists, who  say  that  such  must  be  the  consequence  of  the  chemical 
changes  which  are  supposed  to  be  in  progress  for  the  production  of  motion. 
As  expressed  by  these  philosophers,  who  designate  it  as  "  an  inexpres- 
sible force,^^  it  would  be  abundantly  sufficient  for  any  purposes  in  artil- 
lery or  in  blasting  rocks  ;  and  I  infer,  therefore,  would  hardly  be  with- 
stood by  the  leaf  or  the  lungs. 

In  the  next  place,  there  are  many  other  circumstances  attending  the  cir- 
culation of  plants,  as  well  as  animals,  which  it  would  not  be  easy  to  interpret 
by  the  chemical  doctrine,  but  which  are  readily  explained  by  the  vital. 
Such,  for  example,  as  the  remarkable  vigor  of  the  circulation  in  the  acer 
saccharinum  before  there  is  a  development  of  the  bud.  Indeed,  the  liarvest 
of  maple-sugar  often  takes  place  in  the  Northern  States  while  the  earth 
is  covered  with  snow  to  the  depth  of  many  feet.  The  circulation,  too, 
is  most  vigorous  after  frosty  nights  succeeded  by  warm  mornings  ;  and 
when  the  temperature  of  the  air  for  a  night  or  two  rises  to  some  40^  F. 
the  flow  of  sap  is  often  nearly  or  quite  suspended,  but  restored  in  profu- 
sion on  the  return  of  frost.  What  in  chemistry  will  explain  such  a 
phenomenon  ?  And  if  it  retreat  before  obstacles  of  this  nature,  must  it 
not  abandon  the  whole  ground?  Nay,  how  palpable  the  force  of  a 
single  fact,  when  it  is  considered  that  the  phenomenon  is  due  to  the 
effect  of  heat  as  a  vital  agent  on  the  irritability  of  vegetable  life  ;  and 
whether  operating  at  the  higher  and  more  uniform  degrees,  or  alternating 
at  the  freezing  point,  the  exact  explanation  is  involved  in  the  law  of 
vital  habit,  as  set  forth  in  the  Institutes  of  Medicine  at  page  363 — 370. 

Such,  mainly,  is  also  true  of  the  vine,  which  was  the  subject  of  many 
experiments  by  the  celebrated  philosopher  Dr.  Hales,  as  appear  in  his 
Vegetable  Statics.  These  experiments  are  allowed  to  have  been  ably 
and  critically  conducted,  and  are  standard  references.  Let  us,  therefore, 
interrogate  some  of  these  experiments,  and  see  how  far  they  correspond 
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with  Nature,  or  how  far  ihey  contradict  her  and  bear  out  the  chemist. 
Now,  in  some  of  his  experiments  there  was  not  only  an  absence  of 
leaves  and  buds,  but  the  stump  alone  was  the  subject  of  observation. 
Tliere  was  wantin^:,  therefore,  the  fundamental  requisite  of  the  chemist, 
and,  indeed,  1  may  say,  what  is  considered  indispensable  by  all  the  phy- 
sical philosophers  to  the  simple  doctrine  of  capillary  atti-action  as  it  re- 
gards the  ascent  of  sap.    Take  as  an  exam|)le  Exp.  xxxvi.    Thus — 

"  April  6th,  at  9,  A.  M.,  I  cut  off  a  vine  on  a  soutliern  aspect,  two 
feet  nine  inches  from  the  ground.  The  remaining  stem  had  no  lateral 
branches.  It  was  seven  eighths  of  an  inch  in  diameter.  I  fixed  on  its 
top  the  mercurial  gage  of  double  curve  to  adinit  the  flow  of  a  few 
inches  of  sap. 

For  several  days  the  mercury  was  more  or  less  pushed  up  by  the 
sap,  according  to  the  state  of  the  weather. — "  April  14th,  at  7,  A.  M., 
the  mercury  rose  to  20  inches  high.  At  9,  A.  M.,  22  inches.  Fine 
warm  sunshine.  Here  we  see  that  the  warm  morning  gives  a  fresh  vigor 
to  the  sap." — ''April  18th,  at  7,  A.  M.,  mercury  32  inches  high,  and 
would  have  risen  higher  if  there  had  been  more  mercury  in  the  gage. 
From  this  time  to  May  5th,  the  force  gradually  decreased  [the  life  of  the 
plant  giving  way].  On  the  18th  of  April  the  force  of  the  sap  was  equal 
to  36  feet  lieight  of  water. 

"  Here,"  the  Doctor  concludes,  "  the  force  of  the  rising  sap  in  the 
morning  is  plainly  owing  to  the  energy  of  the  root  and  stem.^^ 

In  another  and  similar  experiment,  at  the  same  time  ("  the  mercurial 
gage  being  fixed  near  the  bottom  of  a  vine)  the  mercury  was  raised  by  the 
force  of  the  sap  38  inclies,  equal  to  43  feet+3  inches-|-J  height  of  water  ; 
which  force  is  near  five  times  greater  than  the  force  of  the  blood  in  the 
great  crural  artery  of  a  horse  ;  seven  times  greater  than  the  force  of  the 
blood  in  the  like  artery  of  a  dog  ;  and  eight  times  greater  than  the 
blood's  force  in  the  same  artery  of  a  fallow  doe  " — as  ascertained  by  the 
rise  of  the  blood  in  long  glass  tubes. 

In  these  experiments  it  is  sufficiently  manifest  that  all  the  physical  hy- 
potheses fail,  since  all  of  them  assume  that  the  leaf  or  its  equivalent  is 
indispensable  to  the  progressive  rise  of  the  sap.  The  result,  I  say,  shows, 
what  the  observation  of  all  organic  nature  teaches,  that  so  important  a 
function  as  the  circulation,  and  so  exceedingly  variable  as  in  plants,  yet 
most  exactly  suited  in  every  species  and  every  individual,  but  varied  in 
all  the  species,  to  the  methodical  steps  in  vegetation,  is  not  left  to 
the  capricious  operation  of  any  chemical  or  physical  agencies,  and 
that  a  force  is  established  at  the  very  base  of  a  plant,  that  shall  not 
fail  of  the  exigencies  of  vegetable  life  according  to  its  progressive 
changes.  It  follows,  therefore,  that  the  sap  is  moved  by  something 
peculiar  to  living  beings,  and  this  is  called  a  vital  action.  The  motion 
which  we  have  seen,  however,  would  prove  utterly  destructive  to  the  leaf, 
and  even  to  all  delicate  branches,  without  a  gradually  countervailing  in- 
tervention of  that  action,  since  the  subdivision  of  vessels  will  not  explain 
the  diminution  of  force.  I  hence  infer,  what  is  denoted  by  other  impor- 
tant facts,  that  the  reduction  of  force  arises,  also,  from  a  modified  action 
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in  the  vessels  leading  to  the  bud,  as  well  as  in  the  bud,  or  leaf,  itself. 
Here  a  new  action  is  set  up,  and  a  new  niotion  of  the  sap  begins,  which 
is  propagated  along  its  downwai'd  course  by  a  universal  action  of  the 
vascular  system,  modified  in  different  parts  according  to  the  special  final 
causes  of  each  part.  Nor  is  it  true,  as  supposed  by  one  of  the  ablest 
chemists  of  the  day,  that,  "  Physiologists  have  here  stepped  in  with 
their  phantom  Vitality,  and  explained  the  descent  of  the  elaborated  sap 
on  visionary  hypotheses,  that  it  ivas  alive,  or  had  obtained  some  vital 
qualities  J' 

There  having  been  no  leaves  in  the  foregoing  experiments,  and,  in- 
deed, only  a  short  stump  of  the  vine,  the  results  were  not  unexpected 
to  the  philosopher^  who  adopts  the  theory  that  the  circulation  of  sap  is 
owing  to  temperature.  But  temperature  would  not  always  explain  the 
phenomena,  capillary  attraction  was  little  understood,  and  chemistry 
was  yet  unfledged.  Accordingly,  as  in  all  cases  where  genius  departs 
from  Nature,  even  the  acute  mind  of  Dr.  Hales  has  a  special  hypothesis 
for  each  apparent  difficulty  ;  sometimes  borrowing  from  the  theory  of 
the  vitalist,  and  actually  raising  hypotheses  in  direct  opposition  to  each 
other.  Take  the  following  examples  where  the  leaves  had  obtained  their 
full  development.    Thus — 

"  July  4th,  at  noon,  I  cut  off  within  three  inches  of  the  ground,  an- 
other vine  on  the  south  aspect,  and  fixed  to  it  a  tube  seven  feet  high,  and 
filled  it  with  water,  which  was  imbibed  by  the  root  the  first  day,  at  the 
rate  of  afoot  in  an  hour,  but  the  next  day  much  more  slowly  ;  yet  it 
ivas  continually  sinking,  so  that  at  noon  day  I  could  not  see  it  so  much 
as  stationary  ;"  the  life  of  the  stump  now  giving  way. 

Here  are  two  important  facts.  There  w^as  no  apparent  upward  force, 
though  there  may  have  been  some  mingling  of  the  sap  with  the  water; 
and,  secondly,  the  water  being  vitally  adapted  to  the  plant,  it  was  ac- 
tually carried  down  to  the  roots,  at  the  rate  of  a  foot  an  hour  from  the 
tube.  There  was  no  chemistry  here  to  effect  or  in  any  way  influence 
the  descent.  Tlie  pressure  was  also  slight,  and  the  hypothesis  of  the 
laboratory  probably  scouts  the  notion  of  gravity.  Besides,  I  may  say,  if 
gravitation  effects  the  descent,  it  should  prevent  the  ascent.  This  ex- 
periment, like  the  preceding,  appears  to  be  decisive  against  our  rival 
friends,  and  in  a  more  important  aspect;  for  the  descent  of  the  sap 
had  been  a  greater  problem  to  them  than  its  ascent.  The  importance 
and  compass  of  the  proof  will  be  at  once  perceived.  But  he  who  made 
the  experiment,  seeing  the  want  of  agreement  with  the  preceding,  fan- 
cied, like  a  great  many  other  philosophers,  that  a  conflicting  fact  would 
justify  a  special  hypothesis.  Let  us,  therefore,  hear  the  Doctor  upon  this 
troublesome  point.    Thus — 

"  Now,  since  the  flow  of  sap  ceased  at  once,  as  soon  as  the  vine  was 
cut  off  the  stem,  the  principal  cause  of  its  rise  must,  at  the  same  time, 
be  taken  away,  viz.,  the  great  perspiration  of  the  leaves.'''' 

That  is  the  doctrine,  along  with  capillary  attraction,  of  a  large  section 
of  the  physical  school.  But  it  arises  from  a  defective  observation  of 
facts  and  from  an  ignorance  of  the  difference  in  the  physiological  con- 
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dillon  of  the  vine  before  and  after  leafing.  Indeed,  bow  can  any  such 
distinction  be  appreciatec]  l)y  tbose  pbiiosopliers  ?  In  tbe  expej-imenls 
first  recited,  the  v  ine  was  in  its  budding,  and,  tberefore,  bleeding  season  ; 
in  ibe  present,  the  loaves  had  become  developed  ;  and  notwithstanding 
the  lifting  power  ascribed  to  them  by  the  chemist,  and  that  from  the 
evaporation  imputed  by  olh(MS,  the  circulation  is  transcendantly  gi'eater 
in  the  budding  season,  and  Hales  might  have  amputated  the  largest 
limb,  with  all  the  other  leaves  remaining,  and  the  same  descent  of  the 
water  would  have  occurred,  and  prompted  a  different  hypothesis. 

And  now  conliast  the  foiegoing  experiment  with  his  conclusion  as 
expressed  in  Kxp.  xxxviii. ;  the  words  in  Italics  being  designed  by  myself 
to  facilitate  the  hasty  reader.  It  is  a  hypothesis,  directly  opposed  to  the 
preceding,  for  the  purpose  of  expounding  another  fact. 

"  The  sap,"  says  the  Doctor,  "  begins  to  rise  sooner  in  the  morning 
in  cool  weather  than  after  hot  days  ;  the  reason  of  which  may  be,  be- 
cause in  hot  weather  much  being  evapoiated,  it  is  not  so  soon  supplied 
by  the  roots  as  in  cool  weather,  when  less  is  evaporated^  In  Exp.  xlvi. 
be  says,  "  it  was  found  that  the  trunk  and  blanches  of  vines  were  al- 
ways in  an  imbibing  state  caused  by  the  great  perspiration  of  the  leaves, 
except  in  the  bleeding  season,^''  At  that  season  the  problem  of  the 
stuujp  led  him  to  conclude  that  "the  force  of  the  rising  sap  is  plainly 
owinir  to  the  energy  of  the  root  and  stem."  (See  Exp.  xxxvi.)  Will 
the  chemist  explain  ? 

In  one  of  hi^  experiments  he  attributes  an  effect  to  the  sun's 
warmth  "  in  making  the  vessels  "  dilate  and  contract  a  little.^''  This 
is  what  he  means  by  "  the  energy  of  the  root  and  stem."  Had  he  ad- 
hered to  that  explanation,  he  would  hav'e  had  no  difficult  problems  to 
expound,  no  conflicting  experiments,  no  contradictions  of  himself.  Few 
philosophers,  however,  have  been  as  accurate  in  their  experiments,  and 
few  better  qualified  to  reason  upon  facts,  than  Dr.  Hales  ;  and  what 
may  we  not,  therefore,  conclude  of  the  reasoning  of  those  who  have  as- 
sumed spurious  inferences  in  vegetable  physiology  as  a  groundwork  for 
the  circulation  and  other  organic  processes  in  animals? 

Thus  it  ever  is  with  all  who  depart  from  their  main  field  of  operations 
to  build  up  the  difficult  parts  of  other  sciences.  Hales  was  a  divine,  and 
although  adroit  in  experiments,  and  better  qualified  by  impartial  habits 
than  the  chemist,  it  is  no  detraction  fiom  his  (or  their)  exalted  merits  to 
say,  that  he  knew  so  little  of  physiology  he  was  incapable  of  applying 
or  even  perceiving  the  facts  which  the  student  of  organic  nature  may 
readily  seize  and  convert  to  the  philosophy  of  life,  and  turn  against  the 
conclusions  of  the  original  observer. 

An)  I  not,  therefore,  entitled  to  conclude,  that  organic  beings  are  con- 
tra-distinguished from  inorganic  by  what  is  popularly  known  as  life,  or  vi- 
tality, and  with  the  sunimary  remarks  of  the  greatest  scientific  botanist 
of  the  age,  of  one  who  has  devoted  his  life  to  the  subject,  Professor 
Lindley  of  the  London  University,  as  expressed  in  his  able  analysis  of 
the  "  First  Principles  of  Botany,"  that — 
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1.  The  movement  of  the  sap  depends  upon  a  vital  irritability,  and  is 
independent  of  mechanical  causes." 

2.  The  proximate  principles  are  formed  by  the  vital  powers  of  the 
plant  acting,  in  conjunction  with  air  and  light,  upon  the  fluids  contained 
in  its  system." 

H.  "  All  the  phenomena  connected  with  the  growth  of  plants  are  caused 
by  an  inherent  vital  acti(>n." 
New  York,  Sept.  25,  1843. 


CASE  OF  DISLOCATION  OF  THR  SHOULDER,  OF  FORTY-TWO  DAYS 
STANDING,  REDUCED  BY  DR.  JARVIS'S  ADJUSTER. 
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[Commanicated  for  the  Boston  Mftdical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  above  is  selected  from  a  number  of  cases,  some  of  longer,  some 
of  shorter  duration.  This  is  one,  however,  which  may  very  justly  be 
regarded  as  a  fair  exponent  of  the  whole,  except  so  far,  perhaps,  as  there 
may  have  been  any  reason  to  fear,  that  in  this  the  axillary  artejry  was 
implicated. 

It  is  not,  however,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  "  what  has  been  done 
that  this  case  is  presented  for  publication  ;  but  it  is  to  "  show  how  it 
should  be  done."  Nor  is  it  that  another  instance  may  be  given,  where 
through  much  tribulation,  or  some  not  easy  to  be  accounted-for,  yet 
lucky  effort  of  our  own,  our  labors  have  happened  to  be  crowned  with 
success  ;  but  that  what  may  be  regarded  as  the  true^  the  only  true  princi- 
ples, those  on  which  we  can  with  some  confidence  rely,  may  be  so 
clearly  set  forth  that  they  shall,  at  once,  become  obvious  to  all  who  will 
give  themselves  the  trouble  to  examine  the  subject. 

A  further  object  is  to  show  (not  only  by  this  case  as  an  example,  but 
by  the  philosophy  which  the  subject  itself  necessarily  iiTvolves)  that  the 
pathology  of  the  two  stages  of  a  luxation,  recent  and  old,  is  as  distinct, 
and  that  they  require  as  distinct  and  different  modes  of  treatment  to  reduce 
them,  as  the  several  stages  of  typhus  fever  differ  from  each  other  in  their 
pathology,  requiring  such  a  diversity  in  the  mode  of  treatment  to  fulfil 
the  various  indications  as  they  arise. 

A  still  further  object  is,  that  what  is  regarded  as  the  correct  mode  of 
using  the  adjuster  in  old  dislocations  may  be  very  plainly  shown.  The 
importance  of  this,  I  trust,  will  not  be  questioned,  when  it  is  considered 
that  it  would  not  be  strange  should  more  than  one  be  found  of  the 
hundreds  who  now  own  the  adjuster,  who  either  do  not  understand  its 
use,  or  do  not,  from  some  cause,  choose  to  apply  it  correctly,  even  in  this 
particular  kind  of  dislocation  ;  some,  perhaps,  for  want  of  time,  others  for 
want  of  attention,  and  others  because  the  instrument  itself  involves  princi- 
ples so  entirely  different  from  those  which  they  have  ever  been  in  the  habit 
of  using  (whether  true  or  false,  it  matters  not),  that  they  cannot  seem  to 
comprehend  anything  which  would  appear  to  reflect  on  those  "  long' 
cherished  virtues  "  of  surgery,  or  which  would  in  any  way  place  in  the 
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back  ground  their  own  peculiar  notions.  For  those,  however,  wlio  will 
bestow  their  time,  who  will  give  tlieir  attention,  and  wish  to  understand 
its  use,  in  such  cases,  for  tlie  sake  of  the  good  service  which  they  may 
possibly  thereby  render  in  their  profession,  and  also  for  those  who  may 
wish  to  examine  the  philosophy  of  reduction  conducted  on  those  princi- 
ples, that  they  also  may  have  an  opportunity  to  practise  it,  I  have  penned 
this  short  article.  But  especially  have  I  done  it,  that  I  might  call  atten- 
tion to  this  much-neglected  department  of  surgery.  No  department  has 
received  so  little  attention,  and  none  has  made  so  little  progress,  as  what 
may  very  properly  be  called  osseal  surgery  ;  while  in  fact,  in  point  of 
real  importance,  both  to  the  profession  and  the  world,  it  is  not  surpassed 
by  any,  if  indeed  it  has  its  equal. 

It  would  be  but  an  act  of  justice  to  notice,  in  this  place,  a  case  in 
many  respects  parallel  to  the  one  about  to  be  related,  which  was  reduced 
by  the  adjuster,  and  published  in  this  Journal  under  date  of  INlarch  17th, 
1847,  in  vol.  xxxvi.,  p.  145.  The  operation  was  performed  by  Prof.  J. 
F.  May,  M.D.,  of  Columbia  College,  and  reported  by  Robert  King 
Stone,  M.D.  The  operation  reflects  great  credit  on  the  surgeons  who  per- 
formed it,  since  Prof.  May  and  his  reporter  appear  first  to  have  designed 
their  plan  (which  certainly  was  very  correct)  and  then  to  have  carried  it 
out  as  designed,  with  very  great  skill.  We  would  refer  the  reader  to  that 
case,  as  well  as  to  the  one  which  we  shall  now  relate,  as  fully  corroborat- 
ing the  views  which  we  are  about  to  advance. 

During  a  recent  visit  at  the  South,  and  while  I  was  in  Mobile,  Ala.,  I 
was  invited  by  Dr.  Lewis,  a  resident  physician  there,  to  visit  the  Marine 
Hospital  of  that  place,  of  which  he  was  physician  and  surgeon,  for  the 
purpose  of  reducing  a  dislocation  of  the  shoulder,  of  forty-two  days 
standing.  Accordingly,  on  the  following  morning,  in  company  with 
Drs.  Levert  and  Carter,  of  that  place,  1  proceeded  to  the  Hospital  to 
examine  the  case,  and,  if  judged  practicable,  to  reduce  it.  A  very  tall 
and  rather  spare  man  was  shown  to  me,  as  the  subject  of  the  injury  in 
question  ;  yet,  notwithstanding  his  leanness,  it  was  obvious  he  had  good 
general  health,  and  possessed  much  muscular  strength.  I  judged  hitn 
to  be  about  45  years  of  age.  On  examining  the  shoulder,  the  head 
of  the  humerus  was  found  resting  in  the  axilla,  partly  under  the  pectoralis 
minor  muscle  anteriorly,  while  posteriorly  the  head  rested  on  the  axillary 
artery,  so  that  there  appeared  to  be  nothing  between  the  fingers  and  head  of 
the  bone,  except  the  artery  and  common  integuments.  The  artery  was 
felt  to  pulsate  strongly  between  the  fingers  and  head  of  the  bone,  and 
was  but  slightly  moveable  on  the  head.  The  arm  had  acquired  great 
freedom  of  motion,  equal  to  what  I  have  sometimes  found  in  the  same 
kind  of  dislocation,  of  at  least  six  months  standing.  Attempts  had  pre- 
viously been  made  in  the  Hospital  to  reduce  it,  but  without  any  success. 

Here  some  questions  arose,  with  regard  to  the  practicability  of  reduc- 
tion ;  the  most  important  of  which  was — Are  there  any  adhesions  formed 
between  the  head  of  the  bone  and  the  artery,  which  would  endanger  the 
life  of  the  patient  by  reduction  ?  Although,  from  some  cause,  the  artery 
could  be  made  to  move  but  very  sparingly  on  the  head  of  the  bone, 
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stilL  from  the  uninterrupted  current  of  blood  constantly  flowing  ilnougli 
the  artery,  as  couJd  be  determined  by  the  feel,  1  was  led  to  the  opinion 
that  there  could  not  be  formed  any  greatly  condensed  cellular  tissue, 
uniting  together  the  artery  and  head  of  the  bone,  so  as  to  endanger  life 
by  reduction,  provided  it  could  be  accomplished  without  using  violence 
to  the  parts  around  the  joint.  This  opinion,  I  believe,  was  also  enter- 
tained by  all  tlie  gentlemen  present.  As  it  regarded  the  great  mobility 
which  the  limb  had  acquired,  although  it  was  such,  as  had,  with  other 
causes,  defeated  all  previous  efforts,  and  would  undoubtedly  defy  all  the 
means  in  common  use,  still  I  was  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  by  the  ad- 
juster a  momentum  might  be  communicated  to  the  head  of  ihe  bone,  by 
the  mwscles  of  the  arm,  which  would  disengage  the  head,  and  re-open  the 
capsule,  through  wliich,  doubtless,  it  had  escaped  ;  and  thus  force  it 
back  again  to  its  normal  position  w-ithin  the  glenoid  cavity.  On  this 
point,  however,  none  present  could  consistently  express  an  opinion,  hav- 
ing never  seen  the  adjuster  used,  but  all  thought  so  favorably  of  it,  as  to 
desire  that  the  instmment  should  be  tried.  Here  a  medical  friend  present 
(who,  by-the-by,  is  quite  clever  in  his  profession)  suggested  that  he  could 
reduce  it  bv  his  heel  in  the  axilla,  he  having:  much  confidence  in  that 
mode,  especially  since  it  had  not  been  tried  in  the  present  instance.  1 
therelore  requested  him  to  make  the  attempt.  He,  however,  declined, 
saying  he  preferred  to  see  me  use  the  adjuster,  rather  than  to  have  it  re- 
duced in  any  other  way.  1  assured  him  that  he  would  have  that  oppor- 
tunity after  he  had  made  every  effort  in  his  power,  for  that  I  did  not  be- 
lieve it  in  the  power  of  any  man  to  reduce  it,  by  any  of  the  old  or  ordi- 
nary means.  He  still  entertained  the  opinion,  however,  that  it  could  be 
so  reduced.  I  then  insisted  the  more  strongly  on  his  making  the  attempt, 
assuring  him,  now  that  he  entertained  that  opinion  so  decidedly,  that  1 
could  not  consent  to  even  apply  the  instrument  until  the  effort  was  made. 
Seeing,  probably,  that  I  was  determined  on  this,  he  accordingly  Uiade 
the  attempt,  calling  to  his  aid,  of  those  pei^sons  present,  just  such  indi- 
viduals as  he  chose  to  assist  him.  Tart,  antiin.  had  been  given  the  pa- 
tient, and  was  occasionally  repeated  during  the  whole  operation,  but,  if  I 
recollect  rightly,  not  so  as  to  produce  sensible  nausea  at  any  time.  If  I 
may  be  allowed  to  be  any  judge  of  such  matters,  I  can  assure  the  reader 
it  was  not  "all  boys'  play."  After  having  persisted  in  the  effort  (how 
long,  I  know  not.  but  until  all  hands  were  well  fatigued),  it  was  auain 
given  up  as  a  bad  job  :  and  the  case  was  handed  to  me  to  try  the  power 
of  the  adjuster. 

The  instrument  being  arranged,  it  was  applied  according  to  instruc- 
tions given  in  Jarvis's  Lectures,  fourth  edition,  pp.  6'2,  63,  64.  It  was 
then  stated,  that  in  all  probability,  at  least  one  full  hour  \\ould  be  occu- 
pied in  making  extension,  he,  before  even  an  attempt  would  be  made  at 
reduction.  (Reasons  for  this  will  appear  hereafter.)  Extension  was 
now  begun,  and  was  increased  progressively,  slowly,  and  from  time  to 
time,  as  the  muscles  were  found  to  yield  to  the  extending  force  of  the 
instrument,  until  it  was  judged  that  the  head  of  the  humerus  was  ex- 
tended fairly  beyond  the  line  corresponding  to  the  plane  of  the  glenoid 
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cavity.  We  were  thus  occupied  in  applying  the  extending  force,  and 
in  manipulating  the  limb,  tlie  more  effectually  to  disengage  the  head  of 
the  bone,  about  one  hour.  It  is  at  this  point,  tlien,  at  which  we  are  to 
arrive,  before  even  an  attempt  be  made  at  reduction.  It  being  therefore 
judged  that  we'liad  now  reached  that  point,  the  etibrt  was  made  in  the 
following  manner.  Dr.  Levert,  being  requested  to  assist  in  the  operation, 
placed  a  silk  handkerchief  high  in  the  axilla  ;  then  seizing  tlie  two  ends, 
he  forcibly  drew  the  head  of  the  bone  outward  and  a  little  upward.  In 
this  lie  used  all  his  force  to  bring  tiie  head  of  the  bone  out  from  the 
'axilla,  while  the  arm  and  instrument  was  being  carried  forcibly  down* 
ward  and  forward  on  the  chest,  so  that  the  arm  was  made  to  press  hard 
on  the  ribs.  At  this  juncture  the  catch  was  raised  from  the  ratchet 
wheel,  so  as  instantly  to  let  fly  the  whole  force  of  the  instrument  ;  thus 
driving  the  head  of  the  humerus  forcibly  upward  by  means  of  the  mus^ 
cles  of  the  arm.  On  examining  the  shoulder,  the  dislocation  was  found 
not  to  be  reduced.  No  time  was,  however,  lost  in  applying  again  the 
same  degree  of  force  to  the  limb  which  had  once  carried  tlie  head  be- 
yond the  plane  of  the  glenoid  ;  indeed,  it  was  a  little  increased,  since  it 
could  now  be  done  very  readily,  lest  possibly  we  might  have  been 
mistaken  before,  in  supposing  the  head  to  be  beyond  that  plane,  while 
in  fact  it  was  not.  Tiie  arm  was  again  carried  forward  and  downward, 
as  before,  while  Dr.  Levert  again  assisted,  as  previously,  in  throwing  the 
head  of  the  bone  outw  ard  and  a  little  upward.  The  catch  was  again 
raised,  and  let  fly  the  whole  force  of  the  instrument  with  the  rapidity 
of  lightning.  On  examining  the  shoulder  this  time,  it  was  found  to  be 
'-all  right.''  All  present  appeared  to  be  well  pleased  with  the  opera- 
tion, and  the  result,  and  probably  none  more  so  tlian  the  patient. 

I  beg,  here,  to  be  allowed  to  conmient  briefly  on  the  foregoing  case. 
Ether  was  not  used,  and  for  the  rtrason  that  it  had  not  been  employed 
in  any  previous  attempt.  Bleeding  and  the  warm  bath  were  not  resorted 
to,  and  for  the  same  reason.  I  was  resolved,  at  the  commencement, 
that  it  should  not  be  claimed  that  I  had  derived  advantage  from  any 
of  the  ordinary  means  which  had  not  already  been  employed.  No  doubt 
some  advantage  might  have  been  obtained  by  employing  either  of  them  ; 
although  I  confess  I  generally  care  not,  if  the  head  of  the  bone  can  be 
carried  beyond  the  plane  of  the  glenoid  without  too  much  violence  being 
used,  how  strong  the  muscular  contractions  may  be.  The  stronger  they 
are,  the  more  sure  am  I  that  the  head,  by  this  process,  will  be  driven 
back  through  the  capsule,  without  which,  reduction  can  never  take  place, 
i.  e..  in  the  state  in  which  old  dislocations  are  usually  found. 

f^rom  the  little  experience  which  I  have  had,  I  am  convinced  that 
there  are  hundreds  of  cases  of  dislocation  now  existing,  which  might, 
by  the  foregoing  process,  have  been  readily  and  safely  reduced,  but 
which  may  have  defied  (at  the  time),  all  of  the  older  and  more  common 
means,  used  secunc/um  aj-tem,  and  to  have  persisted  in  them  would  even 
have  cost  the  lives  of  many  of  the  patients.  I  cannot  but  indulge  the 
hope,  that  in  the  following  remarks  this  fact  will  plainly  appear. 

1.  Reasons  for  adopting  the  foregoing  mode  to  reduce  old  dislocations 
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of  the  shoulder, — In  employ  in  2;  this  mode,  I  refer  to  those  cases  only, 
where  the  head  of  the  humerus  lies  below  the  glenoid  cavity,  which,  in 
fact,  includes  lliem  all,  except  two,  one  only  of  which  is  classed  by 
writers  on  the  subject  among  the  ordinary  dislocations  of  that  joint,  to 
wit,  that  in  which  the  head  of  the  humerus  is  lin'own  forward  against 
the  c;orocoid  process,  resting  on  the  margin  of  the  glenoid  cavity.  In  this 
evidently  the  head  of  tlie  !)one  does  not  lie  below  the  glenoid,  and  of 
course  the  foi'egoing  would  be  a  wrong  ap|)lication  of  force.  Tlie  other 
kind  of  dislocation  to  which  I  refer  (and  only  one  case  of  the  kind  bave 
I  ever  seen)  is  where  the  liead  of  the  humerus  is  thrown  directly  back- 
ward, resting  on  the  neck  of  the  scapula,  under  and  against  the  spine 
and  acromion  process  of  the  scapula.  1  should,  however,  generally 
apprefiend  no  gieat  difficulty  in  reducing  such  a  dislocation,  provided 
force  be  applied  in  a  right  direction  ;  but  to  apply  it  either  in  this  or 
in  the  one  just  referred  to,  as  it  was  in  the  case  of  the  man  at  the  Ma- 
rine Hospital  in  iMobile,  would  manifestly  be  a  wrong  application  of 
power ;  while  in  all  cases  where  the  head  lies  below  tlie  glenoid^  it  would 
be  a  right  application  of  that  power. 

Before  entering  fully  into  the  reasons,  he,  referred  to  above,  it  may- 
be necessary  to  take  a  practical  view  of  the  anatomy  of  the  shoulder  ; 
its  bony  articulation,  the  texture  of  its  ligaments,  and  the  arrangement 
of  its  muscles,  together  with  the  particular  kind  of  mecbanical  effect 
which  the^e  various  parts  may  have  on  eacb  other  in  their  several  ab- 
normal lelations.  As  to  its  articulation,  then,  suffice  it  to  say,  it  is  by 
ball  and  socket;  the  ball  relatively  very  large  to  that  portion  of  the 
socket  made  up  of  bone.  Independent  of  that  security  which  the  mus- 
cles, proper  to  the  shoulder,  give  to  that  articulation,  by  being  attached 
above  and  below  the  joint,  thus  passing  over  it,  together  with  the  addi- 
tional security  whicb  it  derives  from  tbe  atmospheric  pressure  whicli  sur- 
rounds it,  several  strong  ligaments  are  so  disposed  over  it,  as  to  admit 
of  motion  the  most  free  of  any  joint  in  the  body,  and  yet  securely  to 
lie  the  bones  togetber,  so  as  under  no  ordinary  movements  to  be  displaced 
by  this  great  liberty  of  motion.  The  most  important  of  these  liga- 
ments, especially  in  their  relation  to  our  present  subject,  is  the  capsular, 
Jt  surrounds  the  joint,  is  attached  in  its  whole  circumference  to  the  mar- 
gin of  the  glenoid  cavity  ;  reflected  from  thence  over  the  head  to  the 
neck  of  the  bone,  is  attached  to  it  ;  surrounding,  in  like  manner,  both 
the  head  and  the  neck.  A  further  fact  in  regard  to  this  ligament,  let 
us  here  notice  ;  its  textiu'e  is  fibrous,  its  fibres  lying  parallel,  and  run- 
ning longitudinally  over  the  joint. 

We  will  now  turn  cur  attention  to  the  myology  of  the  shoulder;  and 
in  looking  at  that  articulation  we  shall  find  it  surrounded  by  twelve  mus- 
cles, each  of  which  is  attached,  at  some  point,  above  or  beyond  ;  passing 
over  it,  is  again  attached  at  some  point  below  the  joint.  We  shall  also 
find  them  distributed  in  the  following  order :  three  to  pass  the  joint  on 
the  top  of  the  shoulder — to  wit,  the  deltoid,  the  long  head  of  the  biceps, 
and  supra-spinatus  ;  six  to  pass  it  on  its  posterior  and  inferior  surface — to 
wit,  tbe  inl'ra-spinatus,  the  sub-scapularis,  the  two  teres,  minor  and  major, 
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the  latissiniiis  dorsi,  and  long  bead  of  the  triceps  ;  and  three  also  to  pass 
it  on  its  anterior  and  inferior  surface — to  wit,  the  pectoralls  major,  the  co- 
raco-brachialis,  and  the  short  bead  of  the  biceps.  All  of  these  twelve 
muscles,  except  the  three  first,  viz.,  the  deltoid,  the  long  head  of  the 
biceps,  and  supra-spinatus,  it  will  be  seen,  when  the  arm  is  a  little 
thrown  out  from  the  body,  and  traction  applied  to  it,  tend  to  cast  the 
head  of  the  humerus  downward,  and  to  fix  it  below  the  centre  of  the 
glenoid  cavity  ;  and  it  is  only  while  two,  at  least,  of  those  muscles  which 
pass  on  the  top  of  the  shoulder,  viz.,  the  deltoid  and  supra-spinatus,  pos- 
sess their  full  power  to  act,  that  the  head,  under  the  influence  of  such 
traction,  would  be  likely  to  find  the  glenoid  cavity,  as  the  centre  of  those 
opposing  forces.  Let  it  be  here  observed,  that  in  a  dislocation  of  the 
shoulder,  where  the  head  lies  below  the  glenoid,  the  long  head  of  the 
biceps  can  have  little  or  no  effect  (mechanically)  on  the  head  of  the 
bone,  to  elevate  it,  from  the  fact,  that  the  head,  by  being  driven 
through  the  capsule,  becomes  disengaged  from  it,  and  the  only  influence 
which  the  tendon  of  the  biceps  can  hold  over  the  head  of  the  bone,  to 
elevate  it,  being  through  this  capsule,  all  of  such  influence  necessarily 
becomes  lost  to  the  head  of  the  bone.  Under  any  circumstances,  there- 
fore, in  such  a  dislocation,  the  deltoid  and  supra-spinatus  muscles  are  the 
only  ones  which  tend  to  elevate  that  head. 

Now  let  us  view  these  facts  in  reference  to  our  practice.  In  all  com- 
plete luxations  of  the  shoulder,  the  capsular  ligament  must  necessarily 
be  ruptured  or  torn  ;  arid  through  this  rent,  must  the  head  of  the  humerus 
escape  from  the  glenoid  cavity.  The  deltoid  and  supra-spinatus  muscles 
are  put  largely  on  the  stretch,  and  so  must  remain,  ultimately  losing  all 
power  to  contract,  becoming  paralyzed  by  long-continued  over  distention, 
until  that  head  is  again  restored  to  the  glenoid  cavity,  when  the  tone  of 
the  muscles  may  be  restored  and  the  rent  healed.  That  rent,  also,  be 
it  observed,  would,  most  likely,  be  a  longitudinal  one — since  those  fibres 
are  more  likely  to  be  separated  or  torn  asunder,  than  they  are  to  be 
broken  across  ;  or,  in  other  words,  any  round  substance,  as  the  head  of 
the  humerus,  applied  with  force  against  the  inside  of  this  ligament,  so 
as  to  rupture  it,  would  be  much  more  likely  to  make  a  longitudinal  rent 
than  to  make  a  round  hole.  A  moment's  reflection  will  doubtless  satisfy 
the  anatomist  of  this  ;  but  should  any  one  doubt  it,  let  him  try  the  ex- 
periment on  the  dead  subject.  This  laceration  may  be  a  very  free  one, 
or  it  may  be  only  sufiicient  to  allow  the  head  to  escape,  and  indeed 
a  little  stretching  may  have  been  done  even  at  that.  Now  suppose,  in 
an  adult  but  young  and  healthy  subject,  the  head  of  the  humerus  should 
be  thus  driven  through  the  capsule  and  lodged  in  the  axilla,  and  it  should 
there  remain  for  five  weeks  or  more.  Within  that  period  of  time,  by  the 
reparative  process  which  nature  sets  up,  to  repair  as  much  as  possible 
the  injury  done  to  the  parts,  the  capsule  has  become  healed,  and  the  lace- 
rated parst  again  united,  except  so  far  as  the  neck  has  served  to  keep  them 
asunder.  The  neck  of  the  bone  thus  becomes  closely  embraced  by  the 
capsule  with  the  head  on  its  outside.  The  deltoid  and  supra-spinatus 
muscles,  too,  have  become  paralyzed  ;  indeed,  they  are  almost  power- 
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less,  as  may  be  known  by  their  emaciated  and  withered  form  :  while  all 
the  other  muscles  have  been  able  to  retain  nearly  or  quite  their  full  vigor. 
Now  what  amount  of  force,  let  me  ask,  applied  in  the  line  of  that  limb, 
would  re-rupture  the  capsule  and  return  the  head  of  the  humeius  again 
to  the  glenoid  cavity  ?  Indeed,  is  it  not  plain  that  force  so  applied  surely 
tends  to  restore  the  head  of  the  humerus  to  the  glenoid  cavity  ?  My 
wonder  is,  how  so  many  old  dislocations  of  the  shoulder  have  been  re- 
duced. Many,  very  many,  have  failed,  altogether  failed,  in  their  at- 
tempts, by  using  such  means.  But  how  they  ever  should  have  succeed- 
ed, it  is  not  easy  to  divine,  except  we  be  allowed  to  suppose  that  the 
laceration  of  the  capsule  had  not  become  strongly  united,  and  the  del- 
toid and  supra-spinatus  muscles  not  completely  paralyzed.  Under  such 
circumstances,  1  am  fully  aware,  that,  in  addition  to  that  degree  of  ex- 
tension and  counter-extension  necessary  to  hiing  the  head  of  the  hu- 
merus out  to  a  line  with  the  plane  of  the  glenoid,  to  apply  force,  out- 
wardly, to  the  shaft,  near  the  head  of  the  bone,  would  be  likely  in  many 
instances  to  eflect  reduction  ;  but  not  in  any  other  instance.  It  surely 
must  be  plain  to  every  surgeon,  at  all  acquainted  with  the  anatomy 
of  the  shoulder,  the  character  of  its  displacements,  and  the  texture  of 
the  parts  which  surround  it,  that  to  depend  for  reduction  on  the  applica- 
tion of  force,  in  the  line  of  the  limb,  with  all  the  additional  force  applied 
transversely  which  one  person  could  well  command,  while  its  capsular 
ligament  is  strong  and  entire  (except  so  far  as  its  lacerated  edges  are 
separated  by  the  neck  of  the  bone  lying  between  them),  and  the  two 
muscles,  the  deltoid  and  supra-spinatus,  remain  powerless,  would  be  but 
making  an  attempt,  to  be  defeated  in  the  end.  The  tendency  of  force 
thus  acting  in  the  line  of  the  limb,  is  not,  as  we  have  seen  in  such  a 
case,  to  elevate  the  head  of  that  bone,  but  to  depress  it ;  and  it  is  only 
by  the  force  which  we  may  be  able  to  apply  transversely,  that  we  can 
even  hope  to  succeed  ;  and  even  in  this,  the  greater  the  traction  on  the 
limb,  the  less  must  be  the  influence  of  that  force  applied  transversely 
on  the  head  of  the  bone.  With  the  ordinary  strength,  therefore,  of  a 
healthy  capsule,  we  can  hardly  expect  to  succeed  by  such  means. 

[To  be  continued.] 


FIBROUS  TUMOR  OF  THK  UTERUS.— GASTROTOMY. 

IConiinunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .lournal.J 

The  subject  of  the  following  notice  is  a  healthy  woman,  43  years  of 
age,  the  mother  of  several  children.  Early  in  the  year  1847  she  dis- 
covered a  small  tumor  in  the  left  iliac  region,  for  which  she  consulted  her 
physician.  Dr.  Duncan,  of  Shelburne,  and  during  a  long  period  all  known 
means  were  exhausted  to  arrest  its  growth,  but  without  success.  Being 
of  spare  habit,  the  superior  boundaries  of  the  tumor  were  easily  defined. 
Its  position  was  central  ;  it  occupied  the  hy])ogastric  and  iliac  regions, 
but  inclined  a  little  to  the  left  side.  It  reached  from  the  pubis  to  the 
ensiform  appendage  nearly,  and  admitted  of  pretty  free  lateral  move- 
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nierUs.  It  was  globular,  syaimetrical,  smnotli  and  solid.  Explored  by 
tlic  natural  passages  it  was  found  to  rest  upon  the  pubis  in  front  anri  the 
sacrum  behind.  In  the  recumbent  posture  it  could  be  raised  upon  the 
finger  and  a  free  impulse  communicated  to  it,  but  in  the  erect  position  it  was 
immovable.  Its  length  might  be  8  or  9  inches  and  breadth  5  or  6,  and  from 
repeated  examinations  by  Dr.  Duncan  and  myself,  we  judged  the  tumor 
to  spring  from  the  left  ovarium,  although  we  were  by  no  means  sure  it 
was  not  uterine.  There  appeared  to  be  no  deviation  in  respect  to  the 
place  and  condition  of  the  os  uteri,  nor  were  the  periodical  functions  of 
the  uterus  interrupted  by  the  proximity  of  tfie  tumor.  It  was  never  at- 
tended with  pain  or  tenderness  ;  it  appeared  suddenly  and  increased 
rapidly,  but  beyond  this  the  local  or  constitutional  disturbances  were  very 
slight  indeed,  and  we  did  not  hesitate  to  regard  this  morbid  growth  to  be 
lion- malignant  as  yet. 

Such  being  the  slate  of  things,  our  patient  was  solicitous  to  take  the 
perilous  alternative  of  an  operation.  Upon  this  point  no  advice  was  ex- 
pressed ;  it  was  her  unbiassed  determination.  But  the  dangers  and  un- 
certainties of  this  procedure  were  faithfully  impressed  upon  her  atten- 
tion, yet  she  remained  firm  ;  and  her  case  a|)pearing  as  favorable  for 
success  as  could  well  be  chosen,  we  consented  to  attempt  the  removal 
of  the  tumor,  and  it  fell  to  myself  to  use  the  knife. 

The  sixth  day  of  June,  having  reference  to  the  menstrual  period,  was 
assigned  for  this  object,  and  as  a  preliminary  measure  our  patient  was  re- 
quested to  take  castor  oil  previously,  and  to  abstain  from  solid  nutriment, 
a  precaution  that  rendered  the  bowels  flaccid  and  free  from  peristaltic 
movements  during  the  subsequent  steps. 

Her  resolution  did  not  forsake  her,  and  she  took  her  position  upon  the 
table  with  that  firmness  which  true  courage  only  can  inspire.  With  the 
sanction  of  several  professional  friends*  an  incision  was  begun  upon  the 
left  side  of  the  umbilicus,  and  carried  down  to  the  pubis,  dividing  the  in- 
teguments and  aponeurotic  tissues  to  the  peritoneum,  which  was  care- 
fully oj)ened  to  a  like  extent,  when  the  summit  of  the  tumor  was  con- 
spicuous. It  was  round,  polished,  solid,  and  traversed  with  innumerable 
vessels  that  communicated  a  bright  color  to  its  investing  membrane.  The 
primary  trunks  of  these  vessels  were  large.  In  passing  the  hands  into 
the  pelvic  cavity  to  raise  the  tumor,  the  intestines  escaped  with  a  gush  ; 
by  this  manoeuvre  it  was  ascertained  that  no  adhesions  existed,  and  that 
the  tumor  was  ivithout  a  pedicle  !  In  attempting  to  raise  the  mass,  the 
movement  was  suddenly  arrested  by  the  stretch  of  the  broad  uterine 
ligament,  but  the  uterus  was  nevertheless  fairly  dislocated  and  brought 
into  view,  when  the  true  character  and  relations  of  the  tumor  were  re- 
vealed.   It  was  a  solid,  fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus. 

The  difficulties  and  dangers  of  the  enterprise  were  now  fully  apparent. 
The  tumor  embraced  the  entire  left  half  of  the  uterus,  which  was  en- 
larged and  flattened,  and  appeared  to  be  imbedded  in  the  tumor  rather 
than  to  give  origin  to  it.    The  origin  was  continued  to  the  left  division 


*  Dr.  Duncan;  Drs.  Stone,  Seymour  and  Reed,  of  Greenfield  ;  Williams,  of  Deerfieldj  Tabor, 
VViilson  and  Lyon,  of  Shclburne ;  and  Deane  and  Puffer,  of  Colraine. 
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of  the  broad  ligament,  and  iheieby  the  position  and  movements  of  the 
tumor  were  firmly  fixed.  To  prosecute  the  operation,  the  necessity  of 
removing  the  uterus  and  its  ap})endages  was  inevitable  ;  for  the  possi- 
bility of  separating  the  tumor  from  the  uterus  appeared  to  be  impossible. 
The  tumor  received  its  nutrient  vessels  from  the  uterus,  and  the  difiicul- 
ties  of  controlling  the  haemorrhage  that  must  result  from  division,  seemed 
too  appalling  to  be  encountered.  A  brief  conference  was  therefore 
held,  when  it  was  the  unanimous  expression  that  the  further  prosecution 
of  the  operation  was  impracticable;  first,  because  of  the  danger  of  hae- 
morrhage— and  second,  from  collapse  or  from  consecutive  inflammation, 
and  we  were  theiefore  reduced  to  the  miserable  necessity  of  retracing  our 
steps,  and  averting  the  consequences  of  the  mischief  we  had  already 
done. 

The  tumor  and  intestines  were  tlierefore  returned  to  their  respective 
cavities,  but  not  without  difficulty,  and  the  wound  closed  and  firmly 
secured  by  the  interrupted  suture,  long  adhesive  dressings,  compresses, 
and  over  all  a  firm  binder.  During  this  distressing  period  our  patient 
was  unconscious  of  our  doings,  chloroform  having  been  previously  ad- 
ministered by  Dr.  Seymour.  But  this  agent  exerted  a  pernicious  result. 
Its  first  inspirations  caused  paleness  and  apparent  distress,  manifested  by 
low  moanings,  which  continued  until  the  patient  was  put  in  bed.  But  no 
vomitings  or  nausea  occurred,  nor  as  yet  much  embarrassment  of  respira- 
tion. Right  ovary  was  in  a  normal  state,  but  left  was  not  seen.  The 
tumor  was  an  ellipse,  and  its  attachment  to  the  uterus  corresponded  to  its 
inferior  focus.  Pulse  at  commencement,  80 ;  it  fell  to  72.  Tempera- 
ture 78^.    No  bleeding  of  note  occurred. 

The  propriety  of  abandoning  the  operation  was  fully  justified  by  sub- 
sequent events,  for  the  constitutional  disturbances  that  ensued  were  se- 
vere and  threatening.  These  were  due  to  two  distinct  causes,  the  inspi- 
ration of  chloroform  and  structural  injury.  For  three  hours  aft(;r  our 
patient  was  placed  in  bed,  lier  sufferings  were  intense.  Her  counte- 
nance was  pallid,  respiration  laborious,  mind  oppressed,  and  she  con- 
stantly uttered  plaintive  moanings.  Yet  the  pulse  did  not  indicate  ap- 
proaching collapse.  It  had  gone  up  to  90.  She  finally  fell  into  sleep, 
and  her  breathing  then  became  suspended  by  intervals  of  alarming  du- 
ration. For  thirty-six  hours  it  was  never  above  four  times  per  minute, 
oftener  but  twice,  frequently  but  once,  and  sometimes  the  pause  was  a 
minute  and  a  quarter.  She  was  for  the  most  part  lethargic,  and  her  mus- 
cular system  was  convulsed  with  incessant  twitchings.  Occasionally 
she  might  be  roused  from  stupor,  but  instantly  relapsed  into  insensibility. 
The  extremities  were  cold.  To  anticipate  supervening  inflammation,  and 
especially  to  avert  the  issue  between  the  inversed  order  of  respiration 
and  circulation,  eighteen  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn,  but  no  sensible 
efl^ect  was  produced  upon  the  respiration.  At  the  end  of  twelve  hours 
the  spasms  and  insensibility  had  increased  ;  pulse  100,  breathing  sterto- 
rous, fingers  livid  and  abdomen  tympanitic.  During  the  succeeding 
twenty-four  hours  our  apprehensions  were  truly  painful,  the  pulse  still  in- 
creasing and  breathing  diminishing  in  frequency.    But  at  the  termination 
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of  this  period,  the  respirations  rose  to  twelve  in  the  minute,  and  the  intel- 
lect began  to  be  relieved  of  its  oppression,  and  henceforth  the  respiration 
became  unembarrassed. 

But  the  case  was  yet  encompassed  with  perils,  for  severe  inflammatory- 
action  was  now  established.  From  90,  the  pulse  rapidly  increased  to 
140,  and  even  more.  The  abdomen  was  tender  and  full,  and  would 
have  bursted  but  for  vigilant  precautions.  The  tongue  was  loaded.  The 
severity  of  the  symptoms  demanded  active  treatment,  which  was  of  course 
depletory.  But,  without  narrating  particulars,  it  will  be  sufficient  to  say 
that  on  the  eighth  day  there  were  evident  signs  of  amendment,  and  we 
dressed  the  wound  for  the  first  time.  It  had  closed,  in  spite  of  the  dis- 
tension, except  two  small  spaces  at  the  lower  extremity  of  the  incision, 
from  which  issued  a  small  quantity  of  dissolved  coagulum.  Nothing  fur- 
ther particularly  occurred  to  interrupt  recovery  ;  in  a  fortnight,  our  patient 
sat  up  a  little,  and,  finally,  although  disappointed  in  our  expectations,  we 
were  nevertheless  unspeakably  gratified  that  the  conclusion  was  no  worse. 

Greenfield,  OcL2,  1848.  J.  Deane. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    OCTOBER    11,    18  4  8. 


Medical  Counsellors^  Meeting. — On  Wednesday  last,  Oct.  4th,  was  held 
the  regular  semi-annual  meeting  of  the  Counsellors  of  our  State  Medical 
Society,  which  took  place,  as  usual,  at  the  Masonic  Temple,  in  Boston. 
Although  the  weather  was  unpleasant,  several  gentlemen  were  noticed, 
who  came  from  the  interior  of  the  Commonwealth,  which  shows  that  there 
is  ample  vitality  in  the  Society.  Something  was  said  about  paying  the 
necessary  expenses  of  distant  members,  called  from  home  on  the  Society's 
business ;  but  it  was  shown  that  the  matter  was  already  in  the  hands  of  a 
commiitee.  Dr.  Jarvis,  from  a  committee,  read  a  long,  learned  and  im- 
portant memorial  on  the  subject  of  registration,  which  was  ordered  to  be 
presented  to  the  next  legislature.  It  was  alarming  to  hear  the  fact  stated 
that  the  average  duration  of  human  life  in  Boston,  is  only  twenty-two  years, 
eight  months  and  eleven  days.  There  was  also  read  the  report  of  a  com- 
mittee on  a  revision  of  the  by-laws,  which  was  prepared  wiih  exceeding 
care  by  Dr.  Jeflries.  By  request,  it  was  re-committed,  with  instructions  to 
make  any  further  needhil  revision,  and  print  it  for  distribution  among  the 
Counsellors.  Finally,  it  was  voted  that  the  meeting  should  adjourn  to  the 
first  Wednesday  in  December. 


Tying  the  Internal  iZiac.-— Reference  was  made,  last  week,  to  an  opera- 
tion at  the  Mass.  General  Hospital,  by  Dr.  H.  J.  Bigelow,  the  particulars 
of  which  are  mainly  as  follows.  The  patient,  a  woman,  was  stabbed  by  a 
brutal  hasband,  in  a  way  to  wound  the  gluteal  artery,  as  nearly  as  could 
be  ascertained.    From  various  indications,  guided  by  the  ear,  an  aneurismal 
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tnmor  was  suspected,  and  Dr.  Big-elow  very  skilfully  cut  down  upon  the 
iliac  artery,  which  was  secured  with  peculiar  adroitness.  The  patient  was 
under  the  influence  of  ether,  and  being  perfectly  quiet,  no  interruptions 
occurred,  and  only  a  small  quantity  of  blood  escaped.  All  the  symptoms 
were  as  favorable  as  could  be  expected,  till  Friday  morning  last,  when  it 
was  reported  that  some  peritoneal  inflammation  existed.  Since  then,  we 
have  not  heard,  but  fully  expect  a  satisfactory  result. 


Congenital  Dislocation  of  the  Head  of  the  Fenmr. — A  reprint  of  an 
instruciive  communication,  by  J.  M.  Carnochan,  M.D.,  to  the  New  York 
Journal  of  Medicine,  on  the  Pathology  of  congenital  dislocation  of  the  head 
of  the  femur  wpon  the  dorsum  of  the  ilium,  illustrated  by  two  plates,  has 
come  to  our  address.  It  is  doing  good  service  to  give  the  pamphlet  an 
extensive  circulation.  Any  practical  fact  in  operative  surgery,  which  has 
been  ascertained  by  the  watchful  vigilance  of  one  who  has  at  heart  the 
advancem.ent  of  the  art,  is  of  incalculable  value  to  those  who  practise  the 
same  calling,  independent  of  the  benefits  immediately  conferred  on  the 
suffering  patient.  Every  encouragement,  therefore,  should  be  extended  to 
those  who  are  willing  to  contribute  to  the  enlargement  of  the  domain  of  the 
surgeon's  knowledge,  by  fortifying  him  for  emergencies,  and  furnishing 
precedents  and  safe  rules  of  practice.  We  recommend  the  publication  to 
the  special  study  of  students. 


Bronchial  Comfit, — Fortunately  for  the  vender  of  this  article,  it  exactly 
suits  a  class  of  consumers  who  feel  it  a  bounden  duty  to  gfive  certificates  of 
its  surprising  efficacy.  Some  of  the  itinerant  vocalists  and  tragedians,  and 
last,  but  not  the  least  subservient  to  the  objects  of  the  proprietor,  three 
clergymen,  come  up  manfully  to  the  aid  of  the  comfit — by  which  they  were 
singularly  comforted.  Therefore  there  is  nothing  like  this  nostrum  for 
over-wrought  throats,  as  the  certificates  plainly  and  unequivocally  declare; 
and  now,  if  the  proprietor's  fortune  is  not  made  by  the  lucky  hit  of  the 
reverend  gentlemen,  then  the  defect  must  be  imputed  to  his  mis-mananage- 
ment,  rather  than  to  any  imperfection  in  the  construction  of  their  admirably- 
written  recommendations. 

An  excellent  opportunity  is  presented  here,  for  moralizing  on  the  egre- 
gious folly  of  swallowing  down,  with  a  satisfied  and  greedy  relish,  all  the 
quack  preparations  of  the  day ;  but  it  would  be  a  waste  of  strength.  Peo- 
ple want  to  be  drugged,  and  ihey  will  spend  their  money  and  suffer  death 
voluntarily  in  gratifying  the  national  propensity  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of 
drastic  purges  and  other  horrible  potations,  rather  than  to  buy  bread  and 
other  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life.  Reason  is  of  little  use  in  such  cases. 
What  lady  was  ever  convinced  by  a  logical  argument,  based  on  the  un- 
changing truths  of  physiology,  that  ligaturing  the  waist  was  injurious  to 
health?  Not  one — nor  have  all  the  teachings  of  the  physiologist  and  phy- 
sician yet  lessened  at  all  the  consumption  of  quack  remedies.  We  are  a 
medicine-taking  people:  it  is  an  expensive  diversion,  it  is  true,  with  the 
rich,  and  a  ruinous  mania  among  the  poor — but  both  parties  love  it,  and 
the  never'tiring  ingenuity  of  those  devoted  to  the  trade  of  supplying  this 
morbid  national  appetite,  just  keeps  pace  with  a  constantly  increasing* 
demand, 
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HomcBopathic  Medical  College. — One  more  tnedical  institution  is  to  com- 
mence operations  in  Philadelphia  forthwith.  It  is  intended  exclusively 
for  raising  up  native  homceopatliists — the  United  States  having  in  a  great 
measure  been  dependent  on  Germany  for  the  dispensers  of  infinitesimal 
doses.  On  the  loth  of  October  lectures  are  to  begin,  the  fee  for  the  whole 
course  being  SlOO,  and  graduation  S30.    Faculty,  as  follows: — 

Jacob  Jeanes,  M.D.,  Professor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of  Medicine. 
Caleb  B.  Matthews,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica.  Walter  William- 
son, M.D.,  Professor  of  Midwifery  and  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Child- 
ren. Francis  Sims,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Surgery.  Samuel  Freedley,  M.D., 
Professor  of  Botany.  Matthew  Semple,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Chemistry. 
William  A.  Gardiner,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy.  The  Chairs  of 
Physiology  and  F^iiholosy  remain  to  be  filled.  Clinical  instruction  in 
Medicine  and  Surgery  will  be  given  at  the  College. 


Reform  of  Manners  among  Physicians. — Singular  as  it  may  appear, 
one  of  the  contributors  to  the  Homoeopathic  Journal  cries  out  lustily  for  a 
reformation  of  manners  among  physicians.  He  must  have  exclusive  refe- 
rence to  his  own  sect  of  practitioners,  because  the  gross  evil  of  which  he 
complains  has  not  been  mentioned  as  existing  in  the  allopathic  ranks.  It 
is  lamentable  that  brethren  of  the  same  school  cannot  dwell  together  in 
harmony.  Some  of  the  high  potencies  look  down,  we  fear,  with  contempt 
on  disciples  of  small  calibre.  Alas,  there  is  no  perfection  even  in  ho- 
moeopathy. 


Mode  of  Reducing  Dislocations  of  the  Hiivierus. — Mr.  Morgan  describes 
ns  follows,  in  the  Provincial  Journal,  a  mode  for  efTecting  the  above  object, 
which  he  states  to  be  found  convenient  and  useful  in  the  practice  of  the 
Bristol  Infirmary. — London  Lancet. 

"  Without  any  preliminary  treatment,  the  patient  is  seated  sideways  on 
a  firm  chair,  with  his  arm  hanging  over  the  back,  which  is  well  padded; 
one  end  of  a  double  or  reel-towel  is  passed  through  the  other  end,  so  as  to 
form  a  noose,  which  is  applied  to  the  arm  just  above  the  elbow.  The 
loose,  depending  part  of  the  towel  forms  a  stirrup,  into  which  the  surgeon 
places  his  foot,  and  gradually  brings  his  whole  weight  to  bear  on  the  towel, 
as  an  extending  power.  One  or  two  assistants  are  useful  to  press  back  the 
acromion,  and  keep  the  patient  firmly  in  his  seat.  The  reduction  is  effect- 
ed almost  immediately  ;  and  if  due  precaution  is  observed  in  properly 
padding  the  chair,  and  the  arm  where  the  towel  is  applied,  little  or  no  pain 
is  felt,  nor  any  subsequent  inconvenience  from  the  pressure." 


Medical  Miscellany. — Cholera  has  appeared  in  the  Grecian  Islands. — 
Mr.  Otis  Clapp,  of  Boston,  proposes  to  publish  a  Quarterly  Homoeopathic 
Journal,  commencing  Jan.,  1849,  conducted  by  A.  C.  Becker,  M.D.,  pro- 
vided subscribers  enough  come  forward  to  warrant  the  undertaking. — To- 
bacco costs  the  people  of  the  United  States  $16,000,000  annually.  Of 
this  sum,  $9,000,000  are  dissipated  in  the  smoke  of  Spanish  cigars. — It 
is  stated  in  Capt.  Allen's  narrative  of  the  Niger  expedition,  that  those  in- 
fants among  the  Ibus,  which  happen  to  have  the  front  teeth  of  the  upper 
jaw  cut  first,  are  put  to  death,  as  they  are  regarded  as  hated  by  the  Fe» 
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tishes.  A  female  having  twins  suffers  a  long  exclusion  from  society,  and 
the  children  are  invariably  exposed  to  wild  animals,  and  the  mother  ever 
after  viewed  with  suspicion  and  disgust,  as  an  object  of  Fetish  wrath. — 
Letters  from  Smyrna,  of  August  27,  state  that  the  number  of  persons  at- 
tacked with  cholera  was  about  200  per  day,  and  that  the  deaths  were  from 
80  to  100.  The  victims  were  priricipally  the  poorest  classes  of  Turks 
and  Jews. — The  Prussian  Tom  Thumb  was  interred  at  Oldham,  Eng.,  in 
presence  of  thousands  of  spectators.  He  was  65  years  of  age,  and  when 
laid  in  his  coffin,  measured  exactly  three  feet  in  length. — In  Lyons,  suicides 
are  following  each  other  with  fearful  rapidity.  Four  occurred  in  a  singb 
street  in  one  day. — It  is  contended  in  England  that  the  cholera  does  not 
attack  persons  who  live  near  breweries  or  mineral  springs,  in  consequence 
of  the  counter  influence  of  carbonic  acid  gas  evolved  there.  All  the  wa- 
tering places  with  springs  that  emit  this  gas  escaped  the  pestilence  in  Ger- 
many, Spain  and  England.  Balston  and  Saratoga  also  escaped. — The  small- 
pox has  made  its  appearance  in  some  sections  of  the  city  of  Washington. 
The  Board  of  Health  recommend  that,  as  far  as  practicable,  all  the  infect- 
ed portions  of  the  city  should  be  avoided, — The  newspapers  slate,  as  a  fact, 
that  a  physician  in  Washington,  in  prescribing  for  a  hotel  w'aiter,  wrote 
fifteen  grains  of  morpJiine,  intending  to  write  quinine.  The  patient  was 
found  dead  in  his  bed. — Cholera  has  appeared  at  Trieste.  It  is  on  the  in- 
crease in  Russia.  Whilst  the  political  world  in  Europe  is  convulsed,  this 
disease  seems  to  be  advancing  with  steady  strides.  There  have  been  seve- 
ral cases  in  Paris  ;  at  Berlin  1800  cases,  and  at  Hamburgh  280.  It  was 
raging  at  Constantinople,  Aleppo  and  Damascus,  nearly  decimating  the 
inhabitants. — A  medical  student  in  China,  a  native,  who  sought  the 
degree  of  6?oc^o7',  made  an  expression,  in  his  thesis,  that  w^as  thought  to 
reflect  on  the  emperor  improperly,  for  which  he  was  sentenced  to  receive  a 
hundred  lashes.  At  this,  about  5,000  students  collected,  disarmed  the  sol- 
diers and  presented  themselves  before  his  celestial  majesty,  who,  on  learn- 
ing the  nature  of  the  case,  revoked  the  decree, — Dr.  S.  S.  Purple,  who 
has  for  the  last  year  and  a  half  assisted  Dr.  Charles  A.Lee  in  editing  the 
New  York  Journal  of  xMedicine  and  the  Collateral  Sciences,  is  announced 
as  his  successor  in  the  editorial  chair, — The  number  of  medical  men  in 
London  i>:  stated  to  be  greater  than  the  butchers  in  that  city,  and  nearly  as 
great  as  the  bakers. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Chapin's  case  of  Acute  Ileitis,  and  Dr.  Castle's  case  of  Lithotomy, 
have  been  received. 


Married, — Charles  H.  Wetmore,  M.D.,  of  Lebanon,  Conn.,  to  Miss  L.  Taylor. 


Died, — In  Newburyport,  Dr.  George  W.  Goodwin,  (12. — At  Newton  Lower  Falls,  Mass.,  Ezra 
Nichols,  M.D.,  58.— In  Jackson  Co.,  Tenn.,  Dr.  Elias  W.  Napier,  who  by  will  emancipated 
twenty-eight  slaves. — At  Rome,  Dr.  J.  L.  Martin,  U.  S.  Consul  at  that  city. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Oct.  7,  75. — IMales,  42 — females,  33. — 
Of  consumption,  9 — disease  of  the  bowels,  20 — dyscnter}',  21 — cholera  infantum,  1 — typhus 
fover,  2 — lung  fever,  1 — brain  fever.  1 — slow  fever,  2 — iiifaniile.  4 — teething,  1 — inflammation  of 
the  hmgs,  2 — delirium  tremens,  1 — convulsions,  1 — cancer,  1 — croup,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1— • 
scarlet  fever,  1 — iiitlanimation  of  the  brain,  1 — child-bed,  1 — old  age,  1 — erysipelas,  1 — intem- 
perance, L 

Under  5  years,  37 — between  5  and  20  years.  5 — between  20  and  40  years,  14 — between  40 
aud  t)0  years,  13 — over  60  years.  6. 
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Neglect  of  ike  Medical  Corps  of  our  Army  and  Navy. — Why  have  there' 
been  no  proiTiOlions  in  the  Medical  profession  connected  with  our  Army  and 
Navy  in  the  recent  campaigns  in  Mexico?  We  have  looked  in  vain  for 
the  first  surgeon's  name,  over  the  long  list  of  promotions  among  the  regular 
and  volunteer  troops.  There  have  been  created  some  500  brevet-commis- 
sions during  the  last  two  years — indeed,  scarcely  an  officer  of  our  army,  it 
matters  not  in  what  capacity  he  has  served,  so  he  was  not  in  the  medical 
staff,  who  has  not  been  promoted.  We  read  of  most  onerous  duties  faith- 
fully performed  during  the  whole  war,  of  gallant  services  during  engage- 
ments with  the  enemy,  of  several,  many  sad  deaths  occurring  among  the 
surgeons  of  the  Army  and  Navy,  but  not  of  a  single  promotion.  It  is  thus 
ever  with  the  medical  profession  ;  whether  in  civil  or  military  life,  we  must 
toil  on,  toil  ever — labor,  day  and  night,  before,  during  and  after  a  battle 
— and  do  this  without  distinction  or  reward.  The  soldier  who  performs 
one  daring  deed,  is  rapidly  advanced  and  adequately  requited  ;  but  the  sur- 
geon, equally  self-sacrificing,  who  renders  duties  far  more  arduous,  is  sel- 
dom noticed — never  promoted.  We  are  familiar  with  the  heroes  of  every 
battle  fought  in  Mexico;  but,  with  the  occasional  or  general  commendation 
at  the  close  of  an  officer's  report,  we  find  no  further  notice  of  that  highly 
respectable  corps  of  medical  men,  who  have  rendered  most  efficient  service 
to  their  country,  and  who  have  saved  many  a  valuable  life.  Again  we  ask 
the  proper  authorities,  why  there  have  been  no  promotions  among  the  Sur- 
geons of  our  Army  and  Navy?  Have  they  alone  failed  in  their  duty?  if 
not,  why  are  they  alone  neglected? — Southern  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


The  Value  of  Tears  i7i  the  Prognosis  of  the  Diseases  of  Children. — 
Trousseau  affirms  that,  when  a  child  cries  its  disease  is  not  grave  ;  that 
when  it  does  not  cry,  its  disease  is  very  grave.  This  he  thinks  may  be 
regarded  as  an  aphorism.  If  the  child  cries,  it  will  recover  ;  if  it  does  not 
cry,  it  is  very  seriously  ill.  Although  there  are  exceptions  to  this  rule,  still 
they  are  so  rare  that  the  physician  should  hold  it  in  very  sacred  esteem. 

If  you  are  called  to  a  child  who  up  to  that  time  had  cried,  and  who  does 
not  cry  when  you  vex  it,  if  its  eyes  become  suddenly  dry  and  sunken  in  the 
orbits,  look  out  for  a  very  grave  disease  of  some  kind  ;  you  will  rarely  be 
deceived,  unless,  as  sometimes  happens,  the  child  never  cries  naturally,  and 
there  are  those  of  this  kind.  On  the  other  hand,  when  you  have  detected 
souffie  and  dulness  in  a  chest,  when  you  have  discovered  hypertrophy  of 
the  liver  or  spleen,  tym.paniiis ;  if  you  see  the  child  shed  a  few  tears,  let 
your  prognosis  be  favorable,  it  is  the  sign  of  early  convalescence  in  almost 
every  instance.  This  sign  is  of  value  until  the  seventh  year,  when  it 
ceases  to  be  important.  In  the  two  first  years,  and  especially  in  the  first, 
it  is  almost  invariably  true.  After  the  first  year  it  is  less  to  be  relied  on, 
and  gradually  diminishes  in  worth  every  year  till  the  seventh,  when,  as  I 
have  said,  it  becomes  valueless.  In  serious  operations  on  children,  not  for 
external  diseases,  but  for  afl^ections,  which  although  local,  give  rise  to  very 
grave  symptoms,  as  croup,  for  instance,  I  have  never  seen  a  child  cry  under 
the  bistoury.  The  little  beings  suffer,  but  without  weeping ;  and  when, 
some  days  after,  I  see  them  shedding  tears,  I  rejoice  ;  and  when  they  do 
not  weep,  I  predict  an  unfortunate  termination,  which  is  nearly  always 
realized. — Dr.  Yandell,  in  West.  Med.  Journal. 
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CASE  OF  ACUTE  ILEITIS,  SIMULATING  SCIRRHUS  OF  THE  STOMACH. 

tCominunicated  for  (lie  Costoii  Me<!ical  and  SiirjjicalJouriial. ) 

The  following  communication  was  read  on  the  third  of  August  last, 
previous  to  commencing  an  autojisical  examination — Drs.  Thaxter  and 
Garratt  being  present.  It  possesses  interest,  as  showing  the  great  dis- 
crepancy that  may  exist  between  symptoms  and  disease,  ?!so  as  showing 
the  large  amount  of  medicinal  agents  that  may,  in  particular  cases,  be 
bdrne  by  the  human  system. 

The  subject,  IMiss  H.  T.,  died  yesterday,  the  2d,  aged  43.  I  liave 
known  her  for  the  last  eight  years,  during  which  time  she  has  had  a 
dyspeptic  habit,  attended  with  sallowness  of  the  skin  and  considerable 
general  emaciation.  She  has  had  several  attacks  of  acute  disease,  from 
which  she  has  uniformly  been  long  in  recovering.  A  typhoid  fever  kept 
her  near  eio;ht  weeks  in  bed.  For  two  or  three  years  past  she  has  had  a 
dry,  irritable  cough,  worrying  her  almost  constantly.  From  tlie  attend- 
ing symptoms  I  had  regarded  it  of  tubercular  origin. 

Tile  sixth  of  last  March  I  was  called  to  see  her,  when  she  had  much 
pain  about  the  epigastrium,  accompanied  with  high  fever  and  great 
general  restlessness.  Her  cough  had  entirely  ceased.  Constipation  was 
obstinate,  but  yielded  to  large  and  repeated  cathartics,  and  she  improved 
in  all  of  her  symptoms  till  the  I9lh,  about  two  weeks  from  the  time  I 
first  saw  her,  the  costiveness,  however,  still  continuing,  when  I  prescribed 
a  portion  of  castor  oil  with  spiiits  of  turpentine.  She  began  then  to 
vomit,  and  continued  so  unceasingly,  night  and  day,  notwithstanding  the 
great  variety  of  remedies  used  to  check  it.  The  26th,  Dr.  Howe,  of 
South  Weymouth,  savv'  her  with  me.  She  was  tiien  experiencing  tem- 
porary relief  fiom  inhaling  chloroform.  Further  remedies,  suggested  by 
him,  were  tried,  but  without  better  success.  The  chloroform  at  length 
nauseated,  and  ceased  to  relieve  her.  The  retching  and  vomiting  were 
so  constant  and  so  horribly  distressing,  that  she  and  her  friends  were 
anxious  that  death  might  come  and  furnish  that  relief  which  seemed 
denied  her  in  life. 

The  28th,  at  evening,  after  nine  days  and  nights  of  almost  ceaseless 
retching,  I  felt  tliat  so  desperate  a  case  would  justify  unusual  remedies, 
and  I  gave  her  at  once  two  grains  of  morphia,  and  left  her.    The  next 
morning,  1  saw,  in  the  altered  countenances  of  tiie  family,  as  I  entered 
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the  house,  that  a  change  had  occurred,  and  that  she  was  probabiy 
dead.  I  was  told,  however,  that  soon  afier  takinjnr  the  morphia  she 
had  sunk  into  an  easy  sleep,  and  had  not  vomited  dnrin<r  the  nii^ht.  She 
liowever  recommenced  wliile  1  was  there.  Another  two-grain  dose  of 
morphia  quieted  her,  and  since  then,  a  period  of  more  than  fonr  v..  nihsy 
her  existence  has  been  prolonged,  and  she  has  been  saved  from  retch- 
ings more  terrible  than  death,  by  the  morning  and  evening  dose  of 
morphia,  increased  by  degrees  to  three  grains  at  a  time.  She  usually 
began  to  heave  at  the  end  of  about  eleven  hours,  and  so  continued  till 
relieved  by  the  semi-daily  dose.  Of  late  it  has  ceased  to  relieve,  even 
when  increased  to  twelve  grains  in  the  twenty-four  i)ours,  and  1  have 
substituted  the  extract  of  belladonna  in  six-grain  doses  every  eight  or 
ten  hours.  Smaller  quantities  would  not  relieve  her;  and  even  this,  as 
well  as  everything  else,  lost  its  effect  before  she  died. 

Notwithstanding  the  heavy  opiates  which  she  took,  her  mental  facul- 
ties have,  during  lier  sickness,  been  good.  She  has  conversed  coherently 
and  sensibly,  has  slept  less  than  could  have  been  expected,  and  was 
usually  awoke  with  ease.  Her  pulse  has  generally  been  from  80  to  90 
in  a  minute,  small  and  tense,  and  she  has  all  along  had  febrile  exacer- 
bations in  the  afternoon.  Her  tongue  was  for  the  most  part  clean  and 
pale,  but  of  late  tliat,  together  with  her  mouth,  has  been  covered  with  a 
thick  aphthous  coat.  Tiiere  was  great  and  constant  tenderness  over  the 
whole  abdomen,  excessive  over  the  stomach  and  liver.  No  local  harden- 
ing could  any  where  be  found  about  the  bov/els,  and  palpation  has  fur- 
nished no  satisfactory  diagnosis. 

Her  cough,  as  already  remarked,  ceased  at  the  commencement  of  her 
sickness.  The  dulness  under  percussion,  once  present,  also  disap|)ear- 
ed,  and  the  respiration  has  been  clear.  Within  two  or  three  weeks  she 
has  had  recurrence  of  pulmonary  affection,  cough,  mucous  expectoration, 
and  considerable  pain  in  the  chest.  I  have,  however,  given  but  little 
attention  to  it,  having  been  occupied  with  her  other  difficulties. 

She  usually  vomited  healthy  bile,  but  occasionally  having  faeces  and 
dark  sordes  mixed  in  it,  and  constantly  complained  of  something  in  the 
throat  which  remained  after  vomiting,  and  which  she  could  not  raise. 

Her  constipation  was  obstinate.  The  mildest  cathartics  so  distressed 
lier,  and  were  so  often  vomited,  that  it  was  found  advisable  to  depend 
mostly  on  injections  ;  and  these,  too,  whether  bland  or  drastic,  whether 
small  or  large,  caused  her  so  much  suffering  that  they  were  administered 
as  seldom  as  possible.  Her  faecal  evacuations  were  for  a  long  time  small 
and  black,  but  became  somewhat  natural,  till  about  the  middle  of  July, 
when  she  was  taken  with  dysentery,  from  the  effects  of  which  she  did 
not  recover. 

Her  urinary  functions  have  not  been  much  deranged,  excepting 
troublesome  dysury.  Her  menses  ceased  with  the  beginning  ol  her 
disease. 

ft  is  now  five  months  since  she  was  taken  sick,  during  which  time  she 
has  had  watchers  every  night,  has  taken  perhaps  an  ounce  and  a  half 
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of  morphia,  and  has  siiifered  more  than  I  have  ever  seen  fal!  to  the  lot 
of  any  person  in  the  same  time. 

The  treat.nent  pursued  has,  of  course,  varied  much.  There  has  been 
time  and  opp:)rtunity  for  the  tiial  of  luimorous  remedies.  In  addiiion  to 
opiates  and  belladonna,  cieuta,  hyo^c)  amus  and  coffee  were  used  inter- 
nally ;  also  iTiercurials,  and  slight  piyaiism  was  twice  produced.  Demul- 
cents were  in  constant  use.  Externa!  irritants  and  derivatives  were  per- 
severingly  applied.  The  cuticle  on  the  epigastrium  was  removed  by 
vesication,  and  morphia  applied  to  the  abraded  surface,  but  without 
benefit,  atid  neither  irritants  nor  vesicants  seemed  at  any  time  to  be  of 
service. 

Autopsy. — Having  read  the  foregoing  account,  we  proceeded  to  the 
examination.  The  oidy  marked  abnormal  appearances,  externally,  were 
great  general  emaciation,  and  dull  percussion  over  the  right  thorax.  On 
cutting  there  was  found  much  discoloration  from  bile,  especially  of  the 
fat  and  cellular  substance.  The  right  lung  was  extensively  hepatized 
and  slightly  adherent  at  the  base.  No  tubercles  were  found.  The  tra- 
chea and  oesophagus  healthy  ;  also  the  stomach,  with  both  of  its  orifices. 
The  liver,  too,  was  natural  in  size  and  color,  and  the  gall-bladder  was 
well  filled  with  healthy  bile.  The  pancreas  and  spleen  were  normal. 
The  bloodvessels  of  the  intestines  were  considerably  injected.  Con- 
tinuing our  examination,  we  followed  the  course  of  the  intestinal  canal, 
presuming  that  we  should  still  find  further  evidence  of  disease,  and  at 
length  discovered  the  lower  portion  of  the  ileum,  about  a  foot  in  length, 
and  extending  to  within  a  few  inches  of  the  colon,  much  constricted 
and  nearly  in  a  state  of  gangrene,  the  mucous  membrane  being  entirely 
disorganized. 

Some  symptoms  in  the  disease  would  naturally  have  designated  it  as 
a  case  of  ileus,  and  this  was  often  thought  of  in  its  course ;  but,  then, 
the  seat  of  the  pain,  the  immediate  rejection  of  most  articles  swallowed, 
the  operation  of  cathartics,  and,  at  length,  the  natural  and  regular  faecal 
evacuations,  and  the  length  of  the  disease,  impressed  our  minds  strongly 
with  the  belief  of  a  scirrhous  state  of  the  stomach.  A.  Chapin. 

E.  Ahington,  Oct.  5,  1848. 


DISLOCATION  OF  THE  SHOULDEU. 

BY  G.  O.  JARVIS,  M.D. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.— Concluded  from  page  221.] 

To  comprehend  more  fully  the  difficulties  which  attend  reduction  con- 
ducted in  tliis  wise,  let  us  look  for  a  moment  at  the  effect  which  traction 
would  have  on  the  lacerated  capsule  ;  the  head  of  the  humerus  being 
on  the  outside,  and  the  laceration  being,  as  we  have  already  supposed 
lacerations  generally  to  be,  longitudinal.  What  would  be  the  effect  of 
an  extending  force,  applied  in  the  line  of  the  limb,  on  the  two  lacerated 
edges  of  this  capsule  ?    Would  it  not  be  to  approximate  the  two  edges 
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more  closely,  and  thus  tend  to  prevent  the  return  of  that  head  to  the 
glenoid  cavity  ?    1  ihink  it  would. 

Inasujuch  as  it  is  now  shown  (as  I  trust  it  is)  that  the  princij)h 
(whirh,  in  fact,  all  of  the  ordinary  tturans  involve,  for  reducinf;;  old 
lacerations  of  the  shoulder)  is  unphilosophical,  is  incorrect,  and  therefore 
both  the  principle  and  the  means  enip'oycd  are  frequently  inadequate 
to  aceoniplish  the  end,  it  may  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  show  what  1  re- 
gard as  tlie  true  principle,  the  correct  mode,  to  be  adopted,  to  reduce 
these  old  dislocations. 

The  true  principle,  then,  is  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  contractile  power 
of  the  muscles  to  reduce  a  dislocation  ;  and  tlius,  instead  of  having 
them  to  be  our  opponents,  as  they  confessedly  are,  from  beginning  to 
end — our  greatest  obstacles  in  the  way  of  reduction — to  have  them  our 
adjuvants,  our  assistants,  our  helpers.  This,  however,  has  long  been 
col]fessed,  indeed  held,  to  be  the  true  principle,  on  which  to  conduct  our 
efToits  in  reducing  dislocations.  But  how  has  it  been  acted  upon  ?  Has 
it  ever  been  applied?  Not  to  my  knowledge.  In  using  the  ordinary 
means,  what  do  we  more,  in  any  case,  than  to  hold  those  powerful  op- 
ponents (as  in  fact  we  make  them  to  be)  at  bay  ?  Nothing,  clearly 
noiliing  ;  even  so,  that  if  we  can  only  so  far  overcome  their  contractions, 
as  to  give  to  the  limb  its  full  length,  and  there  to  hold  it  during  our 
pleasure,  it  is  all  we  ever  expect,  or  seem  even  to  desire,  of  these  miglity 
agents  in  reducing  those  old  and  grave  luxtitions.  Tliis,  certainly,  is  not 
using  them  to  reduce  the  luxation  ;  it  is  only  using  them,  so  as  that  we 
may  by  other  means  reduce  it.  And  yet,  after  all  that  has  been  writ- 
ten and  talked  on  the  subject,  this  is  the  only  way  in  which  these  most 
powerful  agents  have  ever  been  employed  to  assist  in  overcoming  this 
most  formidable  class  of  injuries.  This,  surely,  "  is  talking  one  way 
and  doing  another." 

We  will,  however,  now  attempt  to  show  (and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will 
be  made  to  appear)  that,  to  adopt  the  method,  made  use  of  at  the  Ma- 
rine Hospital  in  Mobile,  is  to  en^ploy  the  principle  of  using  the  power 
of  the  muscles,  of  the  dislocated  limb,  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  the 
dislocation.  In  that  case,  we  made  use  of  extension  and  counter-ex- 
tension to  elongate  the  arm  in  order  to  bring  the  head  of  the  humerus 
out  to  a  line  widi  the  plane  of  the  glenoid,  ^re^«r«/ori/  to  reduction  ; 
and  also  that  the  muscles  might  receive  that  degree  of  tension,  which 
would  give  them  force  sufficient  to  reduce  the  dislocation.  We  also 
carried  the  arm  downward  and  forward  to  the  ribs,  while  our  friend,  by 
a  handkerchief,  forcibly  drew  the  head  of  the  bone  outward.  All  this 
was  preparatory  to  reduction.  The  humerus  was  thus  made  to  point 
directly  to  the  glenoid  cavity  ;  excepting  that  a  perfect  line  of  the  bone 
would  have  carried  the  head  a  little  outward  fi'om  the  cavity.  And 
now,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  momentum  to  the  shaft  of  tlie  bone, 
by  the  muscles  of  the  arm,  that  the  capsule  might  thus  receive  the  impe- 
tus of  a  blow,  from  the  head  of  the  bone  being  forcibly  driven  against 
it,  by  those  muscles,  the  catch  of  the  instrument  was  raised,  and  thus 
the  whole  force  was  let  fly  in  an  instant.    The  head  of  the  bone  was 
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driven  through  the  capsule,  on  the  same  principle  that  an  arrow  Is  driven 
into  a  hoard,  except  that  in  this  the  power  was  derived  from  muscles 
instead  of  an  elastic  how.  Tlius  was  that  dislocation  reduced,  entirely 
by  the  force  of  the  muscles  of  that  arm.  And  it  was  safely  reduced,  a* 
every  other  instance  has  been  where  1  have  made  the  attempt  in  this 
way.  Here,  then,  is  an  example,  where  a  dislocation  was  reduced  by 
the  muscles.  Indeed,  there  are  many  such.  1  must,  however,  be:g 
leave  to  examine  the  subject  still  furiher. 

II.  Reasons  ivhy  the  PuUies  should  not  be  used,  to  reduce  old  Dislo- 
cations of  the  Shoulder, 

Isl,  Because  they  operate  from  fxed  points — thus,  q/*  necessity ,  con- 
fining the  force  (substantially)  to  one  given  line.  That  this  is  wrong,  is 
obvious  from  the  circumstance  that  force  so  applied  can  never  be  used 
to  make  the  power  of  the  muscles  the  reducing  power ;  but  must  always, 
and  in  every  stage  of  the  operation,  make  them  to  be  the  opponents  o£ 
reduction,  to  overcome  which  (if  we  succeed)  we  have  the  greater  force 
in  some  other  way  to  employ — but  which  renders  our  success  altogether 
more  doubtful. 

2(1,  Because  force,  so  applied,  tends  to  depress  the  head  of  the  bone, 
rather  than  to  elevate  it,  through  every  stage  of  the  operation.  And 
this  tendency  is  overcome,  only  by  another  force  acting  transversely  to 
the  first.  Indeed,  force  so  applied,  presents  a  strong  impediment  to  the 
transverse  force,  and  just  so  far  as  they  are  opposing  forces.  This  also 
makes  reduction  doubtful,  because  it  tends  to  destroy  the  efficacy  of  the 
transverse  force. 

3d,  Because  force  so  applied  cannot  be  a  sure  and  ready  way  to  re- 
rupture  that  strong,  sero-fibrous  membrane,  the  capsular  ligament ;  with- 
out which,  the  head  of  the  bone  can  never  be  restored  to  the  glenoid 
cavity. 

For  these  reasons  do  I  regard  the  action  of  the  pullies,  in  reducing  old 
dislocations  of  the  shoulder  (and  I  might  add  many  others),  as  un philo- 
sophical, as  incorrect.  And,  I  doubt  not,  it  is  from  this  uncertainly  of 
their  want  of  success  arising  from  the  above  causes,  which  brought  them 
into  such  universal  discredit  in  the  days  of  J.  L.  Petit,  nearly  a  centuiy 
ago  ;  and  although  in  most  parts  of  the  world  their  use  has  to  some  ex- 
tent been  again  revived,  yet  there  is  no  part  where  they  have  been  held 
in  universal  esteem,  even  to  this  day.  There  is  none,  so  far  as  I  know, 
where  their  uncertainty  is  not  acknowledged.  They  appear  not  to 
have  come  into  general  use  after  their  first  introduction,  by  their  in- 
ventor, Vetruvius,  until  the  great  Pare  brought  them  into  notice  in  1582, 
after  which,  until  the  days  of  J.  L.  Petit  in  1750,  they  obtained  almost 
universal  sway.  Since  that  time,  however,  their  reputation  has  been  va- 
riable, uncertain,  much  according  to  the  character  of  the  company  in 
which  they  are  found,  and,  I  doubt  not,  from  the  causes  above  indicated. 

III.  Reasons  why  physical  force  should  not  be  depended  on,  to  re- 
duce old  Dislocations  of  the  Shoulder. 

1st,  Because,  in  many  instances,  it  is  like  that  of  the  pullies ;  except 
that  it  is  not  so  steady,  nor  so  uniform,  and  therefore  not  so  much  to  be 
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dependc'fl  on,  ns  even  the  j>nl!ies.  Yet  \vliere  the  heel  of  the  surgeon 
is  used  as  a  fiilcruin  in  the  axilla,  for  the  liuineius  as  the  lever,  the  force  eui- 
ployed  is  ihen  unlike  tliat  of  the  puhies,  and  is  not  only  more  certain  of 
success  hy  the'  suf^^feon's  lio!fiir.<r  at  his  coniniand  a  ^^reater  force  at  the  head 
of  (lie  bone,  to  act  transversely,  hut  it  is  also  more  dangerous  to  the- 
axillary  artery,  and  cruel  to  the  patient — two  considerations  w  Inch  will 
ever  govern  the  benevoh'nt  mind,  in  its  conduct  lowarcis  the  alHicted. 

Although  it  may  be  regarded  as  the  m<ost  certain  of  the  two,  -till 
this  is  very  far  fiom  being  a  reasonably  sure  n:ode,  as  every  day's  expe- 
rience proves.  Nor  is  it  safe,  oi-coirect.  so  to  apply  foi'ce.  instances  liave 
occurred,  in  which,  by  this  means,  the  axillary  artery  has  been  ruptured, 
and  so  indeed  has  it  been  by  the  puilies  ;  yet  in  this,  much  according 
to  the  amount  of  force  employed,  is  the  danger  increased.  I  have 
beard  tell  (for  1  nev{>r  saw  it)  of  surgeons  banging  their  patients  on  the 
top  of  a  door,  and  even  of  appending  their  own  weight  to  the  arm  of 
the  patient,  and  |)crhaps  the  weight  of  another  person  also  to  his  heels. 
I  liave  said  to  myself,  so  much  for  his  mecliamcs,  to  say  nothing  of  his 
knowledge  of  anatomy. 

The  physical  force  which  operates  to  produce  traction  on  the  arm.  is 
necessarily  attended  wilii  all  the  inefficiency,  the  unsteadiness,  the  un- 
certainty, which  generally  characleiize  manual  effort,  persisted  in  for  a 
long  time  ;  and  therefore,  if  for  no  other  reason,  the  greater  force  which 
the  surgeon  holds  at  command  over  the  bead  of  the  bone,  becomes  use- 
less to  himself;  and  especially  he  does  not  in  this  way,  in  the  least,  use  the 
power  of  the  muscles,  by  which  to  accomplish  bis  end.  Tiiis  alone 
(when  they  can  be  so  used)  is  condemnation  enough,  to  give  that  mode 
the  go-by." 

IV.  Reasons  why  the  Adjuster  should  he  used,  to  reduce  Dislocations 
of  the  Shoulder. 

Jn  advocatin<^  the  use  of  this  instrument,  I  beg  I  mav  not  be  viewed 
with  a  jealous  eye.  I  have  simply  related  the  process  (and  given  my 
reasons  for  it)  by  which  an  operation  was  performed  witli  it.  I  have 
told  a  simple  tale,  and  the  gentlemen  herein  named  are  my  witnesses ; 
and  my  apology  is  yet  due  to  them,  for  thus  bringing  their  names  before 
the  public,  without  their  knowledge.  But  their  known  love  of  the 
profession,  their  high  and  honorable  character  as  gentlemen,  wishing  to 
see  justice  done  and  truth  advanced,  are  my  apologies  to  them,  for  what 
I  have  written.  If  one  word  should  be  found,  not  perfectly  agreeable 
to  truth  and  their  feelings,  it  will,  with  me,  be  a  source  of  regret  to  my 
last  breath.  My  object  in  this  lias  been  to  benefit  surgery.  Indeed 
this  has  been  my  object  from  the  begiiming,  in  arranging  the  instrument 
by  which  this  and  many  other  important  operations  have  been  performed. 
And  now,  after  all  the  toil  and  expc^nse  which  I  have  been  obliged  to 
forego,  my  chief  consolation  is,  the  conviction  that  well  does  it  fulfil  the 
ends  for  which  it  was  designed,  if  correctly  used  ;  and,  that  if  surgeons 
now  fail,  as  heretofore,  to  accomplish  those  ends  with  elegance  and  skill, 
which  this  instrunient  (as  it  is  now  acknowledged)  is  well  calculated  to 
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fulfil,  tlie  fault  is  all  their  own.  The  reader  will,  however,  excuse  me 
for  tfjis  digression.    We  will  now  give  our  attention  to  the  reasons,  cic. 

Isl,  Because  it  is  the  only  means,  up  to  the  present  time,  by  which 
the  power  of  the  imiscles  can  be  so  directed  as  to  become,  thereby,  the 
reducing  power.  And  also  because,  if  need  be,  we  can  seize  the  proximal, 
instead  of  the  distal,  end  of  ilje  bone,  to  reduce  it.  This  last  reason  we 
cannot,  at  present,  spare  the  time  to  prove  by  an  example. 

2d,  S^ecau«;e,  in  consequence  of  its  allowing  this  great  liberty  of  mo- 
tion to  the  limb,  it  thereby  secures  to  the  surgeon  greater  promise  of  suc- 
cess, while  it  is  also  less  severe,  and  attended  with  less  danger  to  the 
patient. 

3d,  Because  tlie  whole  operation  is  completely  under  the  direction, 
and  at  all  times  subject  to  the  control,  of  the  surgeon — he  never  requiring 
the  aid  of  more  than  one  assistant,  and  generally  not  even  that. 

4th,  Because  it  fuinishes  tiie  surgeon  at  all  times  with  a  means  ready 
of  application,  and  which  can  be  just  as  conveniently  and  successfully 
used  in  the  bed-chamber,  in  a  ship,  in  the  field,  or  indeed  in  any  place 
where  the  person  injured  can  be  approached,  as  the  means  which  are 
usually  (bund  can  be  applied  in  a  well-furnished,  well-regulated  hospital, 
but  far  more  effectively. 

It  now  only  remains  to  show,  that  the  two  stages  of  a  dislocation, 
recent  and  old^  are  not  only  distinct  from  each  other,  when  fully  formed, 
but  that  they  require  different  modes  of  treatment  to  fulfil  the  indications 
which  belong  to  each  one  in  particular.  From  what  has  already  been  shown, 
while  tile  subject  bus  been  under  consideration,  this  principle  (for  it  may 
be  regarded  as  a  principle)  may  be  viewed  almost  in  the  light  of  a  self- 
evident  proposition  ;  requiring  no  argument  to  prove  it.  But,  lest  some 
should  be  found  who  still  do  not  so  consider  it,  we  will  devote  a  few 
lines  to  this  part  of  our  subject. 

This  division,  then,  is  founded  on  changes  which  are  well  known  to 
take  place  after  every  dislocation,  ])rovided  such  displacements  be  not 
soon  reduced.  They  are  chiefly  the  result  of  the  laws  of  reparation 
in  the  animal  economy,  and  of  relaxation,  as  the  consequence  of  over- 
distention  of  the  muscles.  J\ow  it  is  obvious  that  these  changes  cannot 
take  place  without  at  once  establishing  a  difference  of  pathological  con- 
dition "  wide  as  the  poles.''  In  the  one  case,  we  have  only  displace- 
ment, laceration  of  ligaments,  and  over-distention  of  muscles.  In  the 
other,  we  have  displacement,  the  lacerated  ligament  as  much  as  possible 
repaired,  yet  so  as  to  confine  the  head  of  the  bone  securely  in  its  abnor- 
mal position  ;  and,  also,  in  addition  to  over-distention,  we  have  relaxa- 
tion, paralysis  of  some  of  the  muscles  and  a  rigid  contraction  of  others. 
This  difference,  surely,  is  immense ;  it  is  substantial,  and  may  well  be 
the  basis  on  which  to  found  the  two  stages  spoken  of  above. 

That  this  difference  should,  necessarily,  require  a  difference  also  in 
treatment,  will,  I  trust,  no  longer  be  questioned.  The  one,  it  will  be 
seen,  usually  requires  little  more  than  extension  and  counter-extension 
to  reduce  it  ;  the  other,  much  more.  In  it,  extension  and  counter-ex- 
tension can  only  be  used  as  a  means — a  necessary  means,  to  be  sure — to 
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prepare  for  reduction.  The  operation  of  reduction  is  all  an  after  pro- 
cess. The  excmiples  given  in  the  use  of  the  adjuster,  are  fair  iihistra- 
lions  of  this  fact. 

A  dislocation  cannot,  usually,  in  a  strict  sense,  he  said  to  be  old,  until 
it  has  existed  full  five  weeks.  All  the  inipcdinienls  to  reduction  are  not, 
commonly,  fully  formed  before  ihat  period  has  elapsed  ;  although,  it  is 
obvious,  diiBculties  accumulate  from  the  beginning,  as  a  luxation  is  suf- 
fered to  remain  unreduced,  but  not  frequently  so  that  it  cannot  be  re- 
duced by  the  old  and  ordinary  means.  After  that  period,  however,  re- 
duction, for  reaso::s  already  given,  b(5Conjes  very  floubtful  by  them.  It  is 
my  belief,  from  the  little  experience  I  have  had,  that  difliculties  do  not 
increase  after  the  above  period  of  five  weeks,  as  they  do  before.  I  have 
recently  had  reported  to  me  a  case  of  dislocation  of  the  shoulder,  which 
had  existed  for  four  years,  which  was  reduced  by  the  adjuster.  It  comes 
to  me  so  well  authenticated,  that  I  cannot  doubt  it.  Indeed,  from  what 
I  had  previously  seen,  1  could  not  deny  its  probability — for  the  only 
question  in  my  mind  with  regard  to  it,  was,  Is  the  glenoid  cavity  so  far 
obliterated  by  absorption,  as  to  leave  not  a  sufficient  surface  on  which 
the  head  could  be  retained  ?  This  question  was  with  me  at  once  an- 
swered, on  re-calling  to  my  recollection,  a  morbid  specimen  which  was 
shown  to  me  in  the  London  Hospital,  by  that  excellent  gentleman  and 
accomplished  surgeon,  Mr.  Luke.  It  was  a  speciinen  of  morbid  anato- 
my, in  which,  if  I  recollect  rightly,  as  near  as  could  be  ascertained,  the 
subject  of  it  had  his  shoulder  dislocated  about  eighteen  years  before  death, 
and  it  had  remained  to  his  last  hour  unre(!uced.  The  head  of  the  hu- 
merus was  thrown  forward  of  the  glenoid  cavity,  and  rested  against  the 
anterior  margin  of  that  cavity,  a  little  under  and  against  the  corocoid 
process  of  the  scapula.  It  had  occupied  that  position  so  long,  that  by 
attrition,  a  deep  fissure  or  fossa  liad  been  made  in  the  head  of  the  hu- 
merus, and  a  corresponding  abrasion  from  the  anterior  margin  of  the 
cavity,  against  which  the  head  had  rested.  But  wlnU  was  most  singu- 
lar, notwithstanding  this  constant  wearing  away  of  parts,  which  came  in 
contact,  the  other  portions  of  the  glenoid  cavity  appeared  to  be  veiy  little 
changed  ;  so  that,  apparently,  had  no  portion  of  the  glenoid  margin 
been  worn  away  by  attrition,  the  glenoid  cavity  would  have  remained 
almost  jierfect,  during  the  whole  eighteen  years  of  luxation. 

I  ought  here,  also,  to  state,  that  my  friend  showed  me  another  speci- 
men, which  was  in  every  respect  the  reverse  of  what  has  just  been 
stated.  This,  too,  was  a  specimen  of  a  dislocated  shoulder — which,  if  I 
recollect  rightly,  had  taken  place  scarcely  a  year  previous  to  death,  cer- 
tainly not  exceeding  a  year  and  a  half.  But  yet,  there  was  remaining 
of  the  cavity  only  a  very  small  portion  ;  nearly  the  whole  of  it  had  been 
absorbed  within  the  year,  or  eighteen  months,  and  there  was  not  re- 
maining sufficient  to  retain  the  head  of  the  humerus  on  its  surface  under 
any  circumstances. 

It  may  be  difficult  to  account  for  such  diversity  in  the  process  of  ab- 
sorption, in  different  cases  ;  but  from  what  I  have  observed,  I  have  been 
led  to  the  opinion,  that  this  difference  is  chiefly  dependent  on  the  degree 
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of  ir.nnmmation  which  may  succeed  to  each  kixation.  If,  for  instance, 
a  d!>loc;uion  is  succeeded  by  great  sv, eliing,  pain  and  inflaniniation,  and 
this  condition  of  the  pails  continues  for  a  lung  time,  absorption  of  a  por- 
tion of  the  socket  of  that  joint  would  most  likely  be  a  consequence  of 
such  a  pathological  condition  ;  nor  wciuld  it.  very  likely,  be  long  delayed. 
But  if,  on  the  contrary,  very  litile  swelhng,  pain,  or  inflammation,  suc- 
ceed to  such  injury  (and  it  liequently  does  so  happen,  as  I  have  had  op- 
portunity to  know)  I  see  no  good  reason  to  expect  that  any  material 
change  would  be  likely  soon  to  take  place  in  the  bony  structure  of  that 
joint.  In  all  congenital  luxations,  as  for  as  I  have  had  opportunity  to 
obs^M  ve,  the  socket  is  never  absorbed,  although  existing  through  a  long 
life.  This  principle  is  so  well  settled,  that  M.  Guerin,  of  Paris,  told  m© 
that  he  had  reduced  a  number  of  such  dislocations  of  the  hip  of  many 
years  standing  ;  and  one  case  I  saw  in  his  oflice,  of  a  girl  eight  years 
of  age,  who  had  congenital  luxation  of  both  hips,  and  whom  he  had 
prepared  by  division  of  tendons  for  reduction.  I  regret  not  having  been 
able  to  witness  the  o'peration,  as  I  was  obliged  to  leave  Paris  before  the 
attempt  w^as  to  be  made  ;  but  I  have  since  incidentally  heard,  that  he 
succeeded  also  with  that  case.  For  the  above  reasons,  1  hold  that  many- 
very  old  dislocations  ma}^  he  safely  reduced.  Indeed,  I  am  convinced 
that  entirely  new  rules  should  be  speedily  settled  with  regard  to  them,  in 
the  science  of  surgery. 


CASES  OF  LITHOTOMY,  FROM  MY  «  NOTK  "  BOOK. 
[Communicated  for  tlie  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Abernethy  says,  The  best  mode  of  obtaining  and  extending  medical 
and  surgical  knowledge  is,  in  my  opinion,  to  pay  that  strict  attention  to 
diseases,  which  qualifies  us  to  note  even  the  slightest  shades  of  difference 
that  distinguish  them  from  each  other."  I  have  endeavored,  so  far  as 
practicable,  to  avail  myself  of  recording  cases  to  this  end.  From  the 
numerous  cases  in  surgery  as  well  as  in  medicine,  that  I  have  had  oppor- 
tunities of  witnessing,  I  have  selected  for  publication,  provided  it  meet 
with  your  approbation,  those  cases  which  your  readers  may  probably 
regard  as  being  sufficiently  interesting  to  command  their  perusal. 

In  accordance  with  the  invitation  of  Dr.  *  to  accompany  him  and 
assist  in  the  operation  of  lithotomy  upon  a  gentleman  living  on  the 
eastern  side  of  the  city,  1  attended  him,  who,  with  Dr.  * — *,  professor 

of  surgery,  and  Dr.  ,  also  Mr.  *  *  *,  a  fellow  student,  completed 

the  party  of  operator  and  his  assistants.  We  arrived  at  the  house  where 
the  patient  "  lived  "  or  sojourned,  at  about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening. 
We  found  him  sitting  in  an  "  easy  "  chair,  by  the  fire,  waiting  for  our 
arrival.  He  was  a  gentleman,  I  should  suppose  to  have  been  from  50  to 
55  years  of  age,  tall  in  stature  and  of  fair  proportions,  although  not  at 
all  rounded  with  flesh.  From  the  glare  of  light,  and  no  doubt  "  ner- 
vousness "  and  a  peculiar  paleness  in  the  expression  of  his  countenance, 
superinduced  by  a  degree  of  mental  anxiety  always  attendant  upon  thi? 
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operation,  it  is  impossible  to  speak  exactly,  but  I  should  judge  him  to 
have  been  of  seio-lyiiiphatic  temperament.  After  a  few  preliiiiinary 
remarks,  not  at  all  bearing  on  his  case,  and  he  had  in  a  measure  becouje 
reconciled  to  our  presence,  it  was  proposed  to  proceed  \\  ill)  the  operation. 
His  person  having  been  divested  of  his  nether  garments,  he  was  placed 
and  secured  in  the  desired  position  for  performing  the  operation.  A 

sound"  was  introduced  into  the  bladder  by  Dr.  **,  wiio  imniedialely 
inforriied  us  that  he  fdt  the  stone.  Re-assuring  himself  on  this  point, 
he  applied  the  end  of  the  sound  to  his  ear,  and  distinctly  heard  the 
"clicking"  of  the  steel  sound,  striking  a^^-'ainst  the  calculus.  Piofessor 
* — *  then  took  the  sound,  and  making  a  most  cartful  exan)ination,  he 
as  distinctly  "  felt  "  the  presence,  and  heard  the  concussion  of  the  in- 
strument upon  the  stone,  as  did  the  gentleman  preceding  him.  The 

sound  v\'as  then  passed  into  the  hands  of  Dr.  ,  who,  after  the 

most  deliberate,  1  may  say.  elaborate  seaich  and  auscultation  combined, 
confirmed  the  two  previous  examinations.  Mr.  *  *  *  coincided  in  the 
result  of  their  deliberations,  and  J,  the  youngest  in  the  mysteries  of 
medicine  and  surgery,  was  invited  to  make  an  examination.  1  am  com- 
pelled to  be  frank  in  the  matter ;  my  tympanum  and  portio  mollis  were 
so  obtuse,  that  I  could  hear  but  a  gurgling,  rumbling  sound  in  the  poor 
patient's  agitated  bowels.  1  did  not  make  an  examination  to  feel  the 
stone.  Not  wishing  to  appear  dull,  I  looked  wise  (so  far  as  I  was  able), 
and  the  operation  was  then  proceeded  with. 

If  I  may  be  permitted  to  digress,  this  and  several  other  cases  have 
somewhat  shaken  my  credence  in  the  powers  of  auscultation  by  prac- 
titioners generally,  A  dearly-esteemed  friend  of  mine  recently  died. 
His  disease  was  a  softening  of  the  substance  of  the  brain,  extending  to 
sujjpuration,  which  his  stetlioscopic  examiners  (eminent  men)  attributed 
to,  and  treated  for  seven  years,  as  a  diseased  liver !  A  post-mortem 
examination  demonstrated  that  this  organ,  with  the  abdominal  and  tho- 
racic viscera,  were  in  a  perfect  state.  The  only  peisons  that  1  have 
ever  met  with,  possessing  "an  ear"  for  auscultation  and  stetlioscopic 
exatninations,  are  our  much-esteemed  and  distinguished  practitioners,  Dr. 
F.  U.  .Johnson  and  Dr.  Swett,  of  this  city.  Two  years'  zealous  applica- 
tion to  the  study  of  the  use  of  the  stethoscope  and  auscultation,  with 
a  good  "  ear  "  for  nmsic,  too,  enabled  me  to  distinguish  for  a  "  burring" 
sound  in  the  left  lung  (the  side  upon  which  I  had  my  ear),  the  rolling  of 
a  fire  engine  down  the  street. 

To  proceed  with  the  operation.  The  sound  was  withdrawn,  and  a 
grooved  Stan  introduced  of  course  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder.  A 
semicircular  incision  was  then  made  by  the  side  of  the  raphe  of  the  peri- 
neum, in  accordance  with  the  rules  laid  down  and  piactised  in  the 
lateral  operation.  The  gorget  was  then  pointed  towards  and  directed 
into  the  groove  of  the  staff,  and  was  at  once  carried,  in  its  proper  po- 
sition, into  the  bladder,  making  a  full-sized  and  neat  incision.  A  small 
quantity  of  urine  escaped.  A  few  seconds  were  allowed  to  elapse  before 
again  proceeding,  and  a  small  quantity  of  well-diluted  wine  was  at  his 
own  desire  administered  to  the  patient.    The  gorget  was  immediately 
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wil!uiia\\'n,  :\ud  the  stafi  pnrtially  so — forceps  were  tlien  inlroduced  for 
the  purpose  of  st  izinij;  hoid  of  the  calcuUis.  ll  could  not  he  found 
with  the  forceps  afler  the  most  diligent  search  and  propeily-applied 
inanipulalirMif-;.  [^•(^^"e^•sor  * — *  tlien  tried  liis  skill  ;  and  notwithstanding 
his  well-known  dexterity  in  these  cases,  he  met  with  no  hetler  success. 

Dr.    took  the  instrument,  and  his  talent  in  this  particular  was 

attended  with  the  same  result.  "It  was  slran;j:e  "  ;  "it  was  very  singu- 
lar"; "(-ouid  it  he  imnicmhrated  in  the  villous  coat?"  and  many  other 
corresponding  remaiks,  were  made  sotte  voce  during  the  embarrassment 
of  the  position.  The  sound  was  again  put  into  requisition,  hut  it  now 
refused  to  strike  or  touch  the  storie,  and  auscultation  failefl  to  discover  its 
remotest  w  liereabouts.  Disappointed  and  vexed  at  not  finding  the  calculus, 
every  expedient  at  hand  w  as  exhibited  :  the  "  scoop  "  swept  round 
tlie  cavity  of  t!ie  bladder,  without  "fishing"  any  calculus  or  fragments; 
and  other  Uicans  were  equally  unsuccessful.  It  was  finally  assigned,  as 
a  cause  for  the  apparent  absence  of  the  stone,  that  it  liad  become  im- 
membrated  in  the  villous  coat  of  the  bladder,  and  was  thereby  tied 
down  to  its  position,  and  that  where  the  sound  had  struck  upon  the  cal- 
culus, was  a  spot  not  entirely  covered,  which  had  now  altered  its  posi- 
tion. U])wards  of  an  hour  had  elapsed  in  performing  this  painful  and 
futile  operation.  The  patient  was  much  exhausted,  and  wine  and  other 
stimulants  were  administered.  What  the  treatment  was  during  the  en- 
suing three  days,  1  am  not  aware.  When  the  patient  died,  with  much 
difficidty  permission  was  obtained  to  make  a  post-rnoriem  examination, 

which  was  done  eighteen  hours  after  death.    Dr.  *     Dr.   and 

myself  attended  for  this  purpose.  I  regret  that  my  notes  do  not  ex- 
tend into  the  detail  of  the  examination,  our  anxiety  being  more  intent 
in  ascertaining  the  reason  for  the  failure.  The  heart  was  healthy,  if  in- 
cipient ossification  going  on  in  the  valves  be  excepted.  The  lungs  were 
sound  in  every  particular,  as  also  was  the  liver.  The  intestines  were 
•  filled  with  very  fetid  flatus,  but  their  tont  ensemble  was  healthy.  The 
kidneys,  their  ureters,  and  tlie  bladder,  including  prostate  gland,  with  a 
portion  of  the  urethra,  we  smuggled  away,  for  a  more  careful  examina- 
tion at  another  time — which  resulted,  with  the  exception  of  an  induration 
of  the  prostate  gland,  and  the  usual  inflammation  superinduced  by  the 
operation,  in  finding  the  whole  apparatus  in  a  perfectly  healthy  state. 

1  believe  there  are  authorities  for  sitnilar  cases.  Dr.  Mott,  in  his 
lectures,  if  my  memory  serves  me  right,  often  mentioned  them. 

Two  cases  of  lithotomy,  perlbrmed  in  the  City  Hospital  by  my  pre- 
ceptor. Dr.  J.  C.  Cheesman,  I  consider,  one  case,  as  being  remarkable. 
The  operation  in  either  case  was  performed  with  all  the  well-know  n 
skill  of  this  gentleman.  The  patients  were  of  the  same  age,  about  5  years. 
The  one  attenuated,  enfeebled,  and  "  worn  down  "  by  its  sufferings  ; 
the  other  a  robust,  plethoric  child.  The  first  died  seven  days  after  the 
operation.  It  never  roused  from  its  lethargic  state  fiom  the  moment  it 
was  placed  under  the  nuise's  care.  Its  heart-rending,  agonized  excla- 
mation still  rings  in  my  ears — "  Pray  good  Mr.  Doctor  let  me  go,  my 
heart  is  breaking."    Whilst  tlie  other,  availing  himself  of  the  first  oppor- 
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tunity,  slipped  out  of  bed,  and  was  off  playing  in  the  Hospital  grounds, 
and  never  went  to  l)ed  again  but  for  his  natuial  rest.  It  was  necessary 
to  excise  the  prepuce  in  consequence  o(  j)hi/7nosis  supervetiing,  much  to 
the  mortification  of  the  liltle  fellow,  who  could  not  he  convinced  that  the 
doctor  had  not  made  a  girl  of  iiim.  A.  C.  Castlk,  M.D., 

New  York,  Oct.  1 ,  1 848.  Surgeon  Dentist. 


CASE  OF  CONCUSSION  OF  THE  BRAIN. 

BY  WILLIAM    D.    BARNKTT,  M.D.,    OF    PINE    BLUFF,  ARKANSAS, 

On  the  1st  of  August,  1847,  while  sitting  in  church,  my  attention  was 
drawn  to  a  man  behind  me,  who  liad  apparently  fainted  ;  his  attending 
physician,  who  was  near,  called  on  me  for  assistance.  At  the  time  I 
made  no  inquiry  into  the  history  of  the  case,  but  set  to  work  endeavoring 
to  relieve  him  of  the  present  alurming  condition. 

The  patient  was  nearly  pulseless  at  the  wrist,  but  the  carotids  were 
in  violent  action  ;  his  eyes  presented  a  wild  and  furious  appearance  ; 
the  flexor  muscles  of  the  upper  and  lower  extremities  were  thrown  into 
powerful  contraction,  and  occasionally  he  would  ulter  a  deep  and  ago- 
nizing groan,  and  grind  his  teeth  powerfully  together.  A  vein  in  the 
arm  was  opened,  the  blood  ran  out  slowly  at  first,  but  gradually  increas- 
ed ;  with  this  increased  flow  of  blood  (when  about  a  pint  had  been 
taken)  the  pulse  rose  and  gained  considerably  in  volume  and  strength. 
The  vein  was  allowed  to  remain  open  until  sixty-four  ounces  of  blood 
had  run  out,  when  the  pulse  was  reduced,  and  all  the  alarming  symptoms 
disappeared.  Cold  water  poured  upon  the  head  was  used  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  bleeding. 

After  relief  was  obtained,  he  was  conducted  home,  and  I  heard  no 
more  from  him  until  about  the  26th  of  the  same  month,  when  1  called  to 
iice  him. 

On  inquiry,  it  was  stated  that  in  IVIay  last,  while  in  a  fit  of  intoxica- 
tion, he  had  fallen  from  his  horse  and  received  a  severe  shock,  from 
which  he  did  not  recover  for  several  minutes.  From  this  time  up  to  the 
6th  of  July  he  sufl^ered  from  intense  pain  in  the  head.  Anterior  to  this 
time,  he  had  no  manifestations  of  any  derangement  of  the  brain.  He  in- 
herits no  predisposition  to  mental  derangement.  The  pain  increased  up 
to  the  8th  of  July,  when  he  had  a  fit  similar  to  the  one  in  which  we 
first  found  him.  He  had  frequent  attacks  of  this  kind,  but  would  par- 
tially recover  from  them  and  go  about  his  business.  During  the  whole 
time  his  countenance  wore  the  expression  of  some  aberration  of  mind, 
and  any  excitement  or  sudden  emotion  would  throw  him  into  the  apo- 
plectic condition  alluded  to. 

His  present  condition  (16tli  of  August)  is  very  different  from  the  one 
we  have  described,  and  is  tiuly  a  singular  one.  He  is  lying  upon  his 
back  sleeping,  and  talking  continually  of  things  that  he  has  seen  within 
the  last  three  years,  his  thoughts  not  running  upon  anything  or  circum- 
stance prior  to  this  time.    He  is  now  relating,  in  the  most  pathetic  man- 
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ner,  the  story  of  his  love  and  courtship  with  a  young  lady  to  whom  he 
had  formerly  i)aid  his  addresses.  It  seems  to  bear  heavily  upon  his  mind, 
and,  in  all  probability,  had  some  influence  in  the  development  of  his 
disease.  He  would  often  imai^ine  himself  in  Tennessee,  his  native  State, 
surrounded  by  his  fiiends,  to  whom  he  would  recount  the  scenes  he  had 
witnessed  in  Arkansas,  and  would  frequently,  in  a  ludicrous  manner, 
express  Ills  fears  concerning  the  physician  who  attended  him  in  Arkansas, 
saying,  "  that  the  cows  would  some  day  ceitainly  eat  him  up,  on  ac- 
count of  his  resemblance  to  grass.'^  Wiicn  he  was  talking,  his  arms 
were  in  constant  motion.  For  several  moments  he  would  cease  talking, 
when  the  pulse  would  be  strong  and  full,  but  would  gradually  get  slower 
and  weaker,  until  it  could  scarcely  be  felt  at  the  wrist.  At  this  moment 
he  would  suddenly  spring  up  and  commence  mocking  a  pel  squirrel 
which  he  once  owned,  and  after  imitating  this  animal  for  awhile,  he 
would  commence  dancini,^  going  through  every  step,  and  giving  orders 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  dance  should  be  conducted.  He  would 
frequently  sing,  and,  in  his  imagination,  play  the  violin  ;  this  was  a  sen- 
sitive point  with  him,  upon  which  he  was  a  monomaniac. 

Upon  one  occasion,  while  he  was  singing,  a  musical-box  was  placed  to 
his  ear.  The  music  threw  him  into  ecstacy  ;  he  sprang  from  his  bed, 
and  in  a  loud  voice  cried  out,  '^plaij  on  /"  Such  was  the  excitement 
produced,  that  I  was  fearful  he  would  never  recover  from  it.  The  in- 
strument had  to  be  taken  out  of  the  room,  and  the  patient  waked  up. 
When  aroused  he  was  rational.  He  was  not  conscious  of  having  talked 
any  while  sleeping,  but  was  aware  he  had  been  dreaming  about  the  sub- 
jects mentioned  to  him,  and  felt  very  much  mortified  when  he  was  told 
that  he  had  recited  everything  he  knew.  He  would  remark  that  he 
"  would  not  do  so  atjain,"  but  even  while  conversini^  he  would  fall  to 
sleep  and  commence  talking  as  he  had  done  before.  He  would  remain 
quiet  longer  upon  either  side  than  upon  his  back.  Tliere  was  extrema 
drowsiness.  The  carotid  arteries  were  in  violent  action,  and  the  face 
presented  a  full  and  florid  appearance  ;  his  pulse  (v^hen  aroused)  was 
rather  tense  and  frequent.  The  eyes  had  a  fiery  look  ;  there  was  but 
little  fever  ;  the  bowels  were  costive  ;  appetite  good. 

He  was  bled  to  twenty  ounces,  and  t^venty  grains  of  calomel  given, 
followed  in  five  hours  by  a  dose  of  sulphate  of  magnesia.  A  stimulating 
foot-bath  was  directed  to  be  used  every  night  and  morning ;  a  seton  was 
placed  in  the  back  of  the  neck.  Tlie  bowels  to  be  kept  open  with 
calomel,  rhubarb  and  jalap.  The  patient  to  be  l)led  whenever  there 
is  any  pain  in  the  head,  or  any  other  symptoms  of  a  determination  of 
blood  to  the  brain  ;  his  diet  to  be  light,  and  not  to  expose  himself  to  the 
sun.  Two  days  afterwards,  I  visited  the  patient  and  found  him  much 
better.  He  talks  less  in  his  sleep,  and  is  altogether  more  tranquil  than 
before.  There  has  also  been  a  remnrkable  change  in  his  disposition — 
he  being  no  longer  the  jovial  and  frolicksome  man  he  formerly  was,  but 
entertains  serious  thoughts  concerning  rt^ligion  ;  and  seeming  perfectly 
conscious  of  his  danger.  The  antiphlogistic  treatment  was  continued, 
and  the  seton  directed  to  be  frequently  moved. 
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In  the  course  of  a  month  I  agnin  saw  him,  when  hp  told  me  that  he 
feh  as  well  as  he  had  ever  done  in  his  life,  lie  had  lost  the  maniacal 
expression  of  his  eyes,  and  no  longer  t.dks  in  his  sleep. 

In  Octoher  he  rode  twelve  miles  lo  see  and  hid  me  adieu  previous  to 
his  startin^^  for  Tennessee.  At  this  lim-;  he  preserHed  no  syinpioms  what- 
ever of  disease,  and  1  am  inclined  to  i)e!ie\  e  that,  with  projier  prudence, 
he  will  not  have  a  return  of  this  singular  and  distressinir  affection. 

From  want  of  sufficient  evidence,  I  reject  the  idea  of  the  disease  be- 
ing hereditary,  but  re^^ard  it  as  depcjident  u|»on  an  unnatural  determina- 
tion of  blood  to  the  brain,  consequent  upon  the  injury  which  he  had 
received.  In  conclusion,  the  history  of  the  case,  the  symjHoms  and  the 
effect  of  the  treatment,  justify  the  conclusion  that  it  was  a  case  of  con- 
cussion of  the  brain. —  Western  Journal  of  Medicine. 


THE  LATE  BARON  DERZELIUS. 

Tins  distinfjuished  chemist,  the  father  of  analytical  chemistry,  expired 
on  the  7th  of  August,  at  Stockholm.  Baron  Berzelius  was  born  on  the 
20th  of  August,  1779,  in  Ostergothland,  in  Sweden,  of  a  respectable 
family.  At  the  age  of  17  he  entered  the  University  of  Upsala,  where 
he  made  a  rapid  progress  in  his  studies,  particularly  his  favorite  science 
— chemistry  ;  after  passing  the  necessary  exuminntions,  he  received  his 
diploma  of  Doctor  in  IMedicine  in  1804,  and  was  appointed  Medicinae 
et  Pharmacis  Adjunctus  at  the  Collegium  Medicum  at  Stockholm,  and 
gave  instruction  in  chemistry  to  young  students,  and,  on  account  of  his 
small  income,  was  obliged  to  practise  occasionally  as  a  physician.  In 
1807  he  was  appointed  Medicinse  et  Pharmaciae  Professor,  and  in  the 
same  year  he  instituted,  in  conjunction  with  seven  other  eminent  men, 
the  Sweflish  Medical  Society  at  Stockholm,  now  a  most  flourishing  in- 
stitution, and  constituting  the  very  heart  of  the  medical  profession  in 
Sweden. 

In  1808  he  was  made  a  member  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Science, 
in  1810  officiated  as  president,  and  in  1818  as  perpetual  secretary.  On 
the  occasion  of  holding  this  appointment  for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  a 
dinner  was  given  in  the  Academy  by  the  members  to  this  distinguished 
savant,  which  was  presided  over  by  his  present  majesty,  then  the  crown 
prince,  who,  on  proposing  the  health  of  Berzelius,  expressed  his  grateful 
acknowledgment  of  his  own  obligations  to  Berzelius  for  the  valuable 
private  instruction  he  had  received  from  him  in  his  yoimger  days.  In 
the  same  year  he  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Board,  of  which,  at  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  the  senior  member. 
As  a  proof  of  the  magnitude  of  his  laborious  pursuits,  it  may  be  suffi- 
cient to  mention  that  he  first  developed  the  electro-chemical  system,  and 
that  he  has  also  examined  and  minutely  described  the  atomic  theory  of 
the  elementary  bodies.  He  discovered  and  examined  several  great 
classes  of  chemical  combinations,  as,  for  instance,  the  different  degrees 
in  which  sulphur  combines  with  fluoric  acid,  with  platinum,  columbium, 
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vanadium,  tellurium  and  phosphorus,  the  sulphates,  &:c.  In  organic  che- 
mistry he  has  no  less  distinguished  liimself  by  his  experiments;  and,  pro- 
))erly  speaking,  he  has  laid  the  foundation  of  vc>geta!)!e  and  animal  che- 
mistry ;  more  particularly  the  latter.  As  regards  chemical  analysi'^,  the 
highest  mei'its  are  due  ;o  him,  for  having  arranged  a  new  and  generally- 
adopted  chemical  nomenclature.  His  works,  which  have  been  fni-  the 
most  part  translated  into  the  English,  I'rench,  German,  Itahan,  Spanish 
and  Pohsh  lan(run"es,  are  so  numerous  and  votum.inous,  that,  considering 
the  accuracy  with  which  everything  is  desciihed,  it  appears  to  be  ahiiost 
a  wonder  how  one  man,  wh()se  time,  besides,  is  occupied  by  a  great 
amount  of  ofticial  duties,  has  been  able  to  accomplish  such  a  mass  of 
scientific  publications. 

Berzelius  had  received  from  his  Majesty  King  Charles  John  many 
marks  of  high  distinction:  he  was  created  a  nobleman  in  181S,  a  Baron 
in  1835,  Knight  Commander  of  the  Royal  Order  of  Wasa  in  1821, 
and  Grand  Cross  of  the  same  order  in  1829;  he  was  a  Knight  of  the 
Royal  Swedish  order  of  the  Polar  Star,  and  of  several  foreign  orders 
received  from  the  Emperor  of  Russia  and  the  Kings  of  Prussia,  Den- 
mark, Belgium,  France  and  Sardinia  ;  an  honorary  member  of  upwards 
of  one  hundred  literary  and  scientific  societies.  In  consideration  of  the 
great  services  which  Berzelius  had  bestowed  on  his  native  country,  the 
members  of  the  Diet  at  Stockholm,  in  1840,  voted  to  him  the  annual 
sum  of  2000  dollars  banco  as  a  pension  for  his  lifetime,  independent  of 
his  former  emoluments. 

The  Edinburgh  Journal  of  Science  and  the  Philosophical  Magazine, 
to  which  we  are  indebted  for  these  particulars,  state,  as  showing  how 
high  the  illustrious  deceased  ranked  in  Germany,  that  in  a  late  history 
of  the  Devil,  of  which  so  many  are  published  in  that  country,  one  of 
the  main  inducements  his  Satanic  majesty  is  represented  as  holding  out  to 
a  convert,  still  half  doubtful  of  selling  himself,  is,  that  he  will  make  him 
a  Berzelius. — London  hancet.  i 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    OCTOBER    18,    18  4  8. 


Deafness — 7^,9  Nature  and  Treatment. — Messrs.  Lea  &  Blancbard,  those 
unwearied  publishers  of  professional  works,  have  brought  out  a  compact, 
scientific  treatise  on  "  The  nature  and  treatment  of  deaf n ess  and  the  diseases 
of  the  ear,  and  the  treatment  of  the  deaf  and  dumb,  by  William  Dufton'' 
which  holds  rank  with  the  best  essays  on  the  subject.  BiU  aura!  surgery 
is  in  a  low  state  everywhere,  notwithstanding  the  apparent  scientific  ad- 
vances that  have  been  made  in  that  difficult  branch  of  practice.  Ii  is  even 
doubtful  whether  the  true  anatomical  structure  of  the  complex  auricular 
apparatus  is  well  understood  by  any  one.  Dissections  do  not  explain  how 
we  hear,  nor  lay  open  to  our  understanding  the  seats  of  disease  in  the 
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labyrinths.  Because  the  mechanism  and  the  ph37sio]oo-y  of  the  ear  is  thus 
intricate  and  obscure,  most  of  the  prescriptions  to  remove  or  ameliorate  the 
diseases  to  which  it  is  incident,  are  entirely  hap-hazard,  being  neither  philo- 
sophical nor  always  rational.  Elaborate  efforts  are  made  to  elucidate  and 
provide  a  remedy  for  the  maladies  of  the  ear;  but  every  honest  surireon 
will  acknowledge  his  general  want  of  success  in  their  management.  If  il 
were  possible  to  remedy  half  the  cases  of  pariial  or  total  deafness,  there 
would  not  be  such  swarms  of  hard-hearing  p.'ople  always  in  pursuit  of 
skilful  aurists.  The  truth  is,  no  advances  of  a  very  encouraging  character 
have  been  made,  in  the  treatment  of  the  diseased  orgnn,  for  half  a  century — 
and  we  challenoe  a  proof  to  the  contrary.  Tubes,  now  and  then  some 
modification  of  a  speculum  auris,  or  a  contrivance  for  entering  the  Eustachian 
tube,  differing  in  shape  or  material,  perhaps,  from  something  similar,  already 
in  use,  are  occasionally  heard  of;  but  beyond  this,  it  would  be  gratifying 
to  be  informed  what  has  been  achieved  for  the  ear. 

A  gentleman  of  Boston  has  just  returned  from  Europe,  which  was  visited 
expressly  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  benefit  of  the  personal  attentions  of 
the  first  aurists  in  the  world.  He  has  fairly  been  the  rounds — having  been 
the  patient  of  each  of  those  of  most  distinction;  but,  alas,  he  has  returned 
as  deaf  as  when  he  commenced  the  voyage.  Patients  have  no  need  of 
repairing  to  Europe  in  such  cases,  as  they  are  as  well  cared  for  in  this 
country  as  in  Germany,  under  all  abnormal  conditions  of  the  ear.  The 
arts  and  appliances  resorted  to  there,  are  familiar  to  the  practitioner  here. 
In  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmaries  there,  no  better  system  of  m.edicalion  or 
surgical  relief  could  be  given  than  in  this  country  ;  even  by  Kramer  himself, 
or  the  author  whose  labors  are  before  us.  Still,  the  success  is  not  good 
among  us,  nor  have  those  afflicted  with  chronic  affections  of  the  acoustic 
apparatus  much  to  hope  for  from  medical  advisers.  Whether  there  is  a 
reasonable  ground  for  expecting  some  new  explorations,  that  will  lead  to  a 
more  certain  course  in  relieving  purely  nervous  diseases  of  the  internal 
region,  or  whether  the  plan  so  confidently  put  forth  by  Mr.  Yearsley,  of 
London,  will  be  found  really  serviceable,  remains  to  be  ascertained.  Mar- 
vellous accounts  of  teaching  the  deaf  and  dumb  to  speak,  have  reached  us 
from  abroad,  leading  to  expressions  of  sympathy  and  efforts  for  the  relief 
of  that  unfortunate  class  of  persons  in  our  midst — yet,  when  the  matter  has 
been  closely  examined,  exaggeration  and  enthusiasm  have  been  found  to 
exert  a  large  share  of  influence  in  swelling  the  story  of  success. 

Having  expressed  an  opinion  of  the  stale  of  aural  surgery  in  general,  we 
now  return  to  a  brief  consideration  of  the  book  which  gave  rise  to  the  fore- 
going reflections.  Whatever  in  it  relates  to  the  chronic  or  acute  inflamma- 
tion of  the  meatus,  the  membrana  tympani,  or  tegumentary  lining  of  the 
external  canal,  is  quite  proper,  but  not  new;  the  same  facts  may  be  gathered 
from  various  sources.  The  chief  merit  in  Mr.  Duflon's  book  consists  in 
the  collection  of  materials,  and  the  candid,  fair  method  of  arranging  and 
presenting  them  to  the  reader.  We  thus  get  all  there  is  extant  relating  to 
the  modern  treatment  of  the  diseased  ear,  in  a  compact,  orderly  series  of 
chapters;  and  to  our  conception,  this  is  no  small  merit — although  nothing 
striking,  nothing  particularly  calculated  to  direct  us  in  difflculi  cases,  beyond 
the  stretch  of  previous  writers,  may  be  anywhere  found  in  the  book. 
Wishing  the  publishers  a  profitable  sale,  as  a  reward  of  their  well-known 
enterprise,  we  hope  neither  they  nor  the  author  will  be  offended  because 
we  openly  express  a  want  of  confidence  in  all  the  works  extant  by  authors 
on  the  ear. 
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South  Carolina  Medical  College. — From  small  beginnings,  the  medical 
institution  at  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  has  attained  distinction,  and  its 
influence  must  necessarily  be  felt  very  extensively  over  the  Southern  States. 
As  the  faculty  is  composed  of  men  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  medical 
profession,  the  reputation  of  the  College  is  a  natural  result  of  the  labors  of 
the  professors.  There  were  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  students  in 
attendance  the  last  course  of  lectures — seventy-eight  of  whom  were  gradu- 
ated. The  first  day  of  November  the  lectures  will  commence,  and  continue 
till  the  last  Saturday  of  March — five  months,  instead  of  four,  as  in  past 
seasons.  Whatever  may  be  useful  in  promoting  the  scientific  progress  of 
students,  seems  to  be  provided  for  them  on  reasonable  terms. 


BruitVs  Modern  Surgery. — A  better  book  on  the  principles  and  practice 
of  Surgery,  as  now  understood  and  practised  in  Europe  and  America,  has 
not  been  given  to  the  profession.  In  ^  1842,  an  edition  appeared  in  this 
country,  under  the  editorial  supervision  of  Dr,  Flint,  now  of  Kentucky, 
which  met  with  a  ready  sale,  because  the  intrinsic  merits  of  its  contents 
were  apparent.  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard  have  now  put  their  hand  to  the 
plough,  and  produced  an  improved  edition,  from  the  author's  last  touches, 
and  still  further  finished  by  Dr.  F.  W.  Sargent,  of  Philadelphia,  author  of 
"  Minor  Surgery,"  &c.  It  now  combines  the  improvements  of  the  age,  and 
the  suggestions  from  high  authority  both  in  England  and  the  United  States. 

Dr.  Sargent  remarks,  that  the  valuable  annotations  of  Dr.  Flint  to  the 
former  edition,  have  been  retained,  except  where  they  have  been  already 
embodied  in  the  text.  Mr.  Druitt  informs  us  that  he  has  extended  the 
matter  about  fifty  pages,  the  additions  having  been  expended  on  the  prac- 
tical pans — the  very  place  where  they  were  needed,  if  at  all.  A  volume 
of  576  large  octavo  pages,  with  193  wood  engravings,  and  excellent  in  all 
its  properties,  is  now  ready  for  circulation,  and  should  be  placed  in  the 
hands  of  students. 


Leaden  Pipe  Controversy. — A  pamphlet  by  Dr.  Dana,  of  Lowell,  called 
"  Lead  Pipe — its  dangers  ;  a  rejoinder  to  the  reply  of  Prof.  Horsford  to 
the  argumeiit  in  the  Appendix  to  Ta.nquerel,'"  is  stirring  up  the  elements. 
Nothing  is  more  common  than  for  great  men  to  disagree.  In  the  mean- 
while, leaden  pipes  are  stretching  out  under  ground  and  into  houses  over  the 
whole  city  of  Boston — and,  poison  or  no  poison,  the  inhabitants  will  soon 
be  quaffing  their  Cochituate  water,  without  caring  a  fig  about  the  cha- 
racter of  the  tube  through  which  it  flows  to  their  domicils.  A  horror 
meeting  could  not  be  raised  in  Boston,  against  leaden  pipes;  no  indignation 
has  beea  manifested,  and  so  the  world  moves  on  precisely  as  it  did  before 
the  grand  discovery  was  made  that  copper-pipes,  securely  tinned,  were  su- 
perior to  the  article  that  has  been  adopted  here  and  everywhere. 


Dunglison's  Medical  Lexicon. — A  seventh  edition  of  this  very  able  and 
universally  popular  Dictionary  of  the  Medical  Sciences,  has  appeared. 
Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard  have  exhibited  in  this  work  a  typographical  taste 
creditable  to  their  press.  The  peculiar  improvements  and  additions  to  this 
edition  we  shaU  mention  another  week, 
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Boston  Dispensary.— T\\Q  Annual  Abstract  from  the  Reports  of  the 
Visitifio-  Physicians  of  the  Dispensary,  for  the  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1848, 
shows  an  increase  in  the  number  of  the  cases  which  have  come  under  the 
care  of  the  physicians,  proportioned  to  the  increase  in  tlie  population  of 
the  city.  I'he  whole  number  reported  is  3642.  Last  year  the  number 
was  3290;  and  the  year  previous,  2182.  There  are  reported  as  recovered 
the  last  year,  27.7;  died,  213.  The  number  of  Bostonians  was  249; 
other  Americans,  495;  Hibernico-A  mericans,  534  ;  Irish,  2122;  other  na- 
tions, 236.  Of  the  whole  number  of  patients,  23-59  are  set  down  as  tem- 
perate ;  317  intemfierale  ;  and  163  children  of  intemperate  parents.  The 
Di^triots  into  which  tlie  city  is  divided  appear  to  be  very  unequally  fur- 
nished with  patients — either  on  account  of  the  character  or  the  number  of 
their  poj)uiation.  Thus  the  District  comprising  Wards  4,  5  and  6  fur- 
ni-dicd  1277  of  the  cases  last  year;  while  that  of  Ward  12,  or  South 
Boston,  gave  only  22.  The  population  of  the  first-named  District  is  more 
than  three  times  that  of  some  of  the  other  Districts,  and  we  are  <?lad  to 
hear  that  a  division  of  it  is  contemplated.  The  population  of  the  District 
of  Ward  12  is  nearly  as  large  as  any  single  ward  District,  and  yet  the 
number  of  cases  is  as  stated  above.  Whether  this  is  owing  to  the  non-re- 
sidence in  the  District,  during  the  past  year,  of  the  attending  physician, 
or  to  the  want  of  proper  means  being  taken  to  make  known  where  certifi- 
cates naay  be  obtained,  we  are  unable  to  decide.  It  is  not  owing  to  a  lack 
of  certificates  in  the  Ward,  as  we  know  that  one,  at  least,  of  the  contributors 
resident  there,  has  had  his  annual  package  of  certificates  lying  in  his  desk 
uncalled  for  and  unopened  during  the  past  year. 


Transactiojis  of  the  American  Medical  Associatioii. — We  are  happy  to 
announce  the  con^pletion  of  this  volume,  which  makes  a  handsome  octavo, 
illustrated  with  five  plates,  two  of  which  are  colored.  Justice  to  the  com- 
mittee of  publication  seems  to  require  we  should  state  that  immediately 
after  their  appointment,  they  made  arrangements  which  they  believed 
would  secure  the  early  publication  of  the  Transactions.  But  delays  in 
the  transmission,  and  loss  of  proofs  from  authors,  arising  from  neglect  in 
the  post  ofifices,  and  also  the  failure  of  the  colorist  to  fulfil  his  contract,  have 
delayed  it  until  the  present  time. 

Members  are  entitled  to  three  copies  on  payment  to  the  Treasurer  of 
five  dollars.  Others  can  obtain  copies,  in  paper  covers,  at  two  dollars,  or 
in  embossed  muslin,  at  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  copy,  on  remitting 
the  amount  to  Messrs.  Lea  &  Blanchard,  Philadelphia. — Medical  Neivs 
and  Library. 


Tlie  fnllowinf;;  letter  from  New  York  comes  to  us  anonymously,  and  the  reader 
must  :ilt!ic|i  liig  own  value  to  the  opinions  expressed  in  it. 

Medical  Matters  in  JVcw  York.  Mr.  Ei.itor,— 1  am  a  looker-on  for  a  season  in  this 
jrre:'.t  city.  Ar.d  I  see  wiili  pleiisure.  that  you  not  only  keep  yourself  informed — through 
y(»ur  correspondents — of  t'le  proL'ress  •)f  men  and  things  here,  but  are  ready  to  render 
justice  to  all  who  are  doservini?  of  notice,  for  their  cftorts  in  the  advancement  of  any 
hranch  of  our  profjesion.  I  would  instance  your  gratify  inji;  notifies  of  t  he  recent  work  of 
Homer  Bustwick,  M.D.,  of  this  city,  lie  has  prr.ved  l<»  us  what  a  man  can  do  hy  his  own 
unaided  exniiions,  if  lie  lias  the  will  and  tlip  lalmt  t'»  ^<>  firward.  I  need  not  tell  you, 
after  your  flattering  nolice,  how  he  is  winning  his  way  to  fame  and  fortune. 
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Anoilier  distinguislipd  name  nppo.irs  in  your  last  Jfnrnnl  ;  and  from  all  T  can  learn, 
you  di>  ni>l  err  m  yotir  esiiinnle  <»f  ill';  pr;irtice  of  Ur.  Horace  Green.  Mix  work  f>n 
Broficliifis  is  W(;!l  known,  and  crowds  ar«!  attrancd  \n  his  <itfi.  o,  by  ilienpon  of  his  skill 
in  op.^r.ilioiis-  on  the  tinoat.  I  lirsir  lie  has  puldisiied  a  new  work  on  Cionp — regarding 
which,  tlior<^  can  be  but  oiie  «»j);iiion 

Ri v:>IIirij5  hi)f»,  perhaps,  in  the  claim  to  exi'^nsive  practice  is  S.  S.  rilch,  M.D  , 
\vho;5^•  pf  i-ij|i  »r  dcp.'irtmcnt  is  diisfnscs  of  the  chest.  He  bus  pnblislied  a  useful,  prac- 
tical wnrk  on  yhf.  xnbjeet,  whi<  h  is  popular  in  its  character  and  lias  hecn  expensively 
circulated  He  is  said  to  have  a  very  large  number  of  patients,  bmh  lirotn  city  and 
couritrv. 

1  hear  nfttliins  ^  ^rv  new  in  medical  matlKrss.  The  ScIiooIh  have  not  yet  commenced 
their  winfr  cain['a!L'ti.  hut  from  w  iiat  I  learn,  their  prospects  are  {^'-od,  and  their  num- 
bers wil!  probabl\  he  fully  ecju.d  to  lh<»sc  of  la-'t  year.  Tliere  have  been  rumors  of 
sonte  r-oiilf.iip!a!e(i  ch  lUges,  which  were  pr(»b  ib!y  hiit  rumors,  as  nothing  has  been 
oliiciallv  atin  ■•ineed. 

The  last  meetini^  of  the  Academy  of  Medici  ne.  was  (me  of  pecnliir  interest.  A  paper 
was  read  by  Dr.  ^^()tl,  d'  t  iiiing  three  intporlant  oi>er.iti>>ns,  lecenllv  peiformed  by  him- 
self As  they  will  probably  be  piddi-^licd  in  some  of  our  jo.irnais,  I  will  nut  allen»pt 
wh-Tt  wotild       bill  a  mea;;re  and  unsatisfa'-tc^ry  report  fiom  mf-mf>ry. 

There  i*  nothiiiir  to  leport  t>f  peculiar  interest  i;i  our  profession.  The  city  escaped 
the  yellow  fever,  and  it  is  said  to  have  been  a  tifiie  of  unusual  health  here  for  some 
months,  so  tictf  some  of  our  brethren  arn  sunV-rins  for  want  of  employment. 

When  they  have  more  to  d."»,  or  when  the  Colleges  are  a:.'aiu  bui-y,  prepariiiiij  otheri 
who  arc  not  wan'cd,  you  may.  if  you  will,  iiear  fr'>m  me  agriin.  Justitia. 

JVew  York,  \{}th  October,  J 848. 


Medical  Miscellany. — An  extraordinary  insurrection  recently  took  place  at  the  Hotel 
Dieu,  ill  Lvoris.  t'ran'-e.  Eighty  women,  for  certain  ca.jses.  were  put  on  diet,  for  a 
day.  'I'hey  became  furious,  broke  furniture,  a'ld  would  !nve  murdered  the  doctor,  had 
he  not  esi  iiped.  'I'he  soldiers  suppressed  the  rebulliou  just  as  tliey  intended  to  fiie  the 
premis(!s,  and  marehed  the  ringleaders  to  p.is  ui. — The  New  Oih-'ans  l»oard  of  Health 
liave  aiiiioiinred  the  disappearance  of  yellow  fever  in  that  city. — A  Seigcant  of  Marines, 
nained  Jo!in  R  Welhercll,  who  recenliy  returned  to  New  York  from  Monterey,  felt 
himself  unwell  cui  S;iturday  night,  and  sent  for  some  tartar  emetic,  which  he  swallowed, 
and  fiiirling  that  il  did  not  oper..le,  he  s.'iit  f  >r  anolher  and  sw.illowcd  it,  and  sub- 
sequently ti>r  two  more,  whu  h  lie  also  swalhiwed ,  without  producing  atiparent  ett'ect, 
and  on  JSunday  murniiig  he  suddenly  exfnred.  Tlie  Corcmer  held  an  inquest  on  the 
body,  and  a  surgical  ex.imination  of  it  showed  thru  the  t'ular  emetic  harJ  l.illed  him. — 
Dr.  Reese  is  said  to  be  very  popular  in  tiis  management  of  the  Ntjw  York  Bellcvue  Hos- 
pital, and  is  an  etfioient  officer. 


Notice  to  Correspondents. — Some  account  of  the  late  Epidemic  Dysentery  in  the  State 
of  New  York,  and  a  letter  from  Dr.  Kellogg,  of  Texas,  have  been  received. 


Erratum. — On  page  221,  last  number,  fifth  line,  the  word  "surely,"  on  account  of  being 
(accidentally,  we  suppose)  misspelt  in  the  nianuicript,  was  printed  iubtead  of  scarcely,  which  is  the 
word  intciKied.    Readers  are  requested  to  make  the  alieralioii  wilh  a  pen. 


MarriedT— Dr.  Daniel  Ayres,  of  Hrooklyn,  N.  Y..  to  I\liss  A.  C.  Russell.— Dr.  Wm.  D.  Lamb, 
of  Lawrence.  Mass.,  to  Miss  C.  A.  Blaiichard. — Loreu  J.  Ames.  M.D.,  of  Mount  Morris,  N.  J., 
to  Miss  M.  Waldo— Marcus  C.  Tully.  M  .D.,  of  New  York,  to  Miss  S.  M.  Irwin.— At  Easton, 
Mass.,  Dr.  John  H.  Gushee,  of  Raynham,  to  Miss  Minerva  Hay  ward,  of  Easton. 


Died, — At  Torringford,  Conn.,  Dr.  Jo-eph  North.  76. — At  New  Orleans,  Wm.  M.  Carpenter, 
M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Thu'rapcutics  in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  University 
of  Louisiana. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Oct.  14th,  G7. — INlales,  3  4 — fisniales,  33. — 
Of  consumption.  9' — disease  of  the  bowels,  9 — dysentery,  1! — typhus  fever,  2 — lung  fever,  2 — 
slow  fever,  3 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  tlie  bra  n,  1— disease  of  the  kidneys,  ] — white  swcliing,  1— 
bronchitis,  1 — teething,  2 — iiii'antile.  5 — child-bed.  2 — accideiiial,  2 — drowned,  1 — croup,  3— - 
tumor  on  the  brain,  1 — lock-jaw,  1 — cancer  in  the  breast,  i — hooping  cough,  1 — old  age,  2— pa- 
ralysis, 1 — cramp,  1 — tumor,  1 — convulsions,  2. 

Under  5  years,  28 — between  5  and  20  years.  8 — between  20  and  40  years.  21 — between  40 
and  60  years,  6 — over     years,  4. 


MEDICAL  JOURNAL  ADVERTISING  SHEET. 


A  PHYSICIAN, 

Pleasantly  located  in  a  small  village  36  miles  west  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  about  a  quarter  cf  a  mile 
from  lltica  and  c^ci.enectady  RalLoad,  v.  shing  to  retire  I'ro.n  piuctice,  would  be  glad  to  dispose  of  his 
house,  lot,  outbuildiiigti,  «J»  c.,  to  a  well-qualilied  practitioner.  Particulars  may  Le  learned  ou  «pplica- 
lion  lo  the  publisher  ol  tuis  Journal.    If  oy  letter,  posi-paid.  Oct.  11. 


TR3P^0NT  STHEET  MEDICAL  SCIICOL— BOSTON,  1848-49. 
This  School  was  i:.s^itut<;d  in  Uostoii,  in  IbSS,  for  tiie  purpose  of  givi..g  to  private  pupils  a  thorough 
course  of  inst^ucLion,  by  lectures  and  exaniinaticns,  tiuongnout  tiie   ear.    A  nieuical  exercise,  co:n- 
inonl>  in  live  of  recitation,  tai-es  place  at  the  ruojn  of  tiic  school',  daily,  at  12  M.    This  a;raiige- 

me::t  has  Lci'.i  iuui.d,  on  the  whole,  to  ofi'er  the  student  the  greatest  liicilities  lor  acquirii  g  the  requi- 
site knowiet'gf,  cHal  lor  estintating  Ins  dehciencies. 

The  loilowii.g  is  aji  outhiie  of  the  plan  ol  regiiiiir  iiist.  r.ction,  suliject  to  variations  when  expedient. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  and  IMate.ia  .>jeilica,  by  Lr.  Bigklow. 

Mi(iwifcry,  ifiei.ical  .hiiisinudeiice  and  Discuses  ol  Women  arid  Children,  by  Dr.  SxcntB. 

Anaton»y  .ii:d  I  h.  siclog;  ,  l)y  Lr.  Uoj>mks. 

Pathological  Analu.ny,  by  L*r.  J.  D.  S.  Jackson. 

Surgery  and  (;li.  ical  Surgery,  by  Dr.  llENkY  J.  Bigelow. 

Natuial  Philosophy,  Chemistry,  and  Denionstratior  s  in  Anatomy,  by  Dr.  Bryant. 
E\tra  courses  of  lectures  have  been  delivered  during  the  past  seasoii  by  several  of  the  instructera, 
and  in  addition  a  comss  has  been  given  upon  Philos;>phical  Anatomy,  by  i-roi.  Ag;issiz,  and  one  upon 
Chemistry,  by  Dr.  Ciay.    It  is  proposed  to  continue  such  extra  instruction,  with  some  variations,  liom 
year  to  year. 

■'  CLINICAL  INSTRUCTION. 

This  essential  branch  of  a  medical  education  will  be  made  an  object  of  especial  attention.  There 
will  be  clinical  visits  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  in  the  iviedical  Department,  by  Drs.  Jack- 
son and  Holmes,  with  Lectures  at  stated  intervals  ;  and  constant  attention  to  the  piactical  study  of 
Auscultatioyi  and  I^ercussioti,  for  which  ample  opportunities  occur  in  the  practice  ol  the  Hospital. 

Clinical  Surgical  Instruction  will  be  given  at  the  same  Institution  by  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  during 
his  term  of  service. 

Sullicient  opportunities  are  afibrded  for  experience  in  Obstetric  practice. 

public  institutions. 

In  addition  to  the  medical  and  surgical  practice  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  the  Students 
will  have  admission  to  the  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmary,  through  the  politeness  of  the  Snrgeors  of  that  In- 
Btitution  ;  and  also  to  the  institution  for  the  treatment  of  Diseases  of  the  Skin,  by  the  permission  of 
Dr.  Durkee. 

PRACTICAL  ANATOMY. 

Every  facility  will  be  furnished  to  the  Students  for  the  prosecution  of  this  branch  of  study,  under 
the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  Demonstrator. 

MKANS  OF  ILLUSTRATION. 
The  whole  Collection  of  Pathological  Specimens  of  which  Dr.  Jackson  is  Curator,  a  large  number 
of  plates,  diagrams  and  models,  and  two  very  complete  achromatic  microscopes,  are  among  the  appa- 
ratus for  the  illustration  of  some  of  the  most  important  branches. 

LIBRARY. 

During  the  whole  Summer  term,  the  Students  of  the  Tremont  Street  Medical  School  will  have  free 
access  to,  and  the  i)rivilege  of  taking  Pool;s  from  t!ie  Library  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  College, 
now  consisting  of  more  than  1210  Volumes,  and  rapidly  increasing  by  a  large  Annual  Ai)propriation, 
devoted  to  the  purchase  of  the  Books  most  useful  and  acceptable  to  the  Student. 

Api)lication  may  ha  made  to  Dr.  Bigklow,  S^irnmer  stri'et,  Boston.  A  Catalogue  of  the  past 
and  present  Members  of  the  School,  v/ith  other  details,  may  be  had  gratis,  by  applying,  post  paid,  to 
Burnett,  Apotheca'-y,  33  Tremunt  Row,  or  at  W.  D.  Ticknor'a  Bookstore. 

The  lloom  of  tiie  School,  at  33  fremoiit  Row,  over  Mr.  Burnett's  Apothecary  store,  is  open  to  Stu- 
dents from  6  A.M.  to  10  P.M.,  fm-nished  with  liates.  Preparations,  Articles  of  the  Materia  Medica,  Arc. 

During  the  Winter  months,  Eveiiing  Examiiiatiors  are  held  on  the  subjects  of  the  Lectures  at  the 
Massachusetts  Medical  College.  Preparatory  Examinations  are  made  of  gentlemen  about  to  present 
ihemselves  for  Graduation. 

TKRMS. 

For  the  Summer  Term  (from  March  1st  to  November  1st),  $90.  For  the  Winter  Term  (from  No- 
vember 1st  to  March  1st),  $10.    For  a  Year,  $100.  Sep.  20— tf. 

TO  SURGEONS.— ETHEREAL  SOLUTION  OF  GUN  COTTON. 
The  properties  ol  this  soluti(Mi  as  applied  to  Surgery,  liy  Mr.  S.  L.  Bigelow,  are  as  follows.  It 
almost  instanily  CorMis  an  iiiiirritating  coaling  or  i)ias(er  of  great  strength  and  durability.  In  con- 
tracting, it  luings  the  edges  of  the  woiitid  very  tiinily  locetlier,  and  I  cii  g  iu'pervious  lo  air  and 
water,  enables  them  to  unite  r-ipidly  by  first  intention.  It  leaves  harc'lv  a  percei'titte  scar.  No 
sutures  are  req:nred  fur  simple  incised  wounds  of  any  lencih.  It  alfoids  protection  lor  all  excoriated! 
surfaces,  Ac.  mh22— if  For  sale  by       JOSEPH  BURNETT,  S3  Tremont  Row. 


FRBSH  AND  GENUINE  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES 
Of  sunerior  quality,  carefully  prepared  for  Physicians'  use,  and  for  sale  on  the  most  favornble  terms, 
at  33  Tremont  Row,  Boston,  by  JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

Feb.  10— If.  (Successor  to  T.-Metca/f.) 

BENEFITS  IN  SICKNESS. 
The  M  vssacuosrtts  Health  Ixsurance  Co.,  established  in  Boston,  will  contract  to  insure  males 
hetweeii  ihe  a^es  of  16  ami  65— allowances  ol  $4,  .$6  or  $8  per  week  during  sicki  ess  lor  any  term 
{roni  one  to  five  vears.    Premiums  payable  annually.    Office  in  Museum  niiil(!in<j,  Tre.wovt  .itrret, 
A,  L. SriMso.N,  5ccrfifary.  THOMAS  TARUF.Ll,  President, 

Dr.  G.  II.  L Y.MAN,  ConsuUing  Physician.  S29— 1( 
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A    CONTRACT  SOUGHT    TO    BE    AVOIDED    ON    THE  GROUND  OF 

INSANITY. 

BY  1.  RAY,  M.D,,  SUP't  OF  THE    BUTLER    LUNATIC  HOSPITAL,  PROVIDENCE,  R.  I. 

At  a  session  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts,  holden 
at  Northampton,  Aug.  2'2d,  1848,  by  Judge  Dewey,  was  tried  the  case 
of  Allis  by  guardian  vs.  Billings  and  others.  Counsel  for  plaintiff, 
Chapman  of  Springfield,  and  Baker  of  Northampton  ;  for  defendants, 
Rufus  Choate  of  Boston,  and  Huntington  of  Northampton. 

The  suit  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff  for  the  purpose  of  annulling 
a  contract  made  several  years  previous,  whereby  he  conveyed  to  the  de- 
fendants his  interest  in  certain  mills,  on  the  ground  that  the  former  was 
then  insane,  and  that  the  latter  were  guilty  of  fraud.  Although  the 
case  presented  nothing  particularly  new  in  medicine  or  law,  yet  I  have 
thought  it  sufficiently  important  and  interesting  to  be  worthy  of  a  per- 
inanent  record.  Before  proceeding  to  the  evidence,  it  will  facilitate  the 
understanding  of  the  case,  to  mention,  as  ihey  occurred,  the  principal 
events  and  incidents  which  have  a  bearing  upon  it. 

Josiah  Allis,  now  about  50  years  old,  was  the  only  son  of  a  farmer 
in  Hatfield,  who  used  the  products  of  his  farm  chiefly  in  stall  feeding 
cattle  for  the  beef  market.  In  1819  he  was  first  attacked  with  mania, 
under  the  form  of  high,  though  not  furious  excitement.  He  recovered, 
apparently,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three  monihs,  but  every  year  since 
has  been  visited  by  a  similar  attack,  which  has  been  invariably  followed 
by  a  period  of  depression,  and  this  by  a  period  of  apparent  restoration 
to  his  natural  condition.  In  18*2*2  he  married  his  first  wife,  by  whom 
he  had  two  daughters,  now  married.  In  1829  his  father  died,  leaving 
him  executor  of  his  will,  and  residuary  legatee  to  nearly  all  his  property. 
In  1833  his  wife  died.  In  March,  1834,  he  made  a  contract  with  Bod- 
well,  the  husband  of  his  only  sister,  whereby  the  latter  was  induced  to 
move  upon  Allis's  farm,  and  maintain  him  and  his  family.  At  the  end 
of  a  year  this  contract  was  dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  On  March 
21st,  1834,  he  made  the  contract  for  the  sale  of  the  mills,  which  it  was 
the  object  of  this  suit  to  avoid.  For  his  interest  in  the  property,  being 
one  half,  he  received  ^'4000,  and  a  release  from  certain  unsettled  claims 
which,  he  supposed,  might  amount  to  ,^'500.  In  this  year  his  mother 
died.  In  March,  1835,  he  sold  his  homestead  for  $*4,600,  with  the  ex» 
13 
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pectation  of  receiving  ^500  more.  In  the  fall  of  the  next  year  he 
married  his  second  wife.  In  Nov.,  ]842,  his  oldest  daughter,  and  the 
next  year  his  other  daughter,  were  married.  In  184e3  he  commenced  a 
suit  against  the  purchaser  of  his  homestead,  for  avoidance  of  the  con- 
tract. He  obtained  a  verdict,  but  subsequent  law  proceedings  were  in- 
stituted, and  the  matter  is  still  pending.  In  the  latter  [)art  of  1543,  he 
was  placed  under  guardianship.  On  July  6ih,  1844,  he  was  sent  to 
the  Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital,  where  he  staid  six  weeks. 

Bearing  these  dates  in  mind,  we  shall  more  readily  understand  what 
follows.  The  evidence  respecting  his  mental  condition,  embracing,  as 
it  did,  a  period  of  nearly  thirty  years,  was  sadly  lacking  in  precision. 
Nearly  all  the  witnesses  were  his  neighbors,  and  a  large  pai  t  of  them 
related  to  him  by  blood  or  marriage.  His  condition  and  afl'airs  had  been, 
for  several  years,  a  subject  of  animated  discussion  among  them,  and  it 
would  not  be  strange,  if,  under  such  circumstances,  dales  were  some- 
times incautiously  fixed,  and  statements  received  a  coloring  that  did  not 
belong  to  them.  It  was  abundantly  proved  by  the  evidence,  that  Allis 
was  a  subject  of  periodical  insanity,  each  attack  being  characterized  by 
a  turn  of  excitement  and  depression,  an  interval  intervening  between 
the  attacks,  more  or  less  free  from  both.  They  occurred  every  year. 
At  most  there  was  but  one  year  in  which  their  occurrence  was  called  in 
question.  The  season,  severity  and  duration  of  the  excitement  and  de- 
pression, were  points  not  established  with  much  precision,  and  our  con- 
clusions respecting  them  must  be,  in  some  measure,  conjectural. 

It  appears  that  the  excited  turns  usually  commenced  in  the  middle 
or  latter  part  of  summer,  continuing  from  one  to  three  months.  While 
under  their  influence,  he  was  noisy,  boisterous  and  talkative.  The  va- 
rious other  manifestations  of  this  condition,  as  related  by  the  wilr-esses, 
were,  for  the  most  part,  referred  to  particular  attacks,  and  were  probably 
confined  to  them.  In  this  manner  it  was  stated  that  he  would  drive 
about  rapidly  and  carelessly,  shouting  and  hallooing  ;  that  he  indulged 
in  wild  and  incoherent  expressions,  and  was  observed  rambling  about 
without  hat,  coat  or  shoes.  At  different  times,  too,  he  entertained  some 
strange  fancies  which  were  not  far  from  being  real  delusions.  He  pro- 
fessed to  be  able  to  walk  on  the  w^ater ;  to  catch  a  person's  breath  in 
his  teeth  ;  to  have  command  of  angels  ;  to  tame  a  ferocious  wood- 
chuck  by  looking  in  his  eye  ;  and  to  hold  up  through  a  storm  a  whole 
broadside  of  a  house  frame  which  they  were  raising.  At  times  he  had 
great  fears  of  thieves  and  devils,  and  would  carry  about  a  double-bar- 
relled gun  to  protect  himself.  Once  he  spoke  of  these  devils  as  brushing 
by  him  at  an  evening  meeting.  At  another,  he  thought  a  fellow  boarder 
at  the  hotel  had  been  robbed  of  a  large  sum.  With  two  or  three  excep- 
tions, the  excitement  was  never  so  high  as  to  require  his  confinement 
to  the  house,  nor  did  it  always  prevent  him  from  managing  his  affairs. 
It  was  said  he  was  inclined  to  make  purchases,  generally  of  Aincy  arti- 
cles quite  unsuitable  to  his  condition,  but  only  one  or  two  instances  were 
related  of  his  indulging  in  foolish  speculations,  and  those"  were  of  trifling 
amount. 
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Depression  immediately  succeeded  the  excitement,  and  continued  un- 
til spring.  Once  it  was  spoken  of  as  disappearing  in  March  ;  and  at 
another  time,  in  April.  This,  also,  seems  to  have  varied  in  severity. 
At  one  time,  he  is  descrihed  as  being  still,  sitting  in  company  for  hours 
without  saying  a  word — shy,  and  avoiding  his  friends.  In  many  of  the 
depressed  turns  he  was  filled  with  vague  fears  and  apprehensions,  thought 
he  was  coming  to  want,  and  was  disposed  to  suicide.  In  others  he  was 
able  to  attend  to  his  customary  business. 

His  daughters  testified  that,  vvilhin  their  recollection  (they  are  pdw  re- 
spectively 25  and  23  years  old),  he  iiad  never  been  otherwise  than  ex- 
cited or  depressed  ;  yet  it  was  abundantly  shown,  by  a  cloud  of  it- 
nesses  who  were  in  the  habit  of  seeing  him  every  day  or  two,  for  many 
years,  that  there  were  well-marked  intervals  between  his  attacks,  when 
he  was  apparently  free  from  excitement  or  deprer-ion.    It  was  their 
concurrent  testimony,  that  in  these  intervals  his  manners  were  natural 
and  proper,  his  conduct  and  conversation  correct,  and  nothing,  in  either, 
to  arrest  the  observation  of  others.    He  managed  the  farm,  both  before 
and  after  his  father's  death,  with  no  very  obvious  lack  of  prudence  and 
intelligence,  and  creditably  discharged  the  duties  of  a  parent,  husband  and 
citizen.    Various  business  transactions  of  his,  at  one  time  or  another, 
were  described  by  the  witnesses,  as  having  been  performed  with  at  least 
ordinary  discretion  and  sagacity  ;  and  those  who  had  these  dealings  with 
him,  observed  nothing  strange  or  unusual  in  his  appearance.    He  hired 
and  paid  his  workmen,  bought  and  sold  his  cattle,  procured  the  necessary 
supplies  of  food  and  clothing  for  his  family,  placed  his  children  at  school 
away  from  home,  and  paid  the  bills  for  their  board  and  tuition,  married 
twice,  bought  and  sold  real  estate,  lent  money,  received  payments,  ob- 
tained discounts  at  the  bank,  and  once  (in  1832)  was  chosen  by  the 
parish  as  its  agent  for  disposing  of  some  lands.    In  all  these  transac- 
tions, the  defendants  undertook  to  show,  that  he  evinced  an  ordinary 
share  of  shrewdness  and  intelligence,  and  in  regard  to  many  of  them, 
certainly,  this  was  the  fact.    Instances  were  mentioned  of  his  giving  too 
much  for  his  purchases,  and  buying  some  things  which  he  did  not  need  ; 
but  nearly,  if  not  quite  all,  these  transactions  occurred  when  he  was  con- 
fessedly in  his  excited  state.    One  of  them  referred  to  the  (spring  of 
1842)  purchase  of  an  old  shop  for  a  needy  neighbor,  and  was  first  related 
in  such  a  manner  as  to  convey  the  impression  that  it  was  deeply  tinc- 
tured with  folly.    The  testimony  of  the  neighbor  himself,  however,  pre- 
sented the  matter  in  a  very  different  light.    It  appeared  that  he  owned 
a  lot  of  land,  very  near  Allis's  house,  which  it  had  been  proposed  to 
purchase  for  a  burying  place  for  the  use  of  the  town.    Allis  being 
loth  to  have  a  burying  place  so  near  him,  suggested  to  the  witness,  that 
he  had  better  put  up  a  housv:;  on  it.    "  I  replied,"  said  the  latter,  "  that 
I  had  no  funds,  and  then  he  offered  to  assist  me.    The  next  morning 
he  came  and  proposed  to  buy  for  me  a  certain  old  shop  near  by,  which 
might  be  made  into  a  house,  and  could  be  obtained,  he  thought,  for 
,^100."    He  succeeded  in  getting  it  for  ^90,  and  had  it  removed  to  the 
lot  in  question,  but  failed  to  supply  the  funds  necessary  for  converting  it 
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into  a  house.  Tlius  the  land  was  not  sold  for  a  burying  place,  and  he 
did  no  more  than  was  necessary  to  defeat  the  project.  Many  of  the 
witnesses,  who  had  dealings  with  him,  and  spoke  of  him  as  evincing 
nothing  strange  or  unusual  in  his  manner,  as  appearing  like  other  men, 
had  seen  hitn  in  his  excited  and  depressed  state,  and  declared  that  in 
them  he  had  appeared  very  differently. 

Instances  of  excitement  were  related,  which  ap})arently  occurred  while 
in  his  rational  or  lucid  intervals,  but  they  were  transitory,  and  seemed  to 
have  been  caused  by  sudden  provocations,  or  some  other  special  causes. 
In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state,  that  following  the  custom  of  the 
times,  he  frequently,  if  not  excessively,  used  ardent  spirits  ;  and  it  was 
testified  that  drinking  always  excited  him. 

Tlie  evidence  respecting  Allis's  mental  condition  about  the  time  of 
the  transaction  in  question,  is  so  important  that  I  give  it  entire.  In 
August,  18.33,  he  went  on  a  pleasure  excursion  to  Saratoga,  staid  two 
or  three  weeks,  and  came  back  highly  excited.  In  September  he 
bought  a  piece  of  land  of  his  nephew ;  he  attended  auctions,  and  was 
disposed  to  bid  ofF  everything  that  was  sold.  In  that  month  or  the 
next  he  went  abroad  to  purchase  cattle,  for  the  purpose  of  fatting  them. 
He  was  disposed,  says  a  witness,  to  give  whatever  was  asked,  and  ac- 
tually did  pay  high  prices.  He  said,  when  he  returned  home,  that  he 
had  got  them  for  a  song.  In  October,  his  wife  died.  She  was  sick 
when  he  left  home  to  buy  cattle,  and  he  told  a  young  man,  who  lived 
with  him,  that  if  she  died  he  must  procure  a  coffin.  Soon  after  this,  he 
became  depressed  ;  was  troubled  at  finding  that  he  had  bought  more 
cattle  than  he  had  the  means  of  feeding,  and  solicited  his  brother-in- 
law  to  help  him  out  of  his  troubles.  A  witness  who  took  some  of  the 
cattle  to  keep  for  him,  said  that  Allis  applied  to  him  and  made  the  bar- 
gain. He  was  to  keep  them  from  25th  November  to  early  part  of 
February,  at  $1,17  per  pair,  Allis  furnishing  grain  and  witness  hay. 
"  He  came  often,"  said  the  witness,  "  to  see  the  cattle — talked  about 
them  as  other  men  do — appeared,  in  all  respects,  like  other  men.  Said 
he  would  pay  when  he  got  returns,  and  did  pay  in  the  course  of  two  or 
three  weeks.  I  saw  nothing  like  excitement  or  depression."  In  March, 
1834,  he  conversed  with  a  witness  about  the  mills — said  they  were  not 
profitable — that  there  was  always  something  to  be  done  on  them,  and 
that  he  thought  of  selling  them.  He  said  he  had  been  ofl^ered  $4000 
for  his  part,  and  asked  witness's  opinion  about  the  price.  The  witness 
observed  nothins:  wild  or  incoherent  in  his  manner — was  as  usual  when 
about  his  business.  In  March,  if  not  before,  he  began  to  negotiate  the 
arrangement  with  his  brother-in-law,  referred  to  in  the  beginning  of  this 
notice,  which  ended  in  a  contract  whereby  the  latter  was  to  receive  all 
Allis's  real  estate  excepting  the  mills,  and  which  was  valued  at  between 
$8000  and  $9000,  maintaining  him  and  his  daughters,  and  giving  the 
latter  $2000  each.  His  reasons  for  this  step  were,  as  appears  from  the 
evidence,  that  by  the  death  of  his  wife,  he  was  left  with  two  young 
children,  and  an  aged  mother  sick,  that  he  was  unable  to  get  any  suitable 
person  to  take  charge  of  his  family ;  and  if  his  brother-in-law  should 
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prove  a  gainer  by  the  arrangement,  it  would  only  turn  a  portion  of  his 
father's  property  into  his  sister's  fiimily.  The  brother-in-law  went  in 
March,  and  said  he  thought  Allis  continued  depressed  until  the  first  of 
April,  but  soon  went  out  to  work  with  him,  and  appeared  to  be  in  his 
natural  condition  during  the  summer.  He  also  consulted  with  iiis  brother 
respecting  the  sale  of  tlie  mills — told  him  what  was  offered,  and  his  rea- 
sons for  selling. 

The  evidence  respecting  the  character  of  the  act,  inasmuch  as  it  will 
affect  our  estimate  of  his  mental  capacity,  remains  to  be  considered. 
He  felt  perplexed  by  his  business  and  over-burdened  with  cares.  His 
brother,  with  whom  he  often  spoke  of  his  intention  to  sell  the  mills,  told 
him  it  would  be  a  judicious  step  and  relieve  him  of  care.  Both  this 
witness  and  another  whom  he  consulted,  expressed  their  satisAiction  with 
the  price.  The  fact  of  his  being  indebted  to  the  defendants  to  the 
amount  of  ^'500,  or  indeed  to  any  amount,  was  neither  proved  nor  dis- 
proved. If  not  so  indebted,  then  he  received  at  the  rate  of  $'8000  for 
the  whole  property  ;  otherwise,  at  the  rate  of  ,$'9000.  A  few  witnesses 
rated  the  mills  at  $10,000,  in  1834  ;  one  at  $12,000.  A  larger  num- 
ber fixed  their  value  at  $'G,000;  at  this  sum  they  were  assessed  on  the 
tax-book  of  the  town  that  year. 

Dr.  Lee,  assistant  physician  of  the  Lunatic  Hospital  at  Worcester, 
testified  that  Allis  entered  that  institution  July  6th,  1844;  that  he  was 
highly  excited,  and  continued  so  four  days  ;  that  this  excitement,  then, 
rather  rapidly  passed  into  depression,  in  which  state  he  continued  as  long 
as  he  remained,  which  was  six  weeks.  His  opinion  upon  the  evidence 
was,  that  the  fact  of  periodical  insanity  was  established,  but  not  that  of 
occasional  insanity.  He  was  satisfied  of  Allis's  insanity  in  tlie  spring  of 
1834. 

Dr.  Woodward,  late  Superintendent  of  the.  Hospital  at  Worcester,  co- 
incided with  Dr.  Lee,  in  the  opinion  that  Allis  had  no  lucid  intervals, 
and  must  have  been  insane  in  the  spring  of  1834.  Buying  and  selling 
he  thought  no  proof,  one  way  or  the  other,  because  insane  men  are  capa- 
ble of  doing  certain  business.  He  admitted,  however,  that,  if  Allis,  on 
his  return  from  the  Hospital,  had  talked  with  his  family  on  the  subject 
of  his  will,  and  had  set  down  coolly  and  deliberately  and  made  a  proper 
will,  the  presumption  would  have  been  in  its  favor. 

The  writer  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  existence  of  lucid  intervals 
was  abundantly  proved  ;  that  in  these  intervals  he  was  as  capable  of  trans- 
acting business,  as  a  person  ever  is,  in  a  lucid  interval,  and  that  the  con- 
tract in  question  was  made  in  one  of  them.  It  should  be  stated  in  this 
connection,  that  the  two  first  medical  witnesses  had  heard  none  of  de- 
fendants' witnesses,  and  not  all  of  the  plaintiff's;  while  the  latter  had 
heard  all  of  the  plaintiff's,  and  most  of  the  defendants'  witnesses. 

The  charge  of  the  court  to  the  jury  contained  some  instructions  that 
deserve  the  attention  of  the  medical  jurist.  The  jury  were  told  that  the 
precise  point  of  inquiry  for  them  was  the  state  of  Allis's  mind  on  the  21st 
of  March,  1834,  and  that  his  previous  and  subsequent  states  were  only 
important  as  elucidating  that  inquiry.    It  was  also  stated  that  acts  done 
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in  a  lucid  interval,  will  be  sustained  by  the  law,  and  that  the  question 
of  fraud  is  of  little  weight,  except  as  connected  with  that  of  sanity  and 
of  tlie  consideration  paid.  In  regard  to  the  burden  of  proof,  the  ordi- 
nary doctrine  was  given,  viz.,  that  if  insanity  is  alleged,  it  must  be 
proved  ;  that  if  habitual  insanity  be  proved,  the  party  who  contends 
that  the  act  was  done  in  a  lucid  interval  must  prove  it  ;  that  if 
a  party  exhibits  only  temporary  ebullitions  of  insanity,  he  cannot  be 
presumed  to  be  always  insane.  The  Court  also  instructed  the  jury 
that  Allis  must  have  had  sufficient  capacity  to  judge  of  the  cha- 
ractir  and  value  of  the  property  sold,  and  the  law  required  no  more. 
On  the  point  of  affirmation,  the  Court  said,  thai  the  contract  was  not 
void,  but  merely  vo;  ^le,  and  therefore  capable  of  ratification,  and  that, 
though  it  were  the  ac  t  of  an  insane  man,  it  might  stand  if  confirmed. 
If  A  His,  therefore,  after  recovering  his  reason,  having  in  his  recollection 
and  k  lowledge,  the  nature,  extent  and  time  of  the  contract,  and  all  the 
circumstances  before  his  mind,  recognized  the  sale  by  permitting  posses- 
sion on  the  part  of  the  defendants,  receiving  instalments  on  the  notes 
given  for  the  purchase  money,  knowing  it  to  be  the  consideration  of  the 
sale  of  liis  part  of  the  mills,  he  would  be  bound  by  it. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  defendants,  and  thus  the  contract 
was  not  disturbed. — Amer.  Jour,  of  Insanity. 


THE  CHOLERA  IN  TURKEY. 

[The  following  interesting  letter  is  from  the  Rev.  H.  G.  O.  Dwight, 
one  of  the  missionaries  of  the  American  Board,  and  is  addressed  to  the 
editor  of  the  New  York  Observer,  from  which  paper  we  copy  it.  It  is 
dated  Constantinople,  Aug,  27,  1848.  Although  not  a  medical  man, 
Mr.  D.'s  opinions  and  suggestions  are  entitled  to  consideration.] 

The  cholera  is  still  making  dreadful  ravages  in  various  parts  of  Turkey, 
as  well  as  in  some  portions  of  Europe.  Mysterious  disease  !  that  stretches 
its  orin;antic  arms  from  the  Red  to  the  White  Sea.  and  at  the  same  mo- 
ment  of  time  kills,  as  in  a  moment,  its  hundreds  and  thousands  in  Cairo, 
in  Constantinople  and  in  Petersburg  !  And  thus  it  moves  onward,  and 
onward,  and  onward,  towards  the  west,  awakening  the  most  gloomy  fore- 
bodings in  nations  and  countries  yet  unreached,  while  it  leaves  desola- 
tion and  sorrow  behind !  Quarantines,  and  milito-sanitary  cordons,  are 
instituted  in  vain.  They  have  again  and  again  been  proved  to  be  most 
perfectly  useless  in  staying  the  march  of  this  dreadful  pestilence.  No 
quarantines  nor  disinfecting  agents  can  be  of  any  avail,  unless  you  can 
adopt  means  so  general  and  powerful  as  to  change  the  character  of  the 
whole  atmosphere  around  us.  There  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  the 
Asiatic  cholera,  as  it  is  called,  depends  upon  a  specific  cause,  and  that 
that  cause  is  in  the  atmosphere.  Recent  observations  seem  to  show 
that  the  electric  or  magnetic  fluid  has  something  to  do  with  it.  This  is 
a  point  upon  which  some  light  may  be  thrown  in  America,  should  the 
disease  invade  that  country  as  now  seems  most  probable,  for  the  electric 
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telegraphs  in  operation  there  are  more  numerous  than  in  any  other  coun- 
try in  tile  world  ;  and  if,  as  has  been  asserted  in  Europe,  the  cholera 
atmosphere  affects  these  instruments,  the  fact  must  surely  be  observed  in 
America. 

The  cholera  has  now  existed  in  the  city  of  Constantinople  for  nearly 
one  entire  year;  though  much  of  the  time  it  has  been  of  a  mild  type, 
and  limited  in  extent.  Within  the  last  month,  however,  it  has  shown 
more  malignancy  than  at  any  former  period,  and  during  one  w^eek  nearly 
all  who  were  attacked,  died.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  city,  from 
cholera  alone,  during  that  week,  was  reported  at  1 ,100.  At  the  same  time, 
the  disease  has  been  raging  at  Broosa,  Nicomedia,  Adabara  Magnesia, 
Urntab,  Aleppo,  and  various  other  places  in  the  interior.  Trebizond 
was  dreadfully  visited  a  year  ago,  and  now  the  disease  has  returned  with 
such  violence  as  to  drive  almost  everybody  from  the  city  that  had  the 
means  of  fleeing.  It  has  just  begun  its  ravages  in  Smyrna,  where  it  is 
to  be  feared  it  will  be  particularly  severe.  As  I  have  intimated,  this 
scourge  of  the  human  I'ace  is  moving  westward.  It  will  doubtless  by- 
and-by  be  heard  of  from  France  and  England,  and  then  it  will  cross 
the  Atlantic,  as  before,  to  perform  its  dreadful  mission  in  America. 

My  principal  object  in  introducing  the  subject  into  this  letter  is  to 
communicate  some  facts  concerning  its  treatment,  which  have  been 
learned  by  experience  in  this  part  of  the  world,  and  wliich,  though  they 
may  not  be  new  to  professional  men  in  America,  may  tend  to  corroborate 
what  they  have  already  observed  and  heard  on  the  subject,  while  those 
of  your  readers  who  are  not  versed  in  medical  science  may  have  their 
minds  quieted  somewhat,  in  knowing  that  there  are  precautions  which, 
under  God,  will  in  most  cases  secure  safety,  even  in  the  midst  of  the 
greatest  exposures. 

The  Asiatic  cholera,  which  when  fairly  seated  is  one  of  the  most  un- 
manageable of  all  diseases — despising  all  human  art  and  skill,  and  mock- 
ing all  the  assiduities  of  friendship  in  almost 'all  cases,  begins  with  a  mild 
diarrhoea^  which  in  that  stage  is  most  readily  cured.  True,  where  the 
cholera  is  raging,  we  are  continually  hearing  of  persons  wlio  arose  well 
in  the  morning,  and  are  in  their  graves  before  night  ;  and  it  is  not  to 
be  doubted  that  there  are  some  cases  in  which  the  very  first  attack  of 
the  disease  is  the  collapse,  from  which  recovery  is  rare.  But  I  can  say 
with  truth,  that  in  every  instance,  of  these  sudden  deaths  of  cholera,  in 
which  I  have  been  able  to  investigate  the  circumstances,  I  have  found 
that  the  individual  had  been  laboring  under  diarrhoia  for  some  days  pre- 
vious. Generally  it  is  so  slight  as  not  to  be  much  noticed  ;  it  is  attended 
with  no  pains,  and  no  sickness  of  stomach,  perhaps,  and  gives  the  per- 
son no  })articular  inconvenience.  But  it  is  this  very  diarrhoea  which  is 
insidiously  preparing  the  system  for  the  most  dreadful  onset  of  disease. 
Whenever  the  cholera  is  prevailing  in  any  place,  it  should  be  a  rule  in 
every  instance  to  stop  even  the  slightest  diarrhoea  immediately.  For  this 
we  have  a  remedy  always  at  hand.  Opium,  in  some  form  or  other,  must 
be  used  immediately,  and  without  fear.  In  the  form  of  laudanum,  per- 
haps it  may  be  used  most  conveniently.    At  such  times  it  should  be 
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found  in  every  house ;  and  the  master  of  the  family  should  give  the 
strictest  injunction  to  every  inmate  of  his  house,  to  give  immediate  notice^ 
if  attacked  with  diarrhoea.  In  mild  cases  six  drops  of  laudanum,  for  an 
adult,  will  be  sufficient  to  check  the  disease.  The  dose  should  be  re- 
peated every  four  hours  until  the  diarrhoea  is  stopped.  This  is  a  most 
important  direction.  In  severe  cases  of  diarrhoea,  a  larger  dose  must  be 
used,  and  the  dose  may  be  increased  indefinitely  without  tiie  least  in- 
jury, so  long  as  the  effect  of  checking  the  diarr/wea  is  not  produced.  ( 
have  been  called  to  prescribe  in  a  great  multitude  of  cases  of  cholera,  in 
this  incipient  stage,  and  I  have  found  every  one  of  them  to  yield  to 
this  medicine.  The  prescription  is  one  which  our  good  brotlier,  Dr. 
Smith,  left  with  his  brethren  in  Turkey,  in  anticipation  of  the  cholera, 
when  he  was  returning  to  America  ;  and  by  the  blessing  of  God  I  do 
believe  it  has  saved  thousands  of  lives.  Our  native  brethren  in  Nico- 
media  and  Broosa  having  been  instructed  on  the  subject  by  Dr.  Smith, 
have  been  exceedingly  useful  as  instruments  in  checking  the  disease  in  a 
great  multitude  of  cases.  Many  even  of  their  worst  enemies  anjong  the 
Americans  have  flocked  to  them  for  this  medicine,  and  having  proved 
its  virtues  have  become  their  best  friends. 

I  hav^e  used  with  the  best  effects,  in  many  severe  cases,  when  there 
was  much  pain,  and  tendency  to  cran)ps,  and  coldness  in  the  extremities, 
a  mixture  of  equal  parts  of  laudanum,  tincture  of  rhubarb  and  tincture 
of  camphor.  Of  this,  eighteen  drops  may  be  given  for  an  adult  at  a 
dose  in  mild  cases,  to  be  increased  according  to  circumstances.  Of  all 
epidemic  or  contagious  diseases,  none  excites  more  general  alarm,  than 
the  malignant  cholera,  and  yet  1  know  of  none  that  gives  such  timely 
premonitions  of  its  approach,  and  that  is  so  perfectly  under  human  con- 
trol (so  to  speak)  as  this  is  in  its  early  stage. 

Of  course,  when  there  is  a  tendency  to  diarrhoea  in  cholera  times,  the 
strictest  attention  should  be  paid  to  diet,  and  fruits  and  crude  vegetables 
should  be  carefully  avoided.  Wherever  the  cholera  prevails,  it  has  been 
found  that  most  people  are  easily  inclined  to  bowel  complaints,  and  this 
is  an  indication  that  the  diet  of  people  generally  should  be  regulated  ac- 
cordingly. A  sudden  change  from  a  generous  to  a  low  diet  in  such  cir- 
cumstances has  been  found  quite  injurious.  A  person  who  is  well  should 
continue  to  eat  very  much  as  he  has  been  accustomed  to,  except  that 
most  people  eat  too  much,  as  a  general  rule,  and  except  that  fruits  and 
certain  vegetables,  which  at  other  times  would  be  harmless,  under  the 
cholera  atmosphere  are  apt  to  produce  diarrhoea. 

I  will  close  my  communication  by  giving  some  particulars  of  two  or 
three  cases,  among  many  that  have  come  under  my  observation,  to  illus- 
trate what  I  have  said  above.  I  was  awakened  one  night  about  mid- 
night by  two  of  my  own  children — one  15  and  the  other  13  years  of 
age.  They  had  both  been  suddenly  attacked  with  diarrhoea  and  vomit- 
ing, acconjpanied  with  the  severest  pains,  amounting  almost  to  cramps 
in  the  stomach.  The  cholera  was  prevailing  around,  and,  of  course,  I 
had  the  greatest  reason  for  apprehension  that  tliis  was  a  sudden  attack 
of  the  disease.    I  administered  immediately  full  doses  of  the  mixture 
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mentioned  above,  repeating  it  every  two  hours  as  long  as  the  symptoms 
continued  urgent.  I  gave  also  the  oil  of  peppermint,  and  repeatedly 
applied  the  spirit  of  camphor,  with  friction,  to  the  region  of  the  stomacli. 
The  next  day,  they  were  both  well  again,  excepting,  of  course,  some 
debility  from  the  preceding  night's  attack.  They  had  both  eaten  freely 
the  day  before  of  a  dish  of  stringed  beans,  and  I  remarked  that  each 
u[)ward  evacuation  of  the  stomach  brought  with  it  some  of  these  beans, 
in  precisely  the  same  state  in  which  they  had  been  eaten  twelve  hours 
before. 

A  European  merchant  of  my  acquaintance,  residing  in  Galata,  arose 
one  morning  and  took  a  sea  bath,  as  he  was  accustomed  to  do.  He  then 
attended  to  various  matters  of  business,  which  required  him  to  walk 
several  miles  back  and  forth  in  tliis  city.  He  returned  to  his  lodgings 
quite  ill,  sometime  in  the  forenoon,  and  before  night  of  the  same  day  he 
was  a  corpse,  having  died  of  a  most  violent  attack  of  cholera !  This 
case  was  reported  as  one  of  death  almost  on  the  very  first  attack,  but  I 
ascertained  on  inquiry,  that  this  individual  had  been  suffering  with  diarrhoea 
for  eight  or  ten  days  previous. 

A  Protestant  American  was  very  violently  attacked,  one  night,  with 
what  his  physician  called  "  the  most  awful  case  of  cholera  he  had  ever 
witnessed."  He  died  within  twenty-four  hours  !  The  facts  concerning 
the  case,  however,  are  these.  He  had  had  a  similar  attack  two  or  three 
weeks  previous,  and  had  been  cured  by  the  blessing  of  God  on  the 
remedies  mentioned  above.  The  day  before  his  second  attack,  while  he 
was  still  weak  from  the  first,  he  walked  many  miles,  and  became  very 
much  fatigued,  and  certain  circumstances  had  also  very  mucti  agitated 
his  mind.  He  ate  a  hearty  meal  in  the  evening,  partly  of  beans  and 
meat,  which  no  doubt  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  attack  ;  and  after 
the  diarrhoea  commenced,  nothing  was  done  to  check  it  for  several  hours, 
and  when,  at  last,  a  physician  was  called,  it  was  too  late. 

Fain  would  [  hope  that  our  beloved  country  may  be  saved  from  the 
ravages  of  this  scourge  ;  but  this  can  hardly  be  expected.  It  will  proba- 
bly come,  and  come  to  many,  "  as  a  thief  in  the  night,"  although  the 
warning  has  been  long  and  loud.  The  class  of  people  among  whom  it 
makes  its  greatest  desolations,  are  those  who  use  habitually  the  intoxicat- 
ing cup.  1  don't  know  that  even  the  strictest  attention  to  the  rules  I 
have  given  above,  will  avail  to  save  the  drunkard,  when  he  is  once  at- 
tacked. When  the  seeds  of  this  disease  are  cast  into  such  a  man's  sys- 
tem, it  is  like  striking  fire  into  a  box  of  tinder.  The  whole  internal  coat- 
ings of  his  stomach,  besides  other  vital  organs,  are  already  diseased,  and 
he  is  a  subject  of  which  the  cholera  will  make  very  short  work. 


ON  CHINOIDINE. 

BY  J.  S.  UNZICKER,  M.D.,  OF  CINCINNATI. 

Chinoidine  has  been  for  several  years  past  extensively  used  in  Ger- 
many, but  up  to  this  time  has  not  been  generally  known  in  this  country. 
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It  is  a  resinous  substance,  and  was  first  discovered  and  separated  from 
the  mother  liquor  of  sulph.  quinine,  by  Sertuerner,  a  chemist.  There 
are  two  kinds  in  commerce,  the  purt^  and  impure.  The  genuine  is  hard, 
and  has  a  smooth,  glossy  break,  like  the  hepatic  aloes,  which  it  resem- 
bles in  color.  It  is  transported  in  oblong  flat  lumps  weighing  about  one 
pound  each,  wrapped  in  wax  paper;  will  dissolve  perfectly  in  dilute 
sulphuric  acid,  alcohol  and  ether,  ibrijfmg  a  clear  tincture  of  a  brown 
color. 

It  is  insoluble  in  cold,  but  scantily  soluble  in  warm  water,  imparting 
to  the  latter  a  strongly  bitter  taste. 

The  adulteiateil  comes  in  jars,  and  is  soft  ;  will  only  partly  dissolve  in 
alcohol  and  ether,  not  forming  a  clear  tincture  like  the  other. 

Chinoidine  has  been  analyzed  by  a  number  of  chemists,  but  as  yet 
no  satisfactory  results  obtained.  It  contains,  according  to  Liebig,  identi- 
cally the  same  composition  as  quinine,  but  differs  only  in  form,  one  being 
crystalline,  the  other  not,  and  tlierefore  he  terms  it  the  amorphous  qui- 
nine. Chemical  investigations,  as  far  as  they  have  extended,  have 
tiirown  an  interesting  light  upon  the  testimonies  borne  to  the  efficacy  of 
chinoidine  in  the  treatment  of  intermittent  fevers  ;  and  there  is  no 
doubt  in  my  mind,  that  the  amorphous,  if  prescribed  in  its  pure  state, 
like  the  crystalline  quinia,  will  produce  the  same  effect  on  the  animal 
organism,  only  that  the  effects  of  the  former  are  more  lasting. 

I  have  used  chinoidine  for  the  last  three  years  more  extensively  than 
quinine,  and  on  an  average  with  better  success,  especially  in  cases  of 
long  standing. 

In  a  number  of  obstinate  cases  of  lono;  standini;,  who  came  liere  from 
the  Wabash  counliy,  quinine  was  first  given  without  any  effect.  1  then 
gave  the  chinoidine,  which  not  only  checked  the  paroxysms,  but  no  re- 
lapse followed  afterwards 

From  the  experience  which  I  had  during  the  above  time  with  this 
remedy,  I  think  the  return  of  the  fever  was  one  third  less  than  when  1 
used  the  quinine.  It  is  particularly  suited  in  cases  where  the  digestive 
organs  are  not  much  debilitated.  My  mode  of  giving  it  is  thus  : — R. 
Chinoidine,  gr.  xij.  ;  rad.  ipecac,  gr.  j.  ;  morph.  acet.,  gr.  J.  Mix,  and 
make  into  six  pills,  to  be  given  in  two  doses,  two  hours  previous  to  the 
chills.  Some  German  physicians  prefer  to  give  the  chinoidine  in  combi- 
nation with  cremor  tartar  and  cloves,  in  the  form  of  pills. 

Tliis  I  found  would  have  the  same  efivci  as  that  of  many  grains 
of  quinine  with  the  same  combination.  After  the  chills  were  stopped, 
1  would  then  give  a  teaspoonful  of  the  tincture  (  3  j.  to  |  j.  of  alcohol) 
from  two  to  three  times  daily  in  some  claret  wine,  for  several  days 
afterwards. 

It  has  been  said  by  some,  that  the  effects  of  chinoidine  depended 
on  the  quantity  of  chinine  and  cinchonine  it  contained.  This  is  an 
error ;  for  suppose  it  did  contain  some  chinine  and  cinchonine,  how 
much  could  tliere  be  in  twelve  grains  of  chinoidine  ?  Surely  not  half  a 
grain  of  each  !  and  would  they  have  produced  the  effect  above  describ- 
ed ?    Ceria  nly  not.    Many,  as  well  as  niyself,  have  labored  under  this 
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mistake,  until  they  have  learned  to  distin<][nish  between  the  pure  and  im- 
pure aiticle,  for  if  it  is  pure  tlie  results  will  be  alike. 

Chinoidine  will  undoubtedly,  in  liniej  become  the  great  remedy  of 
practitioners  in  the  West  ;  for  when  we  consider  the  high  price  ol"  qui- 
nine, $-3  per  ounce,  and  chinoidine  at  40  cents  per  ounce,  and  besides  a 
more  effectual  remedy  than  the  former,  no  doubt  is  left  of  its  adoption 
into  o;eneral  use. —  IVestern  Lancet. 


death'  accelerated  by  salivation  in  the  third  stage 
of  tubercular  consumption. 

An  inquest  was  held  on  the  11th  of  August  on  the  body  of  Mrs, 
James  Perry,  whose  death  was  reported  to  have  been  accelerated  by 
the  improper  exhibition  of  mercury,  said  to  have  been  administered  by 
an  unlicensed  practitioner  named  Young.  The  facts  of  the  case,  as 
elicited  at  the  inquest,  are  simply  these: — Mrs.  P.  had  been,  until  a 
very  recent  period  before  her  death,  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Arnoldi,  and 
Dr.  Holmes  had  seen  her  in  consultation.  The  existence  of  tubercles 
in  her  lungs  had  been  cleaily  made  out ;  and  for  some  time  before  the 
intermission  of  Dr.  Arnoldi's  attendance,  a  palliative  treatment  had  been 
most  judiciously  adopted.  In  consequence  of  the  advice  of  fiiends, 
Young  was  called  in,  who  stated  that  her  lungs  were  not  diseased  at 
all  ;  that  her  liver  was  tuberculated,  as  well  as  her  kidneys,  and  that 
the  uterus  was  somehow  or  other  displaced,  and  that  the  cessation  of  the 
catamenia,  a  common  symptom  in  phthisis,  was  due  to  that  displacement. 
This  latter  he  endeavored  to  rectify  by  some  kind  of  manual  interference, 
some  traces  of  injury  from  which  were  visible  at  the  post-mortem ;  and 
he  persuaded  the  patient  to  submit  to  a  system  of  salivation,  which  he 
assured  her  would  cure  her.  In  the  course  of  three  or  four  weeks,  how- 
ever, despite  Young's  predictions,  the  patient  breathed  her  last,  having 
been  visited  for  two  or  three  days  by  Dr.  Burns,  who  found  her  suf- 
fering from  salivation,  with  its  concomitants.  The  inquest  was  held  to 
determine  the  propriety  of  Young's  practice,  and  how  far  it  may  have 
accelerated  the  decease.  Drs.  Nelson  and  Hall  having  been  summoned 
on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  performed  the  post-mortem  examination,  and 
found  the  left  lung  the  seat  of  extensive  tubercular  deposit,  with  an- 
fractuous cavities,  as  well  as  the  superior  portion  of  the  right  luni^  with 
very  general  pleuritic  adhesions  on  the  left  side,  and  supeiior  portion 
of  the  right.  The  liver  slightly  eidarged,  with  a  tendency  to  granular 
degeneration  ;  the  mesenteric  glands  in  a  tuberculated  state  ;  but  all  the 
other  abdominal  viscera  of  normal  appearance.  The  uterus  perfectly 
healthy,  and  in  natural  position.  The  upper  part  of  the  vagina,  imme- 
diately behind  the  os  uteri,  presented  an  ecchyrnosed  appearance,  which 
Dr.  Nelson  considered  as  the  effect  of  injury.  Although  the  question  of 
salivcition  was  well  substantiated,  still  there  was  not  evidence  adequate 
to  bring  the  exhibition  of  the  mercury  home  to  the  prescriber,  the 
books  of  the  apothecary,  which  were  sent  for  and  examined,  failing  in  the 
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proof,  in  consequence  of  prescriptions  having  been  compounded  for  seve- 
ral persons  named  Mrs.  Periy  by  Young's  orders.  The  verdict  returned 
was  that  the  death  of  the  deceased  was  accelerated  by  the  improper 
administration  of  mercury,  but  there  is  no  evidence  to  prove  by  whom 
such  mercury  was  exhibited."  Tiiis  verdict  was  strictly  in  accordance 
with  what  was  elicited  at  the  inquisition,  and  we  can  therefore  find  no 
fault  with  it,  because  the  jury  could  not  travel  beyond  their  record  ; 
but  we  have  no  doubt,  that  liad  the  evidence  been  conclusive,  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  would  have  inculpated  Mr.  Young  to  a  rather  alarming 
extent.  Young  has  escaped  in  the  mean  while,  and  in  the  mean  while 
he  prosecutes  his  trade,  not,  most  certainly,  to  the  damage  of  any  prac- 
titioner in  this  city,  but  most  assuredly  to  the  jeopardy  of  some  who 
have  since  placed  themselves  in  his  hands. — British  American  Journal 
of  Medical  and  Physical  Science. 


EPIDEMIC  DYSENTERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Having  learned,  from  your  Journal  and  other  sources,  that  dy- 
sentery is  prevailing  somewhat  extensively  at  the  North,  and  is  uncom- 
monly fatal,  1  have  thought  a  concise  description  of  the  symptoms  and 
treatment,  in  different  parts  of  this  county,  might  be  useful  to  the  pro- 
fession, and  accordingly  offer  the  following  imperfect  sketch,  hoping 
others  will  give  us  some  account  of  its  appearance  in  other  sections. 

As  far  as  my  observation  extends,  it  is  confined  to  those  situations 
where  daily  changes  from  heat  to  cold  are  greatest ;  viz.,  to  valleys,  where 
reflection  from  surrounding  hills  produces  high  temperature  during  the 
day,  and  evaporation  from  ponds  and  streams  a  low  one  at  night.  The 
thermometer  in  such  locations  shows  a  change  of  rarely  less  than 
seventeen  degrees,  and  often  twenty-eight  and  thirty,  in  twenty-four 
hours.  I  have  not  seen  a  single  case  exempt  from  the  above  influence  ; 
and  not  one  traceable  to  errors  in  diet,  or  the  common  causes  of  bowel 
complaints.  The  disease  has  been  very  fatal  in  some  neighborhoods ; 
of  some  25  or  30  attacked  in  one,  16  died.  Of  the  treatment  in  those 
cases,  I  know  but  little  ;  they  were  all  children  under  14  years  of  age. 

Tlie  first  I  saw  of  the  disease  was  April  3d,  when  two  persons 
were  attacked  the  same  day  ;  and  in  those  and  all  subsequent  cases,  a 
striking  characteristic  of  the  disease  was,  its  unyielding  obstinacy,  ordi- 
nary doses  of  medicine  effecting  nothing,  and  even  twenty-five  or  thirty 
grains  of  opium  in  twenty-four  hours  procuring  little  rest  or  sleep.  There 
was,  from  April  3d,  an  interval  of  precisely  three  months;  but,  from 
July  3d  to  the  present  time,  I  have  had  daily  opportunity  of  studying 
the  character,  treatment,  &c.,  of  the  disease.  We  have,  usually,  abun- 
dance of  disease  to  treat  in  this  section,  through  July  and  August,  classed 
under  the  general  head  of  bowel  complaints  ;  and  side  by  side  with  the 
epidemic,  have  been  cholera  morbus,  diarrhoea  and  dysentery,  arising 
from  teething,  worms,  unripe  fruit,  &:c.,  and  all  yielding  to  ordinary  reme- 
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dies.  But  no  one,  wlio  had  seen  a  single  case  of  the  disease  in  ques- 
tion, could  mistake  the  sunken,  anxious  expression  of  countenance,  the 
severe  tenesnaus,  jerking  pulse,  and  general  violence  and  obstinacy  of  the 
disease,  for  any  of  these. 

It  was  usually  ushered  in  by  nnore  or  less  chill,  followed  by  a  moderate 
grade  of  fever;  tongue  coated  with  white  fur;  pulse  not  full,  but  hard 
and  frequent,  with  a  peculiar  jerking  movement  ;  the  discharges  frequent, 
of  blood  or  bloody  mucus,  with  dreadful  griping  pains  in  the  bowels, 
and  steady  pain  in  the  loins.  No  pain  in  the  liead  ;  no  vomiting  ;  skin  dry 
and  rough  ;  urine  scanty,  and  high  colored.  The  disease  seemed  to 
exert  its  whole  force  on  the  rectum  and  colon  ;  usually  extending  to  the 
descending  colon  only,  though  sometimes  reaching  through  the  whole 
colon  to  the  caecum. 

There  was  not  the  least  particle  of  bile  tinging  the  discharges  ;  hence 
I  inferred  a  want  of  action  in  the  liver.  To  excite  the  action  of  the 
liver,  and  thereby  relieve  the  venous  congestion  of  the  diseased  parts,  I 
gave  blue  mass  and  conium — say  blue  mass  four  grains  and  conium  two 
grains,  every  three  hours,  until  bilious  discharges  appeared  ;  then,  at 
longer  intervals,  regulating  the  dose  so  as  to  keep  up  a  steady  action  of 
the  liver,  and  following  the  mercury  with  castor  oil  as  a  laxative.  With 
the  above,  J  used  opium  in  different  forms,  with  ipecac,  and  acetate  of 
lead — say  for  an  adult,  ipecac,  and  opium,  aa  grs.  ij.  ;  acet.  lead,  grs.  iv.  ; 
or,  what  I  preferred,  acet.  morphia  instead  of  opium.  As  the  bloody 
evacuations  lessened,  with  a  free  flow  of  bile,  I  changed  the  lead  for  kino 
or  tannin,  at  first  giving  both  together — say  tannin  and  ipecac,  aa  gr.  j.  ; 
sugar  of  lead,  grs.  ij ;  acetate  morphia,  gr.  ^,  every  three  or  four  hours. 
If  the  tongue  became  dry,  the  astringents  were  lessened,  or  omitted, 
and  blue  mass  ordered,  with  laxatives  of  oil. 

When  occasional  bloody  evacuations  appeared,  after  the  height  of  the 
disease  was  passed,  balsam  copaiba  in  small  doses  was  very  useful.  In- 
jections were  used,  but  were  found  to  be  of  doubtful  efficacy,  and  in 
some  cases  were  decidedly  injurious,  the  inflamed  surface  bearing  no  di- 
rect application.  The  following  1  found  decidedly  useful.  Dilute  vine- 
gar, Oj.  ;  s.  lead,  5  ij.  ;  tr.  opium,  §j.  Flannels,  wet  in  this,  to  be 
applied  to  the  bowels.  Narcotism  was  carefully  avoided  in  children, 
though  mercury  and  lead  were  given  freely  ;  one  main  point  in  the 
treatment  being,  to  procure  a  free  and  steady  action  in  the  liver,  not  one 
fatal  case  occurring  where  that  was  obtained.  The  first  flow  of  bile 
was  in  each  case  dark  and  gianular,  like  coflee  grounds,  and  very  ofl^en- 
sive ;  but  always  affording  more  or  less  relief  As  diet,  I  used  the  va- 
rious mucilages,  with  as  much  ice  as  patients  chose  to  eat. 

Convalescence  was  slow,  and  very  tedious  to  patients  whose  appetites 
were  craving  forbidden  fruit.  The  duration  of  the  disease  would  ave- 
rage about  nine  days. 

Though  the  above  treatment  may  seem  an  abuse  of  potent  remedies, 
yet  they  were  never  carried  beyond  the  point  of  relief ;  and  not  the  first 
sign  of  salivation  has  followed  the  continued  use  of  blue  pill  in  this  disease. 

Clinton  Co.,  N,  Y.,  October,  1348.  M.D, 
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ADULTKRATION   OF   M EDICINES.-THE   NEW  LAW. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — As  the  recent  law  of  Congress  concerning  the  importation 
of  adulterated  drugs,  seems  to  the  writer  to  Till  far  shoit  of  a  corrective 
of  the  evil,  he  would  respectfully  inquire  whether  the  suhject  is  not  one 
which  deiriands  more  fully  the  attention  and  action  of  the  profession 
itself.  Waiving  all  details  (for  every  intelligent  physician  is  fully  aware 
of  the  extent  of  this  growing  evil,  and  every  humane  heart  must  he  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  a  s|)eedy  and  efficient  corrective),  I 
would  inquire,  whether  a  joint-stock  institution  nught  not  he  formed,  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  its  officers  appoint- 
ed with  salaries,  to  conmiand  the  best  talents,  he,  with  ample  testing 
apparatus,  and  no  article  be  allowed  to  pass  from  under  their  hands  that 
has  not  undergone  a  rigid  analysis.  The  business  to  be  expressly  for  the 
physicians'  trade.  And  further  to  facilitate  its  general  objects,  let  agen- 
cies be  instituted  in  every  State  in  the  Union,  the  central  business  being 
done,  sav,  at  New  York.  Thus  miijht  be  secured  a  well-guarantied 
pure  article  at  a  reasonable  price — the  profits  inuring  to  the  profession 
(being  themselves  the  only  stockholders),  with  untold  benefit  to  humanity, 
and  bringing  certainty  and  order  out  of  that  chaos  of  conflicting  reports 
of  the  results  of  given  doses  of  officinal  preparations. 

Shall  we  expend  vast  sums  annually  to  inspect,  at  the  public  expense, 
tobacco,  meat,  flour,  he.  he,  and  leave  the  languid,  infirm,  the  sick  and 
the  dying,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  reckless  speculator,  more  greedy 
than  the  grave  itself?  A.  Kellogg,  M.D. 

San  Antonio,  Texas,  *Sep^.,  1848. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    OCTOBER    25,    18  48. 


Medical  Co???  muni  cat  ions  to  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — On  the 
81st  of  May  Inst,  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical 
Society,  Dr.  Bell,  of  Somerville,  dehveied  a  discourse  that  made  a  favorable 
impression  on  the  members.  It  was  learned  without  pretence,  and  credit- 
able in  the  highest  sense  to  the  author.  Owing  to  some  friction  of  ma- 
chinery beyond  our  ken,  the  transactions  of  the  Society  (being  Part  VII., 
No.  VII.)  have  dragged  along,  through  the  press,  at  a  snail's  pace — not 
having  been  distributed  till  last  week.  The  book  is  freighted  with  some- 
thino-  worth  reading,  however,  227  pages  being  exclusively  devoted  to  the 
suljject  of  ventilation — the  theme  pursued  by  Dr.  Bell  with  singular  zeal 
and  success.  Next  follows  a  history  of  the  meetings  of  the  council,  the 
reports  of  committees,  &;c.,  making  as  agreeable  a  variety  as  could  be 
desired,  while  it  exhibits  the  doings  of  each  and  all  holding  official  relation 
to  the  Society. 
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Medical  literature  ought  to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  The  associa- 
tions, clubs,  brotherhoods,  and  incorporated  medical  societies  in  the  United 
States,  are  usually  organized  for  the  express  purpose  of  gathering  in  the 
scattered  fragments,  and  consolidating  them  for  present  service  and  future 
study.  Yet  with  all  these  sturdy  preparations  for  effort,  how  very  lit- 
tle is  produced.  Surely  the  seed  falls  on  barren  ground,  or  the  re- 
sults of  long  thinking  and  doing  would  certainly  be  more  extensively 
known.  Learned  researches,  and  extraordinary  exhibitions  of  scientific 
attainment,  appertain,  ordinarily,  to  humble  individuals.  Men  who  loll 
upon  silk  cushions,  write  with  gold  pens,  and  reside  in  palaces,  rarely  sur- 
prise the  world  with  bold  discoveries,  or  remarkably  ingenious  theories  in 
medicine.  It  is  often  pretty  much  so  with  societies — the  show  of  doing 
constituting  the  essential  feature  in  their  progress.  Yet  we  occasionally 
find  valuable  service  done  by  them,  as  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Bell's  dissertation 
already  noticed. 

Transactions  of  the  American  Medical  Association. — Some  complaints 
have  been  uttered  on  account  of  the  delay  in  the  publication  of  the  doings 
at  the  first  annual  meeting  of  the  American  Association,  held  at  Baltimore, 
in  May  last.  By  taking  time  for  printing  the  documents,  a  very  inviting 
book  has  been  constructed,  abounding  in  materials  of  value  to  the  medical 
reader.  There  are  400  octavo  pages,  embracing  a  catalogue  of  the  perma- 
nent  members  and  delegates,  with  a  variety  of  papers  emanating  from 
sources  that  must  command  respect.  A  few  engravings,  too,  appear  ;  and, 
as  a  whole,  the  mixed  matters  which  make  up  the  volume  of  transactions, 
constitute  an  instructive  and  profitable  mass  of  reading  for  professional 
gentlemen  of  all  ages  and  places.  In  this  work,  we  are  presented  with  a 
transcript  of  the  views  and  shades  of  feeling  influencing  medical  men  in 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  And  it  is  a  happy  thought,  that  the  labors  of  the 
Association  directly  tend  to  the  promotion  of  good  fellowship  and  fraternal 
sympathies,  and  the  elevation  of  the  national  medical  character.  Not  being 
disposed  to  inveterate  fault-finding,  we  leave  it  to  those  who  dislike  some 
of  the  reports,  if  there  are  any  such,  to  speak  out  their  dissatisfaction.  We 
are  of  the  number  who  are  disposed  to  approve  and  be  influenced  by  the 
deliberations  and  decisions  of  that  great  body  of  learned  men.  Out  of  four 
hundred  pages,  the  opportunity  presents  of  extracting  something,  and  it  is 
probable  that  we  shall  do  so,  after  having  disposed  of  a  multitude  of  other 
matters  which  collect  upon  an  editor's  table. 

Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association. — Philadelphia  is  af)pro- 
priately  called  the  city  of  brotherly  love  ;  and  of  this  we  are  convinced 
since  receiving  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
printed  by  the  Philadelphia  delegation  to  that  assembly,  for  private  distri- 
bution. They  are  certainly  men  of  active  benevolence,  who  omit  no  oppor- 
tunity for  increasing  a  good  understanding,  and  therefore  promoting  hap- 
piness and  usefulness,  in  the  ranks  of  the  profession,  of  which  the  publica- 
tion of  this  excellent  docuinent  is  a  striking  evidence. 


Etherization  in  Child-birth. — Some  months  since,  the  preparation  of  a 
work  by  Dr.  Channing,  of  Boston,  was  announced,  on  Etherization  in 
Child-birth.  Last  weak  it  was  ready  for  distribution,  and  we  know  of  no 
recent  publication  that  will  be  sought  for  with  more  avidity  or  read  with 
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more  profit.  Dr.  Channing's  position,  both  as  an  eminent  teacher  and 
equally  distinguished  practitioner,  gives  weight  to  his  researches,  and  they 
are  destined  to  exert  a  commanding  influence  over  other  minds.  By  ano- 
ther week,  opportunity  will  be  taken  to  point  out  the  leading  characteristics 
of  this  valuable  publication.  Copies  are  procurable  at  Ticknor  &  Co.'s, 
the  publishers,  Washington  st.,  Boston. 


Diuiglison's  Medical  Dictionary. — A  proof  of  the  estimation  in  which 
this  lexicon  is  held,  is  discoverable  in  the  fact  that  a  seventh  edition  is 
required  to  meet  the  constant  demands  of  an  intelligent  medical  public. 
This  new  edition  is  large  enough  for  convenience,  and  yet  none  too  formi- 
dable for  the  desk  or  library  table.  The  whole  is  enlarged  more  than  one 
hundred  pages,  and  contains  a  corresponding  amount  of  new  material — to 
the  extent  of  between  six  and  seven  thousand  terms.  It  is  therefore  one  of 
the  most  complete  and  copious  dictionaries  known  to  the  cultivators  of^j 
medical  science,  and  every  way  worthy  of  their  entire  confidence.  Stu- 
dents should  always  be  put  in  possession  of  the  best  authoriiies  in  the  com- 
mencement of  their  studies,  and  this,  of  all  others,  is  the  elementary  guide 
to  an  understanding  of  all  they  read.  A  recollection  of  the  value  of  a  dic- 
tionary, explanatory  of  all  the  terms  known  to  medicine  and  its  kindred 
branches,  must  influence  those  engaged  in  a  course  of  instruction,  to  furnish 
themselves  with  the  best  of  the  kind — one  embracing  all  the  different 
departments — each  of  which  would  be  a  dead  letter  without  a  key  to  the 
technicalities  that  constantly  present  themselves  to  new  beginners. 


Morehead's  Magnetic  Machine. — A  disposition  is  manifested,  of  late,  to 
seek  relief  from  many  painful  diseases,  in  electro-magnetism.  There  can 
be  no  quackery  vv^hatever,  either  in  the  source  of  the  remedy  or  its  applica- 
tion, as  the  discoveries  of  the  modern  school  of  philosophers  exhibit  the 
proudest  exhibitions  of  intellectual  power,  by  their  bold  advances  into  the 
nature  and  influences  of  electricity.  D.  C.  Morehead,  M.D.,  of  New  York, 
manufactures  very  excellent  and  economical  apparatus  for  making  an  appli- 
cation of  that  subtle  agent,  electro-magnetism,  the  value  of  which,  in  the 
hands  of  physicians,  is  just  beginning  to  be  appreciated'.  His  machines 
are  designated  as  graduated,  the  operator  being  able  to  vary  the  force  and 
intensity,  with  perfect  ease.  Being  exceedingly  compact  (the  art  of  pack- 
ing almost  keeping  pace  with  the  progress  of  discovery),  the  whole  battery, 
wires,  handles,  helix,  and  all,  arranged  in  a  beautiful  rose-wood  box,  they 
are  easily  transported.  But  the  cheapness  of  the  article,  twelve  dollars 
only,  places  it  completely  within  the  reach  of  the  whole  mass  of  practi- 
tioners— who  are  desirous,  as  a  body,  to  possess  whatever  may  conduce  to 
the  amelioration  and  restoration  of  their  patients.  Very  much  might  be 
said  of  the  good  accomplished  by  the  aid  of  electro-magnetism,  as  ad- 
ministered by  one  of  these  machines,  but  it  is  by  no  means  necessary,  as 
they  carry  their  own  recommendation. 


Diaphragm  Filter. — Some  months  ago,  mention  was  made  of  the  sim- 
ple, ingenious  and  useful  contrivance  for  filtering  water,  to  be  had  of  Mr. 
Thacher  Beal,  249  Tremont  Street.  Within  a  very  short  period,  the  Long 
Pond  water  will  be  abundantly  distributed  over  the  city  ;  but  it  must 
always  be  filtered,  to  be  truly  potable  and  perfectly  wholesome.  Impuri- 
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ties,  from  various  sources,  will  always  be  held  in  solution,  under  the  most 
favorable  circumstances  ;  and  since  it  is  possible  to  separate  all  foreign 
matter,  and  leave  the  water  clear  and  palatable,  every  house  in  Boston 
should  possess  some  apparatus  for  thus  preparing  the  water  for  use.  The 
diaphragm  filter  seems  to  be  superior  to  any  device  heretofore  presented  lo 
the  public  ;  is  cheaper,  certain  in  its  operation,  not  liable  to  derangement, 
and  answers  most  effectually  the  intentions  of  the  constructor. 


Chloroform  in  Dental  Surgery. — Mr.  F.  B.  Imlach,  a  dental  operator 
of  Edinburgh,  communicated  a  paper  to  the  Medico-Chirurgical  Society  of 
that  city,  which  was  sent  to  the  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  and  now 
appears  in  a  pamphlet.  It  reads  well,  and  must  give  dentists  a  good  share 
of  confidence  in  the  administration  of  chloroform.  His  conclusions  are, 
that  chloroform  saves  the  patient  present  physical  suffering  and  previous 
struggles  of  feeling;  and  it  enables  the  operator  to  perform  his  work  with 
more  satisfaction,  certainty  and  success. 


Emulsion  of  Castor  Oil. — The  following  formula  is  published  in  the 
Journal  de  Chimie  Medicale,  under  the  signature  of  A.  Manne,  Pharma- 
cien,  Paris. 

"  Having  frequently  to  make  emulsions  of  castor  oil,  either  by  prescrip- 
tion of  physicians,  or  at  the  demand  of  my  customers,  making  them  in  fact 
four  or  five  times  a  day,  I  found  myself  in  a  position  to  make  researches 
relative  to  the  best  means  of  administering  this  medicine.  ^  *  I  have 
employed  gum  Arabic  in  different  proportions,  but  have  obtained  emulsions 
either  too  thick  or  imperfectly  made.  The  yolk  of  egg  has  offered  me  an 
excellent  emulsion,  but  one  yolk  is  required  for  every  ounce  and  a  half  of 
oil.  Is  it  not  possible  that  the  yolk  of  egg  injures  the  purgative  effects  of 
the  oil  by  its  nutritive  properties  ?  does  it  not  render  the  purgative  heavier 
and  less  supportable  by  the  stomach  ?  These  doubtful  points  led  me  to 
doubt  the  utility  of  yolk  of  egg,  and  to  make  other  attempts  at  finding  a 
means  of  making  a  homogeneous  emulsion,  agreeable  to  the  sight  and 
more  supportable  by  the  stomach.  To  accomplish  this,  I  have  had  recourse 
to  gum  tragacanth,  and  the  following  formula  has  given  the  most  satisfac- 
tory results.  R.  Castor  oil,  11  drachms  ;  Powdered  tragacanth,  half  dr.  ; 
White  sugar,  75  grains  ;  Water,  2J  fluid  ounces;  Syrup  of  orange  flow- 
ers, 6  fluid  drs.  Mix  and  make  an  emulsion  as  follows  :  Triturate  the 
tragacanth  with  the  sugar,  then  add  the  syrup  and  agitate  rapidly  in  a 
mortar  until  the  mucilage  begins  to  thicken  a  little,  then  add  the  oil  and 
continue  to  triturate  until  the  mixture  is  honmgeneous,  and  add  the  water 
little  by  little  during  the  trituration.  In  this  manner  I  have  obtained  an 
emulsion  of  castor  oil  which  leaves  nothing  to  desire,  and  which  will  re- 
main eight  or  ten  days  without  an  atom  of  oil  separating." 


New  Prussian  Pharmacopoiia. — This  new  pharmacopeia,  uj)on  which 
the  most  distinguished  physicians,  chemists,  and  pharniaciens  hnve  been 
engaged — viz.,  Messrs.  Barwalt,  Gurlt,  Horn,  Kleist,  Link,  E.  Mitscher- 
lich,  &c. — is  written  in  Latin.  The  alphabetical  order  has  been  followed, 
and  tables  are  added,  which  at  one  glance  acquaint  the  pharmacien  with 
the  duties  and  regulations  which  he  has  to  observe.    One  of  these  tables 
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contains  the  list  of  drugs  which  apothecaries  may  procure,  from  the  manu- 
facturers, as  rectified  sulphuric  acid,  ether,  magnesia,  porpiiyrized  iron, 
purified  mercury,  corrosive  sublimate,  red  precipitate,  potassa  fusa,  mor- 
phia, alcohol,  nitrate  of  strychnine,  veratria,  &c.  Another  table  contains 
the  list  of  the  drugs  which  must  be  kept  under  lock  and  key.  This  list  is 
very  short,  whilst  the  same  is  very  long  in  France.  A  third  specifies  a 
great  number  of  substances  which  should  be  kept  separate  from  the  others, 
without,  however,  being  locked  up.  A  fourth  indicates  the  maximum  dose 
at  which  some  active  drugs  can  be  safely  administered,  except  the  physi- 
cian has  placed  the  sign  of  admiration  (!)  by  the  side  of  the  prescription. 
In  the  absence  of  this  sign,  on  the  ordinary  dose  being  exceeded,  the  apothe- 
cary is  fined  for  dispensing  the  recipe.  A  fifth  table,  lastly,  gives  the  spe- 
<'ific  gravity  of  certain  liquids,  to  serve  as  a  standard  to  the  commissioners, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  inspect  apothecaries'  establishments. — London  Lancet. 


Medical  Pract.it.'ioiiers  in  Delaware. — The  number  of  practitioners  of 
medicine  in  the  State  of  Delaware  is  100.  Of  these,  48  reside  in  New- 
castle County  ;  27  in  Kent  County  ;  and  25  in  Sussex  County.  Of  the 
whole  numbei*,  70  are  graduates,  and  hold  the  license  of  the  State ;  2 
are  graduates,  but  practise  without  any  legal  authority  ;  7  are  not  gra- 
duates, but  practise  under  the  State  license  ;  and  21  are  neither  graduates 
nor  licentiates. 

Under  the  general  law  regulating  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery 
in  the  State  of  Delaware,  every  practitioner  is  required  to  take  out  the 
license  of  the  State.  The  graduates  of  any  respectable  medical  school, 
and  such  other  persons  as  shall  sustain  a  satisfactory  examination  before 
the  Medical  Board  of  Examiners,  are  entitled  to  this  license  on  the  pay- 
ment of  a  fee  of  ten  dollars.  But  under  special  acts  of  the  Legislature, 
passed  since  the  date  of  the  general  law,  homoeopathists  and  Thomsonians 
are  permitted  to  practise  without  diplomas,  and  without  examination  by  the 
Board,  or  the  payment  of  a  fee. — Transactions  of  the  American  Medical 
Association. 


Conflicting  Opinions  in  France  on  Gvn-shot  Wounds. — It  appears  that 
some  of  the  leading  surgeons  of  Paris  are  not  quite  agreed  as  to  the  rela- 
tive size  of  the  aperture  of  entrance  and  exit  made  by  balls.  M.  Legros 
stated,  at  a  meeting  of  the  Socieie  Medicale  du  Temple,  that  by  careful 
observations  of  the  dead  and  wounded  in  the  recent  conflict,  he  had  arrived 
at  the  same  conclusion  as  Dupuytren,  viz.,  that  the  wound  of  entrance  is 
smaller  than  the  aperture  of  issue.  M.  Blandin,  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  says 
the  reverse;  and  M.  Roux,  the  latter  gentleman's  colleague,  expresses  him- 
self thus:  —  The  older  military  surgeons  had  hitherto  thought  that  the  aper- 
ture of  entrance  is  smaller  than  the  wound  of  issue  ;  the  modern  main- 
tain quite  the  contrary  ;  and  for  my  part  I  can  say  that  both  parties  may 
in  turn  be  right.  There  is  another  question  at  issue  about  gun-shot  wounds, 
viz.,  whether  "balls  ever  split  when  coming  in  contact  with  bones;"  M. 
Jobert,  at  St.  Louis,  says  no ;  and  even  exclaims,  "  risum  teneatis  but 
M.  Legros,  backed  by  Dupuytren,  says  yes,  and  appeals  to  actual  cases 
with  experiments  on  dogs  ;  and  as  to  the  cutting  of  balls,  he  showed  one, 
erroneously  attributed  to  the  insurgents,  which  had  entered  the  frontal  bone, 
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and  was  extracted  from  under  the  hairy  scalp  covering  the  occipital  ;  which 
latter  was  extensively  shaitered  ;  this  ball  looked  very  irregular  and  cut 
in  several  places,  with  splinters  of  bone  adherent  to  the  head.  Among 
the  shower  of  balls  which  in  a  platoon  fire  entered  an  ironmonger's  shop,  a 
great  many  were  greatly  misshapen  by  meeting  with  resisting  substances  ; 
one,  in  particular,  looked  very  much  like  a  corkscrew. — London  Laiicet. 


Nitrate  of  Silver. — We  are  often  called  on  by  physicians  to  point  a 
stick  of  lunar  caustic  for  convenient  use.  Several  modes  are  in  use  : — 
by  solution,  by  mechnnical  force,  and  by  casting  in  a  mould  ;  but  by.  far  the 
most  expeditious  and  easy  method  is  the  following  : — Take  a  silver  coin 
(say  half  a  dollar),  hold  it  with  a  pair  of  forceps  over  the  flame  of  a  lamp 
until  it  is  hoi  enough  to  fuse  the  nitrate,  then  having  the  cylinder  of  caus- 
tic in  the  right  hand,  between  the  thumb  and  index  finger,  holding  it  at  an 
angle  of  30  or  40  degrees  with  the  surface  of  the  coin,  pressing  the  point 
on  the  latter  and  turning  the  cylinder  as  the  part  in  contact  fuses  off.  A 
little  practice  gives  great  dexterity  ;  and  a  point  of  any  required  acuteness 
may  be  obtained,  whilst  the  excess  of  the  salt  on  the  surface  of  the  coin 
can  be  returned  to  the  bottle. — American  Journal  of  Pharwacy. 


Medical  MisccUany . —Y)x .  Charles  H.  Weltnore  sailcnl  fitr  the  Sandwich  Ishmds,  from 
Boston,  liisl  wo«^U,  in  the  srrvice  of  tlie  Ainciricnn  Board  of  Foreij^n  Missions. — The 
aveiagp  number  of  itih;ibitiinls  to  a  square  mile  in  China,  is  ;  in  Kni^l.ind,  '.236;  in 
Ireland,  275. —  A  Frenchman  at  Lonth.  Eoj^.,  of  mofleriite  size,  btit  muscular,  with  no- 
thing in  his  hand,  broke,  by  a  sheer  bUjw,  first  a  larse  jjii;ce  of  flint,  which  was  shiv- 
ered into  a  flozen  pieces,  then  a  big  granite  cobble  ;  this  h^•  hioke  clean  into  two  jiieces. 
There  w;is  no  tri<  k  whatever  in  the  feat  ;  but  it  was  done  bv  the  strength  and  muscle  of 
a  nan  live  feel  two  inches  iiigh — At  A  lexandria ,  K  v .,  h\ di(i|ih(d)ia  is  represented  lo 
be  extensively  prevalent  among  tlie  dogs  and  catlle. — (Miloroioi  nj  has  been  used  suc- 
cessfully in  [owa.  One  half  the  lower  jaw  was  recently  removed  by  Dr.  French 
from  a  child  8  years  old,  who  was  totally  unconscions  nf  tlie  dreadful  operation. — On 
the  first  Monday  in  December  llie  first  course  of  medical  lectures  in  the  University  of 
Iowa,  will  commence  at  lovva  city. —  Lvne  Sterlii>g  has  just  added  .*{^5000  to  his  pre- 
;  vious  donation  of  $HO,()00  to  fjund  a  medicnl  college  to  bear  his  name,  iti  Columbus, 
Ohio. — An  idea  has  been  advanced  abroad,  that  cholera  is  propagated  bv  minute  insects, 
j  flying  in  the  form  of  invisible  clouds  over  the  world. — The  insurrection  among  the  fe- 
I  males  in  a  Hospital  in  France,  meniioned  in  last  week's  Jourtial  as  occurring  at  Lyons, 
took  place  in  Marseilles  — I3r.  Holmes,  in  his  report  to  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion, described  the  New  York  Annalist  as  a  wiwldij  [)uhli(ration.  This  is  a  mistake — it 
being  published  only  twice  a  iiionlh.  The  Boston  Journal  is  the  only  weekly  medical 
one  in  the  country. 


Married, — At  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  F.  W.  Cragin,  M.D..  American  Consul  at  Paramaribo,  to 
Miss  M.  J.  Fowler. 


Died, — At  Worcester,  Mas.'^.,  Dr.  Thomas  Fiske,  killed  on  a  railroad. — In  Roxbury,  Mass., 
Dr..fosephB.  Pettes,  68.— In  Pordand,  Me.,  Dr.  Albus  Rea,  54. — At  Parsboro',  INova  Scotia, 
Christopher  C.  Yates,  M.D.,  formerly  of  New  York. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Oct.  21 .  (18. — Males,  34 — females,  34 — Still- 
born, 10.  Of  consumption,  9 — disease  of  the  ()owels,  8 — dysentery,  11 — cholera  infantum,  1 — ty- 
phus fever,  2 — scarlet  fever,  2 — slow  fever,  3 — lung  fever.  2 — old  age,  2— croup,  2 — disease 
of  the  heart,  3 — disease  of  the  hip,  1 — paralysis,  3 — inllanmiation  of  the  brain,  1 — infantile, 

4  syphilis,  1 — disease  of  the  spine,  1 — marasmus,  2 — erysipelas,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — child-bed,  2 — ■ 

canker  in  the  bowels,  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — convulsions,  2 — diarrhoea,  2. 

Under  5  years,  22 — between  5  and  20  years.  7 — between  20  and  40  years,  21 — between  4(0 
aud  60  years,  7— over  60  years.  11. 


MEDICAL  JOURNAL  ADVERTISING  SHEET. 


MASSACHUSETTS  MEDICAL  COLLEGE. 
The  Medical  Lectures  of  Hsirvuid  Universiiy  will  coiiinifiice  on  tlit  liisf  V'ldnesday  in  November 
at  llie  Medicfil  College  in  Grove  sireet,  lioston,  and  conlinue  four  nion.lis.  ' 

Olistelrics  iind  Mediciil  .liirisprudence,  by       ...      Waltkii  Channing,  M.D. 

Materia  MediCH  and  Clinical  Medicine,  by    -  J  acob  iiicKLovv,  M.D. 

Sinirery,  by  George  ILvywakd,  M.l). 

Ctieini.stry,  by  .John  W.  Weusteu,  M.D. 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  by      ....      .John  Ware,  M.D. 

Paiholojiical  Anaioiny,  by  .John  H.  R.  J ackson,  M.I). 

Anatomy  and  Physiology,  by  Oliver  W.  Holmes,  M.D. 

The  fees  for  the  whole  Course  are  collectively,  $80.  MatricHjai ion,  $3.  Dissecting  Ticket,  $5. 
Graduation,  $20.    Aduiission  to  the  Ilospiial  and  use  of  ilic  Library  are  gratuitous. 

The  new  Medical  College  in  Grove  .street  is  of  ample  diuicnsions,  and  contains,  besides  its  Lecture 
Rooms,  a  very  e\lensive  museum  of  Healthy  and  Pailu  logical  Preparations,  and  a  complete  Chemi- 
cal Laboratory. 

The  Massachusetts  General  Hospital  is  now  one  of  the  largest,  best  endowed  and  best  arranired 
institutions  in  the  United  States.  Four  of  the  Prolessois  in  the  University  are  also  Physicians  or 
Surgeons  of  the  lIos[)ital,  so  that  regular  clinical  instructioi.'is  given,  and  all  the  surgical  operations 
are  open  to  the  Medical  Students  during  the  l,ectnres  and  throughout  the  year. 

July  26,  1818.  Aug2— eptL  OLIV Ell  W,  HOLMES,  Dean. 

J.  P.  MAYNARD'S  LIQUID  ADHESIVE  PLASTER,  OR  COTTON"  rOI-UTICN^ 
A  NEW  and  elegant  substitute  for  Plaster  Clotli,  futures,  Bandages,  &c.,  in  surgical  operations.    It  ia 
also  much  prefenihh;  to  Court  Plaster  and  Gold  Beater's  Skin,  being  nearly  the  color  of  the  skin,  adhe- 
ring more  closuly  to  it,  and  continuing  pliable  and  unart'ected  by  washing. 

This  article,  originally  applied  to  Surgery  by  J.  P.  MAY^■ARU,  has  been  found  by  all  Surgeons  who 
have  tested  it,  far  sujierior  and  more  convenient  than  any  former  means  of  dressing  Incised  Wounds. 
For  Burns,  Sore  Nipples,  and  all  excoriated  surfaces,  it  has  proved  extremely  ei'iicacious.  It  is  not 
acted  upon  by  water,  and  adheres  with  almost  incredible  tenacity  to  the  skin,  keeping  the  edges  of  the 
■wound  cioselv  together,  and  causing  it  to  heal  with  hardly  a  percejjtible  scar. 

Prepared  after  the  formula  of  J.  P.  Maynard,  by  MAYNARD  &  NOYES,  and  for  sale  by  them  at 
No.  11  Merchant's  Row.  apr.  26— eptf 

PURIFIED  COD  LIVER  OIL. 
Sold  at  wholesale  and  retail,  by  WM.  B.  LITTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists,  104  Hanover  street.  mh22 


PURE  CHLOROFORM. 
For  sale  l»y  Joseph  Burnett,  Apothecary,  No.  33  Tremont  Row.  Jan.  5— tf. 


CONCENTRATED  CHLORIC  ETHER. 
Wm.  B.  Little  &  Co.,  Chemisis,  104  Hanover  St.,  have  (or  sale  Concentrated  Chloric  Ether,  of  the 
same  strength  and  (iii.ility  as  that  distilled  by  them  for  the  Massacliuset Is  General  Hospital,  and 
which  is  recommended  by  Dr.  John  C.  Warren,  and  other  eminent  surgeons,  as  being  preterableto 
chlorolbrin  for  anajsllielic  purposes.    Also,  as  above. 

PURE  CHi-OROFORM, 
in  any  quantity,  at  wholesale  and  retail,  at  the  lowest  market  prices.  June  7— tf 

TO  TH"^  FACULTY— SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
The  subscriber  res])ectfully  informs  the  Profession,  that  he  is  established  at  No.  IB  School  Street, 
Boston,  for  the  manidlu^turing  and  rei)airing  ot  every  descri|)tion  of  Surgical  Instruments.  Having 
been  for  upwards  of  twenty  years  severally  in  the  employ  of  Weiss  &  Co.,  Evans  &  Co.,  and  also  the 
eminent  firm  of  Savigny  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  became  practically  acquainted  with  all  the  delicate 
intricacies  of  his  business,  he  assures  those  who  may  favor  him  with  their  patronage,  that  no  dis- 
play of  skill,  attention  and  punctuality  will  be  wanting  on  his  part  to  secure  a  continuance  of  the 
same. 

Having  been  highly  recommended,  by  the  last  mentioned  firm,  to  the  Royal  Orthopedic  Hospital, 
London,  for  upwaids  i>['  two  years  he  there  manufactured  and  adjusted  to  upwards  of  one  thousand 
patients,  ail  tlu-  varions  mechanical  apparatus  for  the  relief  and  cure  of  every  species  of  deformity, 
subject  to  tlic  s(ii)ervision  of  the  distiiiiiuished  gentlemen  wlio  were  interested  in  the  success  of  that 
institution — viz.  Mr.  Lawrence,  Mr.  Liston,  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie,  and  the  resident  Surgeons,  Messrs. 
Tamplin,  Lonsdale  and  Chance,  l)y  whom  lie  was  fully  instructed  in  all  that  pertains  to  the  success- 
ful ])ractice  of  Ortliopedy,  as  w(>ll  as  the  accurate  manufacture  of  the  precise  kind  of  instrument  re- 
quired in  eacii  case  of  dclbi  niity. 

Surgeons  and  Piiysiciaiis,  therefore,  desirous  of  including  Orthopedic  Surgery  in  their  regular  prac- 
tice, have  now  an  oppo'  l  iinity  of  doing  so,  never  before  presented  to  them,  inasmuch  as  he  has  super- 
added many  va]iial)lH  improvements  of  his  own,  to  the  respective  instruments,  finally  arrived  at  by 
very  slow  and  expnisive  i)ro(H's,ses,  wiiich  the  ample  funds  of  the  Royal  Orthopedic  Hospital  alone 
could  su|)[)Iy,  as  not  h  ss  than  thirty  thousand  dollars  were  exi)ended  in  testing  the  various  mechani- 
cal arraiigciuents  brlnre  a  saf ;  and  satisfactory  result  was  obtained.  His  mode  of  procedure  will  be 
the  same  us  prevails  in  tiu^  private  jiractice  of  tlie  faculty  in  London,  viz. : — to  make  the  apparatus, 
atid  leave  tlie  subsequent  treatment  in  the  hands  of  the  i)rofession,  of  the  nature  of  which  treatment 
every  information  will  be  cheerfully  furnished.  In  the  cases  of  poor  persons  recommended  to  him  by 
the  faculty,  he  will  be  happy  to  attend  to  their  treatment,  at  the  mere  cost  of  the  apparatus,  thus 
afl'ording  them  the  benevolent  advantages  obtained  in  the  public  hospitals  of  the  older  cities  of  Europe. 

Reference  will  be  given  to  a  few  severe  cases  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  in  which  other  means  have 
been  tried  and  signally  failed,  but  in  which  this  mild  system  of  treatment  has  effected  a  perfect  cure, 
without  any  pain  or  inconvenience  whatever  to  the  patients.  HENRY  FININLEY. 

No.  18  School  St.  Boston,  July,  1848.  Aug.  2.  

A  GOOD  OPPOPTUNITY 
Now  offers  in  Grantville,  in  Nova  Scotia,  for  a  physician  of  ability  to  establish  liimself  in  permanent 
practice.   Jncome  perhaps  ijlsSOO  to  $1,000.    Direct  to  Dr.  G.  B.  Dexter,  Lower  Grantville,  N.  S., 
to  be  left  at  Ladd  &  Hall's,  Boston.  p4— tf 
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COMMUNICATION  ON  HYGIENE,  FROM  THE  MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 
OF  THE  NATIONAL  INSTITUTE. 

[It  will  be  recollected  by  many  of  our  readers,  that  this  Journal  was 
selected,  some  years  since,  as  the  medium  of  communicating  to  the  pub- 
lic the  various  reports  made  to  the  Medical  Department  of  the  National 
Institute,  at  Washington.  Many  valuable  papers  were  thus  given  to  the 
profession — comprising  a  valuable  essay  on  fever,  by  Dr.  Hodgkin,  of 
London  ;  a  report  of  an  interesting  case,  by  Professor  Miller,  of  Wash- 
ington ;  an  essay  on  the  use  and  abuse  of  medicine,  by  Dr.  Buck,  of 
Washington  ;  and  answers  to  the  Department's  Circular,  by  Dr.  Web- 
ber, of  Charlestown,  N.  H.,  Dr.  Horner  of  Virginia,  Dr.  Day  of  Liberia, 
Africa,  and  Dr.  McCormac  of  Belfast,  Ireland.  We  are  glad  to  see,  by 
the  published  proceedings  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  that 
the  Institute  is  not  wholly  extinct.  Two  delegates,  Drs.  James  Wynne 
and  John  M.  Thomas,  were  appointed  by  it  to  the  Association,  and  the 
following  communication  was  presented  by  them.  As  it  relates  to  mat- 
ters which  have  been  so  often  alluded  to  in  our  pages,  we  copy  it  entire. 
The  Circular  alluded  to  may  be  found  at  page  328,  vol.  31.] 

The  Medical  Department  of  the  National  Institute,  at  a  sitting  held 
May,  1845,  appointed  a  committee  to  inquire  into  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  United  States,  with  very  extensive  powers.  The  committee  from 
time  to  time  issued  circulars  to  members  of  the  medical  profession,  and 
others  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  soliciting  information  on  the 
various  causes  supposed  to  exercise  a  prejudicial  influence  on  health,  and 
requested  aid  in  the  development  of  this  important  inquiry.  Numerous 
replies  have  been  received,  and  much  valuable  information  obtained 
by  the  committee ;  but,  notwithstanding  its  most  strenuous  endeavors, 
it  has,  up  to  the  present  moment,  failed  to  collect  such  a  minute,  and, 
at  the  same  time,  extended  series  of  observations,  as  to  enable  it  to  make 
an  accurate  report  based  on  such  authority  as  it  deemed  due  to  so  vital 
an  inquiry. 

Among  others,  two  prominent  causes  tended  greatly,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  its  labors,  to  retard  its  progress  : — 1st,  The  general  apathy  ex- 
isting even  in  the  minds  of  medical  men  on  the  subject  of  hygiene  ;  and 
2d,  The  favorable  opinions  entertained  by  almost  every  one  addressed  by 
the  committee,  of  the  healthiness  of  his  own  particular  locality.  The 
14 
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committee,  and  the  department  which  created  it,  have  had  the  gratifica- 
tion to  witness  the  first  of  these  causes  yielding  to  an  exceeding  solici- 
tude on  the  part  of  the  members  of  the  medical  profession  to  discuss 
and  develop  this  question,  so  tliat  at  the  present  hour  there  is  scarcely  a 
medical  journal,  society,  or  well-educated  man,  who  is  not  fully  aroused 
to  its  importance.  For  much  of  this  newly  inspired  zeal,  they  are 
doubtless  indebted  to  the  preliminary  eflbrts  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  which  has  thus  exhibited,  in  its  very  inception,  the  great 
advantages  which  are  likely  to  flow  from  its  continuance,  and  the  De- 
partment indulges  the  hope  that  under  its  auspices  the  sanitary  condition 
of  the  Union  may  be  fully  developed,  human  life  prolonged,  and  the 
desolations  of  disease  curtailed. 

Before,  however,  any  considerable  advances  can  be  made,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  make  medical  men  aware  of  the  operations  of  the  injurious 
agencies  constantly  affecting  human  life,  even  in  the  most  favored  locali- 
ties, because  until  they  are  prepared  to  admit  the  existence  of  these  evils, 
they  will  not  be  in  a  state  of  mind  to  detect  and  scrutinize  them  with 
sufficient  accuracy  to  render  their  observations  of  any  practical  utility. 
The  simultaneous  movement  in  England,  which  has  been  attended  with 
devolopments  of  the  most  extraordinary  character,  has,  in  some  degree, 
prepared  the  way  for  these  admissions ;  but  the  Department  has  reason 
to  know  that  the  medical  profession  in  this  country,  as  a  general  rule, 
has  many  preconceived  prejudices  to  overcome,  in  order  to  prepare  it  to 
enter  into  the  inquiry  with  that  spirit  of  philosophic  research,  which  can 
alone  make  its  deductions  practically  useful. 

The  Department  would  not  presume  to  dictate  to  this  highly  honora- 
ble body,  but  as  the  pioneer  in  this  sanitary  movement,  it  is  exceedingly 
desirous  of  interchanging  sentiments  with  an  Association,  which  is  des- 
tined hereafter  to  play  so  important  a  part  in  the  development  of  a  ques- 
tion in  which  they  both  take  so  deep  an  interest — a  question  second  in 
importance  to  none  other  which  can  occupy  the  deliberations  of  either. 

The  United  States  may  be  considered  as  a  country  in  which  no  legis- 
lative enactments  exist,  regulating  its  sanitary  condition,  for  with  the  ex- 
ception of  some  municipal  regulations,  forced  from  the  necessity  of  cir- 
cumstances upon  the  large  cities,  and  a  few  of  the  first  steps  of  legisla- 
tion in  one  or  two  of  the  States  of  the  Union,  each  individual  is  permit- 
ted to  exercise  his  own  free  will  in  regard  to  hygienic  measures,  too 
frequently  either  from  ignorance  of  its  laws,  or  cupidity,  at  the  expense  of 
great  sacrifices  of  human  life.  Society,  whilst  it  possesses  advantages,  is 
likewise  attended  with  evils,  the  most  prominent  of  which  is,  the  gene- 
ration of  causes  detrimental  to  health,  and  destructive  to  life;  and  the 
more  compact  society  becomes,  cceteris  paribus,  the  more  manifestly 
these  causes  develop  themselves;  hence,  densely-populated  cities  present 
the  greatest  complication  of  these  evils,  and  those  most  difficult  of  eradi- 
cation. The  main  question,  however,  which  presents  itself  to  the  in- 
quirer into  the  subject  of  human  health,  is  not  what  state  of  society  is 
most  favorable  to  its  continuance,  but  what  measures  may  be  resorted  to 
for  the  purpose  of  mitigating  the  evils  which  its  existing  state  induces. 
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Many  of  these  causes  o[)erating  directly  on  the  human  body,  inducing 
disease  and  excessive  mortality,  are  sufficiently  obvious.  No  one  will 
'pretend  to  deny  that  deficient  ventilation,  improper  drainage,  accumula- 
tion of  filth,  and  a  scanty  supply  of  water,  are  all  in  themselves  power- 
ful predisposing  causes  of  disease,  and  that  when  conjoined,  they  cannot 
fail  to  produce  a  high  rate  of  mortality.  This  is  the  theory  ;  but  is  the 
practice  in  accordance  with  this  theory  ?  The  Department  would  appeal 
to  the  experience  of  every  men^ber  of  this  Association  in  justification 
of  the  position  that  it  is  not,  and  that  there  is  not  a  populous  town  in 
this  country,  placed  under  such  sanitary  regulations  as  to  insure  tlie  in- 
habitants against  the  operation  of  these  causes.  Dr.  T.  Southwood 
Smith,  in  his  examination  before  the  committee  of  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, declares,  that  "  in  every  district  in  which  fever  returns  frequently, 
and  prevails  extensively,  there  is  uniformly  bad  sewerage,  a  bad  supply 
of  water,  a  bad  supply  of  scavengers,  and  a  consequent  accumulation  of 
filth,  and  I  have  observed  this  to  be  so  uniformly  and  generally  the 
case,  that  I  have  been  accustomed  to  express  the  fact  in  this  way.  If 
you  trace  down  the  fever  districts  on  a  map,  and  then  compare  that  map 
with  the  map  of  the  commissioners  of  sewers,  you  will  find  that  wherever 
the  connnissioners  of  sewers  have  not  been,  there  fever  is  prevalent ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  wherever  they  have  been,  there  fever  is  compara- 
tively absent."  "  And  again,"  he  adds,  "  every  day's  experience  con- 
vinces me  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  these  evils  is  capable  of  being 
removed  ;  that  if  proper  attention  were  paid  to  sanitary  measures,  the 
mortality  of  these  districts  would  be  most  materially  diminished  ;  per- 
haps in  some  places  one  third  ;  in  others,  one  half." 

Dr.  E.  Rigby,  senior  physician  to  the  General  Lying-in  Hospital  in 
the  York-road,  Lambeth,  in  answer  to  the  sewer  commissioners,  states 
that  "Puerperal  fever  still  continued  to  make  its  appearance  from  time 
to  time,  and  occasionally  with  great  severity.  As  the  physicians  were 
dissatisfied  with  the  existing  means  of  ventilating  the  wards  to  such  an 
extent  as  could  be  done  with  safety  to  the  patients,  and  as  it  was  found 
that,  unless  quickly  changed,  the  air  becomes  speedily  loaded  with  effluvia, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  in  April,  1842,  to  adopt  Dr.  Reid's  plan  of 
ventilation. 

"  When  this  new  plan  came  into  operation,  much  opposition  was  ex- 
perienced from  the  female  attendants,  and  great  difficulty  in  preventing 
them  from  closino:  the  difi^erent  valves  for  admitting  fresh,  and  emittinfr 
foul  air.  In  November,  1842,  during  a  moist  and  unusually  warm 
state  of  the  atmosphere  for  that  season  of  the  year,  I  found,  on  visiting 
the  Hospital  one  evening,  that  the  air  of  one  ward,  which  had  its  full 
number  of  patients,  all  of  whom  had  been  recently  delivered,  was  exceed- 
ingly close  and  oppressive,  and  the  thermometer  at  75^,  and  it  w^as  stated 
to  have  been  even  so  high  as  78°  ;  the  air  had  a  decidedly  sour  smell, 
and  was  evidently  much  loaded  with  effluvia.  This  improper  state  of 
things  had  been  produced  by  closing  the  valves,  and  cutting  off  the 
ventilation  in  defiance  of  my  strict  orders  to  the  contrary.  I  strongly  re- 
monstrated, declaring  that  puerperal  fever  would  appear  in  twenty-four 
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hours.  In  eighteen  liours  I  was  called  to  see  a  wonnan  with  symptoms 
of  the  disease  in  that  ward  ;  she  died,  and  several  other  women  in  the 
same  ward  were  also  attacked.  In  July  two  of  my  own  pupils  became 
house  surgeons  to  the  establishment,  gentlemen  in  whom  I  placed  the 
fullest  confidence,  and  wlio  carried  out  my  orders  respecting  the  ventila-' 
tion  of  the  wards,  in  spite  of  much  opposition  and  personal  annoyance. 
From  that  moment  we  have  not  had  a  case  of  puerperal  fever ;  patients 
have  been  admitted  broken  down  by  poverty  and  misery,  severe  and 
dangerous  labors  have  occurred  amongst  them,  and  there  has  been  every 
possible  variety  of  weather,  but  up  to  the  present  time,  since  July,  there 
lias  not  occurred  the  slightest  trace  of  puerperal  fever." 

Tlie  testimony  of  these  two  gentletnen,  who  stand  deservedly  high  in 
their  different  branches  of  the  profession,  is  here  adduced,  in  order  to  show 
that  two  of  the  most  alarming  and  fatal  scourges  of  humanity,  typhus 
and  puerperal  fevers,  are  intimately  connected  with,  and  in  a  great  de- 
gree dependent  upon,  accumulations  of  filth,  and  impure  atmosphere,  and 
that  their  ravages  are  immediately  under  the  control  of  sanitary  measures, 
and  may  be  checked  by  a  faithful  compliance  with  proper  legislative 
enactments. 

But  tliese  powerful  elements  of  disease  do  not  always  present  them- 
selves to  the  consideration  of  the  medical  man  in  forms  tluis  concentrated 
and  fatal.  They  may  occur  singly  or  in  subtle  forms,  requiring  great 
nicety  of  discrimination,  and  labored  research  to  detect  them,  and  under 
these  circumstances,  it  is  iin possible  for  the  physician  who  has  not  fully 
acquainted  himself  with  the  subject,  either  to  discover  or  apply  the 
means  necessary  for  their  removal.  The  merest  tyro  in  his  profession 
is  enabled  to  decide  upon  a  strongly-marked  case  of  disease,  exhibiting 
decided  symptoms,  but  it  requires  the  master  of  his  art  to  discover 
through  complications  which  mark  the  ailment,  the  true  causes  of  aber- 
ration from  health.  If  this  be  true  in  relation  to  the  manifestations  of 
disease  in  the  human  body,  with  how  much  greater  force  may  it  not  be 
applied  to  the  discrimination  of  those  subtle  agents,  which,  like  the 
winged  messenger  of  death,  float  unseen  around  us,  and  only  manifest 
themselves  in  their  effects. 

It  would  be  taking  an  exceedingly  narrow  view  of  this  subject  to  con- 
fine the  operation  of  these  pernicious  agents  to  the  production  of  the 
two  forms  of  fever  already  mentioned,  or  indeed  all  forms  of  fever,  for 
there  is  scarcely  a  type  of  disease  to  which  the  human  body  is  liable, 
that  may  not  be  directly  induced,  or  at  least  sustained  by  them,  and  per- 
haps the  evil  influences  exerted  by  the  indirect  action  of  these  dele- 
terious causes,  are  more  to  be  dreaded  than  those  more  direct  and  fatal. 
When  not  sufficiently  concentrated  to  produce  fever,  they  may  act  by 
deranging  the  function  of  one  or  another  of  the  organs  of  the  body,  and 
thus  destroy  its  power  to  resist  disease  from  other  sources.  Disorders 
of  the  digestive  organs  sufficiently  numerous  in  themselves,  occasioned 
by  these  causes,  by  enfeebling  the  body,  render  it  susceptible  to  alterna- 
tions of  temperature,  and  thus  death  occurs  from  inflammation  of  the 
air-tubes,  consumption,  and  kindred  causes.    It  is  scarcely  possible  to 
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estimate  the  amount  of  mortality  llius  induced  by  the  indirect  action  of 
tliese  poisonous  agencies. 

In  view  of  tlie  immense  and  growing  importance  of  this  subject,  the 
Medical  Department  of  tlie  National  Institute  would  recommend  to  the 
American  Medical  Association — 

1st.  The  establishment  of  a  permanent  committee  on  hygiene. 

2d.  A  recommendation  to  the  various  State  leo-islatures  to  establish 

o 

throughout  the  Union  uniform  systems   for  the  registration  of  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages. 

[In  connection  with  the  above,  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  agreeably  lO 
this  recommendation,  a  Committee  on  Public  Hygiene  was  appointed 
by  the  Association,  of  which  Dr.  Wynne,  of  Baltimore,  is  Chairman. 
A  circular  has  been  issued  by  them,  from  which  we  make  the  following 
extracts.] 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  committee  to  make  a  sanitary  report,  em- 
bracing the  principal  cities  in  the  United  States,  and  with  a  view  of 
facilitating  their  inquiries,  you  will  greatly  oblige  by  furnishing  the  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  who  requests  the  information  of  you,  with  answers 
to  the  following  questions  : — 

1.  What  is  the  population  of  the  town,  and  its  position  in  relation 
to  the  surrounding  country  ;  what  the  geological  formation  of  the  coun- 
try, the  nature  of  its  surface  and  subsoil,  and  the  means  of,  or  impedi- 
ments to  drainage,  more  especially  within  the  town  limits  ? 

2.  What  is  the  character  of  the  town  in  reference  to  health  ;  what 
is  the  condition  of  its. most  unhealthy  and  crowded  parts,  where  disease 
is  supposed  to  be  most  prevalent,  and  to  what  causes  are  such  diseases 
mainly  attributable  ? 

3.  What  are  the  arrangements  for  drainage  ?  Is  there  a  public  sur- 
vey of  levels  ;  are  the  streets  and  alleys  paved  and  laid  out  with  a  pro- 
per inclination  for  surfcice  drainage,  or  are  they  defective  in  these  particu- 
lars ;  is  the  drainage  effected  by  sewers  or  surface  drainage,  and  is  the 
mode  adopted  effective  ? 

4.  What  is  the  mode  and  expense  of  cleansing  the  streets  ;  are  the 
courts  and  alleys  occupied  by  the  poor,  cleaned,  and  how  often  ;  where 
is  the  refuse  from  the  houses  deposited,  and  where  is  the  street  manure 
kept,  and  how  disposed  of? 

5.  What  is  the  condition  of  the  more  densely-populated  parts  of  the 
town  in  respect  to  ventilation  ?  Are  the  streets  wide  or  narrow  ?  Are 
courts  and  alleys  built  up  and  closed  at  the  end,  and  what  is  the  character 
of  the  houses  of  the  poor  ?  What  number  of  families  occupy  one  house  ; 
how  many  persons  live  in  one  room,  and  what  provision  for  ventilation  ? 
How  are  the  houses  warmed  in  winter  ? 

6.  What  is  the  system  of  public  schools,  and  its  influence  on  health  ? 
At  what  ages  are  children  received  into  them  ?  What  is  the  size  of 
room,  the  number  of  occupants,  time  allotted  to  instruction,  means  af- 
forded for  exercise  in  the  open  air,  and  length  of  summer  vacation  ? 

7.  What  hospitals  and  dispensaries  ?    How  are  the  public  buildings 
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ventilated,  as  churches,  &:c.,  and  what  provision  for  public  grounds  or 
squares  ? 

8.  From  what  source  is  the  town  supplied  with  water?  Wliat  are  its 
qualities,  and  is  it  abundant? 

9.  Are  the  municipal  regulations  on  the  above  subjects  effective  or 
not  ? 


FOREIGN  BODIES  IN  THE  RECTUM. 

BY  T.  M.  HARRIS,  M.D.,  HARRISVILLE,  VA. 

The  novel  and  remarkable  character  of  the  following  case  consti- 
tutes my  apology  for  communicating  it  to  the  profession.  ( 
On  the  1 9th  of  May,  1846,  1  was  summoned  to  attend  a  young 
Dutchman  in  this  neighborhood,  and  received  the  following  history  of 
his  case  : — 

He  had  been  suffering  from  an  attack  of  piles,  and  having  been  in- 
formed that  the  disease  could  be  cured  by  introducing  the  neck  of  a 
well-greased  bottle  containing  some  hot  spirits  of  turpentine,  he  under- 
took to  prove  the  remedy.  But  unfortunately,  using  nothing  larger  than 
a  half-pint  flask,  and  having,  as  1  suppose,  a  more  than  ordinary  capa- 
cious outlet  to  the  alimentary  canal,  tlie  flask  slipped  in,  and  the  sphincter 
closed  upon  it. 

Here  is  a  dilemma — a  man  with  a  half  pint  flask  in  his  rectum  seeks 
relief;  and  what  is  to,  be  done?  Notwithstanding  the  case  borders  a 
little  upon  the  ludicrous,  it  became,  to  me,  a  subj'ect  of  most  serious  and 
anxious  concern.  At  length,  however,  I  resolved  upon  a  plan,  and  ac- 
cordingly went  to  a  blacksmith  and  had  a  pair  of  forceps  made  somewhat 
after  the  fashion  of  the  obstetrical  instrument,  with  blades  about  seven 
inches  long,  by  about  three  fourths  of  an  inch  wide,  and  handles  eight  or 
ten  inches  long.  These  being  prepared,  and  the  blades  well-greased,  I 
introduced  a  blade  at  a  time  so  as  to  enclose  the  bottle,  locked  tfie  instru- 
ment, and  commenced  my  efforts  at  extraction.  But  the  blunt  end,  or 
bottom ^of  the  bottle,  ])resenting,  I  soon  satisfied  myself  that  it  would  be 
no  easy  task  to  effect  its  removal.  At  length,  by  the  force  of  my  efforts, 
1  smashed  the  flask  in  fragments.  Having  no  further  use  for  my  forceps, 
1  laid  them  aside  and  set  myself  carefully  to  work,  removing  it,  a  piece 
at  a  time,  with  my  fingers.  This  I  completely  accomplislied,  after  la- 
boring faithfully  for  about  three  hours.  I  then  washed  the  rectum  by 
throwing  up  large  quantities  of  warm  water;  ordered  a  dose  of  sulph. 
maojnesia,  and  in  three  days  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  my  patient 
about  his  employment. 

On  the  29th  of  January,  1847,  I  was  called  to  see  the  same  patient, 
and  informed  that  a  similar  mishap  had  befallen  him,  the  body  now  in- 
troduced being  a  beet.  I  made  an  examination,  and  could  trace  with  the 
finger  the  large  end  of  a  beet  of  such  dimensions  as  to  cause  the  utmost 
astonishment ;  and  to  increase  the  difficulties  of  the  case,  it  had  been 
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retained  more  than  48  hours,  the  patient  having  entertained  the  intention 
of  dying  like  a  hero,  without  disclosing  his  condition  ;  from  which  deter- 
mination, however,  the  intensity  of  his  sufferings  forced  him  to  depart. 

There  was  now  a  good  deal  of  tumefaction  and  tenderness  about  the 
anus  ;  and  very  great  tenderness  of  the  abdomen  generally — vomiting 
had  set  in.  1  again  introduced  my  forceps,  but  with  great  difficulty,  on 
account  of  the  tumefaction  and  soreness  of  the  parts,  and  soon  found  that 
I  could  not  make  the  necessary  extractive  efforts  without  having  my  for- 
ceps slip  off:  the  patient  was  also  exceedingly  irritable,  and  could  not 
endure  the  necessary  force.  I  now  took  my  forceps  to  the  smith,  had  the 
width  of  the  blades  reduced  one-fourth,  and  the  points  turned  in  so  as  to 
form  a  hook,  obtained  two  or  three  assistants,  and  returned  to  the  novel 
operation. 

Having  premised  a  free  bleeding  and  the  hot  bath,  so  as  to  obtain  a 
good  degree  of  relaxation,  I  administered  35  drops  of  the  tinct.  of  opium, 
and  having  placed  my  patient  on  his  knees  and  strapped  him  down  tight- 
ly over  some  chairs,  I  again  introduced  my  forceps,  and  quickly  succeeded 
in  bringing  away  a  beet  nearly  seven  inches  in  length,  and  in  its  largest 
diameter  about  three  and  a  half  inches. 

It  had  evidently  been  selected  by  my  patient  on  account  of  its  size,  in 
order  that  it  might  be  impossible  for  it  to  be  taken  in  ;  and  feeling  thus 
secure,  he  had  introduced  the  small  end,  and  pressed  down  upon  it  with 
his  whole  weight. 

1  now  administered  injections,  and  laxative  doses,  and  restricted  my 
patient  to  a  low  diet  for  two  or  three  days,  when  he  again  resumed  his 
employment. —  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


ON  THE  OPERATION  OF  COUCHING. 

M.  LuciEN  BoYER  has  read  before  the  Academic  de  Medecine  a  pa- 
per on  the  displacement  of  the  anterior  part  of  the  vitreous  humor  in  the 
operation  of  couching  for  cataract.  After  a  few  theoretical  and  practical 
considerations,  the  author  goes  on  to  state,  that  although  the  capsule  is 
not  always  opaque  in  cataract,  shreds,  which  can  easily  be  seen,  remain 
in  the  field  of  the  pupil  when  the  lens  has  been  made  to  leave  its  capsule  ; 
but  when,  during  the  operation,  the  needle  being  made  to  press  from 
above  downwards,  the  superior  margin  of  the  crystalline  lens  is  seen  to 
descend  vertically,  and  a  crescent  of  a  pure  black  to  appear  above,  leav- 
ing a  cloudless  pupil,  there  is  reason  to  fear  that  the  lens  has  not  left  its 
capsule,  and  that  the  anterior  parts  of  the  vitreous  humor  have  been  car- 
ried along  with  it.  This  supposition  acquires  a  degree  of  probability 
which  verges  very  near  on  certainty,  if  the  lens  re-ascend  into  its  former 
position  as  the  needle  is  being  raised.  Examples  of  this  are  not  rare  in 
practice.  M.  Boyer  then  passes  in  review  the  different  modifications 
which  have  successively  been  introduced,  and  thus  describes  his  own  mode 
of  operation  : — 
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"  The  choice  of  the  instrument  is  not  indifferent ;  I  thinly  that  the 
back  of  the  needle  should  iiave  the  sharp  edge  continued  as  far  as  the 
part  by  which  it  is  fastened  to  the  handle.  I  always  use  a  flat  needle, 
modified  in  this  manner,  and  thrust  it  rapidly  through  the  sclerotica,  two 
or  three  lines  from  the  cornea,  and  towards  the  centre  of  the  vertical 
diameter  of  the  eye.  I  then  make  an  incision  in  the  posterior  part  of  the 
capsule,  along  its  transverse  diameter  ;  and  this  incision  may  be  made  with 
the  posterior  inferior  edge  of  the  needle  vvhich  1  was  just  mentioning,  if 
the  instrument  has  penetrated  the  lens  ;  or  with  the  anterior  edge,  if  the 
needle  has  readied  the  vitreous  humor.  To  make  quite  sure,  each  of 
these  movements  may  be  performed  alternately.  VVliilst  pressure  is  ef- 
fected from  behind  forwards  on  the  posterior  part  of  the  capsule,  in  order 
to  incise  it,  the  lens  may  be  seen  pushed  a  little  forward  towards  the  pu- 
pil;  but  there  is  no  harm  in  this,  as  the  anterior  part  of  the  capsule  is 
still  intact.  When  the  incision  is  made,  I  rotate  the  needle,  so  as  to  make 
one  flat  surface  of  it  look  forwards  and  the  other  backwards  ;  and  using 
the  point  of  introduction  as  a  centre,  I  give  the  needle  a  movement  of 
circumduction,  which  brings  it  over  the  superior  border  of  the  lens  down 
under  the  anterior  aspect  of  the  cataract.  When  the  instrument  has 
reached  this  point,  the  anterior  part  of  the  capsule  may  be  torn  or  dis- 
placed ;  or  this  laceration  may  be  postponed  until  after  the  couching  of 
the  lens.  Whether  the  one  or  the  other  of  these  modes  of  proceeding  be 
adopted,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  pressing  the  lens  through  the  posterior 
aperture  in  the  capsule  ;  but  if  the  cataract  be  soft,  there  would  perhaps 
be  some  advantage  in  refraining  from  opening  the  anterior  part  of  the  cap- 
sule before  displacing  the  lens.  If  the  lens  should  have  been  displaced 
before  the  anterior  half  of  the  capsule  be  torn,  the  operation  should  always 
be  terminated  by  effecting  this  laceration  ;  and  if  this  cannot  be  done  in 
acting  upon  the  whole  of  this  anterior  capsule,  it  should  be  divided  into 
shreds,  and  the  latter  disseminated  in  all  directions.  When  1  wish  to  dis- 
place a  hard  cataract  altogether,  I  press  directly  from  before  backwards 
on  the  central  part  of  the  lens,  in  bringing  the  handle  of  the  instrument 
forwards,  taking  care  neither  to  raisen  or  lower  it,  in  order  to  push  the  lens 
just  towards  the  centre  of  the  eye.  By  this  means  the  lens  is  pressed 
against  the  aperture  previously  made  in  the  posterior  part  of  the  capsule, 
passes  through  it,  and  comes  in  contact  with  the  vitreous  humor.  When 
this  first  stage  of  displacement  is  over,  I  turn  the  needle,  so  as  to  place 
one  flat  surface  of  it  upwards,  and  the  other  downwards  ;  and  during  this 
movement  I  effect  the  lowering  of  the  lens,  which  I  then  depress,  in 
pushing  it  flatly  towards  the  inner  wall  of  the  eye,  upon  the  inferior  rec- 
tus muscle,  or  the  space  which  separates  it  from  the  external  rectus.  It 
is  at  this  stage  of  the  operation,  if  it  have  not  been  done  before,  that  the 
anterior  part  of  the  capsule  should  be  displaced  and  torn." — Lancet. 
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A  TREATISE  ON  ETHERIZATION    IN  CHILD-BIRTH,   BY  WALTER 

CIIANNING,  M.D. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Etherization  ha?  been  employed  in  midwifery  a  little  more  than  a 
year.  It  has  found  a  few  warm  advocates  and  many  uncompromising 
opponents,  it  has  been  objected  that  it  is  dangerous  to  mother  and  child. 
In  commenting  on  the  objections,  Dr.  Channing  remarks  that  they  are 
theoretical,  and  are  founded  chiefly  on  the  results  of  its  action  in  the  lower 
orders  of  animals.  M.  Flourens,  for  example,  attempts  to  show  the 
mode  in  which  etlierization  impresses  the  nervous  centres — its  successive 
action  on  the  several  portions  of  the  brain — the  increasing  danger  as  it 
proceeds  from  the  hemispheres  to  the  medulla  oblongata.  He  would 
show,  in  fine,  that  the  subjects  of  etherization  would  die,  according  to  the 
physiological  laws  of  the  medulla. 

Actual  experiment,  however,  has  proved,  that,  if  this  be  law  in  regard 
to  lower  animals,  it  is  not  applicable  to  man.  In  view  of  these  facts, 
Dr.  Meigs,  from  whose  letters  the  experiments  of  M.  Flourens  are 
quoted,  has  hitlierto  been  unwilling  to  employ  etherization,  though  he 
admits  that  he  may  be  liable  to  the  charge  of  over  caution,  and  professes 
himself  ready  to  yield  to  conviction  upon  sufficient  proof  of  its  necessity 
or  propriety. 

Another  objection  is  made  by  Mr.  Bransby  Cooper,  which  hardly  de- 
serves a  passing  notice,  viz.,  that  pain  is  beneficial,  "  fitting  the  subjects 
of  lesions  to  reparatory  action."  If  so  flimsy  a  conjecture  required  refu- 
tation, it  would  be  found  in  the  fact  that  death  is  sometimes  caused  solely 
by  the  pain  of  a  surgical  operation. 

There  are  many  others  who  have  refrained  entirely  from  using  it,  not 
on  account  of  prejudice  or  tangible  objections,  but  for  want  of  full  and 
sufficient  evidence  of  its  safety.  That  evidence  is  here  presented.  It  is 
derived  from  the  extensive  personal  experience  of  the  author,  enlarged  by 
contributions  from  all  accessible  sources.  The  author's  main  object  was, 
"  to  ascertain  if  the  use  of  ether  had  been  safe  to  mother  and  child." 
Tlie  facts  and  cases  are  reported  with  a  minuteness  of  detail,  that  in  a 
less  important  matter  might  be  deemed  superfluous.  Dr.  Channing  ob- 
serves that  "  he  would  not  have  it  inferred  that  untoward  results  have  not 
followed  or  will  not  again  follow  etherization  ;  but  that  he  has  not  met 
with  an  untoward  result  in  any  case  of  midwifery  in  which  etherization 
has  been  induced,  which,  by  any  violence  or  ingenuity  of  interpretation, 
can  be  ascribed  to  this  state  as  its  cause  ;  and  further,  that  he  has  met 
with  no  record  of  any  such  case." 

Instructions  are  given  as  to  the  mode  of  administration — its  effects,  he. 
In  its  effects,  there  is  every  variety  of  character  and  degree.  We  have 
seen  some  patients  whose  pains  have  been  relieved,  while  their  conscious- 
ness and  composure  were  perfect;  others  excited — sometimes  violently; 
and  a  very  few  whom  we  have  found  it  impossible  to  etherize.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  we  shall  ascertain  the  cause  of  these  and  other  phenomena, 
and  be  enabled  to  employ  it  with  greater  precision.    If;  as  we  believe, 
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the  benefits  of  etherization,  extending  beyond  tlie  temporary  relief  of  pain^ 
are  manifest  in  the  rapid  convalescence  of  tlie  patient,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  tlie  practitioner  to  acquire  a  degree  of  Aimiliarity  in  its  use,  that 
will  enable  him  not  merely  to  acquiesce  in,  but,  if  necessary,  even  to  urge 
its  employment.  Let  him  do  nothing  rashly,  but  let  him  omit  notliing 
which  contributes  to  comfort  or  safety. 

Apart  from  its  principal  object,  this  work  contains  many  incidental  com- 
ments on  various  subjects  connected  with  the  theory  and  practice  of  mid- 
wifery. When  ti'eating,  for  example,  of  the  physiology  of  the  uterus.  Dr.  C. 
remarks  that  its  healthy  contraction  is  no  more  necessarily  painful  than  is 
that  of  the  rectum  or  bladder.  The  pain  arises  from  the  resistance  to  the 
expulsive  power.  It  is  a  consequence  of  the  opposition  encountered  by 
the  fostus  in  its  progress  through  the  pelvis. 

Dr.  Meigs  has  ex|)ressed  the  same  opinion  in  his  lectures.  "  The  pain 
felt  in  labor  is  owing  to  sensibility  of  the  resisting,  and  not  that  of  the 
expelling  organs."  It  is  also  alluded  to  by  Merriman,  but  we  have  no 
where  seen  it  so  distinctly  and  fully  staled  as  it  is  in  the  volume  before  us. 
We  believe  this  doctrine  to  be  mainly  correct.  In  some  unnatural  con- 
ditions of  the  uterus,  in  "  false  pains,"  for  example,  the  pain  may  have  its 
seat  in  the  fundus.  In  natural  labor,  also  (though  our  author  might  be 
slow  to  admit  it),  pain  probably  has  its  seat  in  the  os  uteri  at  certain 
periods  of  its  dilatation,  before  any  pressure  has  been  brought  to  bear 
upon  it.  In  the  main,  however,  the  pain  of  labor  is  just  as  much  the  re- 
sult of  pressure  and  consequent  injury  by  the  presenting  part  of  the  foetus, 
as  is  the  pain  of  a  surgical  operation  the  result  of  injury  by  the  knife  of 
the  surgeon  ;  and  we  can  readily  perceive  that  the  mode  of  relief  by 
etherization  is  in  both  cases  the  same. 

We  were  struck  with  another  observation  which  is  original  with  the 
author.  He  maintains  that  the  dilatation  of  theos  uteri  is  purely  function- 
al; that  it  is  not  forced  open  by  the  pressure  of  the  head  or  membranes,  or 
by  any  other  mechanical  action  ;  and  that  the  fundus,  so  far  from  instigating, 
if  we  may  so  speak,  the  dilatation  of  the  os  uteri,  is  itself  influenced  and 
excited  to  action  by  that  very  function.  We  may  refer  to  this  and  other 
points  at  some  future  time. 

Boston,  October  25,  1848. 

P.  S.  A  note,*  received  from  Dr.  Channing,  explains  an  anachronisni 
pointed  out  to  him,  and  is  inserted  below. 


"  Dear  Doctor — It  seemed  strange  to  you  that  statements  so  very  difTerent  should  be 
made  on  pnges  2(5  and  27  of  the  volume  on  "  F>thcrization  in  Child-birth,"  just  published, 
in  regard  to  the  time  when  the  earliest  surgical  operations  were  done  during  etheriza- 
tion. 1  sought  the  best  authorities  on  this  subject,  and  collected  my  dates  from  them. 
1  first  consulted  Dr  J.C.  Warren's  tract,  entitled  Ktherization,  with  Surgical  Re- 
marks." The  two  first  operations  at  the  Mass.  Gen.  Hospital  are  mentioned,  the  first 
by  Dr  Warren,  the  second  by  Dr.  Hayward,  but  without  date.  The  next  Work  con- 
sulted was  a  tract  by  Dr.  J.  Mason  Warren,  entitled  "  Inhalation  of  Ether."  At  page 
16,  Dr.  VV.  says,  "  On  October  13th,  a  patient  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital, 
having  to  undergo  an  operation  for  removal  of  a  tumor  of  the  neck,  was  brought  into 
the  operating  theatre,  all  the  arrangements  made  for  the  oper.ttion,  and  Dr.  Warren 
Was  about  to  begin,  when  he  arrested  his  hand,  saying,  "  I  now  recollect,  that  I  pro- 
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To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

My  Dear  Sir, — I  send  you  the  enclosed  letter,  purporting  to  be  what 
the  venerable  and  learned  writer  calls  a  postscript  to  the  one  which 
lately  appeared  in  the  Journal.  In  this,  as  well  as  the  one  just  alluded 
to,  the  doctor  has  advanced  sentiments  in  accordance  with  those  of  the 
celebrated  Dr.  Forbes  in  his  "  Young  Physic,"  and  wliich  coincide 
with  many  of  those  which  you  have  seen  fit  to  make  public.  I  have 
thought  you  would  be  gratified  witb  its  perusal. 

Yours,  very  respectfully, 
Boston,  October  26th,  1848.  William  Ingalls. 

Dear  Sir, — For  the  off-hand  reflections  in  my  late  letter,*  so  long  as 
they  were  confined  to  your  personal  and  friendly  criticism,  I  should  feel 
no  solicitude — but  reviewing  them  in  print,  1  am  apprehensive  of  a  less 
charitable  construction  from  the  impartial  reader,  and  that  from  the  un- 
reserved manner  in  which  I  have  expressed  my  want  of  faith  in  medical 
theories  and  practice  founded  upon  them,  especially  in  the  case  of  fever, 
I  may  be  suspected  of  a  meaning  to  depreciate  or  annul  the  practice  of 
physic  in  general.  I  need  not  tell  you  that  such  was  far  from  being 
my  intention.  No  one  has  more  at  heart  the  honor  and  advancement 
of  the  profession  to  which  1  have  devoted  a  pretty  long  life,  and  no  one 
more  aware  of  the  proverb — "  It  is  a  bad  bird  that  bewrays  its  own 
nest  " ;  and  could  I  harbor  such  a  thought,  I  have  too  little  confidence  in 
my  feeble  eflx)rts,  to  change  the  natural  order  of  things — "  erunt  medici 
donee  homines  " — there  will  be  physicians  as  long  as  there  are  men. 

**  Rack'd  with  soiatics,  tortured  with  the  stone, 
Will  any  mortal  let  himsell'  alone  V 


nriised  Dr.  Morton  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of  trying  a  mode  for  preventing  pain  in 
surgical  operations."  "  The  operation  was  accordingly  postponed  to  tlie  fol- 
lowing Friday,  October  lOtfi,"  when  it  was  done  under  the  influence  of  sulphuric  ether. 

The  next  paragrapii  begins,  "  On  the  following  day,  a  patient  requiring  the  removal 
of  a  lunior  frotn  the  aim,  and  being  rendered  insensible  by  Dr.  Morton's  application, 
Dr.  Warren  requested  Dr.  Hayward,  who  was  present,  to  perform  the  operation,"  which 
he  did. 

My  attention  being  most  attracted  in  Dr.  J.  M.  Warren's  statement,  to  the  first  day 
mentioned,  the  13th,  arul  not  recurring  to  the  whole  passage  when  I  referred  to  it  in 
writing,  that  day  was  inserted  as  the  one  on  which  the  operation  was  done.  This  date 
was  especially  impressed  on  my  mind  by  the  attending  circumstances.  The  next  para- 
grnpli,  beginning  with,  "  On  the  following  day,"  was  of  course  dated  by  me  as  the  14th. 
The  quotation  fron)  Dr.  Hayvvard's  pamphlet  was  made  afterwards,  a  ropy  being  ob- 
tained from  him  for  the  express  purpose  of  presenting  his  views  on  the  siibjcu-t.  It  may 
seem  strange  to  you  that  I  did  not  collate  Dr.  H.'s  statement  with  Dr.  J.  Mastm  War* 
ren's,  but  being  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  first  impression  derived  from  Dr.  W.'s  his- 
tory, this  of  course  was  not  thought  of,  and  so  the  contradiction  between  the  two  quo- 
tations passed  without  correction. 

Tliis  is  a  long  statement  of  an  error  which  I  truly  regret;  but  it  is  one  which  his- 
torical accuracy  requires  me  to  make. 

Boston^  October  25th,  1848.  Very  truly,  Yours,  W.  Channing. 

*  See  Journal  for  Septembers?,  1848. 
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The  urgency  of  pain,  or  the  apprehension  of  danger,  will  impel  the 
sufferer  to  seek  relief;  and  from  whence  so  likely,  as  from  one  of  that 
class  of  men  who  have  made  the  knowledge  and  cure  of  diseases  the 
study  and  business  of  their  lives — one  who  has,  with  these  advantages, 
a  reputation  for  candor,  good  sense  and  practical  skill,  acquired  by  ob- 
servation and  exj)erience? — whose  im[)erfections  (and  he  will  not  pre- 
tend to  be  without  them)  are  inherent  to  the  subject,  and  not  without 
parallel  in  other  laudable  pursuits — agriculture,  for  example,  the  most 
ancient  of  these,  and  nearest  of  kin  to  physic,  both  having  the  same  ob- 
ject in  view%  the  support  and  preservation  of  life.  Agriculture,  like 
physic,  has  its  imperfections — neither  can  pretend  to  anything  like  per- 
fection as  a  science — but  each  highly  useful  and  excellent  as  an  art.  We 
know,  for  instance,  as  little  of  the  principle  of  vitality  which  actuates 
the  vegetable,  as  the  animal — as  little  of  the  remote  cause  of  the  potato- 
rot,  as  of  the  Asiatic  cholera — and  if  ever  a  preventive  or  cure,  for  the  one 
or  the  otlier,  be  discovered,  it  will  be  due  more  to  some  lucky  chance  or 
experiment,  or  to  the  suggestion  of  some  loose  analogy,  than  to  any  a  priori 
reasoning,  or  theory — and  this  remedy,  when  or  how  discovered,  will  add 
another  item  to  the  already  accumulated  knowledge  of  both  farmer  and  phy- 
sician, and  so  far  promote  the  progress  of  both,  in  their  several  fields  of  ac- 
tion— presuming,  always,  that  both  are  well  provided  with  the  knowledge 
hitherto  acquired.  And  this  I  take  to  be  a  fair  illustration  of  the  na- 
ture and  course  of  both  these  useful  arts — founded  chiefly  on  experience, 
with  a  mind  prepared  to  profit  by  it.  Men  who  pretend  to  knowledge 
beyond  their  reach,  build  upon  that  assumption  a  theory,  and  ground 
upon  that  theory  a  course  of  practice,  which  will  not  bear  the  test  of 
experience,  do  more  to  injure  than  to  promote  the  science  they  would 
advocate. 

I  could  read  a  new  fanciful  theory  of  physic  without  "  disgust,"  per- 
haps w'ith  the  same  pleasure  that  1  read  any  other  ingenious  production 
of  the  teeminfT  brain — a  well-written  romance,  or  Taylor's  physical  theory 
of  another  life — could  I  consider  its  effects  equally  harmless,  or  profita- 
ble. But  it  is  not  so — its  practical  effects,  if  any,  are  to  sophisticate 
and  mislead  the  unwary,  the  young,  the  ardent  and  susceptible — who, 
fond  of  novelties,  are  to  be  whiffled  by  every  wind  of  doctrine.  I  vene- 
rate the  master  spirits  who  gave  the  tone  to  medical  opinions  and  prac- 
tice, during  the  last  century.  Their  works  are  a  rich  repository  of  facts, 
widi  many  sound  practical  remarks  ;  and  when  we  are  led  to  disapprove 
many  of  their  theoretical  notions  as  erroneous,  or  even  wild,  we  are  dis- 
posed to  give  them  credit  for  learning  and  ingenuity,  and  for  method  in 
their  madness  ;  which  is  more  than  we  can  say  for  the  multifarious  sys- 
tems and  doctrines  which  have  been  obtruded  upon  us  of  later  years — 
conflicting  opinions,  leading  to  a  strange  diversity  of  practice — from  the 
"  pneumatic  "  doctrine  of  Beddoes,  to  the  "  water  cure  "  of  Priessnitz,  with 
a  hundred  intermediate  schemes,  ranging  between  wind  and  water — the 
temple  of  jEsculapius  reduced  to  be  a  Babel  of  confusion,  till  there  is 
reason  to  fear  that  physic,  like  the  law,  may  become  "  a  glorious  "  un- 
certainty, and  its  ministers  not  much  more  respected. 
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Heu !  prisca  fides — times  to  be  regretted  !  when  the  physician  liad 
confidence  in  his  knowledge,  and  the  patient  full  faith  in  his  physician 
— when  men  lived  all  the  days  of  their  lives,  and  if  they  were  not  fa- 
vored to  die  secundum  naturam,  they  had  at  least  the  consolation  of  dy- 
ing secundum  artem.  For  after  all,  in  physic  as  in  religion,  a  creed  of 
some  sort — some  rule  of  action — seems  indispensable.  The  repudiated 
systems  of  Boerhaave  and  Cullen,  with  all  their  imperfections,  were 
better  than  no  system — they  did  a  good  work,  served  as  a  provisional 
government,  which,  not  for  a  hundred  days  merely,  but  for  a  hundred 
years,  gave  consistence  and  respectability  to  the  profession — taught 
many  a  dough-head  to  keep  within  the  limits  of  a  harmless  routine,  and 
did  much  to  repress  absolute  quackery.  They  scotched  the  snake,  but 
did  not  kill  it.  They  were  not  aware,  perhaps,  that  it  was  of  the  hydra 
breed,  as  we  have  found  it ;  that  if  we  cut  off  one  head,  two  or  more 
are  sure  to  sprout  in  its  place,  till  we  hear  it  hissing  at  every  corner. 
But  to  drop  the  figure — 

The  predominance  of  quackery,  in  this  age,  forms  a  curious  chapter 
in  the  history  of  the  human  mind.  It  is  superstition  in  a  new  form. 
Superstition,  the  cause  of  so  much  misery  in  the  world,  has  heretofore 
been  attached  mainly  to  the  mysteries  of  religion  ;  but  less  welcome 
there  than  of  yore,  it  has  transferred  itself  to  the  mysteries  of  physic, 
where  it  finds  a  cordial  reception — for  in  popular  opinion,  there  is  always 
a  mystery  in  disease  and  its  means  of  cure.  In  Catholic  countries  they 
are  more  conservative — there  saints  and  relics  are  still  the  grand  resort ; 
but  among  Protestants,  a  preference  is  given  to  quacJc  medicines,  the 
composition  of  which  again  is  a  mystery ;  but  recommended  to  them  by 
worthy  clergymen  and  names  unknown,  they  are  swallowed  with  avidity, 
and  the  gullibles,  if  they  survive,  may  be  truly  said  "  to  live  by  faith." 
For  this  infatuation  there  is  no  cure  but  patience — aw^aiting  the  day 
when  the  people  shall  know  more  and  think  they  know  less  on  a  subject 
of  which  they  have  neither  had  or  sought  the  means  of  knowing  any- 
thing— in  short,  when  common  sense  shall  be  more  common.  In  the 
mean  time  liberal-minded  men  of  the  profession,  in  their  individual  or 
associated  capacity,  need  to  exert  themselves  to  resist  the  torrent,  and,  if 
possible,  "  hold  the  eel  of  science  by  the  tail." 

Seriously,  your  friend  as  ever, 

Providence,  R.  L,  Oct.  18,  1848.  L.  Wheaton. 


CONTRIBUTIONS  IN   PHYSIOLOGY  BY  DR.  PAINE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  StirgicHl  .Journal.— Continued  from  page  209.] 

Note  to  the  "  Institutes  of  Medicine,^''  '^SoO. — Professor  Liebig's 
Physiology. — In  my  communication  of  Sept.  25  (vol.  39,  p.  209),  I 
stated  Profe.ssor  Liebig's  summary  doctrine  relative  to  all  organic  and 
animal  motions  ;  namely,  that — 

"  The  CAUSE  of  the  state  of  motion  is  to  be  found  in  a  series  of 
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changes  which  the  food  undergoes  in  the  organism,  and  these  are  the  re- 
sults of  processes  of  deconnposition,  to  which  either  the  food  itself,  or  the 
structures  produced  from  it,  or  parts  of  organs,  are  subjected. " 

That,  I  remarked,  is  his  combustive  doctrine  of  hfe  ;  and,  with  tlie 
exception  of  its  palpable  contradictions  by  other  doctrines,  it  is  carried 
out  in  all  parts  of  his  celebrated  work  on  "  Animal  Chcmistry.^^  In- 
deed, the  hypothesis  is  often  repeated  ;  thus — 

"  In  the  animal  body,  we  recognize  as  the  ultimate  cause  of  all  force 
only  one  cause,  the  chemical  action  which  the  elements  of  tlie  food  and 
the  oxygen  of  the  air  mutually  exercise  on  each  other.  The  only  known 
ultimate  cause  of  vital  force,  either  in  animals  or  plants,  is  a  chemical 
process^  And  again — "  All  vital  activity  arises  from  the  mutual  action 
of  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere  and  the  elements  of  the  food." 

I  see,  now,  that  we  are  presented  in  a  work  just  published  by  the 
author  of  the  foregoing  doctrine  Researches  on  the  Chemistry  of  Food, 
and  the  Motion  of  the  Juices  in  the  Animal  Body,^^  and  re-published 
under  the  patronage  of  English  and  American  Professors),  with  the 
following  interpretation  of  the  same  phenomena.  It  will  be  seen  that 
it  is  nearly  the  common  doctrine  relative  to  the  evaporation  by  leaves  in 
explaining  the  circulation  of  sap,  as  propounded  by  Dr.  Hales,  and  as 
set  forth  in  my  article  referred  to  above.  The  Professor  infers  the  prin- 
ciple from  experiments  made  upon  diied  membranes!  Having  found 
the  membranes  pervious  to  water,  oil,  &tc.,  he  proceeds  to  say,  in  a  letter 
to  Professor  Horsford,  re-published  in  the  American  Journal  of  Science 
and  Arts  (May,  1848,  p.  415),  and  which  I  quote  for  the  brevity  of  the 
conclusion,  that — 

"  The  employment  of  these  results  upon  the  processes  in  the  animal 
body,  scarcely  requires  a  more  detailed  explanation. 

The  surface  of  the  body  is  the  membrane  from  which  evaporation 
goes  constantly  forward.  In  consequence  of  this  evaporation,  all  the 
fluids  of  the  body,  in  obedience  to  atmospheric  pressure,  experience  mo- 
tion in  the  direction  towards  the  evaporating  surA^ce.  This  is  obviously 
the  chief  cause  of  the  passage  of  the  nutritious  fluids  through  the  walls 
of  the  bloodvessels,  and  the  cause  of  their  distribution  through  the 
body.  We  know  now  what  important  function  the  skin  fulfils  through 
evaporation  "  ! 

Now,  it  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  in  refutation  of  the  foregoing  hy- 
pothesis, that  it  is  not  only  founded  upon  experiments  upon  dead  matter, 
and  ascribes  all  the  processes  of  life  to  the  merest  physics,  but  it  isolates 
the  functions  of  the  skin  from  all  the  other  secretory  processes,  whose 
effect  would  be  the  same  as  imputed  to  the  skin,  if  evaporation  and 
atmospheric  pressure  were  "  the  chief  cause  of  the  passage  of  the  nu- 
tritious fluids  througli  the  walls  of  the  bloodvessels,  and  the  cause  of 
their  distribution  through  the  body."  The  straining  off"  of  bile,  urine, 
saliva,  he,  and  even  of  the  "  nutritious  fluids,"  would  be  exactly  the 
same  in  effect  as  perspiration  ;  for  it  is  unimportant  whether  the  pro- 
ducts escape  into  the  air  or  go  into  the  bladder,  Sic.  The  pressure 
of  the  atmosphere,  therefore,  would  be  equally  balanced  throughout,  and 
amount  to  nothing. 
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That  the  reader  may  see,  at  a  glance,  how  far  the  distinguished  che- 
mist is  also  a  physiologist,  and  for  the  benefit  of  his  numerous  admirers, 
I  will  close  this  notice  with  an  extract  from  the  author's  work  on  Animal 
Chemistry^  which,  it  will  be  seen,  is  near  a-kin  to  the  foregoing.  Thus — 

"  If  we  consider  the  fatal  accidents  which  so  frequently  occur  in  wine 
countries  from  the  drinking  of  what  is  called  feather-white  wine,  we 
can  no  longer  doubt  that  gases  of  every  kind,  whether  soluble  or  in- 
soluble in  water,  possess  the  property  of  permeating  animal  tissues,  as 
'  water  permeates  unsized  paper.  This  poisonous  wine  is  wine  still  in  a 
state  of  fermentation,  which  is  increased  by  the  heat  of  the  stomach. 
The  carbonic  acid  gas  which  is  disengaged  permeates  through  the  parie- 
tes  of  the  stomach  [!],  through  the  diaphragm  [!],  and  through  all  the  in- 
tervening membranes  [!]  into  the  air-cells  of  the  lungs  [!],  out  of  which 
it  displaces  the  atmospherical  air  "  ! ! ! 

Such  is  only  a  common  example  of  the  physiology  of  a  most  able 
chemist,  and  it  derives  its  importance  alone  from  the  eclat  with  which  his 
physiological  writings  have  been  received  wlierever  science  has  been 
cultivated,  and,  I  may  say,  wherever  it  has  not  been.  The  consequences, 
therefore,  are  not  merely  such  as  arise  from  idle  words,  but  they  seriously 
vitiate  the  whole  fabric  of  theoretical  and  practical  medicine. 

Note  to  ^18;  42;  409;  419. — Secretion. — As  a  consequence  of 
the  doctrine  that  the  secreted  fluids  exist  in  the  blood,  as  "constituent 
parts,"  it  is  assumed  that  they  are  habitually  strained  off  (as  we  have 
seen  in  the  foregoing  extracts  from  Prof.  Liebig),  and  that  when  an  or- 
gan fails  of  its  appropriate  office,  its  secreted  product  may  escape  from 
the  blood  by  way  of  another  organ.  "  Sometiiiies,"  says  Muller,  "the 
suppression  of  a  secretion  in  one  part  of  the  body  gives  rise  to  the 
appearance  of  the  same  fluid  in  another  part.''  And  again,  "  The  sole 
secretion,  of  which  the  constituents  do  not  exist  as  such  in  the  blood,  i)ut 
which  can,  nevertheless,  be  formed  at  all  times  and  in  all  parts  of  the 
body,  \s  pus ;  the  organ  for  its  production  being  generated  anew  in  the 
process  of  inflammation."  (Muller's  Physiology,  vol.  1,  pp.  474,  475, 
First  Edition.) 

The  latter  quotation  is  omitted  in  the  second  edition  (p.  520),  perhaps 
from  the  late  reputed  discovery  of  pus-globules  in  the  natural  blood  ; 
and  this  eminent  physiologist  supposes  that  perfect  milk  cannot  be  elimi- 
nated by  any  other  organ  than  its  appropriate  gland.  There  occurs, 
also,  the  following  general  qualification — "  It^,  however,  the  essential  in- 
■  gredient  of  the  secretion  does  not  exist  in  the  blood  itself,  the  sup- 
pression of  this  secretion  in  the  organ  destined  to  form  it  cannot  cause 
its  metastatic  appearance  in  other  parts.  The  instances  which  have  been 
adduced  of  such  an  occurrence  are  ill  supported  by  proofs."  And, 
again,  he  says, — "The  formation  of  any  one  of  the  peculiar  secretions, 
the  essential  proximate  constituents  of  which  do  not  exist  in  the  blood 
itself,  pre-supposes  the  operation  of  a  special  chemical  apparatus,  whether 
this  be  a  membrane  or  a  gland."  "  A  part  of  the  liquor  sanguinis^ 
with  the  matters  dissolved  in  it,  is  imbibed  by  the  tissues  (by  endos- 
mosis),  by  the  agency  of  which  it  undergoes  a  chemical  change."  And 
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yet  he  says — "  The  chemical  process  of  secretion  is  not  at  all  under- 
stood.^' Miiller  finally  yields  to  the  philosophy  which  ahout  balances 
the  chennical,  in  iiis  (j;reat  work  on  Physiology,  and  argues  that — "  The 
nature  of  the  secretion  depends,  therefore,  solely  on  the  peculiar  vital 
properties  of  the  organic  substance  which  forms  the  secreting  canals,  and 
which  may  remain  the  same,  however  different  the  conformation  of  the 
secreting  cavities  may  be  ;  while  it  may  vary  extremely,  although  the 
form  of  the  canals  or  ducts  remains  unchanged." — (Ibid.,  Second  Edi- 
tion, pp.  429,  474,  510,  511.) 

Now  the  question  arises,  whether  all  these  conflicting  doctrines  upon 
one  and  the  greatest  topic  in  organic  life,  put  forth  by  the  ablest  phy- 
siologist of  our  time,  can  possibly  be  true;  and  if  not,  which  are  we  to 
elect,  the  mechanical,  the  chemical,  or  the  vital!  Each  one  stands  forth 
conspicuously  in  the  work  from  which  I  have  quoted.  Tlie  mechanical 
and  chemical  are  surrounded  by  conjectures,  contradictions,  and  admis- 
sions of  absolute  ignorance  of  their  nature  and  philosophy,  while  the 
vital  is  alone  consistent,  is  isolated  from  the  others,  is  extensively  con- 
cerned with  the  nervous  power  in  animals  but  excludes  it  from  plants,  is 
expounded  witli  admirable  ability  and  in  total  opposition  to  the  others. 
Whence  comes  this  confusion  in  fundamental  principles  and  laws?  Or- 
ganic Chemistry  will  supply  an  answer. 

I  began  this  article  with  a  view  of  offering  a  single  consideration 
against  the  mechanical  hypothesis  of  secretion,  which  has  now  become 
so  incorporated  with  the  chemical,  that  the  distinction  is  not  readily  ap- 
preciable but  in  instances  like  the  present,  where  it  is  assumed  that  the 
"  proximates  "  are  about  as  numerous  in  the  blood  as  the  secreted  pro- 
ducts, and  generally  the  same.  Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  this  doc- 
trine we  have  come  to  be  quite  familiar  with  the  term  vicarious,  as  "  ef- 
fusions of  urine  from  the  mammary  gland  vicarious  of  milk,"  he. 

Having  examined  extensively  the  whole  of  this  subject  at  former  times, 
it  is  my  object  now  only  to  add  some  conclusions  from  a  fact  which  ap- 
pears to  me  sufficiently  corroborative  of  the  doctrines  of  life,  and  op- 
posed to  all  others. 

Chemical  analyses  of  the  blood  inform  us  that  its  composition  in 
males  and  females  is  the  same,  and  there  appears  to  be  no  reason  to 
question  the  accuracy  of  a  statement  which  is  inferable  from  the  identity 
of  the  chylopoietic  and  sanguiferous  organs  in  both  sexes.  Upon  this 
undoubted  truth,  therefore,  if  the  "  proximates  "  of  milk,  as  affirmed, 
exist  in  the  blood  of  females,  they  should  be  equally  found  in  that  of 
males,  and  the  seminal  fluid  of  the  latter  or  its  "  proximates,"  at  least, 
should  be  present  in  the  former.  This  will  scarcely  be  maintained  ;  nor 
can  the  period  of  gestation  be  set  up  in  behalf  of  one,  nor  the  difference 
of  sex  to  expound  the  other,  since  this  would  be  conceding  the  whole 
physiological  doctrine,  and  therefore  the  fallacy  of  the  mechanical  hy- 
pothesis of  secretion.  If,  also,  there  be  nothing  like  the  seminal  fluid  in 
the  blood  of  females,  and  it  requires  a  testis  to  generate  that  substance, 
by  parity  of  reason,  the  gland  which  is  peculiar  to  the  female  has  been 
ordained  for  an  equally  absolute  formation  of  milk,  and  for  nothing  else, 
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We  have,  therefore,  besides  the  simplicity  and  designs  of  Nature  in  any 
great  organic  plan,  a  special  demonstration  of  the  equal  dependence  of 
semen  and  milk  upon  common  physiological  laws,  both  in  the  nature 
and  final  causes  of  the  products,  and  in  the  analogy  which  subsists  be- 
tween the  organization  of  the  two  glandular  organs,  v/hile  eacli,  re- 
spectively, is  peculiar  to  the  different  sexes. 

It  must  be  readily  seen,  that  this  reasoning,  with  its  analogy,  i?  of 
universal  application  to  all  the  organs  and  products  of  the  body,  and 
that  if  nothing  like  semen  or  milk  exist  in  tlie  blood,  and  it  require  a 
testis  and  a  mammary  gland  to  generate  those  products,  it  is  equally 
true  that  there  is  nothing  like  urea,  bile,  gastric  juice,  or  millions  of  other 
unique  formations  which  go  to  the  uses  of  the  various  parts  of  different 
species  of  animals,  in  the  blood,  and  that  a  kidney,  a  stomach,  a  special 
organization  for  every  special  product,  is  as  indispensable  for  the  forma- 
tion of  each  of  the  products  as  is  the  testis  for  the  seminal  fluid,  or  the 
ovarium  for  the  germ  ;  and  the  proof  is  as  good  against  the  imputed 
"  vicarious  "  discharges  of  urine  from  the  mammae  or  from  other  parts, 
bile  from  the  skin,  he,  as  the  failure  of  these  discharges  from  the  testis 
is  a  proof  that  this  organ  is  so  constituted  that  it  shall  elaborate  nothing 
but  semen.  Indeed,  abstractedly  from  all  the  vast  amount  of  proof 
which  may  be  brought  to  the  same  conclusion,  we  might  rest  in  the  con- 
sistency of  nature  upon  the  simple  analogy  supplied  by  Muller,  that  pus 
has  no  existence  in  the  blood,  the  organ  for  its  production  being  gene- 
rated anew  in  the  process  of  inflammation  J''  What,  therefore,  shall  be 
said  of  the  manufacture  of  gastric  juice  ? 

It  is  unnecessary  to  say  that  some  distinguished  chemists  deny  the 
existence  of  any  of  the  "  proximates  "  of  urine,  bile,  or  milk,  in  the 
blood  ;  nor  need  it  be  added  that  if  the  product  of  an  organ  be  absorbed 
into  the  circulation,  and  afterward  excreted  by  the  skin  or  kidneys,  it  is 
totally  different  from  what  is  meant  by  a  "  vicarious  effusion,"  and  is  on 
common  ground  with  the  habitual  excretion  of  other  redundancies  of  the 
blood.  But  we  liave  no  proof,  as  I  have  endeavored  to  show,  that  either 
the  bile  (except  the  coloring  matter),  or  more  than  the  watery  parts  of 
the  urine,  are  ever  absorbed  into  the  circulation. 

New  York,  Oct.  19,  1848. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.     NOVE3IBER    1,    184  8. 


Cholera  in  England. — This  disease  is  fairly  introduced  into  England, 
and  a  fearful  sweep  of  human  life  may  be  anticipated.  Where  the  popu- 
lation is  dense,  the  destruction  is  invariably  greater,  than  in  sparsely  in- 
liabited  districts.  Legislation  cannot  protect  a  country  from  its  entrance, 
or  lessen  its  force  when  the  plague  begins.  The  Cholera  will  soon  be  in 
the  United  States,  but  its  ravages  here  will  probably  never  equal  those  of 
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Europe.  Yet  the  strictest  proper  precautions  should  be  tal-en.  Tlie  number 
of  cases  in  London  to  the  11th  of  October,  was  20  ;  in  Edinburgh,  25,  of 
which  20  had  proved  fatal. 


Chart  of  the  Teeth. — A  compact,  well- written  digest  of  the  anatomy 
and  physiology  of  the  teeth,  the  various  diseases  ihat  impair  or  destroy 
them,  together  with  a  synopsis  of  operations  and  artisiical  processes  of 
dental  sur<2:ery,  by  Dr.  Hitchcock,  of  Boston,  was  published  last  week.  A 
large  diagram  of  the  teeth  of  both  jaws  is  introduced,  so  numbered  and 
technically  designated,  that  persons  consulting  him  can  be  furnished  with  a 
perfect  register  of  their  own  dental  organs,  by  filling  out  the  vacant  spaces 
on  the  diagram,  and  noting  with  precision  the  actual  condition  of  each 
tooth  examined.  With  this  kind  of  personal  record  of  one's  own  mandu- 
catory apparatus,  gentlemen  and  ladies  may  actually  mark  the  progress  of 
decay,  or  its  non-appearance,  from  one  date  to  another,  with  unerring  cer- 
tainty. The  treatise  is  spolcen  of  with  commendation  by  those  most  con- 
versant with  the  branch  to  which  it  is  devoted. 


Caution  to  Phijsicians  and  Students  in  the  West. — Such  is  the  title  of  a 
pamphlet  from  the  West — as  far  off' as  Illinois — touching  the  alleged  slight- 
of-hand  movements  of  one  Dr.  Knapp,  who  has  been  identified  heretofore 
W'ith  the  medical  institution  of  Laporle,  with  the  St.  Louis  University,  and 
more  recently  heralded  as  one  of  the  faculty  of  the  newly-projected  Rock 
Island  Medical  College.  Those  who  read  the  eight  pages  will  know  as 
much  about  him  as  is  revealed  by  an  official  record  respecting  his  conduct. 


Rush  Medical  College. — Located  at  Chicago,  Illinois,  this  institution 
has  necessarily  received  some  of  the  influences  which  are  operating  upon 
that  whole  region  of  country.  It  is  thrifty — no  less  than  140  students 
having  attended  the  last  term — and  by-and-by  there  will  probably  be  500. 
Lectures  commence  the  first  Monday  in  November. 


Children's  Dispensary. — Dr.  Lawrence  has  removed  his  excellent  chari- 
table institution  from  Washington  street  to  the  corner  of  West  and  Mason 
streets — the  office  hours  for  giving  advice  and  medicines  being  from  11  to 
1  o'clock,  daily.  Physicians,  and  persons  generally,  knowing  of,  and  sym^ 
pathizing  with,  poor  children  in  sickness,  will  please  remettiber  this  change 
of  location. 


AncBsthetic  Mifwifery. — To  Messrs.  Little  &  Co.,  druggists,  of  this  city, 
corner  of  Hanover  and  Salem  streets,  we  are  indebted  for  the  kind  loan  of 
a  very  recent  and  valuable  pamphlet  by  the  celebrated  Prof.  J.  Y.  Simpson, 
of  Edinburgh,  being  a  "  Report  of  the  Early  History  and  Progress  of  An- 
aesthetic Midwifery."  These  gentlemen  appear  to  be  the  only  persons  who 
have  received  a  copy  in  Boston.  The  minute  historical  character  of  the 
pamphlet,  even  to  names  and  exact  dates,  together  with  the  mass  of  statis- 
tical memoranda,  not  omitting  certain  antiquarian  researches  into  the  aspi- 
rations of  the  old  accoucheurs  in  regard  to  some  method  of  lessening  the 
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amount  of  suffering-  in  childbirth,  ^ive  peculiar  interest  to  this  pamphlet. 
Indeed  the  subject  is  of  incalculable  importance  to  the  whole  civilized 
world.  Dr.  Snnpson  gives  Dr.  Channing  the  credit  of  being-  the  first  in 
America  to  resort  to  anassthelic  agents  in  midwifery. 


_  Epidemic  Disease  at  Natchez.— The  newspapers  allude  to  a  prevailing 
sickness  at  rvatchez,  as  in  some  respects  a  singular  one.  "  Physicians  and 
patients,  and  those  who  are  neither  physicians  nor  patients,  have  agreed  to 
disagree  as  to  a  name  for  it.  Its  character  may  be  judged  belter  probably 
by  a  single  statement  of  its  effect,  than  a  detailed  description  of  what  it 
does  and  what  it  does  not  resemble.  At  least  between  400  and  500  per- 
sons, of  all  ages  and  colors,  have  been  attacked.  Of  these,  not  more  than 
hve  or  SIX  have  died,  and  of  these  five  or  six  persons,  at  least  one  half  had 
debilitated  constitutions,  and  delayed  embracing  medical  remedies.  The 
opinion  of  the  majority  of  the  physicians  is,  and  the  practice  of  all  the 
druggists  proves,  that  the  sickness  has  greatly  decreased.  It  yields  more 
readily  to  medicine  than  any  epidemic  disease  before  known  in  Natchez." 


Remedies  for  Corns.— V>v.  John  Travis,  of  Tennessee,  requests  us,  in  a 
Jate  communication,  to  call  the  attention  of  practitioners  to  the  efficacy  of 
red  loafers  as  a  remedy  for  corns.  He  states  that  he  has  found  them  to 
ertect  a  cure  when  applied  for  a  length  of  time.  Another  medical  f^'iend 
in  lennessee  informs  us  that  he  has  succeeded  in  removing  these  trouble- 
some and  painful  excrescences  from  the  toes  by  the  application,  duly  per- 
severed in,  of  the  common  adhesive  plaster.  The  remedies  are  simple, 
and  from  the  authority  on  which  they  come  to  us  we  would  recommend  a 
trial  of  xh^m.—West.  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Surs. 


Mortality  in  Par z.v.— Number  of  deaths  in  Paris  for  the  year  1847— 

^Po^^^j^'j  ^^'^^^         P^^^^  ^'^  hospitals;  and  of  these  latter, 

2,485  died  of  phthisis;  so  that  the  total  amount  of  deaths  in  private 
houses  was  20,547.  The  fourth  arrondissement,  or  quarter,  had  the 
least— VIZ.,  865 ;  the  eighth  the  most— viz.,  2A62.— London  Lancet. 


ri.^lf  'Z^'?'*-  "V'^^  '"'■S'^^'  operations  by  Dr.  Trowbridge,  Remarks  on 

Cholera  by  Dr.  Comstock,  aad  further  observations  on  iNostrums  by  Dr.  Chancller,  have  been 


MAiiRiKD,_Dr.  Hloses  Parker,  of  North  Maiden,  to  Miss  E.  A.  Flint.— Dr.  J.  C.  Rising  of 
M^ss  P  W.?l"-'  ^1  ^  *,I??"'-7^f"^f  ®-  Cowdrey,  M.D.,  of  Lafeyette,  Indiana,  to 

u^v  N  Y  oT  rZ-^-  i'^^f^^^-^^?^  lo  Miss  M.  Waldo.-At  Ro.ka- 

r  M-    L  D  r         '  '        ■'  Halsey .-Dennis  M'Gowan,  M.D.,  of  Boston 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston—for  ihe  week  ending  Oct.  28.  69.— Males,  45-females,  24 —Still- 
born, 6  Of  consumption,  13-disease  of  the  bowels,  5-dy,sentery,  5-lyphus  fever.  1-scarlcl 
lever,  /—lung  lever    2— disease  of  the  brain,  1— inflammation  of  the  brain,  2— dropsy,  '2-. 

r.lf^^nL    .   T'^^^'^rf'^^  f'^^''*'  5-hooping  cough  4-inflammation 

of  the  1  n.gs  ]_d,sease  of  the  kidneys,  1-smallpox.  1-accidental,  2_convulsions,  5-teethin- 
1-ch.ld-bed,  1-d.sease  of  the  spme,  l_drowned,  1-measIes,  l_croup,  1-cholera  infantum.T. 

and  60  yearrn-otT.^^^  '-'^''"^^^  ^ 
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PURE  POWDERED  DRUGS. 
Wm.  B  Little  &  Co.  are  agents  for  the  sale  of  Messrs.  Haskell  &  Merrick's  "  Select  rowders," 
which  may  be  relied  upon  as  being  strictly  pure  and  of  the  best  quality.  "  It  is  well  known  that 
many  of  (he  best  drugs,  both  foreign  and  indigenous,  are  more  or  less  mixed  with  extraneous  substances 
and  inferior  qnalities,  which,  if  not  removed,  must  of  course  injure  the  article  when  powdered.  To 
t)l)viate  this,  we  sulijcft  rwcry  driig  to  the  most  rv^uX  siTUUny, ;  rejecting  all  tliiit  docs  not  accord  with 
the  Oliicinal  Standard.  Tlic)  ar  '  tlicn  rediiccd  to  tlic  ntinost  degree  of  liiicncss,  com patild('  witli  tlicir 
physical  iiropcil  ics.  (ircal  carr  is  also  olisi'ivrd  in  l!ic  prc>"ess  of  l)reparing  llicni  !or  jiowdcring,  I'or 
the  imrpos(!  ol' aiiardinu-  aii-ainsl  aii\  iiijur>  which  iiiiuhl  result  (which  is  often  the  case)  to  the  chemical 
constituents  and  medicinal  properties  of  the  (lriii;s,  hy  incaittions  drs  ing,  &c.  This  important  de()art- 
nient  is  under  tlic  ci.argc  of  a  jicrson  of  great  experience,  wiio  has  divoted  many  years  to  this  branch 
of  business,  so  tha  t  the  Powders  coming  from  his  hands  are  not  only  beautiful  in  ai)i)earance,  but  may 
be  relied  upon  as  not  having  received  injury  in  the  i)rocess  of  jjowdering. 

"  In  addition  to  the  (luality  and  lineness  of  our  Powders,  we  would  call  attention  to  the  style  in 
which  they  are  put  up  ;  the  convenient  form  of  ]  Ih.  liint-H^hiss  l)oltles,  which  secures  them  from  the 
action  of  tiie  atmosphere  and  nnMsinr<'— a  prolilic  cause  (d  ihe  deterioratioii  (d'  powch'icd  drugs.  Each 
bottle  is  stamped  with  liie  seal  ol  the  firm,  and  labelled  in  accordance  with  tile  U.  Pharmacopeia. 
As  there  are  (  train  ra\  s  of  !ii;lit  wiiicli  have  the  ell'ect  of  gradually  decomposing  the  substances  which 
come  under  iheii- inilneiK  (,  it  is  iu  (  essary,  therefore,  that  the  T.'o'wders  should  be  kept  in  the  box  in 
which  eacli  \\un\c  will  he  found  enclosed." 

A  complete  asortmtMit  of  the  ai>ove  powders  for  sale  by  WM,  B.  LITTLE  &  CO.,  Chemists  and 
Druggists,  104  Hanover  street.  Apr.  12 — tf 

SCHAUFFLER  &  LEUKHARDT— 364  Washington  Street, 
Mantifactuueus  of  Stethoscopes  of(^very  d(  scri|)tion.  Inhaling  Tubes  of  different  patterns,  Probangs, 
and  other  kinds  of  Instruments,  and  handles  of  wood  and  ivory,  which  belong  to  the  Physician's  and 
Dentists'  profession.    In  regard  to  the  fmish,  style  and  price,  they  hope  to  give  full  satisfaction  to  all 
who  give  them  a  call.    All  repairiiigs  done  promptly  and  neatly.  Sep.  27 — 13t. 

CHLOROFORM  !  CAUTION  !  ! 
Physicians  and  Druggists  are  respectlully  cautioned  against  j)urchasing  Chloroform  purporting  to 
be  manufactured  by  tis,  unless  put  up  in  bottles  bearing  our  label  and  seal.  We  are  induced  to  give 
this  caution  in  conset] ueiice  of  i he  great  quaniiiy  of  impure  chlorofbi m  in  the  market,  the  use  of 
which  is  often  atleiuled  with  evil  results.  All  the  chloroform  we  make  is  chemic-ally  tested  before 
being  sold,  and  is  warranted  to  be  perfectly  pure.  WM.  B.  LITTLE  «fe  CO., 

Chemists  and  Druggists,  104  Hanover  street. 
Prof.  Simpson's  Pamphlet  on  the  use  of  Chloroform  in  Midwifery  Practice,  with  an  Ajipendix, 
containing  remarks  by  Drs.  Warren,  Channing,  .lackson  and  others,  can  be  obtained  as  above.  This 
Pampliler  contains  more  inlormaiion  on  the  use  and  properties  of  Chloroform  than  any  work  yet 
published.   March  22— tf  WM.  B.  LITTLE  &  CO. 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

At  his  Apothecary  store,  corner  of  Washington  and  Eliot  streets,  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply  of  Medicines,  selected  exjiressly  for  Physicians'  and  Families'  use,  including  all  the  English 
extracts— Conii,  Belladonna,  Hyoscyami,  Taraxaci,  &c.  Also,  all  the  new  Chemical  preparations 
recently  introduced.  Great  care  isiaken  in  selecting  the  choicest  of  medicines  for  physicians'  pre- 
scriptions-, not  trasiing  to  such  articles  as  rhubarb,  ipecac,  jalap,  aloes,  «fec.,  powdered  by  steam 
and  water  power,  but  having  them  pulverized  fresh  from  the  root,  under  my  own  superintendence. 
The  must  strict  personal  attention  paid  to  dis[)ensing  physicians'  prescriptions.  No  one  permitted 
to  put  up  prescriptions  except  those  of  long  experience  in  the  business,  .Ian.. 5 — ]y 

TO  SURGEONS—ETHEREAL  SOLUTION  OF  GUN  COTTON. 
The  properties  of  this  solution  as  applied  to  Surgery,  by  Mr.  S.  L.  Blgelow,  are  as  follows.  It 
almost  instantly  forms  an  unirritating  coating  or  plaster  of  great  strength  and  durability.  In  con- 
tracting, it  brings  the  edges  of  the  wound  very  firmly  together,  and  being  impervious  to  air  and 
water,  enables  them  to  unite  rapidly  by  first  intention.  It  leaves  hardly  a  perceptible  scar.  No 
sutures  are  required  for  simple  incised  wounds  of  any  leiml  h.  It  affords  protection  for  all  excoriated 
surfaces,  &c.  mh22— tf  For  sale  by      JOSEPH  BURNETT,  33  Tremont  Row. 

MATIOO, 

A  FRESH  supply  just  received  and  for  sale  by  JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

May  17— tf  No.  33  Tremont  Row. 

'      ~  J.  C.  NEILSON,  M.D., 

SURGEON  DENTIST.   Office  with  Dr.  J.  F.  Flagg,  31  Winter  street, 
Apr.  12— eply  BOSTON. 

DR.  SKINNER'S  CLARIFIED  COD-LIVER  OIL. 
The  purest  article  of  Cod-Liver  Oil  is  put  up  by  Dr.  Skinner,  at  his  office,  60  1-2  Cornhill,  (up 
stairs),  and  offered  to  ihe profession,  to  druggists  and  to  the  public  generally.  Price,  37  1-2  cents  for 
email  bottles;  7.5  cents  for  larae  do.  A  printed  pamphlet  of  medical  authorities,  certificates,  direc- 
tions for  using  the  oil,  «fec.,  accompanies  each  bottle.  Tbe  profession  and  druagisis  supplied  at  the 
usual  discount.  H.  B.  SKINNER,  M.l). 

May  31— tf  Office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  atairs). 

INFIRMARY  FOR  THE  CURE  OF  HERNIA  AND  ANALOGOUS  DISEASES. 
The  undersigned  will  continue  to  treat  and  effect  a  .specdj/ cure  of  Hernia  or  Rupture,  Varicocele, 
&c..  by  his  new  method  of  operation,  under  almost  every  variety  of  form  in  which  they  are  present- 
ed to  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  without  the  use  of  trusses  or  suspensories.  Irreducible  hernia  of 
long  siaiidiu!;  made  reducible,  and  a  cure  acconrplished  in  most  cases.  Patients  from  the  country 
are  informed  that  additional  private  accommodations  have  been  recently  secured  lor  their  conveni- 
ence and  comfort  while  under  trealmeni. 
Applications  tnusl  be  made  at  No.  9  Winter  Street,  or  No  2  Exeter  Place,  Boston. 

April  7-eoptf  G.  HEATON.  M.D. 
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SURGICAL  OPERATIONS  FOR  HERNIA  AND  CALCULUS. 

To  the  Editor  of  tJia  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

SiK, — I  send  you  a  brief  history  of  two  cases  of  surgery  that  have  re- 
cently passed  under  niy  treatment.  Tliey  were  interesting  to  me,  and 
they  may  be  so  to  others  who  are  practising  surgery. 

Operation  for  Inguinal  Hernia  on  a  Female. — I  was  called,  on  the 
11th  inst.,  to  consult  in  the  case  of  Miss  J.  Bullock,  aged  25,  who  had 
taken  lodgings  in  the  American  Hotel,  in  this  village,  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  a  teacher's  association.  On  walking  to  the  association,  six 
hours  before  I  saw  her,  she  expeiienced  much  pain,  and  more  than  usual, 
from  a  small  hernial  tumor  over  the  right  groin  and  labium  pudendi.  She 
had  suffered  with  this  for  a  year  or  two  before,  and  succeeded  in  re- 
duiing  it,  when  down,  herself;  but  at  this  time,  the  protruded  portion 
took  on  an  enlargement,  and  extended  through  the  whole  length  of  the 
labium. 

I  found  Dr.  Rodgers  in  attendance,  who  had  made  the  usual  efforts  to 
reduce  by  taxis,  but  had  accomplished  nothing.  The  usual  symptoms  of 
strangulation  attended,  with  great  pain  extending  from  the  abdomen  to 
the  lower  portion  of  the  labium,  and  this  was  much  enlarged  and  very 
tender  to  the  touch.  Applications  of  ice  water,  and  efibrts  to  reduce, 
were  made  without  favorable  results. 

She  desired  the  attendance  of  her  friends,  twenty-two  miles  distant, 
who  were  sent  for,  and  further  proceedings  were  delayed  till  tlie  following 
morning.  Sixty  drops  of  laudanum  were  given,  and  cold  applications 
continued.  Siie  reiuained  quiet  till  7  o'clock  the  next  morning,  except 
an  occasional  paroxysm  of  pain  and  nausea.  At  a  consultation  the 
evening  previous,  the  features  of  the  case  indicated  that  all  chance  for 
recovery  without  an  o[)eration  was  hopeless. 

Tlie  anxiety  of  the  patient  and  her  friends  was  favorable  at  this  time 
for  this  result,  and  the  operation  was  immediately  made.  The  external 
incisions  and  opening  were  made  as  usual  to  the  sac,  which  was  ex- 
tremely thin.  On  opening  this,  a  wineglassful  of  serum  or  fluid  was  dis- 
charged. The  labial  artery  was  divided  and  secured  by  ligature.  Ten 
inches  of  dark-colored  intestine  protruded  from  the  sac,  also  a  large  por- 
tion of  omentum,  and  a  membranous  body  with  a  tumor  attached  to  it, 
15 
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of  the  size  and  appearance  of  a  small  lesticle.  The  protruded  tissues 
were  distinct,  with  no  adhesions  except  the  last  mentioned,  which  was 
firmly  attached  to  tlie  sac.  I  passed  my  finger  within  the  sac  to  its 
neck,  and  with  a  bistoury  divided  the  strictured  poition  obliquely  upwards 
and  towards  the  pelvis  ;  returned  the  intestine,  and  tlien  the  omentum. 

Some  delay  followed  in  consultation  with  several  medical  gentlemen 
present,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  thin  body  presented.  All  agr(>ed  that  it 
had  occupied  its  present  position  for  a  long  time,  and  had  but  little  to  do 
with  the  present  dangerous  condition  of  the  patient.  It  was  placed  where 
found,  witliin  the  sac,  and  the  flaps  of  the  wound  approximated  and  se- 
cured with  several  sutures  and  the  T  bandage. 

It  was  decided  tliat  this  was  the  ri";ht  ovarium,  with  its  broad  lioa- 
ment  originally  formed  in  the  labium,  or  had  descended  into  it  at  an 
early  period  of  life  ;  and  this  opinion  was  confirmed  by  a  history  from 
the  patient,  that  "  the  right  labium  had  always  been  very  laige,  and  a 
hard  body  felt,"  which,  she  said,  "  was  the  same  that  remained  after  the 
operation." 

She  suffered  much  pain  over  the  abdomen  and  wound  dm-ing  the  first 
twenty-four  hours,  and  occasional  sickness  at  the  stomach.  Gave  mint 
tea  and  bread  water,  applied  warm  baths  over  the  abdomen,  and  gave 
injections  to  the  bowels. 

Second  day. — Symj)loms  much  the  same,  with  tumid  abdomen.  Treat- 
ment continued,  \w\th  the  use  of  a  long  elastic  tube,  with  injections  of 
warm  water,  two  quarts  of  which  were  thrown  into  the  colon.  Some 
gas  occasionally  passed  the  bowels. 

Third  day. — Gave  Seidlitz  powders  and  blue  pill.  Pulse  80,  and 
great  thirst,  with  nausea. 

Fourth  day. — She  passed  much  gas,  and  dark-colored  stools,  and  slept 
several  hours,  with  perspiration. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  detail  all  the  symptoms  and  treatment.  A  tempo- 
rizing course  was  pursued  till  the  20th.  On  the  9th  day  from  the  opera- 
tion she  entered  a  carriage  in  very  good  health,  and  rode  home,  twenty- 
two  miles. 

Cases  of  displacement  of  the  ovaries,  uterus,  bladder,  fee,  are  rare, 
and  seldom  described  by  authors  on  hernia.  But  such  cases  demonstrate 
that  the  system  may  exert  that  wonderful  power  with  which  it  is  endow- 
ed of  eluding  difficulties,  and  becoming  inured  to  conditions  which  might 
be  supposed  fatal. 

I  am  induced  to  remark,  from  much  experience  in  hernia,  that  giving 
drastic  or  any  other  physic,  soon  after  the  reduction  by  taxis,  or  an  ope- 
ration, is  improper.  A  temporizing  course  for  the  first  twenty-four  hours 
is  more  successful,  with  stimulating  injections  to  the  colon  and  lower  in- 
testines. There  is  more  or  less  congestion  of  the  strangulated  portion 
of  the  bowel,  and  it  requires  some  time  after  its  liberation  before  it  can 
assume  its  functions  so  as  to  be  affected  with  the  peristaltic  action.  Gas 
will  pass  without  this  action,  fsRces  will  not. 

Lithotomy  on  a  Child  3  years  and  2  months  old. —  A  few  weeks  since, 
I  visited  a  son  of  Mr.  Lacy,  of  this  village,  who  had  been  afflicted  with 
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pain  around  the  bladder,  and  difficulty  in  urinating,  from  birth.  At  the 
ime  1  visited  hitn  he  was  rolling  on  the  floor,  with  both  hands  fastened 
upon  the  pubis  and  perineum.  Flis  mother  informed  me  that  he  occu- 
pied this  position  a  great  part  of  the  time,  and  was  in  constant  agony  ; 
and  that  lie  had  been  treated  for  disease  of  the  kidney,  bladder,  he.  Sec, 
by  several  physicians. 

1  informed  his  parents  that  he  had  symptoms  of  stone.  I  sounded, 
and  found  a  stone  nearly  filling  the  bladder.  Lithotomy  was  proposed, 
and  assented  to  ;  but  serious  difficulties  presented.  The  subject  for  the 
operation  was  a  very  small  child.  What  instruments  could  be  best 
used  ?  I  selected,  from  my  pocket  case,  a  large  silver  director,  and  gave  it 
a  suitable  curve  ;  a  small  round-edged  scalpel,  a  pair  of  polypi  forceps, 
and  Fhysick's  smallest-sized  gorget.  With  these  I  proceeded  to  the 
operation,  which  was  the  usual  lateral  division  of  the  parts.  In  two 
minutes  I  removed  a  stone  which  measured  three  inches  in  circumference, 
without  bleeding  or  any  unpleasant  result. 

Treatment. — Flexed  his  legs  and  tied  his  knees  ;  gave  forty  drops  of 
laudanum,  to  be  repeated  if  necessary  ;  applied  hot  baths  to  the  pubis 
and  abdomen.  No  alarming  symptoms  followed.  A  perfect  recovery, 
with  retention  of  urine  in  eighteen  days. 

This  is  the  fourth  case  of  lithotomy  I  have  made  on  children,  all  under 
the  age  of  5  years,  and  all  had  had  symptoms  of  stone  soon  after  birth. 
All  recovered. 

I  once  attended  a  child,  3  months  old,  who  had  suffered  with  retention 
of  urine.  After  using  diuretics  and  warm  fomentations,  a  substance  passed 
from  the  urethra  resembling  a  worm,  three  inches  long.  It  was  the  phos- 
phate of  lime,  and  moulded  into  this  shape  by  passing  the  urethra.  It  was 
soft  and  gritty  to  the  feel.  Can  substances  of  this  kind  form  in  the  kid- 
ney or  bladder  before  birth  ?  It  is  certain  they  form  soon  after,  and  if 
not  thrown  off  become  stones  of  large  size. 

I  believe  this  child  is  the  youngest  ever  operated  on  in  the  State  of 
New  York.  Amasa  Trowbridge,  M.D. 

Watertown,  N.  Y.,  October  25,  1848. 


REMARKS  ON    THE    URINARY  SECRETION   AS  CONNECTED  WITH 

CHOLERA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  a^d  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — The  diminution  or  total  suppression  of  the  urinary  secretion  as  a 
symptom  of  cholera,  has  not  met  with  that  attention,  either  pathological 
or  practical,  which  its  importance  seems  imperiously  to  demand.  That 
there  is  one  or  the  other  of  these  states,  in  every  severe  and  especially 
fatal  case,  will,  perhaps,  be  admitted  by  all  who  have  attentively  inquired 
into  the  subject,  or  whose  recollection  is  vivid.  And  yet  the  removal 
of  so  sombre  a  symptom  would  seem  to  be  only  a  secondary  matter,  if 
not  entirely  overlooked. 
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As  the.  cliolera  seems  gradually  approaohini^  us,  every  tiling  relative  to 
its  pathology  and  treatment  becomes  more  and  more  highly  interesting. 
As  to  its  pathology,  it  would  seem  that  there  is  a  metastalis,  or  transfer, 
of  the  urinary  secretion  to  t!ie  stomach  from  its  j)!oper  oigans.  Hence 
the  immensely  copious  evacuations  of  fluids,  resembling  rice-water,  by 
vomiting  and  dejection.  Hence,  also,  the  spasms  of  that  organ,  and 
the  pains  and  cramps  transferred  from  it  to  other  parts  of  the  body,  and 
the  non-secretion  of  urine.  As  it  is  the  centre  of  the  system,  its  state  is 
commutable  to  the  extremities,  and  to  evc^ry  muscle,  nerve,  filament,  and 
fibre.  But  why  this  immense  and  terrific  excitement  ?  1  answer,  that  it 
is  owing  to  the  nnnatmal  and  morbid  action  brought  about  by  the  slo- 
macli  being  forced  to  act  a  ?x  substitute  to  the  kidneys  and  urinary  or- 
gans. The  bladder  being  en.j  ly,  the  stomach  is  overloaded  with  its  de- 
teriorated contents.  The  urethra  having  nothing  to  liansmit,  the  oeso- 
phagus hastens  to  act  as  its  substitute,  by  throwing  off'  the  new  offen- 
sive and  morbific  secretion.  And  even  when  the  stomach  is  unloaded, 
it  does  not  cease  its  contortions,  but,  like  the  sea,  after  the  hurricane  has 
subsided,  continues  to  roll. 

From  these  premises,  the  indication  of  cure  is  primarily  to  inquire 
into  the  state  of  the  urinary  secretion,  and  to  aid  the  action  of  the  kid- 
neys by  diuretics,  of  which  opiates  and  ethereal  inhalation  may  be  indi- 
cated, when  spasm  causes  non-secretion. 

Diuretics  must,  however,  be  various  and  varied,  in  order  to  meet  the 
variety  and  complication  of  symptoms  exhibited  in  any  particular  case. 
But  in  general  no  one  would  seem  so  well  adapted,  from  its  anti-emetic 
quality,  and  prompt  action  upon  the  urinary  organs,  as  tinct.  cantharides. 
As  diarrhoea  is  often  a  premonitory  sign  of  coming  cholera,  the  urinary 
evacuation  should  be  inquired  into  early  and  remedied  if  scanty. 

Every  practitioner  may,  perhaps,  recollect  cases  of  fever,  and  other 
maladies,  in  which  the  first  alarm  that  he  was  about  to  lose  a  patient,  or 
at  any  rate  had  one  in  a  very  critical  condition,  was  a  total  or  partial 
non-secretion  of  urine.  This  even  takes  place  in  serious  external  injuries 
which  are  to  end  fatally.  A  case  of  this  kind  is  recorded  in  your 
Journal,  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Robertson,  of  Augusta,  Ga.,  in  which  "  the 
fourth  and  fifth  vertebra  of  the  neck  "  were  fractured.  The  patient 
lived  thirty-three  hours  after  the  accident,  without  secreting  any  urine,  as 
was  ascertained  by  frequent  introduction  of  the  catheter.  The  cholera, 
then,  seems  to  commence  with  a  serious  and  alarming  phenomenon,  with 
which  other  fatal  cases  end. 

It  is  ever  wise  to  be  prepared  to  meet  an  enemy  when  he  is  on  his 
march,  and  not  to  defer  our  preparations  until  his  arrival.  In  our  own 
view,  everything  which  promotes  the  urinary  secretion  lias  a  bearing 
upon  the  treatment  of  cholera.  We  will,  tiierefore,  give  a  case  fiom 
the  pen  of  Dr.  V.  Utley,  now  deceased.  He  was  a  medical  gen- 
tleman who  lived  in  this  county,  with  whom  I  was  well  acquainted, 
and  have  been  in  consultation.  We  shall  abridge  it  to  the  leading 
points.  It  occurred  several  years  before  we  ever  heard  of  Asiatic  cliolera 
—which  was  not  until  1817. 
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'•'The  subject  ^^  as  a  woman  of  middle  age,  the  molber  of  several 
children,  of  a  lean  and  spare  habit  of  body,  of  pallid  countenance,  of 
jaundiced  hue,  and  probably  of  melancholic  temperament,  as  it  was 
formerly  called."  The  first  notice  which  she  took  herself,  was  an  in- 
tej'ruption  of  the  urinary  discharge,  which  was  ropy,  gelatinous,  and  ac- 
companied with  violent  paioxysms  of  pain  in  the  region  of  die  kidneys. 
She  had  labored  hard,  and  was  exposed  to  extreme  cold  weather.  The 
pain  became  excruciating  in  the  region  of  the  right  kichiey,  and  was  at- 
tended with  severe  and  incessant  puking.  She  had  chills,  and  could 
not  lie  a  moment  on  the  right  side  without  vomiting.  Bleeding,  drastics, 
opiates  largely,  epispasti('S,  and  diuretics,  were  resorted  to.  But  the 
urine  was  so  flir  suspended  that  by  the  fourth  day  she  had  evacuated 
y  only  half  a  pint,  and  this  was  supposed  to  be  collected  before  the  attack. 
The  catheter  was  now  introduced,  but  not  a  single  drop  of  water  obtain- 
ed. Tlie  vomiting  somewhat  abated,  but  only,  it  seems,  from  the  pa- 
tient's extreme  exhaustion  and  debility  ;  she  could  not  be  rallied  by  large 
doses  of  diffusible  stimuli,  and  in  fact  seemed  fast  sinking  into  the  arms 
of  death.  The  warm  bath  was  now  proposed,  but  the  patient  would 
not  comply,  until  the  sixth  day,  when  she  was  persuaded  to  immerse 
her  body,  after  taking  a  dose  of  "  theb.  tinct.,"  into  a  bath  of  100^  Fahr., 
vv'here  she  continued  half  an  hour.  Whilst  in  the  bath,  nothintj  was 
given  but  sage  tea,  and  "  she  soon  began  to  discharge  urine,  a  pint  at  a 
time  and  at  every  half  hour ;  and  she  did  not  cease  before  night,  when 
she  had  filled  the  almost  incredible  measure  of  three  gallons  and  up- 
wards. In  the  mean  time  she  had  a  regular  alvine  evacuation,  the  vom- 
iting stopped,  her  appetite  for  food  returned,  and  she  ate  with  great  re- 
lish." The  sequel  is,  that  by  tonics  and  proper  diet  she  was  restored 
to  her  usual  health. 

The  pertinent  remaik  of  the  editors  of  the  New  York  periodical  in 
which  tliis  case  was  published,  and  who  seem  to  give  much  of  the 
credit  of  the  cure  to  the  liberal  doses  of  opiates  which  she  took,  is,  that, 
"  However  rapidly,  therefore,  the  secretion  of  so  large  a  quantity  must 
have  been  eflected,  it  is  no  less  evident  and  conclusive  that  the  mass  of 
circulating  fluids  was  charged  with  it  during  six  days."    They  add,  that, 

Hippocrates  encouraged  urinary  discharges  by  means  of  garlic,  cucum- 
bers, celery,  fennel,  and  other  diuretic  herbs,  or  their  parts." 

Respectfully,  your  most  ob't, 

Lebanon,  Ct.,  Oct.,  1848.  Joseph  Comstock,  M.D. 


MORE  ABOUT  NOSTRUMS. 

To  J.  V.  C.  Smith,  M.D. 

Dear  Sir, — Imprimis  :  Yon  will  do  me  the  favor  to  notice  the  fact 
that  I  am  not  boring  the  editor  of  a  Medical  Journal ;  but  am  simply 
holding  Dr.  Smith  by  the  button.  I  can  very  well  endure  the  lassitude 
and  yawning  induced  upon  yourself  by  my  Utopian  prosiness ;  but  I  de- 
precate the  loathing  of  the  readers  of  your  Journal,  who,  I  fear,  would 
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fail  to  sympalbize  with  my  "  grief  at)d  impatience,"  in  the  matter  of 
popular  delusion,  perversity  and  madness,  on  the  subject  of  nostrums. 

"  Lewis  Higl)y,  h^sq.,  of  St.  Geoige,"  lives  in  a  small  town  of  an  ad- 
joining county,  and  has  figured  in  the  Legislature  of  Vermont,  greatly, 
lo  the  delight  of  its  jolly  members.  Lewis  Higl)y,  Esq.,  had  one  little 
fai.dt.  He  loved  red  pepper  and  cider  ;  and  his  potations  were  so  abun- 
dant tliat  his  nose  got  rubicund.  He  regarded  himself  as  a  pillar  in  the 
wliig  temple;  and  being  reduced  to  straits  by  reason  of  his  too  plentiful 
potations,  his  ])!)ysician  informed  him  that  his  earlbly  affairs  must  be  ar- 
ranged for  his  departure  lo  a  world  where  his  potations  would  be  some- 
what more  ethereal.  He  replied  to  the  doctor,  with  a  sigh,  that  as 
to  the  matter  of  dying,  he  cared  nothing  for  that — not  he — but  then, 
the  disgrace  to  whiggery,  involved  in  a  newspaper  paragraph,  setting 
forth,  in  staring  capitals,  that  Lewis  Higby,  Esq.,  of  St.  George,  bad 
come  to  his  end  by  red  pepper  and  cider — and  this,  too,  trumpeted  to  the 
world  through  the  columns  of  that  dirty  organ  of  democracy,  the  Bur- 
lington Sentinel — ah  !  doctor,  I  can't  stand  that !  "  The  tloctor,  by  the 
way,  had  the  pleasure  to  see  his  patient  recover.  If  Dr.  Smith  chooses 
to  yawn,  or  quietly  to  sacrifice  a  button — very  well ;  but  lo  mar  the 
morning  repast  of  nine  tenths  of  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  by  filling 
its  pages  with  Jeremiades  on  the  repulsive  topic  of  nostrums,  till  my  very 
name  exhales  medicinally — becomes  emetic — the  "  honor  of  the  whig 
party  "  would  hardly  sustain  me  under  the  infliction.  And  yet — there 
is  much  that  I  would  say  ;  much  that  I  would  urge  on  the  attention 
of  the  profession.  Somebody  has  said,  "  give  me  the  making  of  the 
ballads  of  a  nation,  and  I  care  not  who  makes  the  laws."  So  1  would 
say  of  the  popular  mass — give  me  access  to  them — give  me  the  means 
of  presenting  to  their  minds  the  plain  unvarnished  truth — give  me  skill  to 
secure  attention,  to  excite  and  sustain  interest  in  the  subject,  and  I  would 
confidently  predict  success. 

I  am  prompted  to  this  subject  to-day,  by  having  fallen  on  the  pam- 
phlet containing  the  doings  of  the  two  first  National  Medical  Conven- 
tions, of  1846  and  1847.  (Shall  I  be  too  obtrusive  if  I  ask  you  to  send  me 
by  mail,  the  published  doings  of  the  American  Medical  Association  for 
1848?  I  know  not  how  otherwise  I  can  find  then).)  Although  I  can 
appreciate  the  importance  of  all  the  ends  proposed  by  these  Conven- 
tions, yet  I  deem  the  fact  worthy  of  notice  that  there  are,  at  this  mo- 
ment, thousands  of  well-trained  physicians,  scattered  over  the  LTnited 
States,  who  are  spending  their  days  in  comparative  idleness,  and  conse- 
quent poverty,  while  they  are  the  passive  observers  of  chaj'latanry  and 
nostrum-gulping,  which  robs  the  people  of  health,  and  money,  and  life, 
while  it  helps  the  mountebank  to  a  coach,  and  the  trade  to  bank-stock  ! 
Indignation  never  found  a  fitter  occasion  on  which  to  vent  its  wrath — 
nor  philanthropy  a  more  approjiiiate  field  for  its  toil.  Although  indig- 
nation is  a  very  attainable  virtue — quite  manly,  and  imposing  withal — - 
unfortunately,  it  is  less  efficient,  less  beneficent,  than  the  more  humble 
agency  of  the  former,  which,  by  liook  or  by  crook,  contrives  to  attain  the 
good  ends  which  indignation  covets,  but  overleaps  in  its  intemperate  zeal. 
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But  ]  am  sorry  to  perceive  that  poor  philanthropy  is  a  limping  wight, 
with  little  money  in  his  pm-se,  though  I  ween  of  a  sturdy  heart.  If  he 
had  a  liundred  guineas  at  his  command,  he  would  deposit  the  same,  forth- 
with, in  the  treasury  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  he  awarded 
to  the  writer  of  tlie  tract  best  adapted  to  interest,  instruct  and  persuade 
the  Ibolish  people,  learned  and  unlearned,  to  cease  to  drug  themselves 
into  imbecility,  disease  and  death,  with  nostrums.  And  he  would  gladly 
deposit  another  hundred  to  publish  and  circulate  the  same. 

Seriously — is  it  a  wild  scheme  ?  May  not  something  be  effected  to 
stay  the  sweeping  pestilence  ?  And  what  end  is  more  legitimate  for  the 
action  of  your  Association  ?  There  are  men  in  our  profession,  could 
they  be  called  out,  who  are  competent  to  command  the  attention  of  the 
people — the  masses  even — to  this  subject.  Let  me  do  myself  the  jus- 
tice to  appiise  you  that  1  am  not  such  a  zealot  as  to  look  for  rapid  re- 
form. But  lias  not  the  public,  suffering  and  wasting  as  it  is,  under 
such  a  terrible  scourge,  some  claim  on  the  benevolence  of  the  profession  ? 

I  am  not  mad,  most  noble  Festus,  but  speak  forth  the  words  of  truth 
and  soberness."  Of  all  the  ills,  physical  or  moral,  that  afflict  the  people 
of  the  civilized — nay,  the  christianized — world,  this  matter  of  nostrum- 
eating  stands  pre-eminent.  The  nostrum-maker,  the  nostrum-vender, 
the  nostrum-eater — superlative,  comparative,  positive — a  trio  of  devils 
incarnate — the  personification  of  sin,  sorrow  and  death — stealing  the 
brains,  corrupting  the  heart,  and  killing  the  body.  But  enough  of  this. 
If  vituperation  could  cure  the  evil,  it  might  be  well  to  rail  on.  Con- 
siderate labor  is  more  to  the  purpose,  and  I  trust  the  subject,  in  some 
form,  may  occupy  the  attention  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

Yours  respectfully, 

St,  Albans,  Vt.,  Oct.  26,  1848.  J.  L.  Chandler. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  A  MEMOIR  OF  BOWMAN  HENDRY,  M.D. 

[The  following  well-written  memoir  refers  to  one  of  the  early  medical 
practitioners  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey.  The  writer  of  it  seems  to 
liave  performed  liis  duty  faithfully,  by  not  only  giving  a  general  sketch 
of  the  character  and  habits  of  Dr.  H.,  but  also  by  filling  up  the  outline 
with  illustrative  incident  and  anecdote.  It  is  desirable  that  more  should 
be  done  in  this  way  to  preserve  the  remembrance  of  those  faithful  medical 
men,  in  different  parts  of  our  country,  who  in  the  last  century  pursued 
their  calling  amid  great  hardships  and  deprivations.  This  memoir  is 
copied,  will)  many  omissions,  from  the  New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter, 
where  it  purports  to  be  written  by  "  A  Physician."  Dr.  Hendry  was 
born  in  Woodbury  in  1773.  The  history  of  his  boyhood,  of  his  attend- 
ance at  the  medical  lectures  in  Philadelphia,  of  his  appointment  as  As- 
sistant Surgeon  in  the  celebrated  "  Whiskey  Insurrection,"  and  a  va- 
riety of  other  matters,  we  are  obliged  to  omit  entirely.] 

When  Dr.  Hendry  commenced  his  professional  labors  at  Haddonfield, 
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he  found  there  two  physicians  of  long-established  reputation  in  the  vil- 
lage. These  gentlemen  were  Drs.  Blackwood  and  Talhnan.  But  not- 
withstanding this  apparent  disadvantage,  the  practical  skill  and  urban.e 
manners  of  the  young  aspirant  won  rapidly  u[)on  the  trustlijl  respect 
of  the  community,  and  he  soon  became  engaged  in  an  extensive  practice. 

About  the  year  179(3,  though  the  precise  date  is  not  recorded,  the 
entire  professional  field  was  left  open  lo  Dr.  Hendry,  by  the  removal  of 
his  senior  competitors  ;  Dr.  Blackwood  having  changed  his  residence  to 
Mount  Holly,  and  Dr.  Tallman  being  removed  by  death.  Under  these 
circumstances,  his  practice  increased  with  singular  rapidity,  until  it  em- 
braced the  whole  surrounding  country,  and  even  encroaclied  upon  tlie 
circuit  of  his  lather,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Woodbury  ;  and  the  un- 
bounded confidence  which  that  father  leposet!  in  the  jjiofessional  ability 
of  the  son  was  no  mere  ciealure  of  parental  loudness — it  was  warranted 
by  the  universal  reliance  on  the  tact  and  judgment  of  the  young  prac- 
titioner, both  within  and  beyond  the  ranks  of  llie  profession. 

Being  now  firmly  established,  the  subject  of  our  memoir  deemed  it 
prudent  to  conclude  his  long-protracted  engagement  with  the  daughter 
of  his  former  preceptor,  Dr.  Duffield.  Accordingly,  the  marriage  was 
consummated,  and  the  happy  parties  entered  upon  the  novel  duties  of 
house-keeping,  at  Haddonfield,  the  residence  and  office  being  conveniently 
situated  under  the  same  roof,  in  the  most  agreeable  pait  of  one  of  the 
most  attractive  villages  of  West  Jersey. 

From  this  time  forward,  all  the  energies  of  Dr.  Hendry,  both  physical 
and  moral,  were  most  strenuously  devoted  to  his  professional  duties.  He 
was  never  known  to  refuse  a  call.  By  day  or  by  night — in  heat  or  in 
cold — in  sunshine  or  in  storm — if  a  mortal  man  and  a  good  horse  could 
make  their  way  to  the  scene  of  action,  no  patient  was  ever  disappointed  ; 
and  thus  he  continued  to  fulfil  the  onerous  obligations  of  his  honorable 
calling,  during  a  term  of  more  tlian  forty  years,  without  a  competitor 
to  divide  with  him  his  vast  responsibilities  throughout  a  wide  range  of 
territory.  The  members  of  the  faculty  with  whom  he  was  constantly 
associated  in  distant  consultations,  united  with  the  general  public  in  con- 
ceding to  him  that  elevated  position  in  the  profession  wliich  none  attempt- 
ed to  dispute.  He  became  the  doctor  of  Gloucester  county,  his 
rides  extending  from  the  Delaware  to  the  seaboard,  and  being  not  un- 
frequently  pushed,  at  the  request  of  other  practitioners,  to  the  very  ex- 
tremities of  the  State. 

To  those  who  should  attempt  to  estimate  the  aiuount  of  pliysical  en- 
durance required  for  the  exercise  of  such  a  vast  range  of  professional 
duty,  by  the  facilities  enjoyed  at  the  present  time,  and  in  most  sections 
of  our  now  populous  country,  the  possession  of  this  gie-at  amotmt  of 
patronage  will  probably  be  viewed  as  a  singular  example  of  unalloyed 
good  fortune.  But  in  order  to  appreciate  .with  justice  the  debt  of  grati- 
tude due  by  the  community  to  this  indefatigable  public  servant,  we  must 
take  into  view  the  nature  of  his  labors  in  an  age  when  the  division  of  la- 
bor was  unknown  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  and  when  a  large  portion 
of  territory  within  his  regular  circuit — thousands  of  acres  of  which  are 
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still  a  tangled  wildei'ness  of  pines  and  cedars — was  very  sparsely  inhabit- 
ed, by  a  people  in  a  state  of  primitive  simplicity,  among  whom  the  re- 
fineiiients  and  luxuries  of  life  were  unknown,  and  who  were  so  extremely 
poor  that  the  professional  benevolence  could  calculate  upon  slender  re- 
ward beyond  the  prayers  of  grateful  hearts.  The  following  amusing 
anecdote  will  serve  as  an  illustration  of  the  then  existing  condition  of 
society. 

During  about  fifteen  years  of  the  early  part  of  his  professional  career, 
Dr.  Hendry  rode  upon  the  saddle.  By  night  or  day,  in  heat  or  cold, 
storm  or  sunshine,  he  was  on  horseback.  At  length,  resolving  upon  an 
in)pi-ovement  in  his  mode  of  travelling,  he  purchased,  at  a  vendue,  an 
old-lashioned  sulkey,  of  the  kind  used  in  those  days,  by  the  rich  and  aris- 
'  tocralic  portion  of  the  community  only.  This  article  was  an  ordinary 
chair,  placed  upon  wooden  springs,  open  to  the  sun  and  rain  ;  for,  in  those 
days,  a  top  cover  would  have  been  considered  ridiculously  efieminate  ! 
Tl]e  whole  establishment — harness  to  match,  he. — was  struck  off  to  the 
purchaser  at  thirty  dollars!  An  old  Friend  who  had  witnessed  his  ex- 
travagance, quietly  remarked,  "  Doctor,  1  fear  thee  is  too  fast  in  making 
this  purchase.  Thee  will  not  be  able  to  stand  it  and  make  thy  income 
meet  thy  expenses  1"  In  this  the  old  Friend  was  perfectly  sincere  ;  only 
intending  to  recommend  the  consciernious  caution  of  his  sect,  in  all  their 
financial  dealings;  and  his  remark  furnishes  a  strong  proof  of  the  primi- 
tive simplicity  of  those  times. 

The  introduction  of  one  luxury  usually  demands  the  adoption  of  others  ; 
Dr.  Hendry  soon  found  that  he  required  a  light  when  driving  along  the 
intricate  "  pine  roads  "  by  night ;  and  he  accordingly  commissioned  a 
friend  to  procure,  from  the  city,  a  pair  of  coach  lamps.  The  agent, 
anxious  to  oblige,  but  ignorant  of  the  proper  proportions  of  carriage 
lamps,  procured  a  huge  pair,  each  approximating  the  si2;e  of  a  bucket  ; 
but  the  doctor  made  the  best  of  the  bargain,  and  a[)pended  them  to  the 
sulkey,  where,  when  properly  armed  with  a  pair  of  spermaceti  candles, 
they  rendered  awfully  luminous  the  defects  of  both  the  road  and  the  es- 
tablishment, much  to  the  edification  of  old  Silver-tail,  his  flivorite  horse. 
Soon  after  the  lamps  were  put  on  duty,  and  while  the  doctor  was  travel- 
ling on  a  dark  night,  from  Hamilton  to  Long-a-coming,  he  was  startled, 
in  a  dreary  part  of  ilie  road,  by  tlie  cry  of  murder  !  murder  1  Halting, 
and  listening  attentively,  he  found  that  the  cries  were  in  front ;  and 
lashing  his  horse  to  speed,  he  gained  rapidly  on  the  sounds,  until,  in  a 
few  minutes,  they  seemed  to  turn  into  the  forest,  and  became  faint  in 
the  distance.  The  doctor,  finding  it  impossible  to  follow,  or  fathom  the 
mystery,  drove  on. 

Passing,  next  day,  through  the  same  part  of  the  country,  and  observ- 
mg  the  people  standing  in  groups  about  the  door  of  the  village  tavern, 
he  alighted,  and  entering  the  house,  inquired  what  had  happened  to  pro- 
duce such  excitement  in  the  neighborhood.  He  was  informed  that  a 
dreadful  affair  had  occurred  during  the  preceding  night.  An  old  wood-cut- 
ter, one  of  the  boldest  men  in  the  vicinity,  on  returning  late  from  his  work, 
had  been  pursued  by  a  monster  of  most  horrid  appearance.    It  had  great 
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eyes  of  fire,  a  long  body,  and  a  monstrous  tail,  which  it  flourislied  from 
time  to  time,  as  it  pursued  the  frijjihtened  forester !  As  the  doctor  was 
very  fond  of  a  joke,  he  look  pains  to  humor  this  capital  affair,  asked  nu- 
merous questions,  manifested  (^^reat  concern,  and  slated  that,  as  he  passed 
along  ihe  same  road,  that  night,  he  had  himself  seen  the  uionster ;  add- 
ing his  conviction  that  the  creature  would  make  itself  visible  again, 
somewhere  about  midnight.  Accordingly,  ahout  1  1  o'clock,  that  even- 
ing, he  drove  into  tiie  village,  in  his  regular  round  of  duty — lamps  glow- 
ing, the  sulkey  rattling,  and  the  whip  flourishing  merrily  round  old  Silver- 
tail.  The  inhabitants — men,  women  and  childien,  still  out  of  bed — 
were  gathered  aroutid  the  tavern  porch,  awaiting  news  of  the  terrible 
visitant ;  and  loud  was  the  shout  from  the  crowd,  when,  stopping  before 
the  door,  the  monster  stood  revealed  ! 

"  Dr.  Hendry's  monster  "  remained  a  standing  jest  in  that  neighbor- 
hood lor  many  years  ;  but,  for  a  long  time,  the  old  wood-chopper 
never  permitted  the  sulkey  to  pa'ss,  without  a  critical  examination  of  the 
himps,  as  if  still  suspicious  of  some  lurking  princ^iple  of  life  about  the 
curious  machine.  The  inhaiyitaius  of  that  I'egion  had  never  before  wit- 
nessed sucli  "  a  new-fashioned  extravagance  "  as  a  carriage  with  lights. 

Had  the  professional  circuit  of  Dr.  Mendry  been  solely  or  even 
chiefly  confined  to  the  vicinity  of  such  villages  as  Haddonfield,  Cam- 
den and  VVoodhury,  where,  after  the  death  of  his  father,  it  became  much 
enlarged,  or  had  his  customary  daily  riches  in  other  directions  been  cir- 
cumscribed by  Blackwood-town,  Evesham  and  Cropwell — the  two  latter 
places  being  chiefly  settled  by  members  of  the  society  of  Quakers  or 
Friends,  among  whom  his  practice  was  exiiMisive — his  duties,  though  ar- 
duous, might  have  been  accomplished  with  comparative  facility,  and, 
while  less  extraordinary  pf)wers  of  physical  endurance  would  have  suf- 
ficed for  the  fulfilment  of  the  task,  the  pecuniary  reward  might  have  ap- 
proximated in  some  degree  towards  an  equivalent  for  the  exertion  it  re- 
quired. But  from  this  more  favored  district,  the  doctor  and  his  already 
half-exhausted  horse  were  called  upon  to  plunge  into  the  broad-spread, 
semi-desert  r(\gion  of  the  Pines  of  West  Jersey,  where  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  designate  his  long  and  solitary  route,  through  primeval  forests  al- 
most itnpervious  to  the  noon-day  sun — through  "  Barrens,"  tangled  and 
briery  with  scrub-oak  and  thorny  vines,  or  stretching  wide  and  far  their 
plains  of  sand,  where  scarce  a  wandering  bird  could  draw  subsistence 
from  the  arid  and  sterile  soil.  Yet,  wherever  there  was  found  a  human 
being  to  demand  his  professional  aid,  there  would  he  find  his  way,  by 
high-ways  or  by-ways,  bridle-path,  blaze,  blind-road,  or  no  road  at  all  ! 

Not  uiifrequenlly,  the  protracted  absence  of  the  doctor  on  these  dis- 
tant excursions  would  occasion  considerable  alarm  in  his  family  ;  but 
when  questioned,  on  his  return,  as  to  the  cause  of  his  delay,  he  would 
pleasantly  reply — "  Nothing  in  the  world  was  the  matter,  only  that  I 
became  lost  for  a  long  time  in  the  Pines,  and  was  compelled  to  lodge 
in  the  woods  I"  Many  a  night  has  this  devoted  physician  passed  in  the 
rijanner  just  described  ;  and  after  he  adopted  the  use  of  the  sulkey,  he 
V\ould  fasten  his  horse,  on  such  occasions,  to  a  convenient  sapling,  then 
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wrap  himself  in  his  cloak,  consign  himself  unmnrmiuingly  to  the  care  of 
all-pervading  Providence,  and  sleep,  till  morninii;  light  enabled  him  to 
escape  from  the  meshes  of  the  sylvan  labyiinlh.  During  the  preva- 
lence of  e|)idemics,  this  wide  extension  of  his  lange  of  piactice,  coupled 
with  the  great  number  of  liis  patients,  obliged  him  to  remain  constantly 
upon  the  road  and  in  the  sick-rooin,  for  days  and  nights  together,  with- 
out rest  or  intermission,  until  exhausted  nature  coukl  endure  no  more. 

During  a  [)eiiod  of  about  thirty  years,  the  general  amount  of  daily 
travelling  performed  by  Dr.  Hendry,  was  fiom  thirty  to  fifty  miles;  but 
his  journeys  sometimes  extended  to  the  almost  incredible  distance  of 
stwenty-five  miles  in  a  single  day  ;  and  the  necessary  rapidity  of  his 
movements  on  such  occasions,  was  sufficient  to  tire  out  (ouv  horses  in  suc- 
cession. It  has  been  computed  that,  during  his  entire  career  ol  profes- 
sional usefulness,  more  than  two  hundred  of  these  noble  animals  were 
completely  exhausted  in  iiis  service.  With  a  practice  thus  enlaiged  be- 
yond all  example  in  this  region  ol"  country,  it  becomes  a  niatter  of  as- 
tonishment that  human  nature  did  not  succumb  l)eneath  his  vast  and  long- 
continued  exei'tions  ;  but  Providence  had  l)lessed  him  with  a  capacity  to 
endure  fatigue  and  loss  of  sleep,  beyond  the  powers  of  ordinary  men — a 
capacity  which  might  appear  incredil)le  il"  unconfirmed  by  testimony 
\\  hich  cannot  be  disputed. 

Old  Silver-tail  has  been  already  introduced  upon  the  stage,  as  one 
of  the  heroes  of  the  monster  apparition.  Many  now  living  in  West 
Jersey  will  have  a  kindly  recollection  of  this  most  faithful  animal.  For 
a  long  course  of  years  he  was  the  last  dependence  of  the  laborious  prac- 
titioner— the  only  one  of  all  his  numerous  stud  in  whose  selection  and 
purchase  he  felt  a  pride.  When,  on  occasions  of  unusual  exertion,  every 
horse  in  the  stable  had  been  successively  exhausted,  and  still  another 
"  call  "  demanded  prompt  attention,  old  Silver-tail  was  tried  again. 
This  animal  was  a  sorrel,  so  fiery  and  full  of  spirit  that  he  received  the 
cognomen  of  Cayenne  "  ;  his  more  enduring  title  being  derived,  of 
course,  from  the  peculiar  color  of  his  caudal  appendage.  By  moderate 
computation,  this  invaluable  animal  performed  at  least  forty  thousand 
miles  of  travel  in  his  master's  service,  carrying  upon  his  back,  or  dragging 
in  the  sulkey,  a  weight  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  In  cases  of 
extreme  emergency,  when  lifeordeatli  depended  upon  immediate  action, 
Dr.  Hendry  was  a  fuiious  driver,  and  spared  his  liorse  as  little  as  himself. 
The  burden  of  the  struggle  against  lime  then  usually  fell  to  the  lot  of 
Silver-tail ;  and  nobly  did  the  generous  creature  respond  to  the  demand. 
Many  a  vigorous  Jerseynian  now  lives,  unconscious  of  the  fact  that  a 
parent's  life,  and  hence  his  own  existence,  are  due,  under  Providence,  to 
that  old  sorrel  horse. 

The  immediate  guarrlian  of  old  Silver-tail  was  a  colored  man  named 
John  Fussell,  who  still  lives  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  respect  and  kindly 
feelings  of  those  who  honoied  and  loved  his  former  employer.  This 
long-tried  and  most  faithful  domestic,  who  was  with  Dr.  Hendry  in  the 
days  »of  his  greatest  prosperity  and  most  arduous  labors,  was  far  from 
being  confined  in  his  sphere  of  usefulness  to  the  stable  and  the  me- 
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nage — he  entered  upon  service  wlien  a  mere  lad,  and  continned  in  the 
family,  as  house-servant  and  attendant  upon  the  doctor  and  his  horse, 
lor  the  term  oi'  iweiiiy  years;  when  he  resolved  to  marry,  and  begin 
life  in  another  splieie.  In  lact,  the  doctor  was  often  dependent  upon 
John  for  the  preparalion  of  many  of  his  prescriptions,  under  proper  di- 
rectioiis,  during  sickly  seasons  :  he  waited  to  answer  calls  in  the  office, 
and  became  associated  in  so  many  ways  with  the  profession,  that  he  ac- 
quired the  fanfiliar  title  of  Dr.  John."  For  several  years  he  was  the 
only  assistant  in  the  oftice,  and  became  quite  expert  in  compounding 
medicines,  and  very  naturally  considered  himself  by  no  means  without 
skill  in  actually  prescribing  for  the  sick.  It  is  (juite  amusing  to  hear 
the  old  negro  tell  of  the  sufferings  of  the  doctor  and  me,"  while  en- 
gaged in  such  active  ])ractice.  He  now  resides  in  a  little  cottage  a  few 
miles  from  Haddonfield,  where  he  has  maintained,  for  many  years,  the 
character  of  a  firm  and  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Ej)lscopal 
Church,  having  been  distinguished  throughout  life  for  undeviating  honesty, 
veracity  and  general  good  conduct.  To  this  day,  an  allusion  to  his  foi- 
mer  services  in  the  fanfily  of  his  employer  is  sufficient  to  suffuse  his 
eyes  with  tears  of  grateful  recollection  ;  and,  li'  pern)itted  to  tell  the 
story  himself,  it  would  appear  beyond  dispute,  that  no  three  individuals 
ever  served  the  public  with  half  the  zeal  of  Dr.  Hendry,  John  and  Sil- 
ver-tail. 

In  an  age  when  the  duties  of  the  medical  practitioner  have  become 
divided  into  many  branches  ;  when  pharmacy  has  been  elevated  into  a 
distinct  profession  ;  and  when,  at  least  in  the  more  thickly-settled  por- 
tions of  the  country,  particular  physicians  are  beginning  to  devote  espe- 
cial attention  to  surgery,  obstetrics,  the  diseases  of  the  chest,  or  the 
diseases  of  children  ;  thus  establishing  peculiar  reputations  in  some  one 
or  more  departments  of  the  multiform  art  of  healing,  the  country  practi- 
tioner is  often  able  to  divide,  or  to  escape  entirely,  an  onerous  responsi- 
biliiy  in  rare  and  difficult  cases,  and  unusual  operations  with  the  knife. 
By  this  means  the  difiiculty  of  his  isolated  position,  and  the  labor  of 
study  in  keeping  pace  with  the  advance  of  science,  are  essentially  di- 
minished. But  no  such  alleviation  of  labor  was  possible  with  Dr.  Hen- 
dry. In  the  morning,  perhaps,  he  would  be  found  engaged  in  the  treat- 
ment of  an  important  and  difficult  compound  fracture;  at  noon,  adding 
another  young  aristocrat  to  the  republic  ;  then,  snatching  a  hasty  din- 
ner, relieving  an  attack  of  violent  infantile  convulsions  in  the  child  of  a 
humble  cottager,  on  his  way  to  the  bed-side  of  some  etiolated  fair  one, 
retreating  from  the  exhausting  heat  of  the  capital,  with  the  hectic  flush 
upon  her  cheek,  to  die  among  the  flowers,  and  be  buried  where  the 
birds  might  sing  over  her  early  grave :  at  the  next  moment  we  may 
follow  him  into  a  scene  of  terrible  family  affliction,  to  calm  the  ravings 
of  the  terror-stricken  victim  of  mania-a-potu,  so  justly  called  "  the 
horrors  "  ;  then  rapidly  dismissing  half  a  dozen  cases  of  the  prevalent 
epidemic,  and  dashing  off  fjve-and-twenty  nfiles  into  the  Pines,  to  usher 
Into  being  an  additional  bread-eater,  to  eticumber  the  already  over-bur- 
dened board  of  some  poor  glass-blower  at  the  furnace. 
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He  was  peculiaily  fortunate  in  the  department  of  obstetrics,  which, 
previous  to  liis  lime,  had  been  ahiiost  monopolized  for  years  by  female 
accoucheurs:  and  certainly  no  other  individual  in  West  Jersey  ever  in- 
troduced into  this  world  of  toil  and  care,  so  manv  children,  with  so 
much  honor  to  himself,  and  ease  to  the  mother  and  infant. 

[To  be  concluded  next  week.] 


TKACdKO  rO.MV  IN  LAUYN(;iT!6. 

Dr.  C.  D.  Mkigs  detailed  to  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadel- 
])hia,  the  ibllowini;-  case  of  pseudo-membranous  laryngitis,  in  which  the 
o[)eraii(^n  of  tracheotomy,  perlbrmed  at  an  advanced  stage  of  the  disease, 
was  lollowed  by  complete  recovery. 

A  child,  4  years  of  age.  becoming  atFected  with  diificult  and  noisy 
respiration,  was  placed  under  the  care  ol'  a  homoeopathic  practitioner; 
the  parents  having  lost  already  a  cliild  fiom  cioup,  recognized  in  this 
the  same  symptoms  as  weie  observed  in  the  former  case,  and  suggested 
to  the  medical  attendant  that  the  child  was  laboiin.Li;  under  that  disease, 
but  this  he  declared  was  not  the  case,  but  rather  thought  that  the  attack 
would  tuin  out  to  be  one  of  measles.  The  child,  however,  grew  worse 
and  w  orse — no  eruption  appeared  upon  the  skin,  and  at  the  end  of  two 
weeks,  the  respiration  having  become  increased  in  difficulty  and  attended 
with  a  distinct  croupy  sound,  while  the  v^oice  of  the  child  was  neaily 
extinct,  the  parents  became  alarmed  and  sent  for  Dr.  Meigs.  His  son, 
Dr.  J.  F.  Meigs,  i[nmediately  saw  the  patient,  and  found  it  in  an  ad- 
vanced stage  of  genuine  membranous  croup,  attended  with  symptoms 
of  the  most  violent  character  ;  an  extensive  deposition  of  membranous 
matter  appeared  to  have  taken  place,  and  the  case  was  looked  upon 
as  almost  hopeless — with  the  view,  however,  of  affording,  if  possible, 
some  relief  to  the  extieme  difliculty  of  breathing,  the  doctor  directed  the 
application  of  five  or  six  leeches  to  the  thioat  on  each  side  of  the  tra- 
chea. Di-.  C.  D.  Meigs  now  saw  the  child,  and  considered  it  to  be 
in  the  most  imminent  danger.  The  croupal  symptoms  were  intense. 
Upon  auscultation,  not  the  slightest  respiratoiy  murmur  could  be  detect- 
ed in  any  pai  t  of  the  chest,  giving  the  idea  of  an  individual  laboring  un- 
der complete  hepatization  of  both  lungs.  The  air  passed  into  the  lungs 
with  the  greatest  difficulty,  the  respiratory  effort  being  prolonged  to  an 
extent  beyond  w  hat  the  doctor  recollects  to  have  ever  before  witnessed. 
The  child  was  extremely  restless,  its  head  w  as  tlnow  n  back  upon  the 
spine,  and  every  moment  strangulation  seemed  imminent.  A  half  ounce 
of  pow  dered  alum  was  directed,  and  one  drachm  of  it  given  to  the  child 
at  intervals  of  twenty  minutes,  until  emesis  was  produced,  which  did  not 
occur  until  after  the  fourtli  dose.  This  was  rather  an  uncommon  occur- 
rence, vomiting  being  genei'ally  produced  by  a  single  dose  of  the  alum  ; 
it  evid(>ntly  indicated  a  torpid  state  of  the  nervous  mass,  the  result  of  the 
great  ciiange  produced  in  the  blood,  in  consequence  of  the  imperfect 
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perforrnance  of  the  respiratory  function.  No  nausea  or  prostration 
followed  the  action  of  the  emetic. 

Eaily  the  next  morning  found  the  child  laboring  under  the  most  dis- 
tressing difficulty  of  respiration ;  the  surface,  and  particularly  the  face, 
lips  and  tongue,  were  of  a  blue  color,  and  nearly  all  the  symptoms  of 
a  state  of  asphyxia  were  present.  Dr.  M.  considered  that  death  was 
inevitable,  l)ut  still,  the  operation  of  tracheotomy,  though  a  forlorn  hope, 
presented  itself  as  the  only  means  of  relief.  This  was  stated  to  the  pa- 
rents, who  consented  that  it  should  be  tried  ;  accordingly,  at  1 1  o'clock, 
the  operation  was  perfornu'd  by  Dr.  Pancoast.  After  laying  bare  the 
trachea,  he  divided  the  secoisd,  third  and  fourth  cartilaginous  rings  ;  im- 
mediately upon  opening  the  trachea,  a  discharge  took  place  of  mucus, 
mixed  with  blood  and  ))()rtions  of  |:)histic  lymph.  In  forty  seconds  the 
child  breathed  with  great  freedom.  Instead  of  inserting  a  tube  in  the 
usual  maimer,  through  the  opening  into  the  trachea,  Dr.  Pancoast  secured 
the  open  state  of  this,  by  cutting  from  the  tiachea  an  elliptical  portion  of 
cartilage,  thus  leaving  an  oval  opening  into  the  tube  somewhat  larger 
than  that  of  the  two  nostrils  ;  while  the  edges  of  the  incision  through 
the  soft  parts  were  kept  asunder  by  a  leaden  wire,  which  passing  around 
the  neck,  had  the  hooked  ends  of  its  two  free  extremities  inserted  on  each 
side  of  the  wound.  The  next  day  the  child  was  up  and  running  about. 
In  a  few  days,  the  edges  of  the  incision  in  the  neck  were  brought  to- 
gether, the  wound  rapidly  healed,  and  the  child,  within  a  surprisingly 
short  period,  recovered  perfectly,  without  a  single  disagreeable  symptom 
occurring. —  Transactions  of  the  College  of  Physicians,  Fhiladeljihia. 
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Etherization  in  Child-birth. — Ha  vine:  alluded,  a  week  or  two  since,  to 
the  publication  of  a  long-expected  work-  by  Dr.  Clianning,  on  the  subject  of 
obviating  the  pains  of  child-birlh,  we  again  resume  the  consideration  of  his 
laborious  researches,  which  promise  to  be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
profession.  If  is  an  eniirelv  new  kind  of  practice,  pulling  at  defiance  some 
of  nature's  indexible  laws,  and  promising  in  a  measure  to  relieve  the  race 
from  what  has  been  considered  a  necessary  and  unavoidable  amount  of 
suflerino,  that  was  realized  at  the  birth  of  the  first-born  of  Eve,  and,  with- 
out udiiL'^ation,  hfis  till  now  been  experit-nced  by  every  mother  among  her 
descendants.  If  Dr.  Channimr  were  not  fannharly  known  to  the  whole 
profession,  it  might  be  proper  to  detail  some  prominent  points  in  regard  to 
liim,  in  order  to  givp  nmre  importance  to  the  volume  which  prompts  to 
these  observations.  Nothino:  of  the  kind,  however,  can  be  necessary  to 
recomnienH  ihe  work,  beyond  sayinq"  that  he  is  and  has  lonn-  been  Profes- 
sor of  Midwifery  and  Medical  Jurisprudence  in  Harvard  University.  The 
book,  a  ha.ndsome  octavo,  containing  400  pages,  is  entitled  "  A  Treatise 
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on  Etherization  in  Child-birth,  illustrated  by  581  Cases.'''  Wiih  a  grateful 
recollection  of  the  friendship  and  instruction  of  Dr.  James  Jnckson,  the 
nulhor  very  appropriately  dedicates  the  treatise  to  his  eminent  instructer. 
He  next  gives  a  plan  of  that  which  follows,  which  is  by  no  means  an  un- 
readable part,  as  prefaces  generally  arc.  To  understand  the  relation  which 
one  event  in  the  series  of  this  new  practice  bears  to  another,  till  it  was  tri- 
umphantly established,  the  reader  should  closely  study  the  first  portion  of 
the  work,  comprising  a  history  of  the  discovery  and  use  of  etherization  in 
medicine  and  surgery.  The  physiolooical  agencies  of  etherization  are 
detailed,  and  abound  in  interest.  Its  productions,  its  conditions,  signs  and 
results,  occupy  65  pages.  It  is  not  necessary  further  to  particularize  the 
heads  of  divisions  in  the  text,  since  the  true  way  of  profiling  by  Dr.  Chan- 
ning's  vast  collection  of  facts,  is  to  sit  down  to  the  perusal  of  each  and 
every  case  introduced.  A  respected  correspondent  has  also  written  of  the 
book  in  the  last  number  of  this  Journal. 

A  revolution  in  surgery  has  certainly  been  effected  through  the  disco- 
very of  anaesthetic  agents.  It  has  also  changed  the  whole  character  of  ob- 
stetric practice.  Parturition  is  divested  of  many  of  its  fearful  forebodings 
and  actual  sufferings,  and  many  of  the  most  difficult  and  trying  cases  may 
be  made  comparatively  safe  to  both  mother  and  child.  In  the  practice  of 
medicine,  too,  what  has  not  etherization  accomplished  ?  A  new  field  for 
exploration  has  been  laid  open,  and  the  physician  may  now  confidently 
hope  that  favorable  results  may  follow  the  administration  of  ether  in  dis- 
eases in  which,  three  months  ago,  it  was  not  even  imagined  to  be  admissi- 
ble. Some  of  the  cases  recorded  at  the  close  of  Dr.  Channing's  book,  pos- 
sess extraordinary  interest,  demonstrating  with  what  safety  and  hope,  even 
in  some  of  the  worst  forms  of  typhus  fever,  we  may  give  both  ether  and 
chloroform. 

Dr.  Channing  has  done  the  profession  great  good  jn  the  timely  produc- 
tion of  this  mass  of  evidence  in  proof  of  the  true  value  of  etherization  in 
midwifery,  as  well  as  in  various  phases  of  human  maladies,  where  it  both 
ameliorates  disease  and  saves  life. 


Cholera  in  Granite  Regions. — Dr.  C.  T.  Jack-son,  of  Boston,  distin- 
guished for  his  scientific  acquirements,  publishes  recently  an  opinion  that 
the  cholera  will  not  fisten  upon  New  England,  or  rather  in  this  section  of 
the  country,  as  the  disease  never  has  been  very  destructive  in  granite  re- 
gions. His  arguments  are  philosophical  ;  yet  it  will  be  recollected  that 
the  disease  once  appeared  here,  and  the  apprehensions  of  its  second  ap- 
pearance, to  an  equal  extent,  at  least,  are  well  grounded.  According  to 
Dr.  Jackson's  views,  in  those  sections  where  linu;  is  found,  the  cholera  has 
invariably  exhibited  its  most  deadly  activity,  and  it  is  in  such  regions  alone 
that  the  greatest  danger  in  this  country  is  to  be  apprehended. 

Although  the  municipal  authorities  seem  to  be  making  sf»me  prepara- 
tion for  the  reception  of  the  pestilence  at  difi^erenl  Atlantic  points,  all  ex- 
perience proves  that  those  defensive  measures,  which  relate  only  to  the 
importation  of  the  disease,  are  utterly  worthless.  Cholera  cnnnol  be  kept 
at  bay,  or  turned  from  its  course.  Neither  does  dieting  in  any  particular 
manner  render  the  individual  less  liable  to  contract  the  diseasf.-,  or  lessen 
its  violence  when  developed,  if  credit  is  to  be  placed  in  the  history  of  this 
remarkable  pestilence.  But  this  circumstance  should  not  operate  to  pre- 
vent public  bodies  and  municipalities  from  abating  nuisances,  and  bettering 
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the  condition  of  ihe  poor  in  those  plague  spots  which  are  foand  in  every 
cilv,  and  town  of  magnitude,  in  which  a  certain  class  of  people  invariably 
establish  themselves. 


Relative  BensUier,  of  the  Fopidation  in  London,  Edinhurgk  and  Boston. 
— It  is  usually  reckoned  that,  of  English  towns,  Liverpool  is  the  most 
densely  crowded,  and  much  of  the  high  mortality  there  has  been  justly 
considered  as  being  greatly  dependent  on  this  cause.  From  Dr.  Duncan's 
excellent  reports  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  Liverpool,  we  learn  that,  in 
E.xchange  and  Castle  Wards,  where  the  population  is  most  dense,  there 
are,  on  the  average,  seventeen  square  yards  to  every  soul  of  the  population. 
But  what  will  be  thought  of  the  density  of  the  population  in  the  Old  Town 
of  Edinburgh,  when  it  is  mentioned  that,  in  the  Tron  Church  parish,  there 
are  only  eleven  square  yards  to  every  individual  of  its  population  ;  while, 
in  the  New  North,  and  several  adjacent  parishes,  the  average  allowance 
does  not  exceed  fifteen  square  yards  per  soul.  Compare  this  with  London, 
and  what  an  advantage  does  not  the  low  population  there  possess  over  that 
resident  in  Edinburgh  !  From  Mr.  Farr's  letter  to  the  registrar-general, 
we  learn  that,  in  the  ten  most  unhealthy  and  crowded  districts  of  London, 
there  is  no  less  than  an  average  of  thirty-two  square  yards  to  each  indi- 
vidual of  the  population,  or  just  three  times  as  much  as  each  individual  in 
the  Tron  Church  parish,  in  Edinburgh,  enjoys.  No  wonder,  then,  that 
London,  notwithstanding  its  immense  size,  should  be  the  most  healthy 
town  in  England." 

The  above  is  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Stark,  in  the  London  Journal  of  Pub- 
lic Health.  It  appears,  by  Mr.  Shattuck's  Census  of  Boston,  that  there 
is  a  section  in  this  city  which  even  exceeds  in  density  of  population  the 
worst  portions  of  the  old  town  of  Edinburgh.  This  section  is  inhabit- 
ed by  foreigners,  mostly  Irish,  whole  families  living  in  cellars  and  attics, 
and  often  several  in  a  single  room.    Mr.  Shattuck  says  — 

"  The  density  of  a  population  is  a  matter  deserving  consideration.  This 
section  (comprising  the  first  9  wards  of  the  city),  including  all  streets, 
wharves,  &c.,  may  be  estimated  to  have  containefl,  in  1790,  one  inhabitant 
to  161  square  yards  ;  in  1S40  it  contained  one  in  39;  and  in  1845,  one  in 
34.  A  section  between  Beacon,  Charles,  Pinckney  and  Belknap  streets, 
contains  about  one  in  48  square  yards,  A  section  in  Ward  8,  bounded  by 
Hamilton  street,  liumphrey  place,  Oliver.  Batterymarch,  and  Broad  streets, 
and  Washington  Square,  contained  3,131  inhabitants,  or  one  to  every  seven 
square  yards.  In  this  section,  each  of  the  dwelling  houses,  many  of  which 
had  within  them  stores,  shops,  and  places,  where  fruits,  vegetables,  refresh- 
ments, &c.,  were  sold,  contained  on  an  average  37  persons  I  A  more 
densely  populated  locality  is  scarcely  to  be  found  in  any  country." 

This  subject  is  one  of  no  slight  importance,  now  thai  the  cholera  is 
threateninii'  us  with  an  attacl:  ;  and  it  is  doubtful  wdiether  our  city  authori- 
ties could  adopt  any  preventive  measures  that  would  promise  more  utility 
than  remedying,  as  far  as  in  their  power,  this  excessive  crowding  together 
of  our  foreign  population. 


Gutta  Percha  for  Splints  and  otJier  purposes. — Beautiful  articles  for  the 
management  of  fractures,  may  be  manufactured  from  the  gutta  percha. 
No  matter  what  shape  or  angles  are  required — by  simply  dipping  the 
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splints  into  warnn  water,  they  can  be  instantly  moulded  to  the  place,  the 
shape  of  which  they  permanently  retain  on  cooling,  till  again  .softened 
by  a  repetition  of  the  same  process.  For  a  trifle,  surgeons  may  provide 
themselves  with  short  and  long  sirips,  to  be  used  as  the  circumstances  of 
practice  may  demand.  From  present  appearances,  this  valuable  discovery 
will,  in  many  instances,  take  the  place  of  the  common  fracture  apparatus. 

For  water  pipes  in  houses,  the  gutta  percha  is  a  beautiful  article.  Such 
pipes  may  be  threaded  between  floors  and  ceilings,  like  a  cord — and  how- 
ever lono:  the  water  may  be  retained  in  them,  it  is  not  injured  as  in  leaden 
tubes.  Mr,  Charles  Stodder,  No.  75  Kilby  street,  in  this  city,  furnishes 
all  sizes  of  tubes,  and  it  strikes  us  that  they  are  destined  to  be  used  exten- 
sively in  domestic  economy. 


Iowa  Medical  College. — On  the  first  Monday  of  December,  the  first  lee- 
tures  of  a  newly-created  school  of  medicine,  in  a  region  which  was  in  the 
undisputed  possession  of  the  Sioux  Indians  but  a  few  years  ago,  will  com- 
mence. All  the  machinery  necessary  to  the  perfect  organization  of  a  Uni- 
versity having  been  put  in  motion,  the  medical  department,  established  at 
Iowa  City,  is  ready  for  the  arrival  of  students.  But  this  rapid  multiplica- 
tion of  medical  schools  should  be  deplored,  as  it  doubtless  is,  by  the  true 
friends  of  medical  science. 


Dorsal-Abdominal  Siipporter. —  Mr.  Phelps,  the  surgical  instrument 
manufacturer,  opposite  the  Tremont  House,  in  Boston,  has  taken  out  a  pa- 
tent for  a  beautiful  article  which  he  calls  the  dorml-abdominal  supporter., 
which  contains  all  the  desirable  elements  of  a  curing  instrument  in  the 
affections  -for  which  it  is  designed,  if  such  a  desideratum  is  ever  obtained 
by  mechanism.  The  present  application  of  some  old  and  some  new  prin- 
ciples, is  as  interesting  to  physicians  as  to  patients — the  intrinsic  value  of 
which  many  already  appreciate.  A  description,  accompanied  by  an  engrav- 
ing, will  be  given  in  the  Journal  at  a  convenient  time. 


Vermont  Asylum  for  the  Insane. — The  twelfth  annual  report  of  the 
condition  of  this  institution,  now  being  distributed,  must  be  quite  satisfac- 
tory to  the  people  of  Vermont.  The  income  not  only  exceeds  the  out-^o, 
but,  in  all  other  respects,  the  philanthropic  objects  contemplated  by  the 
legislature,  are  fully  realized,  and  the  wretched  are  made  as  comfortable 
as  could  be  desired.  Last  year  the  expenses  were  $30,975  93  ;  and  the 
receipts,  for  the  board  of  patients  alone,  $31,295  84.  This,  therefore,  is 
an  economical  asylum.  Having  often  referred  with  pleasure  to  the  suc- 
cess and  reputation  of  this  asylum,  we  are  hap])y  to  know,  by  ofiicial  docu- 
ments, of  its  progress  and  continued  usefulness. 


Orthopedic  Surgery.  —  A  beautifully  printed  (juarlo,  of  200  )v;;^'es,  was 
received  last  week  from  Paris,  entitled,  Rapport  addresse  a  Monsieur  le 
Delegu^  du  gouvernement  provisoire  sur  les  Traitements  Ortho]iediques 
de  M.  !e  Docteur  Jules  Guerin,  a  I'Hopital  des  Erifants,  pendant  les  annees 
1843,  1844  et  1845.  Par  une  comission  composee  de  MM.  Blandin,  P.  Du- 
bois, Johert,  Louis,  Rnyer  et  Serras.  President,  AI.  Orfila."  Many  minute 
and  apparently  unnecessarily  extended  reports  of  cases  aid  in  making  up 
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this  large  book.  Still,  to  those  studying  that  branch  of  surgery,  this  must 
be  a  welcome  work.  An  extract  from  the  Report,  on  a  separate  sheet,  was 
also  sent,  with  a  request  from  Dr.  Guerin  that  it  be  inserted  in  the  Journal. 
We  shall  endeavor  to  comply  with  his  request. 


Massac?nisctJs  Eye  and  Ear  Infirmarij. — Drs.  Edward  Reynolds,  R. 
W.  Hooper,  and  George  A.  Bethune,  have  been  re-elected  surgeons.  A 
lot  of  land  containing  24,000  feel,  on  Charles  street,  near  the  bridge,  has 
been  purchased  as  a  site  for  a  new  edifice,  to  be  erected  early  in  the  ensu- 
ing season.  The  front  of  the  buildinir  will  be  67  feet,  with  wings  of 
twenty-five  feet  each,  making  in  all  117  feet  on  tlie  street.  The  present 
building  is  found  to  be  inatli^quate  to  the  purpose  of  an  infirmary  ;  and  the 
managers,  by  the  liberality  o,  the  Stale  and  the  aid  of  private  individuals, 
are  prepared  to  erect  a  building  suitable  to  the  object. 


Copland's,  Dictionary. — We  perceive,  by  late  English  Journals,  that  Part 
13  of  this  work  has  just  been  published — reaching,  in  alphabetical  order, 
as  far  as  Rabi'^s,  and  making  three  fourths,  it  is  supposed,  of  the  whole 
Dictionary.  The  Part  just  published  comprises  extended  articles  on  Puer- 
peral Diseases  and  Puerperal  Fevers — the  latter  of  which  the  author  fully 
believes  to  be  contagious.  The  subject  of  the  Pulse  is  also  duly  considered, 
and  an  article  on  Polluiion  presents  this  subject  in  a  proper  light  to  the 
profession.  It  is  well  known  that  Dr.  Copland  himself  prepares  the  larger 
part  of  the  matter  for  the  Dictionary,  and  it  is  not  therefore  wonderful,  al- 
though it  is  to  some  most  provoking,  that  so  many  years  should  be  required 
for  its  completion. 


National  Honors  to  Medical  Men  in  France. — The  Moniteur  contains 
the  names  of  twenty-two  surgeons  of  the  National  Guard  of  Paris  and 
the  environs,  who,  in  recompense  of  their  services  in  the  June  insurrection, 
have  received  the  Cross  of  the  Legion  of  Honor.  Three  have  been  raised 
to  the  rank  of  officers  of  the  Legion,  the  rest  are  knights.  Two  oiher 
medical  men  have  obtained  the  same  distinction,  for  having  fought  bravely 
in  the  ranks  of  the  National  Guard. — London  Lancet. 


Ledoyen's  Fluid  in  tlie  Sick  Room. — Mr.  Editoii  :  Tlie  fnllovvinor  is  nn  extrart  from 
a  letter  received  fntn)  the  wife  of  an  eniinenl  physician  enj^a;;od  in  an  extensive  practice 
in  Barnstable,  Mass  ,  hut  who  has  lately  heen  sicl<  with  the  dysentery.  It  was  addressed 
to  a  lady  in  this  city,  and  is  dated  0(;t.  I!),  1848.  It  is  hut  one  of  a  larire  nnmher  of 
sitnilai'  lettr-rs.  Yours  with  respec:,  T.  11.  Hawley. 

Boston,  Oct.  ?,\,  1848. 

"  Say  to  Mr.  Ilawley,  when  the  Doctor  is  better  hn  will  he  able  to  speak  very  favor- 
ably of  his  Di-iinleetiii^  Fluid.  It  has  been  of  incalculable  benefit  to  us.  You  can 
iinaffirie  what  the  eflliivia  of  :i  room  tnust  be  when  the  patient  is  alllicted  with  the  dysen- 
tery—  but  by  the  use  of  the  Huid,  the  air  was  as  pure  as  in  any  rootn  in  the  house,  and 
was  remarked  Ijy  visitors." 


Thic  (^Hor.F.RA. — Hy  the  latest  arrivals  from  Kiiropo,  which  brini^  dates  from  London 
to  the  QOlh  of  ()ctol»er,  it  appears  that  the  cholera  lias  not  advanced  in  (Jreiit  Britain 
witli  the  rapid  strides  which  havti  characterized  its  appearance  in  inany  cities  on  the 
Contiiient,    We  have  condensed  the  returns  from  various  places,  and  here  give  them. 
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In  London,  fliere  wpre  f!)iM-  on<e-^  of  oliolera  reported  on  I\li)nd;iy  (IGtli),  and  elevfiri 
on  Tuesday,  making  fifleen  cases  in  addition  to  those  reported  by  tlie  llegistrar-Generul 
up  to  Salnrday. 

In  Sunderland,  anolher  case  of  cholera  w:i.s  rcporied  on  Tuesday  to  the  Cnstotns  by 
the  fnedical  slafl"  appointed  to  inrpiiro  into  tlie  character  and  deallis  on  board  of  vessels 
in  this  port.  In  lvliid)urirh,  l>''iiii  and  Newhaven,  it  is  <Mlculaled  that,  since  the 
choh-ra  first  broke  out,  the  lot.il  rriiriber  of  c  i-!i!S  th  it  liav(i  appeared  will  amount  to  up- 
wards of  a  huiHired,  and  the  number  of  deaths  to  about  seventy.  In  Birniin'^hain,  a 
case  of  decided  Asiatic  cholfMa  is  said  to  have  occurr^'d  on  the  loth.  Since  Thursday, 
thi^re  have  occurred  in  Mull  nine  cases  of  cholera,  seven  of  which  have  proved  fatal. 
Of  these  seven,  two  liave  occurred  on  bond  of  vt-sscl-;  lyin;;  at  the  poit,  the  remaining 
five  in  the  town.  Up  to  Thmsdav  last  there  had  been  rio  deaih  from  Asiatic  cholerii 
in  the  town,  the  disease  liav iti^',  until  that  day,  been  (jon fined  to  the  vessels  visiting  the 
port . 

Prussia. —  A  letter  from  Berlin,  of  i:]|h  instant,  says — TIk;  cholera  report  at 
this  place,  allhr)unh  showing  a  steady  drain  on  the  po[)iilation,  averaging  fiom  twenty- 
five  to  thirty  cases  <]aily.  is  less  alarming  ihati  it  was  ;  but  at  Konigsberg  the  disease  is 
makiiiii' great  ravages,  and  tlu;  cases,  all  of  a  most  malignant  character,  amount  to  n  inety 
or  a  luindred  per  day.  Here  the  malady  continues  to  attach  itself  to  the  lujiriid  and  ill- 
ventilated  portions  of  the  tovvn. 

Amsterdam. — Letters  from  this  city,  dated  Oct.  13th,  state  tliat  several  cases  of  Asiatic 
cholera  liave  been  detdarcd  in  that  city,  some  of  which  have  terminated  fitally.  At 
l^onigsberg  (Prussia)  the  disease  is  raaing  fearfully,  and  up  to  the  lOtli  instant  7:20  per- 
sons liad  been  attacked,  of  whom  2'5(i  succomberj,  luid  only  I  1'^  were  cmed. 

Qimraiitl/ie — Tlie  Hrilish  (iov(u-nment  has  resolved,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
Board  of  lit.alth,  to  do  away  wilii  the  idle  precaution  of  six  days'  (juarantine,  inflicted 
on  vesstds  from  continental  ports  suspected  of  cholera. 

Fortunately,  the  chtdera  has  taken  upon  itself  to  givo  iis  proofs  of  its  non-contagioiis- 
ness  ;  but  admitting  the  dociriiie  of  contagion  to  the  utmost,  liow  foolish  and  unfair 
would  it  be  to  persist  in  sending  to  a  quarantine  ground  vessids  fioin  f>reign  parts  that 
are  merely  suspected,  whilst  ships  from  onr  own  ports,  where  choh^ra  has  manifested 
itself,  are  not  interfered  with.  Tlie  Koyal  Board  of  'frade  at  Stockholm,  under  date 
the  6th  ult  ,  has  *leclared  the  port  of  lJull  infected  with  tiie  cholera,  iiiid  all  other  [lorts 
in  Knglaiid  and  Wales  suspected. 

The  quarantine  of  7  and  14  days  lately  imposed  at  Naples,  im  vessels  fronri  Palermo 
and  Malta,  and  whi(di  was  snspe<  ted  t(»  have  had  only  a  political  object,  has  been  re- 
moved in  consequence  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  British  Admiral. 

A  n  order  has  been  introduced  into  the  (common  Council  of  Boston ,  requesting  the  Con- 
snlting  Physicians  to  arivise  the  citizens  in  regard  to  picqjer  measures,  should  iho 
Asiatic  cltolera  appear  in  ttie  city. 

The  (Councils  of  Washington  city  adopted  re.solutions,  on  Friday  evening  of  last 
week  (^^Otli  ult  ),  requesting  the  Board  of  Health  to  give  general  instructions  on  the  sub- 
ject, iind  to  see  that  every ihing  prop<>r  was  done  ;  also  appointing  a  special  committee 
to  act  in  concert  with  the  |]oaid  of  lleailh. 

By  those  who  liave  been  interested  in  the  subject,  it  vvill  be  remembered  tlial  fronti 
FiUgland  the  cholera  passed  to  Pari.s,  and  soon  after  entered  tliis  country  by  the  way  of 
Canada  ;  and  all  this  within  a  few  munths. 


Ill  the  critique  upon  this  Journal  in  the  last  iiuinl)er  of  the  New  York  Annalist,  the  editor  or  his 
correspondent  sliould  have  mentioned,  that  tlie  anonymous  letter  from  New  York,  to  which  they 
refer,  was  not  inserted  in  the  usual  way  of  communications,  but  was  expressly  stated  to  be  anony- 
mous and  therefore  not  carrying  with  it  any  endorsement  or  recommendation  from  us. 


Marriki), — f)r.  Wni.  Witter,  of  Willimaiitic,  Conn.,  to  Miss  C.  Barrows. — At  Columbi  > 
Pemi.,  Dr.  W.  R.  McCorkle  to  Miss  E.  Heiie.  In  Boston,  Jabez  B.  Upham,  M.D.,  to  Miss  C- 
C.  Bell. 


Report  of  D.-'<xtJi.s-  m  Boston— Cor  the  week  ending  Nov.  4.  59.— iMales,  28— females,  31— Still- 
born, .5.  Of  consmnplion.  1.5 — typhus  fever,  I — scarlet  fever,  4 — dysentery,  4 — diarrha^a,  2  — 
teclliiiig,  3 — iafanlile,  G — paraTysis,  1 — old  ag;?,  1 — inarasmas.  3 — !)roiicliills,  1 — hooping  cough, 
1 — convulsions,  3 — measles,  I — diabetes,  1 — disease  of  tlu>  liver,  1 — suicide,  1 — rheumatism,  1  — 
dropsv,  I — drojisy  on  the  brain,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  I — scrolbla,  1 — jaundice,  1 — child-bed,  1, 

Under  o  years,  23 — between  5  and  2lJ  years.  5 — between  20  and  4U  years,  19 — between  40 
and  iJO  years,  5 — over  GC  years.  7. 


MEDICAL  JOUuNAL  ADVERTISING  SHEET. 


DR.  MORHIISAD'S  IMPROVED  GRADUATED  MAG-INiBTiO  MACHINES. 
Tins  heiauiirni  and  scientific  iiisiruiiienl  c.unihiiu's  impurianl  M(lvanl;i,'j;es  ever  till  odier  inventions  of 
(he  kind,  :i!i(J  has  lieeii  univer.sally  adopted  l)y  tlie  Mkdical  Pkofessidn,  as  being  the  most  jieiiect 
and  t'lli  ciiial  .Magnetic  Maciiiiie  thai  li.as  ever  heen  iiiveiiled.  1 1  is  entirely  siiii p le  in  construction, 
and  ilii'ielore  nm  iiali'.e  to  act  out  of  order,  or  become  deranged  in  any  manner.  It.  admits  oC  the 
most  ])erlect  control,  and  can  bo  c;it\nuATiiD  lo  any  jjower— adapted  for  an  infant,  or  sutiicieiit  for 
the  siion.'je-i  adult  — at  the  ideasnre  ol  llie  opeiaior.  Tims,  in  a  neat  and  portable  romi)ass,  an  am- 
ple and  iiiilailMn;  su|)p)y  of  the  lile  <iivinf;  iiil!ii<  ii<  e  tif  Elect i  o-I\la u net  ism  msiy  be  inslHiiily  obtained. 
The  m;iiineiic  power  is  iniidiicd  in  a  coniinii,  -  oiannei',  ami  with  no  iin pleasniit  sensation  lo  the 
jni.si  dcSicaie  paiieiit.  It  ic(|iiires  no  assistant  in  its  tise,  and  is  in  evcr\  resi'.eci  entiiely  haimless. 
Tlie  wlinic  machine  is  so  simple  aiid  jierlect,  that  it  can  be  ii.vcd  iind  n ndersi ood  by  a  child. 

Uir.  .\;,>;m;i1i; \i)'t;  \a\i.  vic  M\ciiiM;s  have  been  used  by  the  most  distinj;iiislied  ol  the  Profes- 
sion wiih  e.\ti  tuiidinar',  success  in  all  cases  of  Kiieiimatism,  acme  or  chronic,  ap))l3iii<!  to  tlie  head, 
face  or  liiiibs,  Gont,  'fi(--])(iiiloi!renN,  Ni^  voiis  and  J^ick  Ilead;iehe,  Paralysis  or  I'alsy,  f",pil<'piic  I''iis, 
Convulsions,  l>\spepsia,  Uroiicliilis.  paipiiai  ioii  ol  llie  Peati,  Sjinial  ami  Hip  Comii  la  in !  s.  r^llli■^^^s 
of  the  .l.dnis,  Liiiiib,i;;(),  Neinafiiia.  Neivoiis  'ru-niois,  Ccm  ral  DebiliiN  or  lv\ liaiisi ion,  I)elicienc\  of 
Nervous  and  PliNsica!  fhieii;)',  and  all  iVervoiis  Disoi'ders  or  (Jomplainis  arisinjj  Irom  !i  der!ini;ed 
(Stale  of  I  lie  Nervdus  Sv  >,ie!ii.  u  prfr<'nliv(:  of  Apo|ile\\  the  Machine  is  contidently  reconimend- 
cd,  and  in  (he  most  coniirmed  ea.-es  ol  ScKdnla.  I)ro])s> ,  \ si jieNs,  Dealness,  (jnrvature  ot  ilie 
Spine,  and  all  similar  complaints,  its  eHects  are  <  (inall\  >m'cesslnl. 

Eiudi  Machine  is  coiivi  iiieni  ly  ariaiiiU'd  with  the  liattei  y  and  all  neressiiry  appliances,  ymt  up  in 
neat  ualiiiii  cases.  Accomjianyintc  each  is  a  new  Alaniiai,  containing  lull  and  simple  diieclions  for 
its  list!  and  apjilicat  ion  in  tlie  various  diseases  in  w  hich  it  is  recom mended. 

TO'  I'iiee  of  the  LMachiiies,  Tuici.vi';  I)ui,i,aus  each,  complete  in  every  respect.  They  can  be 
safely  sent  to  any  p;irt  (d  the  world,  and  each  insitinneni  is  v\airanted. 

iMaiiulactiired  and  sold,  wholesale  and  retail,  by   \).  C.  MoitEiJEAD,  M.D.  182  Broadway,  New  York. 

I'ltOM    1)1!.    n<)I,l,!CK,  TllK  C  10  L    It  [I  \  T  i;  O   AIITIIOR,   MiCTURER,   AND  PR  ACTITI O  N    R  . 

Neii^  York,  Oct.  li-7//,  lyiS.  Dear  Sir  :  — In  comiiliance  with  j  our  request ,  to  "  slate  cnndirlly 
my  opinion  of  \onr  (;:adiiaied  Maanetic  .Machines,"  it  afl^irds  me  pleasure  to  say,  that  I  hifjhly  ap- 
prove ol  their  siiiijd  city  ai:d  cmivenience,  iind  that,  alter  numerous  trials  ol  tin  se  nianulact iired  by 
others,  I  have  been  iiHinced  to  .idopt  voiirs  in  my  practice,  and  to  recommend  them  to  tho.se  who 
consult  me  on  the  subject.  I  find  your  machines  to  be  iiertect  in  niiiny  little  matters  in  which 
others  are  deficient,  and  I  have  to  commend  the  in<;enuity  which  ynu  exhibit  in  the  arrangement  of 
the  instriimeiii,  w  hich  renders  it  very  portable, and  at  the  same  time  exceediiifiiy  powerful.  I  should 
also  state  that  I  have  never  found  the  least  trouble  in  keeping-  vour  instruments  in  perfect  order,  and 
the  simplicity  of  their  copstrnction  is  such,  that  I  should  sujipose  no  person  would  find  any  difficul- 
ty in  this  respect.  This  is  not  the  case  with  other  instri/7nent/},  many  of  n-hich  are  complex  in 
their  construction,  and  therefore  liable  to  dera7ii(ement.  In  a  few  words,  I  consider  the  general 
excellence  of  your  Magnetic  Machines  worthy  of  commendation,  and  believing  ihal  they  are  of  high 
remedial  value,  yqu  are  fi-ee  to  use  my  name  tmd  influence,  if  it  can  be  of  service. 

FROM  DR.   CHARLES  A.   LEE,  EDITOH  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE,  TKOFESSOR  OF 
MATERIA   iMEDICA    IN   GENEVA   CO  L  L  EG  E  ,  C. 

D.  C.  Morehead,  M.D.  Dear  Sir  :  — 1  have  employed  y our  Improved  Graduated  Magnetic  Ma- 
chines, for  the  last  year,  in  my  practice,  and  have  found  them  su|)erior  to  any  with  which  I  have 
heretofore  been  ac<iuainted.  I'hey  appear  to  me  lo  combine  all  the  advantages  desired  in  such  all 
instrument,  and  I  accordingly  recommend  them  to  the  prolessimi.         Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D. 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  Geneva  College. 

Orders  should  be  addressed  lo  T).  C.  MOREHEAU,  M.D.,  182  Broadway,  New  York. 

For  sale  in  Boston  by  Mrs.  E.  Kiddek,  100  Court  Street. 

TO  PHYSICIANS. 

The  subscribers  are  constantly  snpjilied  with  a  selection  of  p?/re  mfrf/cmes  for  prescriptions  and 
the  use  of  families,  which  the.y  will  dispense  with  accuracy  to  all  who  may  favor  them  with  their 
patronage.  Just  received,  a  lot  of  pure  Extract  T.iraxaci,  prepartul  by  a  new  and  peculiar  process. 
Also  a  siiiall  lot  of  E\.t.  Biichu,  and  Fareira  Prava,  and  all  other  articles  in  common  use,  fresh  from 
the  maniifaci iirer. 

[0=A  constant  supply  of  Pure  Chloroform  and  Sulphuric  Ether,  for  sale  as  above. 

Wl'UTE  &  FERGUSON.  ^i'»r;c/'.s,9o?s Charles  White, 
Dec.  1')— iyr.  318  Washington  si.,  cor.  Hayward  pi.  Boston. 


DR.  LEWIS  will  -mend  to  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  from  9  to  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  every  Tuesdaj ,  Thurs- 
day and  Saturday.  Novl7— If 

TO  PHYSICIANS. 

A  A-oi'\a  iilivsicinn  now  practising  in  New  Yorl;  City,  wishes  to  associate  himself  with  an  elderly  ami 
well-cstMPIislied  ))ractitioi;rr,  in  some  i;rov,  iiig  co'nitr\-  villa.ge  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Boston,  Ms.  The  ad- 
vertiser has  iieen  live  yerirs  in  practice,  during  which  time  be  has  been  cov.nected  with  some  of  the 
tirst  hospitals  in  tlu'  cruintry.  After  time  he  we'dd  pmchase  the  senior  ])li> sician's  real  estate,  if  he 
wished  to  dispose  of  it,  at  a  fair  valuation.    For  ii.ii  ticiiiais,  imiiiire  at  this  ofhce.       Sep.  20 — eoptf. 


A  FHYSICIi^,W, 

Pleasantly  located  in  a  small  village  3G  miles  west  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  Utica  ami  Scbeiiectiidy  Railroad,  wishing  to  retire  from  practice,  would  he  glad  to  dispose  of 
Ills  house,  1(1,  (iiitbiiildings,  (Vc.  to  a  well-q nalilied  practitioner.  Particulars  may  be  learned  at  the 
ollice  (if  this  .h.untal,  or  by  writi.  g  to  Dr.  .1.  Myers,  Tribes  Hill,  Montgomery  Co.,  N.  Y.      Cell — (it 


A  PKYSICTAN, 

Plevsantly  located  in  a  town  about  six  miles  Irom  Exeter,  N.  II.,  w'i^hing  to  retire  from  practice, 
woiihl  be  iilad  to(lisp!)>e  of  his  house,  land  (about  t h ree  acre  ),  out bui Idiiigs,  <fcc.,  t o  a  well  qualified 
practitimier.  Practice  worth  frtuii  ten  to  iwelve  bundled  dollars.  Particulars  may  be  learned  on 
application  to  Drs.  Perry  ami  Gorham  of  Exeter,  iN.H.,  (u-  Dr.  B.  T.  Prescott,  o|  Bo.ston,  Muss.  All 
letters  posl-jiaid.  Oct  25—11' 
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BILIOUS  fp:veii  districts  of  country  at  the  south. 

BY  TOMLINSON  FORT,  M.D.,  OF  MILLEDGEVJLLE,  GA, 

From  the  earliest  times,  the  term  sickly  country  \\^s  been  applied  to  places 
subject  to  the  various  forms  of  bilious  fever.  Dr.  Watson,  in  his  sum- 
mary of  the  opinions  of  enlightened  travellers  of  the  present  day,  says  that 
the  inhabitants  of  such  countries  are  represented  as  being  "  puny,  sallow 
and  sickly  ;  feeble  in  body  and  spiritless  in  mind  ;  having  yellow  faces, 
swelled  belhes,  and  wasted  limbs;  subject  to  dropsies  and  fluxes  ;  phleg- 
matic, melancholy  and  short  lived."  This  picture  is  drawn  from  the 
most  unhealthy  regions,  but  it  must  be  acknowledged  we  have  many 
places  whose  inhabitants  exhibit  too  many  of  the  symptoms  described. 
Every  one  will  acknowledge  the  importance  of  avoiding  evils  so  appalling. 

Sicily  was  considered  by  the  Greeks  an  unhealthy  country,  and  one 
of  their  writers  adds,  that  the  most  sickly  parts  were  those  in  which  the 
wells  were  shallowest.  This  remark  holds  tiue  within  the  compass  of 
my  observation,  with  but  few  exceptions.  The  islands  of  our  coast 
which  are  composed  of  sea  sand,  and  have  on  them  only  the  water  which 
falls  in  rain,  are  healthy,  though  the  wells  are  very  shallow.  But  there 
are  exceptions  to  the  healthfulness  of  the  islands  of  our  sea  coast.  Those 
of  South  Carolina  are  considered  very  unhealthy.  The  cause  of  this 
has  not  been  well  ascertained.  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  stratum  of  marl 
or  clay  will  be  found,  at  a  greater  or  less  depth,  below  the  surface  of 
these  sickly  islands.  This  is  the  common  cause  of  the  unhealthiness  of 
similar  localities. 

The  formation  of  peat  is  hindered  in  southern  latitudes  by  the  extremes 
of  heat  and  drought.  It  never  occurs  in  places  sometimes  overflown  and 
at  other  times  dry.  The  presence  of  peaty  earth  proves  the  absence  of 
putrefaction.  The  great  Dismal  Swamp,  at  the  South  of  the  Chesapeake 
Bay,  has  been  often  referred  to,  as  the  most  extensive  and  healthy  re- 
gion of  peat  in  the  South.  I  know  thousands  of  acres  of  similar  lands 
located  in  our  snndy  pine  woods,  which  have  proved  equally  innocent, 
But  I  have  witnessed  the  clearing  of  some  of  the  lands,  around  the 
streams  furnishing  these  peat  mosses,  and  the  consequent  frequent  over- 
flow of  them  by  muddy  water  and  sand,  and  finally  a  change  in  the 
people  of  the  neighborhood  from  health  to  sickness. 

But  we  will  return  to  the  general  fact,  that  very  shallow  wells  indicate 
16 
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a  very  sickly  country.  To  this  I  know  no  exceptions,  except  such  as 
have  been  mentioned.  The  sea  coasts  of  the  Carolinas  and  Georgia, 
give  extensive  exemplifications.  The  soil  of  this  whole  region  is  sandy, 
but  is,  I  believe,  universally  underlaid  by  a  stratum  of  alluvial  clay,  suffi- 
ciently compact  to  hold  water.  In  many  places  this  clay  is  exposed, 
furnishing  the  rice  lands  of  this  extensive  district. 

Leaving  the  sea  coast  and  penetrating  the  country  thirty  or  forty  miles, 
the  sand  hills  rise,  the  wells  get  deeper,  and  the  people  have  another  and 
higher  grade  of  health.  This  region  is.  in  Georgia,  fifty  miles  or  more 
in  breadth,  and  is  an  exceedingly  healthy  country.  It  is,  unfortunately, 
unproductive,  and  thinly  inhabited,  and  will  so  remain,  till  skill  in  culti- 
vating this  interesting  section  shall  develop  its  capacity  to  sustain  a  dense 
population. 

Ascendins:  the  streams,  we  next  meet  with  that  remarkable  rei^ion, 
called,  in  Georgia,  the  rotten  limestone.  From  the  sea  coast  of  New 
\ork,  it  extends,  gradually  winding  and  I'ising  in  elevation  above  the  sea, 
till  in  Georgia  it  has  become  nearly  two  hundred  feet  above  the  tide, 
increasing  in  breadth  and  elevation  as  it  progresses  south  and  west. 
This  whole  region  is  considered  unhealthy.  Many  paits  of  it  have  hi^h 
hills  and  deep  wells,  and  are  healthier  than  other  places  in  the  same 
region,  but  there  is  no  warrant  for  the  enjoyment  of  health  and  exten- 
sion of  life  in  such  a  region. 

The  composition  and  structure  of  this  extensive,  fertile  and  sickly  re- 
gion, is  such  that  the  streams  through  it  are  very  level,  their  valleys 
subject  to  overflow,  and  in  many  places  lime  sinks,  developing  large 
streams  of  water  under  ground,  running  to  some  larger  neighboring 
stream.  The  surface  of  the  country  is  sandy,  and  in  some  i)laces  ele- 
vated into  hills ;  but  a  substratum  of  clay  or  marl  at  various  depths 
from  the  surface,  detains  the  rain  water  which  flows  perpetually  frciu  the 
sides  or  bottoms  of  the  hills.  The  water  of  these  springs  is  ofivnsive 
to  the  taste,  and  in  some  places  has  tlie  smell  of  stale  animal  matter. 
This  putrid  smell  is  probably  derived  from  the  beds  of  niarine  shells 
tlirough  which  this  clear  water  has  passed.  The  whole  arrangement 
and  composition  of  the  earth  in  this  region  favors  dampness,  and  pro- 
duces the  sickliness  so  generally  feared. 

Proceeding  up  the  rivers  we  next  come  to  a  range  of  elevated  and 
well-drained  pine  woods,  free  liom  marl,  though  abounding  in  porcelain 
clay.  This  clay,  in  greater  or  less  purity,  is  seen  in  the  banks  of  streanis, 
the  bottoms  of  ponds,  or  on  the  tops  of  hills.  It  seems  to  be  a  transition 
from  the  granitic  to  the  rotten  limestone  region  ;  and  is  as  healthy  as 
any  part  of  the  country.  It  extends  from  Augusta  to  Milledgevillo.  and 
onward  as  far  as  I  have  examined,  and  is  from  five  to  ten  miles  in  width. 
This  refjion  is  comparatively  poor,  but  under  all  circumstances  more  free 
from  bilious  fever  than  the  country  above  or  below  it.  Mill  })onds,  or 
natural  ponds,  in  the  elevated  plains,  are  harmless  under  any  degree  of 
damp  or  drought.  This  region  is  thinly  inhabited,  by  a  po[)ulation  who 
live,  from  generation  to  generation,  without  experiencing  bilious  or  inter- 
mittent fevers. 
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We  next  come  to  the  great  primitive  formation  east  of  llie  Allegha- 
nies.  It  is  a  granite  region,  tliougli  infinitely  diveisideci  in  a{)pearance. 
Tlie  country  is  rolling  and  well  drained,  and  when  cleaied  and  brought 
into  tillaije  by  the  planter,  very  healthy.  Tliis  countiy,  extending  fiom 
the  tops  of  the  mountains  to  the  last  granite  falls  in  the  ii\ers,  is  the 
strength  and  the  pride  of  the  South.  From  Virginia  to  Georgia  it 
covers  about  one  half  of  the  country  east  of  the  mountains,  and  is  jiro- 
bably  not  excelled,  in  climate  and  situation,  })y  any  part  of  the  earth.  ]t 
has  no  limestone,  but  clay,  and  all  the  elements  of  granite  conibined  in  a 
thousand  ways,  ensure  a  fair  a>i)ount  of  fertility.  But  these  elements 
and  their  vegetable  products,  give  rise,  under  certain  circumstances,  to 
bilious  fever.  Mill  ponds,  badly  drained  valleys,  oozy  and  damp  hill 
sides,  and  probably  many  ill-diained  but  cultivated  fields,  prove  fruitful 
sources  of  disease.  In  all  this  region  there  is  great  difierence  in  the 
healthfulness  of  neighboring  places  ;  but  it  will  generally  hold  good,  that 
places  well  drained  and  sufficiently  renioved  from  ponds  or  similar  nui- 
sances, will  be  healthy. 

But  experience  has  shown  that  a  residence  near  our  great  streams  or 
wide  overflowing  bottoms,  in  our  primitive  region,  is  unhealthy.  In  this 
region  mill  ponds  are  fearful  nuisances.  These  causei:  are  worst  where 
the  country  has  been  but  lately  brought  into  cultivation.  They  diminish 
as  the  country  grows  older.  Tiie  overflowing  of  river  lands,  and  their 
subsequent  drying  in  hot  weather,  has  been  regarded  as  the  most  cer- 
tain cause  of  bilious  fever.  I  have  again  and  again  witnessed  fever 
which  I  thought  arose  from  this  cause.  But  the  rocky  bed  of  a  rapid 
river,  being  laid  bare  by  extraordinary  drougtit,  has  been  found  as  capa- 
ble of  producing  fever  as  the  muddiest  swamp.  It  is  not  then  in  propor- 
tion to  the  quantity  of  mud.  The  slimy  rocks  of  dried  up  rivers  have 
appeared  to  produce  diseases  as  violent  and  as  fatal,  as  any  produced  by 
swamps  of  any  kind.  As  a  general  rule,  it  may  be  said  that  places  are 
unhealthy  in  proportion  to  their  contiguity  to  extensive  deposits  from 
streams  which  become  dry  in  the  heat  of  summer. 

Admitting  that  the  sloping  banks  and  fertile  bottoms  of  streams,  and  the 
margins  of  ponds,  are  in  summer  productive  of  bilious  fever,  it  becomes  an 
important  question,  in  choosing  a  residence,  to  know  the  safest  locality. 
Three  miles  has  been  assuu)ed  as  the  nearest  safe  distance  from  a  spot 
producing  malaria.  My  own  experience  places  the  line  of  safety  far 
within  this  limit,  but  having  seen  the  range  of  bilious  fever  near  the 
same  river,  vary  in  diflferent  years  in  proportion  to  the  severity  of  the 
disease  of  the  seasoti,  I  conclude  that  the  danger  is  more  extended, 
when  the  product  of  the  cause  is  greater  or  more  powerful.  I  have 
compared  it  with  the  emanations  of  putrid  effluvia  from  decaying  animal 
substances — they  become  weaker  in  proportion  to  distance.  I  have 
never  seen  bilious  fever  as  much  as  two  miles  from  the  place  which  I 
considered  as  originating  its  cause.  And  I  believe  there  are  few  jjlaces 
which  ever  produce  it  at  so  great  a  distance  as  a  mile  and  a  half.  It 
has  been  said  that  the  cause  of  this  disease  moves  with  the  wind,  and 
continues  near  the  surface  of  the  earth — that  an  upper  story  is  safer 
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than  a  lower  stoiy  of  the  same  house.  This  does  not  correspond  with 
niy  obstirvations.  The  room  or  building  nearest  the  nuisance  will 
probably  be  first  attacked  ;  but  I  have  never  seen  the  residents  of  an 
upper  story  less  affected  than  those  who  resided  or  slept  below.  Nor 
can  I  confirm  the  opinion  of  some  men  of  high  standing,  that  this 
miasm  cannot  cross  a  pond  or  river.  The  Oconee  river,  in  the  allu- 
vial country  l)elow  IMilledgeville,  runs  in  several  places  at  the  base  of 
high  bluffs,  extending  back  to  a  great  distance  in  a  well  drained  and 
healthy  country.  These  bluffs  are  considered  a  more  dangerous  resi- 
dence, than  the  rich  bottoms  on  the  opposite  side,  where  the  only  appa- 
rent cause  of  the  miasm  is  to  be  found. 

To  what  elevation  the  cause  of  fever  may  rise,  is  a  question  yet  un- 
settled ;  and  I  have  witnessed  no  facts  directly  bearing  on  this  point. 
Between  creeks  or  rivers,  there  must  be  a  point  of  greatest  elevation  ; 
and  this  point  is  apt  to  be  at  a  medium  distance  between  them.  This 
elevation  above  the  river,  within  a  few  miles  of  this  place,  is  from  one  to 
four  hundred  feet.  On  each  side  of  Fishing  Creek,  whicb  empties  into 
the  Oconee  immediately  below  Milledgeville,  there  aiise  hills  of  ibis 
height,  overlooking  its  valley  from  each  side.  I  have  many  times,  in  a 
tour  of  professional  labor,  made  a  circuit  of  twenty  miles  upon  one  side, 
and  down  upon  the  other,  of  this  stream.  It  was  at  several  points  easy 
to  behold  the  valley,  from  one  to  three  miles  from  hill  to  hill,  spread  out 
like  a  map  for  several  miles.  On  the  top  of  the  hills,  on  which  there 
Yun  public  high  ways,  there  was  not,  nor  ever  has  originated  a  bilious  or 
intermittent  fever.  No  wind  from  the  valley,  although  so  near,  has  ever 
spread  the  pestilence  so  far.  It  has  been  interesting  to  notice  the  ex- 
actness of  the  limit  which  seemed  to  be  assigned  the  disease.  I  have 
several  times  noticed  two  settlements,  one  hundred  yards  apart — the 
most  distant  would  escape  altogether,  while  that  which  was  only  one 
hundred  yards  nearer,  suffered  the  disease  in  almost  every  member  of  the 
family. 

It  has  been  said  that  villages  are  more  subject  to  the  visits  of  agues, 
than  cities — I  will  add  that  a  single  residence  in  the  country  is  more 
subject  than  either.  If  the  decomposition  of  vegetable  matter,  by  warmth 
and  moisture,  especially  in  cofnbination  with  a  clay  soil,  is  the  cause,  these 
facts  will  appear  as  matter  of  course.  The  suburbs  only  of  a  great  city 
can  be  much  exposed,  and  a  village  can  have  but  little  protection — 
every  house  is  near  the  suburbs  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

I  have  said  that  intervening  water  affords  no  protection  against  ma- 
laria ;  and  I  think  that  intervening  houses  are  equally  insufficient  to 
arrest  its  progress.  Intervening  hills  are  entitled  to  more  confidence. 
It  has  long  been  observed  in  the  United  States,  that  the  summit  of  the 
nearest  hill  to  a  river  valley,  is  the  most  sickly  residence  which  can  be 
chosen.  Any  part  of  the  valley  has  been  justly  thought  more  healthy. 
In  1813-14,  I  attended  a  family  located  on  one  of  these  picturesque  hill 
tops,  elevated,  perhaps,  one  hundred  feet  above,  and  distant  about  half  a 
mile  from  the  river.  The  family,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  had  every 
year  a  violent  attack  of  bilious  fever,  and  two  or  three  died  from  it.  I 
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advised  a  removal  over  the  hill  ;  but  the  gentleman,  whose  possessions 
did  not  extend  far,  could  only  accomplish  it  by  moving  lower  down 
where  the  hill  vvas  narrower.  He  in  this  way  secured  a  hill  between 
him  and  the  river  valley,  but  gained  little  in  distance,  and  was  on  a  place 
at  least  fifty  feet  lower  than  that  he  had  left.  His  new  residence  proved 
entirely  exempt  from  bilious  fever,  and  is  still  inhabited  and  healthy.— 
South.  Med.  mid  Surg.  Jour. 


EXTRACTS  FROM  A  MEMOIR  OF  BOWMAN  HENDRY,  M.D. 
[Concluded  from  page  301.] 

The  number  of  severe  cases  of  surgical  injury  occurring  under  the 
observation  of  the  country  practitioner,  is  rarely  very  great,  and  this 
very  infrequency  seriously  interferes  with  the  preservation  of  that  habitual 
skill  which  cases  of  this  character  require:  but  Dr.  Hendry  was  equally 
distinguished  in  all  branches  of  the  art.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that 
there  exists  no  detailed  record  of  the  very  numerous  operations  which  he 
performed,  from  time  to  time,  during  his  long  course  of  practice  ;  yet,  evi- 
dence enough  remains  in  the  memory  of  his  surviving  neighbors,  to  show 
that  many  of  them  were  difficult  and  dangerous — such  as  are  sufficient, 
when  performed  in  the  great  medical  institutions  of  capitals,  and  made 
public  through  the  press,  to  establish  an  enviable  reputation  for  the  ope- 
rator. But  the  subject  of  our  memoir  lived  before  the  age  in  which  a 
multiplicity  of  medical  journals  afforded  the  facilities  for  favor  which 
are  now  extended  alike  to  the  practitioners  of  cities  and  the  rural  dis- 
tricts. Several  successful  applications  of  the  trephine,  in  severe  injuries 
of  the  brain,  in  which  the  skilfulness  of  the  after  treatment  secured  the 
lives  of  the  patients,  under  highly  unfavorable  circumstances,  are  vividly 
recollected  by  many. 

In  the  theory  of  medicine  his  conceptions  were  clear,  correct  and  de- 
cided, his  tact  in  diagnosis  remarkable,  and  his  manners  at  the  bed-side 
firm,  but  in  the  highest  degree  kind,  polished  and  condescending.  He 
never  refused  to  listen  and  reply  with  gentleness  to  the  suggestions  of 
ignorant  attendants  or  over-anxious  friends,  but  never  receded  from  a 
principle,  or  modified  a  direction,  from  a  disposition  to  yield  to  unwise 
pertinacity,  or  cultivate  golden  opinions  at  the  sacrifice  of  duty  ;  yet, 
probably,  no  practitioner  ever  enjoyed,  in  higher  degree,  the  confidence 
and  the  affection  of  his  patients  and  the  subordinates  of  the  sick-room. 
His  clinical  practice  was  rich  in  original  prescriptions,  the  result  of  long- 
continued  observation  and  research,  and  his  knowledge  of  practical  phar- 
macy extensive  and  minute.  With  this  profound  and  accurate  know- 
ledge of  his  profession,  he  was  naturally  an  uncompromising  foe  of  all 
species  of  quackery  and  empiricism.  The  sick-room  was  for  him  a  battle 
field,  and  with  the  most  chivalrous  devotion  he  there  assailed  the  foes 
of  human  health — glorying  in  the  defeat  of  the  enemy,  and  the  restora- 
tion of  the  victims  of  disease. 


3 1  1  Memoir  of  Boivman  Henclru,  BID. 


Bow,  in  midst  of  such  engrossini^^  professional  labors,  Di".  Hen- 
diy  managed  to  keep  pace  with  the  projii-ess  of  his  profession,  it  is  difH- 
CLi't  to  coiijecture  ;  but  that  he  did  so,  with  remarkable  success,  is  not 
TO  be  disputed.  Some  portion  of  his  time,  however  intensely  occupied, 
was  regularly  devoted  to  study.  He  was  a  subscriber  to  ibe  principal 
medical  periodicals,  both  foreign  and  domestic,  and  was  always  found 
prepii'ed  to  converse  and  to  act  upon  the  scientific  discoveries  and 
pi'ofessional  improvt^ments  of  the  day. 

Once  only  in  his  lil'e  did  he  enter  into  a  political  canvass,  and  the  re- 
sult is  characteristic.  The  first  effort  to  remove  the  county  seat  from 
Woodbury  to  Camden,  was  made  during  the  life-time  of  his  father ;  and 
at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  his  parent,  whose  interests  centred  in  Wood-  ""'i 
bury,  he  was  induced  to  exert  his  influence  in  opposition  to  the  con- 
templated change.  How  adroitly  and  effectually  he  accomplished  the 
delicate  task,  let  the  sequel  show  ! 

On  the  day  of  the  election,  the  doctor  lent  horses  and  carriage  to  a 
neighbor,  whom  he  supposed  to  be  warmly  engaged  on  the  same  side 
of  the  question,  to  convey  voters  to  the  polls.  All  that  morning  the 
said  horses  and  carriage  were  busily  employed  in  bringing  Carnden  voters 
to  the  ground  !  At  noon,  however,  the  neighbor  became  conscience 
stricken  ;  and  seeking  the  doctor,  he  candidly  confessed  the  trick,  and 
apologizefl  by  saying,  "  it  was  but  a  joke."  The  doctor's  reply  was  an 
admirable  [)i()of  of  liis  habitual  self-command  :  with  perfect  good  humor 
he  remarked,  "  My  dear  sir,  it  is  a  capital  joke  ;  but — neoer  tell  it 
again  /" 

In  religion,  as  in  politics,  Dr.  Hendry  cautiously  avoided  those  contro- 
versies, which,  without  benefiting  any  one,  might  have  lessened  the 
sphere  of  his  professional  usefulness  ;  but  he  was  never  backward  in  the 
simple  statement  of  his  faith,  when  courteously  questioned  upon  this  all- 
important  subject.  On  this  point  he  remained  conscientiously  firm,  even 
when,  in  the  opinion  of  many,  his  temporal  interest  was  deeply  involved  ; 
that  is,  he  never  accommodated  his  mode  of  address  or  language  to  the 
religious  peculiarities  of  those  with  whom  he  was  professionally  connect- 
ed. His  freely  avowed  sentiments  were  those  of  a  churchman  ;  and, 
through  life,  he  manifested,  on  all  proper  occasions,  a  decided  preference 
for  the  Episcopalian  service,  over  any  other  mode  of  divine  worship. 
But  he  was  no  sectarian  ;  being  sufficiently  charitable  to  allow  that  ( 
every  human  being  should  be  permitted  to  approach  his  Creator  in  the 
manner  dictated  by  his  own  conscience. 

The  natural  consequence  of  the  excessive  and  continual  exertions 
of  this  self-sacrificing  public  benefactor  was,  the  access  of  a  premature 
old  age;  and,  as  an  additional  evidence  of  decay,  he  was  attacked  with 
that  dreadful,  and,  at  his  age,  hopeless  affliction,  epilepsy — so  frequently 
fatal,  not  only  to  the  physical,  but  also  to  the  moral  faculties — leaving 
the  strongest  and  most  brilliant  intellect  to  flicker  for  a  little  wdfile,  fit- 
fully gleaming  like  an  expiring  lamp,  until  quenched  by  the  tears  of 
mental  imbecility.  The  hitherto  firm  constitution  of  Dr.  Hendry  began 
to  be  "  broken  up,"  under  the  continued  assaults  of  this  terrible  enemy  ; 
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the  robust  frame  became  enfeebled,  the  manly  countenance  gradually  lost 
its  vigorous  expression,  and  the  noble  and  towering  form,  its  majesty 
and  grace;  but  it  was  not  until  tlie  epileptic  attacks  were  renewed  with 
constantly  increasing  violence  for  several  years,  that  the  intellectual 
facukies  of  the  victim  began  to  yield.  His  powerful  constitution  wres- 
tled long  and  energetically  with  this  frightful  disease,  and  all  the  medical 
ability  of  his  distinguished  and  ardently-attached  collaborators  in  the 
professional  field  was  brought  to  aid  it  in  the  desperate  struggle  ;  but  in 
vain  !  The  termination  of  a  medical  career  of  unprecedented  usefulness 
and  honor  was  close  at  hand  ! 

The  absolute  necessity  of  relinquishing  the  practice  of  his  profession 
became  daily  more  apparent,  and  an  eflbrt  was  made  to  settle  his  temporal 
affairs.  In  this  undertaking,  his  friends  encountered  difficulties  productive 
of  most  pain  fid  feelings.  *  Instead  of  being  a  man  possessed  of  vast 
riches,  as  many,  recollecting  his  extensive  practice,  naturally  supposed, 
he  was  found  comparatively  poor !  His  liberality  on  all  occasions,  but 
more  especially  the  neglect  of  his  account  books,  and  the  collection  ot 
his  just  debts,  resulted  in  this  slate  of  his  affairs  at  last !  No  remedy 
could  be  applied;  the  time  and  opportunity  were  gone,  and  thus  tiie 
condition  of  liis  pecuniary  circumstances  became  the  pioudest  monu- 
ment of  his  life-long  and  sacrificing  liberality. 

Though  Dr.  Hendry  may  have  been  carried  by  his  charitable  feelings, 
in  some  instances,  beyond  the  bounds  of  reasonable  benevolence,  we 
would  shield  his  memory  against  the  charge  of  weakness  or  folly  in  mone- 
tary affairs.  The  condition  of  his  finances  was  the  result  of  far  nobler 
causes,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  a  total  unwillingness  to  allow 
personal  considerations  to  interfere  with  his  first  and  paramount  mission 
— the  healing  of  the  sick.  At  many  periods  of  unusual  public  distress, 
the  vast  extent  of  his  practice  rendered  utterly  impossible  the  very  record 
of  his  services.  There  was  literally  no  time  for  the  regulation  of  ac- 
counts. Thus,  during  the  typhus  epidemic  of  1821,  he  kept  four  horses 
constantly  employed.  The  value  of  his  practice  at  that  time  was  fairly 
estimated  at  seven  or  eight  hundred  dollars  per  month  ;  yet  for  four  con* 
secutive  months  he  did  not  put  pen  to  paper,  or  attempt  the  entry  of  a 
charge  ! 

A  single  instance  will  suffice  to  show  how  constantly  his  high  responsi- 
bilities engaged  his  mind  by  night,  as  well  as  day.  His  widow  related 
that  upon  one  occasion  the  doctor  returned  about  midnight  from  visiting 
a  patient,  and  retired  to  bed  ;  but  he  lay  very  restless  and  uneasy  for 
about  an  hour,  when  he  suddenly  arose,  called  for  his  horse,  and  pre- 
pared to  go  out.  A  furious  storm  was  raging  at  the  time,  and  the 
night  was  intensely  dark. 

"Why,  Bowman,"  inquired  Mrs.  Hendry,  "where  are  you  going? 
I  have  not  heard  you  called — and  on  such  a  night  as  this  1" 

"1  have  been  reflecting  upon  the  case  of  Mr.  A.,"  replied  the  doctor; 
"he  is  extremely  ill,  and  has  a  large  family  dependent  upon  him  for  sup- 
port; if  he  dies,  they  must  be  thrown  upon  the  cold  charity  of  the  world. 
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I  have  just  thought  of  something  which  may  possihly  be  of  service.  If 
I  do  not  go  and  administer  the  medicine,  I  cannot  be  satisfied." 

He  departed  immediately,  in  the  midst  of  the  storm,  and  rode  about 
seven  miles,  in  the  piofound  darkness,  to  the  residence  of^lr.  A.  About 
dayhght  he  returned,  and  said,  "  Mr.  A.  is  better.  Give  me  an  early 
breakfast :  I  must  return  again  !" 

******** 

One  of  the  noblest  proofs  of  Dr.  Hendry's  genuine  goodness  of  heart 
and  religious  regard  for  his  professional  duties,  is  found  in  the  fact  that 
no  degradation  in  the  social  or  moral  scale  could  remove  the  sick  and 
suffering  beyond  the  pale  of  his  benevolence  and  sympathy.    From  a  i 
host  of  similar  examples,  let  this  one  suffice  : 

Mr.  C,  of  Timber  Creek,  relates  that,  on  one  occasion,  the  doctor  at- 
tended a  family  of  negroes,  resident  about  seven  miles  from  Haddonfield, 
who  were  afHicted  with  typhus  fever.  Mr.  C.  informed  him  that  his 
patients  were  utterly  worthless  beings,  a  disgrace  to  the  neighborhood, 
and  a  set  of  notorious  thieves  ;  but  this  information  produced  no  relaxa- 
tion in  the  doctor's  efforts  for  their  relief.  He  felt  himself  not  the 
judge,  but  the  professional  guardians  of  these  miserable  victims  of  the 
triple  terrors  of  poverty,  disease  and  vice.  His  attendance  was  continued 
daily,  in  all  varieties  of  weather,  and  every  member  of  the  family  was 
separately,  minutely  and  carefully  attended,  until  all  were  restored  to 
health.  During  all  this  time  he  not  only  supplied  them  gratuitously  with 
the  necessary  medicines,  but  caused  them  to  be  furnished  from  a  neigh- 
boring store  with  all  the  common  necessaries  of  life,  at  his  own  indi- 
vidual expense. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  noble  generosity  has  frequently  sub- 
jected Dr.  Hendry  to  considerable  losses,  through  the  base  cupidity  and 
designing  villany  of  the  unprincipled  ;  but,  even  when  fully  exposed, 
such  cases  fliiled  entirely  to  check  the  current  of  his  kinfily  feelings  ;  as 
the  following  thoroughly  authenticated  instanc(i  will  piove  beyond  dispute: 

Tlie  present  Judge  Clement,  of  Haddonfield,  always  a  firm  friend  of 
Dr.  Hendry,  one  day  called  upon  him,  and  intimated  that  he  ought 
forthwith  to  commence  a  suit  at  law  against  certain  individuals  deeply  in- 
debted to  him  for  several  years  of  unrequited  medical  attendance  ;  stat- 
ing that  they  were  in  the  act  of  ])acking  up  for  a  removal  to  the  westein 
country.  The  doctor  objected — the  Judge  remonstrated,  assuring  him 
that  the  parties  were  perfectly  abh  pay,  and  that  to  suffer  them  to 
escape  with  impunity,  wmild  be  encoruuging  an  unpardonable  proceeding 
on  their  pait,  and  an  open  injustic'^  himself  and  family.  At  length 
the  doctor  yielded  a  reluctant  cont^ nt.  and  accordingly  the  usual  legal 
process  was  promjUly  issued. 

About  noon  on  the  day  for  the  return  of  summons,  the  delinquents 
arrived  at  the  residence  of  Dr.  Hendry,  and  informed  him  that  they  had 
each  been  sued  by  him  !  This  was  indeed  a  novel  and  most  embarrass- 
ing position.  He  apologized  most  feelingly  for  the  inconvenience  he  had 
occasioned  them,  gave  each  the  necessary  funds  to  pay  the  costs,  insisted 
on  their  dining  with  him,  which  tliey  did,  and  then  politely  dismissed 
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ihem,  with  his  best  wishes  for  their  future  prosperity  and  happiness  ! 
Meantime,  the  magistrate,  Judge  Clement,  was  patiently  awaiting  the 
appearance  of  the  respondents,  with  a  full  determination  to  secure  the 
doctor's  fees  ;  but  they,  not  w^ishing  to  disturb  him,  immediately  withdrew 
WMthin  the  limits  of  a  neighboring  State,  and  left  their  hospitable  friend  to 
pay  the  costs  a  second  time. 

On  meeting  the  Judge  soon  after,  and  hearing  his  indignant  expressions 
of  amazement  and  regret,  the  doctor  replied,  in  a  deprecatory  tone,  "  My 
dear  sir !  they  assured  me  they  would  send  the  money  from  the  West." 
And  he  believed  them  ! 

Although  the  temperament  of  Dr.  Hendry  was  ardent,  and  his  feelings 
quick  and  strong,  yet  his  self-possession  was  admirable,  and  it  was  never 
known  to  fail  under  the  thousand  provocations  inevitable  in  the  routine 
of  medical  practice.  A  striking  example  of  his  equanimity  under  such 
annoyances,  occurred  during  tlie  severely  cold  weather  of  18 — .  On 
this  occasion  he  was  summoned  to  a  case  of  compound  fracture  of  the 
thigli,at  Marshall  Glass-works,  distant  full  twenty-five  miles  from  Haddon- 
field.  Before  lie  had  completed  the  necessary  dressings  and  placed  the 
patient  in  a  comfortable  situation,  a  most  violent  snow  storm  had  com- 
menced, and  through  tlie  wd)irling  drift  he  was  compelled  to  return  by 
night.  At  daylight  the  next  morning  a  messenger  arrived  in  haste,  in- 
forming him  that  mortification  had  taken  place  ;  the  limb  bad  become 
black,  and  he  must  return  to  the  Glass-works  as  speedily  as  possible.  The 
snow  was  now  two  feet  deep  upon  a  level  between  the  drifts;  but  the 
doctor,  thinking  that  possibly  the  dressings  might  have  interrupted  the 
circulation  in  the  limb,  did  not  hesitate  a  moment,  and  the  entire  day 
was  occu[)ied  in  laboriously  floundering,  with  his  horse,  along  the  un- 
broken road,  to  the  cottage  of  his  patient.  Upon  examining  the  limb, 
all  things  were  found  in  perfect  order ;  and  on  his  inquiring  for  the  in- 
dividual who  had  made  the  supposed  discovery  that  the  limb  w^as  morti- 
fied, a  messenger  went  forth  to  call  him.  Presently  the  author  of  this 
sage  diagnosis  presented  himself,  in  the  shape  of  a  stout  wood-chopper, 
from  the  forest,  with  his  axe  under  his  arm.  "  My  dear  sir,"  said  the 
doctor,  approaching  and  gently  tapping  the  man  upon  the  shoulder,  "  you 
had  better,  for  the  future,  confine  yourself  to  the  axe,  and  let  surgery 
alone.  You  see  what  a  long  and  painful  journey  you  have  occasioned 
me  to  make — and  for  no  cause  whatever  !"  The  man  stood  confounded, 
more  by  the  kindness  of  the  doctor's  manner  than  even  by  the  gross- 
ness  of  his  own  mistake.  The  physician,  unirritated  by  the  ignorance 
that  cost  him  so  much  labor  and  even  impugned  his  professional  skill, 
conversed  awhile  with  his  usual  calmness,  pleasantry  and  affability,  and 
after  a  night  of  rest  set  out  for  home,  as  cheerfully  as  if  nothing  had  oc- 
curred to  ruffle  or  annoy  him. 

It  may  be  reasonably  supposed  that  one  so  generous  and  noble  in  the 
performance  of  all  his  duties,  both  professional  and  civil,  must  have  es- 
caped all  injury  from  the  operation  of  the  darker  [)assions  of  humanity  ; 
and  truly  no  man  ever  enjoyed  more  w^armly  the  attachment  of  his 
friends,  who,  when  they  were  once  acquired,  were  friends  for  life ;  but 
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alas  !  no  man,  liovs  ever  serviceable  and  free  from  blame,  can  live  for 
mail)'  years  in  contact  with  society,  without  sometimes  suffering  wrongs, 
and  acijuiring  enmities. 

While  in  attendance  on  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  A.,  the  life  of  Dr.  Hen- 
dry was  several  times  endangered  by  t'he  attacks  of  a  furious  dog,  be- 
longing to  the  husband.  The  doctor  had  requested  him  to  chain  the  ani- 
mal ;  but,  on  his  next  visit,  the  vicious  beast  came  very  near  injuring  him 
severely,  and  was  prevented  from  so  doing  solely  by  the  accidental  in- 
terference of  a  hired  man.  The  doctor,  sealed  in  the  house,  which  he 
had  reached  with  difficulty,  sent  for  Mr.  A.,  and  thus  addressed  him  :— 
Sir,  1  find  you  have  more  regard  for  the  comfort  of  your  dog  than  for 
my  life  ;  have  the  iroodness,  therefore,  to  select  another  medical  adviser, 
as  I  am  not  willing  to  jeopardize  my  life  daily,  and  shall  discontinue 
my  visits."  He  then  calmly  arose,  bid  the  gentleman  good  morning,  and 
departed. 

Another  instance  of  offence,  learling  to  injuiy  of  proportionally  still 
deeper  hue,  furnishes  us  with  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  human  nature 
in  describing  the  consequences  of  the  ciime  ;  and  gladly  shall  we  turn 
from  the  narrative  of  that  which  is  desradimr  in  our  nature,  to  the  con- 
ternplation  of  a  picture  of  affection  and  gratitude,  so  much  more  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  character  of  the  deceased,  who,  on  this  occasion,  was 
the  subject,  not  the  actor,  in  the  display  of  these  lofty  excellencies. 

After  the  marriage  and  departure  of  his  faithful  servant  John,  whose 
merits  have  already  been  conrnemorated,  Dr.  Hendry  employed  another 
colored  man  to  take  charge  of  his  horses  and  perform  certain  other  duties 
in  the  family.  This  man  became  olfended  with  the  doctor,  and  was  sub- 
sequently discharged  from  his  position.  In  revenge  for  the  supposed  in- 
jury thus  inflicted,  the  negro  set  fire  to  the  establishment  ;  and  tlie  out- 
buildirjg^,  the  barn,  two  valuable  horses,  a  quantity  of  grain  and  hay,  with 
many  other  articles,  were  given  to  the  flames.  This  deed  of  villany 
was  executed  at  about  9  o'clock  in  the  evening  ;  and  so  well  laid  were 
the  |)lan-!  of  the  incendiary,  that  the  most  prompt  and  active  exertions 
of  the  villagers  and  farmers  from  the  neighboihood,  failed  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  destruction.  All  tliat  could  be  accomj)lished  was  the  saving 
of  the  dwelling  house  and  neighboiing  buildings. 

So  highly  were  the  people  incensed  at  this  dastardly  act,  that,  had  the 
negro  been  found  at  the  time,  he  probably  would  have  shared  the  fate  of 
the  unfortunate  animals  who  were  the  victims  of  his  revenge.  Immedi- 
ately after  the  fire,  a  meeting  of  the  Doctor's  friends  was  called,  at  which 
it  was  resolved  that  the  property  lost  by  the  conflagration  sliould  be  re- 
stored by  public  effort.  A  subscription  was  circulated,  by  which  means 
the  necessary  funds  were  promptly  raised,  and  a  comnnttee  was  appoint- 
ed to  superintend  the  re-erection  of  the  barn  and  other  buildings.  This 
self-imposed  task  was  immediately  commenced.  Persons  of  all  classes 
of  society  vied  with  each  other  in  the  work  of  reparation  ;  and  in  a  few 
weeks,  the  labor  of  afl?ection  was  complete;  a  new  barn  arose,  phoenix- 
like, from  the  ashes  ;  the  new  oul-hou?es  were  finished  and  ready  for  use; 
hay  and  grain  filled  the  appropriate  receptacles  ;  two  capital  horses  occu- 
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pied  the  stalls  ;  and  Mr.  Joseph  ]3LHTough,  a  member  of  the  committee, 
was  deputed  to  visit  the  docior  and  inloi'iii  him  ol'  the  I'act.  The  inter- 
view was  touchino;  in  llie  extreme.  Mr.  Burrouiih  stated  that  the  task 
of  the  people  was  com[)leted,  and  that  they  hoped  he  would  accept  the 
oHeiing  as  a  testimony  of  the  esteem  of  his  neigiibors  and  friends.  The 
doctor  clasped  his  hands  and  attempted  a  reply.  "  My  dear  sir,"  said 
he,  "  words  cannot  express  my  leelings  !  1  liiank  you  all — you  will  un- 
derstand me!"  He  could  say  no  more,  hut  retired  to  an  inner  apartment, 
to  give  vent  to  the  emotions  which  overpowered  liis  utterance. 

Dr.  Bowman  Hendry  died  of  epilepsy,  on  tlie  '23d  oi'  April,  1838. 
His  remains  w  ere  interred  in  the  faujily  burial  [)lace,  in  the  ground  attach- 
ed to  the  ancient  Episcopal  church,  ol  Colestown,  Camden  County,  JNew 
Jersey  ;  and  the  p»lace  where  rest  the  mortal  remains  of  this  invaluable 
public  servant,  this  iiiodel  ol"  practical  Christianity,  and  pattern  of  God's 
noblest  woik,  is  designated  by  a  marble  slal),  witii  this  unostentatious  su- 
perscription : — "Sacred  to  the  Memory  of  iiowman  Hendry,  M.D., 
aged  62." 


KKTllEAT  FOR   liWALIDrS  IN  FLORIDA 

To  the  Kditor  of  the  Boston.  Medical  and  iSurgical  Jonrnal. 

Sm, — Some  months  since,  1  noticed  several  articles  upon  the  above 
subject  in  your  Journal,  wliich  1  deemed  proper,  with  the  exception  of 
the  spirit  manifested  in  some  of  them.  This  is  an  important  as  well  as 
an  interesting  subject,  and  should  be  considered  in  a  candid,  impartial 
manner.  The  reasons  against,  appear  to  me  to  outweigh  those  in  i'avor 
of  tile  plan  proposed,  and  consequently  1  cannot  range  myself  on  the 
side  of  the  advoc.ites  of  such  an  institution  in  1^'lorida.  it  is  not  my  in- 
tention, at  present,  to  consider  the  argmiients  on  either  side,  but  to  make 
some  general  and  desultory  remarks  upon  the  subject  of  phthisis  pul- 
monalis. 

It  is  now  an  admitted  fact  that  consum[)tion  is  far  less  prevalent  in  the 
Southern  than  in  the  Northern  Slates.  This  has  been  uniformly  ascribed 
to  the  mildness  of  the  climate.  Doubtless  this  is  one  important  cause  ; 
yet  my  impression  is  that  the  greatest  of  all  causes  may  be  ascribed  to  a 
diiierent  constitution  of  the  atmosphere,  inde])endent  ol'  mere  warmth  or 
the  uniformity  of  that  warmth.  During  our  driest  and  clearest  weather, 
at  all  seasons  of  the  year,  iron  and  polished  steel  will  corrode  and  rust 
quickly,  and  in  a  given  time  exceed  in  amount,  four  or  six  times,  what 
would  take  place  under  similar  exposure  in  the  New  England  States. 
Therefore  I  am  led  to  believe  the  chemical  composition  of  the  atmosphere 
is  different.  Though  cases  of  phthisis  are  less  common  here  than  with 
you,  to  an  extent  of  about  three  fourths,  yet  we  are  not  exempt.  Cases 
originating  here,  run  their  course  much  quicker;  it  is  very  uncommon  to 
find  a  case  of  more  than  six  months'  duration  hom  its  very  incipient  state. 

Invalids  fiom  abroad,  to  be  benefited  by  a  residence  here,  must  make 
the  change  at  the  very  onset  of  the  disease  \  and  being  made  at  that  time, 
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1  have  no  cloul)t  three  fouiihs  of  all  the  fatal  cases  occurring  In  the  N.  E. 
Slates  would  be  prevented  I  speak  from  observation  and  experience. 
The  manner  and  mode  of"  making  this  change  should  be  well  understood  ; 
for  unless  it  is  made  under  proper  circumstances,  it  will  be  of  no  avail. 
Southern  cities  and  villages,  on  the  Atlantic  or  Gulf  coast,  on  the  rivers 
or  among  the  "  highland  hills,"  can  and  do  afford  everything  necessary 
for  the  condbrt  and  welfare  of  an  invalid.  In  all  these  places  good  medi- 
cal aid  can  be  procured.  Expenses  for  the  same  comforts,  luxuries,  or 
enjoyments,  will  not  be  greater  than  in  an  establishment  built  for  the  same 
pur})oses.  A  great  advantage  may  often  be  experienced  in  different  loca- 
tions, and  during  the  change  of  seasons,  by  the  same  invalid  ;  while  one 
particular  district  or  locality  may  suit  one,  a  difierent  will  be  required  for 
another,  in  order  to  derive  the  greatest  amount  of  benefit  from  the  cliange 
of  climate. 

I  can  call  to  mind  some  twelve  or  fifteen  cases  of  young  men  from  the 
north,  who  have  come  here  with  a  consumptive  habit  or  tendency,  more 
or  less  cough,  some  expectorating  blood,  and  some  old  cases  of  severe 
])]eurisy  or  pneumonia,  leaving  in  their  train  dangers  unseen.  All  these 
cases  are  permanently  relieved  by  a  continued  residence,  and  when  the 
brittle  thread  of  life  is  broken,  it  is  by  some  other  disease  than  the  dread- 
ed monster  consumption.  It  is  folly  and  madness  in  the  extreme  for  ])a- 
tients  to  travel  for  their  health,  when  they  catmot  travel  at  all — when  past 
all  hopes  of  cure — when  the  physician  is  tired  of  the  case  because  he 
cannot  relieve  it.  And  have  not,  in  some  instances,  physicians  been 
morally  wrong  in  reconnnending  travel  to  patients  who  have  to  travel  to 
the  tomb  in  a  short  time,  and  who  under  such  advice  are  deprived  in  their 
last  hours  of  the  comforts,  consolations  and  blessings  of  home  and  of 
friends.  Yours,  with  respect,        C.  S.  Magoun. 

Woodville,  Mi.,  October  18,  1848. 


CAN  A  REPTILE  LIVE  IN  THE  STOMACH  ? 

To  the  Edltoj'  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dkar  Sir, — Permit  me  to  make  the  inquiry,  through  you,  whether  it  is 
possible  for  a  reptile  to  live  in  the  human  stomacli  ?  and  if  so,  how 
long?    Could  it  not  only  live,  but  grow  to  some  size  there  ? 

The  reasons  for  making  this  inquiry,  are  the  following : — Mrs.  W., 
who  has  usually  enjoyed  excellent  health,  has,  during  the  summer  past, 
been  unable  to  attend  to  her  ordinary  business.  Her  appetite  has  been 
capricious.  She  lias  complained  of  a  disagreeable  sensation  at  the  pit 
of  the  stomach,  sometimes  amounting  to  pain,  and  frequently  attended 
with  nausea.  These  symptoms  increased  in  severity  until,  about  a  fort- 
night since,  she  ejected  a  live  snake  from  her  stomach.  It  was  seven 
inches  in  length,  and  of  the  common  green  species.  It  lived  two  days  in 
a  bottle  of  water,  and  then  died.  I  have  it  now  preserved  in  spirits. 
Mrs.  W.   thinks  she  remembers  having  swallowed  some  object  in  a 


Dr.  Green — Fitches  Book  on  Consumption. 


321 


glass  of  spring  water  which  she  drank  in  the  daik,  in  May  or  June.  She 
has  now  recovered  her  usual  health.  \^ours,  &.c. 

Hallowell,  Me.,  Nov.  1,  1848.  M.  C.  Richardson,  M.D. 


DR.  GtiF.F:N-Frrc[r.s  book  on  consumption. 

[Coiiimunicated  for  the  Bosioii  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  NOTICE  in  tile  Journal,  No.  12,  Vol.  39,  a  communication  from  a  cor- 
respondent who  sij^ns  himself  Justitia.  In  this  communication  he  speaks 
favorably  of  Dr.  Horace  Green,  and  1  think  justly  so.  Dr.  Green  has 
acquired  for  himself  an  enviahle  reputation  by  his  scientific  researches, 
and  investigation  of  the  diseases  of  the  fauces,  laiynx  and  trachea.  His 
work  on  Bronchitis  created  at  fii'st  sometliing  of  a  stir ;  yet  it  is  a  work 
of  sterling  value,  and  is  pioof  of  the  fact  that  there  is  progress  in  medi- 
cine as  well  as  in  other  departments  of  knowledge.  The  value  of  his 
treatment,  novel  to  some  as  it  may  appear,  is  getting  to  be  pretty  gene- 
rally appreciated  by  physicians,  in  the  management  of  bronchial  disorders. 

How  it  should  ever  have  occurred  to  the  writer  to  mention  the  name 
of  S.  S.  Fitch,  in  cotmection  with  that  of  Dr.  Green,  and  especially  as 
in  any  way  rivalling  him,  is  to  me  a  matter  of  profound  surprise.  Your 
correspondent  says  that  this  S.  S.  Fitch's  peculiar  depaitment  is  diseases 
of  the  chest,  and  that  he  has  published  a  useful,  prac/ical  work  on  the 
subject,  which  is  popular  in  its  character,  and  has  been  extensively  cir- 
culated. That  Samuel  Sheldon  Fitch  lias  published  a  book,  with  the 
title  of  Fitch — Consumption  Cured,"  and  that  this  hook  has  been 
pretty  extensively  circulated,  I  shall  not  deny  ;  nor  shall  I  deny  its  popu- 
larity with  a  certain  class.  That  there  is  anything  useful  or  practi(;al  in 
tliis  work,  as  peculiarly  belotiging  to  Dr.  Fitcli,  I  am  unwilling  to  admit 
— except  the  letters  of  reference.  The  utility  and  [)raciicability  of  these, 
the  doctor  has  unquestionably  tested,  by  the  way  of  direct  experiment, 
as  they  enure  wholly  to  his  own  benefit.  1  deem  the  hook  in  its  pretensions 
a  great  farce,  a  complete  humbun  ;  and  as  worthy  of  the  contempt  of  every 
candid  and  well-informed  physician.  It  is  in  its  way  a  quack  advertisement, 
and  possesses  no  value  whatever,  beyond  what,  in  my  estimation,  it  was 
designed  for — natnely.an  ingenious  device  to  advertise  himself  as  a  great 
consumption  curer.  As  a  literary  or  scientific  effort,  it  is  a  very  weak 
affair.  Such  gross  inconsistencies  exist  in  the  author's  statements,  that 
they  must  appear  obvious  to  the  most  superficial  reader.  Even  his  own 
judgment  dictates  to  him  the  necessity  of  pleading  strongly  for  the  confi- 
dence of  his  readers,  before  finisliing  bis  introductory  article. 

The  adoption  of  the  sentiment,  as  quoted  from  the  letter  of  Henry 
Peck  to  S.  S.  Fitch,  to  garnish  his  title-page,  argues  to  my  mind  a  blind 
credulity,  or  a  great  disregard  of  truth.  For  lo  insist  that  a  thing  is  right 
and  true,  after  it  has  been  proved  otherwise  by  direct  experiment,  is  a 
philosophy  that  the  most  stupid  and  unlearned  would  he  ashamed  of.  I 
will  give  the  quotation  entire,  that  the  reader  may  judge  for  himself.  "  1 
may  yet  walk,  as  it  appears  to  me,  the  rosy  paths  of  lite  ;  and  the  energy 
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and  action  that  were  once  in  these  hnibs,  may  again  be  mine.  If  so,  I 
shall  give  '  Iionor  to  whom  honor  is  due '  :  and  if,  contrary  to  this,  the 
eartli  should  soon  close  over  me,  to  the  last  moment  of  my  life  should  I 
be  satisfied  that  this  is  the  way,  and  the  only  true  way,  to  cure  consump- 
tion.— Extract  from  Henry  Peck's  Letter  to  Dr.S.  S.  Fitch.''  1  suppose 
the  Dr.  cares  but  little  for  tlieir  failh  in  him,  or  his  |)articular  way  of  treat- 
ing consumption,  after  the  giave  closes  over  them,  if  they  are  only  sat- 
isfied "  to  their  last  moments  that  "  this  [his]  is  the  way,  and  the  only 
true  way,  to  cure  consumption."  This  curing  the  consumption  reminds 
me  of  the  story  of  the  old  man,  who  learned  his  horse  to  live  without 
eating,  but  just  as  the  horse  had  learned,  he  died.  So  with  the  pa- 
tient ;  just  as  he  had  attained  the  "  only  true  way,"  and,  I  might  add, 
sure  way,  to  cure  consumption,  he  died. 

In  passing  from  the  title-page,  we  come  to  the  following  "Question  to 
Invalid  Gentlemen."  You  will  here  discover  why  I  took  this  work  to  be 
a  medium  whereby  to  advertise  the  author.  I  always  like  to  give  ample 
proof.  1  quote  the  third  page  from  the  title-page.  "As  it  has  been  my 
happiness  often  to  cure  invalids  I  have  never  seen,  but  learned  their  case 
from  friends,  or  by  letters,  I  give  some  questions,  which  may  be  carefully 
answered,  such  as  concern  your  case.  It  will  be  presumed  the  others  do 
not  trouble  you.  A  prom[)t  answer  will  be  returned,  statinir  remedies 
required  and  cost.  No  notice  of  a  first  letter  not  post  paid.  No  charge 
for  advice  by  letter.  Address,  Dr.  Samuel  S.  Fitch,  No.  707  Broadway, 
New  York."  I  hardly  think  that  any  one  will  deny  this  to  be  an  appeal 
to  the  public  for  patronage. 

I  will  now  turn  to  his  Introduction.  Here  the  author  tells  us,  "  besides 
lecturing  in  England,  he  has  had  an  opportimity  of  addressing  about  fifty 
thousand  persons  in  the  United  States,  and  thus  of  personally  presenting 
and  enforcing  his  views  by  direct  examples  and  prompt  practical  I'esults 
and  demonstrations."  Now  to  me  this  savors  a  little  of  the  marvellous. 
How  he  could  satisfy  an  audience  by  "  prompt  practical  results  and  de- 
monstrations" in  the  cure  of  consumption,  is  to  me  a  mystery.  Perhaps 
the  Dr.  had  a  sort  of  travelling  consumptive  patient  with  him,  who  had 
consumption  in  the  day  time,  went  befoie  the  audience  in  the  evening, 
and  receiving  the  skill  of  the  Dr.  was  instantly  restored  ;  but  owing  to  the 
lateness  of  the  evening,  and  exposure,  took  a  sudden  cold  (which  by  the 
way  Fitch  says  will  sometimes  cure  consumption,  and  1  think  it  would 
about  as  often  as  he  would),  and  in  this  way  brought  on  a  relapse — so  that 
this  same  patient  was  in  readiness  to  be  again  a  subject  whereby 
the  skill  of  this  wonderful  physician  is  again  to  be  made  manifest,  i^s 
he  has  not  related  how  he  made  demonstrative  proof,  I  have  allowed  my 
imagination  to  suggest  for  me,  and  above  you  have  the  result. 

The  author  also  informs  us  that,  in  1827,  whilst  a  student,  he  "dis- 
covered the  grand  uses  of  the  lungs,  and  thereby  laid  the  foundation  of 
a  scientific,  rational,  and  certain  method  of  elucidating  and  treating  their 
diseases."  He  further  tells  us,  that  he  has  travelled  almost  over  the  whole 
of  Europe,  and  visited  twenty-three  States  of  the  American  Union  ;  and 
that  he  has  been  diligent  in  his  inquiries  after  knowledge  of  hmg  dis- 
;  that  he  has  conferred  with  the  highest  teachers  in  this  country 
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and  Europe,  "  as  well  as  the  untutored  savages  of  this  Continent,  who 
are  well  known  to  treat  many  diseases  [I  am  quoting  him],  and  especially 
those  of  the  lungs,  with  great  success  "!  It  is  a  little  surprising  that  he 
should  go  on,  after  this  last  evidence,  to  multiply  proofs  that  he  is  quali- 
fied to  cure  consumption  ;  for  there  is  scarcely  a  quack  in  Christendom 
but  would  have  considered  the  instruction  of  an  "  American  savage  "  as 
the  finishing  stroke  of  his  education,  the  ne  plus  ultra. 

I  shall  forward  the  remainder  of  this  article  for  another  number  of  the 
Journal.  In  the  subsequent  part,  I  shall  examine  his  discovery  of  "  the 
grand  uses  of  the  lungs,"  and  his  statements  about  physicians — as  it  re- 
gards their  knowledge  of  puhnonary  disorders,  their  honesty,  and  their 
practice  in  consumption,  &c.  &c.  F.  H.  P. 

North  Killingly,  Ct.,  Nov.  6th,  1848. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 


BOSTON,     NOVEMBER    15,    184  8. 


The  Philosophy  of  Crime. — If  there  is  a  man  in  the  medical  profession  v 
of  this  country  who  stands  out  by  himself,  as  a  marked  individual,  distin- 
guished as  much  for  his  profound  attainments  in  science  as  for  a  general 
knowledge  of  human  nature — who  is  a  connecting  link  between  the  early 
philosophers  of  the  United  Slates  and  those  now  upon  the  stage — it  is 
Charles  Caldwell,  M.D.,  of  Louisville,  Kentucky.  No  less  a  giant  in  in- 
tellect than  in  his  corporeal  development,  commanding  in  person,  learned, 
dignified  both  by  age  and  his  position  in  various  relations  of  life,  it  is  em- 
phatically true  that  he  has  no  rival,  fears  no  competitor,  and  is  a  living 
monument  of  the  value  of  mental  activity  in  promoting  health  and  lon- 
gevity. While  most  of  us  were  in  infancy,  or  unborn,  he  was  pursuing 
the  active  rounds  of  every  day  business,  and,  in  the  full  vigor  of  manhood, 
teaching  the  laws  that  govern  our  being.  The  last  time  we  saw  Dr.  Cald- 
well was  in  one  of  the  streets  of  Louisville,  where  his  tall  figure,  solemn 
gait,  and  long  bushy  beard  reaching  down  upon  his  breast,  were  well  cal- 
culated to  attract  attention — and  he  had  an  unenviable  share  of  staring 
eyes  watching  his  stately  progress  over  the  sidewalk,  moving  onvvard  with 
the  dignity  of  one  of  the  Eastern  magi. 

That  Dr.  Caldwell  has  some  eccentricities  cannot  be  denied  ;  and  being 
rich  in  experience,  and  strong  in  facts,  the  gatherings  of  more  than  three 
score  years,  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances  for  study,  it  is  not, 
perhaps,  strange  that  he  looks  with  some  degree  of  contempt  upon  the  ac- 
quisitions of  multitudes  of  modern  writers,  who  may  happen  to  fall  below 
his  standard  of  excellence,  or  set  at  naught  such  doctrines  as  he  has  cher- 
ished from  the  first  dawn  of  his  medical  inquiries  in  Philadelphia.  He  is 
said  to  be  the  last  surviving  pupil  of  Dr.  Rush.  If  the  mantle  of  that  ex- 
traordinary master  in  medicine  did  not  fall  on  Dr.  C,  the  vivid  impressions  . 
made  by  his  preceptor  upon  a  plastic  mind  have  had  an  abiding  influence, 
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which  the  revolutions  of  times  and  seasons  seem  not  yet  to  have  effaced, 
and  while  his  life  continues  they  probably  never  will. 

Dr.  Caldwell  has  written  much  that  partakes  of  the  iron  character  of . 
his  opinions.  His  style  is  hard,  but  the  arguments  are  logical,  though  he 
rarely  gains  converts  to  his  views.  One  reason  why  he  does  not  take  rank 
as  high  authority,  is  probably  because  he  is  too  dogmatical — too  deter- 
mined. A  writer  in  this  Journal  once  spoke  of  him  as  a  medical  despot, 
who  never  would  admit  that  any  one  else  was  his  equal.  But  it  should 
be  frankly  stated,  that  for  many  years  he  has  had  no  superior  as  a  bold, 
fearless,  thorough  and  correct  medical  teacher,  whether  in  the  chair  of  ?i 
college  or  through  the  press.  Fortunately  for  the  world,  old  age  does  not 
invariably  destroy  the  aspirations  of  genius,  nor  abridge  the  powers  of  the 
intellect.  In  the  case  before  us,  a  venerable  man,  already  past  the  period 
when  repose  is  thought  to  be  a  necessary  precaution  to  eke  out  the  measure 
of  life,  Dr.  Caldwell  is  still  proclaiming,  in  one  of  the  great  schools  of 
Kentucky,  the  laws  that  govern  organized  matter,  the  phases  of  disease, 
the  philosophy  of  remedies,  the  theory  of  their  action  ;  and  is  still,  as  in 
years  gone  by,  enthusiastic,  terse,  formidable  as  a  debater  and  tactician, 
happy  as  a  lecturer,  and  is  neither  eclipsed,  nor  perhaps  matched  by  any 
one  occupying  a  similar  chair  in  the  circle  of  the  seven  and  twenty  medi- 
cal schools  of  North  America. 

We  were  led  to  these  reflections  by  the  examination  of  a  discourse  de- 
livered by  this  medical  veteran,  bearing  the  following  title — "Thoughts  on 
the  impolicy  and  injustice  of  capital  punishment;  on  the  rationale  or  phi- 
losophy of  crime,  and  on  the  best  system  of  penitentiary  discipline  and 
moral  reform.  An  address  to  the  Jefferson  Literary  Society  of  Augusta 
College,  delivered  on  the  25th  day  of  August,  1848,  by  Charles  Cald- 
well, M.D."  As  a  plea  for  the  unfortunate,  the  arguments  in  this  address 
are  creditable  to  his  humanity.  He  views  all  moral  delinquencies  as  dis- 
eases, which  demand  treatment  corresponding  to  their  intensity  and  danger 
to  society.  Thus  the  theory  of  the  phrenologists  is  brought  in,  to  play  an 
essential  part  in  the  discourse — and  no  necessity  exists  for  detailing  the 
instrumentalities  they  have  used  to  influence  the  jurisprudence  of  the  coun- 
tries in  which  the  new  philosophy,  as  phrenology  was  formerly  called,  has 
been  introduced.  We  are  hearty  and  sincere  advocates  for  the  abolition  of 
punishment  by  death,  fully  believing  that  God,  who  gave  life,  has  alone  the 
right  to  take  it; — and,  further,  that  the  highest  degree  of  civilization  will 
not  be  realized  until  the  penal  code  is  ameliorated,  and  the  death  penalty 
forever  abolished.  Dr.  Caldwell's  ideas  of  the  righteousness  ot  the  cause 
he  espouses,  are  based  on  the  assumption  that  the  criminal  is  not  responsi- 
ble for  acts  committed  while  mentally  diseased — the  indications  of  which 
are  shown  by  a  gross  or  violent  departure  from  the  normal  state  of  mind. 

The  subject  cannot  be  pursued  further ;  and  in  closing,  we  cannot  for- 
bear repeating  the  sentiments  of  respect  which  we  entertain  for  the  author 
of  this  address,  and  our  gratification  of  the  manner  in  which  he  has  brought 
this  important  subject  before  the  public. 


A  Teacher  of  Materia  Medica  vmnted. — A  correspondent,  officially  con- 
nected with  a  newly-organized  medical  institution  at  the  West,  is  desirous 
of  procuring  a  competent,  well-recommended  lecturer  on  Materia  Medica. 
If  he  should  establish  himself  in  practice  in  the  place  where  the  school  is 
located,  the  prospect  of  success  is  flattering.    The  writer  appears  confident 
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of  the  increase  and  influence  of  the  school,  for  the  sustaining  of  which  a 
certain  amount  of  the  public  lands  is  set  apart.  He  further  says  that  a 
small  library,  with  proper  accompaniments,  should  be  carried  on  by  the 
person  who  accepts  the  proposition.  The  applicant  must  have  unquestion- 
able scientific  qualifications,  and  be  properly  vouched  for  by  gentlemen  of 
professional  reputation.  Letters  of  inquiry  may  be  addressed,  post-paid, 
to  this  office,  and  further  particulars  will  be  given. 


Opposition  to  Nero  Doct7'i?ies — Etherization. — Rumor  says  that  a  severe 
critique  will  soon  be  forthcoming  in  one  of  our  quarterlies,  on  Dr.  Chan- 
ning's  work  on  Etherization  in  Childbirth.  Whether  the  intention  is  the 
total  annihilation  of  the  author,  or  only  the  destruction  of  the  heretical  doc- 
trines he  has  put  forth,  remains  to  be  ascertained.  But  that  some  uncom- 
mon demonstration  is  to  be  made,  is  placed,  says  a  man  in  the  secret,  be- 
yond a  doubt.  Probably  the  time  will  never  arrive  in  which  there  will  not 
be  opposition  to  every  effort  to  progress  in  science  or  the  arts.  Even  cot- 
ton spinning  by  machinery,  at  this  late  day,  has  its  bitter  enemies  ;  and  so 
it  is  with  railroads  and  steamboats  But,  in  the  science  of  medicine, 
how  any  one  can  seriously  object  to  obviating  physical  sufferings,  when  the 
means  of  doing  so  neither  perils  life,  nor  leaves  a  trace  of  injury,  is  a  prob- 
lem which  requires  solution.  In  the  mean  while,  the  people  as  well  as  the 
profession  can  judge  for  themselves  in  this  matter  ;  and  however  firmly 
etherization  may  be  resisted  by  the  few,  it  will  triumph  eventually  and  uni- 
versally. 


Hydrophobia. — A  few  ;?ractitioners  here  nt  the  North  are  slow  to  believe 
that  cases  of  hydrophobia  ever  exist  in  this  part  of  New  England.  One  of 
the  editors  of  a  Boston  paper  has  uniformly  maintained  the  opinion  that 
the  horrible  disease  only  shows  itself  in  imagination  in  this  latitude.  This 
is  unreasonable,  and  we  believe  untrue.  There  is  just  as  much  reason  for 
supposing  that  it  may  appear  characteristically  here,  as  anywhere  else.  If 
the  medical  history  of  Massachusetts  was  examined,  we  apprehend  that 
the  awful  malady  would  be  found  to  have  been  exhibited  here  repeatedly. 
Even  the  last  week,  the  sufferings  of  an  unfortunate  man  at  Lowell  were 
the  subject  of  a  newspaper  paragraph.  Chloroform  was  the  only  reliance 
of  the  attendants.  In  several  instances  the  potency  of  this  remedy  in  allay- 
ing the  spasms  of  hydrophobia,  leads  to  a  hope  that  a  remedy  has  been  dis- 
covered, whose  power  may  control  and  subdue  the  mightiest  of  all  human 
afflictions  in  the  catalogue  of  disease. 


Scientific  Prophecy . — We  find  in  one  of  the  public  papers,  under  the 
above  caption,  the  following  case.  We  presume  the  medical  gentleman  re- 
ferred to  would  more  willing^ly,  and  could  with  more  truth,  explain  the 
matter  in  the  way  of  a  skilful  and  successful  diagnosis,  than  as  the  result 
of  any  really  prophetic  power  possessed  by  him. 

"  About  nineteen  years  ago,  Mr.  Hait,  of  Winton,  Conn,,  then  a  remark- 
able good  student  in  his  Collegiate  course,  was  suddenly  deprived  of  his 
reason  and  memory.  In  those  circumstances,  his  father.  Rev.  Mr.  Hait, 
sent  him  to  Hartford  ;  but  finding  no  relief,  he  sent  him  to  Dr.  Chaplin,  of 


326 


Medical  Intdligence. 


Cambridge,  Mass.  The  doctor  said  there  was  no  relief  at  that  time — but 
at  the  age  of  36  or  37  there  would  be  a  change  ;  that  the  brain  was  too 
much  expanded  for  the  cranium,  and  there  would,  at  that  age,  be  a  contrac-' 
tion,  which  would  enable  it  to  act  healtlifully. 

"  His  anxious  father  and  family  saw  their  hop(>s  peremplorily  deferred 
for  nineteen  years.  That  lime  has  recently  expired,  and  to  their  great  joy 
the  prophecy  is  fulfilled.  The  man  began  to  inquire  for  his  books,  as  if  he 
had  just  laid  them  down,  and  resumed  his  matiiemalical  siudics  where  he 
left  them, 

"  There  was  no  trace  on  his  mind  of  this  long  blank  in  his  life,  or  of 
anything  which  has  occurred  in  it,  and  he  did  not  know  that  he  was  almost 
40  years  of  age." 

The  Massachusetts  Kealth  Insurance  Company,  Tremont  street. — During 
the  last  three  montlis  this  institution  has  paid  out  about  five  thousand  dol- 
lars to  sick  members.  The  institution  is  conducted  by  some  of  our  most 
respectable  citizens. 


Poisoning  by  an  Infusion  of  Poison  Oak. — Mr.  Wilkes,  a  student  of  medi- 
cine from  Tennessee,  curious  to  test  the  truth  of  the  statetnent  of  some 
writers  on  materia  medica,  that  the  Rhus  toxicodendron  only  produces  its 
poisonous  effects  when  applied  to  the  skin,  tried,  a  few  weeks  since,  the 
experiment  of  drinking  a  strong  decoction  of  the  plant.  He  boiled  the 
vine,  with  its  leaves,  and  drank  about  a  gill  of  the  fluid,  taking  care, 
while  preparing  it,  not  to  let  the  vine  come  in  contact  with  his  person.  It 
was  taken  after  supper,  and  next  morning  he  found  his  face  much  swollen. 
The  swelling  continued  to  increase  until  his  eyes  were  completely  closed. 
He  resorted  at  once  to  a  wash  composed  of  perchloride  of  mercury,  gr.  j.  ; 
sal.  ammoniac,  grs.  ij.  ;  water,  5>j-)  which  he  had  prepared  in  the  event 
of  his  being  poisoned.  In  about  thirty-six  hours  the  swelling  and  inflam- 
mation had  disappeared.  He  slept  nearly  the  whole  time  his  eyes  were 
closed,  showing  the  narcotic  action  of  the  article. —  Western  Journal  of 
Medicine  and  Surgery. 


Ancient  Monuments  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. — This  great  American 
work,  the  result  of  original  surveys  and  explorations  by  Messrs.  E.  G. 
Squier  and  E.  H.  Davis,  has  the  honor  of  being  selected  as  the  first  volume 
of  the  "  Smithsonian  Contributions  to  Knowledge,"  published  by  the 
Smithsonian  Institution.  It  will  contain  about  six  hundred  pages  of  letter- 
press, in  size  and  style  uniform  wiih  the  quarto  edition  of  the  "  United 
States'  Exploring  Expedition,"  and  illustrated  by  upwards  of  fifty 
quarto  plates  and  more  than  two  hundred  engravings  on  wood.  It  embraces 
plans  from  actual  survftys  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  ancient  earth 
and  stone  works,  with  plans,  sections,  and  views  illustrative  of  the  present 
appearance,  position,  structure,  contents  and  purposes  of  the  several  varie- 
ties of  aboriginal  mounds  and  pyramids  ;  also  sketches  and  notices  of  the 
minor  vestiges  of  ancient  art — the  implements,  weapons,  ornaments,  sculp- 
tures, &c.,  found  in  the  mounds. 


Bufalo  Hospital  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity. — The  building,  which,  for 
the  last  two  years  has  been  occupied  as  an  Orphan  Asylum,  has  recently 
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bpen  converted  into  a  Hospital,  and  placed  under  the  managennent  of  the 
Sisters  of  Charity.  Very  considerable  alterations  and  repairs  have  been 
made,  and  for  a  limited  number  of  patients  (about  one  hundred)  it  has  been 
rendered  very  comfortable  and  convenient.  The  building  is  located  near 
Main  street,  a  few  rods  from  Viroinia  street,  being  directly  in  the  rear,  and 
closely  contiguous  to  the  new  edifice  in  progress  of  erection  for  the  Medi- 
cal College.  We  are  happy  to  state  that  an  arrangement  has  been  made, 
by  which  students  attending  medical  lectures  at  the  College,  will  be  admit- 
ted, under  proper  regulations,  to  the  wards  of  the  Flospital,  for  clinical  in- 
struction. The  following  are  the  regulations  for  the  reception  of  pa- 
tients, &c.  : 

In  the  ndmission  of  patients,  no  question  shall  be  made  as  to  what  the 
applicant  believes  on  matters  of  religion  ;  and  whenever  a  patient  of  any 
creed  may  wish  to  receive  spiritual  help  from  the  minister  of  his  religion, 
every  facility  shall  be  ;iiT()rdfd  for  having  his  wishes  accomplished. 

The  sick  ttctually  suffering  from  contagious  diseases  are  alone  excluded 
from  the  Hospital.    The  medical  board  will  decide  the  fact  of  contagion. 

The  medical  hoard  is  thus  constituted  :  Frank  II.  Humilton,  M.D., 
attendino-  surrreon ;  Austin  Flint,  M.D.,  attending  physician;  Josiah 
Trowbridge,  M.D.,  consulting  physician  ;  James  P.  \Yhite,  M.D.,  consult- 
ing surgeon. 

The  sisters  are  ever  willing  to  admit  the  sick  poor  gratis,  as  far  as  their 
means  will  admit,  but  as  they  have  no  funds,  no  endowments,  they  can  do 
but  little  at  present,  except  to  give  gratis  their  time  and  kindest  attentions  ; 
hence,  the  charitable  who  send  a  patient,  will  be  responsible  to  the  hospital 
for  ])atients  at  specific  rates. — Buffalo  Medical  Journal. 


Starling  Medical  College — Another  Donation. — Lyne  Starling  Esq. 
has  recently  added  S5000  to  the  previous  830,000,  given  to  the  Starling 
Medical  College,  making  in  all  S35,000,  to  enable  the  Trustees  to  erect  a 
college  and  hospital  after  the  plan  submitted  by  K.  A.  Sheldon,  Esq.,  Ar- 
chitect, of  New  York  city.  The  work  upon  the  foundation  will  soon  be 
commenced,  and  the  building  will  be,  when  finished,  the  most  complete,  in 
all  its  parts  and  accommodations,  of  any  which  wp  have  ever  seen.  It  will 
consist  of  a  centre  and  two  wings,  the  whole  135  foet  in  length,  and  the 
centre  6S  feet  front  by  100  feet  d^ei^.  Tiiere  will  be  three  lecture  rooms 
capable  of  seating  about  400  persotis  each,  and  ample  hospital  room  for 
from  thirty  to  fifty  beds.  The  whole  will  he  heated  by  furnaces,  and  amply 
supplied  with  water.  Tlie  [)uilding  is  to  be  irregular  \u  its  plan,  securing 
abundant  light  and  ventilation,  and  will  be,  when  completed,  an  ornament 
to  the  city  and  State.  — 0/^?o  Medical  Journal. 


Marrikd,— Dr.  S.  S.  Jones,  of  Effingham,  N.  H.,  lo  Miss  M.  H.  Sprague. 

Died,— At  Winchester,  N.  H..  Dr.  C.  C.  Wheaton,  4G.— At  Andover,  Me..  Dr.  Sylvanus 
Poor.  80 — In  Bnflalo,  N.  Y.,  George  Sprague,  meciical  student,  son  of  Alden  S.  Sprague,  M.D.^ 
of  that  city,  aged  19  years.— In  this  cily,  on  Monday  morning,  Enoch  Hale,  M.D.,  aged  58,  a  higli- 
ly  respectable  and  influential  member  of  the  profession. 

Rejfort  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Nov.  11,  63. — Males,  27 — females,  36. — Still- 
born, 4.  Of  consnmplion.  10 — typhus  fever,  3 — scarlet  fever,  5 — lung  fever,  12 — disease  of  the 
bowels,  1 — dysentery,  1 — diarrhoea,  1— marasmus.  2 — teething,  5 — infantile,  11 — ulcers,  2 — 
measles,! — accidental,  i — old  age,  1 — dropsy,  ] — dropsy  on  the  Ijrain,  3 — convulsions,  1 — croup> 
1 — fliseaseof  the  heart,  2 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — erysipelas,  2 — drowned,  2 — influenza,  1. 

Under  5  years,  .'30 — helween  5  and  20  years.  5 — between  20  and  40  years,  15 — between  40 
and  bO  years,  9 — over  GO  years,  4. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — In  ti)e  Derby,  Conn.,  Journal,  there  is  n  series  of  articles  on  the 
waier  cure,  which  are  written  in  a  way  to  induce  every  body  who  reads  them  to  suppose 
the  writers  want  palronaije. — There  are  fifty  students  in  attendance  at  the  medical  lec- 
tures in  Dartmouth  College,  N.  H. — The  Philadelphia  Ledger  states  that  a  post-mortem 
examination  of  the  body  of  Jolin  Hays,  who  died  at  tlie  liospital  from  the,  etiects  of  ;i 
pistol  wound,  was  made  by  the  physicians  of  that  institution.  The  bKll  was  extracted 
near  the  lower  extremity  of  the  heart,  a  small  portion  of  which  wns  found  to  have 
been  carried  away  in  its  p;issage.  This  is  a  tiovelty  in  surgical  experience,  that  the 
suflerer  should  have  survived  such  an  injury  fur  more  than  two  days.  —  Dysentery  has 
prevailed  lo  an  alarminj;  extent  in  New  Haven,  'i'he  Palladium  states  tiiat  560  cases 
liaveoccurred  wiihin  the  last  three  months,  mostly  among  children — A  school  for  llie 
instructioti  of  the  dcsaf  and  dumb  lias  been  opened  by  the  priests  in  JMonlreal. — The 
New  York  Observer  advertis«;s  for  a  3 oung  f)hysician,  who  is  a  member  of  a  Presbyte- 
rian Churcii  ;  such  an  one  can  hear  of  an  elii^ilde  position  in  the  country,  where  a  fair 
practice  can  be  obtained,  and  where  there  is  an  opportunity  of  doing  good,  upon  ap- 
plication to  i'rof  Torrey,  at  the  Medical  College,  Crosby  St.,  New  York. 


PHILSRICK  &  TRAFTON, 
Keep  constantly  on  li;ind  and  offtr  to  the  Proles.sion  ilie  foliowinir  Drags  and  ChemicaLs : — Superior 
Eng.  Extracts  oC  Conii,  Ilyosciarni,  Bellailoinun,  Tanixici,  Viileriaiia"  ;  Sarsap.,  do,  Conip.,  Cololi. 
Rud.  A(ret.,  Colocy  n(  li  Ooinp.,  Aconite,  .Suainonii,  all  iiiiUiuCuctiired  in  vacuo  and  wiu  raiited  ot OHi- 
ciiial  strengili.  Colcliicum  and  all  its  pre|)arHtioHs — viz.,  Root,  Seed,  Tinclnie,  Wine  and  Vinegar. 
Root  and  I^eaves  (.f  Aconite,  Eng. ;  Sat.  Tinct.  Had.  Aconite,  tor  e.xiernal  iit^e  ;  Essoniial  Oils  Er- 
got, Valerian,  Cupaiha  Cubelis,  Varillu,  Origjuiniti,  Cainjilior.  Eng.  powdered  articles  of  the  finest 
qii.ilily  —  viz.,  True  i'urliey  Rhei,  true  Socolrine  Aloes,  Digitalis,  Scinills,  Valerian,  Ipecac,  .lalap, 
(iainl)()ge,  (Jolocy nth,  Opium,  Myrrh,  .Iani;4ica  Ginger  ;  Pure  Creosote;  Eng.  Leaves  01  Digii.alis, 
Ilyosciaiiius  and  Helhuloniia;  Root  of  Turkey  Rhubarh,  I'areira  Drava-,  Para  Sarsaparilla,  true; 
Vallet's  Pills  and  Ma-s ;  liliie  Pill  Opt. ;  Pliosphule  Ammonia  ;  Liquor  Ammonia  concent.;  Nitrate 
Silver  in  crystals;  Tart.  Antim.,  Eng.  and  French,  in  crystals;  Calnrnel,  Eng.  Ilydrosublimed  ; 
PnreCrolon  Oil  ;  Eng.  Veratria  ;  Granville's  Counter-L-ritant  Lotion  ;  Pure  Ctid  Liver  Oil,  (our  own 
preparation);  Pn^e  Sulphuric  Ether;  Chloroform  ;  Spts.  Lavender,  comp.  superior;  Ssrnii  lod  Iron; 
Syr.  L)d.  and  Chloride  L'on  (our  own);  Queensville's  Metallic  L'on  ;  Diarseniate  Quinine;  Iodide 
(iuinine;  Valenaiuues  of  Zinc,  Quinine  and  Iron  ;  Glycerin;  Syrup  Rhamin.  Comp.  Traltou's  (our 
own  mannfaciure)  ;  Succinic  Acid  ;  Ext.  Canahis  Indica  ;  Tinci.  of  do.  ;  Ind.  Hydrarg.  Polassa;  Mu- 
riate of  Oi)ium,  a  new  preparation,  not  possessing  the  objectionable  qnaliiies  of  the  gum  ;  Syr.  Prii- 
iii.  Vir^iniaiKO  ;  I);).  (Jomp.  ;  Sat.  Tinct.  Coniuiti  (Scudauiore'.-) ;  Cucumber  Ointment;  Matico; 
T'lrragona  Wine,  used  in  (banker,  Diarrhoea,  &c.  ;  Salts  Wormwdod  ;  Digitaline  ;  Salacine  ;  Aconi- 
line;  (Jollnilinii,  or  Lniuid  Adhesive  f'laster  ;  'I'inct.  Wild  Strawberi  y,  Comp.  (used  extensively  in 
Dysenieiy)  ;  Doiuiov.iii's  Sidiition,  &,c..  &c.  All  new  Chemicals  added  to  our  list  as  soon  as  they 
api)ear.  We  keep  also,  Swedish  Leeches  ;  Glass  Ware;  Instruments;  Pure  Spirits  and  Wines,  of 
every  kind,  and  sold  for  medicinal  purj)oses  only.  We  intend  to  make  our  stock  as  comi)Iele  as 
possible,  and  every  article  warranted  to  be  of  the  quality  sold  or.  Orders  invarialdy  tilled  with  the 
best  quality,  unless  an  inlerior  quality  is  specified.  Any  Ihitig  not  proving  satisfactory  in  quality  or 
price,  can  be  returned  at  our  expense.  June  21 

DR.  SKINNER'S  CLARIFIED  COD-LIVER  OIL.  ' 
Thk  purest  article  of  Cod-Liver  Oil  is  put  up  by  Dr.  Skinner,  at  his  otiice.  dO  1 -2  Cornhill,  (up 
slairs),  and  offered  to  the/jro/cs.s/on,  to  druggists  and  lo  ihe  public  geiierall) .  Piice.  o7  1-2  cents  for 
small  bottles;  75  cents  lor  larue  do.  A  printed  pamphlet  of  medical  aulhoriti(  >.  ceriificales,  diiec- 
tions  for  usiim  the  oil,  <fec.,  accomjtanies  each  bottle.  Tl.ie  i)r(dession  and  drllii^:i^ls  .-npplied  at  Ihe 
usual  discount.  H.  IL  SKI  NNER,  M.D. 

May  .31— tf  Office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs) 


A.  E.  CUTTER,  Apothecary, 

Oppo.'^ite  Boylfiton  Market,  40   Wafihins:ton  Street, 
Has  constantly  on  hand  a  laige  and  choice  selection  o\'  gcnvine  medicines,  for  family  use  and  the 
prescription  d;-,  n    nent.    Hy  strict  anenti'm  to  his  duty  as  an  Apothecary,  he  will  endeavor  to 
meiittliecoi  ■  '■>    <    ol  ph\ sicians  and  I  he  pid)lic.    Fresh  herbs  of  all  kinds  at  wholesale  and  retail. 
The  night  bef  ,1.  <    red  personally.  June  14 — eoply 


OBSTETRICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
Of  the  latest  ,  ,i  :-;  ist  approved  patlerns,  in  cases,  (»r  singly.    The  cases  incluile  J"orcc/>.?,  Fec/es, 
Perforating^  S  t  ^  vi-;'  .-,  niiuit  Hook  and  Crotchet,  Bedford\t  Guard,  Placenta  Forcepft,  &cc. 

Also,  a  full    •-      ,  lent  of  AmpiUatinj:,  Trephinimi,  Autopsy,  Dissecting.  Dressing,  Eye.  Tonsil, 
and  all  other  1.1 -  iiiients  used  by  Surgeons.  For  sale  on  favorable  ternis  by    JOSEPH  BURNETT, 
May  17— If  No.  33  Tremont  Row 

.  .  VVILLIAM  BROWN, 

At  his  Apothecary  store,  corner  of  Washington  and  Eliot  streets,  keeps  constantly  cn  hand  a  fresh 
supply  of  Medicines,  selected  expressly  for  Physicians' and  Families' use,  including  all  the  English 
extracts  — Conii,  Relhiiioniin,  Ilyoscyami,  Taraxaci,  &c.  Also,  all  the  new  Chemical  preparations 
recently  introduced.  Gieat  care  istaken  in  selecting  the  choicest  of  medicines  for  physicians'  j)re- 
scriptidus;  not  trusting  to  such  articles  as  rhubarb,  ipecac,  jalap,  aloes,  »!tc. ,  powdered  by  steam 
and  water  power,  but  having  them  pulveiized  fresh  from  the  root,  under  my  own  superintendence. 
The  most  strict  personal  attention  paid  to  dispensing  physicians'  prescriptions.  No  one  permit  red 
to  put  up  prescription!!  except  those  of  long  experience  in  the  business.  Jan.  5 — ly 
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A  STATEMENT    IN    RELATION    TO  THE   UNITED   ISTA'J'ES  NAVAL 

ftlEDICAL  CORPS. 

[The  following  statement  was  presented  to  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion at  its  last  meeting,  and  is  published  in  their  volume  of  Transactions 
just  issued.  It  was  drawn  up  by  Drs.  W.  M.  Wood  and  N.  Pinkney, 
Surgeons  in  the  U.  S.  Navy,  who  were  Delegates  to  the  Association 
from  the  Naval  Medical  Corps.] 

Believing  it  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  objects  of  this  Association, 
we  beg  leave  to  lay  before  it  certain  facts  in  relation  to  that  portion  of 
the  medical  profession  associated  with  the  naval  service,  and  which  we 
have  the  honor  to  represent  in  the  present  assembly. 

From  the  large  number  of  persons  who  appear  before  the  Naval  Medi- 
cal Examining  Boards,  and  from  the  small  proportion  who  are  success- 
ful, it  lias  been  intimated  that  influence,  independent  of  qualification,  is 
essential  to  success.  Such  an  impression  is  of  course  adverse  to  any 
efforts  the  Government  Boards  may  make  to  elevate  the  profession,  and 
its  correction  is  due  not  only  to  the  Boards,  but  to  the  profession  at  large. 

The  aid  of  influential  friends  is  not  necessary  even  to  obtain  a  permis- 
sion to  appear  before  the  Boards,  but  it  is  granted  to  all  within  the  pre- 
scribed ages,  disposed  to  enter  the  field  of  competition,  without  question 
as  to  pohtical  alhance  or  social  position,  but  with  the  understanding 
that  a  limited  number  of  appointments  is  to  be  made,  and  those  alone 
can  he  successful  who  are  found  to  be  best  qualified. 

The  Boards  vary  as  to  their  individual  composition  ;  the  selection  of 
their  members  being  made  from  such  medical  officers,  sufficiently  old 
in  the  service,  as  the  public  interests  permit  to  be  taken,  from  time  to 
time,  from  other  duties  ;  and  they  are  convened  under  a  precept  contain- 
ing the  following  injunction  : 

"  The  attention  of  the  Board  will  be  directed  to  moral  character,  as 
well  as  to  scientific  and  other  attainments ;  and  it  will  be  its  duty  to  make 
the  examination  full,  minute  and  rigid." 

From  the  limited  number  of  medical  officers,  and  the  want  of  allow- 
ance for  inefficient  members  in  their  corps,  it  becomes  both  the  duty  and 
interest  of  Boards  to  select  only  such  as  are  physically  competent  to  their 
duties  : — hence,  many  may  be  set  aside  for  essential  reasons  other  than 
professional  incompetency.  Again,  duties  in  the  naval  medical  service 
17 
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require  a  practical  knowledge  upon  certain  branches,  not  attained  by 
many  otherwise  well  informed  in  their  profession.  For  instance — medi- 
cal officers  on  board  ship  are  often  required  to  be  their  own  apothecaries  ; 
and,  in  foreign  countries,  to  select  their  medicines,  when  they  must  de- 
pend upon  their  practical  acquaintance  with  drugs  to  select  those  of 
good  quality.    Deficiency  in  such  knowledge  excludes  many. 

For  admission  into  the  naval  service,  a  fair  preliminary  education,  and 
a  knowledge  of  the  branches  strictly  professional,  are  the  nominal  re- 
quirements ;  but  from  the  amount  of  competition,  higher  attainments  are 
necessary  to  secure  success.  Professional  acquirements  being  equal, 
those  persons  would  be  selected  who  possessed  in  addition  a  knowledge  ^ 
of  collateral  sciences  and  of  languages — relative  position,  a  matter  of 
importance  ;  being  decided  according  to  the  amount  of  professional  and 
general  information  of  the  successful  candidates.  The  mode  of  exami- 
nation is  as  follows: — in  the  first  place  the  applicant  is  required  to  reply 
to  the  followincr 

"  Circular  to  Candidates. — For  the  information  of  the  Board,  you 
will  state,  in  your  own  handwriting,  the  place  of  your  birth,  your  age, 
the  State  of  which  you  are  a  citizen,  and  the  names  of  the  institutions 
in  which  your  general  education  has  been  acquired.  If  a  graduate  of 
arts,  please  state  from  what  college  you  received  your  diploma.  Besides 
English,  what  languages  have  you  studied  ?  If  you  have  studied  natural 
history,  please  state  what  branches. 

"  State  the  name  of  your  medical  preceptor,  and  the  time  devoted  by 
you  to  the  study  of  medicine.  If  a  graduate,  of  what  institution  ?  What 
period  of  time  have  you  devoted  to  practical  anatomy  or  dissection  ? 
What  opportunities  have  you  had  to  witness  the  practice  of  medicine 
and  surgery  ?  What  opportunity,  if  any,  have  you  had  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  pharmacy  and  the  physical  properties  of  di  ugs  ? 

"  You  will  state,  on  your  honor,  whether  you  are  obnoxious  to  any 
hereditary  disease  whatever  ;  especially  vvdiether  any  of  your  inmiediate 
family  has  sufi^ered  from  pulmonary  disease,  epilepsy,  insanity  or  paraly- 
sis;  and  you  will  also  state  whether  your  general  health  is  good,  and 
whether  you  are  free  from  constitutional  disease  and  local  affection,  such 
as  hernia,  &:c.  You  will  furnish  satisfactory  evidence  that  your  moral 
and  social  habits  and  character  are  good." 

The  reply  to  this  circular  not  only  furnishes  the  Board  with  the  in- 
formation asked  by  it,  but  gives  some  information  as  to  the  facility  of 
composition  and  knowledge  of  orthography  possessed  by  the  candidates; 
and  upon  these  points  many  fail.  If  the  reply  is  satisfactory,  the  candi- 
date is  then  furnished  with  a  single  sheet  of  foolscap,  and  a  professional 
subject,  upon  which  he  is  required  to  write  in  an  apartment  adjoining  that 
of  the  Board's  session. 

The  examinations  upon  surgery,  materia  medica  and  pharmacy,  are 
partially  practical — the  candidate  being  required  to  apply  various  dress- 
ings and  apparatus,  to  designate  the  medicines  and  preparations  set  be- 
fore him  unlabelled,  and  to  write  and  compound  prescriptions. 

Before  a  recent  Board,  one  gentleman  defined  a  lotion  to  be  "  a  kind 
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of  application,"  and  an  evaporating  lotion  "  one  which  does  not  evapo- 
rate." Another  confessed  his  ignorance  of  the  freezing  and  hoiling  points 
of  water,  and  contended  that  knowledge  upon  such  subjects  was  useless. 
One  candidate  determined  castor  oil  to  be  the  "  oil  of  castor,  an  animal." 
Another  located  the  solar  plexus  in  the  sole  of  the  foot.  All  these 
were  graduates. 

The  foregoing  facts  will,  we  think,  sufficiently  account  for  a  large 
rejection,  without  invoking  the  inference  of  political  disqualification. 

In  contradiction  to  the  idea  of  the  power  of  other  influences  than 
those  of  professional  qualification,  the  results  of  the  examinations  show 
those  to  be  most  successful  whose  energies  have  been  developed  and 
Aiculties  strengthened  under  a  continued  struggle  witli  necessity  and 
limited  means  ;  whilst  too  many,  aided  by  influential  friends,  possessed  of 
ample  means  and  all  the  facilities  these  control,  have  been  found  un- 
faithful servants  in  the  improvement  of  the  talents  placed  at  their 
disposal. 

The  medical  corps  of  the  navy,  in  its  insulated  position,  has  had  de- 
volved upon  it  the  unpleasant  responsibility  of  advocating  against  con- 
tending influences,  its  own  interests,  and  the  claims  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession to  respectability,  assailed  through  the  corps. 

Until  recently,  it  has  been  left  as  a  portion  of  a  military  body,  without 
any  defined  position,  being  dependent  for  its  social  standing,  and  the  re- 
spect awarded  its  members,  upon  the  individual  and  peculiar  views  of 
military  superiors  and  associates;  these  were  too  frequently  annoying  to 
the  medical  officers  and  derogatory  to  the  profession  of  which  they  are 
members. 

After  the  long-continued  and  arduous  eflbrts  of  the  medical  officers, 
the  executive  became  assured  of  the  injustice  of  their  position,  and  by 
a  general  order  issued  August,  1846,  they  were  assimilated  in  rank  with 
medium  classes  of  their  military  brethren  ;  and  certainly  not  placed  in  a 
higher  comparative  position  than  the  profession  of  medicine  can  justly 
claim.  The  "  order  "  merely  defines  position  and  confers  no  military 
authoiity.  Opposition  has,  however,  been  made  to  this  arrangement  by 
a  portion  of  the  line,  and  at  its  instigation,  an  inquiry  instituted  upon  the 
floor  of  Congress,  with  the  view,  it  is  believed,  to  attempt  to  revoke  the 
position  assigned  medical  officers  in  the  navy. 

Such  is  the  existing  state  of  interests,  which  we  feel  it  our  duty, 
through  the  medium  of  this  Association,  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the 
profession  of  which  we  form  a  small  and  isolated  portion. 


DISEASE  OF  THE  APPENDIX   CMCl   CURED  BY  OPERATION. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  Mr.  Hancock, 
President  of  the  Society,  related  the  following  case.  It  appeared  to  him, 
he  said,  to  be  of  value,  from  its  presenting  a  mode  of  treatment  which 
might  be  advantageously  pursued  in  certain  stages  and  forms  of  mischief 
resulting  from  the  presence  of  in)pacted  faeces  or  foreign  substances, 
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either  in  llie  Ccecum  or  its  appendix,  which  have  hitherto  for  the  most 
part,  if  not  invariahly.  proved  fatal.  He  said  that  ahscesses  of  the  ab- 
domen, connected  with  the  caecum  or  large  intestines,  and  attended  with 
fluctuation,  had,  from  time  to  time,  been  opened  ;  but  he  was  not  ac- 
quainted with  any  instance  in  which  an  operation  had  been  attempted 
under  tlie  circumstances  detailed  in  the  following  case,  and  where  the 
result  liad  been  so  entirely  satisfactory.  In  the  cases  recorded,  the  pre- 
sence of  fluctuation  has  proved  the  existence  of  matter,  but  the  following 
detail  will  show  that  we  should  not  always  wait  for  this  unequivocal  sign. 
Patients  do  not  always  live  until  the  disease  has  progressed  thus  far  ;  ihey 
frequently  sink  and  die  without  any  further  symptoms  than  those  of  in- 
flammation of  the  part ;  ar)d  it  is  to  this  class  of  cases  that  the  treat- 
ment here  related  appears  most  applicable. 

I  was  requested,  on  Saturday,  15th  April,  1848,  to  see  a  lady  aged 
30,  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Chowne  and  Mr.  Diamond.  She  was  of 
delicate  constitution,  having  been  a  seven  months'  twin.  She,  about 
twelve  years  since,  received  an  injury  to  the  spine  whilst  playing  at 
cricket  with  her  brothers,  which  confined  her  to  her  bed  for  about  nine 
months.  Eventually  the  only  bad  symptoms  remaining,  were  partial  pa- 
ralysis of  the  lower  intestines,  so  that  the  bowels  were  never  effectually 
relieved  without  the  aid  of  an  enema,  and  severe  occasional  attacks  of 
pain,  for  which  she  took  large  doses  of  laudanum.  She  married  about 
five  years  after  the  receipt  of  the  injury,  and  her  pregnancies  have 
always  been  attended  throughout  with  violent  sickness  and  ill  health.  In 
April,  1848,  she  was  pregnant  with  her  fifth  child  ;  the  sickness  had 
been  most  violent  and  distressing  during  the  whole  time,  opium,  hydro- 
cyanic acid,  and  the  usual  remedies,  failing  to  give  her  any  relief.  On 
the  3d,  after  riding  out  for  an  liour,  she  felt  an  unusual  dragging  and 
pain  in  the  right  side,  obliging  her  to  keep  her  bed,  and  to  lake  opiates. 
On  the  7th  she  was  suddenly  seized  with  labor,  and  delivered  of  a  small 
male  child  six  or  seven  weeks  before  the  full  time,  which  only  lived 
about  twenty  hours.  The  next  day  (the  8th),  whilst  turning  in  bed, 
she  felt  a  severe  pain  in  the  groin,  as  she  described,  as  of  something  having 
snapped  asunder,  and  Horn  that  time  she  continued  to  sutler  gieatly  in 
the  whole  inguinal  region  ;  but  as  the  pulse  continued  about  90,  and 
there  was  no  particular  tenderness  on  pressure,  nothing  was  done  but 
the  administration  of  sedatives.  On  the  lOlh,  the  pain  was  more  acute, 
and  a  slight  hard  swelling  could  distinctly  be  traced  hii^h  up  in  the  in- 
guinal region  ;  bowels  had  been  slightly  relieved  by  the  enema.  Six 
leeches  were  applied  over  the  spot,  and  subsequently  warm  fomentations, 
which  were  also  applied  over  the  labia,  the  lochia  having  ceased,  and 
the  urine  being  very  scanty.  She  continued  much  the  same  until  the 
1 3th  (a  blister  having  been  applied  on  tlie  11th)  ;  the  cord-like  swelling 
could  now  be  felt  tnore  distinctly,  and  the  tenderness  extended  over  the 
whole  abdomen.  On  the  14th,  Dr.  Chowne  first  saw  her  in  consulta- 
tion. Her  tongue  was  brown  ;  pulse  about  90  ;  tenderness  and  pain  the 
same  ;  bowels  not  relieved  by  the  usual  enema.  A  dose  of  six  grains 
of  calomel  was  prescribed  for  her,  to  be  followed  by  three  grains  every 
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two  hours,  until  slie  had  taken  twelve  grains.  At  the  end  of  twelve 
hours  the  bowels  were  only  slightly  acted  upon  by  enema.  Fomenta^ 
tions  continued,  with  saline  and  opiate  mixture.  1  first  saw  her  on  the 
15th  ;  she  was  then  complaining  of  intense  pain  in  the  right  inguinal 
region;  could  not  bear  any  pressure  on  the  part ;  the  whole  abdomen, 
which  was  tympanitic,  was  tender  on  pressure,  but  not  sufficiently  so  to 
be  very  urgent.  She  had  observed  a  swelling  in  this  situation  before  her 
pregnancy  ;  but  previous  to  her  confinement  it  had  not  caused  her  any 
uneasiness.  From  the  slight  examination  which,  on  account  of  the  sore- 
ness of  the  blister,  I  was  enabled  to  make,  I  was  disposed  to  suspect 
mischief  about  the  cajcum  or  its  appendix,  but  as  the  symptoms  were 
not  very  urgent,  it  was  agreed  to  continue  the  opiates,  and  apply  poul- 
tices over  the  part  until  we  met  again  on  the  17th. 

April  16th. — Not  so  well  ;  pain  more  acute;  more  decided  signs  of 
peritonitis. 

17th. — Much  worse  than  when  we  last  saw  her.  Her  countenance 
anxious  ;  nose  pinched ;  pulse  intermittent  and  running  ;  sickness  very 
troublesome  ;  tongue  brown  in  centre ;  had  obtained  no  sleep,  although 
thirty  grains  of  the  solution  of  bi-meconate  of  morphia  had  been  given 
every  three  hours.  Skin  cold  and  clammy  ;  complained  of  great  pain 
and  fits  of  shivering,  which  were  most  violent,  and  from  their  frequency 
had  prevented  her  sleeping  ;  bowels  scarcely  reliev'ed  by  enema. 

The  blistered  surface  having  healed  up,  a  more  decided  examination 
could  be  made.  The  cord-like  swelling  already  alluded  to  was  more 
apparent,  but  too  close  to  the  spine  of  the  ilium  to  be  an  inguinal  hernia  ; 
there  was  also  thickening  and  hardness  extending  outwards  towards  the 
ilium,  where  she  complained  most  of  pain.  As  she  was  evidently  sink- 
ing, and  the  previous  treatment  had  been  of  no  avail,  I  proposed  to 
make  an  incision  fiom  the  spine  of  the  ilium  to  the  inner  side  of  the  In- 
ternal abdominal  ring  over  the  hardened  spot,  so  that  if  it  were  intestine 
or  omentum,  it  could  be  freed  ;  or  if,  as  we  thought  more  probable,  mat- 
ter had  collected  in  the  right  iliac  fossa,  it  could  be  let  out,  and  thus  give 
our  patient  a  chance  of  recovery.  This  having  been  agreed  to  by  Dr. 
Chowne  and  Mr.  Diamond,  who  attended  the  case  with  me  throughout ; 
the  patient  was  put  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  an  incision 
about  four  inches  long  made  inwards  from  the  spine  of  the  ilium  above 
Poupart's  ligament,  but  as  close  to  it  as  possible.  Upon  opening  into 
the  abdomen,  a  quantity  of  excessively  offensive  turbid  serum,  with 
fibrinous  flocculi,  poured  out,  mixed  with  air  globules,  and  also  patches 
of  false  membrane.  She  was  directed  to  be  turned  on  her  side,  that  the 
discharge  might  freely  escape  ;  a  poultice  to  be  applied,  and  to  take  an 
opiate. 

We  a^ain  saw  her  at  10  o'clock  that  evenino^ ; — her  abdomen  was  then 
very  tympanitic  and  painful  ;  pulse  120  ;  skin,  however,  warmer  than 
before  the  operation  ;  the  wound  has  discharged  very  freely,  the  fluid  be- 
ing most  offensive. 

To  take  morphia  with  carbonate  of  ammonia  every  four  hours,  and  to 
have  a  starch  enema,  with  five  drachms  of  sedative  liquor  of  opium. 
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18tii. — Better;  has  passed  a  more  quiet  rili^ht ;  wound  discharges 
freely  a  tuibid  serous  fluid  ;   howels  have  been  relieved  by  enema. 
Tonn;ue  white  ;  pulse  120  ;  suffers  from  spasmodic  twitchings  of  body.  ;| 
Abdomen  very  tender  over  the  whole  surface,  and  slightly  swollen. 

To  continue  the  sedative  draughts,  each  containing  sixty  minims  of  the 
solution  of  morphia,  every  three  hours,  with  starch  enema,  with  six 
drachms  of  solution  of  opium  at  night. 

May  1st. — Has  gone  on  Aivorably  up  to  this  date  ;  the  opiate  ene- 
mata  have  been  omitted,  but  the  opiate  draughts  continued,  with  occa- 
sional small  doses  of  calomel,  which  have  greatly  controlled  the  sickness. 
She  has  been  allowed  as  much  nourishment  as  she  will  take,  but  her  ap- 
petite continues  bad.  She  has  also  had  wine,  brandy,  and  bottled  stout 
from  time  to  time,  the  discharge  being  large  in  quantity,  thin,  watery,  and 
very  offensive ;  the  abdomen  has  become  soft  and  painless  on  pressure. 
To-day  she  is  not  so  well,  suffering  great  pain  about  the  wound,  which 
is  inflamed,  and  the  edges  sloughy.  Ordered  warm  fomentations  to  be 
applied  continually  over  the  whole  surface  of  the  abdomen. 

2d. — Her  sleep  has  been  much  disturbed  by  acute  pain  around  the 
wound  ;  discharge  thinner,  greenish,  and  very  offensive.  Upon  carefully 
examining  the  wound,  a  small  round  ball  of  faecal  matter,  surrounded  by 
calcareous  deposit,  was  discovered,  and  upon  further  examination,  a 
second  piece  excavated  on  one  side,  evidently  forming  a  cup  for  the 
former  piece,  and  which,  from  their  size,  I  should  imagine  had  been  im- 
pacted in  and  escaped  by  ulceration  from  the  appendix  vermiformis.  A 
large  quantity  of  hard  fgeculent  matter  passed  per  anum  after  the  enema. 

To  continue  the  nourishing  diet  ;  and,  as  profuse  perspirations  have 
come  on,  to  take  disulphate  of  quinine,  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  infusion 
of  roses  with  opiate  at  bed-time.  She  got  well  from  this  date  ;  the  dis- 
charge gradually  improving  in  quality. 

In  some  remarks  upon  this  case,  Mr.  Hancock  referred  to  the  fre- 
quency of  operations  on  the  abdomen  of  late,  particularly  in  cases  of 
ovarian  disease,  many  of  which  had  been  successful.  As  far  as  he 
knew,  the  instance  related  was  the  only  one  on  record  of  an  operation 
of  the  kind,  under  the  circumstances  detailed.  He  should  not  argue,  or 
draw  general  conclusions  from  a  solitary  case,  but  he  thought  that  it,  at 
all  events,  would  justify  us  in  having  recourse  to  such  a  procedure  in 
cases  of  peritonitis,  when  all  other  means  had  failed,  and  without  which 
death  was  inevitable.  He  contended  that  the  typhoid  condition  into 
which  patients  affected  with  peritoneal  inflammation  fell,  did  not  depend 
upon  the  violence  of  the  disease,  but  upoti  the  acrid  nature  of  the  effused 
fluid,  the  removal  of  which  he  thought  the  only  chance  of  saving  the 
patient. — Lancet. 


ENOCH  HALE,  M.D  ,  M  M  S.S.,  A  A.S.,  Ac. 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Dr.  Hale  died  in  this  city,  Sunday,  the  12th  inst.,  aged  58.  He  was 
born  in  West  Hampton,  in  this  State,  and  received  his  early  education 
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there.  He  was  of  feeble  health  in  early  life,  and  had  symptoms  of  grave 
pulmonary  lesion,  cough  and  hemoptysis  being  among  these.  For  health 
he  left  home  and  went  to  New  Haven,  and  there  attended  Prof.  Sillinian's 
lectures,  and  devoted  himself  to  the  study  of  chemistry.  Returning  home 
with  his  health  much  improved,  he  began  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr. 
Hooker.  He  came  to  Boston,  was  a  pupil  of  Drs.  Bigelow  and  Warren, 
attended  the  lectures  in  the  Med.  College  of  Cambridge  University,  and 
was  graduated  Doctor  in  Medicine,  Aug.  20,  1813.  His  inaugural  disser- 
tation was  entitled  "  Experiments  on  the  production  of  Animal  Heat  by 
Respiration."  It  was  published,  and  called  forth  a  paper  in  reply,  from 
Mr.,  afterwards  Sir  Benj.  C.  Brodie,  entitled  "  Remarks  on  Dr.  Hale's 
opinions  on  Animal  Heat."  It  appeared  in  the  London  Medical  and 
Physical  Jouriial.  It  was  occasioned  by  Dr.  Hale's  statement  that  he 
had  repeated  Mr.  Brodie's  expeiiments,  and  had  met  with  very  different 
results.  Mr.  B.  objects  that  Dr.  H.'s  experiments  were  not  "  exact 
repetitions  of  his."  Dr.  Hale  meets  the  objections  in  detail,  and  replies 
to  them  with  perfect  courtesy,  but  with  arguments  w  hich  seem  to  show 
very  satisfactorily  that  the  alleged  differences  in  the  details  of  the  experi- 
ments, in  the  animals  used,  and  the  omission  of  certain  processes  employ- 
ed by  Mr.  Biodie,  do  not  at  all  invalidate  his  conclusions.  This  discus- 
sion of  some  of  the  most  important  and  obscure  physiological  phenome- 
na, by  a  scholar  and  physiologist,  and  a  medical  student  just  graduated, 
and  the  importance  attacl)ed  to  his  earliest  professional  work,  show  how 
faithful  had  been  our  friend  to  study,  and  how  successful  he  had  been  in 
the  use  of  the  best  means  of  medical  knowledge. 

Dr.  Hale  went  to  Gardiner,  in  the  then  District  of  Maine,  and  there 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  It  was  his  great  privilege  to  form 
an  acquaintance  with  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  who  had  devoted  the  leis- 
ure of  a  long  life,  and  a  highly  cultivated  mind,  to  the  study  of  medicine 
and  of  its  collateral  sciences.  I  mean  Dr.  Benjamin  Vaughan.  Dr. 
Vaughan  had  an  excellent  library,  and  enjoyed  a  large  correspondence 
with  the  scientific  men  of  England.  Dr.  Hale  had  access  to  these  trea- 
sures of  useful  knowledge,  and  was  faithful  in  his  use  of  them.  His  at- 
tention was  strongly  attracted  by  the  meteorological  phenomena  of  the 
new  region  of  his  residence.  He  studied  the  climate — its  temperature, 
which  for  coldness  far  exceeded  any  he  had  before  known — the  clouds, 
the  winds,  the  rain,  and  made  careful  note  of  his  observations.  In 
a  winter  of  extreme  severity.  Dr.  Hale,  with  his  aged  friend,  the  phi- 
losopher above  named,  watched  with  intense  interest  the  descent  of  the 
mercury  in  the  best  instruments  which  England  could  afford.  Dr.  H. 
placed  one  on  the  top  of  a  mast  of  a  vessel,  to  compare  its  markings  with 
others  on  a  level  with  the  water.  The  mercury  descended  steadily,  and 
just  as  it  was  reaching  its  own  freezing  point,  some  clouds  appeared  in 
that  till  then  brightest  of  northern  skies,  and  at  once  the  mercury  began 
to  rise,  and  thus  disappointed  our  observers  in  a  result  which  had  never 
occurred  in  that  region. 

This  anecdote  is  recorded  because  it  has  important  relations  with  the 
succeeding  history.    There  is  another  reason  :  meteorology  has  been 


336 


Enoch  Rale,  MB.,  M.M.S.S.,  Sfc. 


studied  by  all  civilized  ages  for  its  intimate  connection  with  the  health  and  | 
longevity  of  countries,  and  particularly  with  a  view  to  learn  the  causes  of  I 
wasting  diseases.  The  writings  of  Hippocrates  are  full  of  meteorologi- 
cal inquiries  and  records.  In  one  of  his  woiks  of  great  interest,  entitled 
"  Of  Air,  of  Water,  and  Situation,"  this  subject  has  special  notice.  Tac- 
itus also  has  much  to  this  point  in  his  account  of  epidemics ;  and  Syden- 
ham, in  his  invaluable  writings,  dwells  on  the  "  Constitution"  of  seasons 
as  among  the  circumstances  which  determine  their  healthfulness,  or  pro- 
duce epidemics.  Dr.  Hale,  indeed,  in  a  work  to  be  mentioned 
presently,  in  allusion  to  the  interest  so  long  taken  in  this  subject,  shows 
that  from  our  entire  ignorance  of  the  precise  atmospheiic  constitution  ^ 
which  may  deternjine  the  production  of  special  fliseases,  we  have  as  yet 
learned  little  conc^erning  its  agency.  Still  his  earnest  devotion  to  the 
subject  manifests  strongly  his  desire  lo  learn  what  that  agency  may  be. 
He  seems  never  to  have  lost  sight  of  this  subject  ;  for  when  he  came  to 
Boston,  and  entered  into  new  and  wider  fields  of  professional  duty  and 
interest,  he  still  found  time  to  pursue  his  old  study  of  the  skies,  and  their 
phenomena,  and  daily  to  make  record  of  what  he  observed.  So  much 
did  he  continue  to  think  of  this  matter,  that  he  leceived  an  appointment 
from  the  American  Academy,  of  which  he  was  a  most  zealous  member, 
to  keep  for  its  communications  meteorological  tables,  embiacing  the  most 
valuable  points,  and  which  have  been  regularly  published  in  its  Trans- 
actions. 

An  epidemic  called  spotted  fever,  which  had  visited  much  of  the  inte- 
rior of  New  England,  and  which  everywhere  l)ad  been  very  ffital,  appear- 
ed in  Gardiner,  and  at  once  arrested  the  attention  of  Dr.  Hale.  His 
friend,  Dr.  Vaughan,  also  took  a  deep  interest  in  the  subject.  Dr.  Hale 
examined  this  disease  with  the  greatest  care,  both  in  regard  lo  itself,  and 
to  the  various  circumstances  which  might  have  influenced  its  chciracter. 
He  made  daily  record  of  the  cases  which  came  under  his  care  oi'  obser- 
vation, and  especially  observed  the  results  of  treatment.  Here  were  ma- 
terials for  a  very  important  work  on  the  epidemic,  and  Dr.  H.  availed  him- 
self of  them,  and  soon  published  an  octavo  volume*  of  between  two  and 
three  hundred  pages,  which  justly  takes  its  place  among  the  best  v^'oiks 
in  this  department  of  medical  literature.  In  a  contemporary  medical  peri- 
odical occurs  the  following  passage  in  a  review  of  Dr.  H.'s  work. 

"  Dr.  Hale,  in  his  history  of  the  epidemic  which  appeared  in  the  town 
of  his  residence  in  1814,  has  given  a  careful  and  exact  report  of  his 
clinical  experience  with  the  disease.  This  work,  when  compared  with 
others  which  bear  a  similar  title,  is  distinguished  by  the  minuteness  and 
fidelity  with  which  the  author  has  recorded  his  observations,  and  the  indus- 
try with  which  he  has  extended  them  during  a  course  of  active  and  labo- 
rious professional  duty.  As  a  perspicuous  and  philosophic  history  of  a 
disease,  it  will  be  a  valuable  accession  to  the  library  of  the  medical  prac- 
titioner."! 


*  "  History  and  Description  of  an  Epidemic  Fever,  commonly  callct  Spotted  Fever,  which 
prevailed  at  Gardiner,  Maine,  in  the  spring-  of  1814.    By  E.  Hale",  Jr.,  M.D.,  M.M.S.S.,  &lc." 
t  New  England  Medical  Journal,  vol.  viii.,  1819,  p.  I'S  k 
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The  next  contributions  of  Dr.  Hale,  of  considerable  extent,  were  two 
dissrrtations  which  received  the  Boylston  Prize  in  Harvard  University — 
the  first  in  1819,  "On  the  Communication  between  the  Stomach  and  the 
Urinary  Organs,"  ;  the  second  in  1821,  "On  the  Propriety  of  i\dmi- 
nisterinir  Tvledicine  by  Injection  into  the  Veins."  These  Dissertations 
were  both  of  them  founded  on  experiments,  and  the  last  has  tlie  singu- 
lar interest  of  presenting  the  effects  of  injecting  a  cathartic  medicine,  cas- 
tor oil,  into  tlie  veins  of  a  human  subject,  and  he  the  author  of  tlie  Essay. 
Dr.  Hale  was  not  aware,  when  lie  made  his  experiment,  that  any  similar 
one  had  been  made.  He  learned  aiterwards  that  Fabricius  and  Smith 
had  made  a  like  one.  There  was  little,  however,  in  their  experiment  to 
teach  him  what  to  expect  from  his,  or  to  diminish  any  apprehension  he 
might  have  had  of  its  i-esults.  He  injected  about  half  an  ounce  of  oil 
into  a  vein  in  the  left  arm.    The  following  are  his  conclusions. 

"  '  From  a  review,'  says  Dr.  Hale,*  at  the  conclusion  of  the  detail  of 
his  experiments,  '  of  the  observations  which  have  been  presented,  I 
think  it  may  be  regarded  as  established,  that  in  general,  the  operation 
of  emetics  and  cathartics  on  the  stomach  and  bowels  is  the  same  when 
they  are  injected  into  a  vein,  as  it  is  when  they  are  received  into  the 
stomach,  with  the  exception  that  their  action  is  much  more  speedy  and 
energetic.  In  my  own  case,  although  no  cathartic  eifect  was  actually 
jiroduced  by  the  oil  that  was  thrown  into  the  vein,  yet  the  injection  was 
ibllowed  by  symptoms  which  are  the  natural  result  of  an  insufficient 
dose  of  a  mild  cathartic.  Even  the  subsequent  costiveness  might  na- 
turally enough  be  ascribed  to  this  cause.  It  was  my  intention,  when  I 
began  this  experiment,  to  have  provided  a  perfect  standard  of  compari- 
son for  the  action  of  the  oil  in  the  bloodvessels,  by  taking  the  same 
quantity  into  the  stomach,  as  soon  as  the  effects  of  the  first  had  wholly 
passed  away.  But  those  who  know  the  reluctance  which  we  unavoidably 
ieel  to  encounter  anything  which  has  been  the  medium  of  inflicting  a 
considerable  degree  of  suffering,  will  not  be  surprised  that  I  have  little 
inclination  to  p^ursue  the  expeiiment.  As  it  is,  the  effect  on  the  bowels, 
although  it  was  incomplete,  was  too  decided  and  characteristic,  to  leave 
any  room  to  doubt  that  it  was  produced  by  the  oil.  And  this  conclusion 
is  entlrelv  in  acooi'dance  with  the  results  of  the  numerous  experiments 
of  Oifila,  Brodie  and  Magendie,  on  the  smaller  animals.'  Pp.  P25,  126." 

Notvv  ithstanding  this,  however,  Dr.  H.  concludes  against  the  safety  and 
propriety  of  the  practice  in  the  human  subject. 

His  next  published  work  is  entitled  "Observations  on  the  Typlioid 
Fever  of  New  England.  Read  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Massachusetts 
Medical  Society, 'May  29,  1839.  By  Enoch  Hale,  M.D.,  Attending 
Physician  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital."  The  object  of  this 
discourse  may  be  learned  from  the  following  extract.  "  Since  the  close 
of  1835,  as  well  as  for  the  two  or  three  years  preceding,  the  obst?rva- 
tions  made  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  and  some  cases  ob- 
served in  private  practice,  enable  us  to  collect  a  considerable  number  of 


*  Mew  England  i^]cdical  Jourrial,  vol.  xi.,  n,  174. 
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facts  in  relation  to  this  additional  branch  of  inquiry.  The  results  of 
tliese  observations  I  now  offer  to  the  Society."  Following  this  are  the 
facts,  the  observations,  and  the  inductions,  which  constitute  the  work  an 
important  addition  to  our  kno\\le(!;^e  of  typhoid  fever.  What  more  im- 
portant service  can  a  man  render  to  science,  than  to  verify  in  new  re- 
ii[iojis  the  observations  made  in  others,  concerning  the  most  common,  and 
grave  diseases — to  point  out  with  entire  accuracy  ai)y  modifications  which 
may  exist  in  diseases  mainly  the  same,  the  chances  of  life,  the  appropriate 
treatment?  Dr.  Hale  has  accomplislied  his  j)urpose  in  this  work  with  the 
same  fidelity  to  fact,  and  sound  reasoning,  which  characteiizes  all  his 
other  elfoits  to  promote  medical  science.  It  will  be  perceived  that  Dr. 
Hale  was  one  of  the  medical  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  General  Hos- 
pital when  he  wrote  his  Essay  on  Typhoid  Fever.  This  fact  is  lecuired 
to  in  this  brief  historical  sketch  of  his  life,  because  it  is  amojig  the  evi- 
dences of  the  estimation  in  which  he  was  ludd  here  by  the  Trustees 
of  that  noble  institution — men  whose  confidence  in  others  is  most  jnstly 
respected  by  the  comnuniily  to  whose  service  they  fully  and  cheerfully 
devote  so  much  time.  Besides  the  writings  here  enumerated,  Dr.  Hale 
was  constantly  offering  to  the  profession  medical  papers  in  the  different 
Journals  and  Reviews  in  the  country,  on  subjects  of  professional  and  public 
interest.  Few  amongst  us  have  done  more  than  he  has  in  this  way  to 
benefit  his  profession,  and  especially  to  show  how  strong  has  been  his  in- 
terest in  good  and  useful  science,  and  how  faithful  his  effort  to  promote 
it.  To  one  of  these  papers  reference  may  be  veiy  properly  made.  It 
is  entitled,  "  Remarks  on  the  Typhus  Fever  of  this  Climate,"  and  was 
published  in  the  Medical  Magazine,  Vol.  H.,  Dec,  1&33.  This  is  a 
paper  of  great  interest.  It  gives  the  anatomical  lesion  of  typhoid  fever, 
the  infilannnation  of  Peyer's  patches,  with  great  distinctness,  describing 
them  in  their  usual  situation  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  cascum.  This 
paper  contains  the  case  of  Spurzheim,  who  died  in  Boston  of  the  fever 
under  notice.  Many  other  cases  are  given,  with  the  morbid  appearances 
when  death  occurred.  Tiie  lesions  compare  remarkably  with  those 
described  by  Louis  in  typhoid,  atuJ  show  how  nearly  related  are  the 
fevers  of  Paris  and  of  Boston.  Dr.  Hale's  paper  is  among  the  earliest, 
if  not  the  very  earliest,  contributions  to  the  pathology  of  fever  in  which 
its  specific,  the  anatomical  lesions,  are  distinctly  pointed  out,  amongst  us. 

Dr.  Hale  left  Maine  and  came  to  Boston,  and  at  once  entered  on  the 
duties  of  his  profession  here.  He  was  appointed  a  physician  to  the  Boston 
Dispensary,  a  most  excellent  institution,  which  has  been  alike  useful  to 
those  for  whose  benefit  it  was  established,  and  to  the  medical  men  at- 
tached to  it.  Relations  were  formed  at  that  early  time  in  his  career, 
many  of  which  survived  long  after  the  service  ceased,  showing  how  grate- 
ful the  service  had  been.  How  many  of  those  who  now  fill  tiie  highest 
places  in  the  public  confidence,  and  who  have  most  largely  known  its 
results,  may  look  back  to  the  eaily  days  and  nights  of  toil,  of  care  and 
anxiety,  of  dispensary  practice,  as  the  starting  point  of  their  best  prac- 
tical experience,  and  as  the  real  souice  of  their  present  elevated  position? 
When  tliey  and  Dr.  Hale  had  charge  of  the  sick  poor,  the  town  was  di- 
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vlded  into  but  two  or  tliree  districts,  and  the  medical  attendant  bad  a  very 
large  service  assigned  bini.  But  tliey  went  tbrough  it  as  tfiorougbly  and 
as  laithfully  as  others  now  do,  who  have  connparatively  a  smaller  public 
burthen  upon  their  hands. 

Any  enumeration  of  the  labors  of  Dr.  Hale  for  his  profession,  and  the 
public,  would  be  imperfect,  if  his  services  to  our  Medical  Society  were 
left  unnoticed.  In  this  labor  was  his  great  pleasure.  He  gave  himself 
to  the  interest  of  the  Society  without  stint  of  lime  or  reserve  of  effort.  He 
thought  its  success  was  the  best  security  of  the  community  from  irregular 
and  uneducated  medical  aspirants.  He  saw  in  it  a  great  association  of 
the  scientific  men  of  the  Commonwealth.  He  knew  that  the  Society 
had  always  been  ready,  in  every  public  emergency  which  had  demanded 
its  interest,  to  do  all  in  its  power  for  the  j)ublic  good.  Vaccination  at 
once  received  its  attention,  and  authoritv.  The  Asiatic  cholera  also  was 
made  an  object  of  its  special  and  laborious  inquiry.  Dr.  Hale  saw  in 
the  Society  a  scientific  police,  ever  watchful  for  the  best  good  of  the 
State — for  that  of  tlie  individual,  by  seeing  that  medical  education  was 
provided  for  ;  and  for  that  of  the  people,  by  titnely  learning  the  best  means 
of  tlie  widest  and  most  permanent  public  healtli.  Dr.  Hale,  \n  his  la- 
bors for  the  Society,  had  often  more  at  heart,  it  may  be,  than  at  the  mo- 
ment occupied  some  of  his  colleagues,  and  may  have  distiubed  individual 
serenity  by  the  effort  he  made  to  carry  his  object.  But  even  here,  when 
you  a!ialyzed  his  pui'pose,  and  his  method,  yon  could  hardly  fail  to  see 
that  they  deserved  the  care  bestowed  on,  and  the  interest  demanded  for 
them.  You  might  feel  weary  at  the  detail,  and  wish  the  work  over  ;  but 
you  could  hardly  fail  to  see  that  it  was  necessary,  and  that  he  who  did  it 
deserved  your  thanks.  We  all  know  at  what  cost  this  labor,  which  had 
its  wliole  reward  in  itself,  was  done  by  Dr.  Hale.  His  eyes  were  so  much 
injured  by  it,  that  they  at  length  became  almost  useless,  so  that  in  his  latest 
years  he  hardly  used  them  at  all.  Thus  at  a  lime  of  life  when  experi- 
ence and  observation  had  done  most  to  enable  him  to  do  im[)ortant  works 
for  his  profession,  and  which  his  literary  habits  so  well  fiited  him  to  accom- 
plish, he  sat  in  his  study  with  his  tools  around  him,  unable  to  take  them 
in  his  hand,  or  to  record  what  the  busy  day  had  made  his  own.  It  was  a 
faithful  service  to  his  whole  profession,  this  devotion  of  our  friend  to  the 
Society.  How  clieerfully  would  his  fi lends  have  rewarded  it,  by  placing 
him  at  the  head  of  the  Society  I  How  honored  is  it  in  the  remembrance 
and  the  gratitude  of  those  who  recognized  it  in  his  life,  and  who  do  not 
now  forget  it  at  his  tomb  ! 

Few  liave  practised  physic  amongst  us  under  circumstances  of  so  much 
difficulty  as  has  Dr.  Hale.  For  years  he  has  suffered  from  what  he  re- 
garded a  neuralgic  affection,  which  made  pain,  and  often  veiy  severe 
pain,  his  constant  attendant.  He  did  not  complain  of  it,  and  he  never 
omitted  active  duty  for  it.  You  saw  him  in  all  seasons,  and  at  all  hours, 
in  the  streets,  and  at  work  as  if  nothing  troubled  him.  At  times  dropsical 
effusions  occurred  in  his  lower  limbs,  the  seat  of  his  neuralgia,  and  added 
greatly  to  his  discomfort.  As  the  disease  made  progress,  other  symptoms 
were  developed.  The  heart  became  disturbed  in  its  functions,  and  breath- 
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\nff  began  lo  be  embarrassed.  These  and  other  contingent  or  sym- 
pathetic afTeclioiis  rajjidly  succeeded  each  other,  and  made  active  life 
£nore  or  less  constantly  painfid.  At  length  great  suffering  came  on,  es|)e- 
cially  at  night,  making  it  necessary  to  resort  lo  various  treatment  to  pro- 
cure rest.  Opium  was  used,  and  chloroform,  and  eleclro-magnetisn),  and 
from  each  benefit  was  derived.  Nothing  which  occurred  kept  him  from 
iiis  daily  work.  He  oniitted  no  duty  whicli  it  was  possible  for  him  to  per- 
form. On  the  Tuesday  before  his  death,  and  in  his  great  infirmity, 
when  the  slowest  walking  almost  deprived  him  of  breath,  he  went 
to  the  polls  and  voted.  He  went  as  a  citizen  to  do  liis  most  im- 
portant duty  to  the  State.  He  went  iti  the  conviction  of  the  sacredness 
of  that  public  office,  and  perfDrmed  it.  I  honor  him  for  it.  1  ask  not 
liow  he  voted,  whether  with  me  or  against  me.  I  honor  such  an  act,  be- 
cause to  him  it  was  rigiit — and  was  done  amid  circumstances  which  gave 
to  it  dignity,  and  claimed  for  it  reverence.  It  was  only  tliree  days  to  his 
death  hour,  that  he  omitted  his  visits  to  tlie  sick.  These  were  his  latest 
efforts.  Were  tliey  not  among  his  best  ?  A  very  short  time  before  his 
death.  Dr.  Hale  stopped  at  a  friend's  house  to  rest.  He  had  walked  too 
far,  and  could  go  no  farther.  When  rested,  he  rose  lo  depart.  His 
ji'iend  asked  to  go  with  him.  At  first  he  refused,  saying  it  took  him  a 
great  while  lo  walk  home,  and  he  would  not  fuigue  him.  His  friend, 
however,  went.  He  offered  his  arm.  "  O  no,"  said  the  doctor,  "  you 
cannot  keep  step  with  me,  and  the  least  jar  affects  most  painfully  my 
bi-eathing."  The  street  was  crowded,  and  people  at  ti»nes  biushed  against 
him,  and  so  feeble  was  he  that  he  would  be  turned  quite  round  by  the  slight 
shock.  "  See,"  said  he,  "  what  a  feeble  body  am  1  ;  that  little  child  al- 
most upset  me."  You  see,  here,  reader,  how  great  was  the  bodily  infirmity, 
but  liow  manly  was  the  spirit.  Tiiere  was  no  complaint  in  a  word  that 
was  said.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  uttered  with  a  smile.  It  was  in 
so  much  weakness  he  worked  almost  lo  tlie  day  of  his  death.  It  was 
death  only  which  took  him  off  fiom  his  daily,  ])ainful,  wearisome  toil. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say  a  word  of  the  character  of  Di".  Hale. 
It  is  in  his  life.  In  his  written  woid.  In  his  daily  woik.  He  was  a 
man  of  courtesy  and  true  kindness.  He  recognized  the  claims  of  others, 
and  satisfied  them.  He  was  a  gentleman.  He  was  a  decided  man.  He 
formed  his  opinions  carefully,  and  he  kept  them.  If  his  were  the  ^e- 
nacem  propositi,^'  no  one  can  say  that  the  justum  was  far  away  from  it. 
You  may  say  that  he  was  dogmatic  in  llie  earnestness  of  his  devotion 
to  what  he  believed  truth  ;  but  you  will  not  call  him  unwisely  or  unjustly 
prejudiced.  Dr.  Hale  was  very  well  informed  in  his  profession,  and 
with  what  was  related  to  it.  He  was  a  thinker  as  well  as  a  student,  and 
we  have  seen  in  what  good  works  these  essential  conditions  of  scientific 
and  literary  character  resulted.  He  was  faithful  to  the  (daims  of  the 
sick,  whatever  their  social  position.  He  abhorred  quackery,  and  this 
whether  of  ignorance  or  of  learning.  When  found  with  the  latter,  he 
could  not  always  separate  from  it  the  idea  that  the  quackery  was  as- 
simied  for  other  than  the  most  honorable  or  useful  purposes,  and  he 
treated  it  accordingly.    Dr.  Hale  was  an  honest  man.    He  was  honest  in 
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sentiment  and  in  purpose.  He  had  little  or  no  tohM'ance  for  what  he 
tliouLjIit  unfair  ;  and  any  believed  misuse  or  abuse  of  trusts  he  resolutely 
opposed,  however  active  or  however  stroiij^  was  tlie  ai^ency  by  which  tlie 
wrong  was  attempted  to  bo  consummated.  These?  were  not  the  ele- 
ments of  popularity.  You  could  hardly  make  a  very  j)opular  man  out 
of  such.  But  for  (he  honor  and  , exctreding  praise  of  humanity,  there 
are  men  who  have  found  somethin;^  better  worth  livin^i  for  than  the 
present  Aime — nien  who  ai'e  ha[)py  and  satisfied  to  flo  that  which  may 
live  after  them,  and  the  m(;mory  and  tlie  use  of  which  can  only  be  for 
good.  Dr.  {lule  enjoyed  lif<' — the  best  thank-ofTering  for  livluir.  lie 
was  social,  and  hospitable,  for  he  would  contribute  to  the  pleasure  of 
ot'iers,  as  well  as  his  own.  He  was  always  cheerful,  because  Ik;  was 
truly  hopeful.  He  look*^]  on  the  bright  side  of  disease  in  himself  and 
in  others  ;  and  if  he  laboi'ed  so  well  for  their  recovery,  he  never  (jues- 
lioned  his  own. 

Dr.  Flale  was  a  religious  man.  In  the  d.';velo[)UK!nt  of  th(^  religious 
sentiment  wa-  his  j)o\vcr.  It  was  k^'pt  activf^  Ijy  habitual,  flaily  devotion. 
It  influenced  his  whole  life,  making  him  an  (;arnest  student  and  a  failhful 
practitionei- — giving  him  strong  interest  in  all  wise  eflbil  to  extend  Chris- 
tianity in  distant  lands,  and  by  his  example  recouuDending  to  otheis  the 
religious  life.  In  his  religion  was  his  benevolence,  which  with  very  narrow 
fortune  led  fiirn  to  attempt  and  to  accomplish  most  important  objects.  In 
this  was  his  cheerfulness  in  suffering  and  all  trial  ;  and  out  of  liis  religion 
came  the  peace  and  the  hope  of  his  death  hour. 

Dr.  Hale  will  be  long  remembered  by  those  to  wh.ose  "sick  service" 
he  was  most  faithfully  devoted.  lie  will  be  remembered  by  his  |)rofes- 
sion,  for  his  many  and  valuable  contributions  to  its  literatuie.  And 
they,  too,  will  bear  him  in  faithful  memory,  who  for  so  matiy  years  have 
met  willi  him  once  a  montli,  '•'  to  interpose  a  little  ease"  in  the  midst 
and  pressure  of  professional  duties  which  tax  alike  body  and  minfl,  mak- 
ing sacrifice  the  rule  of  the  physician's  life,  and  giving  an  interest  and  a 
plea-^ure  to  the  excepted  houi-,  which  the  men  of  other  callings  hardly 
dream  of. 

Dr.  Hale,  it  has  been  seen,  was  in  active  busin(?ss  till  within  a  day  or 
two  of  his  death.  The  neuralgia  and  anasarca  disapj)eared  when  the 
thoracic  symptoms  manifested  themselves.  From  tl)is  time  his  sulTc'rings 
were  mainly  referred  to  the  chest,  the  heart  and  the  limgs  being  the  seat 
of  most  pressing  disturbance  and  sufFiring.  An  examination  was  made 
of  his  body  aft(T  death.  The  lesions  weie  great  and  numerous.  Aniong 
these  were  Brighfs  kidney.  It  will  be  recollected  that  oedema  disap- 
peared entirely  after  thoracic  disturbances  occurred,  Now  oedema  is 
commonly  associated  with  the  granular  kidney.  The  liver  was  much 
diseased.  It  was  small,  dense,  and  somewhat  resembling  cirrhosis.  In 
the  heart  was  found  by pL'rtrophy  of  the  left  ventricle,  and  the  foramen 
ovale  was  opc^n,  and  admitted  the  little  finger.  In  t[)e  right  side  of  chest, 
weie  ((mn(]  sixty-eight  ounces  of  serum,  with  a  trace  of  lymph.  Old 
pleurisy  existed  in  the  left  side,  or  its  results,  a  firmly  compressed  lung, 
and  about  twelve  ounces  of  serum.    No  other  lesions  were  discovered. 

W.  Channing. 
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CASK  OF  CONGENITAL  FISSURE  OF  THE  PALATE. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Mr.  F.,  ofN.  Hampshire,  a^red  18,  applied  to  me,  in  theautnmn  of  1846, 
with  a  congenital  fissure  of  the  palate.  His  voice  had  the  sound  peculiar  to 
these  openings,  causing  the  patient  much  mortification  ;  articulation  was 
very  indistinct,  and  at  times  unintelligible.  During  deglutition  food  and 
hquids  passed  freely  into  the  nose  ;  and  the  nasal  secretions  were  con- 
tinually passing  into  the  tnouth. 

He  had  applied  to  a  distinguish- 
ed surgeon,  who  informed  him  that 
the  opening  could  not  be  closed  by  a 
surgical  operation.  The  opening 
extended  nearly  the  whole  length 
of  the  hard  palate,  being  in  ex- 
tent one  and  a  half  inches,  and 
varying  in  width  from  three  fourths 


parts, 

figure  showing  the  upper  edge 
lower  edge  in  the  oral  cavity. 


of  an  inch  to  a  point,  the  point 
being  forwards.  The  hard  palate 
did  not  have  its  normal  direction, 
but  was  inclined  upwards  at  its  an- 
terior portion  at  an  angle  of  forty- 
five  degrees.  The  direction  and 
shape  of  the  opening  will  be  under- 
stood from  the  accompanying  wood- 
cut. The  edges  of  the  opening  -  .  , 
were  sniooth,  varying  in  thickness  from  an  eighth  to  one  fourth  ol  an  inch. 

The  object  in  this  case  was  not  only  to  close  the  congenital  opemng, 
but  to  restore  a  normal  direction  to  the  roof  of  the  mouth.  A  model 
was    taken  of  the  parts,   of  the  following  shape-the    top  ot  the 

in  the  nasal  cavity,  and  the  bottom  the 
From  this  impression 
in  this  mould  a  mineral 
which  was  afterwards  taken  out,  ena- 
melled the  color  of  the  mucous  membrane,  and  baked. 
In  order  to  compensate  for  the  shrinking  of  the  paste 
in  the  process  of  baking,  a  longitudinal  section  and 
several  transverse  sections  of  the  model  were  made, 
and  a  strip  added  of  sufficient  thickness  to  remedy  this. 

Immediately  on  the  insertion  of  this  artificial  palate,  the  voice  was 
very  much  improved;  and  continued  to  improve  while  the  patient  was 
under  my  care,  and  now  is  very  nearly  natural, 
necessary  to  distinguish  this  from  the  natural  ^palate.^ 
deglutition,  8ic.,were  completely  removed. 

allowed  it  to  be  inserted  easily  ;  and  the  portion  above  the  neck,  or  constric- 
tion caused  by  the  edge  of  the  opening,  being  larger  than  the  portion 
below,  firmlv  retained  it  in  place.  In  order,  however,  to  prevent  its  in- 
clining backwards  from  any  incidental  relaxation  of  the  soft  parts,  pre- 


a  mould  was 
paste  placefl 


made  ;  and 


A  close  examination  was 
The  difficulties  of 
Its  small  anterior  extremity 
or  c 
the 


Medical  Literature  in  Europe. 


343 


caution  was  taken,  before  the  hardening  of  the  preparation,  to  make  a 
hole  opposite  to  the  first  molar  teeth  for  the  insertion  of  a  vertical  screw, 
to  which  might  be  fixed  a  horizontal  narrow  gold  band,  attached  by  a 
clasp  to  the  first  molar  teeth.  This  apparently  complex,  but  really 
simple  apparatus,  could  be  easily  removed  and  replaced  by  the  patient. 

It  has  now  been  in  use  nearly  two  years,  and,  as  I  am  informed,  to 
the  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  patient.  The  models  and  a  duplicate  speci- 
men of  the  apparatus  will  be  shown  with  pleasure  to  any  one  interested 
in  oral  deformities.  VV.  T.  G.  Morton, 

Boston,  Nov.  1848.  19  Tremont  How. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    NOVEMBER   22,    1  3  4  8. 


Medical  Literature  in  Europe. — Since  the  commencement  of  political 
commotions  in  France,  in  February  last,  there  has  been  a  palpable  falling 
off  in  the  productions  of  medical  literature.  The  amount  is  both  small  and 
weak,  compared  with  that  before  the  revolution.  The  causes  which  have 
thus  interrupted  the  steady  progress  of  medical  inquiry  and  the  higher 
orders  of  philosophical  research  in  France,  have  obviously  been  extended 
over  the  continent.  How  is  it  possible  for  men  to  pursue  calm  and  profound 
investigations,  in  the  midst  of  national  conspiracies,  the  bombardment  of 
cities,  and  the  trampling  of  war  horses,  in  places  formerly  distinguished 
for  their  repose  and  the  regular  administration  of  affairs  ?  Thus  Germany, 
in  the  nature  of  things,  will  not  exhibit,  the  present  year,  any  approach  to 
the  professional  activity  of  former  times,  for  the  reason  that  the  nation  is 
convulsed  by  the  throes  of  a  mighty  struggle  for  liberty.  All  the  Journals 
from  these  countries  bear  indications  of  the  condition  of  society.  There  is 
a  hurried  manner  about  them,  that  shows  that  it  is  a  bad  time  for  reflection 
on  topics  which  should  alone  occupy  their  pages.  Cases  illustrative  of  the 
skill  of  the  surgeon,  and  hospital  reports,  are  as  graphic  and  instructive  as 
ever;  but  those  deep,  elaborate,  and  often  captivating  dissertations,  from  a 
class  of  journalists  who  have  been  in  the  habit  of  giving  the  leading  arti- 
cles in  foreign  medical  ppriodicals,  have  certainly  lost  some  of  their  ardor 
and  vividness.  Whenever  peace  reigns  within  their  borders,  the  same 
class  of  minds,  it  is  hoped,  will  again  pour  out  the  rich  accumulaiions  of 
their  experience  and  powerful  intellects. 

It  is  to  some  extent,  in  many  parts  of  Europe,  a  distinct  business  to  pro- 
vide scientific  periodicals  with  matter,  upon  the  same  principle  that  writers 
on  general  literature  furnish  columns  for  prominent  quarterlies  and  maga- 
zines. Those  who  criticize  keenly,  severely,  or  even  candidly  the  produc- 
tions of  others,  are  not  themselves  always  fjood  surgeons,  eminent  phy- 
sicians, or  master  spirits  in  any  branch  of  science,  however  dictatorial  or 
commendatory  they  may  appear  in  their  lucubrations.  They  are  paid  for 
praising  or  condemning — and  such  is  most  of  the  controlling  medical  litera- 
ture abroad.  As  a  general  observation,  there  is  soundness,  discretion,  and 
a  respectful  tone  in  the  analyses  of  authors ;  but,  if  those  who  sometimes 
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set  ihe  elements  of  wrath  in  motion  by  their  severity,  were  seen  by  the 
authors  who  feel  themselves  abused,  their  youth,  and  the  discovery  of  the 
fact  that  they  were  merely  hirelings,  not  always  capable  of  judging  cor- 
rectly upon  points  in  which  a  tone  of  authority  is  manifested,  would  turn 
the  feeling  of  wounded  pride  into  one  of  contempt.  It  is  hoped  that  the 
time  will  not  soon  arrive  among  us  when  our  running  medical  literature 
will  be  fashioned  according  to  the  prices  paid  for  services  rendered. 


Old  Aiithors — The  Sydenham  Society. — In  this  bustling  age,  when  the 
community  frowns  upon  a  man  who  dares  not  place  himself  in  the  onward 
current  with  those  who  do  everything  in  a  hurry,  the  class  of  old  authorities 
in  science,  and  particularly  in  medicine,  is  hardly  known  to  students.  This 
is  to  be  deplored,  since  one  of  the  distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  vene- 
rable authors  formerly  studied  by  our  profession,  was  their  fidelity  and 
accuracy  in  detail.  Whatever  they  wrote,  was  believed  by  them  to  be 
true  ;  and  many  of  the  works  that  have  come  down  to  us,  from  the  time  of 
Harvey  to  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  are  mainly  the  records  of 
fiicts,  and  such  as  may  be  depended  upon.  Those  who  have  the  curiosity 
to  search  the  pages  of  ancient  books  on  any  branch  of  medicine — and 
patiently  follow  the  statements,  constituting  a  preponderating  part  of  each, 
must  admit  that  close  observation,  thorough  scholarship,  and  an  ardent 
devotion  to  the  claims  of  humanity,  was  a  prominent  element  in  most  of 
them.  A  striking  difference  is  perceptible  between  the  fathers  of  medicine, 
who,  through  their  quaint  treatises,  speak  from  the  grave,  and  the  elegant 
and  accomplished  book-makers  of  the  present  day.  The  first  had  but  few 
theories,  while  the  latter  abound  in  them.  They  related  cases,  and  specified 
remedies,  as  far  as  they  were  positively  ascertained.  We  have  a  multitude 
of  theoretical  writers,  who  scarcely  appear  to  make  use  of  such  substantial 
things  as  facts,  to  sustain  positions. 

Considerations,  based  upon  reflections  of  this  kind,  in  regard  to  the 
intrinsic  value  of  old  authors,  must  have-led  to  the  organization,  in  London, 
of  the  Sydenham  Society,  which  is  actively  reproducing  those  buried  and 
forgotten  treasures  to  which  we  have  alluded,  in  new  and  inviting  forms. 
What  are  the  conclusions  to  which  the  reader  of  the  Sydenham  publica- 
tions is  brought  ?  That  we  are  not  so  wise  as  we  moderns  vainly  imagine, 
not  so  original  as  we  pretend.  In  surgery,  some  striking  advances  have 
been  made;  particularly  in  operations  on  the  eye,  in  the  excision  of  dis- 
eased bones,  in  the  management  of  ovarian  tumors,  &c.  Yet,  on  turning 
back  to  a  period  that  is  remote  in  the  history  of  the  art,  both  the  old  French 
and  English  surgeons  are  found  to  have  performed  operations  perhaps  as 
remarkable  as  any  in  the  annals  of  modern  progression.  For  this  reason, 
and  as  showing,  too,  where  advances  have  really  been  made  in  medical 
science,  it  strikes  us  that  the  republication,  by  the  Sydenham  Society,  of  a 
series  of  old  chirurgical  authors,  of  the  highest  order  in  the  estimation  of 
their  cotemporaries,  will  have  a  beneficial  influence. 


Moyikshood. — If  the  various  officinal  preparations  of  this  plant  actually 
possess  the  extraordinary  medicinal  properties  ascribed  to  them  by  some 
practitioners,  it  is  surprisinof  that  an  attempt  is  not  made  to  supply  the  de- 
mand at  a  cheaper  rate.  The  extract,  when  prescribed  and  furnished  by 
some  who  have  succeeded  in  establishing  an  unwarrantable  reputation  for 
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managing  diseases  of  the  eye,  is  the  dearest  article  in  the  materia  medica. 
Attempts  were  made  by  the  Canterbury  N.  H.  ShaUers,  some  years  since, 
to  raise  this  article,  but  without  success,  and  the  effort  was  abandoned  alto- 
gether. Some  question  has  arisen  in  regard  to  the  species  to  be  employed. 
By  referring  to  Dr.  Griffith's  edition  of  Christison's  recently  published 
Dispensatory,  all  that  is  essential  to  know  on  that  point  is  clearly  defined. 

Aside  from  the  mysticism  that  evidently  plays  an  essential  part  in  the 
practice  of  certain  empirical  eye  doctors,  the  aconite  which  they  use  is  a 
medicine  that  demands  the  special  consideration  of  physicians.  Jn  neu- 
ralgic affections,  particularly,  some  recent  observations  lead  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  it  is  a  very  potent  and  reliable  article,  whose  real  value,  in  the 
fickle,  rheumatic  climate  of  New  England,  may  be  found  greater  than  has 
been  heretofore  suspected.  Of  the  tincture,  as  an  external  application  to 
acutely  painful  limbs  and  inflamed  joints,  when  other  applications  are 
abortive,  much  may  be  said  in  praise  of  its  efficiency. 


Cases  of  Hydrophobia. — Mention  was  made,  last  week,  of  a  case  of  this 
disease  at  Lowell,  in  this  State.  We  learn  from  the  papers,  that  the  young 
man  who  was  the  subject  of  it,  has  since  died.  Some  account  of  the  case 
we  have  condensed  from  the  Lowell  Courier,  but  hope  to  receive  a  more 
full  report  from  some  one  of  the  attending  physicians. 

"  Mr.  Bardwell  was  bitten  by  a  strange  dog  in  the  store  of  Shapley 
&  Farrington,  on  the  29th  of  July.  He  was  about  18  years  of  age,  of 
strong,  robust  frame,  and  esteemed  for  the  rarest  personal  virtues.  He 
was  bitten  slightly  upon  the  right  wrist,  in  attempting  to  secure  the  dog  to 
tie  him.  The  wound  drew  blood,  but  nothing  particular  was  done,  although 
lie  was  advised  to  use  some  precautions,  to  protect  him  from  possible  con- 
sequences. The  wound  healed  readily,  leaving  a  scar.  It  is  staled  that 
he  has  occasionally  felt  pains  in  the  wounded  arm  ;  but  it  was  not  until 
last  Sabbath  that  this  was  severe  enough  to  induce  any  particular  attention 
to  it.  On  that  day  he  took  a  bath.  On  Monday,  his  arm  still  paining 
him,  he  bathed  it  in  alcohol.  On  Tuesday  morning  be  again  took  a  warm 
bath,  and  felt  much  better.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  however, 
the  first  spasm  attacked  him,  cansed  by  the  sight  of  a  gia^s  of  water.  This 
was  a  quick  spasmodic  shudder,  an  involuntary  druwing  back.  It  appears 
that  he  has  long  entertained  the  belief  that  he  would  ultimately  die  of 
hydrophobia,  and  has  been  known  to  exhibit  much  distress  of  mind  from 
this  anticipation.  The  first  spasm,  following  the  pain  of  his  arm,  satisfied 
him  that  his  time  was  come  ;  that  death  in  its  most  horrible  form  was 
approaching.  From  this  timathe  fearful  spasms  continued  to  increase  in 
violence  up  to  a  short  time  before  his  death,  becoming  finally  frightfully 
violent,  and  almost  passing  belief  in  the  powers  of  the  human  frame.  So 
frantic  were  his  strus'oles  that  it  required  the  united  strength  of  eight  men 
to  restrain  him  ;  and  had  he  not  finally  been  secured  otherwise,  it  would 
scarce  have  prevented  his  doing  injury  to  himself  and  others.  Chloroform 
was  employed  yesterday  with  success;  and  he  was  enabled,  vvith  great 
eflbrt,  to  swallow  a  small  portion  of  water;  but  the  spasms  returned  with 
increased  violence,  until  he  finally  sunk  awny,  exhausted,  in  death. 

"  Dr.  Graves  was  first  called  to  attend  the  case,  and  a  number  of  our 
best  physicians  were  also  in  close  attendance,  and  everythins"  was  done 
which  skill  and  experience  could  suggest,  but  without  avail.    The  disease 
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progressed  with  extraordinary  rapidity,  manifesting  its  first  active  symp- 
toms on  Tuesday  afternoon,  and  terminating  in  death  early  on  Wednesday 
evening." 

A  case  at  Elkton,  in  Maryland,  has  also  lately  occurred,  which  is  simi- 
lar in  many  respects  to  the  above,  and  was  described,  before  its  termina- 
tion, as  follows.  The  patient,  Mr.  Hutton,  was  bitten  on  the  hand  two  or 
three  weeks  since.  "  The  dog  was  not  supposed  to  be  mad  at  the  time, 
but  soon  after  discovered  indubitable  signs  of  the  hydrophobia,  and  was 
killed  immediately,  but  not  until  it  had  bitten  another  dog  and  a  cat,  the 
latter  of  which  went  mad  directly,  when  both  the  bitten  animals  were  des- 
patched. It  is  now  the  6th  or  7th  day  since  the  symptoms  manifested 
themselves.  All  the  medical  gentlemen  in  town  visited  him  on  Thursday, 
but  they  were  prevented  from  doing  anything  for  his  relief.  Their  very 
presence,  together  with  the  necessary  inquiries  put  to  him,  touching  his 
condition,  was  sufficient  to  throw  him  into  the  most  violent  spasms.  They 
attempted  to  administer  chloroform,  but  his  spasms  were  so  violent  that 
they  were  compelled  to  desist,  and  death  must  speedily  put  an  end  to  his 
miseries.  In  the  brief  lucid  intervals  between  his  spasms,  he  talks  with 
his  friends,  telling  them  that  he  is  aware  that  he  cannot  survive,  and  that 
he  is  resigned  to  his  fate.  His  hands  are  secured  and  covered  with  stout 
gloves,  so  that  he  cannot  injure  himself  or  others.  Being  a  stout,  ath- 
letic man,  his  spasms  are  of  the  most  violent  character,  but  he  has  offered 
no  violence  as  yet  to  the  many  persons  v^ho  have  called  to  see  him.  He 
takes  nothing  to  sustain  nature,  for  the  reason  that  he  is  unable  to  swallow 
anything.  The  importunities  of  friends  induced  him  to  eat  some  boiled 
fowl,  on  Thursday,  but  after  making  the  effort  he  put  it  from  him,  being 
unable  to  swallow.  Soup,  tea  and  coffee  were  offered  hi?ii,  but  he  shud- 
dered at  the  sight  of  them,  and  ordered  them  not  to  be  brought  near  him." 


Medical  Appointments. — We  learn  with  regret  that  Dr.  Cullen,  Profes- 
sor of  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine  in  Hampden  Sydney  College, 
has  been  obliged  to  relinquish  the  duties  of  the  chair  for  the  present,  on 
account  of  indisposition.  The  institution  has  been  fortunate,  however,  in 
obtaining  the  services  of  Dr.  Meredith  Clymer,  of  Philadelphia,  for  the 
present  session.  Dr.  Clymer  is  an  accomplished  and  well-read  physician, 
was  formerly  editor  of  the  Medical  Examiner,  more  recently  Professor  of 
the  Practice  of  Medicine  in  the  Franklin  Medical  College  of  Philadelphia, 
and  is  advantageously  known  to  the  profession  by  his  valuable  contribu- 
tions to  medical  literature. — Med.  Examiner. 

From  the  New  Orleans  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  we  learn  that  Dr. 
Bolinghas  accepted  the  appointment  to  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  and 
Therapeutics  in  the  Memphis  Medical  College.  We  do  not  know  how  a 
better  selection  could  have  been  made,  and  wish  Dr.  B.  every  success  in 
his  new  office  and  location. — Soitth.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour. 

Professor  F.  H.  Hamilton  has  resigned  his  appointment  as  Professor  of 
Surgery  in  the  Geneva  Medical  College.  James  Bryan,  M.D.,  of  Philadel- 
phia, has  been  appointed  to  fill  his  place.  Professor  H.  M,  Bullit  has  re- 
signed his  appointment  as  Professor  of  Physiology  and  Medical  Jurispru- 
dence in  the  Medical  Department  of  the  St.  Louis  University,  and  R.  S. 
Holmes  has  been  appointed  to  succeed  him.    W.  M.  M'Pheeiers,  M.D., 
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one  of  the  editors  of  the  St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  has  been 
appointed  Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine  and  Pathological  Anatomy  in  the 
same  institution. — N.  Y.  Jour,  of  Med. 


Medical  Miscellany. — Tn  tlie  town  of  LiincJibDrg,  Mnss.,  ronfaitiin^'  a  popDl.ilion  of 
1275,  there  are  living  thirty  persons  wliose  aujirrgiile  a^es  ainouiit  to  years,  ave- 

raging over  78  years  each.  Two  of  these  are  h<!lvveeti  90  aiifl  it5  years.  Seventy- 
five  persons,  or  I -17th  of  the  whole  population,  are  70  years  ^>f  age  and  npwards. — A 
little  Dutch  dwarf,  Jan  Hannen)a,  is  tnakin::  liis  forniiie  in  London  hy  liis  extreme 
Bmallness.  He  is  9  years  of  age,  2S  iin  hes  lii*>li,  and  vveiiths  10  pourids — Miss  Arini- 
lage  expired  suddenly  on  F  riday  evening,  at  [jirinini^hani,  Kng.,  at  t!ie  rooms  where 
she  had  been  exhil)iling.  in  New  street  the  weighed  '3!  stoiu;  ]I  lbs.  (44.')  lbs.),  was 
4  feet  round  the  waist,  0  feet  rournl  tlio  bust,  7  f  et  round  tlie  hips,  and  22  inches 
round  tlie  upper  part  of  her  Jirtn.  —  Aii-light  coffins  are  nnmufai  tined  out  of  Gntta 
I'ereha.  This  article  also  bids  fair  'o  be  extensively  used  in  electrical  apparatus,  on 
account  of  ils  exctdlent  non-<-onducti ng  power.  —  Dr.  Mandevilie,  of  IManliatlan,  N. 
Y.,  in  consequence  of  the  givinj:  way  of  the  floor,  at  a  political  ujeeting,  was  plunged, 
with  others,  into  a  cellar,  and  had  one  leg  so  badly  injured  that  it  was  amputated. — 
A  fine  class  is  in  attendance  at  the  Medical  iSch'M)!  in  Hoston. — Sev«'ral  cas<'S  of 
smallpox  have  occurred  in  the  city  of  Wor*  esler — The  (^)nnect icut  Courant  mctilions 
a  treat  of  grapes  lately  given  U)  the  fa'  iihv  and  medical  students  at  New  Haven. — A 
dental  library  is  forming  in  JVew  York,  tiie  properly  of  the  society  of  dentists,  which 
bids  fair  eventually  to  become  exceedingly  rich  in  works  of  merit — Tlie  cholera  is 
making  rapid  and  fatal  proirress  in  Konigsherg.  On  that  account,  and  in  order  not  to 
keej)  the  inhabitants  exp'>sed  to  the  cold  air,  the  civic  atilborilies  dispensed  with  the 
contemplated  illumination  in  honor  of  the  king's  liirih-fhiy  —  TIh;  mortality  in  Berlin 
is  very  great,  even  when  cholera  cases  are  not  taken  into  account.  One  journal  ac- 
counts for  this  circumstance,  on  the  ground  that  care,  anxiety,  and  apprcihension  of 
coming  events,  are  making  many  vicliins  — Mr.  VVIiiiing  writes  from  .\beik,in  Syria, 
September  5lh,  that  the  cholera  has  made  fearful  havoc  at  Damascus,  carrying  off  from 
6000  to  10.000  souls.  !t  has  also  made  its  appearaiwe  at  Beirout.  but  the  missionaries 
were  upon  Mount  Lebanon.  His  accounts  from  Aleppo  and  .Aintab  are  favorable. — 
Rufuor  says  there  are  now  five  hundred  jnedical  studenis  in  Nv.w  Yoik — even  more 
than  in  Philadelphia. — Mr.  Goodwin's  splints  are  on  sale  at  No.  6()  Union  street,  Boa- 
ton.  The  maker  of  ihem  is  still  introducing  improv«'ments  of  acknowled^ied  inifiort- 
ance. — Mr.  O.  Clapp's  Quarterly  Homoeopattiic  Journal  may  be  expected,  according  to 
promise,  in  January. 


To  CoiiRESpoNDENTS. — Several  communications,  intended  for  this  number,  have  been  ne- 
cessarily dei'erred  till  next  week.  There  are  now  on  hand,  Professor  Shipman's  Case  of  Excision 
of  part  of  the  Lower  Jaw,  Dr.  Collins's  Address  before  the  Maiihatlan  Medical  Association,  Dr. 
Castle's  paper  on  the  Asiatic  Cholera,  and  one  on  the  treatment  of  Asthma.  These  will  be  in- 
serted, if  not  room  for  all  in  a  single  number,  in  the  order  of  their  reception. 

In  answer  to  several  requests  to  the  editor  to  forward  the  volume  of  Transactions  of  the  A  me- 
rican  Medical  Association,  we  would  state  that  only  one  copy  has  been  received  at  this  office, 
and  it  is  believed  none  are  on  sale  in  Boston.  The  only  mode  of  obtaining  copies  known  to  us,  is 
that  mentioned  on  page  24G  of  this  Journal. 


Marrikd, — G.  L.  Collins,  M.D.,  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  to  Laura  S.  Capron,  of  Worcester 
Mass. — At  Buenos  Ayres,  Dr.  Jacob  Tewksbury,  of  Maine,  to  Miss  E.  Sutton. 


Died, — At  Dunbarton,  N.  H.,  Dr.  James  Stark,  accidentally  killed  while  hunting. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Nov.  18th,  G8. — Males,  35 — females,  33. — 
Of  consumption,  11 — typhus  fever.  4 — scarlet  fever,  8 — lung  fever,  2 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on 
the  brain,  4— convulsions,  3 — teething,  5 — infantile.  G — measles,  J — debility,  4 — accidental,  3 — 
hooping  cough,  2 — canker,  1 — haemorrhage,  1 — smallpox,  2 — disease  of  the  heart,  1 — suicide,  1 — 
marasmus.  1 — apoplexy,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — drowned,  1 — intemperance,  1 — cholera 
infantum,  1 — old  age,  1 — throat  distemper,  L 

Under  5  years,  34 — between  5  and  2U  years.  7— between  20  and  40  years,  13 — between  40 
and  60  years,  8 — over  GO  years.  6. 


MEDICAL  JOURNAL  ADVERTISING  SHEET. 


DR.  MOREHBAD'S  IMPROVED  GRADUATED  MAGNETIC  MACHINES. 
This  beautiful  and  scientific  inst i  uiiieiit  ciiiril)ines  iiii|K)i  laiu  )i(lvaiiia<;es  over  all  oilier  inventions  of 
the  kind,  and  lias  In-en  nniversally  adopie<l  l)V  the  Mkdical  Puokicssion,  as  licinj;  (lie  iiinsl.  perlecl 
and  eftecinal  Maijnetic  iMachine;  that  has  ever  heen  invented.  1 1  is  eni  irely  sini  p  le  in  ronsirnci  ion, 
and  theicl'ore  iioi  lialde  to  <^el  oiil  ol  order,  or  liceoiiie  deranged  in  any  manner,  ll  admits  ol  llie 
most  jierfeei  coiilrol,  and  can  he  guapuatkd  to  any  power— adapted  lor  an  intant,  or  snllicieiit  for 
the  siron^e-l  adult  — at  the  pleasure  ol  the  ojieraKir.  Tlins,  in  a  neal  and  jkh  (aide  compass,  an  am- 
ple and  iinrailiim  supply  of  ihe  lite  giviii;:  influence  of  Eleci ro-M Ji^ nei  ism  may  be  inslanily  ohlaiiu'd. 
The  niai;neiic  |io\ver  is  imparted  in  a  coniiiiiioiis  manner,  and  with  no  iiii|ileasani  sensaiion  to  ihe 
iliosi  delicate  palient.  It  ie(jiiiies  noassist;ini  in  iis  use,  and  is  m  every  rcsiK  Ci  entiiel\  haiinlchs. 
The  Nvlnde  machine  is  so  simple  and  nerlect,  that  it  can  he  u.--ed  and  iindersiood  hy  a  chilli. 

D«.  iMoRiiHKAD'.s  AIagm/i  k;  1Macii(m;s  have  heen  iiseil  hy  Ihe  most  dislinj;iiished  ol  the  Profefi- 
siori  wiih  extraurdinarv  sncces^  in  all  cases  of  Rlienmaiism,  acme  or  chronic,  apiil>  to  ilie  head, 
fkce  or  linihs,  Ooni,  'ric-Doiilomeiix,  Nervous  and  Sick  ilead.iclic,  raial\>is  or  I'al.^v.  E]iilepii<:  Kits, 
Conviilsi(nis,  Dyspepsia,  Hroi;  chilis,  I'alidla  i  ifii  ol  I  he  lUaii,  Spii  a!  -.n'il  \\,\>  ( '<,ni  plain  is.  r^iifVness 
of  the  .loinis,  Lnmha^o,  Nemalizia.  Nervous  Tremors,  (Jent  ral  Di  lnliU  or  f]  .\  li  a  n>  i  k  n,  IJeliciency  ol 
^  Nervous  and  I'h  v  sical  Energy,  and  all  Nervous  nisordcrs  or  ( ' mii  |i hii n i s  arisiii;:  Ironi  a  deraiiiied 
state  of  Ihe  Nervous  System.  As  n  preventive  of  Apoplc\>  the  Machine  is  conlidently  i  ccommeiul- 
ed,  and  in  the  most  conliriiied  cases  ol  Scroliila,  Drujisx ,  I':i  \ sipelas,  Deafness.  (Jnrvatnre  ol  the 
Spine,  and  all  similar  compl.iiiils,  lis  eflecis  are  e(iiial|\  siict  (  >v|iil. 

Each  Machine  is  convenieni  l\  arranacd  the  IJattery  and  all  necessary  appliances,  put  tip  in 

Ileal  waliinl  cases.  Accompanyinu  each  is  a  new  Manual,  containiiif;  full  aiid  simple  directions  for 
its  use  and  apjilical  ion  in  tlie  various  diseases  in  which  it  is  recommended. 

O'  Price  ol  ilu;  .Machines,  Tuki.vi.;  Doi  i.aus  each,  compleie  in  every  respect.  They  can  lie 
safel>  seni  to  any  part  (d  ihe  world, and  each  insiinmeni  is  warranted. 

Manulactnred  and  sold,  wlioloale  and  retail,  hy  D.  C.  MoitEiiKAii,  M.D.  162  Broadway,  New  York. 

FIIOM    nit.    IIOI.MCK,  Tin;  CKLEimATED   AUTHOIt,   I,KCTUI!ER,   AND  I'll  A  CTI  Tl  ()  N    It . 

New  Yor/.-,  Or.'.  !H///,  l^s!s.  Dicar  Sir -.  —  In  com  pliaii  ce  w  it  h  }onr  requesl,  to  "  stale  candidly 
my  o|»iiiioii  (d  y.inr  (;radnaicd  Maiinelic  .Machines,"  i  t  atlViids  mepleasnu'  to  say,  thai  1  hi;;lily  ap- 
l)rove  ol  their  simpliciiN  and  con  vcn  ience,  and  that,  alter  nnmeroiis  ti  iais  (d  llmse  mannlaci  m  ed  hy 
others,  I  have  heen  induced  in  adopt  ^  tmrs  in  my  practice,  and  lo  recommend  ihem  to  those  who 
consiili  me  o\\  the  snhject.  I  find  your  machines  to  he  iierlect  in  many  little  matiers  in  vvliich 
others  are  delicient.  and  I  have  to  commend  the  in<;ennity  which  \  on  e.xhihit  in  ihe  arraiifjement  of 
tlie  instriimein ,  w  hich  renders  it  very  poriubie,  and  at  the  same  time  e.\ceedini;l\  powerful.  1  should 
also  siale  that  I  have  never  Imind  the  least  ironhle  in  keepiiiff  your  iiistrnmenis  in  perfect  oider,  and 
tlie  simpliciiy  of  Iheir  coiistrnciion  is  such,  that  I  should  suppose  no  peit-on  would  find  anx  dillicul- 
ty  ill  iliis  respect.  T/iis  is  not  the  case  with  otiier  instruments.,  many  of  which  are  complex  in 
tlieir  construction,  and  therefore  liable  to  derans^tment.  In  a  few  words,  1  consider  the  szeiieral 
excellence  of  sour  Magnetic  Machines  worthy  of  coinnietulation,  and  helieving  ihal  they  are  of  high 
remedial  value,  \  on  are  free  to  use  my  name  and  influence,  if  it  can  be  of  service. 

FROM  DR.   CHARLES  A.  LE15,  EDITOR  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  JOURNAL  OF  MEDICINE,  TROFESSOR  OF 
MATERIA   MEDICA    IN   GENEVA   COLLEGE,  &C. 

D.  C.  Morchead,  M.D.  Ue\r  Sir  -.  —  I  have  employed  your  Improved  Graduated  Magnetic  Ma- 
chines, for  the  last  yejir,  in  my  practice,  and  have  found  them  superior  to  any  with  which  I  have 
heretofore  been  aciiuainled.  i'hcy  appear  to  me  lo  combine  all  the  advantages  desired  in  such  an 
iiistruinent,  and  I  accordingly  recommend  ihem  to  ihe  prolession.         Charle.s  A.  Eee,  M.D. 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica  in  Geneva  College. 

Orders  should  be  addressed  to  D.  C.  MOREHEAD,  M.D.,"  182  Broadway,  New  York. 

For  sale  in  ilosion  by  Mrs.  E.  Kidder,  100  Court  Street. 


AYER'S  CHERRY  PECTORAL. 
The  attention  of  the  Medical  Profession  is  respectfully  solicited  to  this  truly  valuable  remedy  for  pul- 
monary diseases.  l\o  medicine  or  combination  of  medicines  has  been  found  to  afibrd  such  resuUs, 
and  with  smdi  uniform  certainty,  whether  in  milder  symi>toms  or  more  formidable  and  dangerous 
afl'cctions  of  the  luniis.  Prepared  by  .1.  C.  Ayer,  Lowell,  Mass.,  and  sold  by  Druggists  and  Aiiothe- 
earics  gem-rally,  in  the  Northern,  Middle  and  Southern  States,  the  British  American  Provinces,  and 
some  of  the  Independent  Ilepubiics  of  South  America.  Oct.  11 — eoptf 


D.   MOV/E'S   COUGH  BALSAM. 
The  substances  of  which  it  is  comjiosed,  are  those  known  to  he  most  relied  on  for  the  relief  of  pul- 
monary diseases,  viz:  —  Mori)hine,  Sangiiinarine,  Emetine,  Tart.  0<.  Aiilim.  et  Poi.,  Saccharum, 
Spt.  et  Aiina,  combined  so  as  perfectly  to  resist  the  action  of  time,  and  affording  lo  physicians  and 
families  an  inesiimable  compound,  without  Prussic  Acid. 

Prepared  hy  Daniel  Mowe,  of  Eowell,  Mass.    Sold  hy  himself  in  Lowell,  and  by  Brewers,  Stevens 
&  dishing,  at  90  <fc  92  Washington  St.  Boston,  Mass.,  and  by  many  druggists  in  Ihe  United  States, 
.luly  26,  eopif. 


MONS.  LEDOYEN'S  DISINFECTING  FLUID 
Will  immediately  destroy  foul  gases  arising  from  hosp'tal  wards,  sick  rooms,  cess-pools,  sinks,  damp 
cellars,  privies,  the  steerage  of  jiassenuer  ships,  and  is  invaluable  in  dissecting  rooms. 

In  rooms  wina  e  are  the  sick,  (u-  bodies  of  the  dead.it  is  very  useful.  Bodies  of  deceased  friends 
may  be  kept  free  from  all  unpleasant  odor  for  days,  by  its  use. 

In  erysipelas  it  is  of  great  value,  for  which  we  have  the  authority  of  Drs.  S.  R.  Childs,  .1.  H.  Gris- 
com,  and  others,  particularly  when  it  affects  the  head  and  face. 

For  local  apfilication  to  biir.ns,  scalds,  fever  sores,  chilblains,  and  poisonous  bites  of  insects,  it  is 
found  ellicacious. 

As  a  cattle  medicine,  the  fluid  may  be  used  for  putrid  tumors,  the  farcy,  the  limax,  tlie  rot,  the  pa- 
naris, maltworm,  rotten  feet  in  sheep  and  horned  animals,  the  scurvy  in  pigs,  &c.,  cracked  hoofs  and 
greasy  heels  in  horses,  old  sores,  tVc,  as  it  will  cure  in  a  short  time  by  a  few  simple  applications. 
The  most  incredulous  mav  be  satisfied  of  the  virtues  of  the  Fluid,  by  calling  upon 

T.  R.  IJAWLEY,  Sole  Manuf.  and  Agent  for  the  N.  E.  States,  97  Washington  St.,  Boston. 
Nov.  8 — eoptf.  Or  on  C.  R.  Story,  Salem,  and  Carletoii  <fc  Hovey,  Lowell. 
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CASE    OF  EXCIJilON  OF    A  PORTION  OF  THE   LOWER  JAW,  FOR 

CARIES. 

BY  A.  B.  SHIPMAN,  M.D. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .Journal.] 

O.  Gross,  cet.  20,  of  Marathon,  Cortland  Co.,  N.  Y.,  received  a  blow 
under  the  chin  in  February  last.  Pain,  swelling  and  soreness  followed 
at  the  time,  but  subsided  in  a  few  days  in  a  great  measure  ;  still  an  unea- 
siness and  tenderness  of  the  teeth  in  front  remained,  and  his  general  health 
became  somewhat  affected.  In  August  following,  an  increase  in  the 
soreness  and  swelling  took  place,  with  constitutional  excitement,  which 
was  subdued  in  some  measure  by  his  physician,  Dr.  L.  Kelly.  Soon 
after  this,  his  front  teeth  became  very  loose,  and  great  swelling  in  front 
of  the  chin  and  sides  of  face  took  place  ;  suppuration  followed,  and 
sinuses  formed  on  the  chin  and  inside  of  lower  lip,  which  discharged  a 
large  quantity  of  sanious  fluid.  His  general  health  became  greatly  im- 
paired— hectic  fever  and  loss  of  appetite  taking  place. 

At  this  time  I  was  consulted,  and  visited  the  patient.  On  examina- 
tion, found  the  following  state  of  things.  Great  swelling  of  the  lower 
part  of  face,  especially  in  front  of  the  chin  ;  the  skin  felt  hard  and  brawny, 
and  was  thickened  up  and  nearly  destitute  of  sensibility.  The  swelling 
extended  as  far  back  as  the  angles  of  the  jaw,  and  on  the  sides  of  the 
face  as  high  as  the  malar  bones.  The  four  front  incisors  were  very 
loose,  the  gums  spongy  and  bleeding,  while  the  two  next  teeth  on  each 
side  of  the  jaw  were  somewhat  loose  and  tender.  Several  sinuses  were 
discharging  pus  freely  around  the  teeth,  both  inside  and  outside  of  them  ; 
and  on  examination  with  a  probe,  carious  bone  was  felt  over  a  large  ex- 
tent of  the  chin.  His  breath  was  horribly  offensive,  his  countenance 
was  bloated,  cadaverous,  and  unhealthy.  A  violent  pain  in  the  head 
was  almost  constantly  present,  while  constitutional  irritation  had  reduced 
his  strength  to  that  degree  that  he  was  confined  to  his  room.  It  was 
evident  that  caries  of  the  lower  jaw  was  the  disease  under  which  he 
was  laboring  ;  and  the  question  arose,  whether  nature  would  repair  the 
mischief,  or  whether  the  caries  would  extend  to  every  portion  of  the 
jaw,  and  the  constitutional  disturbance  in  time  wear  him  out.  The 
next  question  which  arose  was,  how  extensive  was  the  caries ;  and  if  an 
18 
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operation  was  to  be  performed,  how  much  of  the  bone  was  to  be  re- 
moved ?  Tlie  patient  was  firm  in  his  desire  for  some  kind  of  an  opera- 
tion for  his  relief.  About  the  middle  of  September,  in  consultation  with 
Dr.  Robinson  (Dr.  Kelly  being  absent),  an  operation  was  decided  on, 
of  this  description  : — to  make  incisions  from  the  angles  of  the  mouth 
to  the  oase  of  the  jaw,  dissecting  the  lower  lip  from  the  bone,  leaving 
the  whole  of  the  front  of  the  jaw  bare,  and  then  to  remove  so  much 
of  the  bone  as  the  nature  of  the  disease  required.  The  patient  was  pre- 
pared by  giving  him  a  full  dose  of  morphia  (ether  or  chloroform  he  re- 
fused) ;  and  being  then  seated  in  an  arm  chair,  I  commenced  by  making 
the  incision  as  before  mentioned.  The  soft  parts  were  dissected  off 
from  the  bone,  and  turned  down  beneath  the  chin.  The  bone  was  found 
carious,  rough,  and  filled  with  holes,  from  which  fungous  granulations 
sprouted.  Nine  of  the  teeth,  which  were  very  loose,  were  next  extract- 
ed. Hey's  saw  was  next  applied  to  the  jaw  opposite  the  second  molar 
tooth,  on  the  right  side,  and  the  bone  nearly  sawn  through  ;  it  was  then 
applied  to  the  other  side,  nearly  in  the  same  place  as  on  the  opposite. 
The  bone  between  the  two  places  was  chipped  off  with  cutting  forceps, 
cutting  pliers,  strong  knives  and  scissors,  until  more  than  seven  eighths 
of  it  was  removed,  when  the  remaining  portion  was  found  sound  and 
free  from  sloughing  or  disease  of  any  kind.  The  bone  where  it  was 
sawn  at  each  side  was  found  perfectly  free  from  caries  or  disease,  and 
the  bridge  of  bone  left  kept  the  portions  on  each  side  in  their  relative 
positions — a  most  desirable  state  of  things,  when  attainable.  The  ope- 
ration was  rather  tedious,  occupying  one  hour  and  five  minutes  in  its  per- 
formance ;  but  the  patient  bore  it  without  a  groan  or  other  manifesta- 
tion of  pain.  The  flap  was  brought  up,  and  several  sutures  applied, 
and  supported  by  adhesive  plaster.  It  was  dressed  in  seven  days  for  the 
first  time,  when  it  was  found  nearly  united  by  the  first  intention.  Three 
weeks  from  the  date  of  the  operation  he  visited  me,  a  distance  of  six- 
teen miles.  The  parts  perfectly  sound,  the  face  free  from  swelling,  the 
bone  and  soft  parts  perfectly  adherent,  and  no  appearance  of  any  disease 
about  the  seat  of  the  former  affection. 

r  have  seldom  performed  an  operation  where  the  result  was  more  satis- 
factory, than  in  the  one  just  detailed.  Yet  it  was  undertaken  with  great 
reluctance,  from  a  fear  that  the  disease  extended  over  nearly  the  whole 
extent  of  the  bone,  and  that  a  portion  might  be  left  which  would  de- 
feat the  whole  proceeding.  Operations  on  carious  l)ones  are  unpleasant 
performances,  as  a  general  thing  ;  yet  there  is  nothing  from  which  we 
may  deiive  more  benefit  than  at  times  from  them.  Some  years  ago  a 
lady  brought  me  her  daughter,  about  nine  years  of  age.  with  wry  neck. 
On  inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  she  had  been  in  this  state  since  she  was 
5  years  old  ;  that  it  followed  scarlatina,  from  which  she  barely  recover- 
ed. Necrosis  of  the  lower  jaw  followed,  sinuses  formed,  and  the  wry 
neck  was  the  result.  When  1  saw  her,  several  openings  existed  in  the 
cheek  and  side  of  the  neck,  which  was  affected,  and  a  foetid  sanies  was 
continually  flowing  from  the  mouth.  The  probe  detected  rough  bone, 
which  was  partially  loose.    An  incision  was  made  at  the  base  of  the 


The  Asiatic  Cholera  traceable  to  Electric  Influences.  351 


jaw,  down  to  the  bone,  and  with  a  strong  pair  of  forceps  I  removed 
nearly  the  wliole  of  one  side  of  the  lower  jaw,  which  had  remained 
there  dead,  and  as  a  foreign  body,  for  more  than  three  years.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  say  that  tlie  head  assumed  its  erect  attitude  in  a  few  days, 
and  she  got  entirely  well  and  has  since  remained  so. 

In  the  summer  of  1847,  a  young  gentleman  from  De  Ruyter,  Madi- 
son Co.,  came  to  me  for  advice,  in  relation  to  his  hand.    Six  months 
previously,  he  was  wounded  over  the  metacarpal  bone  of  the  fore-finger 
of  the  right  hand,  with  a  hot  iron  in  a  blacksmith's  shop.  Inflamma- 
tion, pain  and  great  swelling  followed.    Suppuration  finally  took  place, 
but  without  any  relief.    The  bones  became  carious,  he  lost  the  use 
of  his  hand,  and  his  general  health,  which,  before  the  accident,  was 
good,  now  became  greatly  impaired.     He  had  sought  much  advice, 
but  the  most  of  it  was  for  him  to  wait  until   nature  should  accom- 
plish the  cure.    When  I  saw  him,  the  probe  detected  the  whole  of  the 
metacarpal  bone  of  the  fore-finger  diseased,  and  a  portion  of  the  second  and 
third  fin(];ers.    The  hand  was  as  thick  as  two  hands.    The  fingers,  which 
were  extended,  could  not  be  flexed  in  the  least ;  they  were,  therefore, 
perfectly  useless,  as  the  thumb  and  fore-finger  could  not  be  made  to 
touch  each  other.    The  hand  itself  was  also  useless,  and  there  was  no 
prospect  of  its  being  any  better,  hut  a  fear  that  the  caries  would  extend 
to  ihe  carpus,  and  loss  of  the  hand  and  wrist  by  amputation  be  the 
only  cure.    Under  these  circumstances,  I  advised  the  removal  of  the 
carious  portions,  by  an  operation.    To  this  he  assented.    I  made  an  in- 
cision over  the  metacarpal  bone  of  the  fore-finger,  and  proceeded  with  it 
through  its  whole  extent.    I  then  carried  it  ;icross  to  the  same  bone 
of  the  ring  finger,  cutting  the  skin  and  tendons  down  to  the  heads  of  the 
bones,  dissecting  up  the  flap  and  turning  it  down  to  the  joints  of  the 
finger.    This  exposed  the  diseased  bones,  three  in  number.    I  removed 
the  whole  of  the  first  two  thirds  of  the  second,  and  about  one  half  of  the 
third,  with  cutting  forceps  and  strong  scissors.    The  operation  was  painful 
and  tedious,  but  after  it  was  finished  the  flap  was  accurately  laid  down 
and  secured  by  sutures  and  adhesive  straps.    Much  of  it  united  by  the 
first  intention,  and  the  swelling  and  thickening  of  the  parts  subsided  in 
a  short  time.    The  use  of  his  hand  returned  in  a  great  degree  within 
six  months  after,  and  he  has  now  a  good  and  useful  hand,  contrary  to 
the  expectation  of  almost  all  his  friends.    I  have  many  more  cases  of  a 
similar  description,  but  time  forbids  their  detail  in  this  communication. 
Cortlandville,  N.  F.,  Nov.  10,  1848. 


THE    ASIATIC    CHOLERA    TRACEABLE    TO    CERTAIN  ELECTRIC 

INFLUENCES. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

The  startling  admonitions  which  every  arrival  from  Europe  conveys  to 
us  of  the  approach  of  the  most  terrible  pestilence  of  modern  times — 
the  Asiatic  cholera — have  naturally  attracted  the  attention  of  physicians 
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and  the  public  in  general  to  its  cause,  nature  and  treatment.  When  it 
first  visited  these  shores,  its  onslaught  was  of  such  sudden  and  appalling 
violence  that  professional  and  non-professional  men  seemed  to  be  alike 
stunned,  and  rendered  incapable  of  investigating  it  with  any  degree  of 
care  or  success.  The  interval  which  has  since  elapsed,  has  not  been 
unimproved  by  medical  observers  ;  and  a  large  and  valuable  collection 
of  facts,  with  regard  to  this  disease,  has  been  accumulated.  We  are 
thus  provided,  to  a  considerable  extent,  with  the  means  of  substituting 
for  mere  theory,  the  sober  deductions  of  reason.  I  have  myself  devoted 
some  time  and  labor  to  the  collection  of  facts  on  this  subject,  and  the  result 
of  my  investigations  has  forced  upon  me,  a  theory,  which  I  am  at  length 
encouraged  to  present  to  you  for  the  attention  and  consideration  of  such 
of  my  professional  brethren  as  have  more  leisure  and  more  favorable 
opportunities,  than  I  can  c'ommand,  for  the  prosecution  of  this  most 
im[)ortant  inquiry.  Merely  premising  that  my  theory  of  the  origin  and 
nature  of  Asiatic  cholera  was  suggested  and  enforced  by  the  facts  wliich 
presented  themselves,  as  I  proceeded  in  my  investigations,  and  that  I  did 
not  set  out  with  it,  seeking  only  for  facts  to  sustain  a  pre-conceived 
opinion,  1  shall  at  once  give  you,  as  succinctly  as  possible,  the  views 
which  I  entertain  of  this  disease,  and  the  grounds  on  which  they  are 
supported. 

The  dreadfid  influence  that  this  mysterious  agent,  as  an  epidemic 
in  the  form  of  malignant  cholera,  has  produced  upon  the  human  family, 
and  its  great  fatality,  carrying  off,  in  thirty  years,  in  numbers  more  than 
the  population  of  the  United  States,  need  not  be  dwelt  upon  here. 
The  cholera  had  been  generally  known  in  India  previous  to  1817,  as 
occurring  sporadically  and  in  the  most  aggravated  and  malignant  form 
of  "  cholera  morbus,"  when  it  burst  forth  and  spread  its  desolating  fury, 
until  it  had  made  the  circuit  of  the  world.  No  sanitary  precaution, 
whether  by  municipal  laws,  quarantines  or  military  cordons,  has  ever 
been  for  one  instant  able  to  stay  its  onward  course.  Reason  is  begin- 
ning to  give  way  to  the  non-contagiousness  of  its  character,  but  still  is 
medical  as  well  as  non-medical  science  abroad,  and  at  a  loss  to  account 
for  the  singular  and  irresistible  waywardness  of  a  disease  which  has 
alike  defied  them  to  arrest  its  progress  or  successfully  treat  it.  It  has 
been  suggested  that  atmospheric  influences  superinduce  and  propagate 
the  disease.  Others  seek  its  origin  in  animalculse  floating  in,  and  filling 
the  atmosphere,  which  by  their  irritating  efl^ects  upon  the  system  pro- 
duce the  disease.  But  were  these  the  causes  of  malignant  cholera,  we 
should  behold  the  disease  tossed  upon  the  winds  with  atmospheric  capri- 
ciousness,  from  point  to  point,  north  to  south,  west  to  east,  or  from  all 
points  of  the  divisions  and  sub-divisions  of  the  compass.  This,  however, 
is  not  the  case,  though,  indeed,  unfortunately,  little  is  yet  known  of  the  laws 
governing  atmospheric  phenomena,  and  their  variations.  We  have,  it  is 
true.  Professor  Espy's  ingenious  theory  on  several  points,  and  also  those 
of  others.  We  know,  from  hourly  demonstrated  proofs,  that  changes 
are  constantly  occurring  in  the  attributes  of  atmospheric  phenomena  ; 
heat,  cold,  expansion,  contraction,  condensation,  irrespective  of  seasons, 
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and  that  these,  in  an  eminent  degree,  if  not  altogether,  are  caused  by 
solar  heat,  or  in  other  words,  solar  electricity.  It  is  evident  that  the 
earth  was  not  made  or  created  to  the  atmosphere,  but  that  the  atmos- 
phere is  part  and  parcel  of  this  planet,  engendered  within  and  exhaled 
from  its  body,  by  solar  and  thermal  electricity,  as  atmospheres  are  natu- 
rally formed  and  exhaled  from  other  bodies.  Those  subtle,  sub-terrestrial 
fluids  or  gases,  are  all  subject  to  that  most  powerful  and  subtle  of  the 
imponderable  agents,  which  we  denominate  electricity  ;  and  is  it  at 
all  unreasonable  or  fanciful  to  suppose,  that  by  its  sub-terrestiial  action 
such  influences  may  be  often  exerted  on  the  crust  of  the  earth  as  to 
unfit  certain  portions  of  the  surface  of  the  globe  for  the  healthful  exist- 
ence, or  even  continuance  of  vegetable  and  animal  life  ?  May  not 
various  poisonous  and  destructive  gases  be  eliminated  in  this  way, 
blighting  the  hopes  of  the  husbandman,  and  sending  forth  pestilence  to 
smite  its  tens  of  thousands  in  noon-day,  to  confound  all  the  theories  and 
wisdom  of  chemists  and  pathologists  ?  Suppose,  for  illustration,  that  a 
superabundance  of  nitrogen  gas  were  exhaled  into  the  atmosphere. 
Might  we  not  find  in  that  phenomenon  a  rational  explanation  of  the 
excitement  in  certain  nervous  temperaments,  pains,  languor  and  oppres- 
sion in  others,  and  the  certain  effects  they  produce  upon  their  systems, 
if  of  long  continuance  ;  whilst  others,  differently  constituted,  might  ex- 
claim to  the  "  how  d'ye  do  "  of  their  friends,  that  they  "  never  felt  so 
well  in  their  lives."  So  with  a  superabundance  of  oxygen  and  other  gases, 
inflammaiory  or  nervous  fevers  may  be  produced  in  peculiar  tempera- 
ments obnoxious  to  such  influences,  as  well  as  hurricanes,  thunder  storms, 
and  such  like  phenomena,  so  beautifully  described  by  Bulwer  as  affect- 
ing the  atjnosphere  and  influencing  the  surrounding  population  and  the 
brute  creation  immediately  preceding  an  irruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius. 
Atmospheres  thus  locally  affected,  either  by  solar  attraction,  or  sub-ter- 
restro-electric  action,  could  produce  only  endemic  disease,  or  disease  from 
"  miasmatic  poisons  "  of  the  locality.  "  Ship  fevers,"  "  prison  fevers," 
and  such  like  infections,  may  be  accounted  altogether  accidental,  arising 
from  animal  poisons,  affecting  the  immediately  adjacent  portion  of  local 
atmosphere,  and  not  coming  within  this  law.  ]s  there  not  some  war- 
rant for  the  supposition  that  as  the  earth  performs  its  revolutions,  it  may 
be  subject  to  aberrations,  now  subjecting  it  to  a  more  than  usual  amount 
of  electric  influences,  and  now  to  a  lesser  amount  than  usual  ?  We  may 
rationally  suppose  such  phenomena  to  take  place,  and  the  influence  they 
would  exert  upon  lunar  and  terrestrial  electricity,  affords  abundant  room 
for  speculation.  We  have,  for  example,  as  an  evidence  of  terrestro- 
electric  force,  the  magnetic  needle,  &:c,  ;  and  science  has  discovered 
four  magnetic  poles,  two  of  weak  and  two  of  strong  magnetic  power, 
or  electric  intensity — the  most  powerful  of  the  magnetic  poles  being 
on  the  American  Continent,  and  the  weakest  in  Asia — the  dip  of  the 
magnetic  needle  exhibiting  the  intensity.  May  not  such  phenomena  as 
are  here  ind^icated,  produce  or  be  the  exciting  cause  of  the  internal  gene- 
ration of  the  gaseous  atmospheric  agent,  steam,  which  is  of  great  elec- 
tric intensity,  and  caloric,  so  as  to  account  for  disruptions  of  fire  through 
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the  earth's  crust  ;  the  up-heaving  of  mountains  and  high  table  lands, 
and  the  exlraordinarv  effects  of  electric  action,  often  brinoinii:  about  a 
super[)urgation  ol"  these  fluids  to  the  destruction  of  portions  of  the  earth's 
crust,  of  its  usually  natural  physical  appearance,  either  in  the  foim  of 
volcanic  eruptions  or  by  earthquakes,  &c.  &c.  ?  I\ow  these  phenomena 
are  in  all  probability  superinduced  by  this  sub-terrestro-electric  action 
upon  the  crust  of  the  earth,  influencing  and  producing  such  changes  in 
the  gaseous  and  vaporous  generations  of  the  earth's  crust,  which  exud- 
ing and  exhaling  an  atmosphere  of  general  electric  uniformity,  but  often 
deviating  from  this  electric  uniformity  in  the  eccentric  streams  peculiar 
to  electric  action,  and  at  these  indefinite  periods  producing  the  various 
and  divers  phenomena  so  inimical  to  animal  and  vegetable  life. 

Let  us  examine  the  course  of  the  cholera,  from  each  period  that  it  ap- 
peared in  the  east,  to  the  known  limits  of  its  western  couise.  It  has 
not  been  di-iven  about  by  the  caprice  of  the  winds;  nor  has  it  emanated 
from  low  grounds  ;  nor  has  it  run  the  course  of  rivers,  as  asserted,  with 
the  exception  of  those  rivers  running  parallel  with  the  western  magnetic 
pole  or  electric  route,  and  then  generally  upon  one  bank  of  the  river  only 
at  the  same  time.  Its  course  has  exhibited  all  the  phenomena  of  elec- 
tric eccentricity,  but  has  advanced  steadily  westward  by  electric  "  tacks, 
similar  to  the  "  tacking"  of  two  ships  sailing  against  a  head  wind,  but 
crossing  each  other's  course.  From  its  point  of  starting  in  1817,  from 
being  an  endemic  disease,  it  radiated  over  the  Peninsula  of  which  the 
Delta  of  the  Ganges,  he,  forms  a  part,  and  striking  a  south  south  east 
stream  in  direction,  reached  as  far  south  as  Malacca,  near  to  the  equator. 
Then,  from  the  centre  of  its  endemic  position,  its  course  has  been  nearly 
south  south  east,  about  15  to  20°  in  its  southern  course,  as  it  were  on 
the  one  "  tack,"  and  north  north  west,  about  30°,  on  the  other  tack — 
the  "short  tack  "  being  fiom  the  north  north  east  point  to  south  soutli 
west,  and  by  thus  crossing  the  course  of  each  electric  track,  making  its 
westerly  advancing  "  line  of  front  "  parallel  with  the  lines  of  the  mag- 
netic poles. 

The  annexed  diagram  will  render  my  idea  more  full  and  clear. 
It  explains  the  broad  principle  only  of  the  theory  which  1  have 
advanced,  from  the  observations  that  1  have  made  upon  the  pecu- 
liar approach  of  this  epidemic  from  the  east  to  the  western  route,  in  its 
various  eccentric  angles  of  which  the  annexed  diagram  is  merely  an  out- 
line upon  an  extended  scale.  Thus,  then,  these  "  tacks  short  tacks," 
in  marine  parlance,  of  the  electric  fluid,  within  the  crust  of  the  earth, 
alter  and  affect  the  exhalants  forming  the  atmosphere  in  the  routes 
iiere  shown,  rendering  them  inimical  to  the  healthfulness  and  vitality 
of  the  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms.  I  believe  it  to  be,  as  it  were, 
a  solar  and  terrestrial  combat  for  the  balance  of  power  of  the  electric 
force,  between  these  and  the  other  bodies  of  the  universe,  until  the  equi- 
librium, from  the  natural  laws  governing  them,  is  brought,  about  and 
maintained  ;  and  that  during  such  a  period,  Memo-electricity  is  evolved 
within  the  body  of  the  earth,  and  organized  bodies  must  suffer  more  or 
less,  according  to  their  several  peculiarities  and  organization.  Thus^ 
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tlien,  in  man,  and  in  several  of  the  inferior  races,  the  hlood  has  in  an 
eminent  degree  become  electric,  and  tlie  contest  is  with  the  nervous 
power  or  animal  electricity  to  overcome  the  non-electric  force  of  the  sur- 


rounding agents.  It  is  immaterial  whether  the  amosphere  be  filled  with 
animalculcB  or  with  flying  scorpions,  it  being  a  well-established  fact 
that  venomous  reptiles  and  animalculae  are  engendered  and  thrive  in  noi- 
some corruptions.  The  production  of  locusts,  the  plagues  of  the  east, 
the  exhalations  of  the  Pontine  marshes,  arise  from  these  electric  causes. 
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Thus  1  conceive  the  "  potato  rot "  may  be  accounted  for  from  these 
occult  causes,  and  which,  I  opine,  will  yet  be  proved  to  have  acted  as  a 
sort  of  inoculating  virus,  which  has,  and  will  in  an  eminent  degree  modify 
the  action  of  the  atmosphere  in  those  places  where,  I  may  say,  the 
cholera  has  existed  as  a  disease  in  the  potato — i.  e.,  decomposing  its  vital 
fluids — to  such  an  extent  as  to  change  the  peculiar  character  of  Asiatic 
cholera  into  the  form  of  the  fatal  dysentery  which  has  afflicted  our 
country  as  an  epidemic  during  the  last  six  months.  It  is  true  that  it  has 
been  exceedingly  fatal  as  a  dysentery,  but,  it  will  be  admitted,  very  mild 
as  a  malignant  disease. 

The  "  black  death  "  of  the  fourteenth  century  commenced  in  China, 
and  made  very  closely  the  same  westward  route  as  has  the  cholera  :  dur- 
ing which  period,  making  all  due  allowance  for  the  superstition  of  the 
times,  and  the  consequent  exaggerations,  undoubted  testimony  informs  us 
that  great  terrestrial  and  atmospheric  changes,  from  sub-terrestrial  agencies, 
occurred. 

I  have  thus  endeavored  to  present  my  views  of  the  phenomena  to 
which  the  origin  of  this  terrible  pestilence  is  to  be  traced.  Hurried  and 
imperfect  as  the  statement  is,  I  am  not  without  confidence  that  it  merits, 
at  all  events,  careful  examination.  Farther  inv^estigaiion  will  disclose  the 
merits  of  the  theory  ;  and  let  me  now  advert  to  the  treatment  suggested 
by  it.  Is  not  my  view  of  the  cause  of  the  disease  sustained  by  the  effect 
which  it  produces  on  the  human  system  ?  Great,  and  often  almost  in- 
stantaneous and  total  prostration  of  the  nervous  system  (many  of  the  fol- 
lowers of  the  British  army  in  India  fell  dead,  "  as  if  struck  by  lightning  ") 
— paralysis  of  the  whole  absorbent  system,  and  the  secretories  and  excre- 
tories — tbe  state  of  the  blood — do  not  all  the  symptoms,  in  fact,  which 
mark  the  progress  of  the  disease,  disclose  to  us  the  presence  and  power 
of  some  extraordinary  disorganizing,  decomposing  agency,  very  different 
from,  and  infinitely  more  destructive  than,  any  of  those  more  familiar 
causes  of  death,  which  we  studied  in  our  text  books  when  we  walked  the 
hospitals  or  submitted  to  the  lectures  of  our  Gamaliels  ?  I  regard  the 
electric  state  of  the  animal  system,  whatever  its  peculiar  modification 
may  be,  as  being,  in  this  disease,  so  injuriously  affected  by  the  poisonous 
gases  or  atmosphere  exhaled  in  consequence  of  the  telluric  phenomena 
which  I  have  attempted  to  describe,  that  the  blood  becomes  to  a  greater 
or  less  extent  decomposed,  and  the  nervous  system  is  afi'ected  just  as  im- 
properly prepared  solutions  would  act  upon  a  galvanic  battery — so  pro- 
ducing corresponding  changes  in,  and  action  of,  the  nervous  system.  In 
the  study  of  the  pathology  of  this  disease,  so  far  as  it  yet  extends,  one 
great  oversight  has  evidently  been  made.  The  total  paralysis  of  the  ab- 
sorbents, secretories  and  excretories,  which  is  general,  and  almost  tfie  first, 
and  which  is  indeed  the  most  alarming  symptom,  and  which  I  believe  to 
be  the  immediate  cause  of  the  utter  prostration  of  the  entire  system,  has 
been  overlooked  ;  and  classing  this  disease  with  the  ordinary  dysenteric 
affection,  pathologists  have  conducted  their  investigations  with  a  pre-con- 
ceived  opinion  as  to  its  nature,  and  seem  to  be  desirous  rather  of  reconcil- 
ing the  appearances  which  present  themselves  to  their  notice  with  that 
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opinion,  than  of  collecting  facts,  on  whicli  to  base  sound  deductions. 
The  skin  and  its  pores  relax,  and  a  cold  clammy  sweat  exudes  upon  the 
surface  of  the  body.  The  serum  of  the  blood  infiltrates  along  the  whole 
course  of  the  intestinal  canal,  and  passes  off  inodorous  and  without  the 
natural  effect.  The  bile  secretes,  and  fills  its  receptacle  in  cases  of  ordi- 
nary duration,  and  the  blood  is  left  in  its  channels  a  thick  unctuous  mat- 
ter, similar  in  appearance  to  the  blood  squeezed  from  a  leech,  when  it 
has  been  permitted  to  remain  in  its  body  for  several  days,  evidently  from 
the  loss  of  its  electric  or  stimulating  properties  and  of  its  oxygen.  Then 
we  have  the  sinking  of  the  pulse,  the  blue  stage,  asphyxia  and  death. 
The  indication  for  the  purpose  of  counteracting  the  ascendancy  of  these 
powers  over  life,  refers  more  particularly  to  the  second  and  third  stages  of 
this  disease.  Those  wise  enough  to  combat  the  disease  on  its  first  ap- 
proach, and  who  have  been  successful  in  arresting  its  fatal  career,  will  of 
course  need  no  furtlier  attention  or  treatment  ;  but  where  the  first  reme- 
dies exhibited  have  failed  to  arrest  the  disease,  or  where  the  premonitory 
symptoms  have  been  neglected,  and  allowed  to  run  into  the  second  stage, 
1  should  adopt  the  principle  of  clearing  at  once  i\\Q  'prima  vies,  with  from 
one  to  one  and  a  half  drops  of  croton  oil  and  five  grains  of  calomel,  using 
frictions,  wann  stimulating  drinks — sulphuric  ether  and  nitrous  ether,  equal 
parts,  in  warm  water,  and  all  the  usual  appliances  in  the  ordinary  dys- 
enteric affections.  This  treatment  failing,  I  should  then  proceed  to  treat 
the  disease  in  common  with  the  above,  as  if  the  premonitory  symptoms 
had  been  properly  treated,  but  had  now  run  into  the  second  stage.  Place 
the  body  in  a  vapor  box,  lined  with  two  extended  sheets  of  metal,  after 
the  manner  of  a  galvanic  box,  placing  the  patient  in  a  horizontal  position, 
keeping  closely  covered  in,  except  his  face.  I  would  then  throw  a  warm 
vapor,  not  exceeding  98  deg.  into  the  box,  previously  placing  in  the  box 
a  vessel  with  the  proper  materials,  to  generate  and  let  free  a  portion  of 
oxygen  gas.  Then  pass  an  electric  stream  through  the  body  of  the  pa- 
tient, the  poles  being  applied  to  the  head  and  feet,  taking  care  to  keep  up 
the  temperature  equal  to  that  of  the  blood.  The  box  of  course  should 
be  placed  on  non-conductors  with  regard  to  its  relation  with  the  earth. 
The  internal  remedies  would  be  diuretics,  and  the  most  nourishing  and 
warm  strengthening  astringents,  and  such  as  would  most  readily  yield 
oxygen.  1  consider  it  of  the  first  importance  to  act  upon  the  kidneys, 
and  bring  them  to  their  healthy  functions,  as  well  as  the  skin  and  the  liver, 
and  by  all  possible  means  to  arrest  the  evacuations.  When  the  desjec- 
tions  are  free  from  bile,  I  would  recommend  to  be  administered  small 
doses  of  bullock's  bile  in  port  wine,  on  account  of  its  astringent  properties, 
as  well  as  stimulating  the  absorbents  and  excreiories  of  the  intestines. 
By  these  means,  I  should  hope  to  bring  the  lacteals  and  excretories  under 
the  nervous  influence,  thus  reproducing  vitality  to  the  blood,  and  by  the 
action  of  the  skin  and  kidneys  attract  the  evacuations  from  the  excreto- 
ries of  the  intestinal  canal.  This  done,  very  little  remains  to  overcome 
this  dire  disease. 

Such,  sir,  are  my  views  of  the  came^  nature  and  treatment  of  the 
Asiatic  Cholera.  A.  C.  Castle,  M.D. 

New  York  J  Oct.  25,  1848.  Surgeon  Dentist. 
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NITRATE  OF  POTASSA,  IN  ASTHMA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bostoyi  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Knowing  ihat  ihe  pages  of  yonr  Journal  are  open  for  cornniunica- 
lions,  I  would  offer,  for  the  benefit  of  its  rumierous  readers,  a  lew  remarks 
upon  the  use  of  JSitrate  of  Potassa,  in  (he  treatment  of  Spasmodic 
Asthma.  Asthma  has  been  divided,  by  most  writers,  into  two  kinds — 
viz.,  nervous  or  spasmodic  asthma,  and  asthnia  dependent  upon  disco- 
verable organic  lesions.  It  is  upon  the  former  of  these  two  varieties  that 
I.  wish  to  make  a  few  remarks,  founded  upon  personal  observation. 

Mr.  E  ,  a  tradesman  of  this  place,  has,  for  about  seven  years  past, 

been  trotdjk'd  with  repeated  paroxysms  of  asthma,  in  its  most  severe 
form.  The  paroxysms  generally  occur  suddenly,  and  after  some  slight 
exposui'e  to  cold,  over-exercise,  or  the  inhalation  of  impure  air,  such  as 
that  in)pregnated  with  dust,  smoke,  &:c. 

The  ap[)earance  of  the  patient,  when  laboring  under  an  attack,  is  very 
stiiking.  The  countenance  is  as  it  were  blanched,  lips  livid,  extremi- 
ties cold,  pulse  small  and  feeble,  and  the  circulation  generally  retarded. 
Upon  listening  over  the  region  of  the  limgs  during  the  paroxystr),  the 
sound  heai'd  conveys  the  idea  of  air  being  slowly  forced  through  fine  net 
work,  at  the  same  time  meeting  with  much  resistance.  These  paroxysiris 
occur,  sometimes  daily,  for  a  week  or  more,  and  then  the  patient  may,  by 
protecting  himself  from  the  common  exciting  causes,  be  free  from  them 
for  two  or  three  weeks  ;  but  finally  they  recur  with  all  their  accustomed 
violence.  The  remedies  which  at  first  suggest  themselves  to  the  practi- 
tioner, are  classed  under  the  head  of  antispasmodics.  The  most  reputed 
of  these  have  been  used  in  the  case  under  consideration,  often  at  first 
giving  signal  relief,  but  soon  losing  their  ])o\ver.  Next  to  these,  narcotics 
have  been  used,  l)ut  with  the  same  results.  Chloroform  and  ether  have 
been  freely  inhaled,  with  no  s^ood  eiFect  ;  on  the  contrary,  an  aggravation 
of  the  paroxysm  occurn^d.  The  only  remedy  which  the  patient  can  rely 
upon,  is  the  nitrate  of  potassa.  He  has  used  this  very  frequently  (more 
*han  one  hundred  limes)  for  the  last  two  years,  and  invariably  with  imme- 
diate relief.  The  method  of  using  it  is  as  follows.  A  saturated  solution 
of  the  nitrate  is  prepared,  and  slips  of  unglazed  wdiite  paper,  nine  inches 
long,  and  four  inches  in  width,  are  soaked  in  this  solution  for  fifteen  mi- 
nutes. These  are  then  folded  in  a  manner  to  form  a  piece  nine  inches 
long  and  one  inch  wide,  then  dried  in  an  oven,  and  laid  aside  for  use. 
Upon  the  occurrence  of  a  paroxysm,  the  end  of  one  of  these  is  ignited, 
and  placed  in  a  close  room  in  which  the  patient  is  seated.  The  inhala- 
tion of  the  fumes  arising  from  the  burning  nitrate  affords  immediate  relief 
in  the  most  violent  paroxysms. 

The  question  may  be  asked,  in  what  way  does  the  inhalation  of  these 
fumes  effect  this  speedy  and  unequivocal  relief?  We  are  informed  from 
the  chemist,  that  1  lb.  of  the  nitrate  of  potassa  will  furnish,  when  heated 
to  redness,  more  than  400  pints  of  oxygen  gas.  If  we  are  to  support 
the  theory  of  Laennec,  viz.,  that  spasmodic  asthma  is  dependent  upon  an 
increased  necessity  of  respiration,  and  consequently  of  oxygen,  is  it  not 
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reasonable  to  suppose,  that  the  air  of  the  room  becoming  more  higlily 
charged  wilh  oxygen  from  the  burning  nitrate,  the  paroxysm  is  thus  re- 
lieved ?    Tliese  are  questions  I  would  propose  for  further  investigation. 

H.  T.  E. 


THE  CHILDREN'S  INFIRMAUY  IN  BOSTON. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Dear  Sir, — In  a  late  number  of  your  Journal,  you  noticed  the  removal 
of  l!)e  Children's  Infirmary,  with  a  few  commendatory  remaiks  respecting 
the  objects  of  the  Institution.  As  you  considered  the  object  worthy  a 
paragraph  at  tliat  tinie,  you  may  perhaps  feel  disposed  to  allow  a  little 
more  space  in  your  Journal,  for  the  purpose  of  furnishing  to  your  readers 
a  statement  of  the  result  of  the  experiment  there  instituted.  You  were 
also  kind  enough  to  attribute  to  the  writer  the  proprietorship  of  that  esta- 
blishment, thereby  giving  him  the  credit  of  whatever  good  it  may  have 
been  the  cause  of  dispensing  ;  whereas,  he  in  fact  only  acted  as  the 
medical  attendant  upon  its  inmates,  and  as  an  agent  in  carrying  out  the 
philanthropic  objects  of  others.  That  institution  was  commenced  as  an 
experiment,  and  it  was  believed  that  our  increasing  population  would 
always  furnish  enougn  of  those  who  are  sick  and  destitute  to  fill  its  wards. 
It  was  an  experiment  prompted  not  by  self-interest,  but  by  humanity  ; 
and  although,  from  various  causes,  it  did  not  answer  all  the  ends  which 
were  intended,  the  reasons  which  led  to  its  establishn)ent  still  exist,  and 
its  benefits,  both  moral  and  physical,  are  felt  only  by  the  many  who  by 
its  agency  have  been  rescued  from  the  deadly  hold  of  the  emigrant  ship, 
or  the  not  less  filthy  abodes  of  wretchedness  now  so  often  seen  in  this  fa- 
vored city.  The  obstacles  to  its  success  are,  singularly  enough,  not  to 
be  found  in  the  diminished  resources  or  lessened  zeal  of  its  fiiends,  but 
rather  from  the  backwardness  of  the  poor  to  receive  its  benefits.  The 
difliculty  has  arisen  partly  from  the  prejudices  of  that  class,  but  perhaps 
more  from  the  deep-rooted  and  commendable  feeling  which  prompts  the 
mother  to  cling  to  her  sick  and  sufFeiing  child,  rather  than  entrust  it  to 
those  whose  motives  she  has  not  learned  to  fathom.  This  prejudice  was 
constantly  seen,  and  whatever  time  might  have  done  towards  lessening  it, 
the  labor  and  means  required  were  too  great  to  warrant  the  prosecution 
of  the  plan.  The  apparatus,  medicines,  &:c.  have  been  removed  to  a 
more  central  part  of  the  city,  where,  for  the  present,  a  Dispensary  has 
been  established  for  the  same  object ;  but  whether  it  will  be  continued  or 
not,  will  depend  upon  circumstances,  and  it  may  be  that  the  public  Dis- 
pensary which  has  existed  for  many  years  in  Boston,  will  make  similar 
efforts  unnecessary. 

The  Children's  Infirmary  was  in  existence  eighteen  months,  and  the 
wdiole  number  of  patients  admitted  was  305.  The  number  of  beds  was 
30;  the  average  number  occupied,  perhaps  15.  Died,  22;  discharged 
well,  231  ;  relieved,  25  ;  not  relieved,  22  ;  not  treated,  4  ;  eloped,  1. 

Ages. — Fifteen  years  and  under,  192  ;  over  fifteen,  113. 
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The  diseases  were  as  follows  : 
General  debility,  nnoslly  emig'nts,  27 

Typhoid  fever,  116 

Ship  fever,  14 

Puerperal  do.  1 

Scarlet  do.  2 

Rheumatism,  8 

Sciatica,  1 

Bronchitis,  11 

Scrofula,  13 

Hysteria,  4 

Secondary  syphilis,  3 

Erysipelas,  1 

Chorea,  2 

Cutaneous  affections,  '  6 

Mania,  1 

Paralysis,  3 

Diseases  of  the  eye,  10 

Tonsillitis,  1 

Pneumonia,  4 

Phthisis,  11 

Yours,  very  respectfully 


Disease  of  the  heart, 
Pleurisy, 
Amenorrhoea, 
Icterus, 
Ascites, 
Dyspepsia, 
Dysentery, 
Diarrhoea, 
Abortion, 
Prolapsus  ateri, 
Dysmenorrhffia, 
Vulvitis, 
Wounds, 
Fractures, 
Tumors, 

Affections  of  knee  joint, 
Uncertain, 


Total, 


3 
2 
2 
I 
1 
3 
6 

17 
1 
1 
1 
2 

12 
5 
1 
4 
3 


305 
W.  R.  L. 


VEGETABLK   ACIDS,  AS  CORRECTIVES  OF   ACIDITY  OF  THE  STO- 
MACH AND  SOME   OTHER   DYSPEPTIC  AFFECTIONS. 

BY  STEPHKN  TRACY,  M.D.,  WORCKSTER,  MASS, 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  .Tournal.] 

That  the  mineral  acids  are  sonnetimes  serviceable  in  removing  acidity 
of  stomach,  has  long  been  known.  That  the  vegetable  acids  are  fre- 
quently  so,  has  also  been  testified  by  several  medical  writers  more  re- 
cently. But  no  theory  of  their  modus  operandi  lias  as  yet  been  pre- 
sented to  the  profession,  that  is  at  all  satisfactory.  It  has  been  said  by- 
one  eminent  medical  writer,  that  they  seem  to  act  homoeopathically  ;  but 
we  are  not  of  that  school,  and  cannot  receive  such  an  explanation.  An- 
other writer  suggests  that  it  is  by  a  gently  tonic  property  that  they  ef- 
fect a  cure  ;  but  we  give  lemonade  and  other  dilute  acids  as  a  febrifuge 
and  antiphlogistic  remedy.    We  cannot,  therefore,  admit  this  theory. 

Besides  these  two  theories,  I  am  not  aware  that  any  has  been  pre- 
sented for  the  consideration  of  the  profession.  The  writer  did,  indeed, 
make  an  attempt,  several  years  since,  to  bring  before  them  another  and 
to  himself  satisfactory  theory  ;  but  the  editor  mutilated  his  article,*  giving 


*  In  that  article  I  remarked  that  "  I  had  found  vegetable  acids  uniformly  and  entirely  success- 
ftil  in  removing  the  disposition  to  attacks  of  acidity,  in  persons  who,  during  the  interval  of  such 
attacks,  w  ere  free  from  all  such  symptoms ;  and  my  impression  is  that  in  all  srteli  cases  they  can  be 
relied  upon  with  more  confidence  than  any  other  remedy.    In  many  cases  of  acidity  arising  from 

Kregnancy,  I  have  found  the  sub-acid  fruits  of  great  service,  while  those  that  were  tart  could  not 
e  borne,  and  where  mineral  acids  were  decidedly  injurious."  Braithwaite  twice  did  the  writer 
the  honor  of  a  favorable  notice,  but  why  the  half  of  the  article  sent  was  rejected,  he  has  never 
been  able  to  learn. 
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only  the  statement  of  cases  benefited  ny  treatment  with  vegetable  acids, 
and  wholly  rejecting  the  theory.  The  article  referred  to  may  be  found 
in  the  American  Journal  of  Medical  Science,  April,  1844. 

Since  1841,  I  have  continued  to  prescribe  the  use  of  vegetable  acids 
with  very  satisfactory  success.  Cases  requiring  tlieir  use  are  more  fre- 
quent during  the  last  of  winter  and  in  tlie  spring. 

I  beg  leave,  therefore,  to  call  the  attention  of  (he  profession  to  this 
mode  of  relieving  their  patients  from  this  often  distressing  complaint  ; 
and  in  order  that  I  may  do  this  the  more  effectually,  I  would  offer  for 
their  consideration  my  theory  of  the  action  of  these  acids  in  those 
cases  in  which  they  are  found  serviceable,  for  I  fancy  that  they  will  be 
much  more  ready  to  administer  them  when  able  to  give  the  rationale  of 
their  action,  than  when  obliged  either  to  give  an  unsatisfactory  or  evasive 
answer  to  inquiries  upon  this  point. 

In  all  those  cases  of  dyspeptic  acidity  of  stomach  in  which  acids  are 
found  serviceable,  it  is  believed  that  the  secretions  and  fluid  contents  of 
the  stomach  are  alkaline,  and  not  acid  as  has  been  supposed.  If  it  be 
not  so,  how  can  the  exhibition  of  acids  produce  the  eructations  of  gas 
which  they  are  found  to  do  ?  The  observations  of  Tieddeman  and 
Gmelin  have  shown  that  a  dilute  acid  is  indispensable  to  digestion. 
Food  will  not  digest  in  an  alkaline  fluid.  In  health  the  secretions  of  the 
upper  portions  of  the  alimentary  canal,  including  the  stomach,  are  acid, 
and  those  below  the  pylorus  are  alkaline.  It  appears,  from  the  experi- 
ments and  observations  of  Beaumont,  that  any  circumstance  causing  an 
irritation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal  tends  to  re- 
move the  point  of  alkaline  secretion  upwards,  so  that  those  of  the  whole 
stomach,  or  at  least  all  except  the  cardiac  orifice,  often  become  alkaline 
instead  of  acid,  as  is  necessary  in  order  to  digestion.  The  irritation  caused 
by  pregnancy  will  often  thus  affect  the  secretions  of  the  alimentary  canal. 
The  use  of  alkalies  and  the  disuse  of  fruits  also  tends  to  this  result. 
When  this  is  the  case  with  the  lower  portions  of  the  canal,  the  secretions 
of  the  oesophageal,  pharyngeal,  buccal  and  salivary  glands  are  increased  in 
acidity.  The  salivary  glands  often  pour  out  an  acid  that  corrodes  the 
teeth. 

If,  now,  while  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  alimentary  canal  is  mode- 
rately irritated,  food  is  taken  into  the  stomach,  it  is  not  digested  (for  an 
alkaline  fluid  will  not  digest  it),  but  remains  mechanically  disturbino^  it ; 
neither  does  it  excite  the  peristaltic  action  necessary  for  its  removal.  This 
is  only  excited  by  an  alimentary  bolus  imbued  with  a  dilute  acid.  Neither 
is  it  excited  to  a  reversed  action  so  as  to  cause  eructations  and  a  rejection  of 
its  contents  ;  they  are  not  sufficiently  irritating  for  that.  The  patient  says 
he  has  a  load — a  dead  weight  in  his  stomach  ;  and  he  speaks  the  exact 
truth — he  describes  the  very  thing.  Food  is  there,  it  is  true,  but  the 
bland  dilute  acid  necessary  to  protect  the  delicate  mucous  membrane 
from  irritation,  and  enable  it  to  digest  the  food  and  cause  it  to  become 
aliment  to  the  body,  is  not  there. 

If,  under  these  circumstances,  a  dilute  acid  be  exhibited,  digestion  and 
the  healthy  peristaltic  action  will  at  once  commence,  and  he  will  feel 
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well,  and  he  is  well.  But  if  no  acid  be  taken,  nature,  in  order  to  re- 
move the  difficulty,  causes  the  secretory  organs  of  the  alimentary  canal 
situated  about  and  above  the  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach,  to  pour  out 
a  strong  acid  (for  they  cannot  furnish  the  large  quantity  of  dilute  acid 
needed).  This  presenting  itself  for  admission  into  the  stomach,  is  per- 
haps in  part  rejected  on  account  of  its  acrid  quality,  and  perhaps  some 
of  the  food  with  it,  while  another  portion  of  it  remains  in  the  stomach, 
first  neutralizes  the  alkali  of  the  stomach,  then  renders  its  contents  acid 
and  digestion  is  effected.  The  above  is  the  ordinary  course  of  things 
under  a  slight  attack  of  dyspeptic  acidity  of  stomach,  as  it  is  called. 
The  acid  eructations  come  from  the  organs  situated  about  and  above 
the  cardiac  orifice  of  the  stomach,  while  the  contents  and  secretions  of 
that  organ  are  alkaline. 

Dyspeptic  headaches  are  often  prevented  or  cured  by  the  timely  use  of 
acids,  as  are  also  a  variety  of  ailments  of  a  similar  origin. 


ABORTION,  COMPLICATED  WITH  UTERINE  TUMOR* 

BY  D.  W.  DAVIS,  M.D. 

[Coiiimuiiicnted  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

On  the  5th  of  January,  1  was  called  upon  by  Mr.  C,  of  Woodstock, 
who  requested  me  to  go  to  his  house,  as  his  wife  was  taken  flowing.  On 
my  arrival  I  was  informed  that  four  weeks  previous,  she  was  taken  flow- 
ing, and  was  delivered  of  a  foetus  of  three  months.  On  examination,  I 
found  the  os  uteri  dilated,  and  a  tumor  presenting  as  large  as  the  fist. 
For  the  first  week  she  had  frequent  rigors,  followed  by  fever,  quick  pulse, 
and  great  tenderness  over  the  abdomen.  At  the  end  of  this  time,  the 
local  discharge  had  become  copious  and  extremely  offensive,  and  the  tu- 
mor had  evidently  lessened  in  size.  From  this  time  she  continued,  with 
gradual  improvement,  and  lessening  in  size  of  the  tumor,  up  to  the  thirty- 
fourth  day  li'om  confinement,  when  the  whole  morbid  growth  was  dis- 
charged. She  is  now  gradually  improving. 
Locke's  Mills,  Me.,  Feb.  lOth,  1848. 


PUBLIC  REPORTS  ON  THE  CHOLERA. 

[Various  medical  bodies  in  diflerent  countries  of  Europe  and  in  the 
United  States  have  had  the  subject  of  the  prevention  and  treatment  of 
the  cholera  brought  before  them,  and  have  issued  "  reports,"  "  instruc- 
tions," "manifestoes,"  and  "  notifications,"  principally  intended  for  the 
public,  but  of  interest  to  the  profession  as  showing  the  opinions  entertain- 
ed by  these  widely-separated  associations  of  medical  men.  That  of  the 
Board  of  Consulting  Physicians  of  Boston  is  now  before  us,  and  will 


*  The  copy  of  the  above  case  was  received  near  the  time  of  its  date,  but  was  accidentally  niis- 
Iaid.~ED. 
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be  inserted  in  an  early  number  of  the  Journal.  The  Dublin  and  the 
Edinburgh  Board  of  Health  Reports  have  also  been  received — both  of 
which  recommend  specific  remedies  more  confidently  than  the  other 
reports  we  have  seen,  or  than  any  real  knowledge  of  the  disease  would 
seem  to  warrant.  The  College  of  Physicians  of  London  have  made  a 
sensible  manifesto,  and  recommend  public  measures  which  are  perhaps 
necessary  there.  An  abstract  is  given  below.  A  General  Board  of 
Health  has  also  been  established  by  the  British  Government,  to  improve 
the  sanitary  condition  of  the  country,  and  to  prevent  the  approach  of 
epidemics  by  the  adoption  of  all  suitable  measures.] 

In  a  district  where  cholera  prevails  no  appreciable  increase  of  danger  is 
incurred  by  ministering  to  persons  affected  with  it,  and  no  safety  aflx^rded 
to  the  community  by  the  isolation  of  the  sick.  The  disease  has  almost 
invariably  been  most  destructive  in  the  dampest  and  filthiest  parts  of 
the  towns  it  has  visited.  A  state  of  debility  or  exhaustion,  however 
produced,  increases  the  liability  to  cholera.  The  committee  therefore 
recommend  all  persons  during  its  prevalence  to  live  in  the  manner 
they  have  hitherto  found  most  conducive  to  their  health  ;  avoiding  in- 
temperance of  all  kinds.  A  sufficiency  of  nourishing  food,  warm  cloth- 
ing, and  speedy  change  of  damp  garments,  regular  and  sufficient  sleep, 
and  avoidance  of  excessive  fatigue,  of  long  fasting,  and  of  exposure  to 
wet  and  cold  more  particularly  at  night,  are  important  means  of  promot- 
ing or  maintaining  good  health,  and  thereby  afford  protection  against  the 
cholera.  The  committee  do  not  recommend  that  the  public  should  ab- 
stain from  the  moderate  use  of  well-cooked  green  vegetables,  and  of  ri|)e 
or  preserved  fruits.  A  certain  proportion  of  these  articles  of  diet,  is,  with 
most  persons,  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  health.  The  committee 
likewise  think  it  not  advisable  to  prohibit  the  use  of  pork,  or  bacon  ;  or  of 
salted,  dried  or  smoked  meat  or  fish  ;  which  have  not  been  proved  to 
exert  any  direct  influence  in  causing  this  disease.  Nothing  promotes  the 
spread  of  epidemic  diseases  so  much  as  a  want  of  nourislunent  ;  and  the 
poor  will  necessarily  suffer  this  want,  if  they  are  led  to  abstain  from  those 
articles  of  food  on  which,  from  their  comparative  cheapness,  they  mainly 
depend  for  subsistence.  The  committee  also  recommend  the  establish- 
ment of  dispensaries  in  those  parts  of  the  town  which  are  remote  from 
the  existing  medical  institutions  ;  and  distinct  cholera  hospitals,  which  it 
will  require  some  time  to  organize,  and  which  they  believe  will  be  found 
to  be  absolutely  necessary,  should  the  epidemic  prevail  in  this  metr(ipo- 
lis  with  a  severity  at  all  approaching  that  which  it  manifested  on  its  first 
appearance  in  England.  In  conclusion,  they  "  urr^e  on  the  rich,  who 
have  comparatively  little  to  fear  for  themselves,  the  great  duty  of  gene- 
rously and  actively  ministering  to  the  relief  of  the  poor,  while  the  epi- 
demic prevails  ;  bearing  in  mind  that  fuel  and  vvartn  clothing,  and  suffi- 
cient nourishment,  are  powerful  safeguards  against  the  disease." 


(  364  ) 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.     NOVEMBER   29,    184  8. 


Preparation  for  the  Cholera. — A  common  question  addressed  to  medi- 
cal men  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  particularly  in  the  cities,  is,  "  What 
are  the  civil  authorities  doing  to  prevent  the  ingress  and  extension  of  the 
cholera?"  An  answer  could  be  better  given  when  the  disease  appears 
among  us.  With  regard  to  this  matter  of  "  preparation,"  we  think  there 
is  much  imprudence  as  well  as  ignorance  abroad.  Among  a  certain  class, 
there  is  an  indescribable  enjoyment  in  being  alarmed  by  one's  own  antici- 
pations of  something  horrible.  It  affords  a  fruitful  topic  for  conversation, 
iDesides  giving  opportunity  to  harass  and  frighten  those  more  ignorant  or 
less  excitable  than  themselves.  No  truth  is  more  thoroughly  understood 
by  medical  philosophers,  than  that  fear  actually  predisposes  to  disease,  un- 
der all  circumstances;  but  in  a  particular  manner,  in  times  of  epidemics, 
and  during  the  prevalence  of  maladies  which  rather  puzzle  the  profession. 
If  at  such  periods,  the  class  to  which  we  have  alluded  exert  themselves,  on 
all  possible  occasions,  to  increase  the  amount  of  public  and  private  concern 
in  regard  to  the  desolating  effects  of  the  prevailing  sickness,  the  fact  may 
be  considered  as  established,  beyond  contradiction,  that  there  vvill  be  consi- 
derable unnecessary  sacrifice  of  human  life  before  common  sense  begins  to 
re-act,  and  the  tone  of  general  sentiment  flows  in  the  right  channel. 

These  observations  are  pertinent  in  respect  to  cholera.  The  genuine 
Asiatic,  with  an  extra  quantum  of  collapses  and  spasms,  might  have  been 
raging  in  Boston  months  ago,  in  the  glory  of  triumph,  if  some  sage,  fore- 
seeing calamity-makers  could  have  succeeded  in  raising  the  fever  of  fright. 
Did  such  exist  here,  they  would  exult  in  turning  the  palaces  in  Beacon 
street  into  a  long  row  of  hospitals,  upon  the  principle  of  being  always  pre- 
pared for  an  emergency,  and  because,  in  vulgar  parlance,  "  a  stitch  in  time 
saves  nine." 

In  1832,  fifty  thousand  dollars  were  promptly  appropriated  by  the  city 
of  Boston,  in  anticipation  of  the  cholera.  Preparations  without  stint,  for 
the  comfort  of  patients  and  the  immediate  relief  of  the  poor,  characterized 
those  spirited  municipal  doings.  But  the  mighty  monster  passed  by  with- 
out occupying  many  of  the  beds,  or  dealing  harshly  with  the  thousands 
who  stood  fearfully  waiting  to  break  down  in  a  twinkling.  Sometimes 
the  query  is  suggested,  what  became  of  all  that  liberal  sum  of  money? 

When  the  Asiatic  cholera  fairly  shows  itself  in  Boston,  there  will  be 
found  energy,  humanity,  perseverance  and  means  enough  in  the  city  go- 
vernment, and  sufficient  medical  skill  in  the  profession,  to  meet  any  emer- 
gency. Instead  of  organizing  district  boards  of  health,  and  fitting  up  local 
hospitals,  beforehand,  it  is  only  necessary  to  pursue  a  strict  course  of  street 
supervision,  and,  as  far  as  possible,  prevent  the  accumulation  of  nuisances 
in  lanes,  houses  and  cellars.  By  looking  after  these  sources  of  annoyance 
and  seed-beds  of  disease,  the  best  preparation  will  be  practised  for  keeping 
the  cholera  at  bay.  If,  notwithstanding,  it  is  destined  to  come  among  us, 
the  course  of  prudence  is  to  wait  its  advent  with  firmness,  and  when  it 
arrives  act  with  becoming  promptitude,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  the 
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times.  But  let  each  individual  keep  in  mind  this  essential  fact,  tlxt  fear 
is  a  predisposing  cause,  and  therefore  let  him  stand  up  in  the  di^iity  of 
manhood,  against  its  debilitating  influences. 

Nothing  we  have  here  said  is  intended  to  discourage,  in  the  pagestf  this 
Journal  or  elsewhere,  a  proper  scientific  discussion  of  the  nature  ortreat- 
ment  of  the  cholera.  This  is  expected  of  the  profession,  and  they  rou\d 
be  neglectful  of  duty  to  omit  it. 


By-Laws  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. — A  meeting  was  hed  on 
tlie  4th  of  October,  by  the  Counsellors  of  the  Massachusetts  Medical  So- 
ciety, at  which  a  report  was  made  by  the  Committee  appointed  to  arrmge 
the  by-lnws  in  conformity  with  the  proposed  alterations  in  them.  It  yas 
re-committed,  with  instructions  to  make  further  needful  revisions,  and  tien 
be  distributed  to  the  Counsellors,  and  there  is  to  be  an  adjourned  meeing 
of  the  board  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  December.  Dr.  Jeffries,  of  Bosbn, 
has  given  an  uncommon  share  of  attention  to  this  matter,  with  a  desire  to 
make  peace  in  all  quarters,  by  dealing  justly  with  all.  The  scheme  he  las 
furnished  is  admirable,  easily  understood,  and  so  methodically  arranged 
that  it  strikes  us  that  it  would  be  quite  difficult  to  get  up  a  long  debate  n 
after  years  upon  any  article,  on  account  of  its  obscurity. 


Perforation  of  the  Skull  with  an  Iron  Bolt. — Nevvspapers  have  been 
circulating  the  story  of  a  shocking  accident  which  occurred  at  Cavendisl, 
Vt.,  where  an  iron  bar,  one  inch  and  a  quarter  in  diameter,  and  nearl/ 
3  feet  long,  was  actually  driven  through  a  man's  skull,  and  passed  ofi' manr 
rods  beyond.  Strange  as  it  may  appear,  the  facts,  as  related,  are  true, 
The  man  is  living,  and  walks  about  the  house.  All  the  particulars  of  the 
case  are  preparing  for  publication  in  this  Journal,  by  Dr.  Harlow,  the  at- 
tending surgeon,  who  writes,  under  date  of  Nov.  20th,  "  The  notes  of  my 
case  of  injury  of  the  bead  will  be  ready  in  a  few  days.  A  sinus  under 
the  frontalis  muscle  is  now  nearly  healed." 


National  Medical  Associaiioji's  Report. — As  stated  in  last  week's  Jour- 
nal, inquiries  are  often  made  how  copies  of  the  new  volume  of  Transactions 
can  be  procured.  It  appears  to  us  that  some  better  plan  should  be  devised 
for  placing  the  publication  within  the  reach  of  the  profession,  who  naturally 
have  a  desire  to  know  precisely  what  business  has  been  transacted.  A 
cheap  edition,  therefore,  placed  on  sale  in  all  the  cities,  Vvould  be  subserv- 
ing the  great  interests  of  the  Association.  If  it  is  an  object  to  diffuse 
information,  and  gain  the  regard  and  co-operation  of  the  profession  all  over 
the  States,  they  should  be  furnished  with  the  means  of  ascertaining  the 
annual  doings  of  the  Association.  As  the  matter  now  stands,  it  is  exceed- 
ingly inconvenient,  as  both  the  money  and  the  copies  ordered  out  of  Phi- 
ladelphia must  be  sent  by  mail  or  express. 


The  Urinary  Secretion  in  Cholera. — It  will  be  remembered  that  Dr. 
Comstock,  in  some  remarks  in  this  Journal  a  few  weeks  since,  directed  the 
attention  of  readers  to  the  non-secretion  of  urine  in  cases  of  cholera,  and 
the  consequent  indication  of  diuretics  as  a  remedy.  His  views  are  con- 
firmed by  those  of  Mr,  Pilcher,  of  London,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
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extract  rom  the  proceedinn^s  of  a  meeting  of  the  London  Medical  Society, 
on  the/th  of  October.  His  concluding  rennarks  respecting  calomel  are 
singulf^ly  at  variance  with  the  views  of  most  medical  men,  but  harmonized 
with  tlise  of  other  members  present.  Several  of  the  members  had  for- 
merlyieen  good  effects  result  from  the  use  of  cold  water. 

"  M.  Pilcher  said  that  drainage  had  a  great  effect  in  preventing  cholera, 
and  crtitrasted  Birmingham,  which  was  well  drained,  and  escaped  easily, 
with  'Valsall,  which  was  low,  and  ill  drained,  where  great  numbers  perish- 
ed, 'de  did  not  consider  cholera  contagious,  it  was  rather  epidemic.  He 
had  iund  opium  the  best  remedy — without  depressing  or  narcotizing  the 
systen — but  given  to  arrest  purging,  and  assist  the  secretion  of  the  kid- 
neys He  had  often  observed  that  there  was  a  peculiar  expression  in  the 
courtenance  of  cholera  patients,  indicating  whether  the  patient  would  die 
or  n)t.  There  was  no  pain  in  severe  cases,  the  nervous  system  being  too 
mu(Ji  depressed.  The  saline  treatment  with  oxymuriate  of  potassa  and 
opiim  seemed  to  arrest  purging,  and  restore  the  secretion  of  the  kidneys. 
Where  urine  was  secreted, 'the  patient  generally  did  well.  Jeremy's  spe- 
cifc — a  valuable  preparation  of  opium,  made  with  water — was  considered 
a  giecific  in  India.  He  soon  gave  up  giving  calomel,  as  he  thought  it  al- 
\v£ys  injurious." 


Medical  Joitrnalism  in  London. — The  copyright  of  the  "  Medical 
Times  "  was  sold  at  auction  in  London,  Oct.  13th,  by  order  of  the  mort- 
gagees. The  work  has  been  published  nearly  nine  years,  and  has  been  a 
rival,  though  perhaps  not  a  very  formidable  one,  to  the  long-established  but 
slill  sharp-pointed  "  Lancet."  The  two  works  have  been  at  bitter  vari- 
ance. Mr.  Wakley,  of  the  Lancet,  has  several  times  prosecuted  his  ad- 
versary for  libel,  and  has  been  successful  in  the  cases — though  one  action 
is  still  pending — nearly  £1000  having  been  paid  in  costs  and  damages. 
Il  is  amusing  to  us  at  a  distance  to  perceive  the  influence  which  hostile 
feelings  had  upon  Mr.  Wakley's  judgment.  On  the  day  of  the  sale,  he 
says  in  the  Lancet,  "  A  breaking  up  and  insolvency  could  be  the  only 
termination  of  such  an  imbecile  adventure."  "  What  is  called  the  'copy- 
right' of  the  thing  will  be  offered  for  sale  ;  we  do  not  say  it  will  be  sold. 
We  can  undertake  most  positively  to  assert  that  we  would  not  be  encum- 
bered with  such  a  copyright  if  it  were  offered  to  us  as  a  gift."  Yet  "  the 
thing  "  was  sold,  and  for  the  handsome  sum  of  £1710 — the  clear  income 
from  the  work  being  stated  at  the  auction  to  be  £1000  per  annum.  It 
was  purchased,  too,  by  a  firm  of  well-known  printers,  who  are  since  well 
spoken  of  by  the  Lancet,  and  who  would  not  be  likely  greatly  to  over-esti- 
mate the  pecuniary  value  of  the  work.  It  was  shown  at  the  auction,  how- 
ever, as  is  asserted  by  the  Lancet,  that  the  circulation  of  the  Times,  in- 
stead of  being,  as  represented  by  the  latter,  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
medical  periodical,  has  been  much  less  than  that  of  the  Lancet — which 
deception,  the  latter  says,  exonerates  advertisers  from  any  payment  for 
advertisements  thus  fraudulently  obtained. 


Progress  of  Cholera  in  Great  Britain. — By  the  steamer  from  Liver- 
pool on  Saturday  last,  we  learn  that  there  has  been  sonje  increase  in  the 
number  of  cases  of  cholera,  both  in  England  and  Scotland,  since  the  pre- 
vious arrival.    In  London  and  its  vicinity,  the  deaths  reported  the  pre- 
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vious  week  were  65;  the  number  of  new  cases,  daily,  10  or  12.  The 
j^eneral  health,  however,  is  now  39  below  the  weekly  average  of  the  last 
five  years.  On  the  former  appearance  of  the  disease  in  London,  in  183], 
the  total  mortality  diminished  for  the  first  few  weeks,  then  was  raised  to 
its  average,  and  during  the  height  of  the  cholera  was  doubled.  In  the 
provinces  the  disease  makes  some  progress,  but  the  cases  are  few  in  num- 
ber. In  Edinburgh  and  vicinity  it  is  committing  greater  ravages — the 
number  of  cases,  to  the  8ih  inst.,  being  468,  and  the  deaths  243,  On  the 
7th,  49  new  cases  were  reported,  and  on  the  Sth,  27.  The  great  manu- 
facturing towns  have  as  yet  escaped,  but  it  is  said  to  have  appeared  on  the 
northern  coast  of  France. 


Vallefs  Pills  of  Carbonate  of  Iron. — Every  apothecary  is  aware  that 
however  consistent  the  mass  pill,  ferri  carb.,  of  the  U.  S.  P.,  may  be  at 
the  time  it  is  made  into  pills,  its  deliquescent  nature  soon  causes  them  to 
attract  sufficient  moisture  to  soften  and  run  together  in  damp  weather. 
We  have  found  it  very  convenient  to  prepare  a  quantity  of  ihe  officinal 
pills  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  :  we  take  a  plate  of  tinned  iron,  place 
on  it  as  much  of  the  mass  as  is  sufficient  for  two  or  three  hundred  pills, 
and  hold  it  at  such  a  distance  above  a  lamp  or  other  source  of  heat  as  is 
sufficient  to  cause  evaporation,  whilst  the  mass  is  constantly  kept  in  mo- 
tion with  a  spatula,  observing  that  no  carbonic  acid  is  evolved  by  too  great  a 
temperature.  As  soon  as  a  small  portion  of  the  mass  will  splinter  after 
cooling,  when  crushed,  the  plate  is  removed  and  the  hot  mass  made  up 
rapidly  into  pills  of  three  grains  each,  which  are  kept  closely  stopped  in 
a  bottle.  When  more  than  a  dozen  of  these  pills  are  dispensed  in  a 
prescription,  they  should  be  enclosed  in  a  wide-mouthed  vial  which  pre- 
vents all  chance  of  deliquescence. — Amer.  Jour,  of  Pharmacy. 


Delegates  to  American  Medical  Association. — The  Medical  Society  of 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  has  appointed  Drs.  Coventry,  McCabe,  Dering, 
Goodsell  and  Babcock,  delegates  to  the  Association  at  its  meeting  in  Boston, 
in  May  next. — Med.  News  ajid  Library. 


To  CoRRKSPONDENTs. — Dr.  Thayer's  paper  on  Asiatic  Cholera,  and  Dr.  F.  H.  P.'s  conclud- 
ing' notice  of  Dr.  Fitch's  boolc  on  Consumption,  have  been  received. 


Marrikd,— At  Washinjrton,  D.  C,  J.  F.  Mav,  M.D.,  to  Miss  S.  M.  Mills. — At  East  Windsor 
Hill,  Conn.,  Wm.  Wood,  M.D.,  to  Miss  M.  L.  Ellsworth. 


Died,— At  Brookfield,  Conn.,  Dr.  Philo  Merwin,  85.— At  Columbus,  Ohio,  Dr.  P.  Sisson,  37. 
— At  Circleville,  Ohio,  Marcus  Brown,  M.D.,  23. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Nov.  25th,  66. — Males,  35 — females,  31.— 
Stillborn,  2.  Of  consumption,  9 — typhus  fever.  4 — scarlet  fever,  7 — lung  fever,  5 — disease 
of  the  heart,  2 — infantile.  3 — teething,  1 — convulsions,  4 — croup,  3 — marasmus.  3 — murdered,  1 
— paralysis,  1 — dropsy,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  3 — apoplexy,  1— . 
hooping-  cough,  1 — throat  distemper,  2 — old  age,  1 — accidental,  4 — smallpox,  2 — disease  of  the 
bowels,  1  —  cancer,  ] — dysentery,  1 — cramp  in  the  stomach,  1 — bronchitis,  1. 

Under  5  years,  28 — between  5  and  20  years.  10— between  20  and  40  years,  11 — between  40 
aud  60  years,  11 — over  60  years.  6. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — Mr.  Clency,  of  (iHrrnantown,  Oliio,  at  the  aj,'e  of  U)."),  voted  at 
the  polls  for  f*i esidetit.  Moses  Sticluiey,  of  JiitiVev,  N.  H.,  .'i<:trd  97,  walked  two  miles 
and  a  half  to  the  pedis,  for  tlie  fanio  purpose.  This  is  spirited  ioii<:evity. — Cases  of 
yellow  fever  eontinue  to  occur  at  Vickshdrif .  Oct  2(jih,  there  were  two  d(>atlis  hy  it, 
and  two  rnf)re  on  tlie  28lli. — The  population  of  En<.'land  is  represented  to  l)e  increasing 
at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  persons  daily  ;  and  it  is  shown  hy  official  returns,  that  sixty- 
five  thousand  paupers  are  annually  added  to  the  mass  of  paupers  already  sup|.orted  hy 
a  tax  on  the  f»ef)ple. — VVilliatn  Adams,  an  old  soldier,  died  at  Washington,  Ptsnti.,  at 
the  a^re  of  years. — On  <i;ood  medical  authority,  it  is  stated  that  all  diseases  arising 
from  drinking  spirituous  or  fermented  liquors  are  liable  to  become  hereditary,  and  gra- 
dually to  increase  until,  if  tfie  cause  be  (Mmlinued,  tlie  fimiiy  becomes  extinct. — At 
Weston,  Missouri,  a  new  botanical  Journal  is  to  be  published,  advocating  a  miscalled 
medical  reform. — A  certain  Dr.  Newton,  out  west,  has  produ(;ed  a  pampiilet,  in  which 
the  idea  is  advanced  that  cancer  is  caused  by  entozoa. — In  1847,  the  numb(!r  of  bushels 
of  Indian  Corn  used  for  distilling  spirits  was  2r).0l)0,000  ;  Kve,  used  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, 10,000,000  bushels  ;  total,  35,000,000!  The  quantity" of  potatoes  manufactured 
into  whiskey  is  not  staled. —  Dr.  Hoyt,  city  physician  of  Syracuse,  is  laboring  with 
praiseworthy  earnestness  to  induce  the  people  to  erect  a  public  hospital  in  that  city. — 
That  iniquitous  business  of  prosecuting  surgeons  for  malpractice,  has  re-commenced  in 
the  north-easterly  part  of  Vermont. 


SURGICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

J.  W.  Phei.ps  would  announce  to  the  medical  profession,  that,  during  his  late  tour  in  Europe,  he 
secured  the  agency  for  the  sale  of  Weiss  aiid  Son's  (LondonJ  celebrated  Surgical  Instruments, 
and  since  his  return  has  received  an  invoice  comprising  Anipuialing,  Trepanning  and  Obsietrical  In- 
striunents  of  new  jialterns.  Segala's  Speculum  Vaginae,  Jordan's  Ear  Lamp,  Reservoir  Syringes 
with  metallic  pistons.  Pocket  Cases,  &c.  These  Instruments  are  known  to  the  profession  as  the 
best  in  use,  and  are  supplied  hy  this  London  house  to  nearly  all  the  Hospitals  and  eminent  surgeons 
of  Europe.  From  the  same  house  the  subscriber  will  be  supplied  with  all  new  inventions  and  im- 
provements in  the  art,  as  they  appear  from  time  to  time  in  Europe.  The  above  articles,  with  many 
not  enumeratefi,  together  with  a  full  assortment  of  his  own  Patent  Convex  Spiral  Trusses  and  Ab- 
dominal Supporters,  may  be  found  at  176  Tremont  St.,  opposite  Tremont  House,  Boston.    Oc25— 6m 

TO  SURG-EONS.— ETHEREAL  SOLUTION  OF  GUN  COTTON 
The  properties  of  this  solution  as  applied  to  Surgery,  by  Mr.  S.  L.  Bigelow,  are  as  follows.  It 
almost  instantly  forms  an  unirrltating  coaling  or  plaster  of  great  strength  and  durability.  In  con- 
tracting, it  brings  the  edges  of  the  wound  very  lirmly  together,  and  being  impervious  to  air  and 
water,  enables  them  to  unite  rajddly  by  first  intention.  It  leaves  hardly  a  perceptible  scar.  No 
sutures  are  required  for  simple  incised  wounds  of  any  lenath.  It  affords  protection  for  all  excoriated 
surfaces,  &c,  mh22— tf  For  sale  by      JOSEPH  BURNETT,  33  Tremont  Row. 


OBSTETRICAL  INSTRUMENTS. 

Of  the  latest  and  most  approved  patterns,  in  cases,  or  singly .  The  cases  include  Force;75,  Fecici, 
Perforating  Scissors,  Blunt  Hook  and  Crotchet,  Bedforcfs  Guard,  Placenta  Forceps,  &c. 

Also,  a  full  assortment  of  Amputating,  Trephining,  Autopsy,  Dissecting.  Dressing,  Eye,  Tonsil, 
and  all  other  Instruments  used  by  Surgeons.  For  sale  on  favorable  terms  by    JOSEI^H  BURNETT, 
May  17— tf  No.  33  Tremont  Row 

DR.  SKINNER'S  CLARIFIED  COD-LIVER  OIL. 
The  purest  article  of  Cod-Liver  Oil  is  put  up  by  Dr.  Skinner,  at  his  otiice,  60  1-2  Cornhill,  (up 
stairs),  and  offered  to  the  prof ession,  to  druggists  and  to  the  public  generally.  Price,  37  1-2  cents  for 
email  bottles;  75  cents  for  large  do.  A  printed  pamphlet  of  medical  authorities,  certificates,  direc- 
tions for  using  the  oil,  «fec.,  accompanies  each  bottle.  Tbe  protiession  and  druggists  supplied  at  the 
usual  discount.  H.  B.  SKINNER,  M.U. 

May  31— tf  Office,  60  1-2  Cornhill  (up  stairs) 

FRESH  AND  GENUINE  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES 
Of  superior  quality,  carehilly  prepared  for  Physicians'  use,  and  for  sale  on  the  most  favorable  terma. 
at  33  Tremont  Row,  Boston,  by  JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

Feb.  10— tf.  (Successor  to  T.  Metcalf.) 

RESPIRATORS. 
The  subscriber  has  a  few  English  Respirators,  that  he  will  sell  at  cost. 

N1.5— eoplm  H.  I.  BOWDITCH. 

TO  PHYSICIANS. 

A  YOUNG  physician  now  practising  in  New  York  City,  wishes  to  associate  himself  witli  an  elderly  and 
well-established  practitioner,  in  some  growing  country  village  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  Ms.  The  ad., 
vertiser  has  been  five  years  in  practice,  during  which  time  he  has  been  connected  with  some  of  the 
first  hospitais  in  the  country.  After  a  time  he  would  purchase  the  senior  physician's  real  estate,  if  he 
wished  to  dispose  of  it,  at  a  fair  valuation.    For  particulars,  inquire  at  this  office.       Sep.  20 — eoptf. 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  Slates,  can  procure  ten  qnills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccinb 
Villus  by  return  of  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  en-s 
closing  one  doWav, post  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  office.  Feb.  8, 
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ASIATIC  CHOLERA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  to  request  the  publication  of  the  following  article, 
in  the  Medical  Journal.  It  is  the  report  of  the  epidemic  of  cholera  which 
occurred  in  the  Massachusetts  State  Prison  in  1832,  made  to  the  Go- 
vernor of  tlie  Comrnonwealth  by  Dr.  Walker,  then  Physician  of  the 
Prison. 

This  report  was  published  in  your  Journal  in  January,  1833  ;  but  so 
large  a  number  of  physicians  have  come  into  practice  since  that  time, 
that  it  is  in  the  hands  of  comparatively  few.  I  should  ask  you  to  re- 
publish it  from  your  own  Journal,  but  I  wish  to  add  some  remarks,  and 
have  therefore  taken  the  liberty  to  transcribe  it. 

Although  our  city  government  are  taking  measures  to  prepare  the 
people  to  meet  the  disease  in  the  most  favorable  manner,  there  are  few 
means  within  the  reach  of  physicians,  of  acquiring  a  thorough  know- 
ledge of  its  character  and  treatment.  It  is  remarkable  that  Ticknor  & 
Co.,  the  medical  booksellers  in  this  city,  have  not  a  single  copy  of  any 
work,  old  or  new,  on  the  subject.  The  Massachusetts  Medical  Society's 
Report  on  Cliolera,  which  gave  an  analysis,  with  liberal  extracts,  of  the 
best  reports  then  made,  is  not  now  to  be  obtained. 

I  find  Dr.  Walker's  report  to  be  so  clear  an  exposition  of  the  disease, 
and  so  successful  an  instance  of  medical  treatment,  that  it  seems  capa- 
ble of  supplying  to  a  considerable  extent  the  deficiency  in  our  informa- 
tion. The  paper  is  not  perfect,  nor  can  it  supersede  the  necessity  of 
consulting  more  thorough  and  exact  works,  when  they  can  be  obtained. 
The  description  is  wanting  in  some  important  particulars  :  it  does  not 
give  us  the  order  in  which  the  symptoms  occurred,  nor  their  duration  ; 
neither  does  it  give  any  case  in  detail,  which  it  would  have  been  in- 
teresting and  useful  to  do.  The  large  number  of  cases  which  occurred 
during  the  first  days  precluded  the  possibility  of  recording  them,  but  it  is 
to  be  regretted  that  this  was  not  done  for  the  later  ones.  The  pa- 
thological anatomy  of  the  disease  is  not  furnished  in  this  report,  for  there 
was  no  fatal  case.  But  the  symptoms  were  so  accurately  observed  and 
so  clearly  stated,  and  the  treatment  was  so  successful,  that  the  report 
will  well  repay  us  for  careful  study. 
19 
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As  doubts  were  expressed  at  the  time,  of  the  identity  of  this  affection 
with  the  Asiatic  cholera,  it  may  be  well  to  sum  up  the  principal  facts, 
although  the  evidence  is  clear  enough  to  make  it  ahiiost  a  work  of 
supererogation. 

The  epidemic  began  while  cholera  was  prevailing  in  Canada,  Albany, 
New  York  and  Philadelphia  ;  and  within  ten  days  before  the  first  un- 
doubted case  occurred  in  Boston,  and  about  the  same  lime  that  cases 
were  seen  in  other  towns  in  the  eastern  part  of  Massachusetts. 

Of  all  the  symptoms  which  chajacterize  cholera  in  its  worst  form,  not 
one  was  absent  excepting  cramps;  which  did,  however,  occur  in  one 
of  the  worst  cases.    But  the  symptoms  which  express  the  essential  cha-  i*, 
racter  of  the  disease,  those  of  serious  obstruction  of  the  circulation,  were 
fully  marked. 

The  careful  analysis  of  the  food  which  had  been  given  to  the  pri- 
soners on  the  day  of  the  first  attack,  and  tlie  examination  of  the  medi- 
cine shop,  prove  conclusively  that  no  poison  introduced  into  the  stomach 
had  any  agency  in  the  production  of  the  symptoms.  And  when  the 
disease  continued  to  appear  in  new  subjects,  day  after  day,  for  nearly  five 
weeks,  all  suspicion  of  such  agencies  was  justly  removed.  The  diet 
of  all  the  prisoners  was  the  same,  while  only  part  of  them  were  seized  ; 
and  again,  the  same  diet  was  continued  after  the  attack  as  before,  with 
no  injurious  effects. 

It  must  be  allowed,  then,  that  the  disease  was  cholera.  If  it  be  said 
that  it  wanted  some  symptoms  of  that  disease,  it  may  be  answered  that 
wherever  cholera  prevails,  there  are  many  cases  not  fully  developed,  but 
sufficiently  marked  to  entitle  them  to  be  classed  with  it.  The  affection 
was  less  severe  in  the  Prison  than  it  usually  appears  ;  and  that  it  was 
not  fatal  in  any  case  may  be  attributed  to  this,  as  well  as  to  the  facts  that 
the  subjects  of  the  disease  were  in  a  position  to  be  reported  to  the  medi- 
cal officer  as  soon  as  the  slightest  deviation  fiom  health  was  observed, 
and  that  active  treatment  was  used  at  once. 

I  have  copied  the  Report  entire,  although  the  introductory  paragraphs 
might  be  somewhat  abridged  witliout  impairing  the  history  of  the  epi- 
demic ;  but  the  preliminary  measures  taken  by  the  Physician,  at  a  time 
when  the  Prison  might  well  be  in  a  panic  at  the  irruption  of  so  severe  a 
malady,  advancing  at  the  alarming  rate  of  115  patients  in  the  first  24 
hours,  are  so  admirable  an  example  of  prompt  and  energetic  action,  that 
it  is  due  to  our  profession  to  give  its  members  the  benefit  of  reading 
them.  Respectfully  yours, 

Boston,  November  21,  1848.  Wm.  Henry  Thayer. 

To  His  Excellency,  Levi  Lincoln,  Governor,  SfC. 

Sir, — On  the  evening  of  the  5th  of  August,  about  sun-setting,  I  receiv- 
ed a  message  from  the  Warden  of  the  State  Prison,  stating  that  many  of  the 
convicts  were  suffering  severe  pain,  and  requesting  my  attendance.  I 
repaired  immediately  to  the  Prison,  and  found  that  two  men  had  been 
removed  to  the  hospital  during  the  afternoon,  that  others  had  sickened, 
and  that  the  disease  was  becoming  general  among  them.    My  attention 
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was  first  drawn  to  several  who  had  been  taken  from  their  ce  Is,  and 
placed  in  the  gallery,  that  they  mighty  be  more  easily  assisted.  An 
examination  of  tliese  cases  convinced  me  that  I  had  to  do  with  a  dis- 
ease of  no  ordinary  grade  or  character. 

In  answer  to  my  inquiry  what  made  them  sick,  they  each  informed 
me  that  they  had  been  well  up  to  that  day,  and  knew  not  what  had 
produced  their  malady.  1  next  visited  some  in  tlieir  cells,  and  found  a 
remarkable  similarity  in  all  ;  that  although  the  disease  had  but  recently 
commenced,  its  effects  had  been  truly  wonderful  and  distressing.  The 
contortions  of  countenance,  writhing  of  body  under  pain,  and  outcries  of 
suffering,  issuing  from  every  part  of  the  Prison,  presented  a  picture  of 
distress,  which,  familiar  as  I  have  been  with  scenes  of  suffering  at  mili- 
tary hospitals,  I  have  never  seen  equalled.  The  occasion  required 
prompt  and  decisive  measures — but  here  a  difficulty  presented  itself. 
Night  had  arrived — as  usual  the  Prison  was  under  the  care  of  the 
Warden  and  night  watch  of  officers  only,  whilst  its  other  officers  were  at 
their  homes,  or  scattered  about  the  town.  The  hospital  was  in  another 
building  some  rods  distant — there  were  no  watchmen  on  the  walls,  and 
darkness  might  afford  facilities  for  escape. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  advised  with  the  Warden,  and,  in  co- 
operation with  him,  executed  the  following  plan  of  operations.  First — 
a  messenger  was  sent  to  summon  the  whole  corps  of  officers  to  their 
posts.  Second — the  nurse  was  required  to  have  all  the  beds  in  the  hos- 
pital in  readiness  for  the  reception  of  the  sick.  Third — a  man  was  sent 
round  the  Prison,  with  orders  to  inquire  at  every  cell,  and  where  he 
found  a  man  sick,  to  take  from  him  his  water-can,  and  place  a  mark 
upon  the  door.  Following  close  upon  the  heels  of  this  messenger,  I 
visited  all  the  sick  in  their  cells,  encouraged  them  to  bear  their  pains 
with  fortitude,  assured  them  the  means  of  relief  were  at  hand,  and  sorted 
out  such  as  suffered  most  severely,  and  placed  them  together  in  the  gal- 
lery. An  officer  was  now  directed  to  go  round  among  the  cells  once  in 
half  an  hour,  and  give  a  pill  of  opium  to  each  man,  until  his  sufferings 
should  abate.  The  next  object  was  to  convey  the  sickest  patients  to 
the  hospital  ;  and  I  am  happy  to  say,  such  was  the  state  of  discipline 
among  the  officers,  and  such  their  alacrity  on  this  occasion,  that  the 
Warden  had  no  difficulty  in  conveying  the  sick  from  Prison  to  Prison,  nor 
in  passing  every  necessary  person  or  article  without  delay,  and  without 
at  all  endangering  the  safe  keeping  of  the  convicts,  although  the  night 
watch  of  officers  only  was  present  during  these  operations.  From  this 
lime,  I  am  confident  thirty  minutes  had  not  elapsed  before  we  were  able 
to  send  aid,  courage  and  confidence,  to  the  remotest  cells  of  this  exten- 
sive establishment.  Having  removed  the  first  class  of  patients  to  the 
hospital,  and  prescribed  for  their  cases,  as  will  be  explained  by-and-by, 
I  returned  to  the  new  Prison,  examined  all  the  sick  in  rotation,  collected 
another  class  of  patients,  and  had  them  conveyed  to  the  hospital  like- 
wise. In  this  manner  our  time  passed,  until  about  9  o'clock,  when  an 
officer  could  be  spared  to  invite  the  medical  gentlemen  of  this  town  and 
the  city  of  Boston  to  attend  and  witness  the  disease.    These  gentlemen 
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were  soon  in  attendance,  and  afforded  us  much  relief  by  their  advice  and 
assistance.  Soon  after  midnight,  1  made  a  report  of  the  state  of  things  to 
your  Excellency,  and  early  next  morning  addressed  the  following  note, 
to  the  Warden  and  Inspectors  of  the  Prison  : — 

Gentlemen, — I  feel  it  a  duty  to  advise  and  request  that  an  accurate 
chemical  analysis  be  made,  by  some  competent  persons  under  your  au- 
thority, of  the  remnants  of  food  left  from  yesterday's  ration,  and  like- 
wise of  the  stools  of  the  sick  ;  and  in  a  particular  manner  to  inquire  if 
they  contain  anything  poisonous  or  deleterious  to  health. 

Respectfully  yours,  he,     William  J.  Walker, 

Monday  morning,  7  o^cIJc,  Aug.  6,  1832.       Phys.  Mass.  S.  Prison. 

P.  S. — I  have  further  to  request,  that  an  able  apothecary  may  exa- 
mine and  weigh  all  the  articles  in  the  Dispensary — compare  them  with 
the  prescriptions  made,  with  the  quantities  purchased,  and  report  any  de- 
ficiency of  medicines  which  might  prove  deleterious  if  mixed  with  food 
— and  that  his  report  be  sealed,  and  not  opened  until  the  report  of  the 
analyzing  committee. 

I  was  prompted  to  the  above  course  by  the  conviction  that  there 
might  be  those  who  would  believe  this  disease  had  been  produced  by 
culpable  negligence,  in  not  securing  healthy  food  for  the  convicts,  or 
by  poisonous  articles  mixed  therewith  ;  that  important  legislation  or  judi- 
cial proceedings  might  grow  out  of  the  case,  and  that  it  would  be  expect- 
ed of  the  officers  of  this  institution  to  establish  the  facts  as  they  actually 
existed,  and  upon  the  most  unquestionable  authority. 

In  compliance  with  this  note  and  instructions  soon  after  received  from 
your  Excellency,  the  Inspectors  employed  Professor  Webster,  of  Har- 
vard College,  to  examine  the  utensils  and  premises  of  the  Prison,  and  to 
analyze  the  food  used  by  the  convicts  on  the  day  preceding  the  appearance 
of  the  disease.  They  likewise  employed  Mr.  Daniel  White,  of  the  firm 
of  Samuel  Kidder  h  Co.,  a  highly  respectable  druggist  of  this  town,  to 
examine  the  medicines  in  the  Dispensary  of  the  Prison,  and  to  report 
anything  wrong  in  that  department.  These  gentlemen  have  performed 
the  duties  assigned  to  them  with  their  accustomed  accuracy,  as  will  be  seen 
by  their  reports.  At  the  same  time,  John  Ware,  M.D.,  and  Joshua  B. 
Flint,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  and  Josiah  S.  Hurd,  M.D.,  of  this  town,  were 
joined  with  me  in  consultation  to  attend  the  sick,  and  develope  the  true 
nature  of  the  disease.  To  these  gentlemen  I  shall  always  feel  grateful 
for  their  kind  attention  and  judicious  advice  on  this  occasion. 

Having  premised  thus  much,  I  shall  proceed  to  record  the  phenome- 
na which  characterized  the  disease — the  treatment  adopted,  with  its  suc- 
cess— its  resemblance  and  discrepancy  with  certain  diseases  familiar  to 
us — and,  finally,  to  draw  such  inferences  as  to  its  origin  and  nature,  as 
facts  seem  to  warrant  and  require. 

During  the  first  48  hours,  there  was  neither  pain  in  the  head  nor  dis- 
turbance of  the  intellectual  functions ;  but  when  fever  supervened  up- 
on the  primary  affection,  headache  was  among  its  concomitant  symptoms. 
It  likewise  existed  as  a  primary  symptom  in  some  of  the  cases  which 
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commenced  subsequent  to  the  6th  of  August.  The  air  thrown  out  by 
expiration  was  in  no  case  as  warm  as  usual,  and  in  some  cases  it  was 
cold.  The  lungs  could  be  inflated  and  emptied  of  air  to  the  fullest  ex- 
tent, without  increasing  pain.  The  tone  of  voice  was  similar  in  all  the 
cases,  and  such  as  to  indicate  severe  suffering.  The  attitude  chosen  by 
the  sick  was  recumbent,  upon  the  back — head  thrown  backwards — 
arms  not  folded  upon  the  epigastrium — legs  drawn  up  with  the  heels 
close  to  the  buttocks,  so  as  to  enable  the  patient  to  maintain  a  constant 
rocking  of  the  body  from  side  to  side.  The  pain  was  confined  to  the 
abdomen.  There  was  no  permanent  contraction  of  the  abdominal  mus- 
cles, nor  did  pressure  on  them  either  increase  or  diminish  suffering. 
There  was  no  flatulence — no  tenesmus.  During  my  whole  attendance, 
I  did  not  observe  any  spasmodic  action  of  the  abdominal  muscles,  or 
of  the  limbs.  In  one  case,  treated  by  Dr.  Hurd,  spasmodic  motions 
were  observed  ;  and  another  patient  told  me,  some  days  after,  that,  dur- 
ing his  sickness,  he  could  not  prevent  his  legs  from  starting  and  sud- 
denly drawing  up.  The  countenance  was  pallid  ;  the  features  contract- 
ed, and  somewhat  distorted  ;  the  skin  was  cool  in  all,  and  in  some  cases 
it  was  cold  ;  it  was  not  sweaty  or  unctuous ;  the  thirst  was  insatiable  and 
distressing  ;  the  tongue  was  not  coated,  but  was  somewhat  exsanguinous, 
and  inclined  to  a  sub-livid  color;  its  temperature  varied  much  and  often, 
at  one  time  it  would  be  but  little  below  its  natural  temperature — at  an- 
other, cool — and  again,  cold  ;  its  greatest  degree  of  coldness  equalled 
that  of  the  flesh  or  blood  of  a  cold-blooded  animal,  or  what  we  expe- 
rience when  we  place  our  hand  on  a  wall  recently  drenched  by  a  sum- 
mer shower.  During  the  progress  of  this  disease,  the  tongue  was  sel- 
dom found  to  be  coated  ;  it  was  sometimes  whitish,  but  generally  of  a 
cherry  red — not  smooth  or  swollen,  but  retaining  its  usual  villous  appear- 
ance, and  differing  from  a  natural  state  mostly  in  color.  The  taste  was 
not  bitter  or  nauseous.  A  disposition  to  vomit  was  common  to  all. 
The  quantity  of  matter  thrown  from  the  stomach,  however,  was  small  ; 
and,  excepting  in  a  few  cases  where  food  was  discharged,  consisted  of 
a  white  tenacious  liquid,  unmixed  with  bile,  acidities,  or  anything  likely 
to  provoke  vomiting.  The  evacuations  by  stool  consisted,  at  first,  of 
healthy  natural  faeces — next,  a  brownish  liquid,  changing  to  a  pink,  being 
tinged  with  blood,  after  the  disease  had  continued  a  considerable  time. 
There  w^ere,  however,  no  coagula  of  blood,  bile,  or  undigested  food,  to  be 
found  in  them.  In  a  few  cases,  these  stools  were  succeeded  by  others, 
having  the  appearance  and  consistence  of  cream.  I  have  since  queried 
with  myself  if  this  might  not  have  been  pure  chyle,  thrown  back  upon 
the  intestines  by  an  inverted  action  of  the  chyliferous  vessels.  The 
quantity  evacuated  was  great  in  all  cases — in  some  it  was  enormous ; 
most  of  them  filled  their  night-buckets,  which  contain  more  than  ten 
pounds  of  water,  by  weight ;  many  filled  them  twice,  while  some  filled 
them  partly  full  the  third  time.  We  are  therefore  warranted  in  saying, 
that  the  bodies  of  many  of  the  convicts  were  lightened  twenty  pounds 
within  a  few  hours  ;  for  it  must  be  remembered,  that  all  liquids  were  re- 
moved from  them  as  soon  as  possible  after  the  outbreaking  of  the  disease. 
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The  pulse  was  exceedingly  affected  and  variable  ;  at  one  tinne  it  would 
be  full,  liard,  quick  and  bounding — then  snaall,  wiry,  hard  and  creeping  ; 
again,  it  could  witb  difficulty  be  felt  at  the  wrist,  or  not  at  all  ;  when  it 
could  be  felt,  it  was  uniformly  hard,  and  such  as  to  indicate  prompt  and 
copious  bloodletting  ;  and  when  relief  was  obtained,  it  became  preterna- 
turally  slow.  The  remedies  employed  at  the  commencement  of  this 
disease,  were  entire  abstinence  from  liquids,  frictions  of  the  skin,  external 
warruth,  opium  and  bloodletting.  By  abstinence  from  liquids,  we  were 
enabled  to  keep  opium  on  the  stomach,  as  well  as  to  lessen  the  disposi- 
tion to  vomit  and  purge.  By  friction  and  external  warnuh,  we  were  en- 
abled in  some  measure  to  restore  the  circulation  and  natural  warmth  of 
the  body,  and  give  opportunities  for  practising  more  efficient  remedies. 
By  the  prompt  and  liberal  use  of  opium,  many  of  the  milder  cases  were 
so  far  relieved  as  to  require  only  diet,  rest  and  occasional  laxatives,  for 
their  cure.  In  other  cases,  its  use  relieved  pain,  diminished  vomiting  and 
purging,  promoted  warmth,  and  proved  a  valuable  auxiliary  to  other 
remedies.  The  quantity  of  opium  dispensed  at  a  dose  was  about  three 
grains,  and  at  intervals  of  thirty  minutes.  The  greatest  aggregate  quan- 
tity taken  by  any  individual,  I  should  think,  was  about  twenty  grains,  or 
equal  to  five  hundred  drops  of  laudanum.  As,  at  first,  the  most  sev^ere 
cases  were  treated  by  bloodletting — and  as,  from  time  to  time,  those 
suffering  the  greatest  pain  were  subjected  to  the  same  remedy,  and 
promptly  relieved  by  it,  we  cannot  say  there  were  or  were  not  some 
cases  which  might  have  wholly  resisted  the  curative  powers  of  opium. 
Certain  it  is,  however,  that  opium  relieved  pain,  and  suspended  the 
symptoms  for  a  while,  in  many  cases,  where,  at  the  end  of  twenty-four 
to  forty-eight  hours,  the  disease  returned.  In  practising  venesec- 
tion under  symptoms  as  above  stated,  I  anticipated  much  difficulty 
in  obtaining  a  ready  and  sufficient  evacuation  of  blood.  There  was, 
however,  but  one  case  in  which  frictions  and  extensive  incisions 
into  the  veins  did  not  enable  us  to  obtain  the  requisite  quantity.  Had 
we  been  some  hours  later  after  the  invasion  of  the  disease,  I  fear  it 
would  have  been  otherwise.  The  case  of  exception,  above  alluded  to, 
was  treated  by  my  friend.  Dr.  Hurd,  who  represents  that  he  found  the 
man  cold  and  pulseless,  with  spasmodic  action  of  the  muscles  of  the 
legs,  and  all  the  appearance  of  approaching  dissolution.  Under  these 
circumstances  he  attempted  venesection  at  the  arm,  but  without  success. 
He  next  opened  the  temporal  artery,  and  obtained  blood  of  a  darker 
color  than  is  common  to  arteries.  The  blood  at  first  merely  trickled  down 
the  temple  ;  after  eight  or  ten  minutes  it  flowed  more  freely,  and  of  a 
better  color ;  in  about  thirty  minutes  a  sufficient  quantity  was  obtained, 
and  the  man  relieved.  That  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  blood  in  this 
case  depended  upon  the  state  of  circulation,  and  not  upon  peculiar  or- 
ganization, or  insufficient  incision  in  the  vessel,  is  clearly  proved  by  the 
facts  that  the  artery  was  opened  immediately  anterior  to  the  ear — that 
towards  the  close  of  the  operation  the  blood  became  of  a  vermilion 
color,  flowed  in  a  full  stream — and  that  several  copious  secondary  hae- 
morrhages occurred  on  subsequent  days,  and  required  much  care  to  re- 
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strain.  When  practised  at  the  comtnencement  of  the  disease,  bleeding 
was  followed  by  immediate  and  perfect  relief — so  much  so,  that  men 
with  skin  and  tongue  cold,  and  pulse  absent  or  scarcely  perceptible, 
were  entirely  relieved  by  the  loss  of  from  sixteen  to  thirty-two  ounces 
of  blood  ;  the  pain  was  alleviated,  vomiting  and  diarrhoea  ren)oved,  and 
the  disease,  as  it  were,  extinguished.  Hence  it  occurred,  that  those  who 
were  most  severely  attacked,  were  not  only  soonest  relieved  from  suf- 
fering, but  speedily  restored  to  health;  while  those  whose  cases  were 
trusted  to  opium,  and  not  relieved  by  it,  or  for  other  reasons  not  bled  at 
the  commencement,  passed  into  a  new  state  of  disease,  characterized  by 
headache,  pain  and  soreness  of  the  epigastrium,  thirst,  dysuria,  diarrhoea  of 
a  mucous  character,  with  skin  and  pulse  approaching  to  what  is  above  re- 
lated— but  alternating  with  occasional  flushes  of  fever  and  febrile  de- 
velopment of  pulse.  For  the  removal  of  these  symptoms,  we  were  con- 
strained not  only  to  bleed,  but  to  repeat  the  operation  at  intervals  for 
some  weeks — to  give  occasional  laxatives,  blister  and  apply  moxas,  main- 
tain the  most  rigid  diet,  with  demulcent  drinks — have  recourse  to  opiate 
enemas  for  the  removal  of  diarrhoea  ;  and  frequently  to  see  our  patients 
thrown  back  into  their  former  state  by  trivial  accidents  or  imprudence. 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  attacked  with  this  complaint  was  196  ; 
of  this  number,  1 15  sickened  within  the  first  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  re- 
maining 81  at  various  times  after.  The  last  patient  severely  attacked  was 
on  the  7th  of  September — and  the  last  discharged  from  the  hospital, 
cured  of  this  malady,  on  the  23d  of  October,  having  resided  in  the 
hospital  79  days.  Thus  the  whole  number  finally  recovered,  notwith- 
standing the  severity  of  the  first  symptoms,  and  the  protracted  sufl^erings 
of  those  whose  disease  was  not  wholly  arrested  by  rigid  treatment  at  the 
commencement. 

Having  said  thus  much  of  the  treatment,  we  naturally  come  to  the 
inquiry — what  was  the  disease,  and  what  were  its  causes?  If  we  com- 
pare it  with  the  various  diseases  of  the  abdomen,  which  most  nearly  re- 
semble it — such  as  inflammation  of  the  peritoneum  or  viscera  of  the  ab- 
dominal cavity,  spasmodic  affections,  icterus,  colic,  colica  pictonum, 
cholera  morbus,  dysentery,  or  with  the  effects  of  corrosive  poisons  taken 
into  the  stomach — we  shall  find,  in  each  of  these  complaints,  striking 
symptoms  not  noticed  in  this  ;  while  here,  the  excessive  purging,  coldness 
and  state  of  the  pulse,  are  symptoms  not  common  to  any  disease  with 
which  we  are  familiar  in  this  part  of  the  globe.  In  searching  for  local 
causes,  we  have  been  equally  unsuccessful.  The  diet  of  the  convicts, 
always  plain  and  wholesome,  has  received  particular  attention  during 
the  present  season  ;  the  use  of  old  potatoes  had  been  dispensed  with, 
and  rice  substituted  in  its  stead.  The  ventilation  of  the  Prison,  which 
had  proved  sufficient  in  former  years,  had  been  much  increased — while 
the  cleanliness  of  person  and  habitation,  required  and  maintained  by  the 
authorities  of  the  Prison,  is  not  surpassed  in  the  comfortable  dwellings 
of  our  country.  The  most  careful  examinations,  made  by  the  Inspectors, 
as  well  as  by  every  officer  of  the  institution,  could  discover  nothing  poi- 
sonous in  or  about  the  diet  or  premises  of  the  Prison  : — none  was  found 
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by  chemical  analysis ;  nor  could  the  complaint  have  had  its  origin  in  a 
poisonous  principle,  sometimes  accidentally  present  in  food  usually 
healthy — such  as  shell  fish,  cheese,  partridges,  &:c. — since  the  same  parcels 
of  food  were  used  on  subsequent  days,  without  the  recurrence  of  similar 
effects.  It  is  true,  that  certain  articles,  the  class  of  acrid  poisons — such 
as  elaterium,  croton  oil,  and  perliaps  others,  in  undue  doses,  might  pro- 
duce excessive  purging,  with  nausea ;  yet  we  have  no  reason  to  beheve 
that  the  quantity  evacuated  could  be  so  great,  of  such  appearance,  or 
relieved  by  the  same  means.  The  same  observations  will  hold  good  as 
to  the  various  articles  of  the  materia  medica  ;  and,  for  siill  stronger  rea- 
sons, are  they  true  as  respects  the  remaining  classes  of  poisons,  usually 
denominated  astringent,  narcotic,  narcotico-acrid,  and  septic — since  poi- 
sons produce  their  specific  effects  on  the  human  body,  and  no  other,  as 
surely  as  any  other  agents ;  and  when  articles  of  these  classes  are  taken 
into  the  body,  they  do  not  produce  vomiting  and  purging,  but  symptoms 
widely  different.  Thus  we  see  that  spurred  rye,  which  belongs  to  the 
class  of  narcotico-acrid  poisons,  could  have  no  agency  in  producing  this 
disease,  even  if  it  had  been  found  in  much  greater  quantity  than  is 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  the  Inspectors — 52  grains  being  found  in 
1|  bushels  of  sound  grain.  But  since  this  substance  has  been  fre- 
quently, though,  as  I  believe,  unjustly,  considered  the  cause  of  other 
epidemic  diseases  in  our  country — and  as  a  belief  in  this  opinion  is  cal- 
culated to  do  much  injury  in  a  community  so  largely  nourished  by  this 
grain,  I  trust  I  may  be  excused  for  saying  the  subject  has  been  fully 
studied — that  spurred  rye  has  been  found  to  produce  the  same  effects  on 
man  as  other  animals — and  that  experiments  on  inferior  animals  prove, 
that  when  they  are  fed  upon  it  for  five  or  six  weeks,  death  ensues,  and 
is  attended  with  gangrenous  spots  upon  the  surface  and  internal  viscera, 
and  mortification  of  the  extremities  ;  but  to  produce  this  eflect,  one  third 
of  their  food  must  consist  of  spurred  rye.  Experiment  likewise  teaches 
that  a  very  large  dose  taken  at  once  may  produce  convulsions,  other  ner- 
vous symptoms,  and  death.  I  will  merely  add,  that  I  have  verified 
these  experiments,  and  found  a  dose  of  sixty  grains  necessary  to  destroy 
so  small  an  animal  as  a  pigeon  ;  and  that  this  dose  sometimes  fails  ; 
that  a  small  rat  having  eaten  ninety-five  grains  in  thirteen  days,  died  in 
convulsions,  and  that  mortification  had  commenced  at  the  end  of  his  tail ; 
that  chickens  may  eat  thirty  grains  per  day,  for  weeks,  without  apparent 
injury  ;  that  I  have  known  thirty,  forty,  sixty  and  eighty  grains  taken  at 
a  time  by  different  individuals  of  the  human  family,  with  only  producing 
slight  temporary  inconvenience.  From  the  above  it  will  be  readily  grant- 
ed, that  the  small  quantity  of  spurs  found  among  the  rye  of  our  country, 
cannot  be  considered  as  dangerous  to  life,  or  even  prejudicial  to  health. 
From  the  above  considerations,  I  feel  warranted  in  inferring  that  the  late 
disease  at  the  Prison  was  not  produced  by  improper  food,  or  poisonous 
articles  mixed  therewith  ;  that  it  was  not  a  disease  common  among  us, 
but  an  epidemic  of  peculiar  character,  originating  in  some  atmospheric 
or  telluric  causes,  which  we  can  neither  explain,  appreciate  nor  control. 

William  J.  Walker,  Phys.  Mass.  State  Prison, 
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To  this  report  were  added,  when  it  appeared  in  this  Journal,  the  con- 
currence of  Drs.  Ware,  Hurd  and  Flint,  in  tlie  accuracy  of  Dr.  Walker's 
statement ;  and  also  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Prison,  showing  that  Dr.  Webster  had  examined  by  chemical  analysis 
the  food  of  the  convicts,  and  detected  no  poisonous  substances  in  it ;  that 
the  apothecary  had  found  no  deficiency  in  the  store  of  medicines  ;  that 
the  ergot  taken  from  the  barrel  of  rye  belonging  to  the  Prison  had  been 
examined  by  Drs.  Bigelow,  Channing  and  Ware,  and  was  by  them 
stated  to  he  less  than  is  ordinarily  found  in  the  same  quantity  of  good 
merchantable  rye,  being  less  than  a  grain,  by  weight,  to  a  quart." 

W.  H.  T. 


AN  ADDRESS   DELIVERED    BEFORE    THE    MANHATTAN  MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION,  NOV.  2d,  1848, 

BY  THE  PRESIDENT,  CLARKSON  T.  COLLINS,  M.D.,  KELLOW  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  ACADE- 
MY OF  MEDICINE,  AND  FORMERLY  EDITOR  OF  THE  N.  Y.  MED.  AND  SUR.  REPORTER. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.] 

Gentlemen, — The  period  for  our  regular  meeting  has  again  arrived — we 
have  assembled  for  the  cultivation  of  a  more  iniiniate  acquaintance  with 
each  other  and  the  mutual  advancement  of  our  professional  interests. 

Such  associations,  by  identifying  us  as  brethren,  cannot  fail  to  prove  last- 
ingly beneficial  to  us,  and  to  subserve  effectually  the  true  objects  of  our 
peculiar  calling.  They  not  only  unite  our  sympathies,  but  elevate  our 
intellectual  characters ;  and  by  increasing  our  professional  knowledge, 
benefit  especially  those  of  our  fellow  creatures  who  become  the  subjects 
of  our  care  and  solicitude.  It  is  to  associations  of  this  kind  that  we  may 
look  for  a  higher  tone  of  medical  ethics.  Here  is  a  union  of  effort,  for 
all  are  alike  interested  in  the  objects  of  the  Society,  and  every  member, 
from  his  daily  intercourse  with  the  sick,  gathers  practical  facts  of  pecu- 
liar interest  ;  and  like  the  honey-bee  conveys  his  burthen  to  the  common 
stock,  for  the  common  good.  What  can  be  more  fully  calculated  to  ac- 
complish those  desirable  ends  at  which  I  have  hinted,  than  associations 
of  this  kind — based  upon  sucli  motives?  A  personal  standard  of  pro- 
fessional excellence  each  would  attain  ;  but  it  is  by  such  means  that  the 
whole  fraternity  may  enjoy  with  him  the  fruits  of  his  labors.  Indeed  it 
is  only  by  carrying  out  fully  the  principles  of  our  organization,  and  estab- 
lishing a  reciprocal  and  cordial  interchange  of  practical  observ^ation,  that 
we  are  to  reap  the  full  benefit  of  our  connection  and  support  the  dignity- 
of  our  profession. 

It  is  an  obvious  fact,  that  we,  as  a  body,  do  not  receive  from  society 
that  sympathy  and  support  so  justly  our  due.  Some  waggish  writer  has 
perpetrated  the  following  witticism,  which  seems  to  contain  more  truth 
than  fiction  : 

"  God  and  the  Doctor  we  alike  adore, 
But  only  when  in  danger,  not  before  ; 
The  danger  past,  both  are  alike  requited, 
God  is  forgotten  and  the  Doctor  slighted." 
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To  what  cause  sliall  we  attribute  this  fact  ?  Is  it  that  the  profession  neg- 
lect in  any  way  the  performance  of  their  painful  and  often  most  dis- 
gusting duties  ?  Does  the  friend  of  humanity  now  dread  to  combat  dis- 
ease in  its  most  deadly  array  ?  Does  he  shun  its  foulest  and  niost  dis- 
gustint;  dens?  No:  unwavering  in  his  noble  undertaking,  we  see  him  as 
heretofore,  snatching  fiom  the  very  jaws  of  death  the  miserable  victim  ;  and 
with  sell-sacrificing  energy  he  continues  his  toilsome  rounds.  Compare 
his  labors  of  the  past  year,  in  staying  the  ravages  of  the  ship  or  typhus 
fever,  and  other  similar  diseases,  with  those  of  preceding  years,  and  you 
find  him  still  the  same,  a  man  of  toil.  You  still  see  him  striving  to  attain 
those  means  by  which  he  may  best  fulfil  the  Divine  command,  "  Go,  heal 
the  sick." 

fs  it  that  the  public  mind  is  insensible  to  claims  upon  its  liberality? 
This  is  not  the  case.  The  shouts  of  ap})lause  that  welcomed  to  their 
quiet  homes,  and  domestic  endearments,  those  brave  soldiers  of  our  Re- 
public^ who  hnve  prostrated  her  foes,  and  wreathed  her  arms  with  proud 
and  imperishable  laurels,  has  scarcely  subsided.  The  bugle  note  of  fame 
that  shall  herald  their  names  to  posterity,  still  sounds  in  our  ears.  And 
we  would  not  utter  a  discordant  murmur — we  rejoice  at  their  success,  we 
would  not  pluck  a  leaf  from  the  bays  that  wreathe  their  brows.  Yet 
how  is  it  that  the  physician,  who  has  resisted,  and  that,  too,  successiully, 
the  approach  of  an  enemy  more  terrible  than  the  legions  of  Mexico — 
whose  approach  caused  the  stoutest  heart  to  throb,  and  stiuck  with  pal- 
lor the  most  undaunted  countenance,  has  unnoticed  and  uncared-for  pur- 
sued his  warfare;  and  in  conquest  heard  no  note  of  applause,  save  the 
murmur  of  gratitude  that  has  fallen  from  the  lips  of  the  wretched  sufferer 
■ — no  reward  but  an  approving  conscience.  And  he  is  satisfied,  could  he 
have  in  addition  the  public  confidence,  and  that  protection  the  physician, 
of  all  men,  inost  needs. 

Why  is  it  that  this  support  and  protection  have  been  withdrawn  ?  Is  it 
not  to  be  attributed  to  the  presence  in  society  of  so  many  pretenders  in 
the  science — so  many  of  that  vermin  of  the  quach'  species,  which  every 
physician  nuist  heartily  detest — and  to  the  fact  that  so  wamy  pill  ven- 
ders, sarsaparilla  makers,  cancer,  steam  and  cayenne  pepper  doctors,  and 
inventors  of  all-healing  ointment,  and  elixirs  of  life,  have  so  often  delud- 
ed the  public,  and  humbugged  them  out  of  their  money,  that  they  have 
lost  the  power  of  discriminating  between  real  and  pretended  merit  ?  The 
hydropath.  with  characteristic  modesty,  has  urged  the  claims  of  cold  wa- 
ter. He  has  referred  to  the  lore  of  antiquity — dwelt  long  upon  the 
aquatic  habits  of  the  refined  Romans,  and  the  hardy  Greeks,  and  with 
the  timely  assistance  of  some  interested,  but  deluded  friends,  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  persuading  the  invalid  to  be  doused  and  blanketed  according 
to  the  theory  of  the  ignorant  Priessnitz,  the  hero  of  Grseffenburg.  The 
homoeopath,  too,  claims  attention — discoursing  right  eloquently  upon  the 
advantages  of  his  practice — the  harmlessness  of  his  doses,  and  the  cer- 
tainty of  their  operation.  Then  follows  a  tirade  upon  the  murderous 
practice  of  the  allopaths,  as  they  are  significantly  termed,  by  these  re- 
fined  gentlemen.    Here,  too,  there  are  influences  operating  against  us 
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from  a  higher  source.  Some  clerical  gentlemen,  whose  judgmenls,  per- 
haps, have  been  flattered  by  addresses  well  suited  to  those  of  classical 
taste  and  a  limited  knowledge,  even,  of  the  first  principles  of  pathology 
or  medicine,  so  far  forget  their  true  calling  as  to  advise  a  trial  of  this 
imported  absurdity.  Oiten  the  tastes  of  children  and  fastidious  females 
are  consulted,  who,  of  course,  prefer  sugar  pills  and  infinitesimal  doses. 
Besides,  llie  race  of  Judas  Iscariot  is  not  yet  extinct — for  there  are 
those  who  (if  they  would  not  sell  the  Saviour  for  thirty  pieces  of  silver) 
are  found  ready  to  exchange  their  standing  in  the  profession  (by  which 
they  can  at  least  make  an  honest  subsistence)  for  an  easier  and  more 
ready  way  to  wealth.  To  such  men,  money  seems  to  answer  an  admira- 
ble end — compensating  for  loss  of  standing  or  reputation,  it  is,  in  fact, 
to  them,  a  good  aiticle  to  take  dark  spots  out  of  character. 

To  such  our  attention  is  frequently  directed,  as  men  who  are  keeping 
pace  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  by  those  who,  incapable  or  unwilling  to 
judge  for  themselves,  are  readily  made  to  believe  that  the  science  of 
medicine,  like  the  many  vague  and  undefined  theories  of  the  day,  must 
give  place  to  something  of  more  recent  date.  Such  persons  cannot 
appreciate  the  fact,  that  our  science  is  based  upon  a  durable  foundation  ; 
that  for  centuries  it  has  remained  upon  the  same  basis — a  splendid  su- 
perstructure, not  perfected,  but  receiving,  and  destined  to  receive,  touches 
of  skill  from  the  masters  that  shall  more  fully  develope  its  beauties,  and 
enhance  the  interest  with  which  it  is  already  surrounded  ;  and  after 
the  puny  creations  of  Thomson,  Piiessnitz  and  Hahnemann  have  vanish- 
ed, like  some  of  their  predecessors,  shall  remain  an  established  and  noble 
science. 

This  may  with  propriety  be  called  the  reign  of  quackery — the  public 
are  not  allowed  to  recover  from  the  novel  eflfects  of  one  discovery,  be- 
fore another  is  brought  forth.  Now  a  domestic  remedy  is  cuiing  its 
thousands — now  an  imported  nostrum  is  astounding  the  world  with  its 
unparalleled  success — every  disease  is  cured  by  one  remedy — another, 
more  modest,  assumes  less.  In  this  way  thousands  are  yearly  destroyed — 
if  not  by  these  nostrums,  by  some  ignorant  practitioner,  or  lack  of  proper 
treatment,  An  investigation  of  the  means  by  which  these  men  bring 
themselves  into  notice,  and  an  exposure  of  some  of  the  most  glaring 
popular  deceptions  of  quackery,  would  not  fail  to  interest  and  repay  the 
inquirer.  I  will  now  relate  a  fevs^  facts,  as  they  have  fallen  under  my 
observation. 

A  man  in  this  city  who  makes  considerable  noise  as  a  homoeopathic 
physician,  calls  himself  a  graduate  in  medicine  ;  yet  from  the  strictest 
inquiry,  1  find  that  the  niost  intimate  of  his  acquaintance  never  knew  of 
his  studying  any  work  on  medicine,  or  any  of  its  branches — but  on  the 
contrary  he  was,  up  to  a  late  period,  employed  as  an  under  workman  in 
an  artist's  shop ;  and  from  that  situation  entered  society  as  a  practitioner 
of  medicine  (to  be  called  upon  by  the  unsuspecting  in  urgent  and  dan- 
gerous cases),  having  the  audacity  to  assume  the  affix  of  M.D.  And 
this  man  finds  plenty  of  employment — is  accumulating  wealth,  and  is  by 
some  of  the  good  people  considered  a  public  benefactor. 
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"  If  the  sick  gudgeons  to  the  bait  attend, 
And  come  in  shoals,  the  angler  gains  his  end." 

Pardon  me,  gentlemen,  for  alluding  to  another  case  ;  that  of  one  of  the 
most  extensive  practitioners  of  lionioeopathy  in  tliis  city — a  man  wfio 
a  few  years  ago  occupied  a  very  memorable  position  in  the  regular  profes- 
sion, but  who  now  drives  about  our  streets  in  splendid  style.  He  em- 
ploys, or  did,  up  to  a  late  period,  a  regular  practitioner  in  his  family, 
who  from  regard  to  the  wife  and  children  was  induced  to  attend  them 
professionally.  Dr.  Homoeopathy,  some  time  since,  walked,  late  at  night, 
to  tfie  house  of  his  family  physician,  and  rang  the  bell.  Dr.  Allo- 
pathy, from  the  window,  inquired  who  it  was.  Dr.  H.  replied,  stating 
that  one  of  his  children  had  a  slight  attack  of  croup — and  desired  him 
to  go  and  see  it.  Dr.  A.  remarked,  that  having  been  unwell  for  a 
few  days  past  himself,  he  did  not  like  to  go  out  ;  and,  said  he,  as  the 
child  is  not  dangerously  ill,  suppose  you  go  home  and  give  it  some  ho- 
moeopathic medicine,  and  I  will  go  round  in  the  morning."  Said  Dr. 
H.,     do  you  think  I  am  a  —  fool." 

Another  homoeopath,  formerly  of  the  regular  piactlce,  and  somewhat 
celebrated  for  his  piety,  but  who  by  some  of  the  less  charitable  of  his 
brethren  is  thought  to  practise  a  little  hypocrisy  to  accomplish  his  pur- 
poses, finding  his  wife  dangerously  ill,  and  having  tried  in  vain  to  subdue 
the  disease  by  his  most  refined  treatment — became  alarmed  and  applied 
to  a  regular  practitioner  ;  who  so  far  violated  the  rules  of  our  body  as  to 
respond  to  the  summons.  After  prescribing  for  the  lady,  he  asked  the 
homoeopath,  "  had  the  patient  been  any  one  but  your  own  wife,  would 
you  have  sent  for  a  physician  of  the  old  school  ?  "  He  at  first  evaded 
the  question,  but  finally  replied,  "  1  would  not.^^  Or,  in  other  words,  he 
admitted  that  he  would  have  sacrificed  the  life  of  a  human  being  at 
the  shrine  of  quackery,  rather  than  so  Air  humiliate  himself  as  to  ask  the 
advice  of  those  whose  advantages  are  superior  to  his  own. 

1  will  relate  one  more  circumstance  of  this  kind.  A  lady  calling 
upon  me  a  short  time  since,  stated  that  having  been  troubled  with  an 
urgent  cough  for  some  months,  by  the  advice  of  some  of  her  interested 
friends  she  had  been  induced  to  place  herself  under  the  care  of  a  ho- 
moeopath, who  told  her  that  her  lungs  had  been  diseased  for  a  long  time, 
but  assured  her  that  by  the  use  of  his  medicine  they  could  be  healed. 
She  continued  to  take  the  sugar  pill  regularly  for  a  considerable  time, 
and  finally  told  him  that  her  cough  grew  worse,  instead  of  better,  and 
that  she  had  a  continued  tickling  in  her  throat.  He  gravely  assured 
her  that  it  was  only  the  'powerful  effects  of  his  medicine,  working  a 
radical  cure,  and  hunting  out  the  disease,  the  very  result  he  wanted. 
When  she  came  under  my  care,  I  removed  about  half  an  inch  of  her 
palate,  by  which  simple  treatment  she  was  soon  relieved,  and  has  not 
been  troubled  since  with  a  cough. 

These  are  a  few  of  the  many  facts  which  are  continually  developed  in 
our  city ;  and  these,  I  think,  are  sufficient  to  direct  our  attention  to  the 
real  cause  of  public  neglect  to  the  claims  of  our  profession ;  and  the 
establishment  of  laws  calculated  to  aid  us  in  our  labors  in  promoting  the 
health  of  society. 
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I  need  not  at  this  time  advert  to  the  necessity,  in  a  city  like  ours,  of 
a  well-iegulated  medical  police,  to  guard  the  public  health,  and  carry 
out  sanitary  improvements  upon  hygienic  principles;  but  you  well  know 
the  obstacles  to  such  a  regulation. 

That  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  may  be  visited  with  that  scourge 
of  the  world,  the  Asiatic  cholera,  in  another  year,  seems  (to  me)  not  at 
all  unlikely.  I  judge  only  from  the  past.  This  frightful  malady,  which 
is  of  comparatively  recent  date  in  this  country,  has,  as  you  all  know, 
been  long  an  epidemic  in  Hindostan.  It  commenced  anew  on  the  19tli 
of  August,  1817,  at  Jessore,  about  100  miles  northeast  of  Calcutta.  A 
Hindoo  was  attacked  with  violent  vomiting  and  purging,  and  died  on  the 
following  day,  when  17  more  expired  suddenly  of  the  same  symptoms. 
After  that  it  became  general  throughout  the  town.  It  reached  Cal- 
cutta in  the  following  September,  where  it  raged  with  great  severity 
during  the  whole  of  1818,  and  also  pervaded  the  provinces  of  northern 
and  eastern  Bengal.  In  1819  it  went  into  Ceylon,  Malacca,  Java  and 
Siam.  In  1820  it  invaded  China;  in  1821 ,  Muscat,  and  destroyed  in 
the  city  of  Bassorah  50,000  persons.  In  1822  it  showed  itself  in 
Turkey,  along  the  Caspian  Sea.  In  1829  it  suddenly  broke  out  in  Rus- 
sia, and  was  attended  with  great  fatality.  In  1830  it  invaded  Poland, 
Austria,  and  the  coast  of  the  German  Ocean.  In  1831  it  reached  Ham- 
burg, and  made  its  appearance  in  England  in  January  of  the  same 
year.  In  1832  it  passed  into  Scotland,  Ireland,  France,  and  made  its 
debut  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  in  Quebec,  on  the  8th  of  June  ;  on  the 
21st  of  that  month,  it  suddenly  appeared  in  New  York  city,  and  sub- 
sequently in  the  principal  cities  in  the  United  States  during  that  year. 
In  1834  it  re-appeared  in  many  of  the  cities  in  this  country.  It  also 
visited  some  of  the  cities  of  France  and  Italy,  during  the  years  1835, 
1836  and  1837. 

God  forbid  that,  following  its  former  course,  it  shall  re-appear  in 
our  midst,  or  that  public  neglect  shall  lend  new  terrors  to  its  ravages. 
Yet  should  it  come,  and  in  all  its  terrors,  I  doubt  not  there  will  be  found 
in  our  ranks,  in  a  large  proportion  to  our  numbers,  men  ready  not  only  to 
sacrifice  enjoyment  and  personal  interest,  but  to  peril  even  life  itself  in 
responding  to  the  calls  of  the  distressed.  Then  shall  this  Association  be 
a  school  of  personal  observation,  from  which  we  shall  derive  that  assist- 
ance and  confidence  which  will  conduce  to  the  most  desirable  ends,  and 
whose  lessons,  like  beacon  lights,  shall  direct  our  way. 


AMPUTATION  AT  THE  SHOULDER-JOINT,  FOR  GUN-SHOT  WOUND. 

BY  PAUL  F.   EVE,  PROFESSOR  OF  SURGERY  IN  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  GEORGIA. 

On  the  11th  of  February,  1848,  I  removed  the  arm  at  the  shoulder- 
joint  of  a  black  boy,  who  had  about  48  hours  previous  been  accidentally 
shot.  The  discharge  from  the  gun  was  received  at  a  distance  of  only 
a  few  feet ;  it  was  loaded  with  squirrel  shot,  and  tow  was  used  for  the 
wadding.    This  occurred  in  a  neighboring  county,  and  the  patient  was 
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sent  to  Augusta  by  the  rail-road.  Dr.  Begsjs,  who  saw  him  soon  after 
the  gim-shot  wound  was  made,  removed  the  tow,  with  some  of  the 
shot,  and  restrained  the  haemorrhage,  represented  to  have  been  con- 
siderahle.  The  wound  presented  an  irregular  ovoidal  opening,  of  an 
inch  to  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  upon  the  upper  outer  surface 
of  the  left  arm,  about  an  inch  below  the  acromion  process  of  the  sca- 
pula, and  the  shot,  after  cutting  the  os  humeri  nearly  in  two,  passed  in 
the  direction  of  the  shoulder-joint  and  subclavian  artery.  His  pulse, 
when  I  first  saw  him,  was  over  100;  his  fingers  of  the  injured  side  he 
said  were  benumbed,  and  he  complained  of  [)ain  in  the  region  of  the 
wound.  The  arteries  of  the  left  upper  extremity  pulsated  distinctly  ; 
the  age  of  the  patient  was  1 1  ;  his  general  health  good.  His  bowels 
had  been  moved  with  salts,  and  50  drops  of  laudanum  had  also  been 
given  to  procure  ease  and  sleep. 

Amputation  at  the  shoulder-joint  having  been  decided  upon  in  consul- 
tation, assisted  by  Dr.  Dugas,  who  by  pressure  upon  the  subclavian  ar- 
tery effectually  controlled  the  circulation,  and  Dr.  Means,  who  adminis- 
tered the  chloroform,  in  the  presence  of  the  class  in  attendance  at  our 
College,  the  heel  of  the  amputating  knife  was  applied  upon  the  anterior 
edge  of  the  acromion,  and  by  a  continuous  sweep  around  the  head  of 
the  OS  humeri,  two  flaps,  one  anteriorly  and  the  other  posteriorly,  were 
made,  and  the  operation  completed  by  ligating  four  or  five  arteries.  In 
carrying  the  elbow  forward,  to  throw  the  head  of  the  bone  backwards  so 
that  the  knife  might  the  more  easily  pass  through  the  joint,  the  humerus 
was  fractured,  so  near  was  its  complete  division  by  the  shot,  which 
must  have  entered  en  masse.  The  time  consumed  in  the  amputation,  was 
thus  increased  by  this  fracture,  but  the  longest  estimate  of  those  present 
was  22  seconds. 

The  insensibility  produced  by  the  chloroform  was  extremely  satisfac- 
tory ;  the  operation  having  been  performed  and  the  dressing  applied  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  patient.  He  was  sitting  up  on  the  fourth,  and 
left  the  surgical  infirmary  on  the  seventh  day. 

With  the  exception  of  some  delay  from  the  shortness  of  the  flaps, 
owing  to  the  destruction  of  the  deltoid  muscle  by  the  wound,  the  dis- 
charge of  a  few  shot  from  it,  and  some  fever  created  or  rather  aggravated 
by  worms,  he  had  a  good  recovery,  and  is  now  a  hearty,  well  boy. — 
South.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal, 


MORTIFICATION  OF  THK  CHEEK  FROM  FRACTURE  OF  THE  INFE- 
RIOR MAXILLARY  BONE 

BY  W.  H.  STILWELL,  M.D.,  OF  SOUTH  GIBSON,  TENN, 

In  exemplification  of  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  the  careless 
extraction  of  teeth  iluring  the  exhibition  of  mercury,  permit  me  to  relate 
a  fact  which  recently  occurred  under  my  observation. 

A.  P.  applied  to  a  blacksmith  to  have  the  second  molar  tooth  on  the 
right  side  of  the  lower  jaw  extracted.    The  key  was  used,  and  the  ope- 
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ration  attended  with  much  pain.  In  the  evening  of  the  same  day  P. 
took  a  dose  of  calomel,  which  purged  as  usual.  In  two  or  three  days, 
however,  the  z^xms  and  cheek  on  the  affected  side  became  tender  and 
greatly  swollen,  there  was  slight  ptyalism,  with  mercurial  fetor,  but  no- 
thing was  done  to  procure  relief  until  the  ninth  or  tenth  day,  when  medi- 
cal aid  was  sought.  At  this  time  the  face  and  head  were  enormously 
swollen  ;  the  right  eye  closed  ;  profuse  discharge  of  tenacious  saliva  ; 
dreadful  fetor  ;  skin  hot  and  dry  ;  pulse  frequent,  and  a  deep  black  spot, 
the  size  of  a  twenty-five  cent  piece,  had  appeared  upon  the  cheek 
exactly  opposite  the  recently-evacuated  socket.  Mortification  had 
\  commenced. 

General  antiphlogistic  measures  were  promptly  resorted  to,  and  washes 
of  solution  of  argent  nit.  were  employed.  Every  means,  in  short,  which 
could  be  devised  to  subdue  the  inflammatory  action  were  put  in  requisition 
for  the  space  of  ten  days,  when  the  destructive  process  was,  at  length, 
slowly  arrested,  after  the  loss  by  sphacelus  of  the  whole  soft  cheek,  from 
the  middle  of  the  upper  lip  upward  to  the  alse  nasi ;  thence  backward 
along  the  middle  of  the  zygomatic  arch,  destroying  the  temporal  muscles, 
laying  bare  the  condyloid  process,  opening  the  fauces  ;  thence  down  be- 
hind the  angle  of  the  jaw,  uncovering  the  parotid  gland,  one  half  of 
which  was  destroyed,  passing  just  in  front  of  the  ear ;  thence  along  the 
lower  margin  of  the  jaw  bone  to  the  centre  of  the  chin.  This  whole 
mass  was  removed  at  once ;  though  the  sloughing  process  continued  for 
some  time,  burrowing  deeply  behind  the  angle,  until  finally  some  arterial 
branch  was  ruptured  and  alarming  hsemorrhage  threatened  the  patient's 
life,  but  was  happily  arrested  by  the  application  of  nitric  acid.  At  this 
time,  on  pressing  the  bottom  of  the  ulcer  with  the  point  of  the  finger, 
the  carotid  artery  could  be  felt,  and  its  beatings  were  frightful.  The 
patient  was  now  reduced  so  low  by  fever,  hemorrhage  and  hectic,  that 
it  seemed  almost  an  impossibility  to  save  him  ;  but  by  the  use  of  tonics 
and  nutritious  food  he  slowly  regained  strength,  and  six  weeks  after  the 
extraction  of  the  tooth,  the  outer  half  of  the  inferior  maxillary  bone,  from 
the  chin  back  to  the  angle,  with  the  whole  of  the  coronoid  and  condy- 
loid processes,  was  lifted  off  and  removed,  splitting  in  its  whole  length 
along  the  track  of  the  alveoli,  having  evidently  been  fractured  longitudi- 
nally by  the  tooth-key. 

It  has  been  proposed  to  repair  the  consequent  deformity  by  an  auto- 
plastic operation,  but  the  patient  refuses  to  submit  to  this.  Mastica- 
tion is  imperfectly  performed  by  the  help  of  the  muscles  of  the  op[)osite 
side,  and  much  trouble  is  experienced  from  the  saliva  and  ingesta  find- 
ing  their  way  out  through  the  breech  in  the  cheek. —  West,  Jour,  of 
Med,  and  Surg. 


(  384  ) 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON,    DECEMBER  6,    18  4  8. 


Report  on  Idiocy. — A  supplement  to  a  report  presented  ta  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Massachusetts,  last  season,  has  been  published,  and  furnishes  a  vast 
amount  of  information  on  the  subject  of  idiocy,  brought  together  from  va- 
rious sources,  and  so  arranged  that  the  document  is  exceedingly  instructive. 
A  high  lone  of  moral  sentiment  runs  through  it,  which  gives  a  dignity  and 
importance  to  the  melancholy  history  of  individual  cases  which  are  intro- 
duced to  illustrate  the  value  of  elementary  schooling,  of  some  sort,  for 
idiots. 

"  Idiocy,"  says  the  writer,  "  is  found  in  all  civilized  nations,  but  it  is  not 
an  evil  necessarily  inherent  in  society  ;  it  is  not  an  accident ;  and  much 
less  is  it  a  special  dispensation  of  Providence.  To  suppose  it  can  be  so, 
is  an  insult  to  the  Majesty  of  Heaven.  No,  it  is  merely  the  result  of  a 
violation  of  natural  laws  which  are  simple,  clear  and  beautiful ;  which 
require  only  to  be  seen  and  known,  in  order  to  be  loved  ;  and  which,  if 
strictly  observed  for  two  or  three  generations,  would  totally  remove  from 
any  family,  however  predisposed  to  insanity,  or  idiocy,  all  possibility  of 
its  recurrence." 

No  scientific  investigation  is  attempted,  to  prove  the  fact  of  hereditary 
transmission  ;  nor,  indeed,  is  it  at  all  necessary,  as  its  existence  is  both 
admitted  and  felt  to  be  true  in  the  commonest  walks  of  life.  Physical  de- 
fects of  a  certain  description,  as  well  as  the  conditions  of  the  mind,  have 
their  origin  in  the  parental  stock,  and  the  distortion  goes  on  increasing, 
from  one  age  to  another,  if  the  disturbing  causes  are  not  removed.  Hence 
insanity,  idiocy,  and  other  morbid  peculiarities  of  the  mind,  are  in  most 
instances  to  be  traced  to  ancestral  sources.  A  more  able  dissertation  has 
not  appeared  for  a  long  while  ;  and  it  must  unquestionably  exercise  a  com- 
manding influence  over  the  opinions  of  legislators,  in  acting  upon  the  mo- 
ral and  physical  necessities  of  the  poor,  long-forsaken  objects,  whose  claims 
are  both  eloquently  and  philosophically  advocated  in  this  learned  supple- 
mentary paper. 


Dr.  YandelVs  Introductory  Lecture — Preparatory  Education. — With 
characteristic  courtesy.  Dr.  Yandell,  when  inviied  by  the  students,  permit- 
ted them  to  publish  his  introductory  discourse,  delivered  at  the  medical 
institution  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  Oct.  18th.  In  compliance  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  American  Medical  Association,  the  lecture  term  at  the 
Louisville  School  has  been  extended,  and  commenced  two  weeks  earlier 
than  in  former  years. 

After  properly  opening  the  way  to  an  acquaintance  with  the  great 
company  with  which  he  found  himself  surrounded,  the  professor  very 
appropriately  directed  their  attention  to  the  subject  of  a  preparatory  educa- 
tion. Now  it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  understand  a  certain  class  of  subjects, 
supposed  to  call  forth  a  high  order  of  intellectual  effort,  that  the  mind 
should  have  been  previously  disciplined  in  a  certain  orderly  manner,  that 
it  may  comprehend  the  value  and  true  import  of  those  subjects.    In  what 
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way  should  those  who  propose  to  study  medicine,  prepare  themselves  ? 
Does  an  acquaintance  with  the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  suffice  ?  Is  it 
worth  while  to  become  adroit  in  mathematics  or  any  other  collateral  branch 
of  a  finished  academical  education,  before  commencing  professional  read- 
ings ?  Of  the  advantages  to  be  realized  through  life,  from  an  accomplished 
collegiate  training,  no  one  in  his  senses  will  pretend  to  be  in  doubt ;  and  since 
it  is  true  that  the  more  one  has  in  his  head,  the  less  he  will  have  to  do  with 
his  hands,  it  should  be  early  impressed  on  youth,  that  no  progress  towards 
distinction  can  be  made  without  education.  But  Dr.  Yandell's  inquiry 
seems  to  be  this, — how  shall  the  languages  be  acquired,  without  wasting 
such  a  portion  of  life  in  the  worst  form  of  drudgery  ?  He  quotes  the  opin- 
ions of  Milton  and  Locke,  who  were  both  convinced  that  the  method  in 
their  day  of  teaching  was  tedious,  uninviting,  and  absurd.  Is  it  any  better 
at  this  period — two  hundred  years  later  ?  If  the  professor  had  finally  told 
us  what  to  do,  with  reference  to  making  the  acquisition  of  Greek  and  Latin 
easier,  he  would  have  conferred  a  special  favor  on  a  multitude  of  students. 
But,  like  the  Hudibrastic  story  of  the  bear  and  fiddle,  his  instructions  are 
left  unfinished,  in  the  middle, — unless  this  sentence  embraces  his  views  in 
exte7iso  : — "  With  the  American  Association,  therefore,  we  hold  to  the  Latin 
and  Greek,  but  would  have  them  acquired  by  a  more  rational  and  easier 
process,  and  would  connect  with  them  the  study  of  other  things,  which 
can  be  easily  done — as,  for  example,  the  various  branches  of  natural  history, 
so  that  while  the  boy  was  engaged  in  the  irksome  business  of  learning 
words,  he  should  be  gaining  a  knowledge  of  objects  useful  to  be  known." 

Whatever  is  said  in  this  discourse  of  the  progress  of  medicine,  embrac- 
ing some  excellent  observations  on  the  discovery  of  etherization  and  the 
onward  march  of  the  science  of  medicine,  meets  our  cordial  approval. 
So  of  the  geological  deductions  towards  the  close.  Without  being  a  stiff, 
cold,  buckram  kind  of  a  preliminary  lecture,  it  abounds  with  life  and  en- 
couragements ;  and  without  a  particle  of  the  anodyne  in  its  composition, 
must  have  been  well  received,  as  it  deserved  to  be,  by  an  intelligent,  discri- 
minating body  of  medical  students. 


Honor  of  Discovery. — Within  a  little  time  there  has  been  a  revival  here 
in  Boston  of  the  grave  question — Who  discovered  etherization  ?  It  will 
be  recollected  that  $1000,  enclosed  in  a  silver  box,  were  presented  to  Dr. 
Morton,  as  compensation  to  some  extent,  as  we  understood  it,  for  his  labors 
and  losses  in  experimenting,  &c.  with  sulphuric  ether.  A  series  of  notes 
have  appeared  in  the  Boston  papers,  from  some  of  the  gentlemen  who 
contributed  to  the  thousand  dollar  donation,  who  explicitly  declare  that  they 
understood  that  Dr.  Morton  was  poor  and  embarrassed,  and  the  sums  they 
gave  were  in  charity,  without  any  reference  to  etherization,  or  his  claims 
to  the  honor  of  discovery.  Dr.  Jackson  addressed  notes  to  those  whose 
names  were  prominent  on  the  list  of  donors,  which  brought  out  these  facts 
in  reply.  In  the  mean  while,  the  gentleman  who  carried  round  the  paper» 
it  would  seem,  from  the  published  account,  ihought  that  those  on  whom  he 
called  knew  perfectly  well  what  they  were  doing.  Some  read  it,  and  others 
did  not;  although,  with  characteristic  liberality,  no  one  refused  to  be  cha- 
ritable. Thus  the  affair  rests  for  the  present ;  and  since  he  who  wins  may 
laugh,  the  man  who  got  the  silver  casket,  containing  the  cash,  is  in  luck> 
aside  from  the  consideration  of  merit.    Dr.  Jackson  is  a  profound  chemist^ 
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and  his  claims  to  the  distinction  of  being  the  true  and  only  discoverer  of 
anaesthetic  agents,  which  have  entirely  modified  the  practice  of  surgery  in 
all  countries,  will  not  be  relinquished,  while  the  possibility  remains  of 
sustaining  them. 


Preservation  and  Restoration  of  Sight. — A  person  has  located  himself 
in  Boston,  who  has  obtained  celebrity  among  those  suffering  from  imperfect 
vision,  arising  from  disease,  but  more  particularly  from  the  effects  of  age. 
Among  the  curative  efforts,  about  which  people  advanced  in  life  manifest 
the  most  solicitude,  are  certain  manipulations  intended  to  do  away  with 
the  use  of  spectacles.  Having  been  frequently  consulted  on  this  subject, 
we  have  been  obliged  to  say  that  the  medical  profession,  as  far  as  our 
acquaintance  extends,  have  never  succeeded  in  their  attempts  to  accomplish 
that  gratifying  desideratum.  If  any  process  has  been  discovered  to  keep 
the  transparent  cornea  always  at  the  same  convexity,  the  practitioners  of 
medicine  would  be  glad  to  know  it.  It  seems  to  be  a  physical  impossi- 
bility, at  war  with  the  very  laws  of  animal  organization  ;  and  yet  the  opera- 
tion is  spoken  of  as  a  fixed  fact,  of  public  notoriety. 

Without  a  distinct  knowledge  of  the  manner  of  operation,  and  a  clear 
illustration  of  the  permanency  of  the  effects  produced  by  the  operator,  it 
would  be  very  improper  to  recommend  patients  to  visit  his  establishment ; 
and  it  would  be  equally  unjust  to  condemn  the  course  he  is  pursuing,  with- 
out being  firmly  convinced  of  its  inutility.  Under  such  circumstances,  if 
any  correspondent  of  the  Journal  could  furnish  the  necessary  light,  he  will 
much  oblige  many  who  are  in  pursuit  of  correct  information  in  regard  to 
the  subject. 


Marriages  and  Deaths  in  Buffalo. — The  Buffalo  Commercial  Adver- 
tiser gives  the  following  statement  of  marriages  and  deaths  in  this  city 
for  the  year  ending  August  Sth,  1848.  The  data,  it  is  stated,  have  been 
obtained  by  Mr.  E.  W.  Palmer,  from  clergymen,  justices  of  the  peace, 
sextons,  &;c. 

The  whole  number  of  marriages  is  791.  Of  this  number,  501  have 
been  by  the  German  and  French  clergymen  of  the  city. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths,  as  reported  by  the  several  sextons,  is 
1,499.  In  addition  to  this  number,  it  is  estimated  that  there  were  about 
50  private  burials.  This  makes  an  average  of  about  80  per  week  ;  or,  1 
in  1500,  estimating  our  population  at  45,000.  [Or  1  in  29  for  the  whole 
year.] 

The  Advertiser  adds,  that  "  during  the  time  embraced,  the  mortality  of 
the  city  has  been  made  greater  than  usual  by  temporary  causes.  The 
ship  fever  and  smallpox  prevailed  to  considerable  extent  last  autumn,  and 
carried  off  quite  a  large  number,  soon  after  their  arrival  here,  of  emigrants, 
who  had  not  become  citizens.  This  is  shown  in  the  report  of  between 
800  and  400  paupers,  who  were  buried  at  the  expense  of  the  city." — 
Buffalo  [N.  Y. )  Medical  Journal. 


Medical  Schools  in  Riissia. — The  medical  schools  of  Russia  are  carried 
on  in  a  grand  and  becoming  manner,  and  they  are  plentifully  supplied  in 
every  respect.    The  studies  must  extend  over  five  years,  each  year  begin- 
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ning-  in  August  and  terminating  in  June.  Tiie  whole  of  May  is  given  up 
to  examinations  ;  all  the  courses  last  the  full  year,  and  every  student  is 
obliged  to  attend  them,  irrespectively  of  the  peculiar  branch  of  medical 
science  he  may  wish  to  study.  There  are  six  ce?isicres,  or  examinations. 
If  the  candidate  do  not  give  satisfaction  with  the  first  three,  he  is  put  back 
for  one  year;  but  when  he  has  creditably  passed  five,  he  obtains  his  doc- 
tor's degree.  The  sixth  is  only  attempted  by  those  who  are  looking  for 
state  appointments.  The  fourth  and  ,  fifth  years  are  especially  dedicated 
to  clinical  instruction  ;  after  which  the  young  men  may  settle  in  any  part 
of  the  empire. — Lo?ido}i  Lancet. 


Hygienic  Popular  Tracts. — A  gold  medal  of  the  value  of  £12  will  be 
adjudged  in  1850  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  Arts,  &c.,  of  Rouen,  to 
the  author  of  the  best  treatise  on  popular  hygiene,  free  from  theoretical 
speculation,  and  adapted  for  the  use  of  the  working  classes  and  agricul- 
turists.— Ibid. 


Medical  Miscellany. —  Mr.  John  Peacock,  of  Jncksonville,  Florida,  at  the  jrrpaf,  age 
of  10(i,  voted  at  the  p'^lls  on  the  hile  pipsidenlial  election — Mr.  Charles  White,  of 
Vassaiborc)',  Me.,  who  will  be  })9  in  February,  alsf)  voted  on  the  same  excilinjj  oeeasioii. 
— The  papers  jrive  an  anitnated  a'count  of  a  new  medical  school,  in  tiie  process  of 
formation  in  Boston,  f  >r  the  instruction  of  females  in  medical  matters  pertaining  to 
themselves. — The  last  number  of  the  London  Medical  Times,  in  an  article  on  the  re- 
appearance of  the  scurvy,  and  alluding  to  its  having  been  on  board  the  Rarilan,  Poto- 
mac and  Falmouth,  while  operating  in  the  Gulf,  says  the  American  nation  should  de- 
mand the  dismissal  (.f  the  mcdictal  staff  connected  with  our  nrival  service. — The  cliar- 
coal  porters  and  venders  ;ire  said  to  escape  the  cholera — The  Coroner  in  New  York 
recently  held  an  inquest  over  the  body  of  Sarah  Gedney,  an  IndiatJ,  who  diefi  sud- 
denly in  that  cilv,  of  old  a^e.  She  vvns  107. — Mrs.  Smith,  fif  .Fern)yn  House,  near 
Ronisev,  was  poisoned  oti  ihe4th  nit  ,  ovvin<i  to  a  chemist,  named  Jones,  giving  lier  J)ne 
kind  of  fnedicine  f  u"  anotlier  The  c<u()ner's  jury  retm"(ierl  a  verdict  of  manslauiz liter 
against  Jones,  and  he  has  been  conunitted  to  prison — Dr.  Thomas  Van  Buren.  •)f  New 
York,  was  instanllv  killed  on  Monday,  by  fallmi'  between  the  ferryboat  and  doek,  in 
rrossinj:  from  LJro<d<lyn  — The  papers  report  that  a  lad,  14  years  old,  ?iatr)ed  Daniel 
Burchill,  in  Yorkvill^.  near  New  York,  who  was  bitten  by  a  mad  dog  about  three  months 
since,  died  on  Wednesday  night  from  hydrophobia.  He  was  attacked  on  Tuesday,  and 
a  phvsician  who  was  (tailed  prescribed  calnmel  and  ipecac.  On  Wednesdav  morn- 
ing the  symptoms  of  hydrophobia  were  unmistakably  developed,  and  chloroform  was 
administered  with  i;ood  eftects.  The  spasms  were  entirely  relieved,  and  the  patient 
drank  flax-seed  tea  witlioui  the  slightest  repugnance  Yet  he  died  about  10  o'clock,  ap- 
parently perfectly  easy,  having  been  free  from  spasms  seven  hours. 


To  Correspondents. — The  report  of  a  case  of  severe  injury  of  the  head,  b}'  Dr.  Harlow, 
alluded  to  in  last  week's  Journal,  has  been  received,  and  will  be  published  next  week. 


Married, — Dr.  Geo.  Jewett,  of  Baldwinsville,  Mass.,  to  Miss  M.  E.  Saunders. — John  Schue, 
M.D.,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  to  Miss  C.  A.  Goodwin. 


Died, — At  New  Hartford,  Josiah  C.  Banning,  M.D.,  52. — At  Bloomington,  Indiana,  Dr. 
J.  O.  McKenny. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Dec.  2d,  71. — IM ales,  10 — females,  31.— 
Stillborn,  5.  Of  consumption.  12 — typhus  fever,  6 — scarlet  fever,  8 — croup,  7 — hooping  cough, 
1 — infantile,  7 — dropsy,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  3 — dysentery,  3— . 
smallpox,  2 — disease  of  the  liver,  1— disease  of  the  stomach,  1 — hemorrhage,  1 — marasnius,  2 
— teething,  1 — convulsions,  5 — bronchitis,  1 — accidental,  1 — old  age,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  1 
— inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — lung  fever,  1. 

Under  5  years,  32 — between  5  and  20  years.  8— between  20  and  4-0  years,  18 — between  40 
and  60  years,  9 — over  60  years.  4. 
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MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 
TiiE  Medical  Lectures  at  BowdoLn  College  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  the  14ih  day  of  February, 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  William  Sweetser,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  Edmund  R.  Pk\slee,M.D. 
Obstetrics,  by  Amos  Nourse,  M.D. 
Materia  Medica,  by  Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  Parker  (;le\veland,  M.D. 
Medical  ,) urispruilence,  by  Hon.  .John  S.  Tenney,  M.A. 
The  Library,  containing  about  3-300  volumes,  principally  modern  works,  and  the  Anatomical  Cabi- 
net, are  aMniially  increasing. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  tnoral  character. 

The  amount  oi  lees  for  the  Lectures  is  $50,  i)ayahle  in  advance.  Graduation  fee,  including  Diplo- 
ma, $18.    The  Lectures  continue  fourteen  weeks'. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  May,  and  at  the  following  Commence- 
ment of  I  he  College  in  September.  P.  CLEAVELAND,  Sec'i/- 
Brunswick,  Nov.,  1848.                             N8— eop6t. 

DR.  LE  WIS  will  Ktend  to  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  from  9  to  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  every  Tuesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Saturday.  Novl7— If 

J.  C.  NEILSON,  M.D., 
SURGEON  DENTIST.    Oflice  with  Dr.  .1.  F.  Flagg,  31  Winter  street, 
Apr.  12— eply  BOSTON. 


TO  PHYSICIANS. 

The  Sub-^criber  would  most  respectfully  infortn  the  Physicians  of  Boston  that  he  hfis  removed  his 
store  to  the  Corner  ok  Tremont  anu  Kli.iot  Streets,  where  he  will  be  much  pleased  to  see  any 
of  the  Faculty  who  will  honor  his  establishment  with  a  visit.  With  an  experience  of  twelve  years 
in  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines,  he  hopes  by  constant  attention  to  business  to  merit  a 
share  of  patronage,  assuring  iheni  that  their  favors  shall  be  j)repared  with  fidelity,  of  the  purest 
materials,  and  by  himself  personally.  He  will  be  constantly  supplied  with  all  the  new  prepara- 
tions as  soon  as  they  are  out.  J.  GEORGE  WHITWELL,  Apothecary, 

Nov.  10. — eply  Corner  Tremont  and  Eliot  Streets,  Boston. 


DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE  AND  EAR. 
DR..I.H.  Dix  will,  from  this  date,  relinquish  general  practice,  and  attend  exclusively  to  the  medi- 
cal and  siirgicaltreatment  ol  Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear.    Tremont  st.,  opposite  Tremont  House. 
February  14:,  I8i3.  eptf 


TO  PHYSICIANS. 

The  subscribers  are  constantly  supplied  with  a  selection  of  pwre  Tnedicincs  for  prescriptions  and 
the  use  of  families,  which  they  will  dispense  with  accuracy  to  all  who  may  favor  them  with  their 
patronage.  Just  received,  a  lot  of  pure  Extract  Taraxaci,  jirepared  by  a  new  and  peculiar  process. 
Also  a  small  lot  of  Ext.  Buchu,  and  Pareira  Brava,  and  all  other  articles  in  common  use,  fresh  from 
the  Mianufaci  urer. 

0=  A  constant  supply  of  Pure  Chloroform  and  Sulphuric  Ether,  for  sale  as  above. 

WHITE  &.  FERGUSON,  .Successors  <o  Charles  White, 
Dec.  15— lyr.  348  Washington  st.,  cor.  Hayward  pi.  Boston. 


GOODWIN'S  SURG-ICAL  SPLINTS. 
Assorted  sizes  of  the  Leg,  Knee  Joint-arm,  Elbow,  Hand  and  Forearm,  for  sale  in  sets  or  parts 
of  sets,  at  manufacturer's  prices,  by  JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

Nov.  1— ly  No.  33  Tremont  Row. 


WILLIAM  BROWN, 

At  his  Apothecary  store,  corner  of  Washington  and  Eliot  streets,  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply  of  Medicines,  selected  expressly  for  Phy  sicians'  and  Families'  use,  including  all  the  English 
exlracis— (Jonii,  Belladonna,  Hyoscyami,  Taraxaci,  &c.  Also,  all  the  new  Chemical  preparations 
recently  introduced.  Gieat  care  isiaken  in  selecting  the  choicest  of  medicines  for  physicians' pre- 
scriptions; not  trusting  to  such  articles  as  rhubarb,  ipecac,  jalap,  aloes,  &c.,  powdered  by  steam 
and  w-iter  power,  but  having  them  pulverized  fresh  from  the  root,  under  my  own  superintendence. 
The  most  strict  personal  attention  psiid  to  dispensing  physicians'  prescriptions.  No  one  permitted 
to  put  up  prescriptions  except  those  of  long  experience  in  the  business.  Jan.  5 — ]y 


JOSEPH  BURNETT, 
Apothecarv  (Successor  to  T.  Metcalf),  No.  33  Tremont  Row, 
Offers  to  Surgeons  and  Dentists,  the  best  selected  assortment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  in  the  city  , 
consisting  in  part  of  Amputating,  Trepanning,  Obstetrical,  Dissecting,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eye,  and 
Cooi>er's  Gases;  Scarificators,  Catheters,  Bougies,  Stomach  Pumps,  Injecting  do.,  Spring  and  Thumb 
Lancets,  Dissect  ins  and  Dressing  Scissors,  Trocars,  Needles,  Bistouries ;  Dressing,  Dissecting,  Poly- 
pus and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonsil  Instruments,  &c.  «fec.,  of  American,  English  and  French  manufacture. 

Extracting  Fnrce[)s,  of  Chevalier's  manufacture  from  Dr.  Flagg's  patterns,  in  sets  of  12,  or  singly, 
of  suiterior  form  and  finish ;  Excavators,  Burrs,  Pluggers,  Drills,  Files ;  Cutting,  Splitting  and  Punch- 
in?  Forceps;  Gold  and  Piatina  Plate  and  Wire,  common  and  fine  Solder,  Spiral  Springs,  (Gold  and  Tin 
Foil,  Mineral  Teeth,  in  great  variety,  (much  the  largest  assortment  lo  be  found  in  New  Englaiid), 
Grindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  departments  of  Dentistry. 

Instruments  sharpened  and  repaired  at  short  notice. 

iiu*  All  orders  from  the  country  shall  receive  careful  and  prompt  attention. 
Feb.  10  tf 
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PASSAGE  OF  AN  IRON  ROD  THROUGH  THE  HEAD. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — Havini^  been  interested  in  the  reading  of  the  cases  of  In- 
juries of  the  Head,"  reported  in  your  Journal  by  Professor  Shipman, 
of  Cortlandville,  N.  Y.,  I  am  induced  to  offer  you  the  notes  of  a  very 
severe,  singular,  and,  so  far  as  the  result  is  taken  into  account,  hitherto 
unparalleled  case,  of  that  class  of  injuiies,  which  has  recently  fallen  un- 
der my  own  care.  The  accident  happened  in  this  town,  upon  the  line 
of  the  Rutland  and  Burlington  Rail  Road,  on  the  13th  of  Sept.  last,  at 
4J  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  subject  of  it  is  Phineas  P.  Gage,  a  foreman, 
engaged  in  building  the  road,  25  years  of  age,  of  middle  stature,  vigor- 
ous physical  organization,  temperate  habits,  and  possessed  of  considerable 
energy  of  character. 

It  appears  from  his  own  account,  and  that  of  the  by-standers,  that 
he  was  engaged  in  charging  a  hole,  preparatory  to  blasting.  He  had 
turned  in  the  powder,  and  was  in  the  act  of  tamping  it  slightly  before 
pouring  on  the  sand.  He  had  struck  the  powder,  and  while  about  to 
strike  it  again,  turned  his  head  to  look  after  his  men  (who  were  working 
within  a  few  feet  of  him),  when  the  tamping  iron  came  in  contact  with 
the  rock,  and  the  powder  exploded,  driving  the  iron  against  the  left 
side  of  the  face,  immediately  anterior  to  the  angle  of  the  inferior 
maxillary  bone.  Taking  a  direction  upward  and  backward  toward  the 
median  line,  it  penetrated  the  integuments,  the  masseter  and  temporal 
muscles,  passed  under  the  zygomatic  arch,  and  (probably)  fracturing  the 
temporal  portion  of  the  sphenoid  bone,  and  the  floor  of  the  orbit  of  the 
left  eye,  entered  the  cranium,  passing  through  the  anterior  left  lobe  of  the 
cerebrum,  and  made  its  exit  in  the  median  line,  at  the  junction  of  the 
coronal  and  sagittal  sutures,  lacerating  the  longitudinal  sinus,  fracturing 
the  parietal  and  frontal  bones  extensively,  breaking  up  considerable 
portions  of  brain,  and  protruding  the  globe  of  the  left  eye  from  its  socket, 
by  nearly  one  half  its  diameter.  The  tamping  iron  is  round,  and  ren- 
dered comparatively  smooth  by  use.  It  is  pointed  at  the  end  which  en- 
tered first,  and  is  three  feet,  seven  inches  in  length,  one  and  one  quarter 
inch  in  diameter,  and  weighs  13J  pounds.  I  am  informed  that  the 
patient  was  thrown  upon  his  back,  and  gave  a  few  convulsive  motions 
of  the  extremities,  but  spoke  in  a  few  minutes.  His  men  (with  whom 
2Q  ^ 
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*  he  was  a  great  favorite)  took  him  in  their  arms  and  carried  him  to  the 
road,  only  a  few  rods  distant,  and  sat  him  into  an  ox  cart,  in  which  he 
rode,  sitting  erect,  full  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  to  the  hotel  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Adams,  in  this  village.  He  got  out  of  the  cnrt  himself,  and  with 
a  little  assistance  walked  up  a  long  flight  of  stairs,  into  the  hall,  where 
he  was  dressed. 

Being  absent,  I  did  not  arrive  at  the  scene  of  the  accident  until  near 
6  o'clock,  P.  M.  You  will  excuse  me  for  remarking  here,  that  the  pic- 
lure  presented  was,  to  one  unaccustomed  to  military  surgery,  truly 
terrific  ;  but  the  patient  bore  his  sufferings  with  the  most  heroic  firmness. 
He  recognized  me  at  once,  and  said  he  hoped  he  was  not  much  hurt. 
He  seemed  to  be  perfectly  conscious,  but  was  getting  exhausted  from  the 
hemorrhage,  which  was  very  profuse  both  exterally  and  internally,  the 
blood  finding  its  way  into  the  stomach,  which  rejected  it  as  often  as 
every  15  or  20  minutes.  Pulse  60,  and  regular.  His  person,  and  the 
bed  on  which  he  was  laid,  were  literally  one  gore  of  blood.  Assisted 
by  my  friend.  Dr.  Williams,  of  Proctorsville,  who  was  first  called  to  the 
patient,  we  proceeded  to  dress  the  wounds.  From  their  appearance,  the 
fragments  of  bone  being  uplifted  and  the  brain  protruding,  it  was  evident 
that  the  fracture  was  occasioned  by  some  force  acting  from  below  up- 
ward. The  scalp  was  shaven,  the  coagula  removed,  together  with  three 
small  triangular  pieces  of  the  cranium,  and  in  searching  to  ascertain  if 
there  were  other  foreign  bodies  there,  I  passed  in  the  index  finger  its 
whole  length,  without  the  least  resistance,  in  the  direction  of  the  wound 
in  the  cheek,  which  received  the  other  fiiiger  in  like  manner.  A  portion 
of  the  anterior  superior  angle  of  each  parietal  bone,  and  a  semi-circular 
piece  of  the  frontal  bone,  were  fractured,  leaving  a  circular  opening  of 
about  3^  inches  in  diameter.  This  examination,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  iron  which  was  found  some  rods  distant,  smeared  with  brain  to- 
gether with  the  testimony  of  the  workmen,  and  of  the  patient  hinnnlf, 
who  was  still  sufficiently  conscious  to  say  that  "  the  iron  struck  his 
head  and  passed  through,"  was  considered  at  the  time  sufficiently  con- 
clusive to  show  not  only  the  nature  of  the  accident,  but  the  manner  in 
which  it  occurred. 

I  have  been  asked  why  I  did  not  pass  a  probe  through  the  entire  ex- 
tent of  the  wound  at  the  time.  I  think  no  surgeon  of  discretion  would 
have  upheld  me  in  the  trial  of  such  a  foolhardy  experiment,  in  the  risk 
of  disturbing  lacerated  vessels,  from  which  the  hemorrhage  was  near 
being  staunched,  and  thereby  rupturing  the  attenuated  thread,  by  which 
the  sufferer  still  held  to  life.  You  will  excuse  me  for  being  thus  particu- 
lar, inasmuch  as  1  am  aware  that  the  nature  of  the  injury  has  been  se- 
riously questioned  by  many  medical  men  for  whom  1  entertain  a  very 
high  respect. 

The  spiculae  of  bone  having  been  taken  away,  a  portion  of  the  brain, 
which  hung  by  a  pedicle,  was  removed,  the  larger  pieces  of  bone  re- 
placed, the  lacerated  scalp  was  brought  together  as  nearly  as  possible, 
and  retained  by  adhesive  straps,  excepting  at  the  posterior  angle,  and 
over  this  a  simple  dressing — compress,  night-cap   and  roller.  The 
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wound  in  the  face  was  left  patulous,  covered  only  by  a  simple  dressing. 
The  hands  and  fore  arnas  were  both  deeply  burned  nearly  to  the 
elbows,  which  were  dressed,  and  the  patient  was  left  with  the  head 
elevated,  and  the  attendants  requested  to  keep  him  in  that  position. 

10,  P.  M.,  same  evening. — The  dressings  are  saturated  with  blood, 
but  the  hemorrhage  appears  to  be  abating.  Has  vomited  twice  only 
since  being  dressed.  Sensorial  powers  remain  as  yet  unimpaired.  Says 
he  does  not  wish  to  see  his  friends,  as  he  shall  be  at  work  in  a  day  or 
two.  Tells  where  they  live,  their  names,  he.  Pulse  65 ;  constant 
agitation  of  the  lower  extremities. 

14th,  7,  A.  M. — Has  slept  some  ;  appears  to  be  in  pain  ;  speaks  with 
difficulty;  tumefaction  of  face  considerable,  and  increasing ;  pulse  70  ; 
knows  his  friends,  and  is  rational.  Asks  who  is  foreman  in  his  pit. 
Hemorrhage  internally  continues  slightly.    Has  not  vomited  since  12,  M. 

15th,  9,  A.  M. — Has  slept  well  half  the  night.  Sees  objects  indis- 
tinctly with  the  left  eye,  when  the  lids  are  separated.  Hemorrhage  has 
ceased.    Pulse  75. 

8,  P.  M.,  same  day. — Restless  and  delirious  ;  talks  much,  but  dis- 
connected and  incoherent.  Pulse  84,  and  full.  Prescribed  vin.  col- 
cliicum,  f  3  SB.  every  six  hours,  until  it  purges  him.  Removed  the 
night-cap. 

16th,  8,  A.  M. — Patient  appears  more  quiet.  Pulse  70.  Dressed 
the  wounds,  which  in  the  head  have  a  foetid  sero-purulent  discharge,  with 
particles  of  brain  intermingled.  No  discharge  from  bowels.  Ordered 
sulph.  magnesia,  |  j.,  repeated  every  four  hours  until  it  operates.  Iced 
water  to  the  head  and  eye.  A  fungus  appears  at  the  external  canlhus 
of  the  left  eye.    Says  "  the  left  side  of  his  head  is  banked  up." 

17lh,  8,  A.  M. — Pulse  84.  Purged  freely.  Rational,  and  knows  his 
friends.  Discharge  from  the  brain  profuse,  very  foetid  and  sanious. 
Wound  in  face  healing. 

18th,  9,  A.  M. — Slept  well  all  night,  and  lies  upon  his  right  side. 
Pulse  72 ;  tongue  red  and  dry  ;  breaih  foetid.  Removed  the  dressings, 
and  passed  a  probe  to  the  base  of  the  cranium,  without  giving  pain. 
Ordered  a  cathartic,  which  operated  freely.  Cold  to  the  head.  Pa- 
tient says  he  shall  recover.    He  is  delirious,  with  lucid  intervals. 

19th,  8,  P.  M. — Has  been  very  restless  during  the  day  ;  skin  hot 
and  dry ;  tongue  red  ;  excessive  thirst ;  delirious,  talking  incoherently 
with  himself,  and  directing  his  men. 

20th  and  21st. — Has  remained  much  the  same. 

22d,  8,  A.  M. — Patient  has  had  a  very  restless  night.  Throws  his 
hands  and  feet  about,  and  tries  to  get  out  of  bed.    Head  hot.  Says 

he  shall  not  live  long  so."  Ordered  a  cathartic  of  calomel  and  rhu- 
barb, to  be  followed  by  castor  oil,  if  it  does  not  operate  in  six  hours. 

4,  P.  M.,  same  day. — Purged  freely  twice,  and  inclines  to  sleep. 

23d. — Rested  well  most  of  the  night,  and  appears  stronger  and  more 
rational.  Pulse  80.  Shaved  the  scalp  a  second  time,  and  brought  the 
edges  of  the  wound  in  position,  the  previous  edges  having  sloughed  away. 
Discharge  less  in  quantity  and  less  foetid.    Loss  of  vision  of  left  eye. 
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From  this  time  until  the  3cl  of  October,  he  lay  in  a  semi-comatose 
state,  seldom  speaking  unless  spoken  to,  and  then  answering  only  in 
monosyllables.  During  this  period,  fungi  started  from  the  brain,  and  in- 
creased rapidly  from  the  orbit.  To  these  was  applied  nitrate  of  silver 
cryst.,  and  cold  to  the  head  generally.  The  dressings  were  renewed 
three  times  in  every  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  in  addition  to  this,  laxatives, 
combined  with  an  occasional  dose  of  caloinel,  constituted  the  treatment. 
The  pulse  varied  from  70  to  96 — generally  very  soft.  During  this  time 
an  abscess  formed  under  the  frontalis  muscle,  which  was  opened  on  the 
27th,  and  has  been  very  difficult  to  heal.  Discharged  nearly  §  viij.  at 
the  time  it  was  punctured. 

Oct.  5th  and  6th. — Patient  improving.  Discharge  from  the  wound 
and  sinus,  laudable  pus.  Calls  for  his  pants  and  wishes  to  get  out  of  bed, 
though  he  is  unable  to  raise  his  head  from  the  pillow. 

7th. — Has  succeeded  in  raising  himself  up,  and  took  one  step  to  his 
chair,  and  sat  about  five  minutes. 

1 1  th. — Pulse  72.  Intellectual  faculties  brightening.  When  I  asked  him 
how  long  since  he  was  injured,  he  replied,  "  four  weeks  this  afternoon, 
at  4J  o'clock."  Relates  the  manner  in  which  it  occurred,  and  how  he 
came  to  the  house.  He  keeps  the  day  of  the  week  and  time  of  day,  in 
his  mind.  Says  he  knows  more  than  half  of  those  who  inquire  after  him. 
Does  not  estimate  size  or  money  accurately,  though  he  has  memory  as 
perfect  as  ever.  He  would  not  take  ^1000  for  a  few  pebbles  which 
he  took  from  an  ancient  river  bed  where  he  was  at  work.  The  fungus 
is  giving  way  under  the  use  of  the  crys.  nitrate  of  silver.  During  all 
of  this  time  there  has  been  a  discharge  of  pus  into  the  fauces,  a  part 
of  which  passed  into  the  stomach,  the  remainder  being  ejected  from 
the  mouth. 

20th. — Improving.  Gets  out  and  into  bed  with  but  little  assistance. 
Sits  up  thirty  minutes  twice  in  twenty-four  hours.  Is  very  childish  ; 
wishes  to  go  home  to  Lebanon,  N.  H.  The  wound  in  the  scalp  is  heal- 
ing rapidly. 

Nov.  8th. — Improving  in  every  particular,  and  sits  up  most  of  the 
time  during  the  day.  Appetite  good,  though  he  is  still  kept  upon  a  low 
diet.  Pulse  65.  Sleeps  well,  and  says  he  has  no  pain  in  the  head. 
Food  digests  easily,  bowels  regular,  and  nutrition  is  going  on  well.  The 
sinus  under  the  frontalis  muscle  has  nearly  healed.  He  walks  up  and 
down  stairs,  and  about  the  house,  into  the  piazza,  and  I  am  informed 
this  evening  that  he  has  been  in  the  street  to-day. — I  leave  him  for  a 
week,  with  strict  injunctions  to  avoid  excitement  and  exposure. 

15th. — I  learn,  on  inquiry,  that  Gage  has  been  in  the  street  every  day 
except  Sunday,  during  my  absence.  His  desire  to  be  out  and  to  go 
home  to  Lebanon  has  been  uncontrollable  by  his  friends,  and  he  has  been 
making  arrangements  to  that  effect.  Yesterday  he  walked  half  a  mile, 
and  purchased  some  small  articles  at  the  store.  The  atmosphere  was 
cold  and  damp,  the  ground  wet,  and  he  went  without  an  overcoat,  and 
with  thin  boots.  He  got  wet  feet  and  a  chill.  I  find  him  in  bed,  de- 
pressed and  very  irritable.   Hot  and  dry  skin  ;  thirst ;  tongue  coated  ;  pulse 
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110;  lancinating  pain  in  left  side  of  head  and  face;  rigors,  and  bowels 
constipated.  Ordered  cold  to  the  head  and  face,  and  a  black  dose  to 
be  repeated  in  six  hours,  if  it  does  not  operate.  He  has  had  spiculas  of 
bone  pass  into  the  fauces,  which  he  expelled  from  the  mouth  within  a 
few  days. 

16th,  A.  M. — No  better.  Cathartic  has  operated  freely.  Pulse  120  ; 
skin  hot  and  dry  ;  thirst  and  pain  remain  the  same.  Has  been  very 
restless  during  the  night.  Venesection  f  §  xvj.  Ordered  calomel,  grs. 
X.,  and  ipecac,  grs.  ij.,  followed  in  four  hours  by  castor  oil. 

8,  P.  M.,  same  day. — Purged  freely  ;  pulse  less  frequent ;  pain  in 
head  moderated  ;  skin  moist.  R.  Antim.  et  potassa  tart.,  grs.  iij.  ;  syr. 
simplex,  f  §  vj.    Dose  a  dessert  spoonful  every  four  hours. 

I7th. — Improving.  Expresses  himself  as  "  feeling  better  in  every 
respect ;"  has  no  pain  in  the  head. 

18th. — Is  walking  about  house  again  ;  says  he  feels  no  pain  in  the 
head,  and  appears  to  be  in  a  way  of  recovering  if  he  can  be  controlled. 

At  this  date  I  shall  leave  the  case  at  present.  The  result,  and  a  few 
remarks  of  a  practical  nature,  together  with  the  mental  manifestations 
of  the  patient,  1  reserve  for  a  future  communication.  I  think  the  case 
presents  one  fact  of  great  interest  to  the  practical  surgeon,  and,  taken  as 
a  whole,  is  exceedingly  interesting  to  the  enlightened  physiologist  and 
intellectual  philosopher.  In  my  efibrt  to  be  brief,  which  I  fear  you  will 
think  an  utter  failure,  I  have  omitted  much  in  my  notes  that  might  in- 
terest some  readers.  Allow  me  to  say  here,  that  I  have  seen  a  communi- 
cation in  "  The  Reflector  and  Watchman,"  stating  that  "  there  is  a 
piece  of  bone  loose  in  the  top  of  his  head,  as  large  as  a  dollar,  which 
will  have  to  be  removed,  should  he  live."  The  fractured  portions  of 
bone,  excepting  those  which  were  removed  at  the  first  dressing,  have 
united  firmly,  and  the  above  remark  was  made  unadvisedly.  Should  you 
think  these  notes  of  sufficient  importance  to  deserve  a  place  in  your  Jour- 
nal, they  are  at  your  service.  Yours,  very  respectfully. 

Cavendish,  Vt.,  Nov.  27,  1848.  J.  M.  Harlow. 


FITCH'S  BOOK  ON  CONSUMPTION. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.— Concluded  from  p.  323.] 

In  the  introductory  article  in  his  book,  the  author  arrogates  to  himself 
the  discovery  of  the  "  grand  uses  of  the  lungs,"  as  before  alluded  to. 
He  there  also  asserts  that,  by  this  discovery,  he  was  able  to  lay  the 
foundation  of  a  "  certain  method  of  elucidating  and  treating  their  dis- 
eases." I  propose  now  to  inquire  into  this  discovery,  in  order  that  we 
may  fully  understand  what  it  is,  that  due  appreciation  in  return  may  be 
rendered.  At  page  28,  we  have  the  following  account  of  what  led  to 
the  discovery — as  well  as  the  discovery  itself.  He  there  states,  that 
while  pursuing  some  investigations  upon  "  Nervous  Influence,"  he  made 
the  discovery  of  the  "  grand  uses  of  the  lungs ;"  to  use  his  own  words, 
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"  I  discovered,  what  1  conceived  to  be  the  grand  uses  of  the  hings  and 
their  first  great  purpose.  In  those  researches,  I  was  led  to  ask,  what 
it  was  that  gave  support  and  power  to  the  nervous  system.  1  traced 
this  support  to  the  kings  ;  and  at  once,  and  forever,  to  my  mind,  all 
darkness  upon  the  uses  of  the  lungs  disappeared." 

Now,  if  I  understand  hitn  aright,  he  claims  that  the  lungs  give  sup- 
port and  poiucr  to  the  nervous  system  ;  and  that  he  first  discovered  and 
taught  this  doctrine.  In  order  to  settle  the  question,  whether  he  has  dis- 
covered a  new  truth  in  physiology,  or  is  arrogant  in  claiming  to  be  a 
discoverer,  as  J  have  heretofore  asserted,  it  is  necessary  to  give  his  dis- 
covery, as  he  terms  it,  a  fair  and  candid  examination,  as  he  has  set  it 
forth  by  propositions  and  illustrations.  He  lays  claim,  in  the  above 
quotation,  to  the  discovery  of  the  "  uses  of  the  lungs."  Now  all 
1  can  see  that  he  has  to  establish  his  discovery,  and  to  show  that 
he  did  actually  trace  the  support  and  power"  of  the  nervous  system, 
as  asserted,  to  the  lungs,  is  his  own  statement  of  the  matter.  No  ex- 
periments, processes  or  methods,  are  given,  showing  how  he  traced  this 
support  and  power,  so  that  otliers,  if  they  doubted  the  truth  of  his  asser- 
tions, might  repeat  those  experiments  for  themselves.  So  we  are  forced 
to  take  this  matte,  wholly  on  his  ipse  dixit.  1  am  not  disposed  to  do 
this,  notwithstanding  his  multiplicity  of  references  for  veracity.  To  my 
mind  there  is  a  vast  difference  between  a  truth  supposed,  and  one  estab- 
lished by  demonstration  ;  between  a  theory  advanced,  and  unquestiona- 
ble evidence  of  a  new  discovery. 

It  is,  therefore,  plain,  that  this  discovery  is  no  discovery  at  all,  but 
simply  a  theory,  the  rationality  and  plausibility  of  which,  I  purpose 
briefly  to  examine,  as  developed  and  illustrated  by  himself.  Is  it  a  iact, 
that  the  support  and  power  of  the  nervous  system  is  derived  from  the 
lungs  ?  Or,  more  definitely  to  state  the  proposition,  does  respiration 
give  the  support  and  power  of  the  nervous  system,  as  is  manifested  in 
muscular  action  ?  I  had  always  sup[)Osed  that  the  power  and  tonicity 
of  the  nervous  system  were  drawn  from  nutriment,  and  that  atmospheric 
air,  whether  thick  or  thin,  gave  no  additional  strength,  of  itself,  simply 
considered  ;  that  the  circulation  of  the  blood  was  established  prior  to 
respiration — and  without  the  existence  of  this  circulation,  respiration 
could  not  be  established.  Fitch  says,  page  28,  "  They  (the  lungs) 
give  to  the  human  machine  its  power  of  action."  He  then  goes  on  to 
say,  "  this  power  exists  in  the  atmospheric  air  ;  and  the  lungs  are  the 
medium  by  which  and  through  which,  that  principle,  v/hich  gives  the 
human  machine  its  living  power,  is  conveyed  to  it."  He  then  proceeds 
to  illustrate  his  theory,  by  saying,  "  the  lungs  have  the  same  relation  to 
the  human  machine,  that  the  water  wheel  has  to  the  mill  it  moves.  The 
air  is  the  same  to  the  lungs  that  the  water  is  to  the  wheel  ;  shut  off 
the  water  from  the  water  wheel,  and  it  soon  stops  ;  shut  the  air  from  the 
lungs,  and  they  as  soon  stop  and  all  the  system  with  them."  I  shall  not 
debate  the  point  whether  we  can  or  cannot  exist  without  breathing. 
This  has  long  been  a  settled  question.  Every  hangman  understands,  to 
a  demonstration,  that  when  you  stop  the  breath,  life  is  extinguished. 
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The  only  difficulty  is,  Dr.  F.  makes  the  lungs  the  starting  point  and 
only  source  of  motive  power ;  whereas  I  deem  them  only  of  secondary 
importance.  Life  exists  by  the  concurrent  action  of  all  those  organs 
that  are  essential  to  it.  The  animal  economy  could  not  be  sustained  or 
kept  in  existence  without  the  brain  or  the  heart,  any  more  than  it  could 
without  the  lungs.  Each,  and  all,  are  important  to  life  and  a  perfect 
organization  of  the  human  system. 

On  page  28,  he  says  if  any  person  can  tell  him  "  why  we  breathe 
harder  in  running  up  stairs  than  in  running  down,"  he  can  tell  what  are 
the  principal  uses  of  the  lungs.  On  page  29  he  gives  the  following 
explanation.  "  We  see,  in  running  up  stairs,  the  lungs,  before  quiet  and 
easy  in  their  movements,  at  once  double  and  quadruple  their  action  ;  and 
if  the  exertion  is  long  continued,  are  lashed  into  most  active  and  even 
violent  pantings.  VVhilst  not  the  least  increase  of  action  is  observed  in 
running  down  stairs  ;  because  there  is  no  increase  in  the  consurnption 
of  power,  for  no  increase  of  power  is  required.  Exactly  in  the  ratio  of 
the  consumption  of  power,  will  be  the  action  of  the  lungs."  He  then 
adds,  it  is  of  vital  consequence  that  we  understand  the  uses  of  the 
lungs  ;  do  this,  and  they  will  become  as  playthings  to  us."  I  should 
think  so ;  and  I  think  a  child  would  treat  his  playthings  with  a  greater 
sense  of  propriety,  than  this  man  has  "  the  uses  of  the  lungs  and  their 
first  great  purpose."  For  if  his  theory  and  illustrations  are  of  any 
force,  we  should  expect  the  hurried  and  laborious  breathing  would  pre- 
cede and  occasion  the  effort  of  running  ;  and  in  proportion  to  the  inten- 
sity of  the  respiration,  would  be  the  velocity  of  motion.  It  appears  to 
me  that  no  one  could  be  so  blind  as  to  insist  that  the  machinery  of  a 
mill  increased  the  velocity  of  the  water  wheel  ;  neither  should  we  expect, 
if  respiration  was  the  power  by  which  we  run,  that  running  would  in- 
crease the  respiration.  Yet  we  are  forced  to  these  conclusions,  if  liis 
theory  is  of  any  effect  or  his  illustrations  of  any  force.  The  doctor,  by 
this  mode  of  reasoning,  overturns  that  axiom  in  natural  philosophy  which 
makes  cause  precede  effect.  For  I  ask,  does  the  hard  and  laborious  breath- 
ing accompanying  running  precede  the  muscular  effort  of  running  ?  Cer- 
tainly not ;  it  only  occurs  with  it,  and  is  the  effect  of  running,  not  its  cause, 
I  would  inquire,  what  occasions  the  hard  and  laborious  respiration  in  apo- 
plexy ;  the  hurried  and  distressed  breathing  in  lung  fever?  We  very 
frequently  witness  this  phenomenon,  where  there  has  been  no  physical 
exertion  of  the  system. 

He  then  goes  on  with  similar  illustrations,  until,  at  page  33,  he  de- 
clares that  "  a  perfect  cloud  rests  over  the  uses  of  the  lungs— their  grand 
purpose  is  entirely  overlooked,  and  imknown  by  the  mass  of  medical 
and  other  men."  In  speaking  of  physicians,  he  says  he  never  saw  any  two 
agree  on  the  management  of  consumption,  "or  who  had  the  least  notion 
how  it  might  be  prevented,  nor  have  they  any  confidence  in  their  own 
practice.'^  Yet  on  the  next  page  he  says — "  In  one  thing  they 
[physicians]  all  agree,  and  their  experience  is  alike,  that  their  pa- 
tients nearly  all  die.  This  universal  mortality  among  their  patients 
keeps   them  all  in  countenance,  and  inspires  confidence  that  theil' 
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practice  is  right "  /  And  again  on  the  same  page,  notwithstanding 
his  previous  statement  that  physicians  liave  no  confidence  in  their 
own  practice,  he  says,  "  Nothing  daunted,  a  learned  physician  will 
conduct  all  the  members  of  a  family  to  their  graves,  one  after  an- 
other, giving  the  same  remedies  to  each,  and  never  once  suspecting 
that  his  practice  is  wrongs  or  that  it  can  be  changed  for  the  bet- 
ter." Again,  in  speaking  of  physicians,  page  34,  he  uses  the  follow- 
ing language.  "  Go  to  diem  [pliysicians]  to  treat  a  pleurisy  or  lung 
fever,  or  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  and  they  do  it  skilfully ;"  and  on 
page  36  he  says — "  No  one  respects  them  [physicians]  more  ;  but  I  do 
deplore  their  ignorance  of  the  uses  of  the  lungs,  and  causes  of  consump- 
tion ;  and  most  of  all,  their  ignorance  of  even  rational  practice  in  pul- 
monary diseases.^^  How  a  physician  could  treat  lung  fever  or  inflam- 
mation of  the  lungs  skilfully,  and  at  the  same  time  be  ignorant  of  "  even 
rational  practice  in  pulmonary  diseases,"  is  to  me  a  little  mysterious. 
Perhaps  he  does  not  admit  lung  fever  or  inflammation  of  the  lungs  to 
be  pulmonary  disease;  for  I  notice  on  page  26  of  his  book,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  lungs,  that  he  uses  the  following  language — "  A  portion  of 
healthy  lung  will  float  on  water ;  a  portion  pulmonariJy  diseased,  will 
sink  in  water."  I  think  the  doctor  ought,  for  the  benefit  of  the  "  would- 
be  learned  scholars,"  the  "  world  and  time-honored  physicians,"  and  the 
"  few  high  priests  "  of  the  medical  profession,  to  have  shown  the  true 
and  real  difl^^erence  between  a  lung  diseased,  and  a  lung  pulmonarily  dis- 
eased. It  would  then,  perhaps,  be  easy  to  comprehend  why  a  physician 
would  be  capable  of  treating  pleurisy,  or  lung  fever,  or  inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  skilfully  ;  and  at  the  same  time  be  ignorant  of  "  even 
rational  practice  in  pulmonary  diseases." 

There  is  one  other  doctrine  taught  by  Fitch,  which  I  purpose  to  exa- 
mine, and  then,  with  a  few  remarks,  1  shall  leave  him,  and  his  work,  to 
take  that  position  in  the  estimation  of  an  intelligent  public,  which  they 
shall  appear  to  deserve.  That  doctrine  is,  that  no  regular  physician  is 
qualified,  owing  to  his  ignorance  of  the  uses  of  the  lungs,  to  treat  con- 
sumption ;  that  he  alone,  of  all  physicians,  is  competent  to  this  task. 
This  doctrine  is  certainly  taught  by  implication,  if  not  by  direct  assertion. 
On  page  26,  he  says — "  From  vast  observation  and  experience,  I  unhesi- 
tatingly assert  that  consumption  is  one  of  our  most  curable  diseases."  1  wish 
now  to  show,  why  this  declaration  is  made.  On  page  36,  he  pronounces  a 
curse  upon  all  consumptive  patients,  who  place  themselves  under  the  treat- 
ment of  those  "who  pronounce  consumption  as  always  incurable."  He 
makes  quite  an  effort  to  prove  that  all  the  patients,  who  have  consump- 
tion, and  employ  regular  physicians,  die.  On  page  35,  he  makes  use 
of  the  following  language  respecting  the  "  oldest  and  most  eminent  phy- 
sicians, everywhere — those  standing  highest  in  the  communities  where 
they  reside,  having  the  most  influence,  and  most  addicted  to  written  au- 
thorities, and  regular  precedence,  in  fact  called  the  head  of  the  medical 
profession  ;  they  are  the  poorest  possible  authority  upon  consumption, 
except  to  record  its  fatality.  Their  patients  all  die,  without  a  single  ex- 
ception ;  and  for  this  we  have  their  most  emphatic  authority."  He 
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then  says — Dr.  Nathaniel  Chapman  denounces  a  man  who  professes 
to  cure  consumption,  as  sinking  himself  to  the  most  degrading  cliarla- 
tanism  ;  and  solemnly  declares  that,  in  a  practice  of  fifty  years,  he  has 
never  seen  a  case  of  seated  consumption  cured."  Fitch  then  says,  this 
is  a  record  of  his  practice,  and  of  nearly  all,  with  scarcely  an  excep- 
tion, in  the  regular  facultij,  u[)  to  this  time  ;  and  most  fully  confirms  all 
I  have  said  upon  the  awful  deslnictiveness  of  their  practice."  Then  he 
adds,  that  "all  those  who  employ  only  the  old  school  physicians,  when 
ihey  are  struck  with  consumption,  die  of  it  ;  whilst  with  the  class  that 
are  independent  thinkers,  who  not  reverencing  mere  names  and  preten- 
sions, but  fly  from  such  persons  [regular  physicians],  and  ask  facts 
and  demand  cures,  find  often  at  last,  in  perhaps  an  obscure  old  woman, 
or  some  illiterate  person,  that  aid  which  could  not  he  obtained  from 
their  regular,  and  world  and  time-honored  physicians."  After  having 
thus  announced  consumption  to  be,  by  hiinself,  one  of  the  most  curable 
diseases,  and  by  all  other  physicians  as  tbe  most  incurable,  he  holds 
forth  to  consumptive  patients  in  the  following  strain — "  Wo,  then,  to  you, 
consumptives,  who  put  yourselves  in  the  care  of  those  who  pronounce 
consumption  always  incurable."  From  these  extracts,  I  consider  his  ob- 
ject will  appear  sufficiently  plain  without  any  comments. 

In  concluding  my  remarks  on  this  work,  which  "  Justitia  "  considers 
a  useful  and  practical  one,  I  would  say,  hired  agents  may  procure  for  it 
an  "  extensive  circulation  ;"  "  American  savages,"  "  obscure  old  wo- 
men," and  "  illiterate  persons,"  may  commend  it  as  a  popular  work  ; 
and  those  of  the  medical  faculty,  who  are  dead  to  every  sense  of  truth 
and  their  own  position,  may,  if  they  choose,  recommend  it  as  useful  and 
practical.  How  any  physician  can  do  this,  is  to  me  a  matter  of  sur- 
prise ;  filled,  as  it  is,  with  arrogance  and  self-laudation,  with  vituperative 
language  against  them,  which  is  rendered  doubly  odious  by  the  sickly 
hypocritical  prating  that  follows,  of  how  well  he  knows  of  "their  sacri- 
fices, their  great  benevolence,  and  disinterested  eflPorts  in  behalf  of  sick 
and  suffering  humanity."  Praise  this  book  !  the  pretensions  of  which,  as 
to  the  cure  of  consumption,  are  based  upon  an  alleged  discovery  in  phy- 
siology, which  upon  examination  proves,  as  I  think,  nothing  but  a  vague 
assumption,  a  miserable  theory,  which  is  fully  refuted  by  the  author's 
own  illustrations,  when  logically  considered.  Such  an  author  can  expect 
to  command  but  little  respect  from  well-informed,  intelligent  physicians  ; 
and  but  little,  if  rightly  appreciated,  from  an  enlightened  community. 
North  KiUingly,  Conn.,  Nov.  22d,  1848.  F.  H.  P. 


SUCCESSFUL  OPERATION  FOR  DEFORMITY  OF  THIGH  FROM  BADLY 
UNITED  FRACTURE. 

George  Darcy,  an  exceedingly  intelligent  Irish  lad,  aged  18  years,  was 
admitted  into  the  Charity  Hospital  on  the  6th  of  June  last,  and  came 
under  the  charge  of  Dr.  T.  W.  Compton.  He  gave  the  following  ac- 
count of  himself.    Being  a  cabin  boy  in  the  ship  Selim,  going  from 
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Whitehaven  to  Charleston,  May,  1846,  was  ordered  aloft — on  reachinnj 
the  main-top,  lost  his  hold  and  fell  to  the  deck,  the  distance  of  100 
feet.  By  this  fall  one  femur,  the  hones  of  both  arms,  those  of  one 
fore-arm,  the  frontal  bone  at  the  inner  margin  of  the  right  brow,  were 
fractured,  and  as  a  consequence  of  the  last  injury  total  blindness  of  the 
right  eye  ensued,  without  change  in  the  appearance  of  this  organ.  He 
remained  in  a  state  of  insensibility  for  six  weeks.  The  evidences  of  this 
complication  of  injuries  are  still  apparent  on  his  person. 

On  his  arrival  in  Charleston  he  was  sent  to  the  Marine  Hospital, 
where  he  remained  nearly  twelve  months — di-^charged  on  crutches — went 
to  Boston  and  entered  the  Hospital,  with  bones  ol"  right  arm  exfoliating 
— discharged  at  the  end  of  five  weeks — went  to  Dublin,  and  was  attack- 
ed with  typhus^  fever.  Abscesses  Ibrmed  in  itijured  thigh,  extending 
from  knee  to  hip-joint.  He  was  here  advised  to  have  the  limb  ampu- 
tated at  hip-joint — refused,  and  was  discharged  after  having  remained 
three  months.  Went  to  Liverpool,  whence  he  sailed  for  New  Orleans. 
Some  four  days  after  his  arrival,  the  thigh  being  painful,  he  entered  the 
Charity  Hospital  6th  June,  1848. 

The  above  history  is  necessarily  imperfect,  and  though  unimportant  to 
the  |)oint  to  be  illustrated,  is  a  curious  and  striking  example  of  extraor- 
dinary tenacity  of  life. 

The  femur  had  been  fractured  about  its  middle,  and  the  fragments 
had  so  united  as  to  produce  very  great  deformity — the  upper  fragment 
overlapped  the  lower  some  two  inches,  and  so  great  was  the  anterior  an- 
gular derangement,  that  when  the  patient  stood  up  on  the  sound  limb, 
the  knee  of  the  injured  leg  projected  forwards  and  outwards,  as  in  dis- 
location into  the  Ibramen  ovale,  and  the  heel  rested  on  the  sound  leg 
above  the  inner  ankle  4i  inches  from  the  floor. 

The  lad  was  very  anxious  to  have  the  deformity  corrected,  and  willing 
to  submit  to  any  operation  which  offered  a  chance  of  success. 

Dr.  Compton,  after  due  reflection  upon  all  the  circumstances,  decided 
upon  the  following  operation  : — He  made  an  incision  about  eight  inches 
]ong,  commencing  four  inches  above  the  projecting  angle  and  passing 
downwards  over  it  along  the  middle  line  of  the  thigh  in  front — the  pro- 
jecting end  of  the  upper  fragment  was  just  below  the  skin,  and  had 
caused  much  irritation— the  incision  was  carried  through  its  whole  length, 
directly  down  to  the  bone,  and  the  soft  parts  were  separated  from  it  on 
each  side.  The  Doctor  had  intended  to  divide  the  bone  at  the  point  of 
-linion  with  a  chain  saw,  but  the  deposition  of  callous  and  cartilaginous 
matter  was  so  great  as  to  render  it  difficult  to  use  this  instrument.  The 
soft  parts  were  therefore  drawn  aside,  and  the  projecting  end  of  the  upper 
fragment  of  the  femur  which  had  overlapped  the  lower  was  first  removed 
with  a  small  saw — a  common  amputating  saw  was  then  used,  till  the 
main  bone  was  more  than  half  divided,  and  the  division  was  then  com- 
pleted with  Hay's  saw. 

The  limb  was  then  brought  into  a  right  line,  and  dressed  with  Liston's 
splint  for  three  or  four  days,  when  it  was  placed  on  a  double  inclined 
plane,  on  which  it  remained  until  the  union  was  complete* 
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A  good  deal  of  inflamiiiation  and  suppuration  ensued,  and  continuen 
several  weeks.    The  extensive  suppuration  may  partly  be  atliil)uleG. 
the  exposure  of  the  cancellated  structure  of  the  hone,  where  the  project, 
end  of  the  upper  fragment  was  removed.    Such  local  and  general  trew. 
ment  was  employed  by  tlie  Doctor,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  symptoiDS' 
called  for,  and  a  gradual  amendment  of  all  the  symptoms  took  place. 

The  operation  has  now  been  performed  three  months,  and  tlie  patient 
is  up  on  crutches,  with  general  health  in  a  satisftictory  condition — the 
bones  are  firmly  united,  and  the  soft  parts  perfectly  sound.  The  limb, 
too,  is  perfectly  straight,  and  there  remains  a  shortening  of  not  more 
than  an  inch  and  a  half — which  may  be  easily  corrected  by  a  high- 
heeled  shoe. 

The  great  practical  value  of  this  case  must  be  apparent  to  every  sur- 
geon, and  Di-.  Compton  deserves  much  credit  for  both  the  conception  and 
execution  of  the  operation,  as  well  as  for  the  skill  and  tact  with  which  lie 
has  conducted  the  case,  of  so  much  complication,  to  a  successful  issue. 

New  Orleans  Medical  Journal, 


THE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL  AT  Vn:NNA. 

[Few  Introductory  Lectures,  we  venture  to  say,  have  been  delivered 
at  the  opening  of  the  present  lecture  term  in  our  various  medical  schools, 
abounding  in  matters  of  more  interest  to  professional  men,  than  the  one  by 
Prof.  Horner,  before  the  anatomical  class  of  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  17th  of  October.  He  had  but  just  returned  from  a  second 
visit  to  Europe ;  and  with  the  late  exciting  revolutionary  scenes  fresh  in 
his  memory  (having  been  in  Paris  during  the  June  insurrection),  and 
with  careful  notes  of  the  present  state  of  various  medical  institutions  in 
other  countries,  he  was  prepared  to  infuse  into  his  lecture  a  charm  which 
even  his  great  talents  and  experience  could  not  otherw^ise  have  given  it. 
We  have  copied  from  it,  below,  detached  portions  of  his  account  of  the 
royal  hospital  at  Vienna.] 

Among  the  European  capitals,  that  of  Austria  exhibits  some  of  the 
most  remarkable  arrangements  for  the  public  health  and  for  medical  in- 
struction. In  one  hospital  about  3000  patients  are  on  an  average  con- 
stantly attended  from  one  year  to  another.  Tliere  are  about  100  ad- 
missions daily,  about  85  dismissals,  and  from  12  to  20  deaths.  The  en- 
tire number  of  patients  received  in  a  year  amounts  to  about  36,000. 
About  1000  nurses  are  em[)loyed  for  the  sick,  besides  various  other  ap- 
pointments connected  with  the  administration  of  this  immense  establish- 
ment, which  is  called  the  Allgemeine  Krankenhaus,  or  the  Imperial 
Royal  General  Hospital.  It  owes  its  establishment  to  the  Emperor  Jo- 
seph 11.  in  1783,  who  suppressed  several  minor  institutions,  and  with  the 
funds  accruing  from  them  and  a  large  contribution  from  his  private  purse, 
erected  it,  in  one  of  the  suburbs  of  Vienna.  The  city  of  Vienna  itself 
is  small  but  elegantly  built,  contains  about  one  hundred  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, and  is  immediately  surrounded  by  high  and  imposing  fortifications. 
Beyond  them  is  an  extensive  belt  of  ground,  called  the  Glacis,  improved 
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hady  walks,  and  surrounding  the  city  ;  in  some  parts  it  is  half  a  mile 
lore  wide.  Beyond  this  again  are  the  suburbs,  thirty-four  in  number, 
h  an  aggregate  population  of  more  than  two  hundred  thousand.  The 
ty  is  the  residence  of  the  court,  the  aristocracy,  and  has  the  larger 
iiumber  of  remarkable  public  buildings  and  institutions.  In  the  suburbs 
reside  the  middle  classes,  the  manufacturers,  trades-people,  and  operatives 
generally.  The  glacis,  from  its  extent  and  circular  direction,  makes 
Vienna  one  of  the  most  picturesque  cities  in  the  world,  and  is  of  inesti- 
mable value  by  its  ready  access  from  every  point  of  the  city  and  of  the 
suburbs  ;  and  serves,  as  has  been  very  properly  remarked,  as  tfie  great 
lungs  or  breathing  place  of  the  numerous  population  within  and  around  it. 
It  is  also  a  place  for  the  military  exercise  of  the  garrison,  always  a  very 
large  one,  being  seldom  less  than  fifteen  thousand  men  of  regular  troops, 
besides  the  national  guards.  It  is  near  the  confines  of  this  glacis,  but 
beyond  it,  that  the  celebrated  hospital  exists,  which  has  within  its  own 
circuit  thirteen  large  squares  or  courts.  The  medical  staff  consists  of  one 
director,  one  vice-director,  twelve  principal  physicians,  twenty-four  assist- 
ant physicians,  and  a  large  number  of  internists  and  of  externists,  that  is, 
pupils  who  reside  either  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  hospital. 
With  the  exception  of  the  externists,  the  medical  staff  resides  within  the 
hospital  for  the  most  part.  Visits  are  paid  twice  a  day  by  the  principal 
physicians  with  their  assistants. 

The  director  is  at  the  head  of  the  establishment,  and  is  in  immediate 
connection  with  the  government.  He  therefore  receives  its  rescripts  or 
instructions,  sees  to  their  execution,  and  reports  the  conduct  of  all  officers 
and  servants,  being  assisted  in  his  duties  by  the  vice-director.  The 
hospital  is  divided  into  the  medical  and  surgical,  the  lying-in  institution, 
and  the  lunatic  asylum.  The  chief  or  principal  physicians  and  their 
assistants  have  their  duties  respectively  assigned  in  their  divisions,  and 
are  aided  by  the  internists  and  the  externists.  All  of  the  officers  in  this 
extensive  system  of  organization  are  paid  salaries,  besides  having  their 
apartments,  fire  and  lighting.  The  salaries  are,  however,  small,  the 
highest,  that  of  the  director,  being  short  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
that  of  the  principal  physicians  about  six  hundred  and  twenty  each. 

In  Vienna  the  course  of  medical  studies  is  regulated  by  the  government, 
as  in  fact  everything  else  is,  and  the  requisite  time  amounts  to  five  years. 
None  are  permitted  to  attend  the  lectures  on  medicine  but  such  as  have 
gone  through  a  suitable  course  of  literary  and  philosophical  studies,  and 
have  obtained  certificates  of  competency.  These,  of  course,  require 
several  years  of  training ;  that  accomplished,  the  student  enters  upon  his 
medical  studies  and  has  to  pursue  them  for  five  years.  Each  year  is 
divided  into  two  terms,  and  the  subjects  of  study  assigned  to  each  term 
in  its  place.  The  fourth  and  fifth  year  are  spent  in  directing  the  student's 
attention  to  practical  subjects,  and  in  making  him  familiar  with  the  treat- 
ment of  disease.  This  routine  is  obligatory  and  cannot  be  set  aside  at 
the  will  of  the  student. 

Within  the  provisions  connected  with  the  General  Hospital  alluded  to, 
there  is  an  arrangement  for  treating  the  diseases  of  the  Eyes,  and  for 
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Clinical  Instruction  thereon  ;  which  has  established  for  Vienna  the  r 
tation  of  being  the  first  school  in  Europe  for  Opiuhahxiic  Surgery, 
well,  in  fact,  that  this  branch  of  surgery  is  on  so  able  a  footing,  for  th; 
are  few  communities  where  the  powers  of  vision  seem  to  be  mOi 
frequently  assailed.  One  in  walking  along  the  streets  is  almost  at  once 
struck  with  the  great  number  of  individuals  who  wear  spectacles — with 
the  frequency  of  chronic  opacity  of  the  cornea — of  blindness  or  loss  of 
one  eye,  and  of  cross  sight.  In  a  group  of  ten  persons  collected  for  any 
purpose,  it  is  very  common  to  see  three  or  four  representing  the  conditions 
stated.  There  are  some  physical  causes  which  appear  to  contribute  to 
this  result ;  the  quantity  of  solar  light  is  very  great,  and  comes  with  a 
distressing  influence  which  I  frequently  felt ;  the  sky  is  often  absolutely 
cloudless  from  horizon  to  horizon,  and  attended  with  a  burning  heat  such 
as  we  experience  here  in  midsummer.  The  houses  are  built  of  a  light 
colored  stone  or  stuccoed  so  as  to  resemble  it ;  this  prevails  both  in  the 
city  and  in  the  suburbs,  and  the  quantity  of  light  in  the  atmosphere  is 
strongly  reflected  in  every  direction — the  paving  stones  are  also  of  a  light 
color.  But  as  Vienna  is  also  subject  to  long  droughts  like  our  own 
country,  great  quantities  of  fine  dust  are  formed  in  the  streets,  and  on  the 
avenues  of  the  glacis,  which  is  driven  about  in  every  direction  by  the 
strong  winds  raised  by  the  sweeping  current  of  the  Danube,  and  by  the 
beautiful  mountains,  which  erect  themselves  along  the  margin  of  its  valley. 
I  may  also  say  that  this  disposition  to  ophthalmic  disease  is  probably 
augmented  by  the  general  and  excessive  use  of  the  pipe  or  cigar.  Every 
body,  little  and  big,  smokes,  and  it  does  not  seem  to  be  merely  the 
occasional  use  of  the  indulgence,  but  with  some  it  is  almost  as  constant 
as  the  act  of  respiration  itself.  I  first  noticed  in  Heidelberg  what  I 
supposed  to  be  this  injurious  influence  of  smoking  on  the  eyes,  where  the 
proportion  of  diseased  ones  is  probably  greater  tlian  in  Vienna.  Being, 
however,  doubtful  of  the  accuracy  of  my  first  conclusions,  I  continued 
during  my  subsequent  travels  in  Germany  to  repeat  them,  and  with 
always  a  tendency  to  the  same  conviction  from  the  numerous  instances 
which  were  every  day  visible.  As  the  state  of  the  atmosphere  makes  so 
large  an  account  in  Vienna,  that  might  be  supposed  the  constantly 
instrumental  cause — but  a  similar  prevalence  of  ophthalmic  disease  exists 
in  other  German  cities,  where  the  atmosphere  is  not  so  objectionable. 
Moreover  the  frequent  deviations  of  the  face  from  the  straight  line,  as  the 
having  of  the  left  eyelid  drooping — the  left  corner  of  the  mouth  perma- 
nently drawn  up,  and  the  teeth  black,  decayed  and  tumbling  out  at  a  prema- 
ture age  ;  all  go  to  prove  conclusively  that  however  tobacco  may  be  smoked 
as  an  occasional  indulgence,  when  it  becomes  a  function  like  that  of 
respiration  and  almost  as  uniformly  exercised,  it  is  done  at  the  great 
expense  of  the  eyes,  the  lips,  the  teeth,  and  of  the  general  health.  As 
physiologists,  gendemen,  we  must  admit  tliese  facts,  though  I  may  allow 
that  they  are  not  very  favorable  to  conviviality  or  to  self-indulgence, 
except  under  proper  regulations. 

The  pathological  department  of  the  hospital  is  on  a  scale  both  unique 
and  remarkable.    The  number  of  deaths  averages,  1  have  mentioned, 
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/•n  twelve  to  twenty  diiily,  and  by  law  every  corpse  is  the  subject  of 
J.hological  examination.  The  body  being  brought  to  the  dead  house, 
^placed  upon  a  table  and  covered  with  a  black  cloth  ;  by  a  piece  of 
piechanisni,  the  body  is  in  connection  with  a  bell,  and  this  bell  rings 
upon  the  slightest  movement  of  the  body.  As  assistants  are  near,  they 
are  informed  by  the  tingling  of  the  bell,  should  there  be  any  returning 
animation.  This  caution  being  continued  for  forty-eight  hours,  the  post- 
mortem examination  is  then  performed.  The  actual  number  of  examina- 
tions is  not  equal  to  the  total  of  deaths,  but  the  aggregate  is  still  beyond 
anything  else  in  the  world,  and  amounts  now  to  about  three  thousand 
annually,  done  under  the  inspection  of  Dr.  Kochitansky,  and  by  his 
assistants,  this  being  the  special  service  with  which  the  celebrated  pro- 
fessor is  charged.  A  very  singular  point  is  that  the  Professor  is  neither 
a  prescriber  in  the  hospital,  nor  is  he  even  a  practising  physician.  From 
eight  to  ten  o'clock  every  morning  is  devoted  to  this  business.  There 
are  two  autopsic  rooms,  well  lighted  and  well  arranged.  Each  has  in  its 
middle  a  large  yellow  marble  table,  slightly  concave  towards  the  centre, 
like  a  superficial  tray  ;  with  gutters  or  radiated  channels  leading  to  the 
centre,  where  there  is  a  waste  pipe  to  carry  off  water,  blood,  and  any 
other  fluid.  The  table  is  wide  enough  to  receive  two  bodies  head  to 
foot.  One  assistant  makes  the  dissection  and  announces  its  character, 
while  another,  seated  at  a  rostrum  to  one  side,  records  the  statements. 
The  records  are  preserved  for  comparison  with  the  clinical  notes  taken 
in  regard  to  the  patient,  when  under  treatment.  As  in  both  instances 
persons  of  the  highest  acumen  and  skill  are  engaged,  it  may  be  readily 
concluded  how  near  such  a  proceeding  must  lead  to  an  exact  appreciation 
of  symptoms.  The  advantage  is  so  immense  that,  struck  with  it,  I 
inquired  whether  there  was  an  annual  summary  made  out  of  the  relation 
of  symptoms  to  pathological  appearances  ;  on  being  answered  in  the 
negative,  1  must  say  that,  notwithstanding  my  great  admiration  of  all  that 
I  witnessed,  I  felt  much  disappointment  at  the  omission.  Such  a  pub- 
lication, proceeding  from  such  a  source,  would  throw  into  the  shade  every 
thing  else  that  has  been  done  in  morbid  anatomy. 

While  speaking  of  this  great  and  interesting  school  of  pathology, 
I  must  notice  one  of  its  attaches,  who  is  truly  a  most  surprising  character 
in  his  way,  though  simply  a  waiting  man  in  the  dissecting  room.  His 
name  is  Anton  Dollney  ;  he  is  sixty-six  years  of  age,  short  of  stature, 
with  a  large  tumid  red  nose,  and  a  lively  cordial  turn  ;  his  manners  well 
formed,  as  those  of  the  Viennese  generally  are.  I  was  first  struck  with 
his  mode  of  handling  the  bodies  as  they  lay  upon  the  table:  it  was  done 
tenderly,  as  if  they  were  something  to  be  petted,  and  this  was  carried  out 
as  he  opened  the  head,  the  thorax,  and  the  abdomen,  to  get  them  ready 
for  Professor  Rochitansky.  I  also  observed  that  he  had  that  degree  of 
intelligence  on  the  subject,  that  he  could  often  tell  by  the  exterior  appear- 
ance of  a  subject,  and  by  the  touch,  what  was  going  to  be  found  by 
dissection.  After  this,  availing  myself  of  an  opportunity  to  make  his 
acquaintance,  he  frankly  told  his  personal  history :  which  was,  that  he 
had  been  twenty-three  years  in  this  dissecting  house,  that  he  had  kept  a 
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register  of  dissections  during  that  time — which  he  indeed  brought  out' 
exhibit — and  that  the  sum  of  them  to  the  end  of  the  last  year  was  for 
three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  seventy-nine.  It  is  probably  t 
greatest  amount  ever  witnessed  by  any  one  man. 

If  under  such  an  aggregate  of  cases  recorded  in  life  and  in  death,  a  ta- 
bular exposition  were  made  of  symptoms  during  life  with  pathological  con- 
ditions upon  death,  it  would  be  inestimable.  We  should  know  with  almost 
exact  certainty  what  degree  of  dependence  was  to  be  placed  upon  symp- 
toms as  a  guide  in  treatment.  That  they  are  sometimes  dormant,  and 
on  other  occasions,  extravagant  and  delusive,  every  experienced  practi- 
tioner knows. 
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Text  Book  of  Practical  Anatomy. — Such  is  the  value  of  anatomical  sci- 
ence, that  without  an  intimate  knowledge  of  it,  no  sure  progress  can  be 
made  in  medical  researches.  Much  of  the  hap-hazard  practice  of  these 
radical  days,  is  pursued  without  reference  to  the  structure  of  the  body  or 
the  laws  of  its  organization,  and  has  its  origin  in  the  lack  of  information 
upon  these  important  subjects.  It  is  now  an  age  of  manakins.  Women 
investigate  the  marvellous  machinery  of  the  human  body  in  the  delicate 
fabric  of  a  paper  man,  delighted  with  such  a  master-piece  of  organic  har- 
mony as  the  manufacturer  displays  with  artistical  skill  and  fidelity.  One 
can  hardly  call  in  question  the  utility  of  this  triumph  of  art,  without  hazard- 
ing his  popularity.  There  are  also  brigades  of  dainty-fingered  students, 
who  toil  with  singular  devotion  over  the  profound  intricacies  of  the  mana- 
kin  without  soiling  their  gloves — relieved  by  the  happy  invention  from  the 
drudgery  of  a  dissecting  room.  But  the  true  method  of  studying  nature 
in  this  department  of  her  works,  is  not  by  thus  contemplating  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  nerves,  the  ramifications  of  the  blood  vessels,  or  the  perplexing 
arrangement  of  the  muscles,  on  a  dry,  inflexible  model.  The  idea  of  being 
an  anatomist,  by  this  course  alone,  is  absolutely  preposterous,  and  the 
schools  ought  to  declare  that  they  recognize  no  such  flimsy  preparations. 
However  useful  such  aids  may  be  when  properly  used,  students  should  be- 
gin at  the  only  foundation,  osteology,  and  slowly  trace,  on  the  dead  body, 
the  connection  of  every  part,  from  point  to  point,  throughout  the  entire 
frame  ;  and  then,  and  not  before,  they  may  emphatically  be  said  to  have 
studied  anatomy.  Unfortunately  for  the  reputation  of  the  profession,  sm- 
dents  are  permitted  superficially  to  slip  over  too  much  ground.  In  large 
institutions,  where  several  hundred  students  are  collected,  they  are  not  all 
equally  well  provided  with  facilities  for  practical  anatomy — and  thus  too 
many  are  allowed  to  hobble  along  through  a  course  of  lectures,  by  doing 
most  of  their  dissection  in  a  book,  or  on  dry  preparations.  They  should 
certainly  use  the  knife  and  blow-pipe  in  the  broad  and  inviting  field  of 
comparative  anatomy,  against  which  no  repugnance  is  felt  in  any  commu- 
nity, if  they  never  proceed  further  ;  but  a  decided  familiarity  with  humaa 
anatomy  should  be  insisted  upon  in  every  medical  college  in  the  Union. 
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vVe  have  insensibly  been  led  to  the  foregoing  observations,  by  taking  up 
examination  a  portly  volume  of  720  good  sized  octavo  pages,  from  the 
,;ss  of  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood,  New  York,  under  the  title  of  "  A  Text-Book 
Practical  Anatomy,  by  Robert  Harrison,  M.D.,  &c.,  with  additions  by 
an  American  physician  ;  with  numerous  illustrations."  It  turns  out,  on 
investigation,  to  be  an  old  friend  with  a  new  name — being  nothing  more 
nor  less  than  the  Dubli7i  Dissector,  re-modelled  under  the  critical  supervi- 
sion of  Robert  Watts,  Jr.,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Anatomy  in  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
This  volume  bears  satisfactory  evidence  of  correctness  in  minute  details, 
a  point  of  the  utmost  consequence,  since  the  misnaming  or  misrepresenting 
the  locality  of  a  nerve  or  arterial  twig,  might  peril  the  life  of  some  one 
seeking  surgical  advice,  should  the  young  operator  happen  to  fall  upon  the 
error,  in  the  hurry  of  refreshing  his  memory  before  resorting  to  the  knife. 
More  plates  would  have  enhanced  the  value  of  this  excellent  guide.  Those 
introduced,  strike  one  as  being  rather  sparse  and  small  for  a  book  of  such 
respectable  dimensions  and  character.  As  this  well-tried  and  favorite  trea- 
tise is  probably  destined  to  pass  through  several  more  editions,  it  would 
add  to  the  profits  of  the  trade,  so  much  more  active  would  be  the  demand, 
to  introduce  a  dozen  or  two  of  elegant  lithographic  illustrations,  without 
leaving  out  any  of  the  old  marginal  set  already  on  hand. 


Professor  Shipmaii's  Valedictory. — As  sometimes  happens,  this  discourse, 
though  duly  received,  was  mislaid.  Within  the  last  week  it  came  to  light 
again,  much  to  our  gratification,  recalling  the  satisfaction  derived  from  the 
study  of  this,  as  well  as  of  whatever  else  comes  from  that  respectable 
source.  Dr.  Shipman  is  evidently  a  favorite  with  the  students  of  Indiana 
Medical  College,  from  the  kind  manner  they  addressed  him  on  the  occasion 
which  called  forth  this  able  and  appropriate  discourse.  In  taking  leave  of 
those  who  had  for  months  in  succession  been  profiling  by  the  results  of  his 
researches,  experience  and  genius,  it  was  fitting  that  he  should  close  with 
such  parental  admonitions  and  advice  as  would  keep  perpetually  alive  in 
their  minds  the  obligations  that  devolved  upon  them  in  the  professional 
responsibilities  they  were  about  to  assume.  No  point  was  left  untouched, 
that  could  impress  the  memory  with  the  whole  weight  of  their  duties,  nor 
was  there  any  concealment  of  the  reverses,  mortifying  trials,  disappoint- 
ments and  misfortunes  that  belong  to  the  early  efforts  of  a  new  beginner  in 
the  field  of  medical  practice.  In  whatever  position  they  may  find  them- 
selves, a  consciousness  of  having  exerted  the  powers  God  had  given  them, 
to  ameliorate  the  physical  sufferings  of  the  diseased,  would  cheer  their  way 
through  life,  and  strengthen  the  hope  of  happiness  in  eternity.  Finally, 
such  specimens  of  the  interest  of  the  faculty  of  a  school  towards  the  stu- 
dents as  is  exhibited  in  this  production,  have  an  excellent  influence,  not 
only  on  them,  but  on  the  general  public  also,  because  the  spirit  that  is 
breathed  in  such  sentiments  commands  general  respect. 


Progress  of  Medical  Literature. — Messrs.  S.  S.  &  William  Wood,  an 
active  publishing  house  in  New  York,  have  quite  recently  added  to  their 
great  stock  of  medical  publications,  several  new  and  splendid  works,  with 
highly  finished  illustrations,  besides  a  collection  of  French  authorities, 
which  every  surgeon,  at  least,  must  be  ambitious  to  possess,    A  commen" 
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dable  spirit  of  enterprise  is  manifested  by  the  book-selling  establishmen 
in  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Cincinnati  and  Boston,  in  spreading  before  tl 
profession  of  this  country  the  treasures  of  medical  literature. 


Brattleboro^  Documents  relating  to  Smallpox. — It  appears  that  cases 
smallpox,  or  varioloid,  occurred  at  Brattleboro',  Vt.,  some  weeks  since,  but 
it  was  decided  by  one  gentleman  not  to  be  that  disease.  A  newspaper  dis- 
cussion followed,  and  considerable  acrimony  of  feeling  exists  in  regard  to 
the  subject.  Vaccination  circumvented  the  sickness.  A  roll  of  papers  and 
statements  are  on  file,  relating  to  the  affair,  to  be  looked  after  by  and  by. 


Cholera  in  England. — The  total  number  of  cases  of  cholera  already  re- 
ported from  its  first  appearance,  has  now  reached  1039,  of  which  533  have 
proved  fatal,  and  331  are  still  under  treatment.  During  the  last  week,  the 
number  of  deaths  reported  in  the  metropolitan  districts  was  62 ;  and  we 
think,  judging  from  the  daily  reports  at  present,  that  the  number  this  week 
will  range  about  60,  although  the  daily  returns  since  Monday  show  a  de- 
cided improvement.  On  Monday,  the  metropolitan  cases  amounted  to  18, 
but  on  Tuesday  they  declined  to  six,  one  of  which  was  fatal ;  and  on 
Wednesday,  to  four,  but  three  of  which  were  fatal.  The  improved  state 
of  the  weather  may  have  conduced  to  this  result.  From  the  Provinces, 
the  daily  returns  appear  without  any  cases  reported.  In  Edinburgh,  the 
malady  still  prevails  to  some  extent, — the  new  cases  are  scarcely  ever 
under  twenty  daily  ;  the  deaths  are  from  five  to  ten  daily.  The  official 
returns  of  the  Registrar-General,  for  the  week  ending  the  11th  inst.,  only 
show  an  excess  of  eleven  above  the  average  weekly  returns  of  the  preced- 
ing five  years  within  the  bills  of  mortality.  [The  above  is  abridged  from 
the  latest  accounts  in  the  English  papers.] 


Boylston  Medical  Society. — The  annual  meeting  of  this  Society  was 
held  on  Monday  evening,  Nov.  27.  Ofiicers  for  the  ensuing  year  were 
chosen,  as  follows: — James  W.  Stone,  M.D.,  President;  William  Pitt, 
M.D.,  1^^  Vice  President;  Waldo  J.  Burnett,  2d  Vice  President ;  Edwin 
Leigh,  Librarian;  John  Le  Bosquet,  Secretary. 

Trustees. — John  Ware,  M.D.,  George  Hay  ward,  M.D.,  G.  C.  Shattuck, 
M.D.,  John  Homans,  M.D.,  Jacob  Bigelow,  M.D.,  John  B.  S.  Jackson, 
M.D.    Z.  B.  Adams,  M.D.,  Treasurer. 

Prize  Committee. — -Winslow  Lewis,  Jr.  M.D.,  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  M.D., 
Samuel  Parkman,  M.D.,  Charles  Gordon,  M.D.,  A.  A.  Gould,  M.D. 


Fasting  for  forty-three  Days  and  Jive  Hours. — The  following  remarka- 
ble case  is  furnished  in  a  letter  to  the  Editor,  from  Dr.  W.  V.  M.  Ed- 
mondson,  dated  East  New  Market,  Md.,  December  2,  1848. 

"  A  gentleman  in  this  vicinity — John  Stevens,  of  Luke — died  on  the 
25th  of  October,  aged  85  years  and  3  days  ;  having  eschewed  all  nourish- 
ment (except  air  and  water)  for  the  preceding  43  days  and  5  hours.  His 
bowels  were  moved,  for  the  first  twenty  days,  once  ;  the  next  fifteen  days, 
twice  ;  the  remaining  eight  days,  three  times.  He  was  indisposed  some 
ten  days  prior  to  the  period  referred  to.  He  was  sensible  to  the  last,  and 
died  without  a  struggle,    Habits  industrious,  frugal,  and  temperate." 
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Larvce  of  Flies  ejected  from  the  Stomach.  Mr.  Editor, — The  two  crea- 
res  enclosed  in  this  little  box  were  thrown  from  a  man's  stomach,  four 
'eeks  since,  in  the  act  of  vomiting.  The  man  is  represented  to  be  of 
middle  age,"  of  a  hardy,  robust  constitution,  and  in  his  ordinary  health. 
^Although  not  an  intemperate  man,  in  the  usual  acceptation  of  the  term, 
yet  he  occasionally  drank  a  little  spirit,  and  it  was  "  immediately  after 
drinking  a  tumbler  of  hot  gin  sling,"  that  he  was  taken  with  nausea  and 
vomiting,  and  threw  up  these  animals,  if  animals  they  be.  They  have 
been  kept  during  the  four  weeks  in  a  dry  pill-box  made  of  pasteboard,  and 
yet  one  of  them  is  still  alive  and  kicking.  I  have  transferred  them  to  an- 
other box,  and  protected  them  with  a  lock  of  moist  cotton  to  secure  them 
from  harm  on  their  way  to  Boston.  They  were  presented  me  by  Dr. 
Grant,  of  Ossipee,  a  member  of  our  Legislature  now  in  session  in  this 
town,  who  will  be  pleased  to  answer  any  inquiries  respecting  the  case.  If 
the  little  one  should  be  as  active  when  you  obtain  him  as  he  is  now,  I 
think  you  will  consider  him,  as  I  certainly  do,  a  queer  fish  to  be  derived 
from  such  a  source.  Very  respectfully. 

Concord,  N.  H.,  Dec.  Ath,  1848.  Tho.  Chadbourne. 

Immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  box  containing  the  larvae,  one  of  which 
was  alive,  we  called  on  Augustus  A.  Gould,  jM.D,,  the  distinguished  ento- 
mologist, for  his  opinion  in  regard  to  them — and  he  has  kindly  sent  us  the 
following  note. — Ed. 

Dear  Sir, — The  animals  you  left  with  me  are  larvae  of  a  large  fly 
[syrphus  which  live  in  the  water.  They  are  familiarly  called  rat-tailed 
worms.  The  rings  of  the  tail  are  constructed  to  push  out,  like  the  joints 
of  a  telescope,  so  as  to  reach  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  thus  accommo- 
date themselves  to  different  depths.  Through  this  tube  they  draw  in  air, 
and  the  end  is  protected  by  a  circlet  of  hairs  to  prevent  foreign  substances 
from  entering  the  tube.  Respectfully, 

Boston,  Dec.  6th,  1848.  Augustus  A.  Gould. 


Sixth  Anniversary  Dinner  of  the  New  York  Society  for  the  Relief  of 
Widoivs  and  Orphans  of  Medical  Men. — This  annual  festivity  came  off' at 
the  Astor  House  on  Monday  evening,  Nov.  13 — 150  members  of  the  pro- 
fession were  present.  Several  life-members  have,  during  the  past  year, 
been  added,  and  the  sum  of  $6,000  is  in  the  treasury,  well  invested  in 
city  stocks,  bonds  and  mortgages.  Only  one  of  the  members  has  died 
during  the  year.  Dr.  John  Stearns.  Dr.  Abram  Du  Bois,  Chairman  of 
the  Board  of  Stewards,  read  letters  from  Drs.  Silliman  and  Knight,  of 
New  Haven;  Drs.  Bigelow  and  Jackson,  of  Boston;  Drs.  Romeyn  Beck 
and  Wing,  of  Albany;  Dr.  Roberts,  of  Baltimore;  and  Drs.  Isaac  Hays 
and  Samuel  Jackson,  of  Philadelphia,  apologizing  for  their  non-acceptance 
of  invitations.  The  letter  of  Dr.  Samuel  Jackson  contained  a  check  for 
$25,  and  the  sum  of  $50  was  sent  by  an  unknown  donor. 


TJnsuccessfvl  attempt  at  Poisoning  with  Pounded  Glass.  By  W.  K. 
Bow^LiNG,  M.D.,  of  Adairville,  Ohio. — Mrs.  C,  of  this  village,  in  her  atten- 
tions to  her  child,  about  9  months  of  age,  after  a  discharge  from  its  bowels, 
discovered  some  particles  of  glass  adhering  to  its  nates.  Becoming  alarmed, 
she  sent  for  my  partner.  Dr.  Poor,  who,  upon  his  arrival,  had  the  feces 
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washed,  and  procured  nnore  than  a  teaspoonful  of  powdered  glass.  I 
gave  the  child  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  and  superintended  in  person  the  was. 
ing  of  the  discharges  as  long  as  any  glass  was  found  in  ihenri,  and  pr 
cured  by  weight  eighty  grains  !    The  glass  had  been  irregularly  powder 
ed,  and  exhibited  fragments  of  every  size  from  a  grain  of  wheat  to  the 
finest  sand.    The  child  shewed  not  the  slightest  indisposition,  and  remains 
perfectly  well  up  to  the  present  time  (five  days  since  the  last  glass  was 
discharged).    I  have  thought  this  case  worthy  of  preservation  for  two  rea- 
sons : —  1st.  Because  physicians  rarely  have  an  opportunity  of  witnessing 
the  effect  of  pulverized  glass  upon  the  gastro-inteslinal  mucous  membrane 
of  man.    2d.  Because  the  case  appears  to  demonstrate  that  this  substance 
does  not  exercise  any  deleterious  influence.  —  West  Jour,  of  Med.  and  Sur. 


Remedies  for  Corns. — Dr.  John  Travis,  of  Tennessee,  requests  us,  in  a 
late  communication,  to  call  the  attention  of  practitioners  to  the  efficacy  of 
red  wafers  as  a  remedy  for  corns.  He  slates  that  he  has  found  them  to 
effect  a  cure  when  applied  for  a  length  of  time.  Another  medical  friend 
in  Tennessee  informs  us  that  he  has  succeeded  in  removing  these  trouble- 
some and  painful  excrescences  from  the  toes  by  the  application,  duly  perse- 
vered in,  of  the  comn^on  adhesive  plaster.  The  remedies  are  simple,  and 
from  the  authority  on  which  they  come  to  us,  we  would  recommend  a 
trial  of  them. — Ibid. 


Inflitence  of  Quackery  on  Mortality . — Dr.  Cartwright,  in  his  recent  sta- 
tistical inquiries  made  on  the  influence  of  empiricisii>  on  the  public  mortality 
of  Natchez  for  the  last  sixteen  years,  has  clearly  and  fairly  demonstrated 
*'  that  the  prevalence  of  quackery  has  been  more  fatal,  nearly  two  to  one, 
than  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever,  cholera,  measles,  hooping  cough, 
smallpox,  and  all  other  diseases  put  together." — JV.  York  Journal  of  Med. 


Am.ericoni  Medical  Association. — The  Secretaries  of  the  American 
Medical  Association  request  that  all  societies  and  other  institutions  autho- 
rized to  appoint  delegates,  send  correct  lists  of  those  chosen  to  attetid  the 
next  annual  meeting,  to  Dr.  Henry  I.  Bowditch,  Boston,  on  or  before  the 
1st  of  April,  1849.  A  resolution  adopted  in  Baltimore,  directs  that  a 
copy  of  the  Transactions  should  be  sent  to  such  members  only  as  shall 
have  paid  the  annual  assessment  for  the  present  year  ($3).  Those  mem- 
bers paying  to  the  Treasurer  $5  are  entitled  to  three  copies.  Medical  so- 
cieties which  have  been  represented  in  the  Association  will  be  furnished 
with  copies  on  the  same  terms.    All  others,  at  $2 — Medical  "News. 


Married, — Albigence  Pierce,  M.D.,  of  Stanford,  Vt.,  to  Miss  C.  E,  Bryant. — At  Dane^ 
Wisconsin,  D.  B,  Bradley,  M.D.,  to  Miss  S.  Blackly. 

Died, — At  Royalston,  Dr.  Josiah  Batchelder,  78. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Dec.  9th,  63. — INlales,  29 — females,  34.— 
Stillborn,  5.  Of  consumption,  7 — typhus  ("ever.  3 — scarlet  fever,  11 — lung  fever,  8 — infantile,  6 
— throat  distemper,  1 — convulsions,  4 — hemorrhage,  1 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3— 
croup,  G — delirium  tremens,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2 — disease  of  the  liver,  1 — abscess,  \ 
—hooping  cough,  1 — cancer,  1 — old  age,  1 — |)aralysis,  1 — cholera  infantum,  1 — dysentery,  1. 

Un<ier  5  years,  32 — between  .5  aiio  20  years,  12— -between  20  and  40  years,  10 — beiweeu  40 
&ud  GO  years,  5 — over  60  years.  4- 
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Medical  Miscellany. —  A  lady  at  Medina,  N.  Y.,  while  ridin;^,  called  at  an  apolhonary's 
;io|)  tor  inorpliiufi,  t<t  relieve  tooiliache.  The  hoy  in  attendance  crave  her  strychnine, 
[vhich  caused  hi-r  death  imrnedialel y. — \)r.  Divine,  of  I'leasant  Valley,  N.  Y.,  who  was 
rried  for  murder  and  aj^ain  remanded  to  jail,  on  account  of  the  jury  being  unable  to 
agree,  <  ommitlefl  suicide  on  Sunday  mornin<^,  by  cutting  his  throat  with  a  lancet. — Two 
pliysicians  are  in  prison  at  Havana,  for  speaking  fivorably  of  annexing  Cuba  to  the 
United  Slates. — Dr.  Wilbur,  a  practitioner  in  Barre,  Mass.,  has  opened  an  institution 
for  the  moral  and  physical  culture  of  idiots.  His  success  is  represented  to  be  surpris- 
ing wiih  that  unfortunate  class  of  beings. — A  boy,  fourteen  years  of  age,  died  of  hy- 
drophobia at  Y(»rl\vdle,  recently.  Chlor(»tbrm  relieved  the  spasrns,  but  death  ensued. 
He  was  bitteti  two  motitlis  before,  and  died  the  second  day  after  the  disease  was  mani- 
fested —  Week  befire  last.  Dr.  Lewis,  of  Boston,  amputated  at  the  shoulder  joint,  being 
the  sixth  wiihio  eight  years — and  all  were  required  in  consequence  of  accidents — Dr. 
H.  II.  Borrouglis'  is  the  candidate  for  the  mayoralty  in  Savannah,  Geo.,  and  Dr.  John 
W.Graves,  in  Lowell,  Mass. — A  few  cases  of  smallpox  have  sliown  themselves  at 
White  Hall,  N.  Y.,  together  with  a  wide  spread  influenza. — Amputation  at  the  shoulder 
joint  was  performed  a  few  days  since,  upon  Mrs.  Church,  of  BecUet,  in  Berkshire  coun- 
ty, while  under  the  itifluence  of  chloroform,  by  Dr.  James  M.  Smith,  of  Springfield. 
The  operation,  wfiich  was  perfectly  successful,  was  rendered  necessary  by  a  malignant 
tumor,  which  weighed  from  1!)  to  20  pounds. — Dr.  J.R.Robinson,  of  Charleslown, 
Mass.,  has  invented  a  p(;ssary,  which  meets  the  decided  approval  of  the  profession,  be- 
yond any  instrument  of  the  kind  now  in  use.  It  is  n)ade  of  gutia  percha,  and  admi- 
rable in  all  respects.  He  will  soon  have  tliem  for  sale. — The  Mayor  of  New  York 
gives  public  notice,  on  the  authority  of  the  health  otfioer,  that  the  disease  on  board  the 
ship  New  York,  lately  arrived  there  from  Europe,  resembles  Asiatic  Cholera  in  all  its 
symptoms;  but  that  no  case  of  the  disease  has  occurred  amon<:  the  cabin  passengers, 
and  that  none  of  the  crew  had  been  attacked. —  A  State  Asylum  for  the  Insane  lias 
been  erected  at  Jackson,  Louisiana.  The  building  is  said  to  be  well  designed  and 
pleasantly  situated  for  the  object.  The  institution  is  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  William 
H.  Selby. — A  pale  ink  has  lately  been  made  in  France,  into  which  iodine  enters;  this 
ink  entirely  disappears  after  a  few  days,  without  leaving  a  trace.  It  is  said  that  several 
persons  have  been  swindled  by  accepting  documents  written  with  it. 

J.  P.  MAYNARD'S  LIQUID  ADHESIVE  PLASTER,  OR  COTTON  SOLUTION. 
A  NEW  and  elegant  substitute  for  Plaster  Cloth,  Sutures,  Bandages,  &c.,  in  surgical  operations.    It  ia 
also  much  preferal)le  to  Court  Plaster  and  Gold  Beater's  Skin,  being  nearly  the  color  of  the  skin,  adhe- 
ring more  closely  to  it,  and  continuing  pliable  and  unaffected  by  washing. 

This  article,  originally  applied  to  Surgery  by  J.  P.  Maynard,  has  been  found  by  all  Surgeons  who 
have  tested  it,  far  superior  and  more  convenient  than  any  former  means  of  dressing  Incised  Womids. 
For  Burns,  Sore  Nipples,  and  all  excoriated  surfaces,  it  has  proved  extremely  ellicacious.  It  is  not 
acted  upon  by  water,  and  adheres  with  almost  incredible  tenacity  to  the  skin,  keeping  the  edges  of  the 
wound  closely  together,  and  causing  it  to  heal  with  hardly  a  perceptible  scar. 

Prepared  after  tlie  formula  of  J.  P.  Maynard,  by  MAYNARU  «fc  NOYES,  and  for  sale  by  them  at 
No.  11  Merchant's  Row.  apr.  26— eptf 

BENEFITS  IN  SICKNESS. 
The  Massachusetts  Health  Insurance  Co.,  established  in  Boston,  will  contract  to  insure  males 
between  the  aires  of  16  and  65 — allowances  of  $4,  $6  or  $8  per  week  during  sickness  for  any  term 
from  one  to  tive  years.   Premiums  payable  annually.    Office  in  Museum  Bnihiing,  Trtwont  street. 

A.  L. Stimson,  5ecrefa'-y.  THOMAS  TARBELL,  Presidenf. 

Dr.  (>  H.  Lyman,  Consulting  Physician.  S29 — tf 

INFIRMARY  FOR  THE  CURE  OF  HERNIA  AND  ANALOGOUS  DISEASES. 
The  undersigned  will  continue  to  treat  and  effect  a  speedy  cure  of  Hernia  or  Rupture,  Varicocele, 
&c.,  by  his  new  method  of  operation,  under  almost  every  variety  of  tnrm  in  which  they  are  present- 
ed to  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  without  the  use  of  trusses  or  suspensories.  Irreducible  hernia  of 
long  ."^lauding  made  reducible,  and  a  cure  accomplished  in  most  cases.  Patients  from  the  country 
are  intonned  ihni  addirional  private  accommodations  have  been  recently  secured  for  their  conveni- 
ence and  comfort  while  under  treatmenl. 
Applications  must  be  made  at  No.  9  Winter  Street,  or  No  2  Exeter  Place,  Boston. 

April?— eoptf  G.  HEATON.  M.D. 

SCHAUFFLER  &  LEUKHARDT— 364  Washington  Street, 

Manufacturers  of  Stethoscopes  of  every  description.  Inhaling  Tubes  of  different  patterns,  Probangs, 
and  other  kinds  of  Instruments,  and  handles  of  wood  and  ivory,  which  belong  to  the  Physician's  and 
Dentists'  profession.  In  regard  to  the  tinish,  style  and  price,  they  hope  to  give  full  satisfaction  to  all 
who  give  them  a  call.    All  repairings  done  promptly  and  neatly.  Sep.  27 — 13t. 

VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  Stales,  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccinb 
Virus  by  return  of  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  en- 
closing one  dollar, post  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  tht;  office,  F^li.  8i 
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PARKES  ON  THE  TREATMENT  OF  CHOLERA. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  send  for  your  Journal  a  chapter  on  the  treatment  of  cholera, 
which  I  have  taken  from  an  admirable  treatise,  entitled — "  Researches 
into  the  Pathology  and  Treatment  of  the  Asiatic  or  Algide  Cholera,  by 
E.  A.  Parkes,  M.D.,  Lond.,"  published  in  London  in  1847. 

The  treatise  is  based  on  observations  carefully  made  and  recorded 
by  the  author,  during  two  severe  epidemics  in  India  in  1843  and  1845. 
The  chapter  on  treatment  has  the  advantage  of  being  free  from  preju- 
dices, and  evidently  the  work  of  an  honest  man.    It  will  speak  for  itself. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Boston,  Dec.  11,  1848.  Wm.  Henry  Thayer. 

TREATMENT  OF  CHOLERA. 

The  great  difficulty  in  the  treatment  of  cholera,  and  the  cause  of  the 
contradictory  and  opposing  statements  which  have  been  made  respect- 
ing the  value  of  particular  medicines,  is  to  be  found  in  the  peculiar  ac- 
tion of  the  choleraic  poison.  This  action,  by  arresting  the  circulation,  and 
thereby  rendering  absorption  difficult,  opposes  itself  to  the  common  me- 
thod of  administering  remedies.  After  a  certain  period  of  the  disease, 
medicines  remain  in  the  stomach,  and  do  not  pass  into  the  circulation,  or 
do  so  with  great  difficulty  and  slowness.  At  least  this  is  to  be  inferred, 
both  from  the  circumstance  that  in  the  advanced  stage,  calomel,  acetate 
of  lead,  creosote,  opium,  turpentine,  &;c.,  have  been  found  in  the  sto- 
mach hours  after  they  have  been  taken,  and  that  fluids  taken  to  appease 
thirst,  remain  in  and  distend  the  stomach,  if  they  are  not  vomited,  and 
also  from  the  evident  languor  and  delay  of  the  circulation — states  which 
are  considered  unfavorable  for  absorption. 

The  treatment  of  algide  cholera  naturally,  therefore,  divides  itself 
into  two  parts,  according  as  it  is  applied  in  the  earlier  period,  while  cir- 
culation still  goes  on  with  sufficient  vigor  to  allow  of  absorption,  and 
according  as  it  is  used  after  this  period,  when,  from  the  arrest  of  the  cir- 
culation, absorption  is  prevented,  and  it  becomes  useless  to  pour  drugs 
into  the  stomach. 

It  is  tolerably  evident,  that  for  practical  purposes  there  are  two  as- 
pects under  which  every  case  of  cholera,  except  the  most  malignant, 
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must  be  viewed.  These  different  points  of  view  refer — 1st,  to  the  wa- 
tery exhalation  ;  and  2d,  to  the  deeper  changes  in  the  proteine  consti- 
tuents, as  opposed  to  each  other.  Therefore,  in  the  treatment  of  most 
cases  of  cholera,  two  indications  have  been  generally  followed  ;  and 
remedies  have  been  given  either  for  the  purpose  of  arresting  the  watery 
purging,  or  of  acting  directly  upon  the  latent  changes  in  the  blood  which 
constitute  the  essence  of  the  disease. 

Many  of  the  apparent  contradictions  in  the  modes  of  treatment  re- 
commended by  authors,  are  readily  explained  when  the  pathology  of  the 
disease  is  remembered.  Thus  astringents  have  been  found  highly  useful 
by  those  who  have  witnessed  chiefly  the  slighter  forms,  in  which  the 
changes  in  the  fibrine  are  moderate  in  intensity,  and  capable  of  gradual 
reparation  when  the  exhalation  is  arrested.  Emetics  and  purgatives 
have  been  extolled  by  other  observers,  who  have  encountered  the  se- 
verest types,  and  who,  recognizing  the  comparatively  slight  character 
of  the  cases  with  great  purging,  believed  that  the  chief  indication  was 
to  bring  on  this  symptom  in  the  cases  under  their  treatment. 

It  may,  I  think,  be  satisfactorily  proved,  that  the  arrest  of  the  watery 
elimination,  in  the  cases  of  inferior  intensity,  is  attended,  on  the  whole, 
by  positive  and  undeniable  benefit.  This  is  most  unequivocally  shown 
by  observing  the  progress  of  cases  left  altogether  to  nature.  The  earlier 
writers  in  the  Bombay  and  Madras  Reports,  state,  as  an  invariable  rule, 
that  the  vast  majority  of  untreated  cases  died.  In  1843,  I  witnessed 
several  cases  in  Hindoos  who  absolutely  refused  to  take  medicine :  in 
these  instances,  cases,  which  as  far  as  could  be  know,  otherwise  offered 
fair  chances  of  recovery,  proved  rapidly  fatal  ;  and  it  appeared  to  me, 
that  the  unchecked  watery  purging,  as  might  have  been  anticipated,  pre- 
disposed to  those  further  more  important  changes  in  the  blood,  which  the 
choleraic  poison  had  not  been  sufficiently  powerful  or  intense  to  produce 
at  once.  If  the  watery  purging  had  then  been  stopped,  these  further 
changes  might  not  have  proceeded  to  their  full  extent,  but  might  have 
occurred  in  a  lesser  degree,  and  have  been  divested  of  their  fatal  and 
uncontrollable  character.  This  inference  is  corroborated  by  watching 
the  method  of  cure  in  Europeans  actively  treated  ;  in  these  cases  it  is 
invariably  found  that  remedies  have  partially  or  altogether  arrested  the 
purging.  Coincident  with  this,  the  changes  in  the  proteine  constituents 
have  become  stationary  for  a  variable  time,  and  have  then  slowly  repair- 
ed themselves.  The  opinion  held  by  some  writers,  that  the  vomiting  and 
purging  are  salutary  evacuations,  is  doubtless  erroneous,  and  arises  simply, 
as  already  stated,  from  the  fact  that  the  supervention  of  these  symp- 
toms in  the  severer  cases  is  a  favorable  circumstance,  as  arguing  renewed 
activity  of  circulation. 

I  am  far  from  intending  to  assert,  however,  that  the  arrest  of  the  wa- 
tery purging  is  synonymous  with  the  cure  of  cholera  ;  this  is  unfortu- 
nately contradicted  by  daily  experience.  Every  one  must  have  seen 
cases  in  which  the  purging  was  arrested  with  comparative  ease,  and  yet 
the  fatal  algide  symptoms  were  not  in  the  least  affected  thereby.  I 
merely  assert,  that  observation  will  prove  that  nature  may  be  assisted  in 
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restraining  or  in  repairing  the  primary  changes  in  the  blood,  by  removing 
those  earlier,  slighter,  and  non-essential  symptoms,  which  appear  to  have 
so  much  influence,  in  certain  cases,  in  inducing,  or  in  increasing,  the  es- 
sential and  fundamental  alterations. 

But  if  the  medical  art  has  been  of  decided  benefit,  when  employed 
according  to  this  indication,  it  must  be  confessed  that  it  has  hitherto 
failed  to  accomplish  the  other  more  important  indication,  of  arresting  or 
controlling  the  essential  alterations  in  the  blood.  No  medicine  has  yet 
been  found  which  can  counteract  the  changes  in  the  fibrine,  and  nullify 
the  first  effect  of  the  choleraic  virus  in  the  blood.  The  antidote  to  this 
tremendous  poison  has  not  yet  been  discovered,  and  the  resources  of 
modern  European  science,  have  indeed,  it  appears  to  me,  in  many  cases 
proved  hurtful.  The  attempt  to  cut  short  the  disease,  and  to  rouse  the 
system  from  a  state  erroneously  compared  to  debility  and  to  exhaustion, 
has  certainly  often  accelerated  the  progress  of  cholera.  It  is  a  most  im- 
portant practical  point,  that  cholera  runs  a  certain  course:  when  the  alglde 
symptoms  have  once  shown  themselves,  a  case  cannot  be  cut  short. 
Even  in  the  mildest  forms,  warmth  does  not  return  altogether  for  a  long 
time  ;  but  when  the  disease  has  reached  its  acme,  the  patient  is  inva- 
riably seen  to  remain  for  some  hours  in  a  peculiar  state,  during  which 
nature  seems  to  be  gradually  repairing  the  injury  which  has  been  done. 
Therefore,  when  a  person  is  cold  and  almost  pulseless,  with  a  heart  em- 
barrassed, and  a  respiration  nearly  arrested,  the  attempt  violently  to  rouse 
him  from  this  state  by  strong  stimulants,  by  warmth  to  the  surface,  by 
continued  frictions,  or  by  measures  of  a  like  kind,  seems  to  me  to  be 
founded  altogether  on  a  misapprehension.  Before  the  delicate  machinery 
of  circulation  and  respiration  can  again  play,  hours  must  elapse ;  if 
medicine  could  only  keep  the  patient  alive  for  these  few  hours,  all  would 
be  done  that  art  can  ever  do.  If  respiration  could  be  maintained — not 
the  mere  mechanical  act  of  breathing  in  and  out,  but  the  chemical  pro- 
cess in  sufficient  integrity  to  allow  the  blood  to  circulate  through  the  ca- 
pillaries of  the  lungs — nature  would  gradually  bring  about  the  cure. 
This  is  the  great  problem  which  medicine  has  to  acccomplish,  and 
which,  next  to  the  discovery  of  some  actual  antidote  to  the  poison  itself, 
appears  to  be  the  most  ready  method  of  accomplishing  the  cure  of 
cholera. 

The  treatment  of  cholera,  therefore,  naturally  divides  itself  into  two  pe- 
riods, each  having  a  double  signification.  In  the  first  period,  absorption  is 
possible,  and  serosity  is  eliminated.  In  the  second  period,  absorption  is, 
to  a  greater  or  less  degree,  arrested,  and  there  is  comparatively  little 
purging.  A  certain  number  of  cases  of  the  greatest  degree  of  severity 
will  present  themselves  only  during  this  second  period,  and  these  are  the 
cases  which  are  almost  inevitably  fatal. 

I. — Treatment  of  a  Case  of  Cholera  in  the  first  Period,  while  Ab- 
sorption is  possible. 

The  great  indication  in  this  period  is  to  prevent  the  passage  of  fluid 
from  the  alimentary  mucous  membrane  and  from  tlie  skin. 

The  two  grand  measures,  which,  in  my  cases,  seemed  best  to  arrest 
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the  watery  purging  and  the  sweating,  were  bloodletting  and  astringents. 
In  addition,  a  strong  stimulus  at  the  very  commencement  of  this  stage 
was  certainly  found  to  be  occasionally  useful. 

Bloodletting  was  strongly  recommended  by  several  of  the  early  report- 
ers in  India.  Annesley,  also,  esteemed  it  so  highly,  that  he  calls  it  "  the 
sheet  anchor."  Twining,  who  saw  a  much  more  severe  variety  of  cholera 
than  Annesley,  found  it  comparatively  useless. 

On  looking  over  my  cases,  I  find  it  impossible  to  give  any  numerical 
statement  which  shall  convey  a  just  idea  of  the  value  of  bloodletting. 
I  have  seen  24  adult  male  Europeans  bled  freely,  and  of  these  only  5 
died :  but  then  these  24  were  all  slight  cases — many  of  them  were  ad- 
mitted in  an  early  stage,  and  they  were  all  subjected  to  active  treatment 
of  other  kinds.  I  have  seen  56  adult  male  Europeans  not  bled,  and 
of  these  40  died  ;  but  then  these  were  all  severe  cases,  many  of  them 
were  in  reality  dead  when  they  entered  the  Hospital,  and  it  would  be 
in  the  highest  degree  unphilosophical  to  attribute  their  deaths  to  the 
want  of  bleeding.  I  never  saw  any  Asiatic  bled,  and  yet  the  mortahty 
was  certainly  not  greater  than  among  the  Europeans.  The  numerical 
method  cannot  be  applied  to  the  treatment  of  a  disease  like  the  cholera, 
which  runs  so  rapid  a  course,  while  it  is  treated  by  such  a  variety  of 
remedies.  I  shall,  therefore,  not  attempt  it  in  any  case,  but  shall  merely 
give  the  general  results  of  my  observation,  which,  if  it  be  confessedly  a 
loose  and  inaccurate  method,  is  not  so  likely  on  the  present  occasion  to 
lead  to  erroneous  conclusions. 

The  benefit  resulting  from  bloodletting  was  generally  more  marked 
according  as  the  disease  was  in  its  earlier  stage,  and  according  as  it  tend- 
ed towards  the  several  varieties  of  pseudo-cholera.  In  these  latter  cases, 
the  employment  of  bloodletting  was  sometimes  followed  by  very  striking 
results,  particularly  in  those  cases  attended  by  a  full  pulse,  and  severe 
general  spasms.  For  example,  I  saw  a  stout  European  soldier  one  hour 
after  admission  into  Hospital :  he  was  violently  purged  and  vomited,  and 
was  laboring  under  the  most  severe  and  frightful  spasms.  They  were 
general  and  quite  tetanic  in  character ;  the  pulse  was  hard  and  sharp  ; 
the  skin  warm.  He  had  been  treated  with  calomel  and  opium  without 
benefit.  I  immediately  opened  a  vein,  and  took  away  40  ounces  of 
blood  before  the  spasms  ceased.  I  then  gave  him  tinct.  opii,  5j.,and  re- 
peated it  in  an  hour.  The  pulse  immediately  after  the  bleeding  became 
fuller  and  less  resisting  ;  the  vomiting,  purging  and  spasms  ceased,  a  gen- 
tle perspiration  appeared  on  the  skin,  and  he  recovered  without  another 
symptom  of  any  kind.  It  was  the  most  striking  instance  I  ever  saw  of 
pseudo-cholera  being  cut  short.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  it  was 
the  successful  treatment  of  cases  of  this  kind  which  led  Corbyn  to  at- 
tach so  high  a  value  to  his  plan  of  bleeding,  followed  by  large  doses  of 
calomel,  opium  and  oil  of  peppermint. 

Sometimes,  in  the  early  stage  of  cholera,  the  blood  became  lighter  in 
color  as  it  flowed,  so  that  in  addition  to  arresting  the  purging,  bloodlet- 
ting has  probably  some  effect  in  relieving  the  oppressed  heart  and  lungs. 

I  do  not  know  how  to  account  for  the  efficacy  of  bloodletting,  unless 
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it  relieves  congestion  to  some  extent,  and  also  produces  a  beneficial 
effect  by  removing  a  portion  of  the  vitiated  circulating  fluid. 

Of  all  the  astringents  which  have  been  used  in  cholera,  none  has 
appeared  to  me  so  efficacious  as  the  one  recommended  by  Dr.  Graves, 
viz.,  the  acetate  of  lead.  It  is  true  that  it  did  not  arrest  the  purging  in 
all  cases,  but  it  possessed  this  great  advantage,  that  in  the  form  of  pill 
with  opium,  it  did  not  seem  to  increase  the  irritability  of  the  stomach, 
but  rather  to  allay  it.  I  used  to  give  two  or  three  grains  with  a  quarter 
of  a  grain  of  opium,  every  half  hour  for  the  first  two  or  three  hours, 
and  then  every  hour  for  a  variable  period  according  to  the  intensity 
of  the  case.  It  was  often  found  that  the  vomiting  first  ceased,  and  then 
the  purging  ;  the  algide  symptoms  were  of  course  unaltered,  but,  as 
already  said,  no  remedy  yet  known  possesses  any  influence  over  them, 
and  it  is  the  best  way  to  leave  them  altogether  to  themselves,  and  take 
the  chance  of  their  not  advancing  to  their  full  extent.  The  only  bad 
effect  I  ever  noticed  after  the  employment  of  these  large  doses  of  lead, 
was  subacute  gastritis  ;  but  this  is  a  comparatively  trifling  affair,  and  can 
generally  be  overcome  by  relays  of  leeches  to  the  epigastrium  during  the 
period  of  re-action. 

The  sulphate  of  copper  and  of  zinc  seem  also  occasionally  to  restrain 
the  purging  ;  but  these  remedies  are  not  so  readily  borne  by  the  stomach, 
and  are  therefore  inferior  in  practical  value  to  the  acetate  of  lead. 

Small  doses  of  calomel  and  opium  seemed  sometimes  to  stop  the  purg- 
ing, and  whenever  I  found  these  remedies  undoubtedly  serviceable,  it 
was  by  theii*  action  in  this  way  ;  calomel  at  other  times  seemed  not  to 
do  good,  and  even  to  do  harm. 

Many  other  astringents,  as  kino,  catechu,  alum  with  hemp,  opium  and 
camphor,  chalk,  &lc.,  were  sometimes  useful. 

The  acetate  of  lead,  or  the  other  astringents,  often  arrested  the  vomit- 
ing as  well  as  the  purging;  but  in  addition  I  have  seen  innumerable 
plans  tried  to  mitigate  this  distressing  symptom.  Mustard  poultices  to 
the  epigastrium,  small  doses  of  opium,  creosote,  musk,  or  trisnitrate  of 
bismuth,  were  the  measures  I  found  most  useful. 

The  cramps  which  attend  this  period  were  relieved  most  readily  by 
friction  with  opium,  turpentine,  or  olive  oil  and  ammonia  :  warm  fomenta- 
tions were  also  occasionally  useful. 

It  is  of  course  understood,  that  the  acetate  of  lead  and  all  other 
remedies  will  occasionally  prove  quite  useless,  and  fail  altogether  to  arrest 
the  vomiting  and  purging :  other  remedies  must  then  be  tried,  but  I  need 
not  occupy  space  by  enumerating  these  ;  they  have  been  fully  discussed 
by  several  standing  authors. 

The  second  indication  during  this  period  is  to  counteract  the  deeper 
and  more  important  changes  in  the  blood. 

The  list  of  remedies  which  have  been  used  in  cholera  with  this  indi- 
cation, comprises  all  the  stronger  medicines  known  to  physicians  at  the 
present  day,  and,  as  it  appears  to  me,  no  one  medicine  has  been  found 
more  uniformly  efficacious  than  another.  The  occasional  mildness  of  an 
epidemic,  or  the  use  of  a  medicine  towards  the  clo§e,  when  the  cases  are 
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less  severe,  have  indeed  conferred  a  temporary  repute  on  certain  reme- 
dies, but  the  next  epidemic  has  invariably  shown  the  boasted  specific 
to  be  in  reality  as  useless  as  any  other,  in  the  long  array  of  medicines 
which  have  had  an  equally  undeserved  and  equally  transient  popularity. 

In  the  epidemics  which  I  witnessed,  I  Jiad  an  opportunity  of  trying 
myself,  or  of  seeino;  tried  by  others,  a  variety  of  plans,  and  1  shall  now 
proceed  very  cursorily  to  give  the  general  results  of  my  observation. 

1.  Ajrplications  to  the  surface,  warm  and  cold  baths,  &fc. — Warm  baths, 
vapor  batlis,  and  warmth  applied  in  any  way  to  the  surface,  never  appeared 
to  me  to  be  of  the  slightest  service  in  true  cholera.  The  spasms  were 
sometimes  relieved,  but  the  algide  symptoms  were  almost  invariably  in- 
creased. The  depressing  effects  of  the  warm  bath  were  sometimes  mark- 
ed and  unmistakable.  I  have  seen  a  man  walk  firmly  to  the  bath, 
with  a  pulse  of  tolerable  volume,  and  a  cool  but  not  cold  surface,  and 
in  five  minutes  have  seen  tl>e  same  man  carried  from  the  bath,  with  a 
pulse  almost  imperceptible,  and  a  cold  and  clammy  skin.  1  cannot  find 
in  my  notes  a  single  case,  in  which  the  warm  bath  appeared  beneficial. 
It  is,  indeed,  unlikely  that  the  attempt  to  restore  warmth  by  these  trifling 
means,  when  the  grand  source  of  animal  heat  is  so  fatally  disordered,  can 
ever  be  successful.  Several  writers  have  also  recorded  their  belief  in  the 
inutility  of  this  measure. 

In  very  slight  cases,  however,  and  in  pseudo-cholera,  the  warm  bath  was 
grateful  to  the  patient,  and  was  not  attended  with  any  perceptible  bad 
effects  ;  in  those  comparatively  unimportant  cases,  attended  by  violent 
spasms,  it  was  certainly  and  positively  beneficial.  If  warmth  is  used  at 
all,  I  think  it  should  be  only  during  the  earlier  periods  of  the  case,  and, 
as  recommended  by  Dr.  Copland,  it  should  be  in  the  form  of  the  hot- 
air  bath. 

Stimulating  frictions,  blisters,  escharotics  of  all  kinds,  were  also  de- 
cidedly unproductive  of  benefit,  except  in  so  far  as  they  allayed  spasm 
— no  effect  was  ever  produced  upon  the  algide  symptoms.  I  perhaps 
should  except  large  mustard  poultices,  which  were  considered  serviceable 
by  several  medical  men  for  whom  I  have  a  great  respect.  T  never 
knew  them  do  harm,  and  therefore  I  presume  it  is  right  to  employ  them 
for  the  chance  of  benefit. 

Cold  to  the  surface  was  a  measure  much  more  grateful  to  the  patients 
than  warmth.  This  might  have  been  anticipated  also  from  the  way 
in  which  the  bed-clothes  are  thrown  off,  so  as  to  expose  the  surface  freely 
to  the  air.  The  cold  affusion,  even  in  the  last  stage,  two  or  three  hours 
before  death,  sometimes  caused  the  pulse  to  become  again  perceptible. 
Perhaps  the  application  of  cold  to  the  surface  may  affect  the  respiration 
in  some  way  ;  the  gasping  inspiration  which  the  shock  of  the  falling  wa- 
ter generally  induces,  may  influence  the  circulation  in  the  lungs,  like  the 
first  impression  of  the  cold  air  on  the  body  of  the  newly-born  infant. 
But,  unfortunately,  after  a  short  time,  the  reviving  effects  of  the  cold 
affusion  disappear,  and  the  case  resumes  its  former  course.  The  use  of 
large  fans  and  punkahs,  causing  a  blast  of  air  upon  the  body,  seemed  to 
me  to  be  occasionally  useful,  and  to  be  generally  agreeable  to  the  patients. 
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2.  Remedies  taken  by  the  mouth. — I  believe  my  assertion  that  no 
one  remedy  is  more  useful  than  another,  in  fulfilling  the  present  indica- 
tion, will  be  agreed  to  by  every  one.  I  gave,  in  a  variety  of  ways,  and 
in  all  stages,  calomel,  hemp,  opium,  camphor,  quinine,  creosote,  tartar 
emetic  with  and  without  opium,  salines  of  all  kinds,  ether,  hyoscyamus, 
and,  in  fact,  every  medicine  which  could  be  obtained.  Large  doses  of 
calomel,  such  as  15  or  20  grains,  were  given  in  many  cases,  certainly 
without  benefit,  perhaps  even  with  positive  injury.  I  observed  in  several 
cases  that  when  calomel  was  given  in  large  doses,  or  in  small  doses 
frequently  repeated,  at  the  time  when  absorption  was  possible,  the  algide 
symptoms  seemed  to  be  increased.  I  do  not  wish  to  attach  any  weight 
to  this  observation — it  was  perhaps  an  error :  calomel  and  opium  were 
largely  used  in  England  in  1831-32,  and  were  considered  beneficial,  al- 
though certainly  the  arrest  of  the  vomiting  and  purging  which  sniall 
doses  of  calomel  and  opium  occasionally  accom})lish,  may  have  led  to 
the  belief  that  the  disease  itself  had  been  checked  by  the  mercuiy. 

If  there  was  little  vomiting,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  use  of  diffu- 
sible and  aromatic  stimuli,  and  of  small  quantities  of  champaigne  or 
spirits,  was  useful.  But  decidedly,  the  employment  of  stimulants  for  the 
purpose  of  arresting  the  disease  and  of  arousing  the  patient,  was  quite 
useless,  and,  indeed,  hurtful. 

3.  Remedies  employed  in  the  form  of  enemata. — 1  used  largely  at  one 
time  saline  enemata,  after  the  manner  of  Stevens.  They  certainly  did 
no  harm,  but  I  could  perceive  no  unequivocal  marks  of  benefit.  I  have 
met,  however,  with  several  Indian  practitioners  who  thought  them  useful 
in  the  early  stages  and  in  the  milder  cases. 

4.  Remedies  inhaled  into  the  lungs. — I  employed  in  several  cases  the 
vapors  of  ether,  ammonia,  creosote,  alcohol  and  iodine.  Chlorine  I  used 
in  one  or  two  cases.  I  should  have  used  oxygen,  if  there  had  been  time 
or  ap|)aratus  to  prepare  it.  I  employed  artificial  inflation  in  a  few  in- 
stances, but  soon  abandoned  it  as  being  quite  useless. 

The  only  vapors  about  which  1  consider  I  can  speak  positively  from 
my  own  observation,  are  ammonia  and  creosote.  The  ether  and  the  al- 
cohol were  not  given  in  sufficient  quantities,  nor  with  an  apparatus 
sufficiently  good  to  throw  large  volumes  into  the  lungs.  It  remains  to 
be  seen  whether  the  employment  of  large  quantities  of  ether,  such  as 
are  used  to  procure  insensibility  during  operations,  may  not  be  useful. 

There  are  great  difficulties  in  the  employment  of  inhalation.  The 
dyspnoea  is  often  sufficient  to  prevent  the  patient  from  using  the  appara- 
tus, and  the  constant  restlessness  and  jactitation  are  of  course  unfavora- 
ble for  its  employment.  Moreover,  in  two  cases  in  European  soldiers, 
men  of  great  moral  courage  and  endurance,  the  ammoniacal  vapor  was 
fully  tried  :  in  one  of  these  cases,  no  perceptible  effect  was  produced 
either  on  the  pulse  or  on  the  skin  ;  in  the  other  case  the  patient  stated 
that  the  vapor  eased  the  painful  dyspnoea  and  thoracic  oppression  ;  no 
effect,  however,  was  produced  on  the  pulse.  Both  these  cases  were  as 
rapidly  fatal  as  the  other  cases  occurring  at  the  same  period  of  the 
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epidemic.  One  of  these  men  was  in  addition  treated  with  calomel, 
opium,  and  small  quantities  of  brandy ;  the  other  with  acetate  of  lead. 

The  ammoniacal  vapor  was  employed  in  several  other  cases  at  inter- 
vals, but  without  apparent  effect.  The  same  remark  must  also  be  made 
of  the  vapor  of  creosote. 

It  appears,  therefore,  that  so  far  as  my  observations  go,  they  are  not 
favorable  to  the  practice  of  inhaling.  It  must  be  said,  however,  that 
my  experience  of  this  plan  was  comparatively  limited.  I  believe  I  am 
correct  also  in  stating  that  the  inhalation  of  various  vapors  has  been 
used  by  several  gentlemen  in  India  without  marked  effect. 

5.  Employment  of  currents  of  galvajiism,  passed  through  the  chest, 
or  from  the  neck  in  the  direction  of  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves. — I  merely 
enumerate  this  practice,  as  one  which  has  been  used  in  India  as  well  as 
in  Europe  by  several  individuals,  apparently  without  any  good  result.  I 
have  never  myself  had  the  opportunity  of  employing  it. 

The  conclusions  arrived  at,  as  to  the  indications  of  treatment  in  this 
early  stage  of  cholera,  are,  then,  shortly  these  : — 

1.  The  use  of  bloodletting  and  astringents  to  arrest  the  passage  of 
fluid  from  the  alimentary  mucous  membrane. 

2.  Mustard  poultices  to  the  abdomen  and  cardiac  region. 

3.  The  cold  affusion,  and  cold  to  the  surface  generally  ;  cold  drinks 
are  also  grateful,  and  should  be  freely  allowed,  if  they  do  not  produce 
vomiting. 

4.  Diffusible  stimuli,  provided  vomiting  is  not  re-induced. 

When  the  vomiting  and  purging  have  been  stopped,  time  must  be 
given  for  the  function  of  respiration  to  be  again  properly  performed. 
During  this  time  the  patient  should  not  be  too  actively  treated  ;  our 
knowledge  is  not  sufficiently  advanced  to  allow  of  any  undue  interference 
with  nature.  If,  as  occasionally  happens,  the  algide  symptoms  increase 
after  the  arrest  of  the  abdominal  symptoms,  the  case  passes  into  the  se- 
cond category,  which  I  have  now  to  consider. 

[To  be  continued.] 


"OVARIAN  TUMOR." 
[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournnl.J 

In  the  January  number  of  Wood's  Retrospect,  which  I  have  just  read, 
appears  an  extract  from  an  article  under  the  head  of  "  Ovarian  Tumor^ 
by  Dr.  Williams,  N.  Y.,"  taken  from  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal  of  the  October  preceding.  The  object  of  the  Retiospect  is 
supposed  to  be  to  collect  the  results  of  passing  experience,  and  furnish  it 
as  light  to  the  daily  laborer  in  the  field  of  pathology  and  therapeutics. 
Since  that  extract  appears  as  a  part  of  this  light,  it  is  perhaps  important 
that  the  kind  of  light  with  which  it  illumines  should  be  known.  Whether 
it  illumines  by  the  aggregation  of  all  the  primitive  rays  in  the  form  of 
white  light,  or  by  the  absence  of  all  these  in  that  negative  form  named 
by  Milton  "  darkness  visible,"  let  the  facts  in  the  case  decide. 
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The  writer  of  the  article  says  : — "  Upon  examinatiorij  I  found  a  tumor 
occupying  both  sides  of  the  abdomen,  and  lying  directly  across  it,  which 
it  nearly  filled,  giving  her  the  appearance  of  a  woman  at  the  full  period 
of  gestation.  It  was  14  inches  in  length,  8  from  above  below,  and 
about  6  in  depth.  The  uterus  was  low  in  the  vagina,  and  thickened  or 
enlarged  as  much  as  it  should  be  two  months  after  conception.  Her 
catamenia  had  been  regular  (or  nearly  so)  since  her  first  sickness  up  to 
this  time.  I  advised  an  operation  for  ovarian  dropsy  (or  collection  of 
pus),  as  I  thought  I  could  plainly  feel  a  fluctuation.  Upon  hearing  this, 
more  experienced  counsel  were  sent  for,  as  the  doctors  present  did  not 
agree  with  me,  as  to  the  locality  or  nature  of  the  disease.  Dr.  Spencer, 
of  Champion,  Jefferson  Co.,  an  old  and  experienced  surgeon,  came,  and 
upon  examination  found  the  above  symptoms  present,  and  called  it 
ovarian  hypertrophy.  He  tapped  her  for  her  original  ascites,  and  at  the 
same  time  passed  the  trocar  partly  into  the  tumor,  but  to  no  effect,  ex- 
cept producing  the  discharge  of  about  a  pint  of  water,  streaked  with 
blood.  He  tlien  punctured  on  the  left  side,  with  as  little  success  (the 
former  was  in  the  linea  alba).  The  doctor  then  desisted,  made  up  a 
prescription,  and  left  her  in  my  care,  telling  her  at  tlie  same  time  that 
she  must  soon  die  (unluckily)  from  an  incurable  disease.  Soon  after  I 
made  an  opening  into  the  linea  alba,  but  deeper  than  the  doctor  above 
mentioned,  and  in  two  hours  it  discharged  about  two  and  a  half  quarts 
of  pus.  For  two  months  it  discharged  freely,  but  the  discharge  has  now 
subsided.  The  tumor  is  nearly  as  large  as  a  child's  head  at  birth,  but 
decreases  daily.  Her  ascites  has  entirely  left  her  (to  all  appearance), 
and  she  is  about  house  helping  herself,  and  occasionally  visiting  her  neigh- 
bors ;  feels  well,  has  a  good  appetite,  Sic." — Wood^s  Retrospect,  Janu- 
ary, 1848. 

This  paragraph  embraces  all  the  writer  says  of  his  connection  with 
the  case,  its  treatment  after  he  became  connected  with  it,  its  progress 
and  result.  Elsewhere  in  his  article,  he  gives  the  name  of  the  patient, 
Mrs.  Collins,  aged  35,  and  mentions  that  "  she  is  the  mother  of  five 
children."    From  v/hat  the  writer  says — 

1st.  The  conclusion  would  of  course  be  drawn,  that  the  patient  re- 
covered from  the  disease.  Were  the  readers  of  the  Journal  ever  inform- 
ed to  the  contrary  ?  Mrs.  Collins,  the  unhappy  patient  in  this  case, 
died  perfectly  exhausted  some  time  during  the  same  October  in  which 
this  report  of  her  case  and  recovery  were  made  to  appear  in  the  Journal. 

2d.  It  would  be  inferred  that  the  symptoms  given  diagnosticate  "  ova- 
rian tumor,"  and  most  certainly  in  this  case,  since  the  treatment  appears 
to  have  effected  a  cure.  Therefore  it  ought  to  be  known  that  the  case 
not  only  terminated  fatally,  but  that  the  opportunity  of  confirming  the 
diagnosis  by  a  post-mortem  examination — consented  to  by  the  patient 
before  death,  and  sought  by  her  husband  after  death — was  declined  by 
Dr.  Williams,  and  that  Mr.  Collins  would  not  allow  an  examination  to 
be  made  excejit  Dr.  Williams  was  present,  although  Dr.  Picber  and 
myself  earnestly  solicited  the  privilege  of  making  it.  Every  sound- 
minded  man  will  infer  why  an  examination  was  declined. 
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3cl.  It  appears  that  the  doctors  present  did  not  agree  with  "  him 
as  to  the  locality  and  nature  of  the  disease,"  and  that  as  he  cured  the 
case  he  is  proved  right,  and  they  wrong,  and  most  triuinpliantly  so. 
Therefore  the  particuhirs  on  this  point  that  transpired  in  the  counsel 
should  be  known.  1  stated  that  any  opinion  as  to  the  organ  from  which 
the  tumor  proceeded,  and  as  to  the  naluie  of  the  tumor  itself,  would  be 
in  part,  at  least,  if  not  entirely,  conjectuial  ;  and  that  an  exarninalion 
after  death  (to  which  the  patient  and  family  then  consented)  could 
alone  disprove  or  confirm  such  opitiion.  1  adveiled  to  the  case  men- 
tioned by  Dr.  Lee,  while  speaking  of  the  uncertainty  attending  the  diag- 
nosis of  ovarian  tumors,  viz.,  "That  an  eminent  accoucheur  of  London 
made  an  incision  tliiough  the  abdominal  parietes  of  a  young  woman  who 
had  a  moveable  tumor  in  the  l)elly,  which  he  considered  to  be  ovarian, 
and  which  he  thought  it  possible  to  extirpate,  as  Mr.  Lizars  had  done  in 
apparently  similar  cases  with  success  ;  that  on  opening  the  abdomen  a 
laige  fibro-cartilaginous  tumor  presented  itself,  which  was  attached  by  a 
thick  pcnluncle  to  the  fundus  of  the  uterus  ;  that  the  operator  separat- 
ed tlie  tumor  l)y  placing  a  ligature  around  its  peduncle  ;  and  that  death 
soon  followed,  &ic.  I  also  adverted  to  a  case  mentioned  to  me  by  Profes- 
sor Trowbridge,  as  occurring  in  his  own  practice,  of  abdominal  tumor, 
and  operated  uj)on  for  ovarian  dropsy,  "  but  no  dropsy  found."  Also 
another  mentioned  by  Professor  McNaughton  in  his  lectures  at  Fair- 
field, of  an  abdominal  tumor  that  "  was  begirming  to  be  considered  by 
the  first  in  the  profession  in  Albany  as  a  very  formidable  matter,  "  and 
that  "  while  he  was  very  gravely  examining  it,  slipped  away  from  him 
and  hid."  "  In  other  words,  it  was  no  more  nor  less  than  a  polypus  ;  its 
attachment  breakin-jj,  solved  the  mystery,"  and  "  the  very  formidable  mat- 
ter was  disposed  of."  To  my  statement  Dr.  Williams  agreed.  Tlie  disa- 
greement of  which  he  speaks  did  not  occur  in  my  presence.  It  happen- 
ed after  I  had  left.  He  did  propose  conjecturing  as  to  the  origin  and 
character  of  the  tumor,  and  tlien  to  see  on  the  autopsy  who  hit  nearest. 
He  conjectured  it  to  be  ovarian  dropsy.  I  declined  conjecturing.  He 
objected  to  my  position,  and  said  that  a  man  that  had  no  opinion  would 
always  be  found  right  on  the  pos/-mortem  examination.  In  reply,  I  said 
that  I  made  post-mortem  t^xaminations  to  gain  knowledge,  and  not  to  re- 
fute or  confirm  a  guess.  On  this  we  agreed  to  adjourn  to  the  post-mor- 
tem examination. 

4th.  It  would  appear  that  both  water  and  pus  w^ere  discharged  from 
the  tumor,  confirming  the  diagnosis,  from  a  fluctuation  that  was  plainly 
felt,  of  "  ovarian  ascites  (or  collection  of  pus)."  Dr.  Spencer  told  me  the 
next  morning  after  he  operated  upon  the  tumor,  that  it  discharged  no- 
thing but  blood,  that  it  was  a  solid  fleshy  substance  of  some  kind,  and 
probably  scirrhus,  and  that  he  had  the  am{)lest  means  of  knowing  this, 
as  he  passed  his  instrument  as  much  as  two  thirds  through  its  central  part. 
Dr.  Picher,  who  was  present  at  the  operation,  has  told  me  repeatedly 
the  same,  and  again  has  he  done  so  on  my  showing  him  the  extract  in 
the  Retrospect.  Both  of  these  gentlemen  told  me  at  the  time  that  they 
felt  no  fluctuation  in  the  tumor.    I  operated  for  abdominal  dropsy  upon 
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Mrs.  Collins  some  40  or  50  liine.s,  (ilscliargln^  fiorn  her  nearly  100 
gallons  of  walei',  and  nvqu(Muly  exaininecl  liie  iimioi',  bnl  never  discover- 
ed fluciualion  ;  it  always  fell  solid,  lieavy.  uneven,  resislin*;,  and  movea- 
ble in  llie  caj  ity  of  llie  abdomen.  1  regarded  ihe  palienl  as  tlie  sub- 
ject of  a  /7(u\ignant  cachexia  (Dunglison),  and  tlie  abdominal  tumor  as  a 
loca(  \iiunifeslation  of  it."  My  connection  with  the  case  was  only 
that  of  an  0[)eralive  suru,eon.  Dniing  my  attendance  upon  her,  and  it 
continued  as  loiig  as  the  necessity  to  operate  for  ascites  continued — say 
about  10  months — she  had  a  number  of  spells  of  declining  and  reviving; 
indeed  she  was  a|)parently  declining  or  reviving  all  the  time,  and  that 
without  any  perceptible  dependence  upon  the  treatment  or  couise  of 
management  |)Uisued.  Yet  she  steadily  lost  flesh,  from  the  day  she 
was  laken  ill  nil  that  of  her  death.  Every  ex[)erienced  surgeon  tljat  saw 
her,  including  Dr.  Spencer,  regarfled  her  as  the  subject  of  a  malignant 
and  fatal  cachexia,  whatever  might  be  the  character  and  connection  of 
the  abdominal  tumor.  1  mean  such  only  as  communicated  to  me  tlieir 
views.  It  is  not  my  intention,  however,  to  be  tedious  in  furnishing  the 
readers  of  your  valuable  Journal  with  a  statement  in  detail  of  my  views 
of  this  case,  or  of  the  views  of  others  con)U)unicaled  to  me,  since  any 
views  or  opinions  that  may  have  been  entertained  by  any  person,  possess 
no  earthly  value  in  the  absence  of  the  evidence  a  jwst-rnortem  exumina- 
tion  would  have  furnished. 

5th.  It  would  appear  that  he  completed  an  operation  that  Dr.  Spencer 
left  unfinished;  though  he  says  incidentally  that  Dr.  Spencer  discharged 
"a  pint  of  water  streaked  with  blood"  from  the  tumor,  through  the 
linea  alba,  and  that  he  punctured  on  the  left  side  with  as  little  suc- 
cess." Most  surgeons  of  experience,  w^ho  had  diagnosticated  sacculated 
dropsy,  would  regaid  the  discharge  of  a  pint  of  water  from  an  internal 
tumor,  as  abundantly  successful,  and  as  confirming  that  opinion,  what- 
ever additional  opinion  might  also  be  found  true.  In  structural  disease 
of  the  ovaries,  liver  or  spleen,  it  is  no  very  uncommon  occurrence  for  the 
diseased  organ  so  to  affect  the  peritoneum  that  serum  is  efiused  between 
them,  constituting  sacculated  dropsy,  which  is,  however,  only  a  result  or 
product  of  the  disease,  and  not  the  disease  itself.  The  discharge  of  a 
pint  of  water  is  so  small  success  that  it  receives  but  incidental  mention  ; 
and  why?  Because  o/  what  followed,  ZLnd  that  was  no  less  than  that 
the  reporter  of  this  case  did  what  an  old  and  experienced  surgeon  did 
not  do.  And.  ivhat  was  that  1  Why — he  "  made  an  opening  into  the 
tumor  in  the  linea  alba,  but  deeper  than  the  doctor  above  mentioned," 
"  and  in  two  hours  it  discharged  about  two  and  a  half  quarts  of  pus."  And 
this,  he  says,  he  did  soon  after  "  Dr.  Spencer's  operation.  Yet  Dr. 
VV.  informed  me,  that  just  two  or  just  three  weelcs  after Dr.  Spencer 
operated,  pus  began  to  issue  slowly  from  the  ivound ;  that  he  was  immie- 
diately  sent  for ;  that  he  went,  and  found  pus  slowly  oozing  from  the 
wound  made  by  Dr.  Spencer,  and  that  he  therefore  enlarged  the  wound, 
passed  in  a  catheter,  and  in  two  hours  drew  off  a  half  gallon  of  pus. 
Why  were  two  and  a  half  quarts  of  pus  two  hours  in  discharging  ?  It 
would  not  have  taken  this  length  of  time  if  it  had  come  directly  from  the 
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inside  of  the  tumor.  The  true  answer  to  this  question  is  probably  this, 
viz.,  Dr.  Spencer's  wound  into  the  tumor  inflamed  and  suppurated ;  the 
pus  in  its  early  discharge  from  the  wound  fell  most  conveniently  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen  ;  when  it  had  accumulated  sufficiently  to  attain  the 
elevation  of  the  opening  in  the  linca  alba,  it  made  its  appearance  there  ; 
and  then  the  catheter  being  introd/uced,  the  discharge  of  pus  was  facili- 
tated,  by  varied  pressure  and  varied  movements  of  the  force  applied,  to 
the  abdomen,  urging  the  pus  from  remote  parts  of  the  cavity  to  the  in- 
strument and  outlet.  "  Two  hours  "  might  well  be  spent  in  giving  exit 
to  two  and  a  half  quarts  of  pus  from  the  abdominal  cavity,  in  so  weak 
and  emaciated  a  subject  as  the  patient  then  was. 

In  conclusion,  I  again  state  that  the  unhappy  patient  died  about  the 
time  this  boastful  sketch  of  the  successful  treatment  and  promising  as- 
pect of  the  case  made  its  appearance  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical 
Journal,  according  to  the  acknowledgment  of  the  January  number  of 
Wood's  Retrospect ;  and  that  the  opportunity  of  making  a  post-mortem 
examination  was  declined  by  the  author  of  that  sketch.  Justice  to  tlie 
readers  of  the  Retrospect,  justice  to  the  readers  of  the  Journal,  justice 
to  Dr.  Spencer,  and  justice  to  him  who  hereafter  may  compile  the  sta- 
tistics of  abdominal  tumors  successfully  treated,  requires  that  this  exposi- 
tion of  that  sketch  should  be  published.  Samuel  C.  Wait,  M.D. 

Gouverneur,  St,  Lawrence  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Dec.j  1848. 


DENTISTS'  FEES. 

There  is  perhaps  no  business,  either  professional  or  purely  mechanical, 
transacted  in  our  city,  in  which  the  charges,  for  services  rendered,  vary 
so  much  as  those  of  practising  dentists.  The  following  lists  of  prices, 
which  have  been  handed  to  us,  will  show  the  fees  which  some  are  receiving 
for  daily  operations  : 


Natural  teeth  set  on  the  fang;;,         ^  10, 

Composition     "  "      -       -  10. 

Artificial  "  "     -       -  5. 

Cutting  out  decay  and  fill'g  with  gold,  5. 

Removing  nerve  and  fiU'g  with  gold,  10. 

Cleaning  the  teeth,  -       -       -       -  5. 

Separating  two  teeth  with  the  file,   -  2. 

Extracting  a  tooth,  -       -       -       -  1. 

Remedy'g  Irregularities  of  teeth,  from  10  to  50. 

Treating  Diseases  of  the  gums,  from  10  to  30. 


Teeth  on  gold  plate,  from     -       ^  2  to  4. 

"         silver  -       -       -  1  to  2. 

"         pivot     «...  ,75  to  1,25. 

Filling  with  gold,  from         -       -  ,50  to  1,00. 

"       "    cement,     -       -       -  ,50. 

"       "    tin  or  silver,      -       -  ,50. 

Cleaning  teeth,    -       -       -       -  ,60  to  1,00. 

Separating"      ...       -  ,50  to  1,00. 

Curing  toothache,  or  extract'g  tooth,  ,50. 


The  above  charges,  it  is  believed,  embrace  the  extremes  for  all  the 
common  operations  which  are  performed.  We  do  occasionally  hear  of 
dentists  charging  much  higher,  as  for  instance,  ^25  for  pivot  teeth — 
,^20  or  more  for  filling  a  tooth  ;  and  we  have  heard  of  six  or  eight 
hundred  dollars  being  asked,  if  not  paid,  for  a  double  set ;  but  these  are 
very  uncommon  operations,  or  gross  extortions  practised  by  consummate 
villains.  W^e  have  another  list  of  prices  which  range  about  midway 
between  those  already  given,  and  this  is  probably  about  the  average 
among  the  mass  of  dentists  in  our  city.    Two  and  three  dollars  is  the 
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most  common  fee  for  filling  a  tooth  ;  from  three  to  five  for  inserting  on 
pivot ;  from  five  to  ten  for  plate  teeth  ;  two  and  three  for  scaling,  &ic. 

On  many  accounts  it  would  be  much  better  for  the  dentists  and  their 
patients,  if  more  uniformity  existed  in  the  amount  of  the  fees  charged. 
Of  course  those  old  and  experienced  dentists  who  have  long  had  the 
confidence  of  the  public,  must  be  expected  to  charge  and  to  receive  more 
for  operating  than  the  younger  aspirants  for  public  favor.  Many  persons 
desiring  operations  on  their  teeth,  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  nature 
of  those  operations,  and  therefore  incapable  of  discriminating  between  good 
and  bad  work,  are  in  the  habit  of  "  shopping"  about  the  city  to  see  v/here 
they  can  find  the  cheapest  dentist.  This  encourages  many  to  underbid 
those  who  have  a  fixed  price  for  the  work  ;  these,  in  turn,  are  underbid 
by  others,  and  so  on  until  the  fortunate  (we  mean  unfortunate)  one 
who  finally  secures  the  patient,  is  compelled  to  do  the  work  at  a  price 
far  below  what  an  honest  skilful  dental  surgeon  should  receive  as  a  fair 
remuneration  for  services  faithfully  rendered.  We  are  supposing  that  the 
patient  is  fortunate  enough  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  a  faithful  and  com- 
petent operator,  which  is  not  often  the  case;  for,  generally  speaking, 
those  who  work  for  the  lowest  price  are  the  poorest  workmen  ;  there  are 
some,  however,  young  men  and  well  educated  in  their  profession,  who 
aim  high,  and  anticipate  ere  long  to  be  able  to  command  the  highest  fees, 
but  who,  nevertheless,  for  the  want  of  present  employment,  will  sooner 
compete  with  the  very  dregs  of  the  profession  than  suffer  a  person  to 
leave  their  office  without  serving  him.  They  reason  to  themselves, 
that  it  is  better  to  work  for  a  price  below  their  own  standard  than 
to  sit  idle ;  but  every  such  operation  has  the  direct  tendency  to  lower 
their  standard  of  prices ;  for  the  patient  on  leaving  is  sure  to  tell  his 
friends  and  acquaintances  how  very  low  he  had  his  work  done,  and  to 
recommend  the  one  who  did  it  as  a  cheap  dentist.  Of  course  he  must 
operate  for  all  those  who  come  by  such  a  recommendation  for  the  same 
fee  which  he  received  from  the  first,  or  not  operate  at  all ;  and  by  so 
doing  he  is  in  fact  perpetuating  a  system  of  low  prices,  which  will  in  the 
end  make  him  a  low  and  miserable  operator ;  for  no  man  can  long  have 
the  heart  to  do  good  work  unless  he  receives  a  fair  remuneration  for  it. 

As  a  general  rule,  it  is  better  to  fix  upon  a  high  fee  for  our  services, 
endeavoring  to  make  the  work  in  quality,  come  fully  up  to  the  price. 
By  so  doing,  we  have  a  constant  incentive  to  improvement.  Of  course 
there  will  be  some  exceptions.  "  Necessity  knows  no  law but  those 
who  can  live  and  sustain  a  liberal  scale  of  prices  for  their  operations, 
although  it  be  in  poverty  for  a  few  years,  it  is  believed  will  find  it  to  their 
advantage  in  the  end.  We  speak  only  of  charges  to  those  who  are  able 
to  pay  well.  "  The  poor  we  have  always  with  us,"  and  the  law  of 
benevolence  is  equally  binding  on  all  to  the  extent  of  their  ability. 

It  is  often  said,  by  those  unacquainted  with  the  nature  of  good  dental 
operations,  that  dentists  are  better  paid  than  other  professions  or  trades, 
requiring  an  equal  amount  of  talent  and  learning.  This  may  have  been 
true  at  a  time  when  competition  was  less  than  at  present ;  but  we  are 
mistaken  if  most  of  those  now  in  practice  do  not  find,  when  age  unfits 
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them  for  farther  labor,  that  the  golieii  harvest,  which  in  youth  they  had 
hopefi  lo  reap,  has  ehided  their  <,n.i^|),  an  J  proved  but  ban^ly  sufficient 
to  sustain  tbem  through  the  winter  of  iife. 

Tfiis  is  a  subject  which  claims  the  attention  of  every  dental  surjijeon 
in  the  land,  and  especially  those  who  are  located  in  large  cities,  where 
the  competition  is  greatest.  In  al  iiost  all  the  trades  and  professions  in 
our  city,  tliere  is  fixed  a  minimum  scale  of  pi  ices  for  services  rendered, 
below  which  it  is  considered  disreputable  to  charge.  Such  a  tariff  of 
prices  is  of  mutual  benefit  to  the  employed  and  the  employer.  If  such  a 
pla!i  were  adopted  by  the  dental  surgeons,  each  could  at  all  times  com- 
mand a  fair  compensation  for  his  skill  and  labor.  The  miserable  practice 
of  shopping  about  from  one -dentist  to  another  would  soon  stop,  when  the 
inquirer  found  that  he  received  from  all  the  same  uniform  answer.  Per- 
sons desiring  operations  would  then  inquire  for  the  best  der.ust,  and  not 
the  cheapest,  and  of  course  would  be  better  served.  At  the  same  time 
the  pooler  class  of  dentists  would  not  be  the  sufferers  by  such  an  arrange- 
ment, for  if  they  had  less  work  to  do,  they  would  receive  for  it  better  pay, 
which  is  the  most  direct  stimulus  to  improvement.  The  skilful  and 
scientific,  charging  higher  than  the  minimum  scale  for  their  services, 
would,  as  now,  allow  those  persons  who  are  always  desirous  to  employ 
the  cheapest,  to  find  the  poorest  also. 

We  commend  this  subject  to  the  Society  of  Dental  Surgeons  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  liope  that,  at  a  suitable  time,  they  will  take  it  up 
and  act  upon  it.  The  Virginia  Society  of  Surgeon  Dentists,  in  1842, 
recommended  to  the  profession  the  following  scale  as  the  minimum  and 
maximum  of  dental  charges: 

For  pluo^^ing',  from  -  g  1  00 — 5  00  For  inserting  on  pivot,  from     4  00 — 7  00 

For  extracting,  from  -       -    1  00  For  inserting  on  plate,  from     7  00 — 12  00 

For  separating,  from  -  -       50—1  00  For  full  sets,  from      -       150  00—300  00 

For  scaling,  from  -  -    2  50—5  00 


A  CASE  OF  NEURALGIA. 

BY  GEORGE  OSBOURNE,    M.D.  OF    TIPPECANOE  COUNTY,  INDIANA. 

During  the  month  of  July,  1S47,  Mrs.  G  ,  aged  48,  of  spare 

habit,  and  an  inveterate  smoker,  was  occasionally  attacked  with  parox- 
ysms of  pain  in  the  ball  of  the  great  toe — health  otherwise  good.  These 
attacks  becoming  more  frequent  and  severe,  she  was  induced,  about  the 
first  of  August,  to  seek  medical  advice,  and  I  was  requested  lo  visit  her. 

She  informed  me  that  she  had  used,  without  relief,  stimulating  embro- 
cations and  a  blister  to  the  entire  toe  and  dorsum  of  the  foot — mean- 
time the  pain  grew  more  constant  and  severe,  when  she  was  advised  by 
a  friend  to  apply  a  poultice  saturated  with  the  tine,  opii,  which  produced 
some  temporary  relief. 

I  found  the  toe  of  the  natural  size  and  color,  the  pain  not  increased 
by  pressure  except  at  a  minute  point  near  the  centre  of  the  ball,  from 
which  (wl>en  pressed  upon)  intense  pain  would  shoot  along  the  course 
of  the  principal  nerves  of  the  leg  and  thigh — appetite  good,  bowels  regu- 
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lar,  skin  wearing  the  appearance  of  health,  great  restlessness  at  night, 
considerable  einaciation  and  debility. 

I  advised  a  gentle  cathartic,  to  be  followed  with  carb.  ferri  and  pulv. 
valerian,  each  ten  grains,  thrice  daily,  and  an  opiate  at  bed-time ;  the 
bowels  to  be  kept  open  with  castor  oil. 

Aug.  5th. — No  amendment;  prescription  continued,  with  the  addition 
of  frictions  over  the  entire  limb  twice  daily. 

13th. — Symptoms  no  better ;  emaciation  progressing  rapidly  ;  suspend- 
ed the  use  of  the  medicine,  and  advised  the  cold  douche  to  the  limb, 
to  be  followed  with  frictions  night  and  morning,  and  an  entire  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  tobacco. 

20th. — Expressed  herself  as  being  much  better;  rests  well  at  night  ; 
advised  to  continue  the  abstinence  and  cold  douche. 

Sept.  1. — Discharged,  cured. 

The  foregoing  case  I  think  is  strongly  illustrative  of  the  injurious  effects 
of  tobacco  on  the  nervous  system.  While  the  patient  continued  to 
smoke,  the  neuralgic  affection  continued  with  increased  violence,  notwith- 
standing the  free  use  of  stimulating  and  anodyne  applications  locally, 
and  the  internal  use  of  tonics,  anodynes  and  gentle  cathartics. 

As  soon,  however,  as  entire  abstinence  from  the  use  of  the  pipe  was 
enjoined,  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  began  to  abate,  and  in  about  two 
weeks  the  patient  was  discharged,  cured. 

The  question  naturally  arises,  what  benefit  was  derived  from  the  use 
of  the  douche  ?  or,  was  the  cure  entirely  attributable  to  the  abstinence 
from  the  use  of  tobacco  ? — North-  Western  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    DECEMBER   20,    18  4  8. 


Scientific  Dearth. — There  are  seasons  in  literature  and  science,  as  in 
agriculture,  when  the  prospects  are  not  flattering ;  when  short  crops  occur, 
from  the  operation  of  laws  which  men  cannot  clearly  explain,  although 
their  existence  is  frankly  acknowledged.  Whether  the  state  of  the  at- 
mosphere, or  the  scarcity  of  money,  has  influenced  authors  most,  of  late, 
remains  an  unsolved  problem.  It  is  certain  that  original  works  on  medi- 
cine, independently  of  the  other  departments  of  science,  have  been  few  and 
small,  comparatively,  the  present  season  ;  and  the  year  154S  cannot  be  looked 
upon  as  an  epoch  of  brilliant  impressions,  through  the  instrumentality  of 
new  and  thoroughly  original  pablicalions.  This  paucity  of  new  works, 
however,  may  possibly  indicate  the  incubation  of  vast  ideas,  which  in  an- 
other twelve  months  may  astonish  us  with  the  profundity  and  energy  of 
the  human  mind,  directed  to  the  consideration  of  subjects  belonging  to  the 
domain  of  medicine  or  surgery.  There  is,  indeed,  room  enough  for  re- 
searches, and  intellects  of  gigantic  power  are  evidently  at  work  in  the  ex- 
citing labors  of  exploration,  so  that  rich  harvests  in  the  science  of  medicine 
may  reasonably  be  anticipated  as  near  at  hand. 
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Much  is  said  of  the  inadequate  compensation  of  authors  in  this  country. 
That  they  are  paid  miserably,  there  is  no  doubt,  nor  do  we  know  that  there 
is  any  remedy  ;  but  there  is  a  pleasure,  nevertheless,  in  being-  instrumental 
in  promulgating  thoughts,  which  generate  others,  and  quicken  different- 
minds  to  efforts  which  otherwise  might  never  have  been  made.  It  is  thus 
that  science,  the  arts,  and  the  mixed  literature  of  the  age  are  carried  forward, 
and  each  successive  year  adds  a  link,  as  it  were,  to  the  golden  chain  that 
connects  the  past  with  the  distant  future.  If  no  one  put  a  hand  to  the 
plough  because  the  soil  is  hard,  or  the  wages  for  tillage  too  small,  how 
can  progress  be  made  in  those  pursuits  which  elevate  the  race,  and  which 
seem  destined  to  give  an  increased  moral  grandeur  to  the  history  of 
civilization.  By  waiting  patiently,  a  favorable  condition  of  the  elements  of 
business  will  conduce  to  the  activity  of  the  publisher's  press  ;  and  books, 
such  as  quicken  the  thoughts,  and  strengthen  the  hands  of  medical  inquirers, 
may  again  be  presented  in  encouraging  abundance. 


Local  Etherization  in  China. — A  communication  appears  in  The  Spirit 
of  Missions,  for  December,  addressed  to  Bishop  Boone,  from  the  Rev.  P. 
D.  Spaulding,  now  residing  in  China.  It  is  of  unusual  interest  to  the 
medical  profession,  since  it  would  appear  from  it  that  the  Chinese  have  an- 
ticipated our  countrymen  in  the  discovery  of  etherization — as  they  did  others 
who  once  claimed  the  discovery  of  the  mariner's  compass,  gun-powder, 
and  the  art  of  printing  with  moveable  types,  which  had  long  been  known 
in  the  celestial  empire  when  all  Christendom  was  ringing  with  the  triumphs 
of  their  supposed  discovery.  Mr.  Spaulding  went  into  the  country  on  the 
17th  of  April  last,  to  witness  the  celebrated  annual  procession  in  honor 
of  the  great  idol  Yang-law-ya,  which  was  full  two  miles  long.  Those 
who  have  been  sick  during  the  past  season,  on  this  occasion  show  their 
gratitude  for  a  recovery  by  joining  the  moving  mass,  and  are  distinguished 
by  some  badge.  Some  were  on  foot,  others  on  horseback  or  in  sedan 
chairs,  accompanied  by  a  variety  of  banners.  At  the  extremity  of  the 
whole,  the  image  was  borne  by  eight  men.  It  was  large,  with  a  black  face, 
and  was  altogether  a  hideous-looking  object.  "  We  saw  several  persons," 
eays  the  reverend  gentleman,  "  in  the  procession,  who  seemed  to  be  doing 
penance  to  atone  for  some  kind  of  sins ;  both  of  their  arms  were  extended, 
and  from  the  muscular  portion  of  the  fore-arms  were  suspended  heavy 
incense  pots,  by  being  hooked  into  the  flesh.  In  some  instances  the  blood 
was  perceptible,  oozing  from  the  perforations  made  by  the  brass  hooks. 
These  men  were  walking  in  the  procession.  It  was  very  heart-sickening 
to  behold  them  thus  lacerating  their  bodies  to  please  a  wooden  idol.  We 
questioned  them  as  to  whether  it  was  painful,  and  they  declared  that  they 
endured  no  pain.  They  have  some  kind  of  medicine  that  is  applied  to  the 
flesh  in  which  the  hooks  are  placed,  which  removes  all  susceptibility  of 
pain.  It  is  used  likewise  in  extracting  teeth  and  amputating  limbs." 
Through  the  host  of  intelligent  Americans  now  residing  in  the  Central 
Flowery  Nation,  something  more  on  this  subject  may  be  expected.  From 
this  exceeding  short  narrative  of  the  facts,  it  would  seem  that  the  Chinese 
have  something  superior  to  ether  or  chloroform ;  since  it  is  applied  to  the 
point  where  the  insensibility  to  pain  is  required  for  any  particular  purpose, 
and  not  taken  internally,  and  therefore  not  productive  of  general  unconscious- 
ness.   Among  others  of  our  countrymen  in  China,  who  are  competent  to 
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make  an  investigation  of  this  matter,  it  occurs  to  us  to  mention  Dr.  Peter 
Parker,  the  celebrated  American  missionary  surgeon,  who  is  at  the  head 
of  a  hospital  at  Canton,  and  who  has  therefore  all  the  facilities  for  ascer- 
taining (should  there  be  found  any  truth  in  the  above  statement),  the 
antiquity  of  the  process,  the  preparation,  and  the  method  of  its  adminis- 
tration. 


Connecticut  Retreat  for  the  Insane. — Dr.  Butler,  a  veteran  in  the  man- 
agement of  lunatics,  whose  long-continued  devotion  to  the  wretched  beings 
placed  under  his  care,  has  made  them  as  comfortable  and  happy  as  science 
and  art  can  do  it,  has  brought  out  the  twentieth  annual  report  of  the  Retreat 
at  Hartford.  Within  the  same  cover,  is  a  statement  of  the  financial 
condition  of  the  institution,  by  the  board  of  managers.  It  appears  that  the 
whole  sum  paid  out  in  the  last  year  was  $26,101  10;  while  the  receipts 
were  $23,760  17.  Whole  number  of  patients  in  the  Retreat  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  118.  Admitted  during  the  year,  93.  Total, 
in  the  course  of  the  year,  211.  Recovered  and  discharged,  40;  much 
improved,  10  ;  improved,  14;  not  improved,  13  ;  died,  12  ;  total  discharged 
in  the  year,  89. 

This  report  contains  sage  observations  on  lunacy,  which  are  the  emana- 
tions of  a  disciplined  mind,  almost  wholly  engrossed  by  the  consideration 
of  the  best  method  of  bettering  the  condition  of  the  insane.  Interspersed 
through  the  pages  are  various  statistical  and  tabular  memoranda,  always 
interesting  to  those  who  study  the  science  of  disease,  independently  of  its 
phases.  Accompanying  the  report,  is  a  beautiful  lithographic  picture  of 
the  external  appearance  of  the  institution,  together  with  a  ground  plan  of 
the  apartments.  Although  exceedingly  inviting  on  paper,  it  does  not 
misrepresent  the  actual  appearance  of  things — for  it  is  one  of  the  most 
charming  places  in  New  England.  The  erection  of  a  separate  residence 
for  Dr.  Butler,  was  a  gratifying  evidence  of  the  esteem  in  which  the 
medical  superintendent  is  held  by  the  friends  of  the  Retreat,  and  the 
pleasure  that  is  felt  in  promoting  the  domestic  comfort  of  a  man  who  is 
never  happier  than  when  promoting  the  happiness  of  others. 


Hydropathic  Controversy  in  Connecticut. — Reference  was  made,  some 
weeks  since,  to  a  series  of  articles  :hat  were  then  being  published  in  the 
Derby  Journal,  and  which  have  finally  been  concluded.  They  were 
characterized  by  earnestness,  terseness  and  sound  discretion.  An  opinion 
prevails  that  they  were  written  by  Dr.  Ambrose  Beardsley,  of  that  place, 
a  gentleman  of  sterling  medical  acquirements. 

A  perfect  infatuation  appears  to  have  spread  over  the  New  England 
States,  in  regard  to  hydropathy  ;  but  the  blind  eyes  of  the  public  are  open- 
ing to  a  sense  of  the  hallucination  which  has  existed,  and  of  the  unfounded 
pretensions  of  this  phalanx  of  aquatic  operators.  Establishments,  in 
successful  progress  at  one  period,  are  now  said  to  be  languishing,  and 
many  fortunes  that  were  embarked  in  the  hydropathic  enterprise  will 
ultimately  be  drowned  out.  We  are  proverbially  a  people  who  love  to  be 
doctored,  and  hence  the  universal  disposition  to  patronize  every  absurdity 
that  is  ushered  into  notice  under  the  lalismanic  name  of  a  medicine.  As 
was  recently  remarked  by  a  celebrated  physician  of  this  city,  if  some  dis- 
tinguished quack  should  announce  in  Boston  that  covering  the  nose  with 
green  pairit  would  prove  a  specific  for  the  whole  family  of  human  diseases, 
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painted  noses  would  be  in  a  triumphant  majority  within  a  month  ;  and  that 
would  not  be  the  whole  of  the  matter,  for  a  vast  number  of  persons  would 
actually  find  immediate  relief  from  their  sufferings  by  the  new  remedy. 
It  is  precisely  so  in  regard  to  hydropathy,  and  all  the  other  irrationial 
crudities  of  a  foreign  origin,  which  succeed  so  well  for  a  little  while  in 
this  bequacked  country. 


Dr.  Hor7ier's  Introductory  lecture. — Dr.  Horner,  Professor  of  Anatomy 
in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  commenced  his  present  course  of  lec- 
tures by  an  introductory  discourse  that  possesses  an  unusual  amount  of  in- 
terest. As  was  mentioned  in  last  week's  Journal,  it  is  essentially  a  narra- 
tive of  what  he  saw  in  the  hospitals,  medical  museums  and  schools  in 
France,  Germany,  &c.  Large  draughts  for  our  pages  might  profitably  be 
made  from  such  a  prolific  source  of  intelligence.  There  is  no  information 
more  gratifying  than  knowing  all  about  the  doings,  sayings,  and  the  ways 
of  things,  in  other  countries.  A  desire  for  novelty  is  innate  in  every  bo- 
som, and  when  knowledge  is  made  agreeable  it  is  eagerly  received,  and  its 
influence  is  abiding.    Dr.  Horner  struck  precisely  the  right  key.  • 


The  Western  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery — published  at  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  and  edited  by  Drs.  Drake,  Yandell  and  Colescott,  is  in  great 
great  danger  of  being  suspended  for  want  of  pecuniary  support.  We  re- 
gret to  learn  this,  as  the  work  has  been  ably  conducted,  and  must  have  had 
a  favorable  influence  on  the  profession  at  the  West.  The  last  number 
states,  that,  with  a  constantly  increasing  subscription  list,  their  receipts  have 
been  steadily  diminishing.  This  seemingly  contradictory  state  of  things  is 
easily  understood  by  the  initiated,  who  know  full  well  that  many  a  sub- 
scriber's name  is  on  their  books,  that  is  utterly  valueless  in  the  way  of 
pecuniary  support.  We  could  state  facts  upon  this  subject,  observed  in  the 
course  of  a  long  experience,  which  would  cause  the  punctual,  subscription- 
paying  members  of  the  profession — who,  we  rejoice  to  say,  constitute 
among  our  subscribers  the  larger  portion — to  blush  for  the  moral  honesty  of 
some  of  their  brethren.  It  is  hoped  that  the  appeal  made  by  the  editors 
of  the  Western  Journal  to  the  profession,  wnll  be  responded  to,  and  that 
the  vigorous  course  of  that  valued  periodical  will  not  be  suddenly  arrested 
by  so  discreditable  a  cause.  ^ 


Water  Cure  Era. — From  New  London  (not  in  Connecticut,  but  some- 
where South)  No.  1,  Vol.  I.  of  a  miserably-looking,  worse-printed  and 
still  worse-conducted  periodical,  has  been  received,  filled  with  more  stale 
materials  than  ordinarily  gets  crowded  into  a  single  sheet.  The  conductors 
must  have  made  extra  eflfort  to  collect  such  specimens  of  stupidity.  Their 
Journal  purports  to  be  devoted  to  the  explanation  of  the  principles,  practice 
and  philosophy  of  hydropathy.  Even  the  intoxicated  friends  of  the  water- 
cure  must  be  ashamed  of  this  feeble  advocate.  We  earnestly  request  the 
proprietors  to  subject  the  copies  of  their  next  number  to  their  favorite 
treatment  before  being  mailed — for  it  is  morally  wrong  to  unnecessarily 
load  the  mail-bag  with  "  free  soil"  spread  out  in  the  shape  of  paper. 
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The  Examination  of  Females  in  Paris. — Some  changes  have  lately 
been  made  in  carrying  on  ihese  examinations.  Eegisiered  girls  used  to 
be  examined  by  the  surgeons  at  their  own  residences;  they  are  now 
obliged  to  go  to  the  dispensary  for  that  purpose  ;  and  another  class,  not 
regularly  registered,  but  tolerated,  and  who  used  to  be  exaniined  twice  a 
month,  must  now  present  themselves  three  times  within  the  same  period. 
M.  Ricord  states  in  his  lectures,  and  we  think  with  reason,  that  these  exa- 
minations, to  prove  at  all  advantageous  to  the  public, 'should  be  much  more 
frequent. — London  Lancet. 


Treatise  on  Teeth,  and  Ether. — To  the  Editor  of  the  Journal,  &c. — 
Will  you  allow  me  a  little  space  in  your  very  valuable  Journal,  for  the 
purpose  of  saying  that  a  new  edition  of  Dr.  Mayo  G.  Smith's  useful  and 
curious  work  on  "  Teeth  and  Ether,"  is  about  to  be  issued,  to  contain,  in 
addition  to  its  oriirinal  matter,  a  short  treatise  on  the  use  of  chloroform  in 
dental  operations  ?  Dr.  S.  has  given  to  the  public  a  large  quamity  of 
practical  information  concerning  teeth  and  the  use  of  ether  ;  and,  though 
some  of  his  conclusions  may  not,  perhaps,  be  regarded  as  the  wisest  and 
most  just,  still,  credit  is  due  to  him  for  the  industry  and  zeal  which  he  has 
shown  in  the  advancement  of  dental  science.  This  word  of  commenda- 
tion, Mr.  Editor,  is  from  one  who  has  cause  to  be  grateful  for  the  skilful 
services  rendered  him  by  Dr.  S.,  and  is  spoken  without  reward  or  solicita- 
tion. R.  M.  Devens. 


Medical  Miscellamj. — Dr  Scott,  of  Greenville,  hiis  been  elected  Speaker  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  Virginia. — Smallpnx  is  so  rife  in  Brmtleboro',  Vt  ,  that  a  hospiliil  is  to  be 
opened,  say  the  papers. —  A  hidy  in  Boston  g;ive  birth  to  ihree  chiUlren,  week  beforo 
last — two  of  them  are  living — A  homoeopiuliic  joornal  h;is  befn  started  at  Detroit, 
Michigan,  by  John  KUis,  M.D. — Dr.  Buchanan,  of  the  Cincinnati  Kcledic  Medical 
School,  thinking  the  institution ,  or  its  faculty,  or  botli,  ill-treated  in  the  Western  Lancet, 
published  in  that  city,  has  fired  an  extra  tier  of  indignation  guns,  in  the  Daily  VVIiig, 
against  Drs  Lawson  and  Harrison. — A  man  died  in  England  in  conse(]uence  of  having 
the  virus  of  a  diseased  potato  absorbed  by  an  abraded  surface  of  one  of  bis  hands. — 
A  riirenolDgical  Tract  Society  has  been  fi)rf;ied  in  New  York,  which  will  disseminate, 
besides  articles  on  phrenology,  tracts  on  hydropathy .  temperance,  religion  and  progres- 
sion ! — Yellow  fever  is  still  sweeping  off  the  troops  at  St.  Ann  Station,  in  the  Isl.ind  of 
Barbadoes. — Scarlet  fever  is  represented  to  be  unusually  prevalent  in  this  city. — In  the 
last  nun)berof  the  Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner,  no  less  than  thirteen  pages  are  de- 
voted to  a  review  of  Dr.  Holmes's  Report,  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  on 
Medical  Literature.  Prof  Huston,  the  editor,  is  perfectly  fimiliar  with  the  literary 
matters  of  fact  alluded  to  in  the  report,  and  has  pointed  out  no  small  number  of  err«>rs  in 
that  portion  of  it,  as  well  as  expressed  his  dis.'ient  from  some  of  the  views  put  forth 
by  Dr.  Holmes — The  same  number  of  the  Examiner  contains  also  a  review  of  Dr. 
Ciianning's  work  on  etherization  in  child-birth. — By  the  l.ist  accounts  from  England, 
the  cholera  had  almost  ceased  to  exist  there.  Its  spread  in  New  York  is  also  very 
much  confined  as  yet. 


Married,— Dr.  J.  H.  B.  McClellan,  of  Philadelphia,  to  Miss  M.  Eldredge. 


Died,— At  Troy,  Vt.,  Dr.  D.  H.  Bard,  46.— At  Cincinnati,  Dr.  Charles  Luzenburg,  of  New 
Orleans. — At  Troy,  N.  Y.,  Dr.  Aianson  Douglass,  suddenly,  of  apoplexy. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Dec.  16th,  76. — .'Males,36 — females.  40.— 
Stillborn,  8.  Of  consumption.  9 — typhus  fever.  4 — scarlet  fever,  17 — brain  fever,  2 — lung  fever, 
2 — pleurisy  fever,  1 — old  age,  1 — dysentery,  1 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — dropsy  in 
the  chest.  1 — debilit}',  2 — croup,  4 — measles,  1 — delirium  tremens,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2 
— infantile,  4 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  3— suicide,  2 — canker,  2 — child-bed,  4 — pleurisy,  2 — 
ulcer,  1 — marasmus,  1 — disease  of  the  bowels,  1 — worms,  1 — apoplexy,  1 — fracture,  1. 

Under  5  years,  34— between  5  and  20  years,  8— between  20  and  40  years,  21— between  40 
and  60  years,  9 — over  60  years,  4. 
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J.  C.  NEILSON,  M.D., 
SURGEON  DENTIST.   Office  with  Dr.  J.  F.  Flagg,  31  Winter  street, 
Apr.  12— eply  BOSTON. 

DR.  LEWIS  will  attend  to  Diseases  of  the  Eye,  from  9  to  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  every  Tuesday,  Thurs- 
day and  Saturday.  Novl7— If 

PURE  CHLOROFORM. 
For  sale  by  Joseph  Burnett,  Apothecary,  No.  33  Treniont  Row.  Jan.  5— tf. 

DISEASES  OF  THE  EYE  AND  EAR. 
Or.  J.  II.  Dix  will,  from  this  date,  relinquish  general  practice,  and  attend  exclusively  to  the  medi- 
cal and  snrj;icaltreatment  ol Diseases  of  the  Eye  and  Ear.   Treniont  st.,  opposite  Treniont  House. 
FeOruary  U,lSi3.  ,  eptf 

 Jffljj;  .   _ — . 

TO  PHYSIC rAilSfs". 

The  subscribers  are  constantly  supplied  with  a  selection  of /)wre  medicine*  for  prescriptions  and 
the  use  of  families,  Vvliiclt'they  will  dispense  with  accuracy  to  all  who  may  fiivtir  them  with  their 
patronage.  Just  received^"  lot  of  pure  Extract  Taraxaci,  prepared  by  a  new'^ind  peculiar  process. 
Also  a  siiiull  lot  of  Ext.  Buchu,  and  Pareira  Brava,  and  all  other  articles  in  common  use,  fresh  from 
the  nianufaciurer. 

QirA  constant  supply  of  Pure  Chloroform  and  Sulphuric  Ether,  for  sale  as  above. 

WHITE  ifc  FERGUSON,  i'Mccessors     Chaules  White, 
Dec.  15— lyr.  348  Washingt-on  st.,  cor.  Ilayward  pi.  Boston. 

GOODWIN'S  SURGICAL  SPLINTS. 
AssouTED  sizes  of  the  Leg,  Knee  Joint-arm,  Elbow,  Hand  and  Forearm,  for  sale  in  sets  or  parts 
of  Bets,  ai  manufacturer's  prices,  by  JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

Nov.  1— ly  N.0^33  Tf'emont  Roiv. 

TO  PHYSICIANS. 

The  Subscri1)er  would  most  respectfully  inlbrni  the  Physicians  of  Boston  that  he  has  removed  his 
■tore  to  the  Corner  of  Tremont  and  Elliot  Streets,  where  he  will  be  much  pkased  to  see  any 
of  the  Faculty  who  will  honor  his  establishment  with  a  visit.  With  an  exjjerience  of  twelve  years 
(n  compounding  and  dispensing  medicines,  he  hopes  by  constant  attention  to  business  to  merit  a 
share  of  patronage,  a.ssuring  them  that  their  favors  shall  be  prepared  with  fidelity ,  of  the  purest 
materials,  and  by  himselj  personally.  He  will  be  constantly  supplied  with  all  the  new  prepara- 
tions as  soon  as  they  are  out.  J.  GEORGE  WHITWELL,  Apothecary, 

Nov.  10.— ei)ly  Corner  Treniont  and  Eliot  Streets,  Boston. 

JOSEPH  BURNETT, 
Apothecary  (Successor  to  T.  Metcalf),  No.  33  Tremont  Row, 
Offers  to  Surgeons  and  Dentists,  the  best  selected  assortment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  in  the  city  , 
consisting  in  part  of  Amputating,  Trepanning,  Obstetrical,  Dissecting,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eye,  and 
Cooper's  Cases;  Scarificators,  Catheters,  Bougies,  Stomach  Pumps,  Injecting  do.,  Spring  and  Thumb 
Lancets,  Dissecting  and  Dressing  Scissors,  Trocars,  Needles,  Bistouries;  Dressing,  Dissecting,  Poly- 
pus and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonsil  instruments,  &c.&c.,  of  American,  English  and  French  manufacture. 

Extracting  Forceps,  of  Chevalier's  manufacture  from  Dr.  Flagg's  patterns,  in  sets  of  12,  or  singly, 
of  superior  form  and  finish;  Excavators,  Burrs,  Pluggers,  Drills,  Files  ;  Cutting,  Splitting  and  Punch- 
ing Forceps;  Gold  and  Platina  Plate  and  Wire,  comnion  and  fine  Solder, Spiral  Springs,  Gold  and  Tin 
Foil,  Mi.vERAL  Teeth,  in  great  variety,  (^much  the  largest  assortment  to  be  fouini  in  New  England), 
Crindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  departments  ol  Dentistry. 

Instruments  sharpened  and  repaired  at  short  notice. 

BZT  All  orders  from  the  country  shall  receive  careful  and  prompt  attention. 
Feb.  10.— tf 

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

At  his  Apothecary  store,  corner  of  Washington  and  Eliot  streets,  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply  of  Medicines,  selected  expressly  for  Physicians'  and  Families'  use,  including  all  the  English 
extracts— Conii,  Belladonna,  Ilyoscyami,  Taraxaci,  &c.  Also,  all  the  new  Chemical  preparations 
recently  introduced.  Great  care  istaken  in  selecting  the  choicest  of  medicines  for  physicians'  pre- 
scriptions; not  trusting  to  such  articles  as  rhubarb,  ipecac,  jalap,  aloes,  &c. ,  powdered  by  steam 
and  water  power,  but  having  them  pulverized  fresh  from  the  root,  under  my  own  superintendence. 
The  most  strict  personal  attention  paid  to  dispensing  physicians'  prescriptions.  No  one  permitted 
to  put  up  prescriptions  except  those  of  long  experience  in  the  business.  Jan.  5— ly 

A  PHYSICIAN, 

Pleasantly  located  in  a  town  about  six  miles  from  Exeter,  N.  H.,  wishing  to  retire  from  practice, 
would  be  glad  to  dispose  of  his  house,  land  (about  three  acres),  outbuildings,  «fec.,  to  a  well  qualified 
practitioner.  Practice  worth  from  ten  to  twelve  hundred  dollars.  Particulars  may  be  learned  ou 
api)lication  to  Drs.  Perry  and  Gorham  of  Exeter,  N.H.,  or  Dr.  B.  T.  Prescott,  of  Boston,  Mass.  All 
letters  post-paid.  Oct  25— tf 

A  GOOD  OPPORTUNITY 
Now  offers  in  Grantville,  in  Nova  Scotia,  for  a  physician  of  ability  to  establish  himself  in  permanent 
practice.    Income  perhaps  $800  to  $1,000.    Direct  to  Dr.  G.  B.  Dexter,  Lower  Grantville,  N.  S., 
to  be  left  at.Ladd  &  Hall's,  Boston.  o4— tf 

DR.  JARVIS'S  ADJUSTER. 
This  newly-invented  insirumentfor  reducingfractures  and  dislocations — Also,  single  and  double 
pa  l  Glass  Trasses,  Reinhardt's  manufacture,  and  Dr.  Cutter's  Abdominal  Supporters,  for  sale  by 
W.  UU.Vr,  Surgical Iiutrumeul manufacturer  126  Washington  street.  Scpt.30 — 1| 
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ON  THE  CONTAGIOUSNESS  OF  ASIATIC  CHOLERA. 

LCominunicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.  J 

The  following  papers  were  written  soon  after  the  cholera  was  in  this 
country  in  1832.  For  the  facts  stated,  it  was  considered  there  was  am- 
ple authority  at  the  time.  Many  of  them  were  matters  of  personal  ob- 
servation ;  others  were  derived  from  the  testimony  of  individuals  ;  for  it 
was  the  writer's  fortune  to  travel  with  the  disease,  as  it  advanced  from 
the  Hudson  River  up  the  western  canal  and  upon  the  borders  of  Lake 
Erie,  into  the  State  of  Ohio — and  also  in  a  few  weeks  to  return  by  the 
same  route,  after  it  had  spiead  into  the  surrounding  villages,  and  was  at 
its  height  in  some  of  the  larger  cities  and  towns.  In  all  of  the  smaller 
villages  where  it  had  broken  out,  as  well  as  in  some  of  the  larger,  it 
could  be  traced  to  some  individual,  who  had  been  exposed  to  it  in  some 
place  where  it  had  previously  existed,  or  who  had  fled  from  an  infected 
place,  and  from  such  individual  it  had  spread  as  from  a  centre  ;  so  that  so 
far  as  the  writer's  observations  went,  and  they  were  extensive,  there  was 
no  case  known,  where  it  appeared  in  any  village  as  a  common  epidemic, 
but  rather  was  brought  as  a  contagious  disease.  Where  towns  were 
too  large  for  any  one  to  know  and  note  the  movements  of  all  the  inhabi- 
tants, it  broke  out  in  some  instance  perhaps  without  any  one  being  able 
to  trace  it  or  to  know  where  the  party  had  been  exposed.  But  this  was 
the  exception — the  rule  invariably  was  importation. 

Great  confusion  has  arisen  here  and  elsewhere,  in  consequence  of 
physicians  not  discriminating  between  this  disease  and  the  ordinary 
diarrhoea  and  cholera  morbus  of  this  country  ;  hence  before,  and  while 
it  was  here,  in  1832,  parties  who  had  not  seen  it,  and  some  who  had, 
believed  it  to  be  nothing  but  an  aggravated  form  of  our  own  disease. 
Hence  some  physicians  reported  seeing  it  months  before  its  appearance  at 
Quebec  and  Montreal ;  and  from  the  same  cause,  also,  there  are  those  who 
say  they  have  seen  it  the  past  summer.  While  it  was  here  in  1832,  we 
had  with  it  our  own  disease,  cholera  morbus  and  diarrhoea,  constantly  oc- 
curring as  if  the  malignant  disease  were  not  here  ;  and  it  having  been  as- 
sumed that  the  disease  was  not  contagious,  but  epidemic,  and  that  like 
all  other  epidemics  it  influenced  all  of  the  other  prevailing  diseases — 
in  this  country  the  attacks  of  the  milder  disease  of  our  own  climate 
were  included  with  those  of  Asiatic  cholera ;  the  former,  of  course,  were 
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readily  cured,  and  in  this  way  the  list  of  recoveries  was  largely  swelled. 
The  Asiatic  cholera  has  peculiar  characteristics — a  history  and  symp- 
toms which  separate  it  from  all  other  diseases,  and  which  are  obvious 
enough  to  the  careful  observer ;  yet  they  may  be  over-looked  and  mis- 
taken, and  are  extremely  liable  to  be,  by  him,  especially,  who  believes 
it  epidemic,  and  that  it  assumes  the  mild  form  of  our  native  disease. 
Diarrhoea  is  often  said  to  be  a  precursor,  and  it  may  be  so  ;  but  it  is 
not  necessarily  the  disease — and  yet  the  same  state  of  bowels  which 
would  be  liable  to  diarrhoea,  would  also  invite  an  attack  of  the  malignant 
cholera. 

Blueness  is  one  symptom  attendant  on  the  Asiatic  cholera  which  has 
been  often  spoken  of  as  characteristic  or  pathognomonic,  as  if  it  could 
exist  in  no  other  disease.  This  is  an  erroneous  estimate  of  this  symp- 
tom— for  while  it  is  nearly  a  constant  attendant  on  the  Asiatic  cholera, 
it  is  not  altogether  absent  from  our  own  cholera,  or  from  other  diseases. 
True,  it  is  a  symptom  rarely  appearing,  and  of  grave  import  when  it 
does  appear — because  it  denotes  a  very  congested  state  of  the  capilla- 
ries, a  very  imperfect  circulation,  and  a  highly  carbonized  state  of  the 
blood,  with  great  coldness  and  prostration.  The  writer  has  many  times 
seen  it,  and  with  great  intenseness,  even  when  the  party  was  suffering, 
not  from  cholera,  but  from  a  stoppage  of  the  bowels.  The  cramps 
of  the  limbs  have  been  improperly  estimated,  also ;  as  from  all  time 
they  have  existed,  more  or  less,  with  the  common  cholera  of  the  coun- 
try, and  also  with  many  other  diseases,  and  have  even  been  induced 
by  the  action  of  very  powerful  cathartic  drugs. 

That  there  is  a  strong  resemblance  between  the  malignant  cholera 
and  our  own  disease,  is  proved  by  the  fact  that  each  has  been  mistaken 
for  the  other.  As  it  will  be  seen,  the  first  case  of  Asiatic  cholera  which 
occurred  in  Canada,  was  mistaken  for  the  disease  of  the  country.  It  is 
not  the  intent  of  the  writer  to  enter  into  the  distinctive  characters  of  the 
two  diseases ;  it  will  be  enough  to  say  that  the  Asiatic  cholera  does  not 
depend  for  its  intenseness  upon  the  commotion  excited  in  the  system 
by  the  offending  matters  in  the  prima  vise,  so  that  the  one  bears  a  di- 
rect proportion  to  the  other,  as  they  do  in  the  disease  of  this  country. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  in  the  malignant  disease,  the  puking  and  purging 
are  only  symptoms,  and  not  essential — the  intensity  of  the  disease  bearing 
necessarily  no  proportion  to  the  intensity  of  these  symptoms,  unless,  per- 
haps, an  inverse  one.  The  Asiatic  cholera  seems  a  subtle  poison — in- 
vading the  organic  life,  and  destroying  it,  so  that  decomposition  often 
seems  to  begin  before  animal  and  intellectual  life  leaves  the  body.  It  is 
shocking  to  see  those,  in  whom  all  that  constitutes  organic  life  has  ceased 
except  the  breathing — go  on  conversing  in  the  full  possession  of  their 
senses. 

It  depends  on  the  poisonous  nature  of  cholera  that  treatment  is  of  so 
little  avail.  The  writer  has  seen  the  emesis  and  catharsis  cease — and 
that,  too,  where  neither  had  been  violent — for  full  twelve  hours  before 
death,  and  this  without  great  prostration  at  first.  Yet  the  patient  would 
steadily  sink  until  death — without  the  disease  for  a  moment  appearing  to 
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be  arrested  by  any  of  the  appliances  which  could  be  used,  whether  ex- 
ternal or  internal,  any  more  than  the  like  symptoms  can  be  ariested  in  a 
case  of  full  poisoning  by  arsenic.  Indeed  the  manner  of  deatli  by  cholera 
resembles  nothinir  so  much  as  that  of  poisoning  by  arsenic. 

A  word  on  what  is  meant  by  contagion.  It  is  not  meant  that  it  is  a 
disease  that  will  attack  every  one  that  is  exposed  to  it,  any  more  than 
the  smallpox  or  measles,  or  any  other  of  the  contagious  diseases.  In 
all  contagious  diseases  tw^o  things  are  essential — predis[)osition  and  expo- 
sure. Precisely  what  constitutes  predisposition  may  not  be  known  ;  but 
it  probably  is  unlike  in  all,  and  peculiar  in  each  of  tlie  contagions.  The 
having  had  one  contagious  disease  does  not  prevent  the  invasion  of 
another.  Cholera  requires,  also,  a  peculiar  predis[)osition,  and  so  far  as 
appears,  pre-eminently  such  an  one  as  has  been  induced  by  intemperate 
and  exhausting  habits.  Hence  drunkards,  and  those  of  broken  con- 
stitutions  from  any  cause,  are  most  liable  to  it. 

The  number  of  those  predisposed  to  cholera  hitherto,  as  appears  from 
its  history,  is  much  smaller  than  of  any  of  the  common  contagious 
diseases  ;  and  from  this  comes  the  doubt  wfiether  it  is  contagious  at 
all.  Because  A  and  B  were  expoied  and  did  not  take  it,  therelore  C  or 
D  could  not.  If  this  is  correct  reasoning,  then  no  disease  is  contagious. 
There  are  many  of  the  ini vaccinated  who  do  not  lake  smallpox. 
Some  will  visit  it  with  impunity  for  years,  and  take  it  at  last,  from 
an  exposure  no  greater  than  that  to  which  they  had  often  before  had. 
But  no  amount  of  negatives  can  ever  dis})rove  an  affirmative.  Be- 
cause 10,000  had  passed  a  bridge  unharmed,  it  does  not  follow  that 
the  bridge  did  not  fall  with  the  10,0001st.  It  is  no  matter,  then,  how  many 
of  the  exposed  have  escaped  ;  if  only  1  in  1,000,000  has  taken  it  from 
exposure  to  it,  who  would  not  have  had  it  without,  it  is  so  far  conta- 
gious. Now  there  is  most  ample  testimony,  as  these  papers  state,  that 
individuals,  to  escape  contagion,  had  left  infected  places  and  gone  into 
perfectly  healthy  villages,  because  they  were  so  healthy,  and  been  seized 
with  the  disease  soon  after  their  arrival — which  would  be  followed  by  a 
seizure  by  the  same  disease  of  nearly  all  the  nurses  and  more  immediate 
attendants,  who  being  scattered  to  their  various  homes  in  the  town  did 
spread  it  through  whole  sections  of  country.  One  such  well-authenticated 
case  proves  its  contagious  nature.  But  in  truth  what  more  is  needed  to 
prove  its  contagious  nature  than  the  history  of  its  arrival  and  progress 
in  this  country,  and,  indeed,  in  all  the  countries  through  which  it  has  pass- 
ed ?  Every v/bere  it  has  gone  over  the  great  lines  of  travel — the  tho- 
roughfares especially  of  the  poor  and  ill-conditioned  ;  and  the  wolves 
do  not  more  certainly  hang  about  and  follow  a  herd  of  travelling  buf- 
faloes, to  seize  and  devour  the  sick,  the  lame  and  disabled,  than  did  this 
disease  follow  and  accompany  the  long  line  of  emigrants,  who  were 
threading  this  country  to  find  a  home  in  the  far  West. 

It  has  been  said  that  it  attaches  itself  to  an  alluvial  soil  and  fresh 
water.  That  salt  water  did  not  prevent  it,  has  been  abundantly  proved 
by  the  numbers  who  have  died  on  ship-board — by  its  crossing  the  At- 
lantic, and  arriving  on  our  shores;  and  the  fears  expressed  that  it  may 
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pass  a  second  utiie  are  not  groundless.  As  to  its  confining  itself  to  an 
alluvial  soil,  it  is  so  far  true,  tliat,  inasmuch  as  the  great  lines  of  travel, 
both  on  this  continent  and  on  the  eastern,  pass  through  the  valleys  and 
along  the  rivers,  over  the  secondary,  and  not  over  tlie  primitive,  Vv'hich 
is  for  the  most  part  everywhere  rougli  and  mountainous,  so  also  goes  the 
cholera  over  like  places — for  it  follows  ils  victinis  wherever  they  go, 
leaving  to  them  the  choice  of  the  route  ;  so  that  we  shall  liave  it  if  it  is 
b)'0ught  here,  and  not  otherwise  ;  and  the  predisposed  will  take  it  if 
exposed  to  it,  otherwise  they  will  escape  ;  and  those  who  have  no  pre- 
disposition, will  not  have  it  if  exposed.  In  the  mean  time,  if  it  should 
come,  let  every  one  stand  in  his  lot;  but  the  best  advice  lo  those  who 
have  no  important  duties  to  detain  them,  is  to  de})art  at  once  from  all 
the  infected  districts.  W.  S. 

Boston,  Dec,  1848. 

'I'hat  the  cholera  which  has  appeared  in  Boston,  and  in  other  parts 
of  our  country,  is  essentially  the  same  disease  with  that  which  broke  out 
in  India  some  18  years  ago,  no  one  will  deny  who  has  accurately  com- 
pared the  phenomena  of  each.  The  manner  in  which  the  cholera  has 
travelled  over  the  eastern  continent  is  familiar  to  all,  and  it  will  not, 
therefore,  be  recapitulated  here.  The  purpose  of  this  paper  will  only 
be  to  give  some  account  of  its  introduction  and  progress  through  this 
country,  and  to  make  such  remarks  as  the  circumstances  may  warrant. 
And  here  it  should  be  premised,  that  physicians,  in  all  the  places  where  it  has 
appeared,  differ  so  much  as  to  what  constitutes  the  disease,  and  of  course 
upon  the  Ume  of  its  introduction,  that  although  it  shall  be  the  endeavor 
to  weigh  testimony  with  impartiality,  nevertheless,  no  one  should  flatter 
himself  that  he  will  satisfy  every  cavil,  or,  indeed,  that  in  all  cases  the 
facts  on  which  he  may  rely  will  be  beyond  dispute,  for  there  are  no 
such  facts.  Unfortunately  for  dispassionate  inquiry,  the  profession,  pre- 
vious to  the  appearance  of  the  disease  amongst  us,  had  divided  itself 
into  two  parties — one  believing  in  the  modified  infection  or  contagion 
of  the  disease,  the  other  denying  it  altogether.  The  latter  paity,  de- 
sirous of  appearing  philosophical,  have  mistaken  paradox  for  philosophy, 
and  have  left  the  beaten  track  of  drawing  obvious  deductions  fiom  plain 
facts  as  old  and  out  of  fashion,  and  soared  into  the  regions  of  fancy, 
and  been  pleased  with  any  theory,  however  absurd,  for  accounting  for  the 
spread  of  the  disease,  except  that  which  is  obvious  to  the  common  sense  of 
mankind.  Hence  some  wiseacres  have  snuffed  the  cholera  in  the  gen- 
tle breeze — or  seen  it  months  before  it  really  appeared — "  in  a  few 
cases,"  say  they,  but  it  died  away — and  all  this  has  been  believed. 
But  more  of  this  hereafter. 

The  cholera  first  appeared  on  this  continent  at  Quebec,  in  June,  1832. 
Dr.  Morrin,  health  commissioner,  says  a  report  was  sent  from  Gross 
Island,  stating  their  fears  that  the  cholera  had  existed  on  board  the 
Carricks,  during  her  passage  ;  that  in  consequence,  he  visited  the  vessel ; 
found  that  she  had  left  Dublin  in  April,  and  that  39  persons  had  died 
on  board,  the  first  four  wrecks  of  her  passage,  with  a  disease,  if  not  cholera, 
much  resembling  it,  and  that  the  last  death  was  on  the  8th  May,  nearly 
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a  month  before  her  arrival,  "  The  vessel  was  quarantined,  the  passengers 
landed,  washed  and  cleaned  but  whether  the  passengers  Vvere  quaran- 
tined, is  not  stated,  though  it  is  probable  ihat  they  were,  hut  inelTectually. 
Dr.  M.  returned  from  the  vessel  on  the  6th  June.  A  doubtful  case  was 
reported  by  the  Resident  Pliysician  at  Gross  Island  on  the  8th.  The 
second  case  was  on  the  9th  ;  taken  ill  on  the  wharf  at  Quebec  while 
working  ;  "  same  evening  4  others  sickened  and  died."  It  was  ascer- 
tained," he  continues,  that  five  out  of  the  7  first  cases,  w^ere  retiH-n 
passengers  from  on  board  the  Voyageur  steam  boat,  which  boat  had  got 
passengers  from  on  board  two  or  three  emigrant  vessels  in  the  river, 
and  started  from  Quebec  up  river  ;  bad  weather  coming  on,  the  hoat  had 
to  return  on  the  7th,  and  land  '200  passengers,  they  finding  lodgings  prin- 
cipally in  that  part  of  Quebec  where  the  disease  broke  out,  and  com- 
mitted its  greatest  ravages."  I  must  say,"  says  Dr.  M.,  that  the  first 
case  was  considered  by  Dr.  Perrault  (who  is  since  dead  by  the  cholera) 
as  a  severe  case  of  the  cholera  of  the  country."  Tlie  Voyageur  proceeded 
to  ^Montreal,  not  aware  of  leaving  cholera  in  Quebec."  Before  her 
arrival  at  Montreal,  one  fatal  case  occurred  on  board,  and  a  second  was 
very  ill ;  and  the  two  first  cases  which  appeared  on  shore  in  Montreal, 
were,  I  am  credibly  informed,  from  on  board  the  boat.  Indeed,  the 
captain  verily  believ^es  he  received  it  from  on  board  a  vessel  which,  for 
reasons,  I  will  not  name.  Dr.  M.  says,  "  All  things  considered,  I  am 
satisfied  the  cholera  is  contao^ious."    Thus  far  Dr.  Morrin. 

This,  then,  is  the  history  of  the  first  appearance  of  the  disease  on  this 
continent.  Look  a  moment  at  the  circumstances.  It  appears  only  after 
the  arrival  of  a  vessel  coming  from  Ireland,  where  the  cholera  then 
was,  which  had  lost  39  passengers  by  a  disease  which  no  one  need 
doubt  was  the  cholera.  It  not  only  came  with  the  emigrants,  but  con- 
tinued with  them  ;  wherever  they  went  in  numbers,  there  the  cholera  al- 
most of  course  appeared. 

And  can  any  one  suppose  that  a  disease  so  peculiar  in  character, 
which  had  gradually  travelled  over  the  eastern  continent,  following  only 
the  line  of  direct  intercourse,  but  everywhere  retaining  its  distinctive 
character,  could  have  a  local  origin  in  Quebec  ?  And  what  are  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  this  city?  It  is  situated  in  a  high  northern  latitude, 
where  the  winter  is  long,  and  the  spring  so  late  that  the  first  of  June 
almost  may  be  said  to  commence  it,  and  where  the  atmosphere  is  cold, 
so  as  to  be  uncomfortable  sometimes  even  in  midsummer.  Can  any  one 
suppose  that  on  the  8th  of  June  the  sun  was  so  powerful  as  to  excite 
miasma  sufficiendv  malignant  to  have  generated  so  fatal  a  disease,  even 
if  the  city  was  much  more  filthy  than  any  one  pretends  that  it  is.  Be- 
sides, the  city  was  not  so  filthy  as  to  lead  one  to  suppose  that,  on  that 
account,  it  would  be  the  chosen  seat  of  cholera.  Quebec  is  mainly 
built  on  a  hill,  or  bluff,  having  a  street  running  at  the  base,  along  the 
river  bank.  But  this  street  can  scarcely  be  said  to  be  low,  because  the 
tide  runs  so  high  here  as  to  prevent  any  building  on  marshy  land  ;  and 
the  city  is  constantly  fanned  by  breezes,  either  from  up  or  down  the 
river.    But  suppose  the  city  was  so  filthy,  and  its  environs  ever  so  well 
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calculated  to  give  rise  to  pestilential  disease,  how  has  it  happened  that 
these,  being  in  existence  more  or  less  for  a  long  time,  should  for  the  first 
time,  in  1832,  have  generated  the  cholera  ?  Was  there  any  tiling  in  the 
circumstances  of  Canada,  as  to  climate,  or  soil,  or  season,  in  1832,  which 
so  much  resembled  Bengal  in  1818,  in  these  respects,  as  to  lead  one  to 
suppose,  on  the  strength  of  the  old  axiom  "  that  like  causes  pioduce 
hke  elFects,"  that  therefore  what  the  unusually  irregular  season  of  Ben- 
gal, almost  within  the  tropics,  had  produced  in  1818.  should  be  re-pro- 
duced in  the  wintry  climate  of  Quebec,  in  1832  ?  One  would  have  to 
unlearn  all  that  reading  or  observation  have  taught,  to  believe  that  the 
deleterious  influences  of  the  tropics,  be  they  from  earth  or  air,  would 
produce  the  same  phenomena  of  disease  as  the  deleterious  influences 
from  earth  or  air  within  the  polar  circle. 

But  some,  giving  up  this  position  as  untenable,  have  resorted  to  other 
modes  of  explanation.  The  winds,  say  they,  had  long  been  from  the 
east,  and  probably  they  blew  the  fatal  miasma  across  the  Atlantic,  and 
it  happened  to  strike  Quebec  first.  Let  any  one  look  on  the  map 
of  this  continent,  and  observe  Quebec,  distant  from  the  sea  several 
degrees  of  latitude  inland,  and  believe,  if  he  can,  so  strange  a  position. 
How  many  intermediate  places  must  it  have  passed,  and  what  circum- 
gyrations it  must  make  to  hit  on  so  small  a  point  1  Indeed,  he  who 
would  seriously  believe,  not  to  say  advocate,  such  a  story,  must  have 
arrived  at  the  ultima  ihiile  of  credulity,  and  need  not  afterwards  hesitate 
to  swallow  any  absurdity,  however  gross.  But  this  is  not  the  first  time 
the  winds  have  been  resorted  to  for  carrying  cholera.  Men  who  think  it 
requires  too  much  credulity  to  believe  that  a  disease  may,  under  certain 
favoring  circumstances,  be  communicated,  and  in  their  absence  be  harm- 
less, iiave  not  hesitated  to  use  the  winds  of  heaven  to  carry  it  many  a 
long  league  through  the  air,  and  this,  too,  when  these  same  winds  have 
blown  directly  contrary  ;  the  winds  probably  acting  on  the  cholera  miasm 
on  the  principles  of  solid  elastic  substances,  their  very  resistance  increas- 
ing the  force  in  the  opposite  direction ;  so  that  the  winds  are  used  to 
carry  the  miasm  forward  with  them,  or  if  necessary,  will  answer  as  well 
to  carry  it  in  an  opposite  direction,  though  when  they  can  have  their 
choice  they  prefer  that  it  should  carry  it  forward. 

The  disease,  as  we  have  already  seen,  arrived  at  Montreal  very  soon 
after  it  appeared  at  Quebec  in  the  manner  above  stated.  I  know  some 
have  denied  that  it  was  carried  there,  but  have  supposed  it  owing  to  a 
small  stream  which  runs  through  the  city.  To  this  it  should  be  replied, 
as  it  has  been  replied  to  the  assertion  of  its  local  origin  in  Quebec, 
it  was  too  early  in  the  season  for  miasma  of  so  malignant  a  nature  to 
have  been  developed.  Besides,  it  was  not  there  until  after  the  Voyageur 
arrived,  and  she  had  the  disease  on  board.  It  is  known  that  some  physi- 
cians have  asserted  (and  what  folly  will  not  some  assert),  that  the  disease 
existed  before,  sprung  up  and  died  away,  and  nothing  was  said  about 
it."  This  is  to  be  placed  on  a  par  with  statements  made  by  physicians 
here,  that  they  had  seen  the  disease  in  Boston  some  six  months  before  it 
really  broke  out.    The  same  thing  has  been  said  in  other  places,  and 
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arises  from  considering  the  disease  only  an  aggravated  form  of  common 
cholera.  One  circumstance  here  requires  a  passing  notice  as  not 
a  httle  remarkable,  although  it  is  not  peculiar  to  this  case ;  which  is, 
that  the  disease  should  have  broken  out  so  soon,  and  at  so  distant  a 
point  as  Montreal — 160  miles  from  its  origin,  in  Quebec — whilst  it  left 
all  the  intermediate  places  unaffected.  This  should  be  enough  to  settle 
the  question  of  its  being  communicable.  Now  botli  banks  of  the 
St.  Lawrence,  between  the  two.  cities  Quebec  and  Montreal,  are  so 
thickly  settled  as  to  appear  to  one  sailing  on  the  river,  like  a  continuous 
village ;  all  the  houses,  according  to  Canadian  custom,  being  built  on  the 
great  road.  Suppose,  then,  the  disease  to  be  carried  through  the  atmos- 
phere, and,  also,  to  delight  especially,  as  some  have  supposed,  in  fresh 
water  river  banks,  how  can  it  be  accounted  for  that  they  had  it  in  none 
of  the  intermediate  places  ?  It  may  be  said  to  be  owing  to  the  want  of 
any  considerable  town  between  the  two  cities  ;  but  Three  Rivers,  a  very 
considerable  village,  lies  between  the  two,  which  escaped.  Perhaps  it 
will  be  said  to  be  owing  to  the  peculiar  neatness  and  temperance  of  the 
Canadians  ;  but  they  do  not  seem  to  deserve  any  peculiar  exemption  on 
that  account. 

But,  on  the  supposition  that  the  disease  is  communicable,  all  the  cir- 
cumstances are  readily  explained.  The  intercourse,  when  the  river  is 
open,  between  Quebec  and  Montreal,  is  almost,  if  not  entirely,  by  boats 
and  other  craft  on  the  river :  the  steamboat,  going  up  and  down  the  river, 
scarcely  stopping  at  any  place  but  Three  Rivers,  which  is  about  half  way 
between  the  cities,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  in  wood,  and  this  but  for  a 
short  time  only.  It  may  be  asked  why  the  Voyageur  did  not  leave  the 
disease  here  ?  To  this  there  are  two  replies.  One  is,  that  it  does  not 
appear  that  she  stopped  here  ;  and  the  other,  that  if  she  did,  there  is  no 
probability  that  any  of  the  emigrants  would  land  there,  as  they  start  for 
Upper  Canada  and  the  United  States,  and  Three  Rivers  has  no  direct 
road  leading  to  the  States  ;  so,  that,  on  arriving  at  Quebec,  the  emigrant 
at  once  shapes  his  course  for  Montreal,  which  is  the  general  place  of 
rendezvous  and  starting  point  for  all,  whether  bound  to  Upper  Canada  or 
the  United  States.  Immediately  after  it  broke  out  at  Montreal,  it  took 
the  great  route  to  the  States,  by  La  Prairie  and  St.  Johns,  breaking  out 
in  all  the  considerable  villages  to  the  head  of  Lake  Champlain.  This 
part  of  the  way  is  usually  pt^rformed  on  foot.  Soon  after,  it  broke  out 
on  the  steamboats  which  navigate  this  lake,  and  was  carried  to  several  of 
the  villages  at  which  the  boats  stop,  until  it  arrived  at  Whitehall,  near 
which  place  several  hundreds  of  emigrants  were  quarantined  for  a  few 
days,  but  for  less  than  a  week,  when  they  were  permitted  to  go  where 
they  pleased.  Many  of  them  took  the  road  to  New  York,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river,  avoiding  Albany  and  the  other  considerable  towns, 
because  they  had  established  a  strict  quarantine  and  enforced  it  by  the 
military.  In  about  a  week  after  the  emigrants  were  pern)itted  to  leave 
quarantine  at  Whitehall,  the  disease  broke  out  in  New^  York,  and  was 
conveyed  back  to  Albany  in  about  the  same  time ;  where,  after  a  few 
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days.  It  took  the  line  of  the  Western  canal,  affecting  at  first  one 
of  its  extreme  points,  Rochester  or  Buffalo,  unless  Buffalo  received  it  from 
Canada  ;  afterwards  travelling  backwards  and  affecting  the  intermediate 
places.  All  these  different  and  distant  places,  which  were  attacked,  are 
upon  the  direct  route  of  emigrant  travel,  and  are  all  stopping-places  for 
that  class  of  people  ;  and,  on  the  theory  of  the  disease  being  contagious, 
the  plienomena  are  easily  accounted  for. 

It  may  be  asked,  how  it  happened  that  the  disease  should  have  broken 
out  at  places  so  distant  from  each  other,  leaving  all  the  intermediate 
places  for  a  time  unaffected.  To  this  it  should  be  answered,  that  all  the 
smaller  villages  established  a  quarantine,  and  wouid  not  permit  any  peison 
sick  with  a  suspicious  disease  to  be  landed  or  brought  into  their  villages. 
This  was  the  case  in  all  the  villages  on  the  canal ;  every  village  had  a 
health  officer,  and  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the  commanders  of  the  boats 
to  give  account  of  all  their  passengers,  and  to  report  any  who  were  sick, 
under  a  high  penalty  for  neglect ;  and  if  any  were  sick,  the  boat  was 
not  permitted  to  land  her  passengers,  but  was  compelled  to  go  on. 
A  boat  left  Albany,  after  the  disease  broke  out  there,  in  which,  before  it 
had  proceeded  a  hundred  miles,  the  disease  appeared.  This  boat  was 
forbidden  to  land  her  passengers  or  stop  at  any  intermediate  place  until 
It  arrived  at  Rochester,  near  800  miles.  There  the  people  had  learned 
that  the  disease  was  not  contagious,  and  that  restricted  intercourse  was 
uncalled-for  and  oppressive.  They  therefore  surmounted  the  vulgar 
prejudice  of  taking  precaution,  and  landed  the  people  of  the  boat,  after 
which  the  disease  broke  out  and  ravaged  the  town. 

Soon  after  the  cholera  broke  out  on  board  the  steamboats  on  Lake 
Champlain,  they  were  forbid  landing  any  of  their  passengers,  and  the 
boats  of  consequence  ceased  to  run.  A  strict  quarantine  was  also 
established  upon  the  Canadian  frontier;  In  consequence  of  which  the 
tide  of  emigration  took  its  course  up  tlie  northern  side  of  Lake  Ontario, 
scattering  the  disease  wherever  it  went,  as  at  Kingston,  York  and  Niagara; 
thence  it  proceeded  up  the  north  side  of  Lake  Erie,  some  passengers 
crossing  the  Niagara.  Meantime  the  boats  on  Lake  Erie  continued  to 
run,  carrying  the  emigrants  as  usual,  but  It  soon  broke  out  on  board  of 
them.  The  Henry  Clay  was  the  first  boat  on  which  it  broke  out.  This 
boat  left  Buffalo  with  the  United  States'  troops,  destined  to  Detroit. 
At  this  time  the  disease  was  not  known  to  be  upon  the  American  side, 
although  it  was  upon  the  Canadian.  She  lost  a  number  of  her  men,  and 
wherever  she  landed  passengers  she  left  the  disease,  so  that  it  spread 
throughout  many  parts  of  Michigan  ;  indeed,  wherever  the  troops  went, 
the  disease  followed  :  even,  as  it  was  said,  to  St.  Louis,  Louisville, 
Cincinnati  and  New  Orleans.  The  Henry  Clay,  after  landing  her 
troops,  returned  to  Cleaveland,  Ohio,  where,  after  much,  opposition,  the 
crew  were  landed  on  a  low  point  of  land  and  put  Into  rigid  quarantine. 
Several  of  the  sailors  had  the  disease  here,  but  it  spread  no  further  after- 
wards. Some  12  or  15  days  after,  a  woman  was  landed  with  the  disease. 
By  this  lime  the  Inhabitants  had  be^jun  to  think  quarantine  useless;  no 
precautions  were  used,  and  the  disease  spread  through  the  town.  In 
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short,  the  cholera  was  known  at  only  a  few  places  on  the  southern 
side  of  Lake  Erie,  except  where  the  boats  landed  emigrants,  although 
there  are  many  villages  scattered  along  the  shore  of  the  lake,  as  much 
exposed  to  the  effects  of  fresh  water,  and  as  large  as  those  where  it 
actually  existed.  An  emigrant  was  landed  at  Erie,  Penn.,  affected  with 
the  disease.  Slie  was  insulated  most  rigorously,  and  the  disease  did  not 
spread  any  further.  A  similar  state  of  things  existed  in  the  State  of  New 
York  ;  almost  all  the  villages  on  the  line  of  the  canal  were  ultimately 
affected  ;  while  on  the  stage  road,,  which  runs  parallel  to  the  canal,  but  a 
few  miles  distant,  the  villages  almost  entirely  escaped.  Nor  can  this  be 
satisfactorily  explained  by  mere  location,  because  the  villages  are  similarly 
situated,  as  to  fresh  water,  height  of  land  and  number  of  people.  The 
only  assignable  cause  was  that  the  etnigrants  and  poorer  people,  carrying 
the  disease  with  them,  travelled  more  by  the  canal  than  by  stages,  owing 
to  the  difference  of  expense  in  transportation. 

The  cases  are  not  few,  where  people,  who  have  fled  from  infected 
places,  have  been  taken  with  the  disease  in  villages  whither  they  had 
gone,  from  whom  it  has  spread  as  from  a  centre  to  the  surrounding 
population.  This  took  place  in  the  town  of  Schoharie,  as  was  learned 
on  the  spot.  Dr.  Morrin  reports  a  similar  case  of  Mr.  Ray,  who  took 
the  disease  and  carried  it  some  70  leagues  to  his  family,  of  which  several 
members  sickened  and  died  in  less  than  three  days.  In  addition  to  this, 
many  similar  instances  might  be  quoted  from  Medical  Journals  and  public 
papers. 

But  it  is  said  that  it  has  appeared  in  many  places,  to  which  it  could 
not  be  traced  by  individuals  or  merchandize.  This  may  be  true;  but  it 
is  apprehended  that  many  cases  which  have  been  adduced,  if  sifted 
thoroughly,  especially  v^hen  sporadic,  would  be  found  to  be  only  aggra- 
vated cases  of  common  cholera,  owing  to  causes  above  assigned  :  for 
little  reliance  could  be  placed  on  the  reports  of  post-mortem  examinations, 
even  if  they  were  uniform  in  appearances,  and  that  even  among  those 
skilled  in  this  business,  as  there  is  a  strong  predisposition  for  persons  to 
see  that  which  they  had  previously  made  up  their  minds  to  see.  But 
what  if  we  cannot  trace  every  case  to  a  contagious  source  ?  Is  our 
inability  to  do  this,  evidence  that  there  had  been  no  such  ?  One  step 
more  should  be  taken  ;  and  that  would  be  to  prove  to  a  certainty  that 
there  had  been  no  such  exposure ;  because  many  cases  can  be  traced  to 
a  previous  exposure,  and  our  ignorance  is  not  to  set  aside  positive  facts. 
The  friends  m.ay  say  that  the  suffering  individual  had  been  in  no  way 
exposed;  but  how  could  they  know?  Aye,  how  could  the  individual 
himself  tell,  even  if  he  were  in  a  situation  to  be  questioned  ?  How  indeed 
could  any  one  tell  every  place  in  which  he  had  been,  and  all  the 
circumstances  of  his  going  out  and  coming  in,  for  the  last  fortnight?  for 
there  is  good  evidence  to  believe  that  it  may  be  as  long  as  ten  days  after 
exposure  before  the  disease  breaks  out.  Besides,  the  same  thing  happens 
in  smallpox,  a  disease  whose  contagion  is  not  doubted.  This  disease  has 
broken  out  in  this  city,  when  it  could  not  be  traced  to  any  previous  case. 
This  thing  happened  last  v/inter  in  Dedham,  where  the  disease  broke  out 
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in  the  confluent  form  and  killed  the  patient ;  but,  up  to  this  time,  it  has 
not  been  traced  to  its  source.  Is  smallpox,  then,  not  contagious?  So 
we  are  bound  to  believe,  if  the  ar^^ument  to  prove  cholera  not  contagious 
is  good  for  anything;  and  especially  this  should  be  our  conclusion,  since 
the  laws  of  smallpox,  from  its  having  been  so  long  observed,  are  well 
known  ;  whereas  the  cholera  is  a  new  disease,  and  one  whose  laws  are 
yet  to  be  investigated.  But  it  is  said  that  many  persons  have  been 
exposed  to  the  disease  who  have  not  taken  it.  This  is  admitted  ;  but 
is  this  peculiar  to  cholera?  Does  not  the  same  thing  happen  in  smallpox 
and  other  contagions  ?  It  is  within  the  recollection  of  all  of  us,  that 
smallpox  broke  out  in  Belknap  street,  where  it  remained  long  enough 
to  have  a  second  crop  before  it  was  known.  Here  there  was  unrestrained 
intercourse,  but  still  very  few  took  the  disease.  No  one,  it  is  believed, 
who  knows  all  the  circumstances,  can  believe  that  all  the  unprotected 
by  vaccination  had  it.  But  if  it  were  so  here,  in  otiier  places  vaccination 
has  been  no  protection,  but  the  vaccinated  and  unvaccinated  have  alike 
been  attacked  by  it.  And  what  makes  the  difference  ?  Evidently  some- 
thing which  may  be  called  predisposition  ;  some  invisible  influence, 
undetected  by  mortal  organs,  but  which,  having  been  named,  has  been 
supposed  to  be  understood. 

All  diseases  acknowledged  contagious  are  not  at  all  times  equally  so. 
Who  that  has  read  Sydenham,  can  doubt  that  smallpox  contagion  is 
modified  by  epidemic  influenceSj  and  that  measles  and  scarlatina  are 
equally  so  ?  No  one  who  has  been  much  conversant  with  medical  prac- 
tice can  doubt.  All  this,  however,  has  been  overlooked  by  non-contagion- 
ists.  They  have  therefore  formed  a  test  for  cholera,  which,  applied  to 
any  other  acknowledged  contagious  disease,  would  set  aside  its  claims. 
\Vi;o  does  not  know  that  the  venereal  disease,  literally  a  contagious 
one,  is  not  invariably  so  r  Thei'e  is  good  reason,  from  observation,  to 
believe  that  of  those  exposed,  and  without  any  precaution,  not  more  than 
one  half  take  it.  And  it  is  somewhat  remarkable,  in  the  history  of  medical 
opinions,  that  when  this  disease  was  at  first  distinctly  characterized,  there 
were  many  who  denied  its  contagious  character  most  strenuously,  and 
believed  it  to  depend  on  miasmatic  influences.  True  philosophy  would 
teach  us  that  no  ne2;ative  can  set  aside  a  positive  fact  in  physics,  and 
least  of  all  so  in  medicine,  where  there  may  be  and  probably  are  innumera- 
ble unseen  causes  which  may  vary  the  result.  Supposing  one  of  us  had 
related  the  unusual  and  anomalous  manner  in  which  some  well-known 
medicine  had  affected  a  patient,  and  some  one  should  deny  the  statement, 
alleging  that  he  had  used  the  medicine  a  thousand  times  (if  you  will), 
and  that  it  had  never  produced  the  su[)posed  eflect,  and  therefore  never 
could.  Would  not  the  unanimous  opinion  be,  that  such  an  one  had 
better  begin  and  study  tiie  rudiments  of  the  profession?  Such  an  argument 
would  warrant  us  in  siftinf);  the  alle";ed  fact,  but  not  in  setting  it  aside. 

But  if  this  is  the  case,  when  treating  of  a  remedy  with  which  experience 
has  made  us  acquainted,  are  we  to  ap})ly  this  reasoning  to  a  disease, 
whose  laws  are  to  be  discovered,  and  set  aside  incontrovertible  facts, 
which  (for  the  present,  at  least)  can  be  accounted  for  on  no  other 
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hypothesis  than  contagion?  No;  let  us  put  ourselves  in  the  position  of 
learners  and  candid  observers.  All  who  have  watched  the  progress  of 
the  cholera  over  our  world,  must  acknowledge  that  its  spread  has  not 
corresponded  with  the  known  laws  of  mere  epidemic  influences.  This 
was  not  the  case  in  Boston.  It  is  put  to  all,  whether  the  disease  which 
we  had  here  last  autumn,  resembled  in  its  progress  an  epidenjic  catarrh — 
whether  its  breakins;  out  and  subsidinij,  in  different  sections,  and  its 
lingering  in  our  city — did  not  rather  resemble  measles  or  smallpox  than 
any  other  known  diseases?  And  what  if  we  could  not  tell  the  precise 
person  who  brought  the  disease  here  ;  was  it  wonderful,  on  the  supposition 
of  contagion,  that  it  came?  Had  we  not  sufficient  intercouise  with 
infected  places  to  have  it  brought  here  ?  was  it  not  rather  wonderful  that 
we  escaped  so  long  ?  And  He  alone  wlio  rules  the  destinies  of  cities, 
as  well  as  individuals,  can  tell  why  we  were  spared  so  long  and  escaped 
so  easily.  Whether  human  wisdom  and  vigilance,  on  the  part  of  govern- 
ments, will  ever  be  able  so  completely  to  cut  off  human  intercourse  as  to 
prevent  its  introduction  into  every  nation  and  kingdom  under  the  whole 
heaven,  until  it  shall  have  finished  its  appointed  work  of  scourging  the 
whole  family  of  man,  we  have  yet  to  learn. 

The  inefficiency  of  quarantine  regulations  in  preventing  the  introduction 
of  this  disease  hitherto,  has  been  owing  to  the  difficulty,  if  not  impossibility, 
of  preventing  intercourse  between  the  infected  and  the  non-infected. 
This  difficulty  is  found  insurmountable,  even  under  most  severe  military- 
regulations,  in  Europe  ;  for  even  in  cases  where  the  sentries  were  in  sight 
of  each  other,  and  the  penalty  of  instant  death  on  detection  was  known 
to  be  threatened,  intei'course  was  still  kept  up  under  cover  of  the  night. 
This  was  the  case  in  Prussia.  In  our  own  country,  where,  from  the 
intelligence  of  the  people,  every  man  is  a  police  officer,  the  same  difficulty- 
occurred.  As  an  illustration,  in  the  village  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  during  the 
heiglit  of  the  alarm,  and  w  hile  the  whole  northern  border  of  the  State  was 
put  under  the  most  rigid  quarantine,  there  were  from  ten  to  a  dozen 
individuals,  who  had  arrived  directly  from  Montreal,  leaving  there  after 
the  disease  broke  out,  who  had  taken  lodgings  in  one  boarding-house. 
The  information  was  received  from  a  })hysician  who  had  been  called  to 
visit  the  family,  and  who  said  that  tlie  master  of  the  house  stated  the  fact 
to  him  the  very  day,  in  July,  1832,  on  which  he  communicated  it  to  me. 
With  the  knowledge  of  such  a  fact,  one  can  appreciate  the  value  of  the 
assertion,  that  as  all  intercourse  had  been  out  off  between  this  country 
and  the  Island  of  Cuba,  therefore  the  disease  which  broke  out  there  must 
have  had  a  local  orioin. 

But,  after  all  that  has  been  said,  many  will  doubt  its  contagious  nature, 
and  will  attribute  it  to  almost  any  other  cause.  Atmospheric  influence 
has  already  been  mentioned  ;  and  to  what  has  been  said,  it  may  be  added 
that  it  would  be  difficult  for  any  one  to  point  out  any  epidenu'e  whose 
history  is  known,  and  which  can  be  fairly  attributed  to  atmospheric 
influence,  whose  manner  of  spreading  corresponds  at  all  with  that  of 
cholera. 

As  to  Telluric  influence,  as  it  is  not  easy  to  understand  what  else  than 


440 


Nitrate  of  Potass  in  Rheumatism, 


miasma  is  intended  by  the  term,  and  as  its  authors  have  seemed  to  prefer 
to  have  it  veiled  in  obscurity.,  it  will  not  be  attempted  to  develope  it, 
passing  it  by  as  one  of  the  resorts  of  that  philosophy  which  prefers,  rather 
than  acknowledge  ignorance,  to  retreat  behind  a  hard  name. 

After  all,  whatever  theory  may  be  adopted,  there  is  much  obscurity, 
and  many  things  which  are  difficult  to  be  accounted  for. 

The  action  of  the  disease,  so  far  as  by  reading  and  observation  one 
can  form  an  opinion,  is  upon  what  Hunter  calls  the  vita  diffusa  of  the 
body  ;  by  that  term  meaning  that  invisible  agency  which  makes  the  living 
animal  fibre  dilier  from  the  dead  ;  which  brings  particles  of  matter 
together,  and  holds  them  in  harmonious  union,  contrary  to  their  chemical 
affinities;  which  being  withdrawn,  the  chemical  laws  re-establish  their 
empire,  and  decomposition  is  the  result.  Upon  this,  then,  the  subtle 
poison  acts,  and  hence  the  cessation  of  all  those  acts  which  depend 
upon  it. 


NITRATE  OF  I'OTASS  IN  RHEUMATISM. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Royal  Medical  and  Chiruroical  Society,  London, 
Nov.  14,  a  paper  was  read  by  W.  R.  Basham,  M.D.,  '^'On  the  employ- 
ment of  nitrate  of  potass  in  acute  rheumatism  ;  with  suggestions  for  the 
use  of  saline  solutions  as  extei'nal  applications  in  local  rheumatic  inflam- 
mation." The  author  takes,  as  the  basis  of  his  essay,  the  following  facts  : 
1st,  that  in  acute  rheumatism,  as  in  other  inflammatoiy  diseases,  the  most 
important  changes  in  the  composition  of  the  blood  are  the  increased 
quantity  of  fibrine,  and  the  deficiency  of  the  saline  ingredients  ;  '2d,  that 
where  this  state  of  the  blood  exists  there  is  a  special  disposition  to  the 
deposit  of  fibrine,  and  the  formation  of  adventitious  tissues  ;  while  in 
diseases  in  which  the  fibrine  is  deficient,  and  the  salts  in  excess  in  tlie 
blood,  the  blood  does  not  coagulate,  and  haemorrhages  of  a  passive 
character  occur  ;  and  3d,  that  although,  as  his  own  experiments  have 
satisfied  him,  saline  solutions  have  not  the  power  of  dissolving  coagulated 
fibrine,  yet  certain  salts  in  solution,  mixed  with  the  blood  at  the  moment 
of  its  escape  from  the  body,  possess  the  property  of  suspending  or  retarding 
the  sep-tiration  of  the  fibrine.  He  next  inquires  whether  any  therapeutic 
principle  can  be  derived  from  these  facts,  and  proposes  the  question, 
whether  saline  remedies,  largely  employed,  may  not  suppress  the  tendency 
to  the  fibrinous  exudation,  or  retard  it,  so  as  to  give  time  for  other  reme- 
dies to  diminish  the  proportion  of  fibrine  present  in  the  blood.  With 
reference  to  this  question,  he  alludes  to  the  observations  of  several  phy- 
sicians on  the  use  of  nitrate  of  potash  in  acute  rheumatism,  and  details  his 
own  experience  of  its  efi^ects.  He  gives  one,  two,  or  three  ounces  of 
nitrate  of  potass,  largely  diluted  (in  two  quarts  of  water),  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours.  In  the  majority  of  cases  no  obvious  effect  is  produced  on  the 
force  or  frequency  of  the  pulse,  the  digestive  functions,  or  the  quantity  of 
urine  exuded.  But  the  urine  always  acquires  a  high  specific  gravity, 
and  nitrate  of  potass  may  be  detected  in  it.    The  swelling,  heat  and  pain 
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of  the  joints  affected  with  rheumatism  are  relieved  in  a  most  marked 
degree,  even  wlien  no  other  remedies  are  employed  at  the  same  lime. 
There  is  a  certain  amount  of  exemption  from  cardiac  complication  ; 
and  cardiac  inflammation,  when  present,, is  more  amenable  to  remedies. 
In  a  case  which  the  author  relates,  he  examined  the  blood  of  the  patient 
before  the  commencement  of  the  saline  treatment,  and  a^^ain  after  this 
treatment  had  been  continued  for  some  days.  In  the  first  instance  it 
was  buffed  and  cupped,  the  fibrine  was  in  excess,  and  the  salts  were 
deficient.  After  the  admlnisti'atlon  of  the  nitre  tliere  was  no  buffy  coat, 
the  proportion  of  fibrine  had  diminished,  and  that  of  the  salts  greatly 
increased.  The  author  presumes,  therefore,  that  while  the  internal  use 
of  the  nitrate  of  potass  assisted  to  restore  the  proportion  of  the  saline 
constituents,  tbe  other  treatment  employed  tended  to  lessen  the  excess 
of  fibrine.  Some  remarks  of  Mr.  Gulliver  have  led  the  author  to  inves- 
tigate the  effects  of  the  external  application  of  saline  matters  to  parts 
affected  with  rheumatism.  His  experiments  have  been  principally  made 
with  nitrate  of  potass.  In  chronic  rheumatism  he  has  used  the  iodide  of 
potassium,  and  in  gout  the  bibasic  phosphate  of  soda.  He  applies  the 
saline  substance  by  means  of  the  spongio-piline,  a  portion  of  which,  large 
enough  to  envelop  the  part  affected,  having  been  moistened  with  water, 
the  salt  employed  is  sprinkled  in  powder  freely  on  the  spongy  surface  :  it  is 
then  applied  to  the  part,  and  secured  with  a  roller.  In  numberless 
instances,  by  this  simple  treatment,  he  has  witnessed  the  most  palpable 
and  instant  relief  to  the  local  inflammation.  Constitutional  remedies 
were  employed  at  the  same  time,  but  the  relief  was  proved  to  be  due  to 
the  saline  applications,  by  the  fact,  that  where  several  joints  were  affected, 
only  those  were  relieved  to  which  the  salt  was  applied.  At  the  end  of 
the  paper  the  author  gives  an  abstract  of  seventy-nine  cases  of  acute 
rheumatism,  showing  the  results  of  treatment,  and  other  particulars. 

Dr.  Henry  Bennett  had  witnessed  the  results  of  a  similar  mode  of 
treatment  to  that  practised  by  Dr.  Basham,  in  Paris,  in  1837,  and  subse- 
quently. In  that  year,  M.  Gendrin  had  instituted  a  series  of  experiments 
with  the  nitrate  of  potash,  in  acute  rheumatism.  He  gave  it  in  doses 
varying  frorii  six  to  twelve  drachms.  He  had  seen  this  treatment  adopted 
in  about  as  many  cases  as  were  recorded  in  the  paper  before  them,  and 
with  the  same  result,  it  was  fi^und  to  be  a  safe,  powerful,  and  energetic 
remedy.  In  the  experiments  of  M.  Gendrin,  no  other  medicine  was 
given,  not  even  aperients.  The  result  of  the  treatment  was  generally 
successful,  but  in  every  tenth  or  twelfth  case  it  was  found  necessary  to 
resort  to  the  old  remedies,  bleeding,  calomel,  and  opium,  he.  It  was 
noticed,  also,  that  patients  treated  with  the  nitrate  of  potash  were  unusually 
free  from  cardiac  disease,  more  so,  indeed,  than  when  any  other  kind  of 
treatment  was  adopted.  Another  noticeable  circumstance  connected 
with  this  mode  of  treatment  was,  that  patients  recovered  more  rapidly 
from  the  disease  than  when  any  other  plan  was  pursued.  This  was  most 
important,  particularly  in  Paris,  where  bleeding  was  often  resorted  to, 
to  a  considerable  extent,  and  patients  were  consequently  kept  months, 
and  even  years,  in  a  weakly  condition.    He  had  never  seen  any  injurious 
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effects  from  the  large  doses  given.  This,  no  doubt,  was  owing  to  the 
large  quantity  of  fluid  in  which  the  medicine  was  dissolved.  In  all  cases 
of  poisoning  by  this  agent,  recorded  in  works  on  medical  jurisprudence, 
the  quantity  of  fluid  used  was  small.  The  plan  pursued  was  perfectly 
original,  and  the  originality  was  due  to  Dr.  Basham.  In  slight  rheumatic 
cases,  in  which  there  was  little  febrile  action,  this  treatment  was  most  bene- 
ficial, the  patients  recovering  in  four  or  five  days. 

Dr.  C.  J.  B.  Williams  inquired  the  number  of  days  that  it  required  to 
give  relief  to  the  acute  symptoms  in  rheumatic  fever. 

Dr.  Basham  said,  that  in  only  two  cases  had  he  treated  the  disease  by 
nitrate  of  potash  alone.  The  acute,  inflammatory  symptoms  usually  gave 
way  on  the  third  or  fourth  day  ;  and  it  was  important  to  state,  that  in  no 
one  case  treated  by  the  nitrate  of  potash  had  there  been  any  relapse. 
This  was  a  strong  recommendation  of  the  value  of  the  treatment,  when 
we  recollected  how  common  relapses  were,  when  the  other  modes  of 
treatment  were  employed.  In  the  first  instance,  he  had  given  as  much 
as  four  ounces  of  the  salt  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  but  he  had  now  reduced 
the  quantity  to  one  or  two  ounces  in  that  period.  A  great  quantity  ol 
the  salt  escaped  by  the  urine,  the  quantity  of  which  was  not  much 
increased,  but  its  specific  gravity  was  a  great  deal  higher,  averaging 
between  1030  and  1040.  This  increase  in  the  specific  gravity  he  con- 
sidered was  due  to  the  potash. 


THE  INSTRUMENT  FOR  TRACHEOTOMY. 

BY   MARSHALL   HALL,  M  D.,  ETC. 

Every  recollection  I  have  of  tracheotomy  convinces  me  that  it  is  far 
more  advisable  to  remove  a  circular  portion  of  the  trachea,  and  to  secure 
the  integuments  and  muscles  from  passing  over  the  orifice  made,  than  to 
use  a  tube. 

In  one  case,  after  the  use  of  the  tube  for  a  few  days,  with  much  inflam- 
mation and  irritation,  it  was  removed  entirely,  and  the  patient  breathed 
freely  several  weeks  through  the  orifice  only. 

In  another  case,  the  tube  excited  so  much  inflammation  as,  1  believe, 
to  prove  fatal. 

I  would  therefore  propose  the  rejection  of  the  silver  tube.  This  may 
be  still  more  necessary  in  tetanus  or  hydrophobia,  should  the  operation 
ever  be  performed  in  these  cases,  than  in  any  other,  on  account  of  the 
augmented  irritability  of  the  spinal  system. 

Reduced  to  this  simplicity,  therefore,  all  that  is  required  is  an  instrument 
for  removing  a  circular  portion  of  the  trachea.  A  steel  tube  with  an 
extremely  sharp  edge  at  the  lower  part,  to  which  a  piston  is  accurately 
fitted,  is  all  that  is  required.  All  haemorrhage  having  ceased,  this  tube 
must  be  accurately  applied  to  the  trachea,  and  with  a  little  force,  and 
the  piston  is  to  be  drawn  smartly  upwards.  The  portion  of  the  trachea 
is  drawn  into  the  tube  with  a  slight  report. 

It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  such  an  instrument  would  require 
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to  be  in  excellent  order,  and  to  be  used  with  a  skilful  hand.  The  pro- 
fession are  therefore  indebted  to  Mr.  Weiss,  who  kindly  volunteered  his 
aid  in  carrying  out  my  suggestion,  for  proposing  a  material  improvement 
in  my  instrument. 

It  may  be  known  that  a  steel  tube,  with  a  lower  cutting  edge,  through 
which  a  small  screw,  in  the  form  of  a  cork-screw,  is  made  to  pass,  is 
employed  for  removing  a  minute  portion  of  the  tympanum  in  certain 
cases  of  deafness.  Mr.  Weiss  proposed  to  use  a  little  cork-screw  of  this 
kind  instead  of  the  piston,  in  the  instrument  for  tracheotomy,  and  such 
an  instrument  is  now  before  me. 

The  portion  of  trachea  is  seized  by  the  screw,  and  the  steel  tube 
descends  with  a  rotatory  motion,  and  removes  the  portion  of  trachea 
with  the  utmost  facility  and  certainty. 

A  still  more  simple  instrument  could  be  constructed,  by  substituting  a 
small  tenaculum  for  the  cork-screw.  Indeed,  with  the  aid  of  a  small 
tenaculum,  the  skilful  surgeon  would  readily  remove  a  circular  or  oval 
portion  of  the  trachea,  by  means  of  a  couching-needle  or  a  very  small 
scalpel ;  or  such  an  instrument  might  be  made  to  revolve  round  a  fixed 
point.  Thus,  then,  the  profession  is  provided  with  a  ready  mode  of 
performing  tracheotomy. 

Besides  the  case  of  laryngitis,  of  tetanus,  or  of  hydrophobia,  the  patient 
in  the  stertor  of  drunkenness,  of  epilepsy,  or  of  apoplexy,  when  this  is 
extreme,  dies  of  asphyxia.  Now  that  tracheotomy  is  rendered  so  safe 
and  easy,  I  trust  such  an  event  will  not  again  be  permitted  to  occur. 

There  is  another  view  of  this  remarkable  question.  1  believe  no 
violent  general  convulsion  could  occur,  if  the  glottis  were  not  closed ;  in 
other  words,  if  the  trachea  were  opened.  Might  not  the  faculties,  or  the 
life  of  the  epileptic  patient,  be  preserved  by  tracheotomy,  the  orifice  being 
preserved  open  ?  The  wound  might  be  healed  like  that  of  the  pierced 
ear,  and  opened  or  closed  as  the  occasion  required.  I  would  propose  this 
measure,  as  a  preventive,  in  the  case  of  frequent  severe  epileptic  seizure. 
Over  the  orifice  a  proper  guard  might  be  worn,  permitting  the  ingress  and 
egress  of  the  air,  and  admitting  of  being  closed  at  will  for  articulation. 

One  gentleman  has  asserted  that  the  hydrophobic  patient  does  not  die 
of  asphyxia.  I  should  think  he  never  saw,  or  carefully  observed  and 
watched,  a  case  of  that  most  fearful  of  maladies,  as  he  is  obviously  unac- 
quainted with  the  writings  of  Dr.  Physick,  of  Philadelphia. 

I  need  not  remind  my  readers  of  the  importance  of  some  proper  instru- 
ment for  the  performance  of  tracheotomy  in  infants  and  children,  in  whom 
the  free  syace  over  the  trachea  is  so  limited. — London  Lancet. 
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Dr.  Jackson's  Iiitrodifxtory  Lecture. — When  the  present  term  opened  for 
the  annual  lectures  at  the  Medical  College  in  Boston,  it  devolved  upon  the 
Professor  of  Pathological  Anatomy,  J.  B.  S.  Jackson,  M.D.,  to  address  the 
class.  The  occasion  was  calculated  to  excite  both  speaker  and  auditors, 
while  they  were  comparatively  strangers  to  each  other,  but  brought  together 
under  circumstances  that  would  lead  to  an  acquaintance  as  enduring  aa 
their  lives.  Dr.  Jackson  is  one  of  those  retiring  men,  who  never  exhibit 
a  shade  of  ambition  to  place  themselves  prominently  before  the  public,  in 
any  attitude  ;  but  the  profession  long  since  discovered  his  rare  qualifica- 
tions, and  the  University  has  honored  itself  by  securing  his  services  in  the 
School  of  Medicine.  A  favorite  thought  is  carried  through  the  discourse, 
on  which  students  may  dwell  with  enthusiasm  and  profit,  which  is,  in  effect, 
that  whatever  you  do,  have  it  thoroughly  done.  Begin  with  the  elements, 
and  never  relax  till  every  jot  and  tittle  is  perfectly  and  clearly  understood. 
While  investigating  the  phenomena  of  disease,  there  must  be  no  slighting 
even  the  consideration  of  a  shadow  that  can  possibly  be  of  service.  Hurry- 
ing, too,  is  reprobated  ;  whoever  embarks  in  medicine,  must  be  patient  and 
persevering,  or  he  will  suffer  perpetual  disappointments,  discover  his  own 
imperfections — and,  worse  still,  so  will  the  people,  when  it  is  too  late  to 
recover  lost  ground.  In  closing.  Dr.  Jackson  urges  the  necessity  of  culti- 
vating a  spirit  of  harmony  towards  professional  brethren,  for  which  he  has 
our  thanks.  Physicians  are  strangely  prone  to  quarrel,  as  though  the 
world  were  too  small  for  their  occupancy  at  the  same  moment.  As  the 
wheels  of  time  roll  round,  however,  the  discovery  is  generally  made  by 
those  pugnacious,  domineering  kind  of  persons,  who,  like  western  land 
squatters,  are  determined  to  have  all  that  joins  them,  that  mankind  cannot 
be  driven  to  like  those  who  only  like  themselves. 


Infant  Therapeutics. — That  indefatigable  worker,  who  never  allows  a 
single  talent  entrusted  to  his  care,  to  remain  unemployed,  John  B.  Beck, 
M.D.,  of  the  New  York  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  has  given 
the  medical  public  a  series  of  essays  on  a  subject  that  cannot  be  too  closely 
studied  by  professional  gentlemen,  viz. — Infant  Therapeutics.  Now  this 
is  certainly  a  modest,  unpretending  title,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  sub- 
jects of  grave  import  are,  in  its  pages,  brought  under  the  examination  and 
critical  eye  of  one  of  the  most  learned  and  celebrated  medical  writers  in 
the  country.  It  is  far  from  stooping  down  from  an  eminence,  when  such 
a  person  endeavors  to  instruct  us  in  regard  to  the  proper  manner  of  pre- 
scribing for  children.  They  are  nations  in  miniature — and  whatever  con- 
duces to  the  stability  of  their  physical  and  moral  condition,  is  worthy  of 
the  profound  consideration  of  the  highest  orders  of  intellect.  Prof.  Beck 
first  discourses  on  the  effects  of  opium  on  the  young  subject.  The  sum  of 
the  argument  is  this — that  it  should  rarely  be  administered.  Should  it 
ever  be,  to  very  young  infants?  Let  all  new  beginners  in  practice,  read 
this  part  of  the  book  with  fixed  attention.    Next,  an  essay  on  the  effects  of 
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emetics  on  ihe  young  subject.  Dr.  Beck  is  down  upon  emetic  tartar  for 
children.  Half  the  mothers  in  New  England,  it  is  presumed,  keep  a  phial 
of  antimonial  wine,  with  which  they  dose  their  little  ones  with  as  much 
unconcern  as  they  prepare  their  toilet.  This  point  requires  looking  after. 
How  many  infants  have  died  in  consequence  of  the  irresponsible  manner 

I   of  giving  emetic  tartar,  no  record  will  ever  show.    Essay  III.  relates  to 

'  the  effects  of  mercury  on  the  younsf  subject.  In  this,  too,  Dr.  Beck  dis- 
plays a  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  whole  domain  of  practice.  Without 
detailing  the  views  or  reasonings  of  the  author,  it  is  enough  to  remark  that 
he  has  been  judiciously  exploring  a  field  that  promises  a  rich  harvest.  He 
has  given  the  lead  in  a  class  of  researches  that  others  will  be  moved  to 
pursue,  from  a  conviction  that  it  is  essential  to  inquire  whether  all  the  arti- 

^  cles  reputed  to  be  remedies  are  really  so  ; — and  further,  have  not  the  claims 
of  infants  been  too  much  overlooked  and  neglected,  in  the  effort  to  cope 
with  the  infirmities,  accidents,  liabilities  and  maladies  of  adults?  Copies 

i  are  to  be  had  at  Ticknor  &  Co.'s. 


Reese's  Medical  Lexicon. — Two  essentia]  qualities  are  discoverable  at 
sight,  in  this  gem  of  a  dictionary,  viz. — brevity  and  truth.  Among  quite 
a  pile  of  lexicons,  all  of  which  are  excellent,  no  one  of  them  can  compare 
with  this  for  compactness.  In  one  single  line,  the  whole  explanation  of  a 
term  is  given,  and  hence  it  is  to  all  intents  and  purposes  a  student's  hand- 
book. Messrs.  S.  S.  &  W.  Wood,  of  New  York,  have  published  a  new 
edition,  enriched  by  the  addition  of  several  hundreds  of  words  not  found 
in  any  other  dictionary — says  the  title  page — and  this,  too,  is  a  condensed 
edition.  The  faculty  of  condensing  a  thousand  pages  octavo,  into  two 
hundred,  six  inches  by  four,  retaining  all  the  while  the  gist  and  essence  of 
the  whole,  is  no  every  day  circumstance.  In  this  little  handy  affliir,  how- 
ever, students  and  physicians  are  put  in  possession  of  an  admirable  book 
of  reference,  that  is  none  the  less  useful  for  being  in  miniature.  D.  M. 
Reese,  M.D.,  resident  physician  of  Bellevue  Hospital,  New  York,  and 
extensively  known  as  the  editor  of  Cooper's  Surgical  Dictionary,  is  the 
author.    To  be  had  at  Ticknor  &  Co.'s,  Washington  street,  Boston. 


Clinical  Midwifery. — This  is  a  duodecimo  of  23S  pages,  neatly  printed^ 
which  illustrates  whatever  is  formidable  in  obstetricy  by  a  recital  of  cases* 
The  author  is  that  man  of  authority  in  this  department  of  practical  medi- 
cine, Robert  Lee,  M.D.,  of  the  Bristol  Lying-in  Hospital,  London.  Messrs. 
Lea  &  Blanchard,  of  Philadelphia,  have  re-published  it  from  the  revised 
English  edition.  A  thrilling  interest  is  felt  in  reading-  the  trying  circum- 
stances under  which  the  writer  was  often  placed,  life  and  death  being  nearly 
equipoised  ;  but  the  value  of  a  scientific  acquaintance  with  the  structure  of 
the  pelvic  region,  ingenuity  in  the  application  of  means  at  the  instant  of 
danger,  exhibit,  in  this  admirable  book  of  precedents,  the  genuine  triumphs 
of  skill,  art  and  science  combined.  If  the  experience  of  oihers  in  circum- 
stances the  most  trying,  is  of  any  importance  to  practitioners — and  there 
can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is — it  strikes  us  that  this  plain  statement  of  facts  in 
practice  must  be  exceedingly  important,  and  a  special  attention  is  therefore 
bespoken  in  behalf  of  Lee's  Clinical  Midwifery. 


Life  Insurance. — With  such  facilities  as  are  furnished  by  Life  Insurance 
Companies,  for  securing  a  competency  for  a  family,  under  the  multiplied 
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contingencies  and  uncertainties  of  life,  it  is  really  astonishing  that  profes- 
sional men  do  not  ofiener  take  out  policies.  A  striking  instance  of  the 
vahie  of  this  kind  of  provision  recently  occurred  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Habberton, 
of  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  who  paid  only  nine  dollars  and  ninety-seven  cents, 
and  died  of  pleurisy  four  months  after,  leaving  one  thousand  dollars  for  his 
bereaved  family,  which  was  promptly  paid  by  the  American  Mutual  Com- 
pany, at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  of  which  Prof.  Silliman  is  President.  A 
gentleman  agreed  to  call  at  the  Boston  office  a  few  weeks  ago,  to  take  out 
a  policy  the  next  day,  but  neglected  to  do  so.  He  has  since  died  from 
home,  of  a  sudden  and  fatal  attack  of  sickness.  An  ample  fund  might, 
by  a  few  minutes'  attention  before  leaving  home,  have  been  secured  to  his 
afflicted  family.  We  have  repeatedly  urged  the  consideration  of  this 
subject  upon  our  medical  brethren,  and  still  feel  that  it  is  worth  their 
immediate  attention. 

The  above  named  Company,  of  which  Oliver  Brewster,  Esq.,  No.  4 
State  street,  Boston,  is  the  Agent,  at  the  close  of  November,  one  year, 
issued  nearly  one  thousand  policies,  and  lost  but  two  persons  in  that  lime — 
one  of  $2,000,  and  another  of  83,000.  The  rates  are  said  to  be  twenty-five 
per  cent  lower  than  any  other  Company,  and  the  payments  to  be  made  as 
the  party  please,  either  semi-annually  or  annually. 


Cod  Liver  Oil. — H.  B.  Skinner,  M.D.,60J  Cornhill,  Boston,  is  a  manu- 
facturer of  this  now  much-admired  remedy.  He  is  successful  in  overcoming 
the  offensive  fishy  odor,  which  is  one  of  the  formidable  obstacles  with 
some  to  its  internal  administration.  In  transparency  and  freedom  from 
impurities,  specimens  from  this  establishment  are  quite  unobjectionable, 
and  the  demand  for  a  pure  article  is  constantly  increasing.  Those  embarked 
in  the  enterprise  of  furnishing  the  medical  market  must  reap  a  rich  harvest. 

Mr.  Souther,  in  Leverett  street,  has  also  acquired  reputation  for  the 
elegant  manner  of  putting  up  the  oil  of  his  make.  Till  he  gave  us  some 
statistics  in  regard  to  the  extent  of  this  comparatively  new  business  in 
Boston,  we  had  no  conception  of  the  active  demand  for  cod  liver  oil. 
Mr.  Souther,  in  the  first  place,  has  quite  a  squadron  of  fishermen  under  his 
patronage,  who  are  deriving  an  unexpected  revenue  from  a  source  never 
contemplated  by  them  till  this  new  enterprise  was  started.  Mr.  Souther 
manufactures  hundreds  upon  hundreds  of  gallons,  in  a  short  space  of  time — 
and  to  keep  his  presses  working,  he  is  receiving  daily  the  raw  material, 
sometimes  as  many  as  ten  barrels  a  day,  of  the  livers  of  cod-fish,  from 
which  alone  the  true  medicinal  cod  liver  oil  is  procured.  Boxes  of 
beautifully  labelled  bottles  are  sent  ofT  in  all  directions;  and,  although 
considerable  competition  already  begins  to  be  exhibited,  the  supply  from 
all  reliable  sources  is  represented  to  be  inadequate  to  meet  the  influx  of 
orders  from  abroad. 

An  oil  is  also  obtained  from  the  skate,  ling,  cusk,  and  some  other  fishes 
on  this  coast;  but  less  confidence  is  reposed  in  either  of  these  oils  than  in 
that  from  the  cod.  This  oil  consists  chiefly  of  oleic  and  margaric  acids, 
in  union  with  glycerin,  combined  with  a  small  proportion  of  resinous 
matter,  phosphoric  acid,  iodine  and  bromine.  Its  medical  properties  are 
ascribed  to  the  iodine,  small  as  the  quantity  is  in  any  given  quantity. 

In  strumous  diseases,  much  reliance  is  placed  on  its  action.  Its  flattering 
influences  are  fully  admitted  by  taking  a  few  ounces  habitually  ;  and  the 
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complexion,  too,  is  represented  to  become  clear  and  much  improved  by 
persisting  in  its  use.  This  IVict  may  ultimately  lead  to  its  patronage  among 
ladies,  as  a  cosmetic. 


Births,  Marriages  and  Deaths  in  Hartford,  Conn. — The  returns  of 
births,  marriages  and  deaths,  in  the  town  of  Hartford,  for  the  year  endmg 
August  7th,  1848  (made  by  the  School  District  Committees  to  the  Town 
Clerk,  in  compliance  with  the  law  of  last  session),  exhibit  the  followmg 
result:— Whole  number  of  births,  293.  Marriages,  HO.  Deaths,  213. 
Of  these,  died  of  consumption,  36 — lung  fever,  14— scarlet  fever,  9— typhus 
fever,  9 — old  age,  9 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  9 — dropsy,  7 — croup,  8 — dis- 
eases of  the  heart,  7 — dysentery,  7 — fits,  7 — smallpox,  5 — ship  fever,  4 — 
apoplexy,  3 — hooping  cough,  3 — neuralgia,  3 — erysipehis,  3 — accident,  6 — 
suicide,  1 — other  diseases,  40 — causes  not  returned,  23.  Under  1  year  of 
age,  29 — between  1  and  5  years,  30—5  to  10,  9—10  to  15,  5—15  to  20, 
17—20  to  25,  14—25  to  30,  14—30  to  40,  21-40  to  50,  11—50  to  60, 
15—60  to  70,  20—70  to  80,  18—80  to  90,  7— over  90,  1— age  not  re- 
turned, 1. — Courant. 


Br.  B.  Bowler  and  the  Academy  of  'Natural  Sciences,  Philadelphia. — 
"VVe  are  gratified  to  learn  that  our  confrere  and  fellow-citizen.  Dr.  Bennett 
Dowler,  has  received  from  this  learned  and  scientific  academy  the  honorable 
title  of  Corresponding  Member.  We  believe  he  is  the  first  physician  of  the 
South  who  has  been  thus  honored;  and  his  laborious  researches  into  natural 
science  and  their  kindred  subjects,  fully  entitle  him  to  this  distinction.  We 
congratulate  Dr.  D.,  and  trust  he  may  live  to  gain  yet  higher  honors  in  the 
field  of  science. — N.  Orleans  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal. 


Re-vaccination  of  the  Prussian  Army. — The  re- vaccination  of  the  Prus- 
sian army  w'as  continued  during  1847.  In  that  year,  43,264  soldiers  were 
vaccinated  ;  34,234  bore  evident  traces  of  previous  vaccination.  The 
operation  succeeded  in  25,544  cases,  was  irregular  in  7425,  and  failed  in 
10,627.  Practised  afresh  in  those  with  whom  it  had  failed,  it  proved 
effectual  in  2718  cases,  and  unsuccessful  in  8052. 


Married, — In  Boston,  John  Renloii,  IM.D.,  to  Miss  A.  Lewis. — Dr.  John  O.  Stone,  of  New 
York,  to  Miss  C.  C.  Jackson. — At  Leicester,  Mass.,  Dr.  Charles  W.  Whitcomb  to  Miss  M.  M. 
Estabrooks. — Dr.  Lemuel  L.  Dickinson,  of  East  Haddani,  Conn.,  to  x^Iiss  H.  Johnson. — Edward 
H.  Parker,  M.D.,  of  Boston,  to  Miss  S.  O.  fleydock. — Li  Sunderland,  Mass.,  Dr.  Jonathan  Linnell 
to  Miss  F.  Graves. — In  Tempteton,  Ms.,  Albigence  Pierce,  M.D.,  of  Strafford,  Vt.,  to  Mrs.  Louisa 
Bryant,  of  Templeton. — In  Wilmington,  Dr.  Jonathan  ]3rown,  of  Tewksbury,  to  Miss  Olive 
Thompson. 


DiED,~-iDr.  Edward  Skillman,  of  Ouachita,  Louisiana,  killed  in  an  affray,  by  Dr.  Byrd,  of 
Baton  Roug-e. — At  Somerville,  Mass.,  Solomon  Keep,  RI.D.,  36. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  endino  Dec.  23d,  75. — Males,  44 — females,  3L — Of 
consumption,  12 — typhus  fever,  3 — scarlet  fever,  13 — lung  fever,  3 — disease  of  the  heart,  3 — croup, 
5 — pleurisy, 1 — infantile,  2 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2 — old  age,  2 — erysipelas,  2 — intemperance, 
1 — child-bed,  3 — smallpox,  1 — paralysis,  1 — canker,  1 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — hooping- 
cough,  2 — disease  of  tlie  bowels,  1 — accitlcntal,  2 — teething,  1 — debility,  1 — suicide,  2 — marasmus^ 
3 — influenza,  1 — convulsions,  1 — dysenter}',  1 — disease  of  the  brain.  1. 

Under  5  years,  33 — between  5  and  20  years.  4 — between  20  and  40  years,  22 — between  40 
aad  60  years,  11 — over  60  years,  5. 
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Medical  Miscellany. — A  fine  class  of  Students  is  in  attendance  nt  the  BufFalo  Medical 
College.  The  new  stone  building,  100  by  00  feel,  is  under  cover  and  will  be  completed 
for  the  next  term.  Drs.  Bryant  and  Sweelser,  of  Geneva,  are  very  popular,  alliiough 
new  professors.  Dr.  Bryant's  introductory  on  the  life  and  character  of  Baron  Larrey, 
is  in  press — a  good  thing,  too. — It  was  unusually  sickly  at  F*ort  Braya,  Africa,  at  the 
latest  dates.  —  Dr.  J.  S.  Jones,  of  Boston,  has  received  the  prize  recently  otiered  for  the 
best  local  drama. — Scarlet  fever  is  now  quite  rife  in  Boston. — In  1843,  the  total  number 
of  lunatics  in  England  and  Wales  was  computed  at  20,000,  and  in  1847,  at  23,000.  The 
nn(nber  at  present  is  estimated  at  30,000.  Of  these,  about  5000  belong  to  the  higher 
and  tniddle  classes,  and  18,000  are  paupers.  —  Sivori,  the  violinist,  gave  his  last  concert, 
a  short  time  aijo,  at  Valparaiso,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sick  at  the  hospital  there. — Small- 
pox has  appeared  at  Clintonville,  Mass  ,  and  also  at  Great  Falls,  N  M. — Dr.  Boynton 
has  lectured  at  the  Tabernacle,  in  N«w  York,  on  the  gold  fever,  now  spreading  over 
the  world  like  an  epidemic. — Chloroform  maybe  used  with  singular  advantage  in 
asthma. — Sir  Michael  Faraday,  the  London  Chemist,  is  represented  to  have  discovered* 
a  new  meclianical  power,  connected  with  magnetism. — Medical  adventurers  of  every 
grade  of  acquiretnents  are  gone  and  going  to  California. 


SURG-IGAL  INSTRUMENTS. 
J.  W.  Phelps  would  annonnce  to  the  medical  protes.^ion,  ilial,  during  his  late  tour  in  Europe,  he 
secured  the  aseiir.y  for  the  sale  of  Weiss  and  Sou's  (Loudouj  celebrated  Surjiical  lusirnnienta, 
and  since  his  return  has  received  an  invoice  comprising  Am|tuiaiiiig,  Trepanning  and  Obstetrical  In- 
stnuneais  of  new  patterns.  Segala's  Speculum  Vagins,  Jordan's  Ear  Lamp,  Reservoir  Syringes 
with  metallic  pisKms,  Pocket  Cases,  &c..  These  luslruments  are  known  to  the  profession  as  ih© 
best  in  use,  atid  are  supplied  hy  this  I>oudon  house  to  nearly  all  the  Hoipiials  aiul  eminent  surgeons 
of  Europe.  From  the  same  house  the  sni)scriher  will  he  sup[ilied  with  all  new  inventions  and  im- 
provemeuts  in  ilie  an,  as  they  appear  froui  time  to  time  in  Europe.  The  ahove  articles,  with  many 
not  eu'imei  aied,  lo^elller  with  a  full  assort  uient  of  his  own  Patent  Convex  Spiral  Trusses  and  Ab- 
dominal Supporters,  may  be  found  at  176  Tremont  St.,  opposite  Tremont  House,  Boston.    Oc25— 6ra 


FRBSH  AND  GENUINE  DRUGS  AND  MEDICINES 
Of  superior  quality,  carefully  prepared  lor  Physicians'  use,  and  for  sale  on  the  most  favorable  terras, 
at  33  Treuiont  Row,  Boston,  by  .JOSEPH  BURNETT, 

Feb.  10— If.  (Successor  to  T.  Metculf.) 


JOSEPH  BURNETT, 
Apothec.miy  (Successor  to  T.  Metcalf),  No.  33  Tremont  Row, 
Offers  to  Surgeons  and  Dentists,  the  best  selected  assoi  tment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  in  t!:e  city, 
consisting  in  part  of  Amputating,  Trepanning,  Obstetrical,  Dissecting,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eye,  and 
Cooper's  Cases;  Scariticalors,  Catheters,  Bougies,  Stomach  Pumps,  Injecting  do.,  Spring  and  1  hnnib 
Lancets,  Dissect inir  and  Dressing  Scissors,  Trocars,  Needles,  Bistouries ;  Dressing.  Di.ssecling,  Poly- 
pus and  Throat  Forcejis,  Tonsil  Instrnutents, &c. &c.,  of  American,  English  and  French  mannlacture. 

E.v.tracting  Ff>rce|)s,  of  Chevalier's  manufarture  from  Dr.  Flagg's  patterns,  in  sets  of  12,  or  singly, 
of  superior  form  and  finish ;  Excavators,  Burrs,  Pluggers,  Drills,  Files;  Cutting,  Splitting  and  Punch- 
ing Forceps ;  Gold  and  Platina  Plate  and  Wire,  common  and  fine  Solder,  Si)iral  Springs,  Gold  and  Tin 
Foil,  Mineral  Teeth,  in  great  variety,  (much  the  largest  assortment  to  be  foun<l  in  New  England),, 
Grindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  departments  ol  Dentistry. 

Instruments  sharpened  and  repaired  at  short  notice. 

[!□='  All  orders  from  the  country  shall  receive  carelul  and  prompt  attention. 

Feb.  10.  — tf  ; 


DR.  JARVIS'S  ADJUSTER. 
This  newly-invented  instrument  for  reducing  fractures  and  dislocations — Also,  single  and  double 
pa  l  Glass  Trasses,  Reinhard t's  manufact ine,  and  Dr.  Cutter's  Abdominal  Supporters,  tor  sale  by 
N.  HUlVT,  Sargicallnsirument  manufacturer  128  Washington  street.  Sept. 30. —tt 


SOHAUFFLBR  &  LEUKHARDT-364  Washington  Street, 

Manufacturers  of  Stethoscopes  of  every  description.  Inhaling  Tubes  of  different  patterns,  Probangs, 
and  other  kinds  of  Instruments,  and  handles  of  wood  and  ivory,  which  belong  to  the  Physician's  and 
Dentists'  profession.  In  regard  to  the  finish,  style  and  price,  i^hey  hope  to  give  full  satisfaction  to  all 
who  give  them  a  call.    All  repairings  done  promptly  and  neatly.  Sep.  27 — 13t. 


INFIRMARY  FOR  THE  CURE  OF  HERNIA  AND  ANALOGOUS  DISEASES. 
The  undersigned  will  continue  to  treat  and  effecl  a  s;7eed(/ cu/e  of  Hernia  or  Rupture,  Varicocele, 
(fee,  by  his  ncvo  rnetkod  of  operation,  under  almost  every  variety  of  form  in  which  they  are  present- 
ed to  the  care  of  the  surgeon,  without  the  use  of  irvuses  or  suspensories.  Irreducible  hernia  of 
long  standing  made  reducible,  and  a  cure  acconiplished  in  most  cases.  Patients  from  the  country 
are  informed  th-il  additional  private  accommodations  have  been  recently  secured  for  their  conveni- 
ence and  comfort  while  under  treatment. 
Applications  must  be  made  at  No.  9  Winter  Street,  or  No  2  Exeter  Place,  Boston. 

April  7— eoptf  G.  HEATON.  M.D. 


VACCINE  VIRUS. 

Physicians  in  any  section  of  the  United  States,  can  procure  ten  quills  charged  with  Pure  Vaccine 
Virus  by  return  of  mail,  on  addressing  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  en- 
closing one  dollar,  j90A-i  paid,  without  which  no  letter  will  be  taken  from  the  ofiice.  Feb.  8. 
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OBSERVATIOiNS  ON  COLLODION  IN  THE  TREATMENT  OF  DISEASES 

OF  THE  SKIN. 

BY  ERASMUS  WILSON,  ESi^.,  F.R.S. 

It  is  now  about  four  months  since  a  solution  of  gun-cotton  in  sulphuric 
ether  (collodion)  was  placed  in  m)^  hands  by  Messrs.  Bell,  of  Oxford 
street,  and  since  I  first  proceeded  to  employ  it  in  the  treatment  of  cuta- 
neous diseases.  1  was  at  that  time  much  interested  in  the  medical  pro- 
gress of  a  young  lady  (the  daughter  of  a  physician  in  the  west  of  Eng- 
land) who  had  been  suffering  for  many  years  with  scrofulous  ulceration 
of  the  skin  in  various  parts  of  the  body.  She  had  been  under  my  care 
for  several  months,  and  the  sores  were  much  improved,  but  they  were 
nevertheless  very  far  from  being  healed.  The  diseased  skin  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  being  worm-eaten,  its  hollows  were  filled  with  pus,  which 
burrowed  under  the  surface,  and  it  was  moreover  thickened  and  congest- 
ed. By  the  constitutional  treatn»ent  which  I  had  pursued,  I  had  to  a 
considerable  degree  corrected  the  pyogenic  tendency  of  her  system  ;  but 
I  felt  the  want  of  a  local  remedy  that  would  serve  as  an  impermeable 
covering  to  the  surface — in  fact,  take  the  place  of  the  lost  epidermis, 
and  act  the  part  of  an  artificial  scarf-skin.  I  had  tried  vulcanized  caout- 
chouc spread  with  adhesive  plaster,  gutta  percha,  nitrate  of  silver,  astrin- 
gent solutions,  ointments,  and  pressure  by  bandage,  in  vain — the  remedy 
was  not  as  yet  found.  1  was  revolvino^  this  difficulty  in  my  mind  when 
the  collodion  was  put  into  my  hand.  The  bearer  of  the  little  bottle  may 
remember  my  exclamation,  that  "  that  was  exactly  the  thing  I  wanted." 

On  the  next  visit  of  my  patient,  I  removed  the  dressings  from  the 
sores,  and  pencilled  them  over  with  the  new  agent,  which  covered  the 
surflice  with  a  powerfully  adhesive  film,  of  about  the  thickness  of  gold- 
beater's skin,  and  effectually  represented  the  lost  scarf-skin.  A  piece  of 
dry,  soft  linen  was  the  only  additional  covering  required,  and  she  left  me, 
much  delighted  at  the  abandonment  of  the  local  applications  and  band- 
ages. This  young  lady  has  since  continued  to  apply  the  collodion  her- 
self, night  and  morning,  until  the  present  time,  when  the  sores  are  nearly 
well,  and  the  congestion  and  scrofulous  thickening  of  the  skin  al- 
most gone. 

From  careful  observation  of  the  effects  of  the  collodion  in  this  case,  I 
found  it  to  possess  four  important  properties,  namely  ; — < 
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First.  That  of  a  mild  stimulant. 

Second.  That  of  an  efficient  substitute  for  the  natural  scarf-skin. 
Third.  That  of  a  mechanical  compress. 

Fourth.  That  of  an  adhesive  glue,  from  which  quality  it  derives  its 
name. 

First.  As  a  mild  stimulant,  it  is  fitted  to  exert  a  local  alterative  action 
on  the  congested  capillaries  of  a  chronic  ulceration,  and  give  activity 
to  the  healing  process. 

Second.  In  its  character  of  a  substitute  for  the  absent  scarf-skin,  it  is 
transparent,  pliant,  and  more  or  less  impermeable,  according  to  the  thick- 
ness of  the  layer  that  may  seem  to  be  required. 

Third.  Its  most  remarkable  property,  as  it  seems  to  me,  is  the  contrac- 
tion which  occurs  during  the  desiccation  of  the  collodion,  and  which  pro- 
duces a  local  pressure  of  considerable  power  on  the  surface  to  which  it 
is  applied.  Thus,  in  the  case  above  related,  the  congestion  of  the  thick- 
ened skin  was  relieved  by  the  varnish-like  film  of  collodion  spread  upon 
its  surface,  by  means  of  a  camel-hair  brush,  as  completely  as  if  a  nicely- 
adjusted  bandage  had  been  placed  over  it.  In  another  instance,  I  found 
a  film  of  collodion  entirely  remove  a  purple  congestion  (resulting  from 
imperfect  circulation)  from  the  tip  of  the  nose,  in  a  lady  who  had  long 
suffered  from  the  annoyance.  In  a  third  case,  in  which  the  fingers  of 
an  elderly  lady  were  congested  and  blue,  and  the  congestion  was  at- 
tended by  pain  and  throbbing,  like  that  which  accompanies  chilblains,  the 
collodion  produced  so  much  contraction  as  to  render  their  tips  white  and 
bloodless,  and  I  was  obliged  to  discontinue  the  application  in  con- 
sequence. 

Fourth.  The  glue-like  property  of  the  collodion  is  evinced  in  its  adhe- 
sion of  cut  surfaces,  a  property  which  is  much  increased  by  the  contrac- 
tion above  mentioned.  When  employed  with  the  purpose  of  keeping 
together  the  edges  of  an  incision,  a  piece  of  cambric  or  thin  linen  rag 
should  be  dipped  in  the  solution,  and  placed  along  the  line  of  incision, 
after  the  cut  edges  have  been  adjusted  and  carefully  dried,  perfect  dry- 
ness of  the  skin  being  a  necessary  condition  to  the  adhesion  of  the  solu- 
tion. From  the  rapidity  with  which  the  solution  dries,  and  its  perfect 
adhesive  powers,  collodion  is  likely  to  occupy  an  important  place  among 
the  "  adjuvantia  "  of  surgical  practice. 

The  diseases  of  the  skin  in  which  I  have  hitherto  used  the  collodion 
with  advantage  are,  chronic  erythema  of  the  face;  intertrigo;  chapped 
nipples  and  chapped  hands  ;  herpes  labialis,  preputialis  and  herpes 
zoster;  lichen  agrius ;  lupus  non  exeden?  and  exedens  ;  acne  vulgaris; 
and  several  affections  of  the  sebiparous  organs.  In  chronic  erythema 
of  the  face,  its  contracting  power  was  most  usefully  evinced,  as  it  was 
also  in  lupus  non  exedens  and  acne. 

In  a  troublesome  case  of  chapped  hands  and  fingers,  resulting  from 
chronic  lichen  agrius,  the  collodion  acted  not  merely  as  a  protective  cov- 
ering, but  also  promoted  the  healing  of  the  cracks  more  quickly  than  the 
remedies  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  employing.  In  chapped  nipples,  it 
was  even  more  efficient  in  its  protective  and  curative  action,  and  seemed, 
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in  the  two  instances  in  which  I  used  it,  to  work  a  charm  upon  the  painful 
skin.  The  gaping  cracks  were  instantly  drawn  tofrether,  and  almost 
obliterated  by  the  contracting  power  of  the  remedy,  and  were  effectually 
shielded  from  the  influence  of  moisture,  and  the  pressure  of  the  gums 
of  the  infant,  and  all  this  in  consequence  of  the  rapid  evaporation  of  the 
ether,  in  an  instant  of  time.  In  another  point  of  view  the  remedy  is 
invaluable  as  an  application  to  chapped  nipples,  namely,  as  being  in  no 
wise  injurious  to  the  infant,  from  ottering  nothing  which  can  be  removed 
by  the  lips  during  the  act  of  sucking,  and  in  this  particular,  therefore, 
possessing  a  vast  superiority  over  the  various  forms  of  ointments,  astrin- 
gent lotions,  &LC. 

In  four  instances  it  immediately  put  a  stop  to  herpes  labialis,  and  in  a 
very  severe  attack,  it  showed  itself  to  be  a  powerful  and  useful  remedy. 
Small  superficial  ulcerations  of  the  corona  glandis  and  prepuce,  caused 
by  excoriation,  were  cured  by  a  single  application,  and  in  a  gentleman 
very  susceptible  of  excoriation,  it  acted  admirably  as  a  prophylactic. 
From  the  success  of  the  latter  trial,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  might 
be  usefully  employed  as  a  prophylactic,  in  cases  of  exposure  to  syphi- 
litic contagion. 

When  properly  applied,  the  collodion  enters  all  the  crevices  of  the 
lines  of  motion  of  the  skin,  and  adheres  so  firmly  as  to  require  several 
washings  for  its  removal.  As  it  is  usually  prepared,  it  has  the  con- 
sistence of  syrup,  and  in  this  state  is  best  suited  for  those  cases  in  which 
its  adhesive  properties  are  principally  needed.  Where,  however,  it  is  in- 
tended to  be  applied  to  the  surface  of  an  ulcer  or  abrasion,  or  to  chaps 
of  the  skin,  \  find  it  convenient  to  dilute  it  with  ether,  and  render  it  al- 
most as  limpid  as  water. 

In  pursuing  this  subject,  I  have  made  trial  of  a  solution  of  gutta  per- 
cha  in  chloroform,  and  also  in  benzole,  but  these  solutions  are  very  infe- 
rior to  the  collodion,  for  the  purposes  above  named.  Their  adhesive 
powers  are  weaker  than  the  collodion,  and  the  layer  which  they  form 
when  painted  on  the  skin,  is  apt  to  rise  at  the  edges  and  rub  off. — Lon- 
don Lancet. 


CHOLERA  REPORT. 

[The  report  on  sanitary  measures  in  regard  to  epidemic  cholera,  by  the 
Board  of  Consulting  Physicians  of  the  City  of  Boston,  to  whom  the 
subject  was  referred  by  the  City  Council,  has  been  alluded  to  in  the 
Journal,  and  its  insertion  promised.    It  is  herewith  copied  entire.] 

During  the  former  prevalence  of  cholera  in  this  country  in  1832, 
and  at  the  time  of  its  expected  arrival  in  Boston,  the  opinion  of  the 
Consulting  Physicians  was  required  by  the  City  Council,  in  regard  to 
the  prevention  and  management  of  the  disease.  A  Report  on  the  sub- 
ject was  at  that  time  presented  by  this  Board,  and  other  reports,  emanat- 
ing from  different  medical  bodies  in  the  city,  were  also  furnished  to  the 
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city  authorities.  In  these  several  reports,  certain  cautionary  measures, 
relating  botli  to  private  life,  and  to  public  sanitary  arrangements,  were 
presented  to  the  City  Government,  and  urged  upon  the  attention  of  the 
citizens  generally.  These  measures  for  the  most  part  consisted,  as  far 
as  individuals  were  concerned,  in  the  observance  of  temperance,  clean- 
liness, regularity  of  life,  and  avoidance  of  excesses  and  of  other  known 
causes  of  disease.  And  in  regard  to  public  precautions,  measures  were 
recommended  for  the  nurification  and  ventilation  of  dv^'cHings,  the  re- 
moval  of  nuisances,  tlie  rigid  inspection  and  expurgation  of  the  dwellings 
of  the  poor,  as  well  as  of  cellars,  vaults,  drains,  and  other  receptacles 
of  impure  and  noxious  substances.  These  measures  were  adopted  and 
carried  into  effect  by  the  city  authorities,  and  at  the  same  time  provi- 
sional hospitals  were  established  for  the  reception  of  citizen  patients 
of  the  poorer  class. 

Tlie  events  which  followed,  showed,  as  far  as  we  can  judge,  the 
wisdom  of  these  precautions.  While  in  each  of  the  larger  cities  of  the 
Union,  some  thousands  of  inhabitants  were  swept  off  by  the  ravages 
of  the  cholera,  it  was  found  that  all  the  deaths  which  occurred  in  Bos- 
ton, from  the  disease  during  its  epidemic  presence,  hardly  amounted  to 
SO  in  number. 

The  undersigned  are  not  aware,  that  during  the  years  which  have 
elapsed  since  the  former  appearance  of  the  epidemic  among  us,  any 
more  effectual  means  of  obstructing  its  progress  have  been  discovered, 
than  those  which  have  now  been  recounted.  The  vehicle  by  which 
cholera  passes  from  one  city  to  another,  is  unknown.  And  the  means 
of  excluding  it  from  any  given  place,  are  not  better  understood  than 
those  of  arresting  influenza,  or  any  other  extensive  epidemic.  All  that 
can  therefore  be  expected  in  the  case,  is  that  the  population  of  our 
city  may  be  placed  in  such  a  position  as  shall,  under  the  blessings  of 
Providence,  enable  them  to  meet  the  invasion  of  the  disease,  should  it 
come  among  them,  with  the  smallest  sacrifice  of  life  and  of  health. 

For  the  promotion  of  this  desirable  object,  the  undersigned  recom- 
mend, that  all  citizens  in  times  of  expected  cholera,  should  endeavor, 
by  a  strict  course  of  hygienic  rules,  to  keep  themselves  in  the  best  state 
of  mental  and  bodily  health  of  which  their  respective  constitutions  ad- 
mit. Persons  who  are  well,  should  endeavor  to  keep  so,  by  the  use  of 
daily  and  regular  exercise  in  the  open  air,  not  carried  to  the  point  of 
extreme  fiitigue — by  great  attention  to  cleanliness,  both  of  the  skin 
and  of  clothing — by  daily  ablutions  with  water,  which  should  be  cold  in 
all  persons  who  possess  sufficient  vigor  to  insure  a  ready  re-action — by 
regular  liours  of  sleep,  of  meals  and  of  occupation — by  cheerfulness, 
courage  and  useful  employment  of  the  mind — by  moderation  in  the 
quantity,  and  care  as  to  the  quality  of  the  food — by  strict  temperance 
in  regard  to  stimulating  and  intoxicating  liquors — and  by  the  avoidance 
of  all  excesses,  irregularities,  and  debilitating  influences. 

Among  the  sources  of  danger,  principally  to  be  guarded  against,  in- 
temperance is  without  doubt  the  most  prominent.  'I'he  abuse  of  stimu- 
lating liquids  predisposes  the  body  to  the  attacks  of  this  disease,  and 
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renders  recovery  nearly  impossible.  A  drunkard  rarely  survives  the  at- 
tack of  cholera.  And  even  the  lesser  degrees  of  indulgence,  may  be 
regarded  as  more  unfavorable  to  escape  from  the  disease,  than  habits  of 
general  abstinence.  Nevertheless,  it  is  not  recommended  that  persons 
accustomed  to  the  moderate  use  of  stimulants  should  make  any  sudden 
or  violent  change  in  their  mode  of  living,  during  the  epidemic  preva- 
lence of  the  disease. 

Errors  in  diet — consisting  in  the  use  of  unripe  fruits,  of  coarse  and  in- 
digestible vegetables,  of  stimulating  and  high-seasoned  animal  dishes, 
and  even  of  common  food  in  excessive  quantities,  such  as  overtax  the  di- 
gestive powers — are  things  equally  to  be  avoided,  as  tending  to  excite 
the  disease. 

Long  exposure  to  a  damp  atmosphere,  confinement  in  crowded  rooms 
or  heated  carriages,  with  subsequent  abiupt  exposure  to  cold  or  night 
air — residence  in  low  and  foggy  situations,  especially  in  the  neighborhood 
of  impure,  stagnant  water — proximity  to  the  mouths  of  drains,  and  of 
mud  containing  decomposing  organic  matter — exposure  to  collections  of 
offal  and  other  nuisances  which  abound  in  cities — and,  lastly,  residence 
in  a  district  already  much  infected  with  cholera — are  circumstances 
which  increase  liability  to  the  disease,  and  should  therefore  be  avoided 
by  those  who  have  the  power  to  govern  their  own  movements. 

In  regard  to  the  general  sanitary  arrangements,  which  are  within  the 
control  of  the  city  authorities,  the  undersigned  respectfully  recommend, 
that  a  course  of  inspection,  purification  and  ventilation,  in  most  respects 
similar  to  that  pursued  in  183*2,  be  carried  into  effect  as  promptly  as 
may  be  practicable,  by  Ward  committees  appointed  for  the  purpose,  or 
otherwise,  as  the  wisdom  of  the  City  Council  may  direct.  They  ad- 
vise that  the  condition  of  cellars,  wells,  vaults,  and  of  drains,  and  their 
discharging  outlets,  should  be  generally  examined,  especially  in  the  low 
and  crowded  parts  of  the  city,  and  that  all  sources  of  nuisance,  which 
may  exist,  should  be  speedily  corrected  or  removed. 

It  is  also  recommended,  that  two  or  more  suitable  buildings,  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  city,  be  forthwith  engaged,  and  provided  with  proper 
furniture,  nurses  and  other  attendants,  together  with  fuel,  litters  for  the 
conveyance  of  the  sick,  and  such  other  appurtenances  as  are  necessary 
in  these  establishments,  and  may  require  time  for  their  preparation.  And 
should  the  disease  begin  to  appear  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic,  these 
buildings,  or  a  part  of  them,  should  be  immediately  occupied,  and  pro- 
vided with  medical  officers,  and  other  necessary  agents,  together  with 
such  comforts,  remedies  and  appliances  as  the  condition  of  the  sick  may 
require.  To  these  hospitals,  patients  attacked  with  the  disease  should 
be  early  removed,  provided  the  city  is  chargeable  with  their  support, 
or  provided  they  cannot  be  comfortably  lodged  and  attended  in  their  own 
dwellings. 

The  Consulting  Physicians  are  of  opinion,  that  neither  quarantines  by 
sea,  nor  sanitary  cordons  by  land,  have  been  found  effectual  in  protecting 
cities  or  countries  from  the  visitation  of  cholera.  Nevertheless,  the 
tranquillity  of  the  public  mind,  and  a  respect  to  the  opinions  of  those 


454 


Bronchitis  alternating  with  Dysentery. 


who  think  differently,  may,  perhaps,  require  that  vessels  arriving  from 
places  in  which  tlie  disease  exists,  should  be  subject  to  the  visitation 
of  tlie  health  officer,  and  to  the  removal  of  any  cholera  patients,  and 
their  efiects,  either  to  Deer  Island,  or  to  any  other  similarly  insulated 
place  provided  for  their  reception. 

Finally,  it  is  obvious  that  most  benefit  is  to  be  expected  by  all,  from  a 
steady  and  judicious  precaution,  which  shall  not  be  characterized  by 
supineness  on  the  one  hand,  nor  by  any  panic  and  agitation  on  the 
other.  Should  tlie  disease  appear  on  this  Continent,  it  is  very  probable 
that  it  may  visit  this  city  in  its  progress.  But  we  trust  that  the  compara- 
tive salubrity  of  our  soil,  the  comfortable  condition  and  temperate  habits 
of  a  great  majority  of  our  population,  and  the  history  of  our  former  ex- 
perience with  cholera,  may  justify  a  confident  hope,  that,  if  the  disease 
should  again  appear  in  our  city,  the  annual  aggregate  of  mortality  may 
not  be  greatly  increased  by  its  presence.  John  C.  Warren, 

Jacob  Bigelow, 
'  Geo.  C.  Shattuck, 

Geo.  Hayward, 
Boston,  Oct.  31,  1848.  John  Ware. 


BRONCHITIS  IN  A  CHILD,  ALTERNATING  WITH  DYSENTERY.— PRO- 
LAPSUS ANI. 

BY  DAVID   W.  YANDELL,  M.D.,  OF  LOUISVILLE,  KY. 

T  WAS  called,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  of  September  last,  to  see  Maria 

S  ,  a  robust,  vigorous  little  girl,  aged  2J  years,  who  had  been 

laboring  for  some  days  under  a  very  distressing  catarrh  which  had  affect- 
ed especially  the  larger  bronchial  tubes.  I  found  her  with  hurried, 
wheezing  and  embarrassed  respiration,  a  frequent,  loose,  diffused  and 
deep  cough,  occurring  in  paroxysms,  and  followed  by  expectoration  of  a 
pale,  glairy,  transparent  and  watery  fluid  ;  her  pulse  free,  full,  developed 
and  soft,  beating  120;  her  countenance  pale  and  slightly  bloated,  her 
skin  dry  and  liot,  her  tongue  coated  in  the  centre  ;  red  at  the  edges 
and  tip. 

Auscultation  could  not  be  practised  because  of  her  fretfulness,  but  1 
could  distinctly  hear,  while  holding  my  ear  several  inches  from  her  chest, 
both  the  sonorous  and  sibilant  ronchi,  proceeding  from  the  antero-supe- 
rior  part  of  the  thorax  ;  the  former  much  more  distinct  after  a  fit  of 
coughing,  and  both  inaudible  when  a  considerable  interval  elapsed  between 
the  paroxysms. 

1  ordered  her  to  be  placed  in  a  warm  bath,  to  take  three  grains  of 
calomel  and  one  of  ipecac,  and  use,  in  doses  of  a  teaspoonful  at  short 
intervals,  till  she  fell  asleep,  the  following  : — R.  Infus.  Senegae,  §  iv.  ; 
syrup,  ipecac,  §  j. ;  oxymel.  scill.,  5  iij.  ;  ant.  et  potass,  tartrat.,  gr.  j. 

I  further  ordered  that  cloths  wrung  out  of  hot  water,  and  renewed 
whenever  they  grew  cold,  should  be  applied  to  the  chest,  to  be  followed, 
when  she  seemed  disposed  to  sleep,  by  a  flannel  jacket. 
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The  next  morning  I  learned  that  she  had  passed  a  restlesss  night,  was 
twice  called  up  to  stool,  and  found  her  in  almost  the  same  condition  as 
I  had  last  seen  her.  The  warm  bath  was  ordered  to  be  twice  repeated, 
the  cloths  kept  constantly  applied,  the  mixture  continued,  her  system 
kept  under  the  influence  of  the  ipecac,  till  night,  when  a  small  portion 
of  calomel  and  Dover's  powder  was  to  be  administered. 

The  medicine  had  brought  away  several  copious  and  dark-colored 
stools,  before  my  visit  of  the  next  morning,  at  which  time  her  pulse  was 
90,  respiration  almost  natural,  the  ronchi  no  longer  perceptible,  her  cough 
not  so  frequent  and  more  diffused,  the  expectoration  opaque,  tinged  with 
yellow  and  less  viscid,  her  tongue  clean,  skin  and  general  expression  na- 
tural. The  mixture  was  continued  during  the  day,  and  at  night  five 
grains  of  hydrarg.  cum  creta,  combined  with  a  few  drops  of  denarco- 
tized  laudanum,  were  administered. 

She  continued  to  improve  for  the  next  two  days,  when  I  ceased  visit- 
ing her.  Two  days  after  this  time  I  was  called  to  her  again,  and  found 
her  suiFering  from  dysentery  of  a  very  violent  form.  Her  })ulse  was 
quick  and  small ;  tongue  furred,  thirst  greatly  increased  ;  the  urine  was 
high  colored,  voided  frequently  and  with  difficulty  ;  the  skin  harsh,  hot  and 
dry,  especially  over  the  abdomen,  which,  however,  was  neither  tense  nor 
tender  ;  the  straining  was  severe,  the  calls  to  stool  frequent,  and  the  dis- 
charges offensive  and  streaked  with  blood.  During  the  intervals  between 
the  stools  no  pain  was  complained  of.  Pressure  over  the  region  of  the 
coecum  and  sigmoid  flexure  of  the  colon  occasioned  no  uneasiness. 

I  ordered  a  warm  bath,  and  a  dose  of  castor  oil,  to  be  assisted  by  an 
injection  of  almond  oil,  to  which  were  added  a  few  drops  of  laudanum  ; 
the  abdomen  to  be  swathed  in  flannel,  cloths  wrung  out  of  warm  water 
applied  to  the  perineum,  and,  at  night,  a  bolus  composed  of  calomel, 
ipecac,  and  hyoscyamus. 

During  the  next  twelve  hours  every  symptom  of  dysentery,  save  the 
tenesmus,  had  entirely  disappeared,  while  all  the  symptoms  of  bronchitis 
had  returned.  Tiie  latter  disease  was  soon  subdued  by  recourse  to  the 
treatment  which  was  so  successful  in  the  first  attack,  and  the  tenesmus 
was  greatly  abated  by  cooling,  opiate  and  emollient  injections  used  in 
very  small  quantities  and  frequently  repeated.  The  amelioration  of  the 
bronchitic  symptoms  was  scarcely  apparent,  before  those  of  dysentery 
were  re-developed  with  greater  intensity  than  before,  again  to  subside 
under  the  use  of  opium,  ipecac,  calomel  and  oil,  and  the  injection  and 
local  means  which  1  have  enumerated,  when  bronchitis  again  arose, 
continued  lor  forty-eight  hours,  disappeared,  and  was  seen  no  more. 
The  dysentery,  from  this  time  till  its  cure,  was  accompanied  by  no  other 
symptom  than  the  tenesmus,  which,  at  first  very  distressing,  gradually 
became  less  and  less  frequent,  and  entirely  ceased  upon  the  application 
of  the  extract  of  belladonna  around  the  region  of  the  anus. 

Charmed  with  the  speedy  efficacy  of  the  belladonna,  I  recommended 
it  to  my  class  on  the  same  evening,  and  had  scarcely  done  so  when  I 
was  called  to  my  little  patient  to  find  considerable  prolapsus  of  the  rec- 
tum, which  had  occurred  in  a  very  natural  and  easy  stool  that  she  had 
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list  passed.  The  gut  was  easily  returned,  and  I  contented  myself  with 
prescribing  an  electuary  of  sulphur,  confection  of  senna,  and  simple  syrup, 
directing  the  mother  to  gently  return  the  bowel  whenever  it  descended. 
Learning  at  my  visit  next  morning,  that  the  prolapsus  continued,  although 
the  stools  were  soluble  and  passed  without  difficulty,  1  resorted  to  injec- 
tions of  an  aqueous  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  iron,  each  injection  con- 
taining about  the  eighth  of  a  grain  of  the  iron.  Although  this  treatment 
was  persisted  in  for  three  days,  the  quantity  of  the  iron  being  daily  aug- 
mented, no  perceptible  good  resulted.  I  now  used  the  iron  in  another 
manner  and  combination  with  the  most  happy  effect,  the  prolapsus  di- 
minishing perceptibly  after  the  first  operation  of  the  medicine,  and  en- 
tirely disappearing  in  the  course  of  two  days.  The  prescription  was  the 
following: — R.  Pulv.  rhei,  9ijss.  ;  ferri  sulphat.,  gr.  xxx.  ;  saponis  albi, 
9j.  ;  aq.  distil.,  q.  s.  Ut  ft.  mass  in  pil.  xx.,  divid.  One  of  these 
pills  to  be  taken  every  night  at  bed-time. —  Western  Journal  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery. 


BIOGRAPHICAL  NOTICE  OF  THE  LATE  DR.  STEPHEN  BATCHELLER, 
OF  ROY  ALSTON,  MASS. 

BY  STErHICN  W.  WILLIAMS,  M.U.,  DJiKK*  lELD. 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  SurgicalJournal.  | 

Within  a  very  short  time  an  unusual  number  of  distinguished  medical 
men  in  the  United  States  have  been  called  to  pay  the  universal  debt  of 
nature.  Their  memories  should  be  cherished  by  their  surviving  breth- 
ren, and  their  exam'ples  held  up  as  patterns  for  their  survivors.  With- 
out going  into  a  minute  enumeration  of  all  their  names,  we  may  be  per- 
mitted to  mention  those  of  Revere,  McClellan,  Stearns,  Allen,  Hale,  and 
last,  though  not  least,  our  lamented  brother.  Dr.  Stephen  Batcheller,  of 
Royalston,  who  died  on  the  7th  of  November,  1848.  The  physicians 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  and  particularly  the  Fellows  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Medical  Society,  will  long  remember  Dr.  Batcheller  with 
affection  and  esteem  ;  and  they  and  others  of  the  profession,  throughout 
the  country,  will  pardon,  I  trust,  this  attem[)t  to  trace  out  some  of  the 
principal  events  and  incidents  ofhis  life. 

Dr.  Stephen  Batcheller  was  son  of  Dr.  Stephen  Batcheller,  of  Royalston, 
Mass.,  and  was  born  in  that  town,  January  3d,  1778.  His  father  was 
born  at  Grafton,  Mass.  He  was  a  physician,  and  commenced  the  prac- 
tice of  the  profession  in  Royalston,  in  the  early  settlement  of  the  town, 
in  fact  when  it  was  almost  entirely  a  wilderness.  He  was  the  first  phy- 
sician who  ever  settled  there,  and  there  he  practised  till  his  decease — a 
period  of  nearly  forty  years.  Like  some  of  the  older  physicians  in  the 
country,  he  suffered  much  from  the  want  of  roads,  and  from  the  badness 
of  such  as  existed.  Like  Haynes,  of  Rowe,  he  was  obliged  to  travel 
by  marked  trees,  in  this  and  the  neigliboring  towns,  often  by  night,  and 
frequently  followed  by  bears  and  wolves.    He  was  often  obliged  to  ford 
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streams  of  water  at  the  risk  of  his  life,  as  there  were  then  no  such  con- 
veniences as  bridges.  Add  to  this,  the  roughness  of  tlie  country  in  the 
north-western  section  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  perils  and  dangers  he  had  to  endure  in  the  discharge  of 
his  professional  duties.  Yet,  notwithstanding,  he  never  refused  to  visit 
a  patient  on  account  of  the  raging  of  the  storm,  the  darkness  of  tlie 
night,  the  dangers  of  the  journey,  or  the  poverty  of  the  patient.  His 
ride  was  very  extensive.  He  was  remarkable  for  his  kindness  and  atten- 
tion to  the  poor — never  compeHing  payment  from  them  for  medical 
services.  Early  in  life  he  made  a  profession  of  religion  by  joining  the 
Congregational  church. 

Dr.  Stephen  Batcheller,  the  son,  received  his  preparatory  education 
at  the  academies  of  Chesterfield,  N.  H.,  and  New  Salem,  in  this  State. 
These  were  then  considered  to  be  among  the  best  institutions  of  the 
kind  in  New  England.  He  devoted  much  of  his  attention  to  the  study 
of  the  Latin  language.  He  had,  also,  a  good  knowledge  of  Greek. 
Many  students  in  those  days,  as  at  present,  were  fitted  for  college  in  our 
academies,  and  some  of  them  were  taught  the  same  branches  there  as 
are  taught  at  college.  After  preparing  himself,  by  a  good  preliminary 
education,  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  father,  at 
Royalston.  The  latter  period  of  his  pupilage  he  spent  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  the  late  Dr.  Henry  Wells,  of  Montague,  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished physicians  in  New  England.  During  his  pupilage  he  enjoyed 
the  benefit  of  seeing  much  of  the  practice  of  Dr.  Wells  and  his  father, 
which  was  varied  and  extensive. 

He  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession  at  Truro,  Cape  Cod, 
in  the  autumn  or  winter  of  1800,  being  then  22  years  of  age.  He  re- 
mained there  three  years.  At  this  time,  his  father  beginning  to  feel 
some  of  the  infirmities  of  age,  was  anxious  that  his  son  should  return 
to  Royalston  and  assist  him  in  his  practice,  which  he  abcordingly  did, 
and  commenced  business  with  him  in  tlie  year  1803.  And  it  is  a  fact 
worth  noticing,  that  tlie  father  and  son  practised  in  this  town  in  succes- 
sion for  the  long  period  of  80  years  ;  the  father  35  years  before  the  son 
commenced  with  liim,  and  the  son  45  years  afterwards. 

On  the  30th  July,  1803,  soon  after  he  went  to  Royalston  to  reside,  he 
married  Miss  Sally  Stratton,  daughter  of  Rufus  Stratton,  Esq.,  of  North- 
field,  who  was  tl)e  first  of  three  wives,  two  of  whom  he  followed  to  the 
grave.  The  third  lives  to  mourn  the  loss  of  an  honored  and  beloved 
husband.  He  lived  most  happily  in  all  these  connections.  Indeed,  few- 
men  ever  enjoyed  themselves  more  in  their  domestic  relations,  and  few 
w^ere  more  calculated  to  make  these  relations  happy.  He  had  no  child- 
ren by  either  of  his  wives. 

As  a  physician,  Dr.  Batcheller  certainly  held  a  high  and  very  respect- 
able rank,  and  was  greatly  esteemed  by  those  of  his  professional  brethren 
who  were  most  intimately  acquainted  with  him.  He  probably  had  for 
many  years  a  more  extensive  consultation  business  than  any  other  physi- 
cian in  the  county  of  Worcester,  and  perhaps  in  the  State.  He  had  no 
great  fondness  for  operative  surgery,  although  he  attended  to  all  the  com- 
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mon  cases  of  fractures,  dislocations  and  wounds,  which  occurred  in  his 
practice.  He  was  notorious  for  the  rapidity  of  his  travelliitg.  Keep^ 
ing  the  best  horses,  he  often  travelled  70  miles  a-day,  and  visited  his  pa- 
tients. Tliis  ill  a  country  rougli  as  that  in  which  he  resided,  must  have 
required  an  iron  constitution,  and  such  an  one  Dr,  Batcheller  possessed* 
1  cannot  learn  that  he  was  ever  much  afflicted  with  disease  of  any 
kind.  A  short  time  before  his  death,  one  of  his  brother  physicians  ob- 
served to  him,  that  he  had  probably  rode  more  miles  since  he  commenced 
practice  than  any  physician  in  Massachusetts.  Another  physician  says — 
"  I  never  knew  a  physician  who  would  visit  so  many  patients  in  a  day, 
and  at  so  great  distances  apart."  One  of  his  patients  facetiously  remark- 
ed, that  "  Dr.  Batcheller  only  had  time  to  feel  the  pulse  beat  once,  and 
then  go  to  dealing  out  medicine."  1  do  not  mention  this  fact  as  a  pat- 
tern for  imitation,  but  only  to  show  the  rapidity  of  the  nianner  in  which 
he  transacted  business.  Patience  and  deliberation  at  the  bedside  of  the 
sick  are  the  only  means  by  which  we  can  become  accurately  acquainted 
with  the  varied  phases  of  disease,  or  can  administer  judiciously  the  ap- 
propriate remedies.  It  was  only,  probably,  in  trivial  cases  that  Dr.  B. 
made  such  hasty  examinations. 

He  was  higlily  honored  by  the  Massachusetts  Medical  Society,  which 
has  ever  been  extremely  guarded  in  relation  to  the  admission  of  members, 
shutting  her  portals  against  any  who  have  not  been  regularly  educated 
and  inducted  into  the  profession.  This  Society  has  been  in  operation 
ever  since  the  year  1781,  a  period  of  67  years.  It  is  believed  to  be 
the  oldest  State  Medical  Society  in  the  United  States,  and  it  has  enrolled 
among  its  members  the  principal  part  of  the  regularly-educated  physicians 
in  the  commonwealth.  Owing  to  the  progressive  advancement  of  medi- 
cal science,  it  has  been  thought  advisable  to  remodel  the  By-laws  of  the 
Society,  to  adapt  them  to  the  wants  of  all  the  members  of  the  profes- 
sion in  the  different  parts  of  the  Slate,  and  a  committee  has  been  appoint- 
ed by  the  Society  for  this  purpose,  who  have  reported  to  the  Counsel- 
lors a  new  code  of  laws,  which  will  undoubtedly  be  adopted  by  the  So- 
ciety, and^we  trust  will  give  satisfaction  to  every  regularly-educated  phy- 
sician in  the  State,  who,  it  is  devoutly  to  be  hoped,  will  cheerfully  be- 
come a  member.  Dr.  Batcheller  became  a  fellow  of  this  Society  on  the 
1st  of  June,  1814,  and  continued  his  connection  with  it  to  the  time  of 
his  decease.  He  was  one  of  the  most  punctual  attendants  at  its  annual 
meetings.  Although  residing  70  miles,  or  more,  from  Boston,  he  often 
rode  from  Royalston  thither  in  his  gig  to  attend  this  meeting,  the  day 
before  its  assemblage,  and  returned  home  the  day  after  in  the  same  way. 
He  held  the  office  of  Counsellor  in  the  Society  for  a  great  many  years  in 
succession,  and  for  two  years  he  held  the  office  of  Vice  President  in  it. 
Connected  with  the  institution,  as  branches  of  it,  are  district  societies  in 
many  counties  of  the  State.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  dis- 
trict society  for  the  County  of  Worcester,  and  for  some  time  was  Presi- 
dent of  that  branch  of  the  Society.  He  was  elected  by  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  as  a  delegate  to  the  Amecican  Medical  Association, 
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which  met  at  Baltimore  in  May,  1848,  and  he  attended  that  most  inter- 
esting meeting,  and  became  a  member  of  tlie  Association. 

Dr.  B.'s  practice  was  judicious  in  the  complaints  which  were  most 
prevalent  in  the  section  of  country  in  which  he  resided.  We  wish  for 
no  better  proof  of  this  than  tlie  fact  of  his  being  called  in  consultation 
so  often  with  his  professional  brethren,  who  are  generally  the  best  quali- 
fied to  judge  of  the  merits  of  a  brother  practitioner.  Dr.  Burton  ob- 
serves— "  It  is  virtually  impossible  for  any  but  a  physician  to  judge  with 
regard  to  the  professional  qualifications  of  a  physician."  It  has  been 
remarked  of  him,  however,  that  if  he  was  more  particularly  successful 
in  the  treatment  of  one  complaint  than  another,  it  was  in  his  treatment 
of  typhus  fever.  What  his  peculiar  practice  was,  or  whether  he  liad 
any,  J  am  unable  to  say.  He  was  also  somewhat  famous  for  his  success 
in  the  treatment  of  tetanus  or  lock-jaw,  by  means  of  the  tobacco  in- 
jection. That  this  is  a  most  powerful  agent  in  relaxing  the  spasm  in  this 
most  terrific  complaint,  we  can  readily  conceive;  and  it  has,  also,  the 
concurrent  testimony  of  some  of  the  most  successful  practitioners  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe;  but  it  is  a  remedy  which  should  be  resoited  to 
with  extreme  caution,  as  the  prostration  which  follows  the  use  of  to- 
bacco, thus  employed,  is  sometimes  so  great  as  to  induce  death.  We 
have  greater  hopes  from  the  use  of  the  newly-discovered  chloroform,  or 
ether,  which  may  be  worthy  of  the  attention  and  consideration  of  the 
profession  in  this  frightful  and  fatal  disorder. 

During  the  last  fifteen  years  of  his  practice.  Dr.  B.  used  but  little 
mercury.  He  was  of  opinion  that  many  other  articles  of  the  materia 
medica  were  equally  efficacious ;  but  he  was  never  guilty  of  indulging 
in  the  pitiful  slang  against  it  so  frequently  resorted  to  by  boasting  em- 
pirics for  the  purpose  of  bolstering  up  their  own  reputation,  and  foster- 
ing the  prejudices  of  the  people  against  it.  Like  most  of  the  old  physi- 
cians of  the  present  day,  he  used  less  medicine  than  formerly  ;  but  what 
he  did  use,  was  in  as  powerful  doses  as  ever,  and  he  made  no  pretensions 
to  the  fanciful  doctrines  of  the  homoeopaths,  nor  had  lie  any  belief  in  their 
doctrines. 

The  number  of  medical  students  who  spent  a  part  or  the  whole  of 
their  pupilage  with  him,  was  about  40,  many  of  whom  have  proved  to 
be  respectable  and  eminent  physicians.  He  was  ambitious  to  keep  pace 
with  the  improvements  in  the  profession,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  pro- 
curing and  reading  the  latest  and  most  approved  publications  in  it,  both 
from  the  periodical  press,  and  standard  works.  He  was  an  early  riser, 
and  his  whole  time  was  devoted  to  his  library  and  his  patients.  His 
charges  for  his  professional  services  were  unusually  low.  Like  very 
many  physicians,  he  was  negligent  in  collecting  his  debts,  especially  if 
the  debtor  was  poor.  The  widow  and  orphan  were  constantly  applying 
to  him  for  advice  and  counsel.  He  often  assisted  them,  to  his  own  pecu- 
niary detriment. 

He  was  highly  esteemed  by  his  townsmen  as  a  valuable  citizen,  inde- 
pendent of  his  professional  worth,  and  harl  represented  his  native  town  in 
the  State  legislature.    He  gave  all  his  influence  in  favor  of  the  cause  of 
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temperance,  and  he  contributed  liberally  for  the  support  of  the  institutions 
of  religion,  education,  &lc.  His  active  usefulness  continued  to  the  very 
end  of"  life.  He  literally  died  in  the  harness.  He  practised  in  two  of 
the  adjacent  towns  on  the  very  day  of  his  death.  On  his  return,  which 
was  on  the  day  of  the  Presidential  election,  on  the  7th  of  November  last, 
he  deposited  his  vote  for  electors  at  the  town  house,  and  called  upon  one 
of  his  neii^hbors,  apparently  well.  As  he  sat  at  an  innocent  game  of 
checkers  with  him,  he  learied  back  in  liis  chair,  and  observing  that  he 
felt  faint,  called  for  a  glass  of  water ;  but  before  it  could  be  handed  to 
him,  he  was  dead,  probably  from  a  fit  of  apoplexy,  as  he  was  very  fleshy, 
and  perhaps  predisposed,  on  this  account,  to  that  complaint. 

A  person  who  was  most  intimately  acquainted  with  liim,  says  of  him — 
"  He  was  prepossessing  in  his  personal  appearance.  He  exhibited  a  kind 
of  personal  dignity  and  self-respect,  probably  leaning  towards  an  erroneous 
belief  of  superiority.  He  never  lost  his  self-respect,  nor  suffered  himself 
to  descend  to  low,  vulgar  familiarity.  He  was  very  fortunate  in  securing 
the  friendship  and  confidence  of  neighboring  physicians.  The  ycung 
physician  felt  sure  that  his  mistakes  or  blunders  would  never  be  exposed. 
This  kind  treatment  to  physicians  explains  in  some  measure  his  extensive 
consulting  practice." 

I  am  indebted  for  many  of  the  above  facts  and  data  to  Jas.  Batcheller, 
M.D.,  of  Marlboro',  N.  H.,  a  brother  of  the  deceased  ;  and  to  the  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Perkins,  of  Royalston — both  of  whom  were  intimately  ac- 
quainted with  him.  In  some  instances  I  have  used  their  expressions, 
and  I  am  permitted  to  use  their  names  in  connection  with  this  subject. 

Dr.  B.'s  funeral  was  attended  at  the  meeting-house.  The  house  was 
filled  with  the  people  of  Royalston  and  neighboring  towns,  among  whom 
was  a  large  number  of  physicians.  The  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hasen.  A  biography  was  also  read,  compiled  by  the  Rev. 
Ebenezer  Perkins,  of  Royalston.  From  this  biography  the  following 
extracts  are  taken. 

"  Dr.  Batcheller's  zeal,  activity  and  untiring  perseverance  in  the  arduous 
duties  of  his  profession,  need  not  be  told  to  the  people  of  this  town  and 
vicinity.  And  his  activity,  zeal  and  mental  powers,  seemed  to  be  scarcely 
abated  to  the  very  last  hour  of  his  life.  By  day  and  by  night  he  was 
ever  prompt  to  the  call  of  sickness  and  distress.  Storms  and  drifting 
snows  which  kept  others  within  doors,  were  scarcely  an  obstacle  to  him. 
What  multitudes,  in  this  town  and  in  this  whole  region,  have  been  cheered 
and  blessed  by  his  animating  presence  and  his  skilful  professional  services  ! 
Indeed,  there  is  scarcely  one  family  in  this  whole  region  which  has  not 
participated  in  the  blessing.  Dr.  B..  though  an  eminent  physician,  was 
not  a  mere  physician.  He  was  a  whole  man.  He  was  no  less  distin- 
tinguished  as  a  neighbor,  a  friend,  a  wise  counsellor,  an  able  magistrate, 
and  a  citizen.  He  filled  a  large  space  in  society,  and  filled  it  well.  But 
in  the  wise  providence  of  God,  that  large  space  is  now  left  vacant,  and 
his  loss  will  be  deeply  and  extensively  felt.  ^ 

"  It  has  been  remarked  that  the  familiarity  of  the  physician  with  scenes 
of  distress  tends  to  harden  the  heart  and  blunt  the  finer  sensibilities  of 
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nature.  Jt  may  be  so  ;  but  it  was  not  so  with  him.  His  was  a  feeling 
heart — to  him  suffering  humanity  never  appealed  in  vain.  His  heart 
melted  to  scenes  of  suffering.  His  sensibilities  were  ever  alive.  During 
45  years  of  most  extensive  practice,  no  one  poor  and  distressed  has  ever 
had  reason  to  complain  of  his  extortion  or  rigid  exactions.  On  the  con- 
trary, hundreds  of  such  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  of  his  best  exertions 
without  money  and  without  price.  During  his  long  practice,  in  cases  of 
protracted  sickness  and  distress,  hundreds,  and  perhaps  thousands  of 
dollars  of  just  claims  he  has  freely  relinquished  out  of  mere  compassion, 
while  other  sums,  to  a  larger  amount,  he  has  sacrificed  rather  than  resort 
to  legal  measures.  Not  long  previous  to  his  decease,  he  remarked  to  the 
writer,  that  in  his  charges  he  had  ever  ainied  to  act  on  one  principle, 
and  that  was  to  do  by  others  as  he  would  wish  them  to  do  by  him. 
And  now,  where  is  the  individual  who  will  stand  up  and  charge  him 
with  having  once  dishonored  such  a  profession  ? 

"  And  now,  fellow  citizens,  you  have  reason  for  lasting  gratitude  to  a 
kind  Providence  for  having  given  to  this  town  such  men  as  the  two 
Drs.  Batcheller.  The  father  came  among  you  in  the  infancy  of  the 
town,  and  cheerfully  bore  with  you  and  your  fathers  the  toils  and  priva- 
tions of  a  new  settlement.  The  son  took  up  his  mantle,  and  has  worn 
it  with  distinguished  honor.  Both  were  men  of  a  generous  and  noble 
spirit.  Both  were  men  who  never  sought  to  build  up  themselves  at  your 
expense.  Night  and  day  they  labored  for  little  more  than  a  bare  suste- 
nance. No  people,  we  believe,  were  ever  at  less  expense  for  medical 
services ;  and  what  town  was  ever  better  served  for  so  long  a  period  ? 

"  Dr.  B.  was  distinguished  as  a  neighbor.  Every  neighbor  found  a 
neighbor  in  him — kind,  obliging  and  sympathizing,  ever  ready  to  impart 
and  assist  whoever  and  wherever  assistance  was  needed.  In  him  the 
fatherless  found  a  father;  and  though  not  himself  a  parent,  he  was  a 
father  to  the  fatherless,  and  the  widow's  friend  and  counsellor.  He  was 
the  legal  guardian  of  many  orphan  children,  and  in  him  they  found  a 
wise  counsellor,  a  kind  and  firm  protector.  As  a  citizen,  a  member  of 
society,  he  was  public-spirited,  and  ever  free  to  sustain  his  full  share  of 
every  public  burden.  But  he  is  gone.  His  toils  are  ended.  He  rests 
from  his  labors,  and  his  works  shall  follow  him.  The  places  which  knew 
him  shall  know  him  no  more. 

"  His  memory  is  a  precious  legacy  to  surviving  friends.  Long  will  it 
be  ere  his  loss  will  cease  to  be  lamented.  And  may  it  not  be  said 
to  him  at  a  future  day,  '  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  fed  me.  1  was 
naked,  and  ye  clothed  me.  1  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in.  I  was 
in  prison,  and  ye  came  unto  me.    I  was  sick,  and  je  visited  me.'  " 

Deerfield,  Mass.,  Dec.  23,  1848. 


(  462  ) 


"  FIRING,"  AS  A  COUNTER-IRRITANT. 

B\  GEORGE  H.  HUBBARD,  M.D. 

[Corhmuuicnted  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Although  it  is  now  several  years  since  " Jiring,^^  as  a  counter-irritant ^ 
was  first  practised  in  Europe,  but  little  or  nothing  has  been  made  known 
of  its  practical  application  in  this  country.  Our  practical  physicians  and 
surgeons  are  familiar  with  the  use  of  the  actual  cautery,  and  with  its 
value  as  a  certain  remedy  in  many  diseases  ;  but  the  use  of  a  hot  iron, 
as  a  mild  and  painless  counter-irritant,  is  known  to  but  few,  and  practised 
by  less.  In  Numbers  13  and  15  of  Braithwaite's  Retrospect  are  articles 
giving  some  light  upon  its  use;  and  as  Dr.  Corrigan's  article  gives  a 
perfectly  clear  and  intelligible  description  of  the  instrument  and  mode  of 
application,  I  copy  from  it  verbatim. 

Dr.  C.  says,  "  The  iron  used  is  very  portable,  consisting  of  a  thick 
iron  wire  shank,  of  about  two  inches  long,  inserted  in  a  small  wooden 
handle,  having  on  its  extremity  which  is  slightly  curved,  a  disk  or  button 
of  iron,  a  quarter  of  an  inch  thick  and  half  an  inch  in  diameter,  the 
whole  instrument  being  only  six  inches  in  length.  The  face  of  the  disk 
for  application  is  quite  fiat.  This,  trifling  as  it  may  seem,  must  be 
attended  to.  In  the  French  cauterizing  irons,  as  they  are  sold  by  the 
cutlers,  the  buttons  for  the  cauterizing  are  spherical ;  and  the  consequence 
is,  that  they  must  be  either  pressed  long  and  deeply  into  the  skin,  to  bring 
them  into  contact  with  an  extent  of  surface  equal  to  their  diameter,  or 
they  can  be  made  only  to  touch  at  a  single  point.  Another  objection  to 
the  French  iron,  is  the  great  length  of  its  iron  handle.  This  is  necessary 
in  the  French  instrument,  as  the  iron  is  intended  for  being  heated  in  the 
fire — but  it  terrifies  the  patient ;  whereas  this  little  instrument  will  hardly 
attract  attention.  The  only  other  portion  of  apparatus  required  is  a 
small  brass  spirit  lamp  ;  so  small  that  it  can  be  carried  in  the  waistcoat 
pocket.  Mr.  Millikin,  of  Grafton  street,  made  the  apparatus  for  me. 
To  use  the  instrument,  it  is  only  necessary  to  light  the  lamp,  and  hold  the 
button  of  the  instrument  over  the  flame,  keeping  the  forefinger  of  the  hand 
holding  the  instrument  at  the  distance  of  lialf  an  inch  from  the  button. 
As  soon  as  the  finger  feels  uncomfortably  hot,  the  instrument  is  ready  for 
use  ;  and  the  time  required  for  heating  it  to  this  degree,  is  only  about  a 
quarter  of  a  minute.  It  is  applied  as  quickly  as  possible,  the  skin  being 
tipped  successively  at  intervals  of  half  an  inch  over  the  whole  affected 
part,  as  lightly  and  rapidly  as  possible,  always  taking  care  to  bring  the 
flat  surface  of  the  disk  fairly  in  contact  with  the  skin.  In  this  way  the 
process  of  firing  a  whole  limb,  or  the  loins,  making  about  100  applica- 
tions, does  not  occupy  a  minute,  and  the  one  heating  by  the  lamp  suffi- 
ces. You  can  ascertain  at  once  whether  the  heat  be  sufficient.  If  you 
look  sideways  at  the  spots  as  you  touch  them,  you  will  observe  that 
each  spot  the  iron  has  touched,  immediately  becomes  of  a  glistening 
white,  much  whiter  than  the  surrounding  skin.  In  the  course  of  a 
quarter  of  an  hour,  or  sometimes  of  a  very  few  minutes,  the  whole  skin 
becomes  of  a  bright  red,  and  the  patient  feels  a  glow  of  heat  over  the 
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part.  The  iron,  I  need  hardly  observe,  is  never  rendered  red  hot.  It 
is,  indeed,  very  litde  hotter  than  boiling  water,  and  I  never  make  an 
eschar  with  it,  and  very  rarely  indeed  raise  a  blister.  There  are  nnerely 
seen  upon  the  skin,  next  day,  a  number  of  circular  red  marks,  the  cuti- 
cle not  even  being  raised,  and  the  surface  ready,  if  required,  to  receive  a 
fresh  application  ;  and  what  is  of  no  trifling  consequence,  where  such 
an  extent  of  counter-irritation  has  been  used,  there  beino;  no  discharginor 
surface  to  interfere  with  the  motion  of  the  limbs,  or  the  comforts  of  the 
patient.  Indeed,  in  most  cases,  the  patient  is  quite  unconscious  of  what 
has  been  done.  This  you  will  at  once  see  is  a  considerable  improve- 
ment on  the  actual  cautery,  whether  as  regards  the  horror  of  the  patient 
on  seeing  a  red-hot  iron  drawn  out  of  the  fire,  or  the  deep  ulcer  produced 
by  its  application." 

Chronic  rheumatism,  sciatica,  lumbago,  and  particularly  neuralgia,  are 
diseases  which  every  practitioner  dreads  to  meet,  for  the  reason  that  they 
are  quite  as  likely  to  withstand  every  means  of  cure  as  to  prove  in  any 
degree  submissive  to  the  "  ars  medcndi.^^  In  treating  each  and  all  of 
tliese,  and  many  more  of  the  same  class,  we  have  felt  the  need  of  a 
remedy  of  more  certainty  of  operation  than  any  heretofore  in  common 
use.  Tonics  will  cure  some  of  these,  and  we  have  a  variety  of  inter- 
nal remedies  which  frequently  liave  good  effect  ;  blisters  and  other  com- 
mon counter-irritants  are  sometimes  beneficial,  but  too  often  has  it  been 
the  case  that  a  free  use  of  narcotics  has  been  the  only  course  of  treat- 
ment productive  of  any  benefit,  and  with  these  we  can  commonly  only 
palliate  the  sufl^erings,  and  prolong  the  miserable  existence  of  the  pa- 
tient ;  and  if,  perchance,  we  by  this  means  effect  a  cure  of  the  original 
disease,  we  have  to  deal  with  visceral  derangement  and  debility  scarcely 
more  manageable. 

A  remedy  which  can  be  extensively  used,  which  will  unite  certainty 
of  operation  with  ease  of  application,  and  freedom  from  liability  to  ill 
results,  would  certainly  seem  to  merit  more  than  a  passing  notice  from 
the  profession.  Such  a  remedy  is  "  firing."  Not  that  it  will  cure  all 
the  pains  and  aches  attached  to  poor  human  nature  ;  not  that  it  is  to  be 
the  only  remedy  with  which  to  treat  the  large  class  of  non-  inflammatory 
diseases,  but  that  it  is  a  remedy  of  easy  and  painless  application,  and  of 
surprising  certainty  in  many  cases  which  have  resisted  every  other  known 
means  of  cure. 

The  diseases  in  which  "firing"  has  proved,  and  promises  to  prove, 
most  efl^ectual,  are  those  where  individual  nerves,  or  isolated  portions  of 
the  spinal  cord,  are  implicated,  whether  alone  or  in  connection  with  the 
surrounding  tissues. 

Dr.  McCormack  has  found  it  serviceable  in  "  chronic  rheumatism, 
sciatica,  lumbago,  paralysis,  neuralgia  and  hysterical  pains;"  but  it  is  in 
neuralgia  that  most  benefit  is  to  be  derived.  Hereafter,  when  our  other 
known  means  of  cure  have  failed,  we  may  expect  assistance  from  this 
remedy. 

My  own  trials  with  the  "firing"  iron  have  not  been  very  numerous  ; 
but  in  the  cases  in  which  I  have  made  use  of  it,  I  have  experienced 
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the  most  happy  results.  A  medical  friend,  aged  58,  who  had  suffered 
much  from  dyspepsia,  and  the  general  symptoms  of  incipient  phthisis 
for  some  time,  was  attacked  with  extensive  neuralgia  of  the  back  and  ex- 
tremities. By  turns  his  arms,  fingers,  shoulders,  loins,  hips  and  legs  had 
been  the  seat  of  the  most  excruciating  agony.  For  several  weeks  it 
had  been  confined  to  his  loins  and  down  his  thighs — sometimes  on  one 
side,  sometimes  on  the  other.  He  was  taking  three  grains  of  opium 
every  twenty-four  hours,  with  benefit  to  his  pectoral  difficulties,  but  it 
had  no  perceptible  effect  upon  the  neuralgia.  At  this  stage  of  the  case, 
the  "  firing "  iron  was  applied  every  day  upon  the  recurrence  of  the  ' 
pain.  The  iron  used  was  similar  to  that  described  by  Dr.  Corrigau,  ex- 
cept that  it  was  three  eighths  of  an  inch  thick,  by  which  means  it  held 
its  heat  much  longer ;  one  heating  at  a  time  sufficed.  It  was  heated  to 
the  point  commonly  called  "just  hissing  hot,"  and  applied  exactly  in  the 
manner  described  by  Dr.  C.  The  touching  was  kept  up  over  the  pain- 
ful region  till  the  iron  cooled.  Every  application  was  followed  by  a  de- 
cided amelioration  of  the  pain,  and  each  succeeding  attack  was  less  se- 
vere, till  after  about  ten  days  the  pain  was  so  slight  that  the  treatment 
was  suspended.  Since  then  he  has  had  no  recurrence  of  the  pain  suffi- 
cient to  demand  treatment. 

This  case  shows  as  perfectly  as  any  single  case  can,  what  we  may  ex- 
pect from  this  remedy  ;  its  claims  to  our  notice  may  be  summed  up  as 
follows  : — 

1st.  It  is  perfectly  safe.    No  secretion  is  deranged  or  internal  organ 
embarrassed. 

2d.  It  interferes  with  no  other  treatment.  We  can  use  internal  reme- 
dies for  the  same  or  any  co-existing  disease. 

3d.  It  is  painless.  The  patient  feels  only  a  warm  glow  over  the 
part,  no  smarting  or  any  other  disagreeable  sensation. 

4th.  It  can  be  often  repeated. — All  external  effect  is  so  far  gone  as  to 
admit  of  a  renewal  of  the  application  in  ten  or  twelve  hours,  which  is  not 
the  case  with  any  other  mode  of  counter-irritation. 

5th.  //  is  easy  of  application^  is  the  work  of  but  a  few  minutes,  and 
to  the  zealous  practitioner  its  application  can  be  no  task. 

6th.  We  have  one  more  resort  when  othe  treatment  fails — a  resort 
which  will  cure  some  otherwise  incurable  cases,  and  will  do  much  to 
lessen  the  misery  of  multitudes  of  our  fellow  men. 

In  view  of  these  considerations,  I  have  been  induced  to  prepare  this 
article,  hoping  more  attention  may  be  drawn  to  a  remedy,  wlfich  seems 
peculiarly  adapted  to  cure  or  relieve  many  diseases  incident  to  the  cli- 
mate of  New  England.  The  extent  to  which  it  may  be  applied  re- 
mains to  be  made  known.  That  it  may  be  used  to  advantage  in  very 
many  cases,  and  take  the  place  many  times  of  more  painful  counter-irri- 
tants, seems  very  evident. 

Antrim,  N.  H.,  Dec.  26,  1848. 
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Prof.  Meigs's  Introductory  Lecture. — This  genlleman  has  a  hearty, 
happy  style — so  purely  conversational  that  it  matters  not  upon  what  topic 
he  writes  ;  there  is  a  certain  indefinable  something  infused  into  the  text, 
which  induces  any  one  who  begins  to  read  to  keep  on  to  the  end.  Objec- 
tions were  made  to  the  work  on  Midwifery  from  the  pen  of  this  gentleman, 
on  account,  it  was  alleged,  of  its  want  of  dignity  of  expression,  &c., 
which,  by  the  way,  was  in  our  opinion  altogether  ideal.  It  is  an  admira- 
ble work,  which  will  be  read,  and  profitably,  too,  for  a  century  to  come. 
The  professor  says,  in  his  lecture,  that  he  has  been  devoted  to  medical 
pursuits  nearly  forty-eight  years,  "  with  a  zeal  that  might  almost  be  called 
passionate;  but  disgusted,"  he  adds,  "  at  last,  with  the  every-day  routine 
of  it,  satiated  with  its  clinical  results  and  wearied  of  its  sleepless  nights 
and  exhausting  days,  I  find  here  [in  the  school]  something  fresh  ;  some- 
thing, in  spite  of  Solomon,  new  under  the  sun  ;  new  faces,  new  aspirations 
after  knowledge  and  excellence.".  Prof.  Meigs  is  an  independent  philoso- 
pher. He  has  a  thorough  insight  into  human  nature  ;  and  knowing  the 
world  by  having  been  in  active  intercourse  with  its  inhabitants,  he  thinks 
and  says,  and  writes  and  lectures,  precisely  as  he  chooses,  without  regard 
to  the  criticisms  of  people  of  small  calibre.  We  imagine  no  one  sleeps 
while  he  is  in  the  chair,  notwithstanding  his  lectures  in  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College  are  on  midwifery  and  the  diseases  of  women  and  children. 


Coinciding  Tendencies  of  Medicine. — J.  K.  Kirtland,  M.D.,  Professor 
of  Theory  and  Practice  in  the  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Medical  School,  lately  gave 
a  discourse,  introductory  to  the  annual  course,  which  certainly  has  a  spirit 
of  originality  about  it.  The  professor  leads  off,  after  making  some  prac- 
tical and  appropriate  observations,  with  certain  propositions,  viz.  :  1st — 
Remedies  will  coincide  if  not  adapted  to  the  fulfilment  of  the  indications. 
2d — Remedies  will  coincide  if  not  adapted  to  the  grade  of  disease.  "  Cases 
of  similar  quality  of  action  may  differ  in  their  grades  :  one  may  be  higher 
and  the  other  lower  in  the  scale.  For  instar^ce,  two  cases  of  sthenic  dysen- 
tery may  occur,  occupying  remote  extremes,  so  far  as  the  quality  of  the 
action  is  concerned."  3d — Remedies  will  coincide  if  not  timed  to  the 
stage  of  the  disease.  4th — Remedies  will  coincide  if  disproponioned  in 
power  to  the  amount  of  disease.  Dr.  Kirtland  is  exceedingly  ingenious 
at  this  point,  and  shows  that  Lee's  or  Brandreth's  pills,  salts,  tartar  emetic, 
and  various  other  popular  articles,  waste  the  vitality,  irritate  the  mucous 
membranes  and  excite  irritable  action  in  the  biliary  apparatus,  wiihoui  at 
all  counteracting  the  tendency  to  diseased  action.  5th — Remedies  will 
coincide  if  employed  under  a  false  diagnosis.  There  is  too  much  obscurity 
in  the  illustration  under  this  head,  to  discern  the  author's  views  as  clearly 
as  he  intended.  6th — Remedies  will  coincide  if  their  use  be  continued 
after  they  have  accomplished  certain  changes  in  the  system.  7th — Reme- 
dies will  coincide  if  disproportioned  in  power  to  the  amount  of  vitality 
remaining  in  the  system.    For  example — "during  the  stage  of  exhaustion 
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in  fevers,  both  the  disease  and  vitality  are  nearly  expended.  Any  harsh 
or  violent  effort  to  break  up  the  remaining  disease,  is  apt  to  waste  the 
vitality  and  destroy  the  patient."  8th — Remedies  will  coiacide  if  not  suita- 
bly qualified. — It  is  of  no  consequence  to  follow  the  professor  further,  since 
it  is  apparent  that  he  is  an  exceedingly  exact  man  in  whatever  regards 
splitting  hairs  in  disease.  There  is  truth  in  the  illustrations  of  his  propo- 
sitions, while  the  propositions  themselves  stand  out  like  sign-posts  without 
signs.  Yet  there  is  light  enough  in  the  lecture,  if  it  could  be  concentrated. 
Dr.  Kirlland  is  nevertheless  full  of  excellencies — a  happy  teacher,  a  kind 
friend,  a  benevolent,  devoted  physician,  and  fitted  for  any  place  to  which 
medical  men  are  ever  raised.  We  like  his  cautions  to  students — there  is 
safety  in  them  ;  and  the  manner  of  closing  the  address,  now  in  a  pamphlet, 
is  creditable  to  his  heart,  ahhough  it  may  lead  some  to  question  his  confi- 
dence in  the  services  of  the  profession.  "Among  the  few  pleasures,"  he 
says,  "  that  reward  the  skilful  physician  for  his  trials  and  hardships,  is  the 
reflection  that  as  an  agent,  in  the  hand^  of  Providence,  he  has  occasionally 
been  the  means  of  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  his  fellow  beings,  and  res- 
cuing them  from  death.  This  consoles  him  to  renewed  exertions  amidst 
his  darkest  hours.  It  may,  however,  be  embittered  by  the  consciousness, 
that  through  ignorance  or  inattention,  his  remedies,  in  other  instances,  have 
occasioned  more  than  a  counterbalancing  amount  of  injury." 


Dr.  Van  Dyke's  Introductory. — The  introductory  lecture  by  Rush  Van 
Dyke,  M.D.,  of  the  Chair  of  Materia  Medica  and  General  Therapeutics,  in 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine,  commences  by  congratulating  the 
audience  on  the  sound  health  and  flattering  prospects  of  the  new  col- 
lege. From  the  pages  devoted  to  the  neighboring  schools,  it  is  inferred 
that  there  is  no  cordiality  of  friendship  existing  between  them — for  which 
Dr.  Van  Dyke  seems  not  to  care  a  fig.  As  matters  are  going  on  to  satisfy 
him  and  those  with  whom  he  is  associated,  it  is  all  very  well.  Not  know- 
ing anything  about  the  local  jealousies,  or  the  degree  of  interference  that 
possibly  may  have  been  recognized  in  the  premises,  it  is  belter  to  pass 
on  to  the  merits  of  the  main  subject  of  the  lecture — which  may  be  gather- 
ed from  this  one  extract.  "  No  classification  that  has  ever  been  prepared 
in  any  systematic  work  on  the  materia  medica,  has  fulfilled  the  require- 
ments of  rational  medicine  ;  and  second,  that  materia  medica  authors,  by 
affixing  absolute  properties  to  medicines,  and  regular  doses,  and  selected 
rules  of  administration,  have  Indirectly  encouraged  empiricism,  by  placing 
it  in  the  power  of  ignorant  pretenders  linder  easy  rules  of  procedure  to 
apply  medicines  as  specifics,  and  to  quote  the  authority  of  the  profession 
for  so  doing — in  this  way  converting  means  of  incalculable  blessings  into 
instruments  of  evil  to  the  cause  of  public  health  and  happiness."  But 
what  would  the  gentleman  have  ? — glorious  uncertainty  in  everything 
medical  ?  An  exact  weight  and  measure,  with  the  specific  influences 
every  article  in  the  materia  medica  exerts,  as  far  as  it  is  possible  to  ascer- 
tain, is  a  kind  of  knowledge  that  practitioners  require  of  responsible  au- 
thors, of  which  there  are  a  goodly  number  enjoying  our  perfect  confidence 
and  respect. 


Dr.  Cox's  Introductory. — If  the  students  of  all  the  institutions  of  medi- 
cine in  Philadelphia,  were  as  complimentary  in  publishing  the  introduc- 
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tories  of  their  professors,  as  those  at  the  Philadelphia  College  of  Medicine, 
printers  would  thrive,  compositors  be  in  demand,  and  the  protession  he 
supplied  with  an  increased  amount  of  reading.  Christopher  C,  Cox,  ^I.D., 
holds  the  Chair  of  Medical  Jurisprudence  '\n\\\\s  College.  He  has  given  a 
running  history  of  the  progress  of  medicine,  from  the  Egyptian  priests  to 
Chiron,  and  thence  onward,  down  to  the  living  Dr.  Chapman.  He  has 
Hope  large,  and  encourages  those  embarked  in  the  study  of  physic  to  hope 
on.  It  is  a  hard  calling,  to  be  sure,  but  perseverance  is  the  doctrine  that  he 
inculcates.  The  doctor  loves  poetry,  too.  and  entertains  the  reader,  as  he 
did  the  assembly  before  whom  it  was  delivered,  with  specimens  in  both 
Latin  and  English.  Althouijh  this  lecture  is  far  from  being  an  extraordi- 
nary one,  it  is  lively  and  full  of  encouragement,  like  the  letters  from  Cali- 
fornia orold  ditrfrt^rs.  Dr.  C.  has  determined  that  the  new  College  shall 
succeed,  and  it  will  if  all  who  are  connected  with  it  labor  for  its  welfare. 


Blank  Prescriptions. — Messrs.  Philbrick  &;  Traflon,  160  Washington 
street,  Boston,  accomplished  druggists,  have  devised  a  blank  for  the  profes- 
sion of  the  city,  on  which  to  make  their  prescriptions.  It  is  partly  printed, 
and  ensures  uniformity  in  size.  It  also  reduces  the  matter  to  a  degree  of 
order  which  has  never  existed  before.  Specimen  cases  of  the  blanks  have 
been  generously  sent  to  most  of  the  practitioners  of  Boston,  which  will 
soon  lead,  it  is  believed,  to  a  general  acknowledgment  of  their  utility. 


Medical  MlsccUamj — There  are  probnbly  30.000  persons  exprcisiri<r  tfie  profession  of 
nirdicine  in  (fie  United  States. — Scarlet  fever  still  rortinues  to  he  very  destructive  in 
Boston  and  its  neiy'iborhodd  — A  plivsician  in  Pulaski  county,  Illinois,  has  been  sen- 
tenced to  the  Peiiiientiarv  ftT  the  term  of  ft)ur  years  and  a  half,  upon  a  charge  of  nion- 
slnuiihter,  growing  out  of  his  vaccinating  a  man  with  small [)i'X  m.Uter,  fiom  llie  etrects 
of  which  he  died.  If  this  sl.itetneiit  is  true,  a  more  unrishteous  sentence  was  never 
passed,  unless  tlie  act  was  a  wilful  nud  rualicious  one  on  the  part  <if  the  phvsii  iaii.  w  hich 
is  not  to  be  supposed.  Besides,  inocidated  smallpox  is  not  considered  to  be  attended 
with  a  hnndre<lili  part  the  danger  of  that  taken  in  the  ordinary  mode — A  child  died  in 
Boston  last  week,  aged  4  years  and  5  months,  who  had  a  cancerous  tumor  that  weighed 
Vi  pounds  !  being  nearly  as  lar;ie  as  a  man's  head. — Cholera  seotns  to  be  active  at  new 
Orleans,  although  s<Mno  rj)aint;iiti  that  another  disease,  and  not  the  genuine  Asiatic 
cholera,  exists  in  that  city. — .Mi>s  Dix  is  petitioning  the  North  Carolina  Legislature  to 
endow  a  lunalie  asylum,  and  with  so  much  success  ihat  a  j'»int  cotiimittee  has  reported 
a  bill  appro[)rialing  $100,000  |()r  the  purpose — Several  phvsicians  of  Boston  and 
the  ti»wns  near  by,  are  bound  for  California,  They  generally  have  free  f)ass.Tiie  for 
their  professional  services  on  shipboard.  iMore  are  needed  in  the  vessels,  and  still  more 
wdl  he  wanted  in  the  gold  regions.  Suljdiate  of  quinine  is  the  medicine  to  carry.  Fe- 
vers will  probably  prevail  soon  afier  the  rainy  season,  and  prove  verv  destru<  tive  to  the 
miners.  Intermiltents  may  be  expecletl,  as  a  matter  of  course,  in  those  w  ho  work  con- 
Btantly  ir»  llie  water. 


Died,— At  Chelsea,  Vt.,  Dr.  Thomas  Winslow._Af  Haverhill.  N.  H.,  Dr.  Ezra  Bartlett.— In 
New  York,  Mr.  Henry  H.  Seymour,  a  medical  student,  who  killed  himself  by  jumpiiii^  from  an 
upper  story  while  iu  the  deliriuni  of  a  fever. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston— for  the  week  ending  Dec.  30th,  81.— Males,  34 — females,  47.— 
Of  consumption.  12— scarlet  fever,  19— lung:  fever. o—plcurisv  fever.  1— dropsv,  2— tlropsv  on  the 
brain,  G— croup,  5 — infantile,  o— palsy,  1 — cliiId-l>od, ;? — accidental,  2— hoopiiiiv  couoh.  1— old  age, 
l_teelhing,  1— intlniumalion  of  the  lungs,  1— convulsions.  2— nimor,  I— marasmus";  1— disease"  of 
the  bowels,  1— disca>^c  of  the  heart,  1— drowned,  I— influenza,  1— pleurisv,  1— scrofula,  1. 

Under  5  years,  il— between  5  and  "ZO  years  12— between  "20  and  -iU  years,  17— between  40 
and  60  years.  6 — over  60  years.  6. 
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MEDICAL  SCHOOL  OF  MAINE. 
T^B  Medical  Lectures  at  Bowdoin  College  will  commence  on  Wednesday,  the  14th  day  of  February, 

Theory  and  Practice  of  Physic,  by  William  Sweetser,  M.D. 
Anatomy  and  Surgery,  by  JEdmundR.  Peaslee,  M.D. 
Obstetrics,  by  Amos  Nourse,  M.D. 
Materia  Medica,  by  Charles  A.  Lee,  M.D. 
Chemistry  and  Pharmacy,  by  Parker  Cleavelanp,  M.D. 
Medical  .Jurisprudence,  by  Hon.  John  S.  Tenney,  M.A. 
Tlie  Library,  containing  about  3300  volumes, principally  modern  works,  and  the  Anatomical  Cabi- 
net, are  annually  increasing. 

Every  person  becoming  a  member  of  this  institution,  is  required  previously  to  present  satisfactory 
evidence  of  possessing  a  good  moral  character. 

The  amount  ol  fees  for  the  Lectures  is  $50,  payable  in  advance.  Graduation  fee,  including  Diplo- 
ma, $18.    The  Led  ures  continue  (burteen  weeks. 

Degrees  are  conferred  at  the  close  of  the  Lecture  Term  in  May,  and  at  the  follov/ing  Commence- 
ment of  the  College  in  September.                                                   P.  CLEaVELAND,  Sec'y. 
Brunswick,  Nov.,  1848.  N8— eop6t.   

PHILBRICK  &  TRAFTON, 
Keep  constantly  on  hand  and  offer  to  the  Profession  the  following  Drugs  and  Chemicals :— Superior 
Eng.  Extracts  of  Conii,  Ilyosciaini,  Belladonna),  Taraxici,  Valerianae;  Sarsap.,  do.  Comp.,  Colch. 
Rad.  Acet.,  Colocynth  Comp.,  Aconite,  Stramonii,  all  manufactured  in  vacuo  and  warranted  of  offi- 
cinal strength.  Colchicum  and  all  its  preparations — viz.,  Root,  Seed,  Tincture,  Wine  and  Vinegar. 
Root  and  Leave.- «'f  Aconite,  Eng. ;  Sat.  Tinct.  Rad.  Aconite,  for  external  use  ;  Essential  Oils  Er- 
got, Valerian,  Copaiba  Cubebs,  Varilla,  Origanum,  Camphor.  Eng.  powdered  articles  of  the  finest 
quality  — viz.,  True  Turkey  Rhei,  true  Socolrine  Aloes,  Digitalis,  Squills,  Valerian,  Ipecac,  Jalap, 
Camboge,  Colocynth,  Opium,  Myrrh,  Jamaica  Ginger  ;  Pure  Creosote;  Eng.  Leaves  of  Digitalis, 
Hyosciamns  and  Belladonna;  Root  of  Turkey  Rhubarb,  Pareira  Brava;  Para  Sarsaparilla,  true  > 
Vallet's  Pills  and  Mass ;  Blue  Pill  Opt. ;  Phosphate  Ammonia  ;  Liquor  Ammonia  concent.;  Nitrate 
Silver  in  crystals;  Tart.Antim.,  Eng.  ami  French,  in  crystals;  Calomel,  Eng.  Hydrosublimed ; 
Pure  Croion  Oil  ;  Eng.  Veratria  ;  Granville's  Counter-irritant  Lotion  ;  Pure  Cod  Liver  Oil,  (our  own 
preparation) ;  Pure  Sulphuric  Ether  ;  Chloroform  ;  Spts.  Lavender,  comp.  superior  ;  Syrup  lod  Iron^ 
Syr.  lod.  and  Chloride  Iron  (our  own);  Q.ueensville's  Metallic  Iron;  Diarseniate  Quinine;  Iodide 
Quinine  ;  Valerianates  of  Zinc,  Quinine  and  Iron  ;  Glycerin  ;  Syrup  Rhamin.  Comp.  Tralton's  (our 
own  manufacture)  ;  Succinic  Acid  ;  Ext.  Canabis  Indica;  Tinct.  of  do.  ;  lod.  Hydrarg.  Poiassa ;  Mu- 
riate of  Opium,  a  new  preparation,  not  possessing  the  objectionable  qualities  of  the  gum  ;  Syr.  Pru- 
ni.  Virginianae  ;  Do.  Comp.;  Sat.  Tinct.  Conium  (Scudumore's) ;  Cucumber  Ointment;  Matico| 
Tarragona  Wine,  used  in  Canker,  Diarrhoea,  &c.  ;  Salts  Wormwood;  Digilaline  ;  Salacine  ;  Aconi- 
tine;  Collodion,  or  Liciuid  Adhesive  Plaster;  Tinct.  Wild  Strawberry,  Comp.  (used  extensively  in 
Dysentery);  Donnovan's  Solution,  &c.  &c.  All  new  Chemicals  added  to  our  list  as  soon  as  they 
appear.  We  keep  also,  Swedish  Leeches  ;  Glass  Ware;  Instruments;  Pure  Spirits  and  Wines,  of 
every  kind,  and  sold  for  medicinal  purposes  only.  We  intend  to  make  our  stock  as  complete  as 
possible,  and  every  article  warranted  to  be  of  the  quality  sold  or.  Orders  invariably  filled  with  the 
best  (luality,  unless  an  inferior  quality  is  specified.  Any  thing  not  proving  satisfactory  in  quality  or 
price,  can  be  returned  at  our  expense.   June  21 

JOSEPH  BURlSrETT, 
Ai»OTHECARY  (SUCCESSOR  TO  T.  Metcalf),  No.  33  Tremont  Row, 
Offers  to  Surgeons  and  Dentists,  the  best  selected  assortment  of  Instruments  to  be  found  in  the  city  , 
consisting  in  part  of'  Amputating,  Trepanning,  Obstetrical,  Dissecting,  Strabismus,  Pocket,  Eye,  and 
Cooper's  Cases ;  Scarificators,  Catheters,  Bougies,  Stomach  Pumps,  Injecting  do..  Spring  and  Thumb 
Lancets,  Disseciing  and  Dressing  Scissors,  Trocars,  Needles,  Bistouries ;  Dressing,  Dissecting,  Poly- 
pus and  Throat  Forceps,  Tonsirinstruinents, &c. &c.,  of  American,  English  and  French  manufacture. 

Extracting  Forceps,  of  Chevalier's  manufacture  from  Dr.  Flagg's  patterns,  in  sets  of  12,  or  singly, 
of  superior  form  and  finish;  Excavators,  Burrs,  Pluggers,  Drills,  Files;  Cutting,  Splitting  and  Punch- 
ing Forceps;  Gobi  and  Platina  Plate  and  Wire,  common  and  fine  Solder,  Spiral  Springs,  Gold  and  Tia 
Foil,  Mineral  Teeth,  in  great  variety,  (much  the  largest  assortment  to  be  foun<l  in  New  England), 
Grindstones,  and  almost  every  article  used  in  the  surgical  or  mechanical  departments  ot  Dentistry. 

Instruntents  sharpened  and  repaired  at  short  notice. 

(EJ*  All  ordersfrom  the  coinitry  shall  receive  careful  and  prompt  attention. 
 Feb.  10.  — tf  

WILLIAM  BROWN, 

At  his  Apothecary  store,  corner  of  Washington  and  Eliot  streets,  keeps  constantly  on  hand  a  fresh 
supply  of  Medicines,  selected  expressly  for  Physicians' and  Families'  use,  including  all  the  English 
extracts— Conii,  Belladonna,  Ifyoscyami,  Taraxaci,  &c.  Also,  all  the  new  Chemical  preparations 
recently  introduced.  Great  care  isiaken  in  selecting  the  choicest  of  medicines  for  physicians' pre- 
»cripti(ms;  not  trusting  to  such  articles  as  rhubarb,  ipecac,  jalap,  aloes,  &c.,  powdered  by  steam 
and  water  power,  but  having  them  pulverized  fresh  from  the  root,  under  my  own  superintendence. 
The  most  strict  personal  attention  paid  to  dispensing  physicians'  prescriptions.  No  one  petmitted 
to  nut  tin  'ircxrrintioni--  except  those  of  long  experience  in  the  business.  Jan.  ^ — ]y 

BENEFITS  IN  SICKNESS. 
The  Massachusetts  Health  Insurance  Co.,  established  in  Boston,  will  contract  to  insure  males 
between  the  ages  of  16  and  65 — allowances  of  $4,  $6  or  $8  per  week  during  sickness  for  any  term 
Irom  one  to  five  years.    Premiums  payable  annually.    Oflice  in  Museum  Building,  Tremovt  street. 

A.  L.siTintiOS,  Secretary.  THOMAS  TARBELL,  Prcsidcnf. 

Dn.tJ  Consultins:  Physician.  S29— tf  

A  PHYSICIAN, 

Pi.easantly  located  in  a  town  about  six  miles  from  Exeter,  N.  H.,  wishing  to  retire  from  practice, 
would  be  glad  to  dispose  of  his  house,  land  (about  three  acres),  outbuildings,  &c.,  to  a  well  qualified 
practitioner.  Practice  worth  from  ten  to  twelve  hundred  dollars.  Particulars  may  be  learned  on 
application  to  Drs.  Perry  and  Gorham  of  Exeler,  N.H.,  or  Dr.  B.  T.  Prescott,  of  Bo.ston,  Mass.  All 
jelter*  post-paid.  Oct  25— If 
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IRRITABLE  ULCERS— THEIR  PECULIARITIES  AND  TREATMENT. 

FROM  A  LECTURE   BY    GEO.  CRITCHETT,  ESQ,.,  ASSIST,  SURG.  TO  THE  LOKDON  HOSPITAL 

I  HAVE  now  a  few  remarks  to  offer  you  on  the  subject  of  irritable  ulcers. 
I  have  given  them  a  separate  notice,  because  they  present  some  marked 
peculiarities,  and  lequire  some  important  modification  of  treatnient. 
They  are  most  distressing  to  the  sufferer,  and  resist  all  the  ordinary 
methods  of  treatment,  and  therefore  deserve  our  best  consideration.  The 
irritable  sore  is  usually  small  and  superficial  ;  it  is  most  commonly  found 
in  females,  usually  situated  about  the  ankle,  and  sometimes,  but  not  in- 
variably, complicated  with  varicose  veins.  The  surrounding  'parts  look 
of  a  somewhat  deeper-red  color,  but  the  indications  of  inflammatory  action 
are  slight,  and  bear  no  comparison  whatever  with  the  excessive  pain 
complained  of;  herein  lies  the  grand  distinguishing  characteristic  of  this 
particular  form  of  ulcer — that  the  appearance  and  symptoms  give  no  ade- 
quate suggestion  of  the  extreme  amount  of  tenderness  and  suffl^ring  ex- 
perienced by  the  patient.  The  sore  itself  looks  patchy,  with  bright-red 
spots  mixed  with  yellow  ;  the  surface  is  glazed,  and  the  discharge  thin  ; 
the  edges  are  irregular  and  undefined.  This  is  the  more  common  ap- 
pearance, but  I  have  met  with  some  sores  with  a  tolerably  healthy  as- 
pect, and  yet  extremely  irritable.  I  used  formerly  to  be  much  em- 
barrassed with  these  cases,  but  experience  has,  I  think,  taught  me  a  me- 
thod by  which  they  are  to  be  controlled  ;  and  I  shall  endeavor  to  ex- 
plain my  mode  of  treatment  by  relating  to  you  some  of  tlie  particulars 
of  a  somewhat  remarkable  case,  from  which  1  first  caught  my  present 
views  respecting  what  I  believe  to  be  the  most  successful  way  of  curing 
this  affection.  Some  years  ago,  I  was  sent  for  to  see  a  female  between 
50  and  60  years  of  age,  residing  in  the  neighborhood  of  Spitalfields. 
She  was  the  wife  of  a  clerk  at  the  Docks,  and  had  been  accustomed 
to  a  ref^ular  allowance  of  beer  and  spirits,  though  never  to  the  extent  of 
producing  intoxication.  On  entering,  I  found  her  pacing  the  room,  ap- 
parently in  great  agony.  I* have  seldona  seen  a  countenance  that  ex- 
hibited greater  irritability  and  suffering,  and  I  was  told  by  her  daughter 
that  she  spent  a  considerable  part  both  of  the  day  and  night  in  this 
way.  She  pointed  out  to  me,  as  the  cause  of  all  her  anguish,  a  super- 
ficial ulcer,  about  the  size  of  a  shilling,  situated  on  the  tibia,  just  above 
the  inner  malleolus ;  it  looked  rather  angry,  and  there  was  slight  sur- 
24 
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rounding  redness  ;  there  was  no  thickening  in  the  vicinity,  or  any  gene- 
ral swelling  of  the  limb,  though  the  great  saphena  vein  was  somewhat 
enlarged.  The  ulcer  had  existed  much  in  the  same  state  for  about  six 
months,  the  pain  occasionally  remitting,  and  then  returning  with  in- 
creased violence.  Her  general  symptoms  indicated  great  irriiability  of 
system  ;  the  pulse  was  weak  and  quick,  the  tongue  was  foul  and  tremu- 
lous, and  there  was  a  well-marked  gouty  diathesis.  During  this  time 
she  had  applied  to  three  or  four  medical  men  in  succession,  and  had  of 
course  tried  a  great  variety  of  local  and  constitutional  remedies,  but  with- 
out obtaining  any  relief.  She  was  of  a  very  impatient  temper,  and  posi-^- 
lively  refused  to  take  any  more  medicine,  but  expressed  her  deternjina- 
tion  to  lose  the  limb  if  the  pain  did  not  abate.  I  wished  to  apply  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  but  she  told  me  it  very  much  increased  her  suffering  at 
the  time,  without  any  subsequent  benefit.  1  had  so  often  healed  such 
much  more  formidable  wounds  that  I  did  not  anticipate  much  difficulty 
in  this  case,  and  I  felt  sure,  if  I  could  only  close  the  sore,  all  pain 
would  cease  ;  1  found  that  strapping  had  been  applied,  but  it  had  only 
aggravated  every  symptom.  This  had  so  often  occurred  to  me  before, 
in  practice,  that  1  determined  to  support  the  limb  in  my  usual  way,  and 
as  all  the  symptoms,  according  to  my  former  experience,  indicated  that 
this  should  be  done  lightly,  and  as  the  wound  was  so  exquisitely  tender 
that  she  *could  hardly  bear  me  to  touch  it,  I  proceeded  to  envelope  the 
entire  limb  as  gently  as  possible  in  strapping.  I  persevered  in  this  plan 
lor  about  three  weeks,  but  without  the  slightest  benefit;  indeed,  with  in- 
crease of  the  painful  symptoms.  At  the  end  of  this  lime,  finding  I  had 
been  anticipated  in  every  other  remedy,  I  determined  to  give  the  plan 
that  had  so  often  stood  me  in  good  stead,  in  what  appeared  to  be  far 
worse  wounds,  one  more  trial,  and  at  least  make  some  impression  on  the 
case,  be  it  for  better  or  worse  ;  therefore,  although  the  sore  looked 
angry,  and  was  situated  on  the  bone,  although  there  was  no  percej)tible 
swelling,  and  the  surrounding  parts  were  of  a  bi'ight-red  color,  and 
everything  seemed  to  contra-indicate  firm  support,  yet,  as  a  dernier  res- 
sort,  1  applied  the  strapping  as  tightly  as  my  muscular  power  enabled 
me.  I  may  almost  say,  that  from  that  hour  all  pain  ceased,  and  at  tlie 
end  of  a  fortnight  the  sore  was  perfectly  healed,  and  I  have  reason  to 
believe  has  remained  well  ever  since.  It  was  remarkable  in  this  case 
how  much  the  irritability  of  system  subsided  with  the  relief  of  the  local 
disease. 

I  have  met  with  many  other  cases  of  this  type,  and  I  have  uniformly 
succeeded  in  relieving  them  in  the  same  way.  A  very  well-marked 
case  of  the  same  kind  occurred  at  the  Hospital  a  few  months  ago :  the 
patient  was  a  middle-aged  female ;  the  sore  was  small,  situated  over  the 
inner  malleolus,  and  complicated  with  varicose  veins  ;  the  pain  was  in- 
tense, and  aggravated  by  rest,  being  always  much  worse  during  the  night. 
I  directed  caustic  to  be  applied,  and  the  leg  to  be  strapped  as  tightly  as 
possible.  This  was  continued  for  some  weeks  without  amendment,  and 
she  begged  me  to  try  some  other  plan,  as  she  was  nearly  worn  out  I 
was  so  convinced  that  this  was  a  case  that  was  only  to  be  relieved  in 
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this  way,  that  I  took  it  in  hand  myself,  in  order  to  give  the  very  tight 
strapping  a  thorough  trial,  knowing  that  it  is  only  after  long  practice,  a^id 
under  the  conviction  of  the  necessity  of  using  great  forced  that  a  requi- 
site amount  of  tightness  is  obtained.  1  strained  the  plaster  in  this  way 
with  all  my  strength,  causing  the  woman  to  cry  out  as  it  passed  over  the 
wound.  But  It  was  her  last  cry  of  pain;  her  next  was,  that  I  would 
repeat  the  application  ;  and  in  a  very  short  time  she  was  quite  well. 
INitrate  of  silver  is  sometimes  a  useful  adjunct  in  allaying  the  irritability, 
but  occasionally  it  cannot  be  borne.  I  have  met.with  some  of  these 
cases  in  which  the  pain  has  continued  in  a  somewhat  mitigated  degree 
until  the  sore  was  quite  healed  ;  you  must  therefore  persevere  in''  all 
cases  where  you  find  the  sore  diminishing,  even  though  the  pain  mav 
still  remain,  bearing  in  mind  that  as  soon  as  the  ulcer  is  cured,  all  suffer- 
mg  IS  at  an  end. 

I  feel,  then,  that  I  am  justified,  from  the  above  cases,  and  others  of 
a  similar  kind  that  have  come  under  my  notice,  in  forming  the  conclusion, 
that  whenever  irritabdity  is  the  leading  symptom,  not  being  attended  with 
a  proportionate  amount  of  acute  inflammation,  a  degree  of  ti<rhtness  that 
almost  under  any  other  circumstances  would  be  most  injurious,  is  not 
only  easily  borne,  but  is  absolutely  required  for  the  cure  of  the  case.— 
Liondon  Lancet. 


INFLUENCE  OF  QUACKERY  ON  HEALTH,  MORALS,  &c. 
^  [Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

Remarks  of  Mr  Sanborn,  of  Hanover,  in  the  N.  H.  Legislature, 
upon  the  Bill  incorporating  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Botanic 
tSociety. 

When  the  Portuguese  navigators  first  doubled  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
m  the  I5tli  century,  and  coasted  along  the  shores  of  southern  India,  the 
evidences  of  wealth  and  refinement  which  everywhere  met  the  eye  in- 
clmed  ihem  to  believe  that  they  had  discovered' a  christian  instead  of  a 
heathen  country.  The  crew  of  the  first  ship  that  landed  upon  that  coast 
visited  a  heathen  temple.  At  its  entrance,  they  were  met  by  priests 
wearing  beads,  resembling  the  Catholic  rosary,  and  holding  ia^heir 
hands  vessels  of  holy  water,  which  they  sprinkled  upon  those  w&  en- 
tered.  Within  the  temple,  they  discovered  numerous  images,  which 
they  took  to  be  those  of  saints.  This  completed  the  illusion,  and  they 
all  prostrated  themselves  in  an  act  of  solemn  devotion.  But  one  sailor, 
being  a  little  more  considerate  than  the  rest,  before  saying  his  prayers,' 
raised  himself  to  survey  the  interior  of  the  temple,  and  observing  that 
the  images  were  grotesque  and  unsightly,  having  divers  supernumerary 
hands  and  feet  and  other  appurtenances  not  strictly  human,  he  put  in 
the  following  caveat  before  proceeding  with  his  devotions:— If  these 
be  devils,  it  is  God  that  I ivorshipr  I  must  confess  that  I  approach 
tbjs  new  temple  of  science  which  this  bill  proposes  to  rear,  with  similar 


\ 


472  A  Speech  on  QuacJcenj. 

feelinr-s.  I  know  not  whelber  to  enler  ils  portals  as  a  wois'.iipper  or  a 
ecosnnf  wheilu-r  to  olFer  i,K-ense  upon  this  new  altar,  or  bul  defiance 
to  the  presi.ling  riiviuitv.  If  it  be  the  real  object  of  the  petitioners  to 
;.o,not'e  true  "science.  1  am  in  favor  of  the  hi  I  If  they  propose  o 
mnlliply  the  mis-calied  ren.erlies  lor  the  cure  of  <  .f  'I'  "'^J 

Linote  einpiiicisn,,  1  am  opposed  to  ,he  bil  .  The  bill  ,s  so  mawn 
IlK.t  it  does  not  r.veal  the  modn,  operandi  which,  the  peimoners  pio,.o>e 
to  adool  "  for  llse  promotion  of  medical  and  botanical  science.  l.>ut  it 
is  fair  to  indiie  of  men  by  their  woiks.  Knowing  tlie  petilioners  to  be 
extensively  emi'loved  in  the  mannfactnre  and  sale  of  vegetable  medicines, 
it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  the  object  of  this  bill  is  to  increase  then- 
sales,  "ive  popularity  to  their  business,  and  iinp;irt  dignity  and  cliaracter 
to  thei"  peculiar  profession.  Whether  they  have  fairly  stated_  their  ob- 
ject, remains  for"  h.e  House  to  decide.  If  a  company  of  '^'^^''^  /™™ 
Fianconia  should  come  here  and  ask  for  an  act  of  ntcorpora  ion  foi  the 
promotion  of  mmc™%-</,  and,  under  the  vague  and  g^"'''-'^!  P™;f^""« 
of  such  a  bill,  should  establish  an  extensive  iron  fonndiy  and  faclo  i^s 
for  the  manufeclnre  of  all  kinds  of  machinery,  we  should  infer  that  tliey 
had  obtained  their  charter  under  felse  pretences  ;  and  we  should  e 
more  readily  infer  this,  if  the  same  corporation  should  proceed  to  the 
working  of  precious  metals,  mixing  them  with  base  alloys,  and  elling 
their  siiuriotls  articles  for  pure  gold  and  silver.  Or  ,f  an  assoca  ion  of 
speculators  shouU.I  obtain  an  act  of  incorporation  for  the  P'^o''""  »| 
the  science  of  chemistry  ;  and,  under  a  charter  thus  obtained,  should 
set  up  an  establishment  for  dyeing  and  printing  cahcoes,  and  in  addi- 
tion should  compound  and  sell  all  kinds  of  adulterated  paints  and 
oils,  every  reasonable  man  would  say  that  they  had  abused  their  privileges 
and  forfeited  their  charter.  .  ,     .  .,  , 

The  cases  supposed  seem  to  ine  to  be  precisely  similar  to  the  one  now 
under  consideration.  The  petitioners  ask  for  an  act  for  the  promotion 
of  science  ;  they  intend,  as  1  believe,  to  manufacture  and  sell  vegetable 
medicines  to  be  heralded  to  the  world  as  the  wonderful  discoveries  of 
scientific  men  acting  under  this  new  charter.  I  propose,  therefore,  to 
discourse  at  some  length  upon  the  influence  of  popular  nostrums,  lor  the 
cure  of  diseases,  upon  the  'Jiealth,  morals  and  pecuniary  resources  ol  the 
co.r*inity.  1  trust  that  wfele  I  confine  my  remarks  to  charlatans  and 
imt^tors,  no  gentleman  will  regard  my  discoui-se  as  personal  to  himself. 

The  most  scientific  physicians  of  the  age  admit  that,  in  past  ages, 
too  much  medicine  has  generally  been  administered  to  the  sick,  t-x- 
cessive  medication  has  been  a  fault  of  many  practitioners  of  the  healing 
art  •  and  why  ?  Simply  because  a  large  proportion  of  the  diseases  lor 
which  physicians  are  called  upon  to  prescribe,  are  imaginary,  an<]  the 
patients  really  need  no  medicine.  All  physicians  and  metaphysicians 
acrree  on  this 'point,  that  the  imagination  has  an  important  agency  both 
in  the  production  and  cure  of  diseases.  The  mind  and  body  are  so  m- 
timately  associated  that  they  mutually  affect  each  other.  Moreover, 
many  4al  diseases  are  merely /»icfton«Z  and  not  organic  in  their  nature. 
They  beloncT  rather  to  the  movement  of  the  Vila!  machmery  than  to  its 
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separate  organs.  For  instance,  a  clock  or  n  atch  may  be  perfect,  in  all  its 
wlieels,  and  yet  fa,i  to  marii  the  lime  accurately,  because  it  is  not  well 
\  f-  !  ''7^'"  system  may  be  sound  and  entire,  in  ail  its 
pa  ts,  and  yet  Ms  hea  thy  functions  ,nay  be  so  deranged  as  ,o  render  the 
patient  really  tit.  ftow  what  does  such  a  man  need?  Simply  the 
admuoi  a  competent  physician,  who  may  prescribe,  perhaps,  a 'change 
o  d,et,  a  change  of  place,  new  ob,ecls  of  atleniion,  inceased  exercise, 
o.  some  inert  and  harmless  medicine  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  die  patient! 
Ihc  existence  of  tins  great  class  of  merely  functional  and  freauentlv 
imaginary  diseases,  gives  the  homoeopadiist  his  wonderful  success.  Be- 

mfnl'^P     '      '"f^  P''"''^"'  "°  medicine;  he  ad- 

sTcr^hl'"  '"fi""es,ma  quantity,  just  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the 
sick,  llmt  "something  should  be  done,"  and  the  man  speedily  reco- 
veis.  Uid  any  sane  man  ever  persuade  himself  that  the  'efficacy  of  a 
Ihe  snnll  '"■'"''''^  ^"'''"'''^     diminished  ?  and  that 

o   ,h.  fn  ,         fT'        "'T  P"''"'  If  the  doctrines 

,  01  the  founder  of  homoeopathy  be  true,  an  ounce  of  opium  would  convert 
Lake  Superior  mto  excellent  paregoric,  and  the  world  might  be  supplied 
.  with  soporjfic  mixtures  already  shaken  and  fi,  for  use,  as  long  as  timi  shall 
a.t.    but  Hahnemann  was  a  deceiver  and  an  impostor.  His  own  lauc^ua^e 
to  a  friend  was-"  I  give  medicines  but  very  seldom,  although  1  arwa;s 
prescribe  small  powders  !    I  do  this  for  the  sake  of  keepi„°a  un  in  the 
patient  s  mind  the  firm  belief  that  each  powder  contaiLs  °a  particular 
dose  of  some  medicine!     Most  patients  will  get  well  by  adoptin/a 
simple  modeof  living,  and  by  placing  a  boundless  confidence   n  their 
med.ca  a  tendants."    It  ,s,  no  doubt,  well  for  the  patient  to  confide  irl 
the  skill  of  his  physician,  and  it  is  sometimes  well  to  humor  the  patient's 
desire  for  a  prescription,  though  no  medicine  be  neede.l.    In  such  cases, 
the  most  eminent  physicians  frequently  administer  some  innocent  sub- 
successful  '  ^      '  '        ^""^  *^'«^'*''"<=l'  "^"«lly  proves 
Besides  the  imaginary  diseases  above  alluded  to,  another  large  class 
arises  from  slight  indigestion,  or  from  occasional  intemperance  in  food  or 
dnnk    A  man  abuses  his  system  by  excessive  eating,  or  by  improper  or  in- 
nmrmous  food.    He  sufters  from  nausea,  faintness  and  depression  of  spirits. 
At  night  he  ,s  troubled  by  bad  dreams  or  incubus.    Another,- perhaps, 
has  been  too  closely  confined  to  a  sedentary  life,  has  inhaled  bad  air,  and 
feels  languid  and  feeble, experiencing  what  an  old  lady  once  denominated 
a  sense  of  all-gone-ness."    What  do  such  patients  need?    The  first 
should the  second  should  "  take  up  his  bed  and  walk."    But  while 
they  are  suffering  from  a  voluntary  transgression  of  the  laws  of  health  the 
advertisement  of  some  nostrum  vender  meets  their  eye.    It  matters  little 
what  the  medicine  may  be,  it  is  adapted  to  cure  any  and  every  specific 
disease.    Their  symptoms  are  exactly  described  ;  thousands  have  alieadv 
been  cured,  and  respectable  men  certify  to  the  efficacy  of  the  ofl-ered 
remedy.    They,  too  are  persuaded  to  try  it.    They  take  into  the  sto- 
mach, already  enfeebled  and  needing  rest— a  stimulant,  perhaps  an  active 
poison,  which  operates  as  a  local  irritant.    The  patient  immediately  feels 
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better,  and  the  next  day  is  ready  to  certify  to  the  wonderful  efficacy  of 
the  new  reniedy,  and  perhaps  on  the  day  followinc;  he  finds  it  necessary 
to  re'^ort  to  it  ^' yet  agninJ^    The  niiiaculoiis  cure  can  be  easily  ac- 
counted for.    The  op(Tation  of  the  stimulant  or  local  irritant  is  simply 
this.    It  has  pleased  the  Creator  to  lay  up  in  the  store-house  of  the 
human  constitution  a  vast  amount  of  strength  and  animal  spirits,  which 
remain  latent  while  the  system  is  in  healthy  and  undisturbed  action,  but 
are  developed  by  certain  exciting  agents  and  causes.    This  dormant 
energy  may  he  waked  to  action  eit'ier  through  the  agency  of  strong 
passions  and  mental  excitement,  or  by  medical  agents  operating  mechani- 
cally upon  the  delicate  lining  membrane  of  the  internal  organs.  Alcohol 
and  all  the  diffusive  stimulants  operate,  in  this  \N'ay,  upon  the  animal  sys- 
tem.   As  most  of  the  nostrums  of  the  day  contain  alcohol,  or  some  other 
poison  or  irritant  resembling  it  in  its  effects,  we  may  very  properly  illus- 
trate the  operntion  of  patent  medicines,  by  the  well-known  effects  of 
alcohol.    Alcohol,  like  other  active  poisons,  is  indigestible;   and,  of 
course,  innutritions.    No  part  of  the  system  can  assimilate  it.  When 
taken  into  the  mouth  its  tendency  is  to  corrugate  its  lining  surface  an  ^ 
produce  a  burning  sensation  in  the  organs  of  taste.    It  produces  the 
same  effect  upon  the  stomach.    It  is  taken  up  by  the  absorbents,  and 
mingling  with  tlie  blood,  it  moves  in  a  fiery  current  through  the  arteries 
and  veins,  visiting,  in  its  course,  the  heart,  the  lungs,  and  the  brain. 
Of  course,  the  nervous  system  is  greatly  excited,  and  there  is  an  increase 
of  nervous  energy,  and  consequently  an  increase  of  strength  and  animal 
spirits.    The  latent  powers  of  the  system  are  roused,  and  the  machinery 
of  life  moves  with  an  increased  and  unnatural  velocity.     This  effect 
continues  till  the  offensive  fluid,  being  rejected  at  every  portal  of  life 
within,  is  thrown  off  from  the  system  by  the  emunctories  and  pores  of 
the  skin.    Herein  it  operates  as  a  deceiver.    The  weary  man,  or  the 
sick  man,  drinks  and  feels  refreshed.    He  is,  as  he  believes,  both  brighter 
and  stronger;  while,  in  fact,  he  has  only  drawn,  in  advance,  upon  that 
nervous  energy,  which  is  treasured  up  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  sys- 
tem in  cases  of  emergency.    Any  of  the  violent  passions  would,  when 
in  action,  produce  the  same  result.    Let  a  neighbor  approach  the  toper 
just  as  he  is  about  to^raise  Bie  cup  to  his  lips,  and  spurn  him  with  the 
foot  or  boffet  him  with  tb^  §3t,  without  provocation,  and  will  not  the 
insult  make  the  weary  man  forget  his  fatigue  ?    Will  it  not  increase  his 
strength  as  much  as  though  he  had  swallowed  the  potation.    No  doubt 
it  would  ;  and  the  excitement  resulting  from  the  exercise  of  any  strong 
passion  would  produce  the  same  result,  wdiether  it   be   love  or  fear, 
jealousy  or  hate.    But  in  the  human  constitution,  as  in  physics,  action 
and  re-action  are  equal  and  in  contrary  directions.    The  unnatural  ex- 
citeujent,  from  whatever  cause  produced,  whether  by  alcohol,  vegetable 
elixirs  or  passion,  is  followed  by  unnatural  depression  and  consequent  phy- 
sicjfi  exhaustion.    A  man,  by  using  artificial  stimulants,  may  do  the  work 
of  two  days  in  one,  and  he  will  live  two  days  in  one  ;  and  this  is  the 
reason  why  drunkards  do  not  live  out  half  their  days.    The  same  is 
true  of  those  who  swallow  large  quantities  of  patent  medicines,  which 
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usually  contain  some  active  nnUnn  T\ 
local  initant  upon  the  alreadv  faded  sm J  7  T'''"' 
and  produce  a'clnonic  and  i.fciSfe  di"::  '  '"'"^  '"^"'"'^ 

catS:'.:;;:;,;;:.  Siiifs'XtJr''-^^^-  ^^^-^^  -di. 

answer  is  obvious.     Tie  ;ickV^l     many  cures  announced?  The 
would  recover  niuch  sooLr  ti,  fo"  Tt   '  m'"'"  r'^""  r''''"""' 
are  only  lucky  coincidences     P„T I,       ^""^      'hese  boasted  cures 
stumbling  block  of  isn"™  ;  Zn     O  '        ^7^^  Z'"^.  is  the  great 
order  of  time,  the  inference  is  tlni  >l  «"°"'er  in  the 

antecedent.  Patrick  called  on  h I  nl  ^""^^l"^'  '^^^  'he  etTec,  of  the 
wife.  He  was  ordered  ^  anolv  a  h.-P  ^■"""J  '  P'^^^ip'io"  for  his 
chest  in  the  house,    r  plied  '^^h/  bllt     I  f'^'"''-    P'^'  having  no 

the  wifeA«pj,e«erf\o'     ove    anS  w^^^       f  '"^  '^""l<.  ^"d 

of  the  application.  A  ^  yearf  ar.r  -r'"/-'";'/  '^'^  '^'^'^'^r 
prophet,  who  healed  tim  dLse/nf "n'.  '  "'""^r"  ^'-"™""'  ^  '"'^''i^al 
sent  hin,  a  minute  accmm  Tf  d  elr  s^  Provided  they 

lady,  residing  in  the  co  ,ntf  o  PI  '^p t""'."^'  T''  ''V'^red  fie.  A 
long  time  he"en  in  iM  l3  I^.  J  ""%S'^'<^.  who  l«d  for  a 

netghbor  who  was  about  to  'vl  t  tl^ Lide  t  'of^S;!''  'h"  ^ 
letter  detaihng  the  symptoms  of  her  hTJ  c,  '"""P''''''  'o  '^ai'T  a 
time  when  he  wotdc  a  ve  t  h  '  'far  ,t  ^  "  ""'""'^'^  ^'''§^"'1^  the 
her  disease  was  ^m  Z  L^  IJ^T^.'^^  "^""^  ^^'''"'-r 

time  of  his  arrival,  she  bein  o  -unend    ,b  ■  ^'  ^"PP^^^d 

extended  he,-  walk  the  dav  fn  !„;         '  ^  I*""  '''J'  ^'"^  w='"<ed  abroad, 
was  much  improve    iJ  i  i  r  ';!,' ''"^  neighbor  returned 

faithless  neighbor  had  never  seen  '''f  ='^'^''''ai"ed  that  thj 

and  money'were  returned  The  hlJ"°P  r '  ?\  ""°P«"«d  letter 
facts.  It  is  no  doubt  t  ne  that  mo  e  h7  f  ^f'^l'''"''"')'  is  full  of  such 
occur,  would  terminate  sTc'ce  s if  nn     '     '^'^  °^  'hat 

medicine  were  taken     Th.  „      ^     no  physician  were  called  and  no 
The  cure  of  hrs;roS  by  tl":iT'  'hecertifica.es  of  imposto,.!" 
sympathetic  powder,  in    opl  "  °Iblur2n^^  '"'^ 
mony  in  point.    For  mlrty  1,  e mtion,  ^  ago,  furnish  testi- 

of  England  to  lav  ,hZ  hi  ^f"'"'"'""''  "  customary  for  the  kings 
evil"  (socaLKdL  ^"^  the  "wl 

tient.  Vh  prot^te  'iT  "'^^f ^"""^       "^^     -ch  p'a! 

patients  of  this  fescrii  all  nf  t  '°  ''"''^  ''"'^'"'''^  "^''^'y  100.000 
cept  in  cases  of  defic  n  faith  T  T  '"T  T"''"^^y  ^'^"'^^'^'^  ex- 
■nen.al  state  of  patien  ^  i„  r  t  '^"""'^  P-^^^har 

and  perhaps,  in  'som    i'n  ances  ZllTii  '"''^n  '"f'''' 
the  patient,  not  in  the  kZ     The  ,?      ' ''  ^^^i^ed  i" 

ointtnent,  which  was  so  pon^^larTTr  aT  T  "r""'"'""'  °'  ^'^^P"" 
plied  to  the  _„  a^dTot  io  Z  '"'V"^'f'""  ^^'°""ds,  wasap- 
of  the  sympatbeti:,  P"wd  r^fo  ,h  "re^i^rof  n 

to  tesfFy  to  the  eV^^of  ^ch^^f  trabst^if ^^^^^^^  ' 
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cesses  So  when  Perkins's  metallic  tractors  were  in  vogue,  about  40 
years  a.o,  it  s  said  that  a  m.llion  and  a  half  of  rad.cal  cures  were  an- 
nounced as  resulting  from  the  use  of  these  harmless  p.eces  ot  me  . 
They  were  soon  discarded  by  the  public  when  u  was  ascertamed  that 
eially  wonderful  results  were  produced  by  tractors  of  lead  or  wood 
with  nails,  pieces  of  bone,  slate  pencil  and  tobacco  P'P^-  ^hen  ^ 
forbore  to  pay  five  guineas  for  a  couple  of  ounces  of  bia.s  and  non  . 
Surely  the  poet  has  well  said  : — 

"  The  world  is  generally  averse 
To  all  the  truth  it  sees  and  hears, 
But  swallows  nonsense  and  a  he 
With  greediness  and  gluUony." 

"  Surely  the  pleasure  is  as  great 
Of  being  cheated  as  to  cheat." 

The  truth  is,  no  man  is  proof  against  deception  ;  and  when  '''^  body  is 
weakened  bj^  disease,  real  or  in.aginary,  the  m,r.d  snffers  f'""'  =>"'Pf  ' ' 
and  under  such  circumstances,  the  most  m.elhgent  are  "-.^^'lyJ^^P^J  j 
pretenders  and  quacks.  Their  medicmes  always  pron.se  '»o  « 
a^ny  medicine,  l,owever  good,  cotdd  be  expected  to  P-  o™-  I' 
,0  assert  that  there  is  not  an  advertised  n<,st,un.,  m  '  "J  ''f^ 
does  not  hold  out  false  hopes  to  the  s.ck.  Every  such  adve.l.semei^t  s 
an  imposition  upon  the  public,  whether  i,  come  from  ^y^^^^^ 
irre-Jar  or  defective;  and  in  the  grammar  of  l"  «  laUer  c  ass 

r^ery  nu.nerous.  If  one  tithe  of  what  the  vegetable  doc.o.s  sse  t 
^ere  Le,  we  n^ight  attain  unto  what  the  Fogen.to,.  o  our  r^ce  wou  d 
have  secured  by  partaking  of  tiie  Iruit  of  the  tree  of  hie.  We  m  gnt 
Xe  for  ver.''^  If  the  pon.pous  assertions  of  the  n.akers  of  cosmetics, 
washe  for  tl  e  face,  and  beautifying  lotions,  were  true,  we  m.ght  have 
Tad  es  beautiful  as  he  houris,  with  the  assurance  of  perpeiual  juvenes- 
cence  In  a  word,  we  n.ight  bid  defiance  to  the  rlarts  of  death,  and 
L  vVable  docto;  might  Ttand  over  .he  prostrate  k.ng  of  terrors,  and 
fxclaim  in  triumph,  "  Oh  death,  where  is  thy  smg  and  then  turn 
to  his  patiei  and  in  the  language  of  Oriental  adulation,  exclaim,  oh 

'r^;:Z^Z:Lo,y  .^^^^  by  the  l..-o^^sions  of  cjt^cj^ 
Every  day's  experience  contradicts  this  assertion     The  ,i(  i  and  U  e 
doc!  the  wise  and  the  simple,  are  all  occasionally  deluded  by  these 
cheating  Wim^  impostors.    The  human  mind  is  so  conslitu.erl  that  we 
rnus  confi  e  fn  others.    We  are  made  to  trust  each  other ;  to  believe  the 
Solemn  declarations  of  our  fellows.    Without  this  mutual  confidence,  so- 
Sv  could  no   exist  ;  hence  the  abuse  of  it  becomes  , he  more  odious 
None  a"e  so  credulous  as  the  sick.    They  listen  readily  to  the  adv,  e 
and  suggestions  of  others.    Fearing  the  ravages  of  disease,  tl-y  pge'  > 
a^toUof  any  hope,  however  delusive,  -bich  empirics  may  hold  ou  to 
them.    The  extensive  sale  of  vegetable  medicines  proves  'l"^-  A 
veaTs  ac-o,  when  Morison's  vegetable  life  pills  were  so  popular  in  .hiscoun- 
.     fry  a^iu  was  commenced  in  a  court  in  MassachuseCs  by  Monson  and 
Moat,  against  John  K.  Palmer,  for  selling  a  spunous  article.    It  appea.- 
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f '''Tf*''  P'°P'i«<«'-'        been  so  successful  in  En.- 

land,  as  to  be  able  10  eslablisi,  tbe  "British  College  of  Healdi  "  at  all 

'  ea  i   '     ""^  'V""'r-    ,Tl-e  demand  for  these  pills  became  so 

Cy  Jr^y^^^^^^^  '°  #250,000  iu  a  single 

box«  Lf     1  of  ,l,e  spunous  pills   had  disposed  of  100,000 

Uoxes  beloie  he  was  arrested  by  tbe  patentee,    it  appeared  further 

tl  'Vf''  ''""T  -  -Sing 

imr,;  r    M      •  P'yl-^-^sors,  nor  students  ;  but  co.^isted  of  an 

r  Z  „^    r'^,      "'r  ^'PP^opnate  apparatus 

neilbei  suigeon  p  ,ys,c,an  nor  man  ol  science,  but  an  arch  quack.  What 

Gone  n'"'  ''""""^  ''""'"'^y'      "'^         ^P='^«      'en  years? 

dd  NigS  P'-'decessors,  to  tbe  shades  of  Erebus  and 

The  feet  that  new  nostrums  remain  popular  only  for  a  brief  period 
P'-oves  that  their  healing  virtues,  like  the  diseases  they  profess  trcut-e 

'"'^  ^"'^  ''">■  °''       -  --eeJ: 

has  a  n       M  "'^ '^"P"''"'  ^ach  new  invention 

ha»  a  two-fold  office     1,  cotnes  to  bury  the  dead  and  herald  a  new 

no,?;,..  adventurer  denounces  all  rivals  as  deceivers  and  im- 

postois.  Ihese  makers  and  venders  of  nostrums  abuse  each  other  like 
pickpockets  Ihey  wage  upon  every  fellow  quack  an  internecine  war 
*-Aery  member  of  the  fratejnily  is  an  Islimaelite  to  every  other  On  al 
sides  It  ,s  war  to  the  knife,  and  the  knife  to  the  hilt.'  The  dead  lie 
prostrate  on  many  a  hard-fought  field ;  but  it  is  the  patients  who  die  not 
ine  quacks  But  are  we  not  bound  to  believe  what  these  impostors  say 
o  each  other?  Who  should  know  the  tricks  of  the  trade  better  than 
^  ley  ,  11  we  can  trust  then-  promises,  we  certainly  are  bound  to  credit 
ZZh"T°T  fraternity.    They  warn  us,  "  as  we  value 

nsaith.  to  shun  all  prescriptions  of  quacks  except  their  own  ;  and  this  is 
Clone  by  every  inventor  of  a  new  medicine.  Look  at  the  flamin^r  adver- 
tisenrenls  of  the  rival  Drs.  Townsend,  which  stare  us  in  the  fa'ce  fror,, 
every  paper  printed  in  Concord,  together  with  a  beautiful  wood  cut 
representing  old  Dr.  Jacob  Townsend  himself.  These  rivals  mutuali; 
V  .fy  each  other.  If  they  speak  the'  truth  of  each  other,  no  greate^ 
villains  walk  the  earth,  "unwhipped  of  justice."  They  both  offer  for 
witSln  'tl '"'1  '"f  P^^'"a-  The  old  doctor  says  he  has  paid' $200,000  • 
uitmn  the  last  eight  years  for  advertising;  and  whence  came  this  im- 

hnn  o  r'.T     <•  ■  ?  '"PP°'''         ''"y  ^ou'd  devote  more 

nan  a  tithe  of  his  income  to  advertising  ;  therefore  the  doctor  must 
ave  been  doing  an  excellent  business  in  the  sarsaparilla  line,  for  eiMu 
years.    Indeed  Messrs.  Allison  &  Gault,  of  this  town,  certify  that  tfey 
alone  have  sold  over  4000  bottles  of  that  article  within  the  past  year  . 

At  the  present  day  there  is  a  great  fondness  for  vegetable  medicines 
Anything  having  the  prefix  of  vegetable  to  it,  g-oe^  dmm  with  the  multi' 
luae.  J^otwithstandmg  everybody  knows  that  no  new  vegetable  has 
Deen  discovered,  and  no  new  properties  have  been  detected  in  vec^eta- 
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bles  before  known  ;  still  they  confide  in  the  assertions  of  cheats  and 
knaves  that  tiie  conirnonest  herbs  may  be  made  sovereign  remedies  for 
*'  all  the  ills  that  flesh  is  heir  to."  It  is  equally  well  known  that  a  ma- 
jority of  all  the  medicines  in  the  pharmacopoeia  of  the  regular  faculty, 
are  of  vegetable  origin  ;  and,  that  the  most  deadly  poisons,  such  as  de- 
stroy life  almost  at  a  blow,  hke  a  thunderbolt,  are  from  the  vegetable 
kingdom  ;  still  we  are  told  that  all  vegetable  remedies  are  safe,  while 
mercury  is  the  great  bugbear  of  the  many.  But  it  has  been  proved,  in 
courts  of  justice,  where  quacks  have  been  arraigned  for  manslaughter, 
that  pills,  professing  to  be  purely  vegetable,  have  produced  salivation 
in  the  patient.  Tliere  are,  perhaps,  a  score  of  infallible  remedies  for 
consumption  ;  and,  there  can  scarcely  be  a  doubt  that  the  only  ingredient 
in  them  all,  which  serves  to  allay  the  irritation  of  a  chi'onic  cough,  is 
opium!  This  for  a  time  quiets  the  consumptive  patient,  and  deceives 
him  with  the  -hope  of  recovery  ;  but  by  frequent  use  of  it,  the  strength 
is  exhausted,  and  the  system  sinks  under  the  repeated  assaults  of 
empiricism. 

But  of  all  the  gross  and  palpable  impositions  upon  the  public  credulity, 
the  {)retence  that  the  Indians  understand  the  healing  virtues  of  roots 
and  herbs  is  the  ino'^t  absurd  nnd  monstrous.    Civilized  and  christian 
men  having  recourse  to  savages  to  learn  science!    It  is,  however,  a  no- 
torious fact  that  Indicin  "medicine  men,"  as  they  are  called,  are  the 
greatest  impostors  living.    They  surpass  their  civilized  imitators.  They 
"out-Herod  Heiod  "  in  knavery.    The  whole  system  of  practice  among 
the  Indians  has  always  consisted  in  fraud  and  pretence.    Catlin,  who 
spent  years  among  our  North  American  Indians,  constantly  affirms  this. 
They  know  literally  nothing  of  the  power  of  simples.    They  employ 
over  the  sick,  charms,  spells  and  incantations,  and  make  use  of  amulets 
and  consecrated  medicine  bags,  as  curative  agents.    Yet  our  scientific 
botanists  go  to  these  ignorant,  besotted  dupes  of  superstition,  to  learn 
medical  science  !    Sometimes  a  veritable  Indian  doctor  appears  among 
us,  with  more  brass  than  copper  in  his  face.    He    makes  his  prescrip- 
tion with  great  gravity  and  solemnity.    He  cuts  his  hei'bs  and  gathers 
his  roots  under  the  influenc^e  of  certain  astronomical  signs  !    These  signs, 
by  the  way,  are  but  a  relic  of  old  astrology,  as  ancient  as  the  Pharaohs, 
and  have  no  more  significancy  for  us  than  the  worship  of  Isis.  But 
our  doctor  regards  the  "  stellar  influence  "  in  gathering  his  hexhs.  He 
strips  the  bark  upward  for  an  emetic,  and  downward  for  a  cathartic. 
He  steeps  the  whole  in  river  water  taken  up  in  a  peculiar  way.     f  once 
beard  of  an  instance  where  the  whole  process  failed  because  the  patient 
dipped  the  water  up  stream  instead  of  down  !    "  Because  you  see," 
said  the  learned  doctor,  "if  the  water  be  dipped  up  stream,  it  goes 
agin  natur  ;  if  down  stj-eam,  it  helps  natur  "  !    Such  are  Indian  doctors. 
Ah  uno  disce  oriines. 

Last,  but  not  least,  I  mention  the  inventions  of  Thomsonians.  To 
this  class  belong  the  petitioners.  According  to  the  system  of  farmer 
Thomson  they  |)ractise  medicine.  This  system  everywhere  discourage 
study,  and  encourages  empiricism.     Like  Dogberry  in  the  play,  they 
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not  only  hold  that  "  reading  and  vviiiing  comes  by  nature,"  but  medical 
science  comes  by  inspiration,  or  accident.    The  founder  of  this  system 
gained  his  knowledge  eniirely  by  expcM'iment  and  chance.    By  accident 
he  discovered  the  emetic  properties  of  lobelia.    He  first  administered  it 
as  a  medicine  to  his  own  ciiildren  for  measles.    On  llie  rehearsal  of  this 
liict,  one  of  his  eulogists  exclaims  : — "  Hai  k  !  attention  the  universe  ! 
Momentous  event  !    To  his  own  child,  when   greatly  debilitated,  did 
Samuel  Thomson  administer,  in  November,  in  the  year  180'2,  several 
portions  of  lobelia  inflata  as  an  emetic.    Propitious  moment,  well  wor- 
thy of  being  celel)rated,  could  the  exact  time  be  ascertained,  throughout 
all  ages  to  come"  !    The  philosophy  of  this  great  man  was  truly  simple  ! 
He  says — "  the  component  pails  of  all  animal  bodies  are  earth  and 
water.    These  are  tiie  solids  ;  fire  and  air  are  the  fluids.    Death  and 
life  are  cold  and  heat."     This  is  all  very  natural,  very  artless,  and 
clear  as  mud  I    But  it  is  as  difficult  to  see  the  bottotu  of  a  puddle  as 
of  the  ocean  ;  hence,  by  a  figure  of  speech,  we  nmy  denominate  this 
bold  theovy ,  p'rofound.    Medical  practice  is  greatly  simplified  by  his  new 
hypothesis  of  disease.       Disease,"  says  he,     is  a  unit,  b.aviiig  one  com- 
mon and  general  t;ause,  and  requiring  one  general  remedy  for  its  re- 
moval."   Hence  steam  and  lobelia  were  applied  by  him  and  his  follow- 
ers in  all  conceivable  cases.    But  if  human  diseases  require  but  one 
remedy,  this  new  philosopher  found  that  human  credulity  would  tole- 
rate some  twenty  or  thirty  different  preparations  of  it,  and  the  individual 
who  heads  the  petition  now  before  this  House,  has  invented  nearly  as 
many  more  purely  vegetable  remedies  !    How  complicated  this  unit  of 
disease  and  remedy  becomes,  as  we  move  onward,  by  the  power  of 
steam  !    This  is  the  great  motive  power  of  all  modern  enterprise.  Our 
ships  are  propelled  by  steam  ;  our  machinery  is  driven  by  steam  ;  we 
travel  by  steam  ;  and  any  man  who  chooses  may  take  his  long  and 
last  journey  to  "  that  undiscovered  country  from  whose  bourne  no  travel- 
ler returns,"  by  steam. 

I  have  said  that  the  Thomsonian  practice  discourages  scientific  study. 
This  appears  in  the  writings  of  all  its  advocates.    In  the  "Thomsonian 
Manual,"  printed  at  Boston,  No.  8,  page  121,  it  is  written — "  Dr.  Thom- 
son has  always  opposed  the  idea  which  some  entertain,  that  a  college 
education  is  necessary  for  a  practitioner,  or  to  advance  the^lorlous  sys- 
tem of  which  he  is  the  founder."    The  writer  admits  that  judical  insti- 
tutions may  be  useful,  but  still  maintains  that  they  are  n'bt  necessary  ; 
for  he  adds,  "  that  it  requires  a  long  and  laborious  study  of  the  anato- 
my and  physiology  of  man,  or  a  profound  knowledge  of  botany,  in  order 
to  make  a  successful  Thomsonian  practitioner,  the  career  of  Thomson 
and  many  others  proves  the  contrary."    He  goes  on  to  assert  that  the 
requisition  of  study  for  a  year  or  two  in  some  college  or  infirmary  creates 
"  a  dangerous  monopoly,"  and  tends  to  clothe  the  new  theory  in  mys- 
tery.   Dr.  O.  P.  Warren,  the  first  individual  named  in  this  act  of  incor- 
poration, in  his  "  Vegetable  Expositor,"  No  1,  page  19,  speaking  of  bo- 
tanic practice,  says — "  The  shop  of  the  chemist,  with  its  thousand  of 
technical  instruments,  and  the  paraphernalia  of  the  druggist,  are  not  ne- 
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cessaiy  to  its  existence.  Nature  is  its  laboratory.  Nature,  his  chemist, 
furnislies,  in  every  clime,  the  cure  (or  every  inc/uient  disease,  in  some 
simple  vegetable  ;  and  every  child  of  natuie  understands  the  disease 
and  remedy.  It  is  only  witliin  the  pale  of  civilization  that  these  vege- 
table remedies  have  been  unknown."  He  adopts,  it  seeiiis,  the  notion  of 
Indian  skill  ;  nay  more,  he  says,  page  1  of  the  same  pamphlet,  that 
Samuel  Thomson  "  learned  from  the  beast  the  physic  of  the  field."  The 
only  useful  lesson  taught  by  the  beasts  is  to  shun  vegetable  poisons. 
They  never  crop  these  vile  weeds,  except  by  mistake.  The  object 
of  this  system  is  to  multiply  nostruuis,  and  sel',  them  to  enrich  the  in- 
ventors. These  medicines  liave  already  beconie  a  heavy  burden  to  the 
community.  They  need  no  legislative  encouragement,  but  rather  re- 
quire proliibitory  enactments.  They  have  become  as  numerous  as  the 
frogs  of  Egypt.  They  are  found  in  our  marts  of  business,  in  our  shops, 
and  in  our  streets.  They  are  carried  by  pedleis  from  house  to  house. 
They  come  up  into  our  chambers,  and  our  kneading  troughs,  and  our 
beds!  The  makers  of  them  amass  princely  fortunes  and  live  in  palaces. 
The  buyeis  of  tliem,  for  the  most  part,  lose  their  purchase  money  and  their 
health.  It  is  by  no  means  contended  that  all  these  nostrums  are  uniformly 
injurious  to  health.  Some  of  them  may  be  useful,  if  properly  applied. 
But  as  they  are  used  indiscriminately  by  all  classes  of  persons  and  for 
all  sorts  of  diseases,  they  are  undoubtedly  productive  of  infinite  mischief. 
Such  of  them  as  are  invented  by  illiterate  [)retenders  to  medical  know- 
ledge, cannot  be  safely  used  by  any  j)erson.  Many  of  the  Thomsonian 
practitioners  boast  of  their  ignorance  and  glory  in  their  shame.  They 
openly  abuse  learning  and  its  advocates  ;  yet  they  prate  about  nature's 
laws.  They  pretend  "  to  assist  nature  "  in  the  cure  of  diseases.  How 
can  they  assist  nature,  unless  they  know  how  nature  acts  ?  They  are 
quite  as  likely  to  contravene  the  laws  of  nature  as  to  co-operate  with  her, 
unless  they  have  thoroughly  studied  [)hysiology  and  anatomy.  These 
sciences  they  discard.  Botany  alone  they  study,  and  that  empirically, 
and  thus  "  assist  natureJ^  If  nature  could  utter  her  voice,  she  would, 
no  doubt,  exclaim  in  the  lajiguage  of  the  Patriarch  of  Uz,  "  miserable 
comforters  are  ye  all." 


MEDICAL  MATTERS  I^ 

NATCHEZ,  MISSISSIPPI. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 
Sir, — Having  recently  visited  Natchez,  and  medical  matters  claiming 
most  of  my  attention,  1  have  concluded  to  furnish  you  w^ith  some  notes 
and  reflections,  in  a  summary  manner;  and  in  the  absence  of  more  inter- 
esting matter,  you  may  lay  them  before  the  medical  public.  It  is  well 
known  that  Natchez  occupies  a  commanding  site  on  the  great  Father  of 
western  waters.  The  city  is  situated  on  a  bluff,  rather  closely  built, 
but  the  ground  on  which  it  stands  is  undulating,  of  a  hard,  firm  sub-strata. 
The  streets  are  un paved.  During  the  summer  months  the  dust  is  annoy- 
ing, and  in  winter  mud  occupies  its  place.    No  sources  of  malaria  appear 
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to  exist  within  the  city  or  suburbs.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  is 
the  level,  broad  delta  of  the  Mississippi  river,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  ; 
and  at  this  point  the  river  makes  a  majestic  turn,  sweeping  by  at  the 
base  of  the  high  bluffs,  leaving  a  small  narrow  strip  of  terra  firina,  and 
here  is  Natchy  under  the  hill. 

Perhaps  never,  in  the  history  of  this  place,  has  an  epidemic  appeared, 
leaving  the  public  mind  in  such  an  unsettled  state  as  to  its  nature,  as  the 
one  just  passed.  Ail  admit  that  there  were  some  yellow  fever  cases,  so 
distinct  and  well  marked  as  not  to  be  mistaken.  Many  entertain  the 
opinion  that  dangue,  or  a  new  Spanish  disease,  sui  generis,  was  the  main 
and  leading  epidemic,  and  that  the  yellow  fever  cases  were  only  sporadic, 
such  as  is  common  every  year.  Some  claim  identity  for  the  two,  as 
being  equally  epidemic  ;  others,  that  all  the  cases  were  yellow  fever,  and 
claim  the  vantage  ground  that  it  was  a  materially  modified  form,  unlike 
any  epidemic  heretofore  known  in  this  locality.  One  thing  is  certain, 
it  was  mild,  and  hardly  ever  proved  fatal;  the  number  of  deaths  during 
its  prevalence  being  but  little  larger  than  is  common  under  ordinary 
circumstances.  All  agree,  so  fiir  as  I  could  learn,  that  a  mild  course  of 
treatment  was  the  one  indicated,  and  was  the  most  successful.  The 
disciples  of  Hahnemann  conceive  the  results  of  this  epidemic  to  place 
their  peculiar  doctrines  upon  a  basis  so  firm  as  never  to  be  shaken. 
Dr.  Davis,  for  many  years  an  influential  and  successful  practitioner  of 
allopathy,  but  recently  a  convert  to  the  infinitesimal  doses,  is  said  to  have 
come  out  of  this  epidemic  with  new  laurels.  Dr.  Stone,  a  leading  phy- 
sician of  the  old  school,  and  a  strong  advocate  of  the  doctiines  he  enter- 
tains, will  shortly  be  out  with  an  elaborate  essay  upon  the  subject,  which 
may  alarm  some,  astonish  others,  and  confuse  many  upon  the  unsettled 
subject  of  epidemic  yellow  fever.  It  will  doubtless  have  a  good  effect 
in  calling  attention  to  the  subject,  and  in  leading  the  faculty  to  think  for 
themselves  upon  a  subject  which  lieth  at  our  doors,  and  may  be  ever 
among  us. 

My  visit  to  the  Natchez  hospital  afforded  me  pleasure.  It  is  a  State 
and  city  chaiity.  Tiie  buildings  are  in  good  repair,  located  on  a  promon- 
tory of  land,  a  little  elevated  above  the  city.  The  grounds  are  susceptible 
of  great  improvement,  which  has  already  been  commenced  in  them. 
One  striking  feature  to  me  was  the  external  appearance  of  the  building; 
and  one  to  be  admired  was  the  absence  of  anything  like  a  public  building, 
presenting  itself  as  a  splendid  two-storied  private  mansion,  with  porticoes 
in  front  ;  thus  it  has  no  forbidding  aspect  to  the  outcast  sufferer  who 
may  become  its  occupant.  This  institution  is  at  present  under  the  entire 
control  and  management  of  Dr.  Blackbuin,  whose  vigilance  has  raised  it 
in  a  very  short  time  from  almost  total  obscurity  to  an  enviable  position  as 
a  city  charity  ;  he  has  also  a  private  liospital  for  pay  patients,  which 
I  understand  is  well  patronized.  The  doctor  being  absent  from  the  city, 
J  had  not  the  pleasure  of  learning  any  statistics. 

The  question  has  often  been  asked,  is  Natchez  a  healthy  location  ? 
I  will  answer  the  interrogatory  by  referring  to  the  second  a'nnual  report 
of  the  Board  of  Visiters  of  the  Natchez  Institute,  which  to  my  mind 
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shows  almost  an  iinprecedeiited  state  of  good  health.    They  state  that, 
"the  whole  number  of  adinissions  was  691,  and  tlie  dally  absences 
amount,  when  averaged,  to  about  l-15th  of  tiie  whole  number.    But  one 
in  fifteen  is  too  large  a  proportion  ior  Natchez.    There  is  no  necessity  or 
excuse  for  it.    On  the  score  of  health,  not  one  in  a  hundred  need  be 
absent;  nor  does  bad  weather  form  a  better  reason.    The  health  of  the 
children  has  been  remarkably  good.    Out  of  the  whole  number  admitted, 
there  has  been  but  one  death  during  the  year,  and  that  was  a  casualty. 
Last  year,  out  of  669  admitted,  there  were  three  deaths.    We  considered 
that  fact  as  indicating  the  wonderful  salubrity  of  the  city.     But  the 
present  year,  with  a  larger  number,  there  has  not  been  a  single  death 
from  disease.    The  ratio  of  mortality  among  the  children  for  the  year 
ending  July  4th,  1846,  was  stated  in  the  report  of  the  time  to  be44-l0()th 
of  one  per  cent.,  or  one  in  223  per  annum.    The  year  ending  July  4th, 
1847,  the  ratio  was  one  in  691.    These  facts  show  a  degree  of  healthful- 
ness  unheard  of  in  any  portion  of  our  country.    Let  us  examine  this 
matter  still  closer.    The  number  of  deaths  diu-ing  the  last  two  years, 
among  the  })upils  of  the  institute,  has  been  four.    Two  of  these  were 
casualties,  and  are  not  to  be  considered  in  ordinary  bills  of  mortality 
showing  the  health  of  the  city.    There  have  then  been  only  two  deaths 
from  disease  of  any  kind.    Within  these  two  years  there  has  been  1360 
admissions  to  the  schools,  and  two  of  these  have  died  ;  making  the  pro- 
portion of  deaths  two  in  1360,  for  two  years,  or  one  in  680  per  annum; 
and  let  it  further  be  remembered,  that  both  of  these  deaths  occurred  about 
the  same  time,  and  from  the  same  disease,  viz.,  scarlatina,  then  a  pre- 
vailing epidemic.    This  disease  is  of  rare  occurrence  in  this  climate,  and 
not  malignant  in  character.    The  last  time  it  prevailed,  so  far  as  I  can 
ascertain,  was  in  1833.    Hence  we  arrive  at  the  astonishing  fact,  that 
not  a  single  death  has  occurred  among  the  pupils  of  the  Institute  from  its 
foundation,  of  any  disease  endemic  in  the  country." 

Yours  with  respect,       C.  S.  Magoun. 
WoodviUe,  Mi.,  Dec.  I2th,  1848. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

*     BOSTON.    JANUARY    10,    18  4  9. 


Life  Insurance  and  Irregular  Physicians. — In  a  paragraphic  notice, 
two  weeks  ago,  of  ihe  character  and  stability  of  the  American  Mutual 
Life  Insurance  Company,  a  mistake  crept  in  by  some  unaccountable  mishap, 
in  respect  to  the  company's  losses  the  past  year.  Being  apprised  of  it 
by  the  kindness  of  the  Secretary,  as  we  had  previously  been  by  tho  Boston 
actuary,  a  correction  is  cheerfully  made.  In  doing  so,  liberty  has  been 
taken  to  extract  such  parts  of  a  private  letter  as  furnish  reliable  statistical 
information  touching  the  business  operations  thus  far  of  the  above-named 
company.  If  Life  Insurance  Companies  generally  are  such  firm  supporters 
of  educated,  scientific  physicians,  the  brotherhood  should,  if  they  do  not 
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take  out  policies  for  themselves,  use  their  influence  in  behalf  of  corporations 
that  set  their  faces  decidedly  and  irrevocably  against  all  orders  of  quacks 
and  quackery. 

"  Our  losses  should  have  been  stated  at  SI, 000  and  2,000 — making 
$3,000,  which  is  all  we  have  any  knowledge  of.  It  is  a  singular  fact, 
that  one  of  these  died  of  a  doctor,  and  the  other  died  for  the  want  of  one  ; 
but  so  it  is.  Mr.  Habberton's  physician  was  a  '  homoeopath.'  Had  we 
krjown  that  fact,  we  should  not  have  insured  him.,  unless  he  aofreed  to 
employ  a  doctor  if  suffering  under  any  serious  disease.  Capt.  Wheaton, 
of  the  New  York  packet-ship  Iowa,  died  of  gastro-enteritis,  on  a  home 
voyage,  lat.  27,  85,  Ion.  70,  40.  He  had  on  board  one  of  the  most 
valuable  of  the  army  surgeons,  and  instead  of  availing  himiself  of  his  pro- 
fessional services,  doctored  himself  until  the  day  previous  to  death. 

"  It  is  always  one  of  our  rules  to  reject  an  insurance,  if  we  know  the 
family  physician  to  be  a  quack,  or  belonging  to  that  class  of  practitioners 
whose  system  of  practice  is  to  give  that  which  would  neither  inconvenience 
a  well  man  nor  benefit  a  sick  one.  Life  Insurance  Companies  should  look 
at  the  doctor  risk,  with  the  same  care  that  they  do  a  sea  or  a  climate  risk. 
We  intend  to  insure  none  but  those  who  have  a  home,  friends,  and  a  good 
doctor.  Wanderers,  the  homeless,  friendless  and  heedless,  we  carefully 
avoid,  and  have  rejected  many  applications,  where  the  subject  itself  was 
good^  for  the  reason  that  we  were  unwilling  to  encounter  the  risk  resulting 
from  personal  carelessness,  and  the  chance  of  being  houseless,  friendless 
and  doctorless,  in  case  of  sickness.  We  do  not  allow  an  insured  person 
10  trifle  with  his  life  (or  if  he  does,  not  to  trifle  with  our  funds),  by  going 
into  the  Southern  States  during  the  sickly  months,  nor  by  wandering  in 
unsettled  portions  of  the  United  States  ;  but  all  this  risk  is,  in  our  opinion, 
not  so  great  as  that  incurred  by  insuring  a  man,  who,  when  he  becomes 
sick,  allows  a  certain  class  of  doctors  to  trifle  with  his  life.  As  we  seek 
business  only  from  the  old  and  healthy  States,  and  profess  to  be,  and 
being  truly,  a  '  perfectly  Mutual  Company,'  it  requires  much  care  and 
some  sagacity  to  preserve  untarnished  the  standard  we  have  adopted. 

"The  operation  of  the  '  perfectly  mutual'  system  of  business  forced  us 
to  shut  out  entirely  California  risks.  It  being  impossible  to  form  any  rea- 
sonable conclusion,  as  to  the  probable  mortality,  beyond  the  home  average, 
we  could  not  establish  a  standard  of  rates,  which  would  promise  protection 
to  home  policy  holders  against  loss  from  this  branch  of  business.  And  as 
to  experiments,  we  have  no  right  to  make  any.  But,  as  trustees  and 
guardians  of  a  fund  set  apart  for  the  protection  of  widows  and  orphans, 
it  is  our  duty  to  protect  it  from  trespasses  of  all  kinds,  ancLallow  nothing 
to  tempt  us  to  do  the  first  act  which  tends  to  inequality  or  injustice. 

"  It  has  always  been  our  rule  to  reject  risks  not  '  good  for  life.'  The  7 
year  rates  are  predicated  upon  the  same  standard  of  health,  constitution, 
and  prospect  of  longevity,  that  the  life  rates  are  ;  therefore  a  party  must  be 
eligible  to  a  life  policy,  to  obtain  one  for  7  years. 

"  Our  progress  has  been  equal  to  our  expectations.  Every  branch  of  the 
company  is  in  good  hands,  and  every  thing  is  in  a  pleasant  and  prosperous 
condition." 


The  Cholera. — Our  readers  are  all  probably  aware,  that  in  addition  to 
the  slight  prevalence  of  this  disease  in  N.  York,  it  has  broken  out  in  New 
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Orleans,  where,  ihus  far,  its  brief  but  fatal  ravages  have  seemed  clearly  to 
identify  it  with  the  scourge  which  has  depopulated  so  many  cities  in  the 
older  world.  We  have  as  yet  seen  nothing  definite  respecting  its  treatment 
in  the  latter  place. 

Dr.  Vv^'hiting,  at  the  quarantine  ground,  New  York,  in  an  official  com- 
iDunication  to  the  Board  of  Health,  narrates  his  method  of  treatment  thus: 
— "  The  treatment  I  have  now  adopted  and  adhere  to,  from  its  decided 
agency  in  controlling  the  syniptoms,  and  inducing  early  reaction,  is  the  ex- 
hibition of  moderate  doses  of  calomel,  with  rrtorphine,  at  short  intervals. 
Five  grains  of  calomel,  with  a  quarter  of  a  grain  of  sulph.  morphia,  is  at 
first  given  to  an  adult ;  in  a  half  an  hour,  or  one  hour,  a  scruple  dose  of 
calomel  is  exhibited,  and  is  usually  retained  ;  afterwards  a  pill  of  cal.  grs.v., 
sulph.  morphine  gr.  1-4,  is  given  each  hour,  two  hours  or  three  hours,  as 
the  effect  may  indicate.  This  is  observed  in  the  subsidence  of  the  pain 
and  spasms,  the  diminished  quantity  and  frequency  of  the  evacuations,  the 
return  of  warmth,  and  the  restoration  of  the  pulse. 

This  treatment  is  continued  until  some  indications  of  bilious  action  ap- 
pear ;  the  first  is  usually  a  change  of  color  and  consistence  from  the  light 
rice  water,  to  a  greenish,  and  then  brownish  yellow  color.  The  evacua- 
tions from  the  stomach  and  bowels  will  frequently  continue  green,  or  of  the 
color  of  sulphate  of  copper,  for  hours,  but  I  have  not  known  a  single  case 
to  relapse  where  this  effect  had  once  been  produced. 

"  I  was  led  to  substitute  the  morphine  for  opium,  from  its  being  less  lia- 
ble to  disturb  the  stomach  or  to  produce  narcosis,  an  effect  to  be  deprecated 
in  this  stage  of  congestion,  except  it  results  naturally  from  the  obviation  of 
pain  and  excitement. 

"  In  children,  hovv^ever,  under  six  or  seven  years,  I  have  used  Dover's 
powder  in  preference  to  morphine,  as  being  more  manageable  in  regard  to 
the  dose.  A  very  simple  remedy,  but  one  that  I  have  used  in  children 
with  happy  effects,  has  been  the  tea  of  the  spearmint,  given  hot  in  the  first 
stages,  and  afterwards  cold,  in  a  small  quantity,  a  large  spoonful  occa- 
sionally. 

"  The^most  valuable  external  means  is  the  stream  of  hot  vapor  of  alcohol, 
poured  over  the  patient  by  a  very  simple  apparatus  at  the  foot  of  the  bed. 
This  is  a  large  alcohol  lamp  placed  under  a  sheet  iron  cylinder,  with  a  pipe 
running  from  it.  The  lamp  is  placed  on  the  floor,  and  the  tube  with  an 
elbow,  and  terminating  in  a  large  funnel  to  elevate  the  clothes,  is  inserted 
under  the  bed  clothes.  This  and  hot  mustard  applications  are  the  only  ex- 
ternal means  that  I  rely  on.  They  are  potent,  and  can  be  continued  with- 
out the  fatigue  and  exposure  of  the  patient,  a  paramount  desideratum,  as 
there  is  plenty  of  both  to  contend  with  as  inevitable  effects  of  the  disease." 


Philosophy  of  Marriage. — We  are  positively  in  a  quandary  in  regard  to 
the  manner  of  commenting  on  this  book.  As  for  denouncing  it,  lhat  would 
never  do  ;  and  while  acknowledging  that  it  possesses  a  prodigious  amount 
of  historical,  traditional,  legal,  and  physiological  facts,  which  men  and  wo- 
men of  all  conditions  of  life  will  read  with  avidity,  if  placed  within  their 
reach,  we  cannot  say  that  it  is  absolutely  neces:^ary  for  students  or  physi- 
cians to  have  a  copy,  although  they  would  derive  some  information  from  it. 
The  title  runs  thus,  "  Philosophy  of  Marriage,  in  its  social,  moral,  and 
physical  relations,  with  an  account  of  the  diseases  of  the  genito-urinary 
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organs,  which  impair  or  destroy  the  reproductive  function,  and  induce  a 
variety  of  complaints  ;  with  the  philosophy  of  generation  in  the  vegetable 
and  animal  kingdoms — being  part  of  a  course  of  obstetrical  lectures  deliver- 
ed at  the  North  London  Scl^ool  of  Medicine,  by  Michael  Ryan,  M.D.,  &c." 
Philadelphia,  published  by  Barrington  &  liaswcll. — Curiosity,  that  myste- 
rious, innate  prompting  power  of  the  mind,  urges  us  to  se»k  out  knowledge 
on  every  point  embraced  in  the  foregoing  category  of  unialkable  subjects, 
which  mankind,  by  common  consent,  leave  for  each  one  to  learn  about  as 
they  can.  Dr.  Ryan  is  above  reproach  or  suspicion  ;  and  with  a  singular 
degree  of  candor  and  independence,  explains,  in  a  true  and  philosophical 
manner,  every  branch  of  the  subject  which  he  considers  essential  to  be 
understood  by  all  intelligent  persons.  Perhaps  we  may  return  to  this  work 
again,  with  reference  to  some  of  Dr.  Ryan's  remarks  on  abortion,  which 
we  consider  of  higher  value  than  those  advanced  by  the  generality  of 
authors. 


Venereal  and  other  Diseases  arising  from,  Sexual  Intercourse. — Messrs. 
Barrington  &  Haswell  are  also  the  publishers  of  this  useful  practical 
guide.  The  name  of  M.  Ricord  is  a  guaraifty  in  regard  to  the  intrinsic 
value  of  this  series  of  lectures.  At  first  they  were  reported  and  translated 
by  Victor  De  Meric,  M.D.,  for  the  London  Lancet,  and  are  the  most  recent 
of  all  publications  on  venereal  diseases.  Twenty-eight  lectures  are  given, 
which  fully  and  minutely  embody  the  experience  of  the  past  and  present 
day,  in  the  treatment  of  those  maladies  having  an  origin  in  the  source 
adverted  to  in  the  title  sheet.  It  has  an  advantage  over  more  costly  books 
upon  the  same  topic,  because  it  is  multum  in  parvo,  and  may  be  purchased 
for  a  trifle.    Messrs.  Ticknor  &  Co.,  of  Boston,  have  it  for  sale. 


Quarterly  HornxLo-pathic  Journal. — No.  1,  Vol.  L,  of  a  portly,  excellently 
well  printed  Journal,  under  the  editorial  guidance  of  A.  C.  Becker,  M.D., 
of  Cambridge,  Mass.,  devoted  exclusively  to  the  new  school  of  the  Ho- 
mceopathists,  was  ushered  into  being  with  the  commencement  of  the  new 
year.  Mr.  Otis  Clapp,  No.  23  School  st.,  Boston,  is  the  publi^^her,  which 
is  recorded  with  pleasure,  that  those  who  may  wish  to  patronize  the  Quar- 
terly, may  know  the  proper  address  ;  and  it  also  affords  us  an  opportunity 
of  saying  tlwt  he  is  a  man  eminently  deserving  of  patronage,  Tliis  Jour- 
nal is  almost  wholly  made  up  of  translations  from  sources  in  Europe  that 
command  the  respect  of  homoeopathists.  We  regret  that  there  is  not  more 
from  the  editor.  He  is  unquestionably  a  high-minded,  accomplished  phy- 
sician, fully  competent  to  speak  with  decision  upon  all  subjects  embraced 
in  the  doctrines  of  homoeopathy.  There  has  been  a  little  unwillingness  to 
let  the  allopathic  gentry  know  all  about  the  internal  dissentions  of  the  in- 
finitesimal fraternity.  Dr.  Becker  has  raised  the  curtain  up  to  the  ceilings 
so  thnt  the  fact  is  no  longer  concealed  that  there  are  tw;o  distinct  parties. 
One  division  adheres  to  true,  unadulterated  Hahnemannism — called  by  the 
disciples,  pure  homauipathy ;  the  other,  according  to  Dr.  Becker,  takes 
whatever  is  confirmed  by  reason  and  experience — which  is  rational  homa> 
opathy.  Further  examination  of  the  papers  constituting  the  Journal,  will 
probably  lead  to  a  more  extended  series  of  observations  upon  it. 


Mortality  in  1S48. — The  mortality  in  Boston  for  the  year  1848,  is  a 
little  over  4000  in  number,  which  is  a  decrease  of  nearly  100  on  the  year 
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1847,  but  an  increase  on  1S46  of  about  700.  The  mortality  in  1S46  was 
3889;  1847,  4121. 

The  number  of  persons  who  died  in  other  places,  but  were  brought  to 
this  city  for  burial,  was  about  150.  A  very  great  proportion  of  the  deaths, 
says  the  Boston  Traveller,  are  of  those  of  foreign  birth,  who  were  mostly 
carried  to  Charle*town  and  Cambridge  for  buriai. 

The  niortaHly  in  Worcester,  in  1S48,  according  to  the  Worcester  Tele- 
fi^raph,  was  415."    In  1847,  375.    Increase  in  184S,  72.    Of  the  deaths  in 

1848,  2  were  between  90  and  100  years  old  ;  9  from  80  to  90  ;  15  from 
70  to  80;  and  99  were  under  1  year;  207  were  males,  208  were  females  ; 
S3  were  foreigners. 

Deaths  in  New  York  city  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  30th,  222 — of  whom 
10  died  of  apoplexy,  23  of  consumption,  21  of  convulsions,  11  of  dropsy 
in  the  head,  5  of  scarlet  fever,  16  of  inflammation  of  the  kidneys,  12  of 
marasmus,  14  of  smallpox,  2  killed  or  murdered,  5  of  disease  of  the  heart, 
5  of  palsy,  3  of  old  age,  &;c.  While  the  deaths  in  New  York  are  below 
the  average,  in  Boston  they  exceed  it. 

 1  

Surgeon  GeneraVs  Report. — This  is  a  concentrated  document,  just  three 
octavo  pages  long,  and  therefore  will  be  extensively  read.  Dr.  Lawson 
regrets,  in  addressing  the  Secretary  of  War,  that  he  could  not  procure  cer- 
tain statistical  returns  of  the  arrny  sick.  Next  week  we  shall  endeavor  to 
find  room  for  the  report.  These  short  documenis  from  public  functionaries 
are  of  some  value.  When  they  are  unnecessarily  long,  they  are  disregard- 
ed by  most  people,  who  believe,  with  Franklin,  that  time  is  money. 


The  Philadelphia  Medical  College. — Among  the  many  medical  colleges 
of  Philadelphia,  the  last  established  (the  Philadelphia  College)  seems  des- 
tined, from  the  energy  displayed  on  the  part  of  the  Trustees,  with  the 
ability  of  its  professors,  to  distance  many  of  its  competitors  for  public  pa- 
tronage. We  learn  from  an  authentic  source  that  its  present  number  of 
students  ranks  it  as  the  third  in  public  favor,  although  the  fifth  institution 
of  the  kind  in  the  city.  iVnd  we  predict  that  its  future  course,  under  the 
influence  of  the  present  talent  enlisted,  will  offer  honorable  rivalry  to  the 
time  honored  University.  We  have  personal  knowledge  of  the  superior 
energy  always  at  the  command  of  its  President  to  aid  in  the  execution  of 
the  duties  which  devolve  upon  him,  while  engaged  in  giving  instruction. 

.  S. 


Surgical  Cases  at  the  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans. — Several  inter- 
esting surgical  cases  have  been  admitted  into  this  institution — among  this 
number  we  may  mention  a  young  German  who  received,  some  time  since, 
a  penetrating  wound  in  the  abdomen,  entering  the  centre  of  the  umbilicus, 
and  causing  a  protrusion  of  a  large  section  of  omentum.  Efforts  were 
made  by  Dr.  Compton,  under  whose  charge  the  case  fell,  to  reduce  it,  but 
this  was  found  impracticable  until  the  subject  was  brought  under  the  influ- 
ence of  chloroform,  when  the  protruded  omentum  was  readily  returned. 
This  was  about  two  weeks  past,  since  which  time  the  patient  has  been 
doing  well. 

Another  interesting  case  of  penetrating  wound  of  the  abdomen,  took 
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place  some  three  or  four  weeks  since.  A  young  man,  we  believe  an 
Irishman — was  stabbed  in  the  abdomen  ;  the  ktiife  entered  about  half  way 
between  the  umbilicus  and  the  crest  of  the  ih'um — penetrating,  as  was 
supposed,  the  descending  colon.  It  was  manifest  that  the  gut  had  been 
wounded,  because  fsecal  matter  continued  to  be  discharged  from  the  wound 
for  many  days  ;  but  under  the  influence  of  opiates,  antiphlogistics,  and 
repose,  the  fagcal  matter  gradually  ceased  to  be  discharged,  the  wound 
ultimately  healed,  under  the  judicious  management  of  Dr.  Nott,  in  whose 
care  lie  was  ;  and  a  few  days  since,  the  patient  was  discharged  well,  the 
natural  course  of  the  bowels  having  been  perfectly  re-esiablished.  This 
is  a  very  instructive  case,  and  shows  how  competent  nature  must  be  to 
repair  serious  lesions,  if  allowed  to  take  her  own  wise  course — when  aided 
by  a  judicious  surgeon. — N.  Orleans  Med.  and  Surgical  Journal. 


Medkal  Miscellany.— k  case  of  death  by  hydrophobia  occurred  in  Boston 
on  Saturday  last,  beirig  the  first  of  the  kind  in  this  city  for  a  number  ol' years. 
The  individual,  Mr.  Charles  T.  Bean,  was  bitten  a  few  months  since,  but 
no  bad  elfecis  were  felt  till  Wednesday  la.>t,  when  symptoms  of  hydropho- 
bia unequivov^ally  developed  themselves,  and  progressed  steadily  to  a  fatal 
termination. — The  inhalation  of  chloroform  has  been  tried  in  ten  cases  of 
cholera  successively,  in  Peckham  Asylum,  without  a  single  fatal  result. 
This  favorable  experience  has  not  been  borne  out  in  Edinburgh,  where  this 
remedy  has  been  vpry  assiduously  tried  in  the  cholera  hospital  without  the 
least  apparent  good  effect. — Spotted  fever  has  made  its  appearance  at 
Laning,  Michigan. — Yin  and  Yan,  according  to  the  Chinese  philosophers, 
are  the  male  and  female  principles  pervading  all  nature.  Even  the  heart 
is  husband,  and  the  lungs  wife.  Man  is  defined  by  these  physiologists, 
according  to  Mr.  Davis's  recent  work,  to  be  a  little  universe,  which  does 
not  differ  essentially  from  the  microcosm  of  the  ancients. — At  the  shop  of 
a  seller  of  second-hand  articles  in  Paris,  after  a  lapse  of  80  years,  the 
original  electrical  machine,  supposed  to  have  been  made  in  Philadelphia, 
and  used  by  Franklin,  has  been  found  bv  the  engineer  Audrand,  in  an 
-excellent  state  of  preservation. — Mr.  and  Mrs.  Randall,  of  Mineral  Point, 
Wisconsin,  called  the  Scotch  giant  and  giantess,  had  a  first  child  born  re- 
cently, which  at  birth  weighed  twenty-two  pounds. — The  Southern  Medical 
and  Surgical  Journal,  a  valuable  monthly  published  at  Augusta,  Geo., 
under  the  management  of  Prof.  Eve,  states  that  its  patronage  is  not  suf- 
ficient to  support  it,  even  without  allowing  anything  for  editorial  services. 
Only  300  subscribers  have  paid  for  the  last  year. 


To  Correspondents. — Dr.  Hitchcock's  synopsis  of  a  late  trial  at  Worcester,  and  Dr.  Wil- 
liams's reply  to  a  late  article  in  the  Journal  by  Dr.  Wait,  will  appear  soon — the  latter  probably 
with  some  omissions. 


Married, — Dr.  Marrellus  M.  Frisselle,  of  Rockville,  Conn.,  to  Miss  Martha  M.  Smith,  of  Lee, 
Mass. — At  Cambridge,  Mass.,  Dr.  Esles  Howe  to  Miss  L.  L.  While, 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  ending  Jan.  6th,  61. — .Males,  33 — females,  28. — 
Of  consumption.  12 — scarlet  fever,  13 — lung  fever.  3 — croup,  6 — brain  fever,  1 — infantile,  3 — 
child-bed,  1 — marasmus,  2 — hooping^  cough.  1 — old  age,  4— tumor,  1 — disease  of  the  heart,  3— • 
disease  of  the  bladder,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  2 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  1  — 
measles,  1 — smallpox,  1 — canker,  1 — influenza.  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — typhus  fever,  1. 

Under  5  years,  31 — betwoen  .'i  and  "in  years  4— between  10  and  40  years,  13 — beiweeu  40 
and  •jO  years.  6 — over  60  years.  7. 
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Cholera. '^The  following  mode  of  curing-  cholera  in  Syria,  was  address- 
ed to  his  Excellency  the  Governor  of  Bombay,  by  John  Barker. — "  Sir,  in 
my  quality  of  late  agent,  and  present  pensioner,  of  the  Hon.  the  East  In- 
dia Company,  in  Aleppo,  I  have  the  honor  to  address  your  Excellency,  for 
the  purpose  of  giving  you  the  earliest  information  of  an  infallible  cure,  in 
the  most  desperate  cases,  for  the  cholera  morbus,  which  has  just  been  prov- 
ed to  have  been  successful  in  seventy  cases  in  this  district,  without  one 
having  failed.    The  treatment  is  as  follows: — 

"  As  soon  as  possible  after  the  retchings  and  diarrhoea  commence,  put  the 
patient's  legs  up  to  the  knees  in  water  hot  as  the  hand  can  bear  it;  add 
thereto  six  or  seven  handfuls  of  coarse  salt ;  let  the  legs  be  rubbed  for  the 
space  of  half  an  hour  by  two  strong  men,  each  using  both  his  hands,  when 
the  large  vein  of  the  instep  of  each  foot  must  be  opened,  and  permitted  to 
flow  in  the  water,  for  from  twelve  to  twenty  minates,  according  to  the  sex, 
age,  and  strength.  During  this  time,  fresh  water  must  be  added  every 
now  and  then  as  the  water  in  the  pail  cools. 

"  Natural  animal  heat  all  over  the  body  and  consciousness  will  soon 
after  be  restored. 

"  Tbe  patient  will  generally  then  speak  and  ask  for  food,  and,  if  a  sol- 
dier, he  will  return  to  the  parade  in  a  few  days  in  perfect  health. 

"  In  some  cases  the  application  of  bleeding,  as  above,  will  be  repeated, 
and  in  a  very  rare  case  the  patient  must  be  bled  a  third  time. 

"  I  have  said  that  the  operation  of  bathing  the  legs  should  commence  as 
soon  as  possible,  but  as  long  as  there  is  breath  in  the  nostrils,  it  must  be 
adopted,  for  it  has  succeeded  perfectly  after  six,  eight,  and  even  after  ten 
hours  had  elapsed  since  the  attack  ;  and  although  those  cases  were  of  the 
worst  kind,  the  patients  always  recovered  their  perfect  health,  and  went 
about  their  usual  occupations,  in  two,  or  at  most  four  days.  In  fact,  the 
cure  was  perfected  in  such  cases  quite  as  soon  as  in  those  where  more 
timely  assistance  had  been  procured. 

"  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  transmitting  a  copy  of  this  despatch  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Honorable  East  India  Company  in  London. 

"  Henceforth  a  visitation  of  the  cholera  will  be  less  a  subject  of  dread 
than  ail  epidemy  of  the  influenza." 


Death  from  Chloroform. — On  Tuesday  last,  Mr.  Carruthers,  a  gentle- 
man of  fortune,  residing  at  Dormount,  Annan,  lost  his  life  from  the  incau- 
tious application  of  chloroform.  It  appears  that  he  was  afflicted  with 
asthma,  and  having  found  relief  from  inhaling  the  subtle  vapor,  had  fre- 
quent recourse  to  it.  Being  an  expert  angler,  he  sometimes  employed  him- 
self rather  late  in  adjusting  his  hooks  and  making  artificial  flies.  On 
Tuesday  morning  he  was  found  sitting  at  the  table  apparently  following 
his  occupation,  in  the  position  in  which  his  servant  had  left  him  the  pre- 
ceding night,  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  life  had  been  extinct  probably 
for  some  hours.  On  the  table  was  the  handkerchief  which  he  had  used 
in  applying  the  chloroform  to  his  mouth. — Carlisle  (Eng.)  Pat. 


Neiv  Medical  Books  in  London. — Wonders  Displayed  by  the  Human 
Body  in  its  Endurance  of  Injury. — Revelations  on  Cholera  ;  or,  its  Causes 
and  Cure.    By  Samuel  Dickson,  M.D, 
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LATE  TRIAL  FOR  ALLEGED  POISONING  WITH  ARSENIC. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Bostori  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dkar  Sir, — The  following  brief  synopsis  of  a  late  trial  at  Worcester, 
for  murder  alleged  to  have  been  committed  nearly  fifteen  years  ago, 
was  prepared,  at  your  request,  wliile  attending  as  a  witness  for  the 
Government. 

John  Cook,  Jr.,  fortrierly  of  Ashburnham,  now  of  Winchenden,  was 
brought  to  trial  Dec.  7th,  1848,  in  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  on  an 
indictment  charging  the  murder  of  his  wife  Roxanna  in  February,  1834, 
by  administering  arsenic.  Cliief  Justice  Shaw  and  Associate  Justices 
Dewey  and  Metcalf  on  the  Bench.  Hon.  Ezra  Wilkinson,  of  Dedham, 
Attorney  for  the  Commonwealth.  Hon.  Benjamin  F.  Thomas,  of  Wor- 
cester, and  Milton  Whitney,  Esq.,  of  Fitchburg,  counsel  for  the  prisoner. 

On  the  part  of  the  Government,  evidence  was  introduced  to  show 
that  Cook  was  12  years  younger  than  his  wife;  that  they  were  married 
two  years  previous  to  her  deatli  ;  that  she  had  considerable  property, 
which  Cook  unsuccessfully  strove  to  get  possession  of.  Early  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1834,  Cook  bought  arsenic  of  Dr.  Pierce'in  Ashburnham.  Mrs. 
Cook  was  a  woman  of  good  health,  and  had  an  infant  child  2  months  old. 
On  Sunday,  February  23d,  1834,  about  4  o'clock,  P.  M.,  Cook  drew 
some  cider  and  urged^  his  wife  to  drink,  telling  her  it  had  kept  very 
sweet.  In  a  few  minutes  after  drinking  the  cider,  she  had  severe  pain 
at  the  stomach,  and  made  ineffectual  attempts  to  vomit.  Pain  and  sick- 
ness became  violent  and  paroxysmal.  During  the  evening  Cook  gave 
his  wife  hot  sling,  which  aggravated  her  distressing  symptoms.  He  re- 
peatedly refused  to  go  for  a  physician,  till  nearly  morning,  when  Dr. 
Win.  H.  Cutler  was  called.  He  found  her  lying  on  a  bed  in  great  dis- 
tress at  the  stomach,  the  pulse  small,  the  extremities  cold,  the  bowels 
much  swollen — and  noticed  frequent  ineffectual  attempts  to  vomit.  She 
was  nearly  comatose,  and  never  spoke  after  he  saw  her.  An  emetic  of 
ipecac,  and  sulph.  zinc  and  purgative  enema  failed  to  produce  either 
vomiting  or  dejections.  She  died  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on  Monday, 
18  hours  after  drinking  the  cider,  at  which  time  she  was  in  perfect  health. 
Cook  refused  to  have  a  post-mortem  examination  ;  would  furnish  nothing 
but  his  wife's  wedding  dress  for  a  shroud.  He  was  away  from  home 
when  his  wife  died.  When  informed  of  her  death,  lie  made  no  reply. 
25 
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He  was  then  walking  towarris  his  own  house,  in  company  with  a  f];irl  11 
years  younger  than  himself,  whom  he  afterwards  married.  Soon  after 
the  death  of  his  wife,  Cook  secured  the  money  concerning  which  tliere 
had  previously  been  some  altercation. 

The  body  of  Mrs.  C.  was  placed  in  a  tomb.  For  several  years  afterwards 
it  was  observed,  by  the  sexton  and  others,  that  the  body  continued  in  an 
unusual  state  of  preservation.  Ten  years  after  death,  the  sexton,  a  very 
intelligent  man,  testified  he  could  have  identified  the  body  by  ihi^  ftatures 
alone,  while  other  bodies,  entered  afterwards,  were  totally  decayed.  In 
October,  1847,  Mrs.  Cook's  coffin  was  again  opened,  and  the  chest  re- 
tained its  rotundity,  the  integuments  being  entire,  the  face  and  lin)bs  being 
then  decayed.  The  fact  that  Mrs.  Cook's  body  exhibited  such  appa- 
rent tokens  of  preservation  in  the  region  of  the  stomach  and  chest,  to- 
gether with  the  fact  that  many  bodies  whose  sepulture  in  the  sarrie 
tomb  at  dates  much  more  recent,  had  become  totally  disintegrated,  served 
to  revive  and  heighten  suspicions  which  existed  against  Cook  at  the 
time  of  her  deatli.  In  February,  1848,  by  request  of  the  relatives,  the 
remains  of  Mrs.  Cook  were  obtained  by  my  partner.  Dr.  Leonard  French, 
and  Mr.  Wm.  L.  Lincoln,  a  medical  student,  and  by  myself  delivered  to 
Prof.  Webster,  at  Cambridge.  These  remains  consisted  of  all  the  mat- 
ter of  the  stomach  and  intestines  ;  as  whatever  now  remained  in  that 
portion  of  the  coffin  occupied  by  the  abdominal  cavity,  its  walls  and 
contents,  was  taken  up  with  a  spoon  and  deposited  in  glass  jars,  which 
were  closed  and  sealed.  Theie  was  no  reason  to  suspect  that  this  mat- 
ter had  been  in  contact  with  the  earth,  or  any  source  from  which 
arsenic  or  other  poison  could  have  been  derived.  There  was  no  plate 
on  the  coffin.  The  sexton  was  present  and  identified  the  body.  All  the 
manipulations  in  obtaining,  securing,  and  conveying  the  remains  to  Prof. 
Webster,  were  conducted  with  the  gieatest  care,  and  without  the  possi- 
bility of  mistake.  From  these  remains.  Dr.  Webster  testified  that  ho 
obtained,  by  chemical  analysis,  a  little  more  than  four  grains  of  oxide  of 
arsenic  (white  arsenic)  ;  which  is  equal  to  3  grains  and  16-1000  of 
metallic  arsenic.    A  portion  of  this  arsenic  was  exhibited  at  the  trial. 

A  detailed  report  of  Prof.  Webster's  analysis  of  this  interesting  case 
has  been  published,  from  which  I  transcribe  the  following  : — 

"  The  sealed  jars  with  their  contents  were  delivered  to  me  on  the 
evening  of  the  14lh  of  February  last  by  two  medical  gentlemen,  one  of 
whom  had  attended  to  the  collection  and  removal  of  the  remains.  The 
seals  were  unbroken.  They  were  taken  to  the  laboratory  of  the  Medi- 
cal College  and  there  opened,  when  a  faint  disagreeable  odor  was  per- 
centible,  but  far  less  offensive  than  had  been  anticipated.  The  con- 
tents of  both  jars  were  turned  out  into  a  large  wedgwood  evaporating 
dish.  They  were  dark,  with  different  shades  of  brown  and  black  ;  the 
whole  were  moist,  but  broken  up  into  many  small  lumps,  some  of  which 
had  considerable  firmness  and  consistency.  Portions  of  membranes  were 
enveloped  in  the  mass,  one  of  which  was  apparently  part  of  the  stomach 
or  intestines,  but  so  much  changed  that  it  was  impossible  to  determine 
which. 
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It  being  improbable  that  any  Vegetable  or  organic  poison  was  present, 
I  proceeded  to  examine  separate  portions  with  a  lens,  but  no  particles  of 
arsenic  or  other  mineral  substance  could  be  detected.  Of  the  mineral 
substance  usually  had  recourse  to  as  poisons,  none  appeared  more  likely 
to  be  found,  if  any  sucii  liad  been  administered,  than  arsenic,  or  one  of 
the  oxides  of  that  metal,  and  it  seems  pretty  well  seltlefi  that  the  oxide, 
J^nown  as  arsenious  acid,  or  ratsbane,  resists  decomposition  more  effec- 
tually, and  for  a  longer  time,  than  any  other  mineral  poison  commonly 
used.  In  recent  cases  of  poisoning  with  this  substance,  I  have  more 
than  once  been  able  to  detach  minute  portions  frou)  the  inner  surface 
of  the  stomach,  particularly  in  another  case  upon  which  1  had  been  en- 
gaged a  few  weeks  before  this  tinrie.  It  may  not  be  superfluous  to  state, 
as  showing  in  some  degree  how  fiequently  aisenic  is  employed,  or  sus- 
pected to  have  been  the  cause  of  death,  that  in  the  course  of  the  pre- 
ceding three  months  no  fewer  than  four  cases  were  submitted  to  my 
examination,  in  two  of  which  arsenic  was  found.* 

As  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  results  by  acting  upon 
the  mass  of  matter  from  the  jars  without  previous  solution,  and  as  it  was 
deemed  important  not  to  limit  the  examination  to  the  whole  solution  at 
once,  but  to  subject  the  matters  to  all  the  chemical  processes  which  were 
calculated  to  elicit  and  confirm  the  truth,  the  mass  was  divided  into  sepa- 
rate portions. 

One  portion  was  boiled  in  pure  distilled  water  for  nearly  an  hour,  and 
strained  ;  the  animal  matter  was  coagulated  by  chlorine,  which  was  subse- 
quently expelled,  and  the  clear  solution  was  treated  with  hydrosulphuric 
acid.  A  part  of  this  solution  was  tested  by  the  usual  methods,  as  with 
nitrate  of  silver  and  ammonia,  sulphate  of  copper  and  ammonia,  lime 
water,  he,  in  presence  of  the  gentlemen  attending  at  that  time  the 
medical  lectures  in  Boston.  With  these  tests,  and  also  with  hydro- 
sulphuric  acid,  the  presence  of  arsenic  was  distinctly  indicated.  No  reli- 
ance, however,  was  placed  on  these  preliminary  trials,  beyond  the  mere 
indication  that  arsenic  was  probably  present. 

Another  portion  of  the  remains  was  treated  with  nitric  acid  and  nitrate 
of  silver,  and  similar  indications  resulted. 

Having  obtained  these  indications  of  what  was  present  in  the  remains, 
It  was  necessary  to  separate  the  substance,  and  in  such  a  state  that  both 
its  physical  and  chemical  characters  might  be  made  out  beyond  question. 
For  this  purpose,  and  as  the  quantity  of  poison  remaining  was  not  sup- 
posed to  be  large,  one  third  part  of  the  remains  left  after  the  preliminary 
trials,  was  subjected  to  the  action  of  sulphuric  acid,  and  completely  carbo- 
nized, or  converted  into  charcoal  ;  the  purity  of  the  acid,  and  especially 
its  freedom  from  arsenic,  having  been  previously  ascertained. 

Another  third  was  heated  with  hydrochloric  acid  and  chlorate  of  po- 

*  The  facility  with  which  this  deadly  substance  is  obtained,  probabi}' in  all  counfry  towns  and 
villag'es,  beino:  kept  for  sale  in  the  common  shops  and  stores,  where  it  is  liable  to  become  mixed 
with  flour  and  various  other  articles  of  daily  use — and  the  frequent  accidents,  as  well  as  intentional 
improper  use  of  it,  that  occur — call  for  some  efficient  means  of  security.  The  keeping  arsenic  for 
sale,  and  the  sale  itself,  should  only  be  permitted  to  druggi'^ts,  and  no  one  be  allowed  to  deliver  it 
except  to  a  responsible  person,  or  to  a  written  order  from  a  medical  man  of  known  responsibility. 
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tassa,  filtered  and  reduced  by  careful  evaporation.  That  any  arsenic 
acid  present  niiglit  be  brought  to  the  state  of  arsenious  acid,  the  hquid 
was  ti'eated  with  sulphurous  acid. 

The  remaining  third  part  was  treated  with  pm-e  nitric  acid,  as  employ- 
ed by  Orfila  in  the  case  of  Cumon. 

From  these  three  portions,  as  many  distinct,  clear  solutions  were  ob- 
tained, each  of  wliicli  was  separately  again  tested,  and  eacli  gave  indica- 
tions of  arsenic. 

Each  of  these  solutions  was  again  divided  into  three  parts,  and  each 
part  was  subjected  to  the  three  following  processes. 

One  portion  of  each  was  examined  by  the  apparatus  and  process  known 
as  Marsii's.  In  this,  hydrogen  gas  is  obtained  from  zinc,  sulphuric  acid 
and  the  suspected  solution.  That  all  doubt  as  to  the  purity  of  the  zinc 
and  acid  might  be  removed,  and  especially  their  freedom  I'rom  arsenic, 
and  also  that  of  the  apparatus,  pure  distilled  water  was  first  used.  The 
hydrogen  was  evolved  and  continued  a  sufficient  length  of  time  to  satisfy 
me  that  no  arsenic  was  present.  Had  there  been  even  a  minute  quantity 
it  would  have  been  taken  up  by  the  nascent  hydrogen,  and  have  caused 
a  peculiar  change  in  the  appearance  of  the  gas  while  burning,  and  other 
effects  sufficient  to  detect  impurity. 

The  apparatus,  after  thorough  cleaning,  was  now  charged  with  a  fresh 
piece  of  the  zinc,  acid  and  solution,  from  the  remains  ;  the  hydrogen 
evolved  was  ignited,  and  the  blueisli  tint  of  the  flame  at  once  indicated 
the  presence  of  arsenic.  The  flame  was  then  brought  in  contact  with  a 
white  surflice  of  porcelain,  and  dark  spots  were  produced  ;  the  same  took 
place  when  a  piece  of  clean  window  glass  was  held  over  the  flame. 
Aware  that  other  metals,  if  present,  might  produce  similar  spots,  espe- 
cially if  the  gas  was  rapidly  evolved,  the  process  was  allowed  lo  go  on 
very  slowly  and  continued  nearly  an  hour. 

The  spots  were  tested  and  were  arsenical. 

Another  portion  of  the  solution  was  now  used  with  the  same  precau- 
tions as  before,  and  the  gas  was  transmitted  through  a  fine  lube  of  glass, 
containing  no  arsenic  or  lead  in  its  composition,  and  capable  of  bearing  a  ' 
high  degree  of  heat.  As  soon  as  the  hydrogen  had  displaced  the  air, 
and  was  issuing  from  the  open  end  of  the  tube,  a  spirit  lamp  was  placed 
beneath  its  central  pan  and  that  was  heated  to  redness.  The  decompo- 
sition of  the  gas  took  place,  and  a  metallic  looking  crust  was  formed 
within  the  tube,  ^  little  distance  beyond  the  red  hot  portion.  No  deposit 
was  observed  in  the  hot  part  of  the  tube,  which  would  have  occurred  had 
any  other  metal  than  arsenic  been  present.  The  process  was  kept  up  as 
slowly  as  possible,  and  continued  over  two  hours.  The  metallic  deposit 
was  then  carefully  collected  and  tested  in  various  ways,  so  as  to  leave  no 
doubt  as  to  its  nature, — it  was  arsenic. 

The  process  of  Marsh  has  not  proved  as  infallible  as  was  anticipated 
when  it  was  first  announced,  and  it  was  found  that  antimony,  for  instance, 
which  may  have  been  administered  to  a  patient  in  some  one  of  its  forms, 
would  give  a  compound  gas  with  hydrogen  that  burns  with  a  flanie,  the 
color  of  which  is  so  similar  to  that  of  arseniuretted  hydrogen,  the  two 
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might  readily  be  confounded  ;  and,  moreover,  that  a  similar  stain  would 
be  produced  by  antimony  upon  the  porcelain.  Fortunately  it  was  disco- 
vered that  all  doubt  could  be  removed  by  the  very  simple  modification  of 
the  apparatus  and  process  above  described.  The  arsenic,  if  present,  is 
volatilized  in  passing  along  the  hot  part  of  the  little  tube,  and  condenses 
in  the  cool  part,  but  antimony  fuses  and  retains  much  lustre. 

The  tube  was  now  detached  from  the  apparatus  and  the  metallic  crust 
was  heated  ;  brilliant  points  began  to  appear  in  the  upper  part,  which 
increased  in  size  and  number  until  distinct  octohedral  crystals  with  high 
lustre  could  be  distinguished  by  the  naked  eye.  There  could  be  little,  if 
any  doubt,  that  they  were  crystals  of  ai'senious  acid. 

To  leave  no  doubt  on  this  point,  the  crystals  were  dissolved  out  by 
boiling  water,  and  the  solution  again  tested  ;  the  result  confirmed  the  pre- 
vious one. 

Another  portion  of  the  solution  from  the  remains  was  treated  with 
hydrosulphuric  acid  gas  ;  a  copious  yellow  precipitate  was  obtained,  also 
indicating  the  presence  of  arsenic.  But  although  much  reliance  has  been 
placed  upon  this  test,  it  is  by  no  means  conclusive  ;  for  several  substances 
may  be  present  which  will  give  a  yellow  color  when  there  is  no  arsenic. 
The  yellow  sulphuret  of  arsenic  may,  however,  be  distinguished  by  re- 
duction, and  if  arsenic  is  present,  it  is  easily  separated  and  obtained  in  the 
metallic  state,  in  a  small  tube,  and  can  then  be  converted  into  arsenious 
acid,  and  crystallized  as  before  described.  This  was  done,  and  the  result 
confirmed  the  other  experiments. 

Another  process  to  which  portions  of  the  suspected  solution  were  sub- 
jected, consisted  of  boiling  slips  of  bright  copper  in  the  liquid,  with  a 
small  quantity  of  hydrochloric  acid,  known  as  Reinsch's  process.  This 
process  is  not  so  delicate  as  JVlarsh's,  but  gives  very  satisfactory  results, 
with  proper  precaution,  and  w^as  resorted  to  as  confirmatory  of  the  other 
experiments.  By  this,  the  arsenic  is  deposited  upon  the  copper,  and  can 
be  removed  and  subjected  to  the  other  tests.  As  to  the  quantity  that  can 
be  detected  by  Reinsch's  process,  Dr.  Christison,  high  authority,  tells  us 
it  will  detect  "  at  least  a  250,000th  part  of  arsenic  in  solution."  Others 
say  it  will  detect  a  3000th  of  a  grain  in  90,000  times  its  weight  in  water. 
But  the  production  of  a  mere  stain  upon  the  copper  is  not  decisive.  The 
copper  may  be  thus  tarnished  when  no  arsenic  is  present ;  it  may  be  oc- 
casioned by  organic  matters.  It  is  not  a  process  to  be  solely  relied  upon 
for  medico-legal  purposes.  The  production  of  the  metallic  crusts,  and 
their  conversion  into  arsenious  acid  and  reconversion  to  metallic  arsenic, 
in  each  case  fully  tested  in  other  ways,  can  alone  satisfy  the  operator. 

The  most  complete  method  of  distinguishing  arsenic  from  antimony,  is 
by  converting  the  arsenical  stain  into  chloride  of  arsenic,  by  exposure  to 
cldorine  ;  the  chloride  may  then  be  converted  into  the  pale  yellow  sulphu- 
ret, which,  with  ammonia,  affords  a  colorless  solution  ; — by  heat  the 
ammonia  is  volatilized,  and  the  yellow  sulphuret  is  reproduced.  The 
action  of  nitric  and  hydrochloric  acids,  and  subsequent  evaporation  to 
dryness,  afford  white  rings  of  arsenic  acid,  which  deliquesce  and  become 
invisible  ;  and  the  deliquesced  acid  gives,  with  nitrate  of  silver,  the  dirty 
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red  stain  of  arseniate  of  silver.  According  to  M.  Divergie,  this  series  of 
actions  is  conclusive.  But  we  have  no  statement  how  small  a  quantity 
of  arsenic  or  antiniony  may,  in  this  way,  be  distinguished. 

As  the  fact  to  be  ascertained  in  the  case  of  Cook  was  of  such  vast 
importance,  and  no  case,  as  far  as  I  have  discovered,  is  on  record  where 
arsenic  had  been  detected  after  the  lapse  of  so  many  years,  it  was  deem- 
ed imperative  on  me  to  subject  the  solutions  obtained  from  the  remains,  to 
every  form  and  metliod  of  examination  which  could  throw  liglit  upon  it ; 
hence,  although  I  have  used  the  terms  tube,  solution,  he,  it  has  been 
done  for  the  sake  of  brevity,  but  in  fact  several  distinct  portions  of  the 
hquid  and  several  tubes  wei'e  einployed — and  the  fact  that  arsenic  was 
present  in  the  remains,  \  consider  fully  established.  How  it  came  to  be 
there,  I  was  iiot  called  u|)on  to  inquire. 

In  regard  to  the  question,  always,  1  believe,  asked  in  judicial  proceed- 
ings, as  to  the  aniise[)tic  power  of  arsenic,  deemed  of  so  mucli  importance 
in  the  present  case,  it  does  not  appear  tliat  the  |)opular  notion  is  fully 
sustained.  Experiments  have  been  made  by  lager,  on  the  bodies  of  ani- 
mals poisoned  liy  arsenic,  which  go  to  show  that  it  neither  retards  nor 
hastens  putrefaction.  Seeman's  experiments  upon  dogs  show  that  their 
bodies  putrified  as  usual.  It  is  probable  that  the  antiseptic  power  of 
arsenic  has  been  much  over-estimated. 

Still  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  arsenious  acid  combines  with  the  fatty 
and  albuminous  tissues,  and  forms  compounds  which  are  not  susceptible 
of  alteration  under  ordinary  circumstances ;  and  some  instances  have 
occurred  where  the  bodies  of  persons  poisoned  by  arsenic  have  been 
found,  long  after  death,  in  a  remarkable  state  of  preservation.  In  some 
of  these  the  stomach  and  intestines  have  been  preserved,  although  the 
general  mass  of  the  body  had  disappeared,  leading  to  the  detection  and 
brifiging  to  light  of  crimes  committed  many  years  before. 

Another  question  is  probably  always  put  to  a  witness  in  a  case  of 
stispected  poisoning  by  arsenic,  viz..  What  is  a  fatal  dose?  So  many 
and  various  are  the  circumstances  and  conditions,  that  it  is  doubtful  if  any 
definite  answer  can  be  given.  We  have  the  case  of  Bertrand,  who  took 
five  grains  on  an  empty  stomach,  with  no  ill  effects — and  we  have  high 
authority  that  four  and  a  half  grains  is  a  fatal  dose.  In  a  case  in  New 
York,  an  ounce  was  taken,  and  the  pain  in  the  stomach  was  but  slight. 
Then,  again,  arsenic  does  not  always  produce  violent  and  well-marked 
symptoms,  although  Altai.  It  may  kill,  too,  by  its  narcotic  operation, 
no  morbid  conditiori  of  the  stomach  being  observed  after  death. 

As  to  the  existence  of  arsetiic  in  the  bones,  normal  arsenic,  the  early 
opinion  of  Orfila,  that  such  is  the  fact,  has  not  been  confirmed  by  later 
researches.  If  found  in  the  state  of  arseniate  of  lime,  as  was  affirmed  by 
Couerbe,  this  would  not  affect  the  question  as  to  its  presence  in  the 
stomacli  and  intestines.  In  the  case  of  Cook,  no  portion  of  the  bones 
was  examined. 

But  Orfila  has  retracted  his  former  opinion,  and  a  few  years  ago  for- 
warded to  the  Academy  of  Medicine  of  Paris  a  statement  that  he  could 
no  longer  extract  arsenic  from  the  bones." 
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A  very  large  number  of  medical  witnesses  were  called  for  the  gov- 
ernment, and  also  for  the  defence.  No  exceptions  were  taken  to 
Dr.  Webster's  chemical  evidence,  and  no  attempt  was  made  to  discredit 
the  results  of  his  analysis.  There  was  a  concurrence  of  opinion  with  the 
physicians  that  the  symptoms  of  which  Mrs.  Cook  died  were  consistent 
with  poisoning  by  arsenic,  althoutrh  voniiting  and  purging  were  absent ; 
and  also  in  favor  of  the  antiseptic  power  of  that  poison.  For  the  defence, 
evidence  was  introduced  that  contradicted  and  in  some  degree  impeached 
one  of  the  principal  government  witnesses.  The  chief  Justice  charged 
the  jury  favorably  for  the  prisoner.  After  deliberating  forty  minutes, 
the  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  Not  Guilty. 

Ashby,  Dec,  1848.  Alfred  Hitchcock. 


CHOLERA  IN  NEW  ORLEANS. 

[The  following  Is  extracted  from  a  letter  addressed  to  Dr.  A.  Brigham, 
Superintendent  of  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Utica,  New  York,  by 
Dr.  Wederscrandt,  of  the  Charity  Hospital,  New  Orleans.  It  was  not 
intended  for  publication  ;  but  in  tbe  peculiar  and  thre^itening  aspect 
which  the  Asiatic  cholera  has  assumed  in  the  soutliwestern  portion  of  our 
country.  It  Is  thought  by  Dr.  Brigham,  to  whose  kindness  we  are  indebted 
for  the  letter,  of  sufficient  impoitance  for  publication.  It  is  the  first  and 
only  account  we  have  seen,  fiom  a  reliable  souice,  of  the  disease  in 
New  Orleans,  and  we  therefore  take  the  earliest  opportunity  of  presenting 
it  to  our  readers.] 

On  the  12th  of  the  present  month,  the  cholera  broke  out  in  this 
hospital.  The  two  first  cases  were  a  man  and  a  woman,  who  were 
brought,  in  the  last  stage  of  the  disease,  from  the  ship  Swanton,  which 
iiad  just  arrived  from  Havre.  This  vessel  left  Havre  with  all  the  passen- 
gers and  crew  in  good  liealth,  neither  was  the  cholera  in  that  port  when 
she  left  ;  but  some  of  the  passengers  were  from  a  part  of  Germany  where 
the  cholera  was  raging.  When  at  sea  two  weeks,  the  disease  broke  out 
on  board,  and  17  persons  died  In  a  few  days,  and  were  thrown  overboard. 
At  the  time  she  reached  here,  but  two  were  sick  on  board,  and  they 
were  brought  to  this  hospital.  The  very  next  day  numerous  cases 
appeared  all  over  the  city,  but  principally  in  the  bouses  nearest  to  the 
shipping,  or  among  persor^s  employed  on  the  wharves.  Since  the  middle 
of  this  month  [Deceniber]  we  have  admitted  between  40  and  50  persons 
with  this  disease  every  day  ;  upwards  of  50  cases  have  originated  in  the 
house  among  the  convalescents  of  other  diseases  and  the  attendants; 
three  of  the  washerwomen  have  taken  the  disease,  and  two  have  died. 
The  disease  here  seems  to  consist  of  three  stages  in  most  cases :  first, 
a  feeling  of  malaise  and  diarrhoea;  next  comes  on  the  vomiting  and 
purging  of  rice  water  discharges,  and  cramps;  thirdly,  the  cold  stage, 
with  the  clammy  sweat  and  suppression  of  urine.  The  intelligence 
renmins  Intact  until  very  late.  The  disease  has  proved  fatal  here  in  so 
short  a  time  as  three  hours.    Oftener  it  is  protracted  to  twelve  and 
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fifteen,  and  rarely  beyond  Uventy-four  hours.  Tlie  violence  of  the  pain 
in  llie  stoiriach,  and  voinilin;:^  and  purujint^,  does  not  always  adbrd 
a  criterion  for  an  unfavorable  prognosis,  lor  numy  patients  recover  rapidly 
in  a  few  hours  after  being  so  attacked,  declaring  themselves  nearly  as 
well  as  ever.  About  half  an  hour  alter  death,  llie  body,  which  was  as 
cold  as  ice  just  before,  becomes  as  warm  as  in  heallh  ;  and  the  cramps 
or  contractions  of  the  muscles,  which  annoyed  the  patient  so  much  dining 
life,  continue  for  at  least  half  an  hour,  and  in  some  cases  nearly  an  hour, 
after  death. 

During  the  first  days  of  the  epidemic,  nearly  all  the  cases  proved  fatal ; 
but  within  the  last  few  days  it  seems  to  be  rather  on  the  decline,  as  our 
admissions  and  deaths  have  decreased,  and  we  begin  to  numher  many 
cures,  or  rather  recoveries.  We  treat  the  disease  on  general  principles, 
and  according  to  the  indications  of  each  individual  case.  In  the  early 
stage,  we  have  had  i-eason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  preparations  of  opium 
and  counter-irritants.  Some  physicians  use  a  large  dose  of  opium  and 
quinine  in  the  beginning,  when  they  get  their  cases  early  ;  they  give 
from  thii'ty  to  forty  drops,  and  a  drachm  of  tincture  of  opium,  with  half 
a  drachm  of  quinine,  for  a  single  dose,  and  speak  highly  ol"  theii-  success. 
]n  a  few  cases  I  have  thought  that  the  practice  did  good,  hut  I  have  not 
used  it  to  any  great  extent.  When  brought  to  us,  which  they  generally 
are,  in  the  cold  stage,  we  use  stiujulanis  externally  and  internally,  with 
nourishing  broths,  and  several  have  re-acted  under  this  treatment,  and 
finally  recovered.  Males  and  females,  young  and  old,  aie  alike  subjects 
for  this  disease  ;  but  far  more  men  than  women  are  attacked.  We  have 
seen  many  children  die  of  it,  some  under  five  years,  and  a  few  old  people 
at  a  very  advanced  age.  Dr.  Watson,  in  his  very  interesting  and 
valuable  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  has  given  a  most  correct 
description  of  the  disease  as  it  now  prevails  among  us,  and  J  believe  it 
to  be  identical  with  the  Asiatic  cholera,  which  he  so  ably  describes. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  yours,       John  C.  P.  Wederstrandt. 

JNew  Orleans,  Dec.  2oth,  1848. 


OVARIAN  TUMOR— REPLY  TO  DR.  WAIT. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  noticed  in  your  Journal  of  the  20th  of  December,  1847,  some 
remarks  on  a  case  of  ovarian  tumor,  repoi  ted  by  me,  and  published  in  a 
former  number;  and  as  I  think  falsehood  should  be  refuted  and  exposed, 
1  am  under  the  necessity  of  troubling  you  with  some  additional  details 
of  the  case,  at  the  same  time  feeling  the  necessity  of  apologizing  to  you 
for  the  liberty. 

I  was  first  called  to  see  Mrs.  Collins  on  the  28ih  of  May,  1847.  At 
that  time  1  advised  an  operation.  On  the  29th  I  consulted  with  Doctors 
Griffin,  Wait,  and  1  believe  Dr.  Pitcher,  and  then  (as  before)  advised  an 
operation.  Dr.  Wait  said  he  would  operate  if  the  patient  and  friends 
wished  him  to,  but  would  bear  no  responsibility.    I  at  that  time  interro- 
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gated  him  several  times  as  to  tlie  nature  and  locality  of  the  disease,  and 
he  as  often  waived  an  answer.    1  told  h'nn  physicians  who  made  no 
professional  decisions,  were  always  rii^ht  after  an  autopsy.    This  he 
resented  at  the  time,  but  still  refused  to  give  a  diagnosis,  from  the  symp- 
toms presen't  or  former  ones  wliicli  he  had  noticed  during  a  course  of 
treatment  often  months'  duration.    On  the  6th  of  June,  I  saw  her  again, 
in  consultation  with  Drs.  Spencer  and  Pitcher.    At  this  time  the  opera- 
tion mentioned  in  my  report  was  performed  by  Dr.  S[)encer.  The 
discharge  was,  as  repoited,  in  quantity  about  a  pint,  streaked  with  blood, 
the  blood  comino-  from  the  external  wound  and  the  tumor,  the  water  from 
the  abdojttinal  cavity.    Tlie  operator  and  others  present  know  well  that 
the  trocar  passed  but  a  short  distance  into  the  tumor,  probably  not  more 
than  one  inch  and  a  half,  the  tumor  yielding  to,  and  receding  from  it. 
After  this  lime  1  saw  her  daily,  and  ahnost  daily  expressed  my  wish  to 
open  tfie  tumor.    On  Sunday,  the  20th,  they  discovered  matter  oozing 
from  the  puncture  in  the  linea  albn,  and  they  immediately  sent  for  me. 
The  time  occupied  in  coming  after  me,  and  my  returning  with  them,  I  called 
one  and  a  half  hour.    In  that  time  it  discharged  about  a  pint.    I  could 
pass  a  catheter  but  a  short  distance  into  tlie  tumor,  probably  as  far  as  the 
trocar  passed  at  the  time  of  the  operation.    On  the  6th,  a  small  probe 
would  pass  the  remaining  distance  into  the  cavity  of  the  tumor.  No 
matter  followed  the  introduction  of  the  catheter.    I  enlarged  the  opening, 
passed  my  catheter  (it  was  a  large  female  catheter),  and  the  pus  was 
discharged  freely.     I  was  not  more  than  ten  minutes  in  getting  the 
remainder  of  the  two  and  a  half  quarts.    The  pus  had  the  appearance 
of  being  confined  a  considerable  length  of  lime.    There  was  no  commu- 
nication with  the  abdominal  cavity  at  this  point,  the  tumor  having  adhered 
to  the  walls  of  the  cavity.    I  was  particular  in  trying  to  find  a  passoge. 
After  this  time  she  improved  in  flesh,  strength  and  spirits,  rapidly, 
notwithstanding  the  continual  discharge  (for  one  and  a  half  or  two  months) 
from  the  tumor.    I  saw  her  last,  previous  to  my  report,  on  the  first  of 
August.    At  that  time  she  had  an  attack  of  the  cholera  morbus  from 
eating  too  many  green  peas.    The  tumor  at  tliis  time  was  not  larger  than 
a  child's  head.    She  had  visited  the  neighbors  several  times,  and  done 
considerable  work,  &tc.    Soon  after  this,  I  made  my  report,  handed  it  to 
Dr.  O.  Goodrich,  of  Boston  (about  the  middle  of  August),  who  was 
at  the  time  on  a  visit  to  his  friends  in  this  place.    What  time  the  editor 
of  the  Journal  received  it,  1  know  not.    On  the  third  of  October  I  was 
called  to  see  her.    The  tumor  had  commenced  enlarging,  and  enlarg  d 
rapidly.    On  the  7th  I  made  an  opening  on  the  right  side.    It  discharged  - 
at  the  time  full  a  quart  of  pus,  but  by  the  12ih  the  wound  had  healed. 
On  the  17th  I  advised  an  opening  in  the  opposite  side,  but  she  would 
not  consent.    On  the  2 1st,  at  midnight,  the  family  sent  for  me  in  great 
haste,  supposing  she  was  dying,  and  she  did  die  in  an  hour  after  I  arrived. 
Previous  to  her  death,  and  on  the  same  evening,  she  felt  something  give 
way  (I  use  her  own  expression),  and  immediately  her  breathing  became 
oppi-essed,  with  an  anxious,  expressive  countenance  ;  the  undeniable  symp- 
toms of  a  rupture  of  the  tumor,  and  a  discharge  of  its  contents  into  tiie 
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tliorax.  These  symptoms  increased  until  ber  death.  I  requested 
Dr.  Pitcher  to  beg  an  autopsy,  and  let  me  know  the  result  the  following 
morning.  I  saw  Mr.  Collins  in  the  morning,  and  he  declined  and 
utterly  refused  me  an  examination.  1  told  him  1  would  not  urge  the 
matter.  Tlie  following  documents,  having  refetence  to  this  matter,  are 
submitted. 

State  of  Neio  York,  St.  Lawrence  County,  ss. 

Lemuel  Hubbard,  the  father  of  Mrs.  Collins,  and  Mrs.  Lucy  N.  Newell, 
sister  of  Mrs.  Collins,  being  didy  sworn,  depose  and  say,  that  they  liave 
heard  the  foregoing  report  read  ;  that  as  far  as  they  knew  the  facts  and 
understand  the  report,  they  believe  the  fort-going  statement  to  be  just, 
true  and  correct — that  in  the  latter  stages  of  Mrs.  Collins's  disease  she 
was  not  at  their  house,  and  they  did  not  know  the  parliculais  so  well. 
And  fnrther,  said  deponents  say,  that  they  have  heard  read  the  report  of 
Mrs.  Collins's  case,  as  printed  in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Snrgical  Jour- 
nal of  October  I3th,  1847,  and  so  far  as'  they  know  the  facts  and  under- 
stand the  report,  they  believe  the  same  to  be  correct. 
Sioorn  and  subscribed  this  29th  Dec.  1848,  Lemuel  Hubbard. 

before  me,  H.  D.  Sbxith,  Just.  Peace.  LucY  N.  Newell. 

Richard  Collins,  being  sworn,  says,  that  he  is  knowing  to  nearly  or 
quite  all  the  facts  slated  in  the  foregoing  report,  and  also  in  the  printed 
report  above  referred  to,  and  verily  believes  the  statements  in  both  reports 
are  true  and  correct.  That  it  is  true  that  Dr.  Williams  applied  to 
deponent  to  permit  a  post-mortem  examination,  which  deponent  declined 
permitting.  Richard  Collins. 

Subscribed  and  sioorn,  this  29th  December,  184.8, 
before  me,  H.  D.  Smith,  Just.  Peace. 

I  will  add  a  few  remaiks. 

L  Dr.  Wait  says,  any  opinion  as  to  the  nature  or  locality  of  the 
tumor,  would  be  conjectural,  and  therefore  he  declined  giving  his  opinion 
of  the  case  ;  and  with  almost  the  same  breath,  says,  he  and  all  other 
experienced  surgeons  who  saw  her,  considered  her  the  subject  of  a 
malignant  cachexia,  and  he  considered  the  tumors  local  manifestation  of  it. 
Here,  then,  is  an  opinion  of  the  case,  and  according  to  his  own  acknow- 
ledgment entirely  conjectural.  Absurd  as  this  conjecture  was,  he  still 
has  some  few  rays  of  consolation  to  comfort  him,  since  Drs.  Trowbridge, 
McNaughton,  LiziU's,  and  the  accoucheur  mentioned  by  Lee,  bad,  during 
their  lives  (sj)ent  in  successful  practice)  made  as  great  mistakes. 

2.  It  is  no  new  trait  in  the  Doctor's  character  to  decline  giving  an 
opinion,  as  to  the  nature  or  treatment  of  a  disease,  during  consultation  ; 
or  if  he  does  happen  to  give  it,  he  will  deny  the  whole,  if  the  diagnosis 
or  treatment  were  not  it)  accordance  with  the  results  of  the  case.  For 
these  and  other  reasons,  no  physician  (the  bounds  of  whose  practice 
adjoin  his),  will  consult  with  him. 

3.  He  says,  the  conclusion  would  be  that  the  patient  recovered.  Let 
the  conclusion  be  what  it  may,  I  made  no  such  statement  in  my  report, 
but  sin)ply  stated  the  facts  as  they  were  at  the  time  I  wrote  the  article. 
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Every  experienced  surgeon  knows,  from  every  day's  observation,  that 
of  all  local  diseases,  tumors  are  ihe  most  liable  to  reproduction,  unless 
removed  by  excision  (and  this  not  infallible)  ;  and  it  requires  something 
more  than  a  mere  conjectural  opinion  to  convince  the  pathologist  that 
slie  died  from  the  immediate  eflecls  of  a  malignant  disease.  She  rested 
well,  ate  and  drank  hearty,  was  not  much  emaciated,  and  was  silting  in 
a  chair  at  the  time  she  felt  the  rupture,  four  hours  previous  to  her  death. 
What  might  have  been  the  change  in  her  disease,  or  cause  of  her  death 
(if  she  had  not  died  as  unexpectedly  as  she  did)  at  some  fuluie  period, 
]  know  not.  Had  I  been  favoied  with  an  examination,  I  should  have 
given  an  impartial,  physiological,  and  pathological  retrospect  of  the  same 
to  the  readers  of  your  Journal,  whether  in  accordance  or  contrary  to  my 
published  opinion. 

4.  The  Doctor  says  there  was  no  disagreement  before  him,  as  to  the 
nature  or  locality  of  the  tumor.  If  there  was  none,  why  did  he  not 
operate  some  time  during  the  ten  months'  treatment,  or  at  the  time 
1  advised  it?  The  reasons  were,  that  there  were  disagreements,  and 
that  some  time  previous  some  experienced  surgeons  had  made  some  sad 
mistakes.  But  let  the  Doctor  contradict  himself  He  says,  he  would 
not  give  an  opinion  ;  he  also  says  he  gave  one.  He  said,  any  opinion 
as  to  the  nature  of  the  disease  would  be  conjectural,  and  also  says  it  was 
a  local  manifestation  of  a  malignant  disease  ;  he  treated  her  for  the 
disease,  for  ten  months,  but  says  he  only  acted  as  an  operative  surgeon. 

5.  He  says  the  husband  solicited  an  examination,  and  I  declined 
making  one.    Both  of  these  assertions  I  have  shown  to  be  false. 

I  did  not  intend  to  be  tedious.  Justice  to  the  lovers  of  truth,  justice 
to  the  relations  of  the  deceased ^  and  justice  to  Dr.  Wait,  has  devolved  upon 
me  the  necessity  of  saying  what  I  have.  1  might  say  much  more,  but 
will  close  by  advising  the  Doctor  to  be  careful  tliat  the  light  w'llh  which 
he  wishes  to  illumine  the  path  of  the  members  of  the  profession,  be  itself 
illuminated,  lest  it  prove  to  be  Milton's  darhness  invisible. 

Gouverjieur,  N.  Y.,  Dec.  28,  1848.       Peter  O.  Williams,  M.D. 


BRONCHITIS  IN  A  CHILD,  COMPLICATED  WITH  DYSENTERY. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Joitrnal. 
Sir, — I  submit  the  following  case  for  your  perusal,  and  for  publication 
if  you  see  fit. 

I  was  called,  on  the  23d  Dec.  last,  to  see  C  C  ,  a  smart 

vigorous  boy,  aged  nine  months,  who  had  been  afflicted  for  some  days  with 
a  severe  catarrh,  with  very  little  expectoration,  of  the  consistency  of 
starch.  Respiration  hui-ried,  somewhat  embarrassed  from  accumulated 
mucus.  Pulse  frequent,  small  and  wiry.  Countenance  pale,  skin  dry 
and  hot.  A  white  coating  was  observable  upon  the  centre  of  the  tongue, 
while  the  edges  were  red.  Bowels  operating  regularly.  Auscultation 
disclosed  sonorous  and  sibilant  ronchus  throughout  the  whole  thorax.  Or- 
dered thirty  drops  of  the  following  prescription,  to  be  given  every  two 
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hours  : — Tr.  Balsam  Tola,  §  i.  ;  Tr.  Blood  Root,  §  ss.  ;  Honey,  §  ss. 
Also  that  the  child  shoidd  he  kept  in  a  comfortahly  warmed  room. 

Dec.  24tth. — Found  the  patient  more  comfortable.  Expectoration  in- 
creased ;  respiration  less  embarrassed  ;  heat  and  dryness  of  skin  diminish- 
ed ;  pulse  about  the  same.  Ordered  that  the  foregoing  prescription 
should  be  persevered  in. 

Dec.  25th. — Passed  a  restless  night.  Partial  sweats,  alternating  with 
heat  and  dryness  of  the  whole  surface ;  expectoration  the  same  as  tlie 
day  previous  ;  mucus  rattle  less ;  pulse  hardly  perceptible  at  the  wrist ; 
five  evacuations  from  the  alvine  canal.  Ordered  the  first  prescription  to 
be  continued.  Also  a  powder  to  be  given  once  in  three  hours,  consisting 
of  Dov.  Powd.,  grs.  i. ;  Piperine,  grs.  J.  In  the  evening  of  the  same 
day  (•25lh),  a  messenger  came,  stating  that  the  child  was  worse.  I  went 
immediately  to  see  him.  Found  that  the  pulse  had  increased  very  little 
in  fullness  and  force  ;  cough  diminished  ;  expectoration,  in  a  given  num- 
ber of  paroxysms  of  coughing,  was  increased,  so  far  as  I  was  capable  of 
judging,  for  very  little  of  the  expectorated  mucus  was  visible,  from  the 
fact  of  the  child's  swallowing  it.  I  drew  my  conclusions  from  the  amount 
of  sibilant  ronchi  audible,  previous  and  following  a  paroxysm  of  coughing  ; 
and  from,  I  hardly  know  what,  but  the  appearance  of  the  patient  at  the 
time  of  coughing.  An  observing  person  can  tell,  with  a  considerable 
degree  of  accuracy,  the  amount  expectorated  during  a  paroxysm,  with  a 
little  attention  to  the  point.  Skin  hot  and  dry  ;  abdomen  tender  in  the 
region  of  the  transverse  colon  ;  had  had  some  twelve  or  fourteen  alvine 
evacuations,  small  in  quantity,  but  the  occasion  of  considerable  pain.  Or- 
dered a  continuation  of  the  powders,  together  with  a  teaspoonful  of  the 
water  of  camphor,  and  laudanum,  to  be  given  every  two  hours. 

Dec.  26th. — The  evacuations  had  ceased.  The  patient  otherwise 
comfortable.  Omitted  the  powders ;  gave  the  first  prescription  in  lieu  of 
them. 

21th. — The  patient  fast  convalescing  ;  no  return  of  the  evacuations. 
Ordered  the  camphor  and  opium  tinct.  to  be  stopped.    Alternate  with 
the  first  prescription  and  powders,  one  in  three  hours.    In  a  few  days 
*    iiad  the  gratification  of  seeing  my  patient  well. 

Respectfully,  A.  T.  Woodward. 

Whitehall,  iV.  r.,  Jan.  8,  1849. 


''THE    ASIATIC   CHOLERA    TRACEABl>E    TO    CERTAIN  ELECTRIC 

INFLUENCES." 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — Since  the  publication  of  an  article  under  the  above  caption,  written 

by  me,  which  appeared  in  your  Journal  of  the  29th  of  November  last, 

an  elaborate  paper,  by  Sir  James  Murray,  entitled  "  Deductions  from 

Experiments  on  the  Nature  of  Cholera  and  other  Epidemics,"  has  reached 

this  country  in  the  columns  of  the  London  Lancet ;  and  you  may  itnagine 

the  gratification  with  which  I  find  my  views  of  the  causes,  nature  and 

treatment  of  the  Asiatic  Cholera,  fully  sustained  by  the  observation  and 
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deductions  of  this  distinguished  writer.  Sir  James  has  completely  ex- 
ploded the  antiquated  theory  of  miasmatic  influences,  and  says  that  expe- 
rience has  led  him  to  adopt  the  "  electric  doctrine." 

Doubtless  you  will  lay  before  your  readers  as  copious  an  abstract  of 
this  admirable  article — of  itself  containing  material  for  a  large  treatise — 
as  your  space  will  admit ;  hut  in  the  mean  time  permit  me  to  quote  a 
few  sentences  expressive  of  the  decided  view^s  which  Sir  James  entertains 
in  favor  of  that  theory  which  I  had — at  a  great  distance,  both  as  regards 
place  and  ability — humbly  ventured  to  offer  to  the  consideration  of  your 
readers.    Sir  James  says  : — 

"  Being  satisfied,  by  many  trials  and  ohservatiois,  that  electric-galva- 
nic distuibance,  a  want  of  equilibrium^  was  at  least  a  principal  exciting- 
cause  of  the  periodical  or  symmetrical  diseases." — "  Next,  it  may  be  sup- 
posed from  the  accumulation  of  black,  magnetized  blood  in  the  veins,  and 
the  disordered  signs  of  shocks  in  the  eighth  pair  of  nerves,  and  from  other 
pathological  appearances,  that  severe  electric  commotions  were  at  work, 
producing  cholera." — Here  I  may  briefly  remark,  of  imitative  and  in- 
fectious diseases,  that  they  are  much  more  probably  owing  to  electric 
disorders." — '-Were  this  doctrine  of  electric  equivalents  to  displace  the 
theory  of  infection,  odious  quarantines  would  cease  to  punish  the  inno- 
cent, and  relatives  would  not  abandon  their  helpless  friends  in  time  of 
needy — "  The  definite  proportions  of  derangement  of  natural  electricity, 
occasion  definite  proportions  of  epidemic  diseases." — "  The  intensity  of 
the  globe's  magnetism,  varies  at  dilTerent  points  of  its  surflice." — "  It  is 
said,  however,  that  the  needle  did  not  obey  these  natural  attractions  in, 
Russia,  during  the  late  awful  visitation  of  the  cholera."—"  Hence  we 
must  suppose  currents  of  electricity  to  circulate  within  the  earth,  more 
especially  near  its  surflice,  Jjnd  to  be  constantly  jiassing  from  east  to  west/* 
— "  For  all  these  reasons,  and  many  others,  I  hope  I  am  justified  in  at- 
tempting to  point  out  physical  relations  between  epidemic  diseases  and 
disturbed  electricity  or  magnetism." — "  It  is  to  be  concluded  that  the  ju- 
dicious use  of  long-continued  galvanic  passes  through  the  respiratory  and 
spinal  nerves,  is  one  of  the  most  essential  adjuvants  that  can  be  employed 
during  collapse,"  he.  he. 

Throughout  the  whole  paper.  Sir  James  triumphandy  demonstrates  the 
connection  between  pathological  disease  and  electrical  disorder.  Every 
reader  must  be  convinced  by  this  demonstration,  of  course  excepting  "  W. 
S.",  who  will  probably  be  content,  like  an  "  illustrious  predecessor,"  to 
remain  for  ever  entitled  to  the  epitaph,  "  Stet  nominis  umbra.'^  Mean- 
while, commending  this  vast  subject  to  your  attentive  consideration,  and 
that  of  your  readers,  I  am,  he.     A.  C.  Castle,  M.D. 

New  York,  Jan.  9,  1849. 


ON  AN  ELECTRICAL  PHENOMENON  OBSERVED  IN  CHOLERA. 

BY  J.  C.  ATKINSON,  ESQ.,   M.R.C.S.,  KTC,  WESTAIINSTER. 

I  AM  desirous  at  the  present  moment  of  directing  the  attention  of  your 
numerous  scientific  readers  to  a  very  interesting  phenomenon,  more  or  less 
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present  in  the  collapse  stage  of  cholera,  whHli  seems  to  have  hitherto 
escaped  the  ob^servation  of  medical  m^-n — viz.,  animal  electricity,  or  phos- 
phorescence of  the  human  body.  My  attention  was  first  attracted  to  the 
subject  during  the  former  visildtion  of  that  fearful  disease  in  the  metropo- 
lis. It  was  indeed  singular  to  notice  the  quanlity  of  electric  fluid  which 
continually  discharged  itself  on  the  approach  of  any  conducting  body  to 
the  surface  of  the  skin  of  a  p;itient  laboring  under  the  collapse  slage, 
more  particularly  if  the  patient  had  been  previously  enveloped  in  blan- 
kets ;  streams  of  electriciti/,  many  averaging  one  inch  and  o  half'm  length, 
could  be  readily  educted  by  the  knuckle  of  the  hand  when  directed  to  any 
part  of  the  body,  and  these  appeared,  in  color,  effect,  crackling  noise, 
and  luminowe  character,  similar  to  that  which  we  are  all  accustomed  to 
observe  when  touching  a  charged  Leyden  jar.  1  may  remark  the  coinci- 
dence, that  simultaneously  with  the  heat  of  the  body  passing  off,  the  elec- 
tricity was  evolved  ;  and  I  am  therefore  led  to  ask  the  question — Are  not 
heat,  electric  and  galvanic  fluids,  one  and  the  same  thing?  Does  not  the 
fact  of  the  passing  off  of  both  imponderable  substances  at  one  and  the 
same  time  strengthen  this  conclusion  ? 

Again:  are  not  the  whole  of  what  we  call  vital  phenomena  produced 
by  certain  modifications  of  the  electric-galvanic-magnetic  matter  and  mo- 
tions? And  do  we  not  find  that  these  vital  phenomena  are  continuously 
afiected  by  the  relative  state  of  the  surrounding  electric  medium  ?  To 
what  can  we  attribute  the  present  fluctuating  condition  of  the  barometer, 
if  not  to  it  ? 

We  know  what  wonderful  decomposing  action  galvanism  had  on  alka- 
lies, under  the  hands  of  the  illustrious  Humphrey  Davy  ;  but  we  do  not 
know,  nor  have  we  any  conception  in  the  present  state  of  knowledge,  of 
the  decomposing  action  of  electric  matter  of  the  atmospheric  air,  in  vari- 
ous conditions,  on  the  fluids  generally  of  the  animal  body.  Chemistry 
has  failed  in  pointing  out  any  ponderable  irmteiial  as  the  exciting  cause 
of  epidemic  diseases. 

In  the  treatment  of  Cholera,  all  are  agreed  that  non-conducting  sub- 
stances on  the  surface  of  the  skin  aid  essentially  the  cure  ;  and  during  the 
disturbed  state  of  the  atmosphere,  for  the  purpose  of  retaining  the  electri- 
city continually  eliminating  in  the  system,  we  are  told  to  wear  woolen 
bandages,  flannel,  and  gutta  percha  soles,  so  as  to  insulate  as  much  as 
possible  the  body,  to  pievent  the  heat — the  electric  fluid — from  passing 
off. — London  Lancet. 


ON  Q.UIN0ID1NE. 

BV  F.  KODF.R. 

The  author  has,  in  consequence  of  the  results  published  by  Liebig 
on  tlie  constitution  of  quinoidine,  made  some  experiments  to  obtain  fiom 
quinoidine  or  amorphous  quinine  the  latter  in  a  crystalline  state.  One 
part  of  commercial  quinoidine  is  dissolved  in  four  parts  of  alcohol  of 
0-8d5,  and  a  solution  of  ^  a  part  protochloride  of  tin  in  two  parts  of 
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water  added  to  it.  This  precipitates  a  dark  resinous  mass,  while  the 
supernatant  lifjuid  is  but  faintly  colored  ;  it  is  separated  from  the  precipi- 
tate, and  quickly  precipitated  with  ammonia.  The  precipitate  is  then 
well  washed  and  dried,  and  exhausted  with  alcohol  as  long  as  this 
removes  any  thing ;  the  united  extracts  are  again  mixed  with  half  the 
former  amount  of  protochloride  of  tin,  again  quickly  precipitated  with 
ammonia,  and  the  well-washed  and  dried  precipitate  exhausted  with 
alcohol,  when  an  almost  colorless  solution  of  pure  quinine  is  obtained, 
which,  carefully  saturated  with  dilute  sulphuric  acid,  affords  on  evapora- 
tion crystals  of  sulphate  of  quinine. 

In  tlie  liquid  filtered  from  the  [)rec!pitate  of  protoxide  of  tin  and  quinine, 
as  well  as  in  the  wash-water,  cinchonine  is  contained,  if  ordi^iary  quinoi- 
dine  has  been  employed  which  has  not  been  previously  purified  by 
precipitation  with  an  alkali.  These  liquids,  containing  cinchonine,  are 
precipitated  with  tincture  of  galls  to  obtain  the  cinchonine  in  the  usual 
manner. 

The  precipitated  resinous  substance  still  retains  some  quinine,  to  obtain 
which  it  is  dissolved  in  alcohol,  again  mixed  with  a  strong  solution  of 
protochloride  of  tin,  and  then  further  treated  in  the  above-mentioned 
manner.  The  resinous  substance  so  obtained  is  of  an  alkaline  nature,  of 
a  bitter  taste,  and  possesses  the  peculiar  odor  of  quinoidine  ;  it  would 
probably  yield  more  quinine  on  further  treatment. 

The  author  obtained  by  this  process  from  two  different  samples  of 
quinoidine,  in  one  case  43  per  cent,  quinine,  9  per  cent,  cinchonine,  and 
28  per  cent,  resin  ;  and  in  the  second  40  per  cent,  quinine,  10  per  cent, 
cinchonine,  and  30  per  cent,  resin  ;  the  water  amounted  to  20  per  cent. 
On  precipitating  100  parts  of  commercial  quinoidine  in  solution  with  an 
alkali,  the  precipitate  obtained  weighed  69  grs. —  Chem,.  Gaz.  from 
Mittheilungen  dez  Schweizer. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    JANUARY    17,    J  8  4  9. 


Asiatic  Cholera  in  New  York. — It  is  wholly  unnecessary  for  us  to  detail 
the  particulars  of  the  introduction  or  progress  of  cholera  in  New  York, 
because  every  fact  connected  with  it  has  been  chronicled  by  all  the 
newspapers  in  the  Union.  By  a  resolution  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  that 
city,  the  physician  of  the  quarantine  was  called  up  to  report  a  detailed  state- 
ment of  the  "  origin,  progress  and  character  of  the  cholera,  as  the  same 
now  exists  at  the  Marine  Hospital,"  which  has  been  executed  by  Dr.  Whit- 
ing in  a  very  concise  and  appropriate  manner.  The  document  appears  in 
the  form  of  a  pamphlet,  and  will  doubtless  be  extensively  circulated. 

People  may  argue  the  non-contagiousness  of  cholera,  and  so  may  medi- 
cal gentlemen — and,  indeed,  very  generally  they  do  ;  and  yet  it  is  morally 
impossible  to  deny  that  the  disease  was  transmitted  from  one  person  to 
another  at  Staten  Island,  after  the  arrival  of  the  ship  New  York  at  the 
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quarantine  ground.  The  manner  of  its  extension,  also,  from  New  Orleans 
up  the  Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  certainly  appears  like  the  disease  being 
infectious ;  but  the  profession  generally  in  the  old  world,  as  well  as  the 
new,  are  well  satisfied  that  it  is  not  strictly  contagious.  Leaving  the  ques- 
tion just  where'  it  is,  in  respect  to  that  matter,  it  only  remains  for  us  to 
speak  of  Dr.  Whiting's  communication  to  the  Board  of  Health — which 
is  a  sensible,  well-digested,  and  to  us,  satisfaciory  official  document. 
Without  theorizing  or  over-exciting  himself  about  non-essentials,  he  simply 
and  plainly  relates  the  history  of  the  appearance  of  the  cholera  at  the  qua- 
rantine, with  a  synopsis  of  his  mode  of  treatment,  which  seetns  not  to  have 
been  distinguished  for  its  success.  Up  to  the  time  of  the  report,  sixty- 
three  cases  had  occurred,  of  whom  twenty-nine  had  died.  A  large  pro- 
portion v/ere  children  under  fourteen. 

Cholera  has  entered  and  exists  in  our  country,  and  its  course  and  cha- 
racter will  be  written  by  those  who  will  make  themselves  most  familiar  with 
its  nature  and  progress.  Communications  from  our  medical  friends,  in 
regard  to  the  various  phases  it  may  assume  in  different  localities,  together 
with  such  modes  of  treatment  as  may  be  found  successful,  and  therefore 
important  to  be  known  by  practitioners  generally,  will  be  promptly  intro- 
duced into  the  pages  of  this  Journal. 


Illustrated  System  of  Hitman  Anatomy^  Sjjecial,  General  and  Microsco-^ 
pic. — A  more  generous-looking  volume  has  not  been  placed  on  our  table 
for  a  long  while,  than  this  new,  elegant,  and  we  believe,  excellent  work, 
by  that  celebrated  writer,  Samuel  George  Morton,  M.D.,  of  Philadelphia. 
His  industry  is  surprising,  and  yet  he  appears  to  have  time  enough  for  do- 
ing, whatever  he  undertakes,  so  exceedingly  well  that  the  object  in  view 
is  completely  and  thoroughly  accomplished.  His.  great  national  work, 
Crania  Americana,  would  of  itself  have  transmitted  the  author's  name  with 
distinction  to  posterity;  but  that  spirit  of  research  and  inquiry  which 
prompts  men  to  become  learned,  stimulates  him  to  continued  scientific  ex- 
ertions. That  there  can  be  nothing  particularly  novel  in  descriptive  ana- 
tomy, appears  to  be  very  generally  conceded  ;  yet  the  microscope  is  sur- 
prising us  with  unlooked-for  and  unsuspected  conformations  and  arrange- 
ments, which  are  materially  altering,  from  year  to  year,  the  old  landmarks 
on  which  systems  of  physiology  have  been  constructed.  Dr.  Morton  be- 
gins his  treatise  with  admitting  that  he  does  not  expect  to  add  much  to  the 
previous  stock  of  anatomical  knowledge  ;  but  he  has  certainly  succeeded 
admirably  in  producing  a  work  that  will  be  received  with  satisfaction,  and 
will  no  doubt  be  a  standard  one.  He  has  judiciously  selected  the  best 
parts  of  the  writers  on  anatomy,  the  world  over,  and  given  them  a  location 
in  his  work  in  a  manner  at  once  agreeable,  systematic  and  natural.  All 
the  plates  are  well  executed,  showing  things  as  they  are.  The  language 
is  choice,  the  descriptions  sufficiently  minute  to  meet  all  exigencies,  while 
nothing  which  is  at  all  es.^ential  to  the  perfection  of  the  whole  is  left  unfi- 
nished. It  is  a  happy  talent  that  enables  a  writer  to  communicate  what- 
ever he  has  acquired,  in  a  manner  to  be  perfectly  understood.  Messrs. 
Grigg,  Elliot  &  Co.,  the  publishers,  have  never  sent  out  a  belter  specimen 
of  typography.  The  type  is  full  and  distinct,  and  the  text  free  from  errors. 
There  are  642  pages  royal  octavo,  with  391  engravings  on  wood,  almost 
equal  to  copper-plate.    Before  proceeding  further  with  its  contents»  it  must 
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be  studied  and  compared  with  other  favorite,  popular  works,  and  a  second 
notice  given  at  a  proper  period. 


Clinical  Surgery. — At  the  beginning  of  a  course  of  instruction  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  Geo.  W.  Norris,  M.D.,  prepared  the  way  by  the 
delivery  of  a  lecture,  which  is  vvhai  might  have  been  expected  from  the 
well-known  ability  of  the  speaker  to  teach  in  a  profession  which  he  adorns. 
A  historical  sketch  of  the  Hospital  is  followed  by  observations  upon  the 
number  of  patients  the  past  year,  the  surgical  operations  in  the  institution, 
with  excellent  remarks  on  the  all-important  study  of  the  principles  of  sur- 
gery. Those  who  have  passed  through  the  ordeal  of  long  years  of  prac- 
tice, to  take  the  position  Dr.  Norris  has  attained  in  public  estimation,  must 
be  well  qualified  to  indicate  the  way  of  eminence  to  others.  This  part  of 
his  lecture  is  executed  with  a  careful  hand,  and  the  conclusion  to  which 
we  arrived  at  the  close  was,  that  Dr.  Norris  may  justly  be  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading,  prominent  surgical  authorities  of  his  country. 


Dr.  Blake's  Introductory  lecture. — James  Blake,  M.D.,  is  professor  of 
general  and  special  anatomy  in  St.  Louis  University,  Missouri.  His  intro- 
ductory lecture  to  the  present  course  is  a  sensible  production.  St.  Louis 
is  a  central  position  for  a  school  of  medicine — a  circumstance  by  no  means 
overlooked  by  the  professor.  He  is  also  very  happy  in  his  efforts  to  cre- 
ate a  love  for  the  study  of  nature,  in  the  minds  of  his  pupils.  Some  how, 
of  late,  gentlemen  in  high  places  are  making  it  known  that  they  don't  place 
quite  so  much  confidence  in  therapeutic  agencies  as  they  formerly  did  ; 
and  that  is  not  all,  the  reader  is  sometimes  left  in  suspense  in  respect  to 
what  they  do  believe,  or  what  they  would  have  others.  Dr.  Blake  would 
have  no  sudden,  surprising  developments  of  knowledge — no  unexpected 
discoveries.  There  is  a  certain  legitimate  progress  to  be  made.  You 
must  feel  with  your  toe,  inch  by  inch,  and  never  presume  to  grasp  at  a 
new  idea  till  you  are  pretty  certain  it  can  be  obtained.  This  is  rather 
novel  reasoning  for  the  nineteenth  century.  "  Never  allow  yourselves, 
therefore,"  he  says,  "  to  be  seduced  into  the  investigations  of  problems  that 
are  a  great  way  in  advance  of  the  existing  state  of  our  certain  knowledge — 
feel  certain  of  the  ground  from  which  you  start,  and  never  attempt  the 
explanation  of  phenomena,  when  this  explanation  involves  facts,  with  the 
laws  of  which  you  are  not  acquainted."  An  occasional  absurdity  has 
crept  into  an  otherwise  valuable  discourse.  Dr.  Blake  is  a  worker, 
who  carries  perseverance  on  his  frontlet.  Devoted  to  the  pursuits  of  sci- 
ence, he  would  impart  the  ardor  that  animates  himself,  to  warm  and  cheer 
all  the  world  besides. 


Starling  Medical  College. — Ohio  almost  equals  Pennsylvania  in  the 
number  of  its  institutions  of  medicine.  At  Cincinnati  there  is  the  old 
medical  school — staunch,  sea-worthy,  and  in  all  respects  well  qualified  for 
a  successful  voyage.  Then  there  is  the  Eclectic  school,  made  up  of  bo- 
tanic, animal-magnetic,  and  other  anomalous  compounds,  which  are  not 
fully  comprehended  ;  and  hard  by  is  the  undisguised  Simon  Pure  establish- 
ment, called  the  Botanical  College,  where  practitioners  of  a  certain  order 
are  munufactured  with  a  degree  of  tact  and  expedition  surprising  to  those 
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who  consider  education  of  the  first  importance  in  a  medical  practitioner. 
At  Cleveland  there  was  a  regularly  chartered  school,  well  organized,  which 
was  transferred  to  Columbus — but  whether  any  fragment  of  it  remains  in 
Cleveland,  cannot  be  ascertained  at  the  moment  of  writing.  Not  far  from 
Cleveland  there  is  still  another  ;  and  lastly,  at  the  seat  of  government,  the 
Starling  College  has  been  so  richly  endowed  by  the  man  whose  name  it 
bears,  that  should  it  fail  to  meet  the  expectations  of  the  community,  the 
fault  must  be  charged  in  after  years  to  the  course  of  inslrnciion.  In  this 
school,  the  youngest  in  the  series,  Frederick  Merrick,  M.D.,  is  the  profes- 
sor of  Botany  and  Chemistry.  On  him  it  devolved  to  open  the  present 
session,  in  behalf  of  the  faculty.  That  he  accomplished  the  undertaking 
satisfactorily,  is  abundantly  evident  by  the  complimentary  attention  of  the 
class  in  requesting  the  manuscript  for  publication.  A  prominent  item  of 
instruction  in  this  off-hand,  pleasant  lecture,  is  this:  Be  careful  in  medi- 
cine to  discriminate  between  what  is  true  and  what  is  false.  Aye,  there's 
the  rub.  When  Dr.  Merrick  can  clearly  demonstrate  an  unerring  method 
of  ascertaining  a  point  so  desirable,  he  will  have  discovered  the  philoso- 
pher's stone.  To  the  end  of  time,  the  schools  will  disagree  in  doctrine,  and 
theorists,  like  locusts,  will  forever  abound,  to  the  disturbance  of  students, 
and  to  the  injury  of  inductive  medicine.  Dr.  Merrick  has  a  disciplined 
mind,  large  benevolence,  an  ardent  love  for  truth,  which  he  would  have 
always  take  the  homely  name  of  facts,  and  by  their  indications  he  would 
be  influenced. 

The  Scalpel. — A  new  Journal  of  health,  designed,  according  to  the  title, 
for  popular  as  well  as  professional  reading,  edited  by  Edward  H.  Dixon, 
M.D.,  of  New  York,  has  been  commenced,  and  without  having  specific 
days  of  publication,  is  to  be  issued  at  such  times  as  may  appear  expedient. 
No  annual  subscribers  are  solicited,  as  the  editor  expresses  his  intention  of 
discontinuing  the  Scalpel  whenever  he  may  judge  proper.  It  is  beauti- 
fully printed,  and  certainly  has  a  large  amount  of  purely  original  matter. 
Dr.  Dixon  has  been  a  frequent '  contributor  to  our  Journal  in  years  past, 
and  few  have  exhibited  more  ingenuity,  as  many  of  our  readers  are  aware, 
in  the  practice  of  surgery.  A  variety  of  apparatus  for  relieving  the  suf- 
ferings of  surgical  patients,  have  been  devised  by  Dr.  Dixon,  and  are  favora- 
bly known  to  the  profession  ;  and  he  has  been  equally  happy  in  opera- 
tions, and  in  the  practice  of  a  branch  for  which  he  evidently  has  a  decided 
predilection.  He  is  a  vigorous,  fearless,  independent  writer,  capable  of 
expressing  himself  clearly  on  all  subjects,  and  we  wish  him  good  success 
in  his  new  enterprise. 


Washington  Co.  {N.  Y.)  Medical  Society. — The  anniversary  meeting 
of  the  Washington  County  Medical  Society  was  held  on  the  last  Tuesday 
of  June,  1818.  The  following  are  its  officers.  Dr.  Henry  C.  Gray,  Pre- 
sident;  Dr.  .Simeon  F.  Crandall,  Vice  Presideiit ;  Dr.  Wm.  A.  Collins, 
Recording  Secretary ;  Dr.  P.  V.  S.  Morris,  Corresponding  Secretary ; 
Dr.  James  Savage,  Treasurer ;  Drs.  S.  F.  Crandall,  Cornelius  Holmes, 
Hiram  Corliss,  Censors.  Dr.  H.  C.  Gray,  Delegate  to  the  American  Medi- 
cal Association.    Dr.  Hiram  Corliss,  Delegate  to  the  State  Med.  Society. 


Medital  Miscellany. — Twenty  cases  of  scarlet  fever  existed  among  the 
children  of  the  Female  Orphan  Asylum,  in  this  city,  on  Sunday  last. — 
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Drs.  Hitchcock  &  French,  of  Ashby,  Mass.,  have  recently  removed  a 
fibrous  tumor  of  the  uterus  in  a  patient  33  years  of  age.  The  operation 
was  performed  by  ligature  through  ruc-aus  of  Gooch's  canula.  From  ex- 
treme anemia  and  emaciation,  caused  by  years  of  liemorrhage  and  pain,  she 
has  rapidly  regained  flesh,  stren<:th  and  life. — At  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Paris  Institute,  M.  Bernard  and  M.  B.iresvvell  presented  a  sample  of  alco- 
hol which  ihey  had  obtained  from  the  fermentaiion  of  sugar  extracted  from 
the  human  liver. — In  Montreal,  on  the  2Sih  of  December,  an  inquest  was 
held  on  the  body  of  Sarah  Griffith,  IS  years  old,  who  died  suddenly.  A 
post-7norteni  examination  of  the  body  was  had,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
she  died  thus  suddenly  in  consequence  of  tight  lacing,  which  aflfected  the 
heart  and  other  internal  organs. — A  Singapore  paper  relates  a  marvellous 
tale,  to  the  effect  that,  after  a  violent  earthquake  ai  Chantibun,  the  roads, 
the  fields,  and  the  markets,  were  strewed  with  hairs,  which  exactly  resem- 
bled human  hair,  and  which,  when  burned,  emitted  the  usual  smidl  of 
burniuir  hair.  —  A  dentist  of  Durham  has  lately  used  gutta  percha  for  the 
manufacture  of  sets  of  gums  for  artificial  teeth.  —  Mr.  J.  Murray,  the  emi- 
nent chemist,  in  a  letter,  recommends  the  introduction  of  electricity  into 
hospitals  and  infirmaries  as  a  therapeutic  agent. — Mr.  Webb,  of  Balsam, 
Eng.,  has  operated  successfully  on  several  animals  affected  with  lockjaw. 
— A  r.holera  quarantine  is  in  force  at  Kingston,  Jamaica. — In  Northamp- 
ton, Mass.,  there  were  80  deaths  in  1848,  of  which  9  were  between  80  and 
90.  The  marriages  were  only  30. — In  the  Canadian  Insane  Asylum,  two 
lunatics  were  put  in  the  same  apartment,  and  the  result  was,  one  of  them 
was  horribly  mutilated. — In  Boston,  $12  599  35,  was  paid  for  hospital 
money  during  1848.  It  came  out  of  sailors,  who  pay  20  cents  each,  a 
month,  for  the  support  of  marine  hospitals. — A  note,  dated  Jan.  3d,  from 
Dr.  Harlow,  of  Cavendish,  Vt.,  the  medical  attendant  of  Mr.  Gage,  who 
had  an  iron  rod  shot  through  his  head,  as  lately  reported  in  the  Journal, 
says  the  patient  is  now  at  Lebanon,  N.  H.,  "  walking  about  the  house,  and 
riding  out,  improving  both  mentally  and  physically." — A  woman  in  Illinois 
has  had  18  children  in  10  years. — A  bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  asylum 
for  the  insane  is  before  the  Legislature  of  North  Carolina. — The  latest  ac- 
counts from  New  Orleans  show  that  the  cholera  has  much  abated  in  that 
city.  Cases  have  occurred  at  numerous  places  up  the  Mississippi  river,  at 
Cificinnati,  and  at  Mobile.  At  New  York  it  has  ceased  to  exist.  In  Lon- 
don, the  fatal  cases  for  the  week  ending  Dec.  20th,  were  31,  against  29 
for  the  previous  week.  The  total  number  of  cases  in  England  from  the 
first  appearance  of  the  malady  was,  to  Dec.  20th.  3737,  whereof  1772  had 
proved  fatal,  505  had  recovered,  and  1400  were  under  treatment,  or  the 
result  not  recfU'ded.  The  cases  in  Scotland  have  been  no  fewer  than  2922, 
whereof  1356  have  perished. 


Married,— 111  Providence,  R.  I.,  Dr.  W.  H.  Smith  to  Miss  R.  M.  Slillinan. 
DiEr>,— 111  England,  Dr.  SamueiCoopor,  the  celebrated  surgeon. 

Keport  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  llie  week  ending  Jan.  13th,  62.— Males,  28 — feriiaies.  34—. 
Of  consumption.  18 — scarlet  fever,  9 — lung  fever,  3 — dropsy,  1 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  3 — dis- 
ease of  the  heart,  5— disease  of  the  hip,  1 — pleuris3',  1 — diabetes,  1 — infantile,  4 — inflammation 
of  the  lungs,  2 — canker,  I — arcidenial,  2 — scrofula,  1 — rheumatism,  1 — croup,  2 — measles,  1  — 
child-beil,  2 — apoplexy,  i — old  age,  I — smallpox,  1 — paralysis,  1. 

Under  5  years,  2'2 — between  ^  and  20  years  G — l>etvveen  20  and  tO  years,  20 — between  40 
and  )0  years,  8 — over  60  years.  6. 
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Chloroform  in  Traumatic  Tetanus.  —  A  student  of  medicine  at  Colunibia- 
Term.,  wriiinjr  to  a  (riend  in  this  city,  says:  "A  young  physician  in  this 
town,  about  a  year  since,  gave  chloroform  to  a  person  previously  to  ex- 
tracting a  tooth,  and,  for  some  reason,  very  alarming  symptoms  followed. 
Since  that  time  it  was  not  used  here  until  the  day  before  yesterday,  when 
on  consultation,  finding  it  highly  recommended  in  Prof.  Yandell's  introduc- 
tory lecture,  it  was  determined  to  irive  it  in  a  case  of  traumatic  letatius. 
Large  doses  of  opium  and  other  antispasmodics  had  been  previously  tried 
without  etfect.  The  experiment  was  witnessed  by  most  of  the  physicians 
in  Columbia,  and  pair)ful  apprehpusions  were  felt  for  the  result.  Under 
the  influence  of  the  ansesihelic,  the  patient  fell  into  an  easy  and  refiesliing 
siumber,  a  pleasant  smile  resting  upon  his  countenance,  which  before  was 
haggard.  His  mtrscles  relaxed  ;  his  mouth  was  easily  opened  ;  his  pulse 
improved  ;  the  spasms  ceased.  When  he  awoke  the  tetanic  symptoms 
returned,  but  not  with  the  same  violence.  It  was  administered  a  second 
time  after  an  interval  of  several  hours,  but  did  not  entirely  overcomf^  the 
muscular  contractions.  It  was  noi  afterwards  repealed,  and  the  patient 
eventually  died." — West.  Journ.  of  Med. 


Naval  AppohUments. — The  following  Assistant  Surgeons  in  the  Navy, 
examined  by  the  Medical  Board  recently  convened  at  the  Naval  Asylum, 
Philadelphia,  have  been  found  qualified  for  promotion,  and  passed,  viz.  : 

Andrew  A.  Henderson,  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon,  to  rank  next  after 
Passed  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  Plopkinson. 

Elisha  K.  Kane,  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon,  to  rank  next  after  Passed 
Assistant  Surgeon  J.  Wilson.  Jr. 

Edw.  Hudson,  Passed  Assistant  Surgeon,  to  rank  next  after  Passed 
Assistant  Surgeon  E.  K.  Kane. 

Of  the  candidates  examined  for  admission  into  the  service  as  Assistant 
Surgeons,  the  following  have  been  found  qualified  : 

Francis  M.  Gunnell,  of  the  District  of  Columbia  ;  Jas.  Suddards,  of  Pa.; 
Robert  Carter,  of  Va. ;  S.  Allen  Engles  and  Edward  Shippen,  of  Pa.; 
Gerard  Alexander,  of  Ky.  ;  Benjamin  Vreeland,  of  N.  Y.  ;  Walter  Hore, 
Carlhon  Archer,  Richard  B.  Tunstall  and  Charles  H.  Williamson,  of  Va.  ; 
James  F.  Heuslis,  of  La.  ;  Arthur  M.  Lynah,  of  S.  C. 

The  candidates  will  inform  the  Department  of  their  respective  places  of 
residence. — Med.  Exam. 


Medical  Literature.-— learn  with  pleasure  that  Dr.  Stille's  work  on 
Therapeutics  is  in  a  state  of  forwardness,  and  that  the  author  will  labor 
industriously  at  it  till  completed.  The  extensive  research,  discriminating 
judgment  and  practical  tact  of  the  author  are  sufficient  guarantees  that  this 
work  will  be  a  valuable  one. 

Prof.  Meigs's  Obstetrics,  with  numerous  wood-cut  illustrations,  and  also 
his  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  Infa'nts,  are  in  press,  and  their  appearance 
may  be  looked  for  shortly.  The  author's  extensive  experience  cannot  fail 
to  furnish  much  of  practical  value,  and  these  volumes  will  doubtless  be  a 
valuable  contribution  lo  our  science. 

We  are  also  informed  that  Dr.  Griffith's  Medical  Formulary  is  nearly 
ready  for  the  press. — American  Journ.  of  Med.  Sci. 
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COD-LIVER  OIL  IN  PHTHISIS. 

BY   J.  YOUNG,  M.D.,  CHESTER,  PA. 

The  followino:  case  is  thoujiht  to  be  not  devoid  of  interest.  It  shows 
that,  in  the  article  used,  we  have  an  addition  to  our  resources  in  the  treat- 
ment of  consumption,  which  promises  more  success  than  any,  or  all  others, 
in  some  cases.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  case  about  to  be  detailed  was  an 
unpromising  one,  and  the  oleum  jecoris  aselli  was  the  only,  or  the  first 
article  that  produced  the  least  check  to  the  onward  progress  of  the  dire 
invader. 

Mrs.  K.,  of  Philadelphia,  a  widow  lady,  of  a  consumptive  family,  aged 
about  44  years,  visited  me  last  May  for  advice.  She  had  had  a 
cough  for  fifteen  or  more  months,  gradually  increasing  in  violence,  for 
which  she  had  tried  a  great  variety  of  remedies,  with  but  little  or  no 
benefit.  She  had  had  various  medical  prescriptions,  and  had  been  pre- 
vailed on  to  try  homoeopathy.  She  had  tried  many  of  the  quack  remedies, 
such  as  syrup  of  wild  cherry,  Jayne's  expectorant,  the  syrup  of  tar  and 
naphtha,  he,  but  none  of  them  had  been  of  any  service.  Her  appearance 
was  pale  and  haggard  ;  her  walk  exceedingly  slow,  and  bowed  forward. 
She  had  profuse  expectoration  ;  exhausting  night  sweats  ;  was  very  "  short 
breathed,"  and  coughed,  on  using  a  little  exercise,  almost  incessantly, 
with  occasional  hard  "  spells  "  that  almost  exhausted  her  ;  her  appetite  was 
variable,  and  her  stomach  dyspeptic  ;  her  pulse  was  110;  tongue  covered 
with  a  white  fur ;  respiration  from  35  to  40  in  a  minute.  Ausculta- 
tion revealed,  under  the  scapular  end  of  the  left  clavicle,  strongly-mark- 
ed bronchophony,  and  also  into  the  interscapular  space  the  same,  though 
less  strongly  ;  in  the  axilla,  pectoriloquy,  with  a  strong  gurgling  rattle,  ex- 
tending over  a  space  of  two  or  two  and  a  half  inches  square.  Below  this 
T-one  was  another,  two  or  more  inches  in  depth,  with  no  vesicular  murmur, 
but  instead,  a  slight  mucous  rattle,  particularly  when  she  coughed  ;  below 
this  the  respiration  was  clear,  as  it  was  for  some  space  under  the  sternal 
portion  of  the  clavicle.    The  right  lung  was  sound. 

Under  this  state  of  afl^airs  I  thought  it  almost  useless  to  prescribe  any- 
thing.   There  was,  however,  one  encouraging  symptom,  she  menstruated 
regularly^  and  while  this  is  the  case,  I  always  entertain  some  hope,  no 
matter  how  unpromising  other  things  may  be.    1  first  truncated  a  portion 
26 
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of  the  uvula,  as  it  was  much  elongated.  This  had  the  effect  of  relieving, 
at  once,  the  strangling  spells  of  cough.  She  was  requested  to  take  Hast- 
ing's  wood  naphtha,  commencing  with  twenty  drops  three  times  a-day,  in 
simple  syrup,  with  five  drops  of  McMunn's  elixir  in  each.  This  was 
gradually  increased,  till  she  took  forty-five  drops  three  times  a-day.  In 
five  weeks  she  was  not  benefited  in  the  smallest  degree,  while  her 
strength  had  deteriorated  materially.  She  now,  successively,  tried  every 
variety  of  cough  mixtures,  comprising  the  terebinthinate  and  balsamic 
preparations,  but  all  were  of  no  benefit.  Her  menstrual  period  went  by 
in  June  without  any  show.  By  the  last  of  July,  her  strength  was  so  far 
gone,  and  her  symptoms  progressing  so  rapidly,  that  she  gave  up  her 
house  in  the  city,  and  came  to  Chester,  for  the  benefit  of  country  air,  and 
to  escape  from  the  cares  of  housekeei)ing. 

Her  situation  at  that  lime  was,  extreme  emaciation  ;  the  eyes  sunk 
and  dark  under  them  ;  complexion  sallow  ;  pulse  120  ;  stomach  rejects 
almost  everything;  no  appetite  for  anything;  coughs  almost  half  the 
time  ;  night  sweats  ;  orthopncEa,  so  that  she  cannot  lie  below  an  angle 
of  forty-five  degrees;  sleeps  but  little;  has  chills  and  fever  sometimes 
every  day  ;  circumscribed  spots  in  the  cheeks,  with  burning  of  hands  and 
feet ;  so  weak  she  "  can't  walk  fifty  yards  ;"  unable  to  get  up  stairs  with- 
out assistance,  or  climbing  by  the  banisters,  and  stopping  every  two  or 
three  steps  ;  she  has  become  round-shouldered  and  stooping. 

The  stethoscopic  signs  are,  in  the  axilla,  extremely  loud  tracheal,  or 
cavernous  sounds,  with  a  loud  gurgling  rattle  when  she  coughs,  or  endea- 
vors to  inspire  deeply  ;  pectorilofjuy  quite  distinct ;  anterior  to  this  is 
mucous  rattle,  with  bronchophony  ;  posteriorly  the  same,  but  less  loud. 
In  the  portion  immediately  under  this,  there  was  more  of  a  crepitating 
mucous  rale  than  when  examined  previously,  and  slight  bronchophony  ; 
the  remaining  portions  were  unaffected,  or  but  slightly  so.  The  expec- 
toration at  times  is  most  profuse,  particularly  if  by  means  of  opiates  the 
cough  is  quieted  partially,  for  a  few  hours  ;  is  mostly  yellowish,  heavy, 
and  sinks  in  water  as  would  lead.  Occasionally,  however,  for  a  day  at 
a  time,  it  consists  mainly  of  a  greenish-yellow  matter,  streaked  with 
blood,  with  considerable  froth,  or  mucus,  and  so  offensive  to  the  taste 
and  smell,  as  to  occasion  emesis. 

I  was  completely  at  the  end  of  my  resources,  when  I  received  the 
July  number  of  your  Journal.  I  there  found  two  or  three  cases  of  con- 
sumption, by  Dr.  Bennett,  treated  with  the  cod-liver  oil.  I  at  once  de- 
termined to  try  it  as  something  new,  but  with  little  hopes  of  finding  any 
good  come  of  it.  It  was  procured,  but  such  was  the  irritability  of  the 
stomach,  that  for  more  than  a  week  its  use  was  not  commenced,  during 
which  neutral  mixture  and  naphtha  were  again  used,  with  the  effect  of 
quieting  it.  She  commenced  it  the  20th  of  August  ;  a  dessertspoonful 
three  times  a-day  was  taken  in  froth  of  porter.  It  rested  easily  and 
lightly  ;  in  a  few  days  it  was  increased  to  a  tablespoon ful  three  limea  a- 
day  ;  and  finding  this  to  have  no  unpleasant  effect  on  the  stomach,  in  a 
few  days  more  it  was  increased  to  four  tablespoonfuls  a-day.  This  quan- 
tity was  not  exceeded.    In  about  two  weeks  she  found  an  evident  im- 
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provement  in  her  appetite  ;  in  two  weeks  more  she  found  a  diminution 
of  her  fevers  and  night  sweats,  nor  did  she  require  so  much  paregoric  to 
make  her  cough  supportal)le.  She  had  had  a  cou'^taiU  blister  ahernat- 
ed  between  the  shoulders,  and  on  the  scapular  portion  of  the  tliorax, 
vvliich  she  had  neglected  re-applying  for  some  days,  and  on  the  '25th  of 
September  she  had  a  severe  attack  of  pleurisy,  for  which  1  was  sum- 
moned in  haste  to  see  her.  T!ie  blister  was  at  once  applied,  and  remov- 
ed the  pain,  and  there  was  no  more  return  of  it. 

At  this  time,  when  she  was  on  the  use  of  the  fourth  pint  of  oil, 
the  loud  cavernous  sound  in  the  axilla  was  more  tracheal  than  formerly  ; 
pectoriloquy  was  less  distinct,  and  the  gurgling  rattle  was  much  dinfi- 
nished  ;  broncho[)hony  still  well  marked  in  the  same  situations  as  fornierly. 

The  oil  was  persevered  with,  a  tablespoon ful  four  times  a-day.  At 
the  end  of  October  there  was  a  great  amelioration  of  all  the  symptoms; 
the  night  sweats  had,  in  a  great  measure,  disappeared,  the  chills  and 
fevers  were  gone  ;  tlie  dyspeptic  symptoms  all  gone,  and  she  had 
a  uniformly  good  appetite.  She  was  ordered  to  live  well,  on  good 
nourishing  food,  without  regard  to  what  it  was,  if  no  unpleasant  effects 
were  felt  in  the  stomacli.  Her  countenance  had  assumed  a  natural 
sprightly  expression  ;  her  strength  was  increasing  ;  her  dyspnoea  de- 
creasing, and  everything  appeared  favorable.  She  had  rarely  to  take 
paregoric  on  account  of  the  cough,  but  the  blister  was  kept  sore.  In 
another  month  there  was  not  a  symptom  of  disease  remaining,  except 
some  cough  and  expectoration.  And  now,  25th  December,  she  walks 
about  the  streets,  straight  and  erect,  not  so  strong  as  formerly,  but  caji 
walk  a  mile  or  more  without  great  fatigue.  She  weighs  some  pounds 
heavier  than  she  ever  did  even  in  her  younger  days.  Her  sallow  coun- 
tenance has  all  gone,  and,  although  she  is  pale,  she  looks  sprightly, 
talks,  laughs  with,  and  enjoys  the  intercourse  of  her  friends  as  well  as 
before  she  was  sick.  Her  orthopnoea  has  disappeared  for  two  months, 
and  she  sleeps  easy  on  either  side,  though  rather  more  so  on  the  left  than 
right,  and  what  I  regard  as  among  the  most  favorable  signs  is,  her  cata- 
menia  returned  in  December. 

She  still  coughs  and  expectorates,  but  not  so  much  in  a  week  as  for- 
merly in  a  day — and  the  expectoration  continues  to  diminish.  The 
sounds  in  the  chest  are  little  more  than  a  loud  mucous  rattle,  with  little 
or  no  puffing,  or  bronchophony.  In  the  axilla  is  a  portion  in  which  there 
is  no  vesicular  murmur,  and  only  the  mucous  rale,  but  not  strongly 
marked. 

The  blister  has  not  been  applied  for  six  weeks  or  more,  and  no  incon- 
venience has  resulted  from  letting  it  heal  up.  She  is  taking  a  tablespoon- 
ful  of  the  oil  twice  a-day.  1  am  fearful  yet  of  an  attack  of  influenza 
(which  is  prevailing  to  some  extent)  in  her  case.  It  would,  in  all  pro- 
bability, re-kindle  the  disease.  But  certain  it  is  she  is  nearly  well.  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  any  other  article  could  have  produced  the 
effects  that  have  resulted  from  this.  Certainly  it  is  not  known,  if  it 
exists.    All  known  means  had  been  tried,  and  most  faithfully,  too,  before 
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she  cominenced  tlie  use  of  this,  and  from  no  one,  nor  from  all  successively 
tried,  did  the  slif^hlesl  benefit  accrue. 

I  find  much  discrepancy  ofoiiinioii  concerning  the  kind  of  oil  most  me- 
dicinal. Tile  kind  used  in  the  above  case  was  the  fine,  clear,  white  oil. 
It  cannot  be  procured  for  less  than  one  dollar  a  pint.  The  colored,  coarse 
oil,  at  about  half  this  price,  or  less,  I  have  not  recommended,  because  but 
few  stomachs  could  bear  it  without  nauseating,  when  continued  for  the 
length  of  time  iiecessary.  The  effect  of  the  other,  instead  of  nauseating,  is 
to  improve  the  appetite,  and  the  digestive  and  assimilating  functions  ;  hence 
it  ouglit  to  be  |)!eferred  in  all  cases.  It  is  to  be  apprehended  that  the 
high  price  of  it  will  lead  the  dishonest  to  making  an  inferior  imitation, 
that  can  be  sold  at  a  cheaper  rate.  In  cases  of  this  kind,  as  in  many 
others,  the  cheap  article  is  dearest  in  the  end.  I  am  trying  it  in  three 
otlier  hopeless  cases  of  consumption,  in  which  all  other  means  have 
failed.  They  are  all  improved,  but  what  will  be  tlie  result  time  must  de- 
velope.  They  have  not  taken  enough  yet  to  know  what  it  will  do. 
They  all  find  an  improvement  in  the  appetite,  and  two  of  them  express 
themselves  as  increasing  in  strength  ;  their  fevers  and  sweats  are  di- 
minisliing. — American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences. 


COLIC,    WITH   OBSTINATE    CONSTIPATION    AND    STERCOR  ACEOUS 
VOMITING— RECOVERY. 

BY  JOHN   P.  DROMGOOLE,  M.D.,  OF  RUTHEKFORDC  C,  TENiV. 

On  Sunday,  the  15th  of  October  last,  !  was  called  to  see  Mr.  T.  C, 
whom  I  found  laboring  under,  what  I  thought  a  severe  attack  of  cramp 
colic,  which  came  on  soon  after  supper  the  evening  before.  His  pulse 
was  90  and  full  ;  tongue  coated  with  fur ;  complexion  bilious  ;  complain- 
ing of  very  severe  pain  in  the  re^gion  of  the  colon  ;  bowels  costive  ;  sur- 
face of  body  cold  and  clammy;  no  swelling  in  the  region  of  the  pain  ; 
no  tenderness  upon  pressure.  I  gave  him  25  grains  calomel,  combined 
with  15  grains  jalap,  hoping  it  would  produce  an  evacuation  from  his 
bowels,  and  relieve  them  from  their  irritating  contents. 

About  12  o'clock  that  night  I  was  again  called  to  him  in  great  haste, 
and  found  all  the  symptoms  much  aggravated,  his  medicine  not  having 
operated.  I  gave  him  15  grains  of  jalap,  and  20  grains  of  calomel,  fol- 
lowed by  senna  tea,  which  proved  equally  ineffectual.  The  pain  being 
so  excruciating  I  gave  hitn  morphia,  and  used  at  the  same  time  hot  fo- 
mentations, hot  salt,  hot  ashes,  friction,  he,  over  the  seat  of  pain,  but  all 
without  any  material  abatement  of  the  symptoms. 

16th. — Patient  no  better  ;  symptoms  even  more  alarming;  vomits  up 
large  quantities  of  bile ;  medicine  has  produced  no  effect.  I  gave  him 
large  quantities  of  ext.  colocynth  in  the  evening,  followed  by  castor  oil, 
senna,  manna,  gamboge,  &c.,  without  producing  any  effect  upon  his 
bowels.  Just  before  nioht,  ordered  several  simple  injections,  but  with  no 
better  results.  Same  night  ordered  injections  of  ext.  colocynth,  manna, 
olive  oil,  spts.  turpentine,  he,  but  to  no  advantage. 
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17tli. — Patient's  stomach  very  irritable  ;  vomits  something  which  very 
much  resembles  cotFee  grounds.  Warm  bath  used,  but  with  no  relief 
to  the  symptoms.  Blister  to  the  epigastrium,  and  venesection,  under 
which  his  pulse  became  frequent  and  feeble.  Towards  midnight  he  be- 
came almost  pulseless,  his  eyes  sunken  ;  surface  bedewed  with  a  cold, 
clammy  perspiration  ;  very  great  pain  in  abdomen  ;  convulsive  move- 
ments of  the  limbs  and  body.  Under  stimulants  he  rallied  a  little  be- 
fore morning. 

18th. — Medicine  has  produced  no  effect  on  his  bowels.  The  only 
medicine  now  used  is  morphia  and  opium.  In  the  evening  he  com- 
menced vomiting  large  quantities  of  stercoraceous  matter,  which  increased 
till  about  11  o'clock  at  night,  at  which  time,  while  vomiting,  he  had  an 
evacuation  from  the  bowels. 

19th. — Patient  much  better;  pain  greatly  alleviated,  yet  stomach 
very  irritable  ;  vomits  everything  taken  into  the  stomach,  except  small 
doses  of  sodaic  powders. 

20th. — Complains  greatly  of  his  stomach  ;  very  much  pain  ;  pulse 
100,  full  and  strong  ;  tenderness  in  the  epigastrium.  I  applied  a  large 
blister  over  the  region  of  the  stomach,  gave  mucilaginous  drinks,  sodaic 
powders,  &c. 

'22d. — Patient  much  better ;  slept  a  little ;  stomach  not  so  irritable  ; 
pulse  80  and  not  so  full. 

23d. — To-day  his  abdomen  became  very  tender  upon  pressure,  and 
somewhat  swollen  ;  very  offensive  dejections  from  bowels.  Applied  a 
blister  over  the  whole  abdominal  surface  ;  mucilaginous  drinks ;  sodaic 
powders. 

24th. — Patient  is  much  relieved. 

25th. — Urgent  diarrhoea  commenced,  and  threatened  to  carry  the  pa- 
tient off.  Dejections  watery  and  offensive  ;  tongue  foul  ;  pulse  110  and 
weak.  Adjiiinistered  calomel,  chalk,  acetate  of  lead,  opium,  kino, 
galls,  (fee. 

26th. — Diarrhoea  unabated,  and  stools  have  become  bloody  ;  bleeding 
also  from  the  gums  and  nose;  bloody  urine;  involuntary  discharges; 
extensive  exhaustion.  Ordered  one  grain  nitrate  of  silver  eveiy  hour  for 
six  hours. 

27th. — Patient  feels  much  better,  though  very  weak  and  almost  pulse- 
less ;  diarrhoea  arrested  ;  tongue  becoming  clean  ;  some  pain. 

28th. — Typhoid  symptoms  came  on.  Active  and  immediate  stimula- 
tion resorted  to  and  persevered  in  till  the  30lh,  at  which  time  he  was  a 
little  better. 

30th. — Pulse  90,  weak  and  regular  ;  tongue  a  little  coated  and  red  on 
edges  ;  some  appetite  ;  complains  greatly  of  his  back  ;  abdomen  sore  ; 
bowels  too  loose,  but  checked  by  the  chalk  mixture. 

Patient  has  been  gradually  improving  ever  since,  and  is  now  walking 
about,  though  still  feeble. 

The  above  is  certainly  a  remarkable  case.  The  first  question  that  na- 
turally arises,  is  as  to  its  pathology.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  obstruc- 
tion ?  Was  it  spasm,  a  stricture,  a  hernia,  some  foreign  body  in  the  bowel,  or 
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was  it  intussusception  ?  1  confess  a  satisfactory  answer  lias  not  suggested 
itself  to  my  mind.  Recovery  lias  seldom  taken  place  under  a  more 
alarmin;;  combination  of  symptoms — stercoraceous  vomiting,  convulsions, 
involuntary  evacuation  ol  bowels  and  bladder,  bloody  urine,  and  beuior- 
rhage  from  the  nose  and  uums.  It  may  admit  of  doubt  wlieiber  tbe  ac- 
tive medication  in  the  first  stage  of  tlie  disease  was  not  prejudicial,  and 
had  not  some  agency  in  the  development  of  the  train  of  symptoms  that 
succeedt^d.  1  shoukl  resort  earlier  to  the  lancet  in  a  siniilar  case,  and, 
from  the  increasing  testimony  in  its  favor,  should  certainly  make  trial 
of  chloroform  as  an  anodyne,  instead  of  relying  upon  morphia  and  opium. 
The  doses  in  which  1  administered  the  nitrate  of  silver  were  large,  but 
the  result  seemed  to  justify  the  practice  ;  for  the  diarrhoea,  which  had 
proved  intractable  under  all  the  ordinary  astringeilts,  yielded  promptly 
to  this  remedy. —  JVesiern  Journal  of  Medicine  and  Surgery. 


PUERPERAL  PERITONITIS  AND  HYSTERITIS,  SUCCEEDED  BY  PHLEG- 

AiA^LE  DOLENS. 

BY  D.  B.    TRIMBLE,  M.D. 

V 

Mrs.  a.,  aged  about  years,  of  a  leuco-phlegmatic  habit,  was  deliver- 
ed of  twins,  after  a  tedious  labor,  on  the  15tli  of  July.  I  had  been 
called  to  see  her  three  times  within  the  preceding  month  :  the  first  time, 
on  account  of  severe  ceplialalgia,  of  an  intermittent  character,  accompa- 
nied with  some  uneasiness  in  the  loins.  Her  pulse  being  pretty  full,  I 
took  about  12  ounces  of  blood  from  the  arm,  and  in  about  an  hour  after 
the  pains  in  the  head  ceased,  and  became  regular  in  the  back.  After 
remaining  a  considerable  time,  and  finding  the  os  uteri  undilated,  1  ad- 
ministered an  opiate  and  left  her.  The  pains  in  the  loins  gradually 
abated,  and  next  morning  she  appeared  entirely  relieved.  Twice  after 
this,  at  intervals  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  she  sent  for  me,  when  the  ute- 
rine contractions  were  so  strong  and  regular  as  to  induce  me  to  think 
that  labor  had  commenced,  the  os  uteri  being  slightly  dilated.  On  the 
15th  of  July  she  was  delivered  of  two  boys,  and  though  the  labor  was 
tedious,  there  was  no  difficulty  in  removing  the  secundines,  and  she 
appeared  to  be  doing  well  up  to  the  20th,  when  she  was  taken  with 
severe  pain  in  the  uterine  and  abdominal  region,  and  when  I  saw  her 
(about  12  o'clock,  M.)  [  found  her  suffering  severe  pain,  particularly  in 
moving,  or  on  pressure  in  the  abdomen,  which  was  considerably  tumefied. 
The  lochia  was  entirely  suppressed,  and  the  secretion  of  miik  diminish- 
ed ;  retention  of  urine,  and  the  pulse  fuller  and  more  accelerated  than 
usual.  I  bled  her  freely,  administered  a  full  dose  of  ol.  ricini,  and  had 
warm  stimulating  fomentations  applied  to  the  abdomen.  At  6  o'clock, 
1  called  again  ;  the  swelling  of  the  abdomen  bad  greatly  increased,  to- 
gether with  the  tenderness  :  there  was  considerable  dyspncEa  ;  the  pulse 
was  soft  and  small,  but  frequent.  She  was  reclining,  with  her  shoulders 
elevated,  her  knees  drawn  towards  the  body,  so  as  to  relieve  the  tension 
of  the  abdominal  muscles  ;  she  was  larger  than  before  her  delivery ; 
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and  her  countenance  was  expressive  of  great  anxiety  and  suffering. 
The  castor  oil  had  had  a  moderate  effect,  and  I  then  prescribed  the 
following — R.  Pro.  chl.  hydrarg.,  gr.  xij.  ;  pulv.  opii,  gr.  iv.  Div.  in 
pulv.  No.  iv. — one  to  be  taken  every  two  hours.  I  also  directed  40 
leeches  to  be  applied  to  the  abdomen  below  the  umbilicus.  2lst.  Found 
her  rather  more  comfortable,  though  still  oppressed  in  her  respiration  ; 
abdominal  tumefaction  slightly  abated,  though  the  tenderness  continued 
unmitigated.  Pulse  moderately  tense,  and  frequent  ;  continued  the 
calomel  and  opium  ;  applied  a  large  epispastic  over  the  abdomen.  6 
o'clock,  P.  M.  Free  alvine  evacuations  of  dark  bilious  faeces,  affording 
some  relief  to  the  pain.  Considerable  moisture  on  the  skin  ;  swelling 
somewhat  decreased,  pain  less  acute,  dyspnoea  partially  alleviated.  Di- 
rected ol.  ricini  1  oz.  ;  ol.  terebinth.  1  dr.,  to  be  (nven  at  a  drauj^ht.  22d. 
Symptoms  improving,  but  the  pulse  being  full,  more  tense  and  frequent, 
I  ventured  upon  abstracting  more  blood,  and  took  about  10  ounces  from 
the  arm.  Prescribed  calomel  and  opium  in  the  proportion  of  one  grain 
of  each,  every  three  hours.  Had  thin  emollient  poultices  applied  over 
the  whole  abdomen,  which  appeared  to  give  considerable  temporary 
relief.  About  an  hour  after  this  bleeding  she  became  very  much  pros- 
trated, and  I  was  compelled  to  give  her  stimulants,  viz.,  wine  whey  and 
aq.  ammonia.  She  rallied  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  hours  and  was 
much  relieved.  23d,  8  o'clock,  A.  M.,  much  better  ;  less  abdominal 
tenderness  ;  less  difficulty  of  bieathing  ;  pulse  softer  and  slower.  Di- 
rected the  castor  oil  and  spts.  turpentine  to  be  repeated,  which  procured 
copious  tar-like  discharges.  With  the  occasional  administration  of  a 
grain  of  opium,  a  gentle  purgative,  light  diet  and  cooling  diinks,  she 
was  becoming  rapidly  convalescent,  when  she  imprudently  left  her  bed, 
and  was  suddenly  taken  with  severe  pain  in  the  right  groin,  followed  by 
rapid  enlargement  of  the  thigh  and  leg  of  the  sanie  side,  accompanied 
with  great  suffering.  There  was  no  discoloration  of  the  limb,  and  it 
presented  a  glossy  appearance.  By  giving  her  supertart.  potass.,  pulv. 
Doveri,  the  application  of  a  blister  to  the  thigh,  and  the  })ersevering 
use  of  the  caniphorated  oil,  the  swelling  gradually  abated,  and  she 
eventually,  under  the  use  of  an  unirritating,  nourishing  diet,  and  for  a 
short  time  mild  tonics,  recovered  her  usual  health,  with  the  exception 
of  the  enlargement  of  some  of  the  superficial  veins  of  the  leg,  which 
continues  somewhat  swollen. 

From  the  foregoing  description  of  this  case,  I  think  it  will  appear  evi- 
dent that  there  was  considerable  uterine  irritability,  and  a  tendency  to- 
wards inflammation,  prior  to  delivery  ;  and  that  the  swelled  leg  was  the 
consequence  of  the  inflammation.  The  condition  of  her  pulse  rendered 
me  cautious  in  the  abstraction  of  blood,  and  somewhat  doubtful  whether 
it  would  not  terminate  as  puerperal  fever;  and  I  was  alarmed  at  the 
prostration  produced  by  the  second  bleeding,  though  gratified  afterwards 
by  the  great  relief  it  aflforded.  This  is  the  fifth  case  of  combined  peri- 
tonitis and  hysteritis  that  I  have  had  in  my  practice,  and  the  same 
general  course,  viz.,  bloodletting,  blistering,  calomel  and  opium,  has  been 
successful  with  them  all. — New  Jersey  Medical  Reporter. 
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NON-CONTAGIOUSJNESS    VERSUS  "  CONTAGIOUSNESS    OF  ASIATIC 

CHOLERA." 

[Communicated  for  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.] 

I  BEG  to  make  a  few  remarks  in  reply  to  the  elaborate  article,  over  the 
signature  of  "  VV.  S.,"  upon  the  contagiousness  of  Asiatic  cholera,  pub- 
lished in  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  Deceniber  27th, 
1S48.  Among  the  singular  proofs  of  its  contagious  character  offered  by 
VV.  S.,  is  the  lact,  as  he  states,  of  his  being  a  companion  du  voyage 
to  the  disease  "  up  the  Hudson  river,  along  the  western  canal,  and 
upon  the  borders  of  Lake  Erie,  into  the  State  of  Ohio."  We  may, 
llierefore,  surmise  that  to  the  confidence  placed  in  the  friendship  of  his 
contagious  majesty,  and  the  pleasure  derived  from  the  society  of  W.  S., 
is  to  be  attributed  his  exemption  from  infection. 

VV.  S.  positively  asserts  tiiat  the  rule  of  ils  contagiousness  was  inva- 
riably "  importation.^^  With  every  respect  for  lliis  opinion,  I  must  be 
permitted  to  deny  this  rule,  and  offer  my  reasons  for  doing  so.  Until 
the  discovery  of  a  specific  is  made,  which  will  at  once  reach  and  arrest 
the  loss  of  electro-vital  power,  and  the  resolving  of  the  blood  from  ils 
natural  combination  into  its  several  constituents  by  the  aciion  upon  it, 
of  a  specific  poison,  and  which  is  the  remote  and  exciting  cause  of  the 
other  phenomena  characteristic  of  this  disease,  the  same  results  must 
«nsue  "  upon  what  Hunter  calls  the  vita  diffusa  of  the  body  " — and 
the  disease  will  continue  to  be  treated  with  the  same  sort  of  empirical 
secundum  artcm  process,  with  the  same  preponderance  of  deaths  over 
cures!  and  "  cases  remaining  under  treatment." 

On  page  430,  W.  S.  continues — "  As  it  will  be  seen,  the  first  case  of 
Asiatic  cholera  which  occurred  in  Canada  was  mistaken  (!)  for  the  dis- 
ease of  the  country  ";  and  he  goes  on  to  say,  "  that  the  disease  appeared 
in  the  shape  of  a  doubtful  case  at  Gross  Island  on  the  8th  of  June  " 
(1832),  and  a  ship  "  had  39  deaths  on  board  durino;  the  first  four  weeks 
of  her  passage  to  Quebec  ;"  but  "  no  cases  or  deaths  for  a  month  pre- 
vious to  her  arrival.  On  the  9lh  of  June  the  second  case  appeared  at 
the  wharf  at  Quebec,  and  the  same  evening  lour  others  sickened  and 
died."  W.  S.  does  not  slate  if  either  of  these  cases  were  ihe  one 
"  which  occurred  in  Canada  and  was  mistaken  for  the  disease  of  the 
country."  With  a  few  additional  remarks,  W.  S.  says — "  This,  then,  is 
the  history  of  the  first  aj)pearance  of  the  disease  on  this  Continent." 
Imperfect,  every  one  who  reads  it  must  admit,  and  throwing  very  little 
light  upon  the  contagiousness  of  a  disease  spreading  so  far  and  wide,  and 
committing  such  havoc  as  did  the  Asiatic  cholera  ol"  '32.  W.  S.  asks — 
"can  any  one  suppose  that  on  the  8lh  of  June  the  sun  was  so  power- 
ful as  to  excite  miasma  sufficiently  malignant  to  have  generated  so  fatal 
a  disease  ?"  "  Was  there  anything  In  the  circumstances  of  Canada, 
as  to  climate  or  soil  or  season  in  1832,  which  so  much  resembled  Bengal 
in  1818  ?  "  I  may  also  include  the  climate,  soil,  he.  he.  of  the  United 
States,  in  this  question,  and  the  answer  must  be  that  climate  and  soil 
have  nothing  to  do  with  the  epidemic,  only  in  their  respective  qualities 
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and  propei'iies  as  electric  conductors — -it  being  altogether  produced  by  an 
electro-magnetic  action  and  thernio-electrical  or  telluric  influences  within 
and  upon  the  crust  of  the  earth,  engendering  a  poisonous  atmosphere  in 
particular  polar-electro-magnetic  lines,  which  according  to  spots  favoring 
ttieir  intensity  of  action  produces  a  more  concentrated  poisonous  atmos- 
phere, and  greatest  malignancy,  in  llie  phenomena  of  this  disease.  Our 
knowledge  of  lliese  telluric  phenomena,  it  is  true,  is  for  the  present 
very  limited  ;  yet  they  are  not  to  be  so  readily  disposed  of,  by  a  dasli  of 
the  pen,  as  is  attempted  by  W.  S.  (page  439).  "  As  to  ^e//wric  influence, 
as  it  is  not  easy  to  understand  what  else  than  miasma  is  intended  by  the 
term  *  *  *  *  passing  it  by  as  one  of  tlie  resorts  of  that  philosophy,  which 
prefers,  rather  than  acknowledge  ignorance,  to  retreat  behind  a  hard 
name."  It  is  true  that  telluric  influence  is  a  hard  name  ;  but,  it  will  be 
confessed,  not  so  hard  as  its  nature,  if  we  may  judge  from  the  "  violent 
convulsions  of  the  earth  and  attending  unnatural  condition  of  the  atmos- 
phere, parching  droughts,  heavy  rains,  thunder  storms,  upheaving  of 
mountains,"  &:c.,  which  have  taken  place  at  different  periods.  The 
graphic  descri[)tion  of  the  ruins  which  mark  these  devastations  on  tliis 
Continent,  recently  given  by  our  indefatigable  and  learned  countryman, 
Stephens,  will  be  familiar  to  the  rearler.  Nature  thus  convulsed — can 
pigmy  man  escape? 

Along  the  route  of  the  Asiatic  cholera,  by  contagion,  as  given  by  W. 
S.,  it  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  accompany  him,  which  is  less  to  be  re- 
gretted as  it  is  or)e  series  of  errors.  He  accounts  for  its  "  non-visitation 
of  Albany  and  other  great  towns,"  previous  to  its  arrival  at  New  York, 
to  the  "strict  quarantines"!  of  these  places.  There  were  no  qua- 
rantines whatever  at  these  places;  and  when  the  cholera  did  make  its 
appearance  in  the  city  of  New  York,  its  citizens  fled  by  thousands  and 
tens  of  thousands,  to  every  hovel  that  could  be  obtained  in  any  and  in 
every  part  of  the  State,  and  adjacent  regions.  Now  with  regard  to 
American  quarantines,  they  are  about  as  complete  a  farce  as  the  clown's 
notion  of  "the  height  of  nonsense."  One  illustration  will  cover  the 
whole  system.  I  was  a  ()assenger  in  an  emigrant  ship,  from  Liverpool 
to  New  York,  with  250  steerage  passengers  on  board.  From  the  close- 
ness of  the  temporary  "  bunks,"  head  winds,  and  rough  weather,  the 
"hatches"  were  kept  down.  From  the  confined,  impure  air,  boils  and 
fever  broke  out  amongst  the  passengers.  From  this  detestable  sink  of 
human  effluvia,  the  stench  was  intolerable.  There  was  no  medicine 
chest  on  board.  In  this  emergency  the  captain  accepted  my  advice, 
and  had  the  ship  by  sections  thoroughly  cleaned.  Water  was  pumped 
into  the  hold  and  puiriped  out  again,  till  the  fetor  and  impurities  were 
entirely  removed.  It  may  not  be  generally  known  that  the  more  secure 
a  vessel's  bottom  is  from  leakage,  the  more  corrupt  and  overwhelming 
are  the  carburetted  and  sulphuretted  hydrogen  gases  generated  in  the 
hold,*  insomuch  that  gold  and  silver  in  any  part  of  the  vessel  exposed 

*  On  board  of  the  "  Dalhousie  Castle,"  a  magnificent  ship,  and  remarkably  tight,  two  stout, 
athletic,  healthy  men,  were  for  some  slight  otirence  put  in  irons  by  the  captain,  and  confined  from 
12  M.  to  sun  down,  in  the  "  after  hold."    From  the  silver  turning  black,  I  knew  the  air  was  foui. 
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to  their  action,  will  be  perfectly  blackeneri  in  the  space  of  a  few  hours. 
In  vessels  of  moderate  leakage,  these  gases  are  not  formed  to  any  extent. 
Several  "  wind  sails"  were  constructed,  an(]  not\vitl)standing  the  weather, 
were  passer!  into  the  steerage,  which  caused  a  mutiny  amongst  the  male 
portion  of  the  passengers,  so  that  half  the  crew  were  employed,  under 
arms,  to  guard  the  mutineers,  aft,  on  the  quarter  deck.  1  caused  those 
affected  to  be  placed  under  the  deck  pump,  and  pumped  upon  until  they 
complained  of  chills.  Portions  of  the  cargo  being  Scotch  ale,  London 
porter  and  oatmeal,  a  diluted  porridge  \\as  furnished  them,  and  in  the 
absence  of  medicine,  a  tablespoonful  of  gunpowder  in  a  half  pint  of  sea 
water  was  given  every  twenty-four  hours.  Under  this  treatment  they 
rapidly  recovered,  so  that  when  we  arrived  at  quarantine,  in  the  bay 
of  New  York,  only  four  cases  were  under  treatment,  very  severe  and 
very  disgusting  to  look  upon.  The  vessel  was  placed  in  quarantine  for 
48  hours  !  and  those  passengers  having  the  means,  landed,  took  the  qua- 
rantine steamer,  and  proceeded  at  once  to  the  city  of  New  York. 

If  a  despotic  police  and  equally  arbitrary  military  cordons,  the  jealous 
passport  of  suspicious  monarchies,  were  singly  and  combined  unable  to 
stop  till"  onw^ard  couise  of  the  Asiatic  cholera  through  their  territories, 
the  unprejudiced  mind  must  admit  that  the  great  moral  force  of  an 
American  quaiantine  is  all-sufficient  lo  disarm  and  arrest  the  career  of  a 
most  fatal  epidemic,  which  despotisms  with  all  their  powers  and  terrors 
could  not  reach,  or  for  an  instant  stay  its  progress. 

W.  S.  reasons  upon  contagion  thus.  If  10,000  persons  had  passed  a 
bridge  unharmed,  it  does  not  follow  that  the  bridge  did  not  fall  with  the 
10,001st  " — ergo,  10,000  negatives  do  not  destroy  one  affirmative;  nor 
does  it  follow  tliat  the  bridge  gives  way  from  a  contagious  fall,  or  that 
the  person  was  afflicted  with  this  new  disease  now  first  introduced  to 
the  faculty  as  a  falling  bridge.  Another  proof  is  advanced  by  W.  S. 
which  has  affinity  with  the  vulgarisms  of  the  fashionable  !  world.  It  is 
"that  the  lower  classes!  the  ill-conditioned,  and  the  poor,  are  more 
liable  to  the  afflictions  "  that  flesh  is  heir  to,"  than  the  higher  classes; 
id  est^  those  who  have  a  few  dollars  to  purchase  French  furniture. 
Now,  "  pa[)ers  "  read  before  the  London  Equitable  Insurance  Society, 
have  proved  that  the  highly  respectable  classes  of  society  "  did  not 
enjoy  a  greater  immunity  from  disease  than  soldiers  in  their  native 
climate,  who  were  considered,  as  a  body,  as  being  of  intemperate 
liabits,  and  drawn  from  the  lower  classes  of  society."  W[io  are  the 
lower  classes  of  society,  as  understood  by  Messrs.  White  Kid  &i 
Silkstockings  ?-^Not  the  drunkard,  not  the  debauched,  not  the  dissipat- 
ed, nor  the   successful  swindler  nor  the  vilest  seducer  of  virtue,  for 


1  eameslly  requested  the  captain  to  release  the  men  from  their  confinement,  but  he  would  not  do  it 
I  lold  hin)  if  the  men  died,  I  should  hold  him  responsible.  I  had  publicly  to  promise,  and  become 
security  for  their  g'ood  behavior,  when  they  were  broufjht  upon  deck.  I  regret  that  I  cannot  pen  a 
description  of  the  appearance  of  these  poor  fellows.  They  looked  as  if  fifty  years  had  been  added 
to  their  lives,  and  that  during-  that  time  they  had  been  eaten  up  with  a  giiavving  consumption — their 
skin  purpled  with  their  carbonized  blood — their  sunken  e3''es  and  black  circles  around  them,  and 
pinched  noses—their  frightened,  demented  appearance,  as  if  the  threats  and  yells  of  a  thousand 
demons  had  congealed  them  with  terror — their  manly  forms  doubled  into  age  and  decrepitude. 
Such  a  wreck  of  human  nature  I  hope  never  to  witness  ag-ain% 
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these  are  to  be  found  in  fine  houses  with  well-garnished  rooms.  Xo 
— it  means  tlie  hard-woiking,  pinched  nrtizan,  with  a  mere  pittance 
wherewi'ih  to  support  bis  young  family;  the  liard-w orking  farnnng  la- 
borer— the  delversof  our  canals,  &.c.  &ic. — a  hardy,  robust  body  of  men, 
not  half  so  liable  to  disease  as  your  cottoned,  cushioned,  gouty  aristocrat. 
And  as  the  [)Oor  exist  as  50  lo  1  to  the  iiigher  classes,  it  necessarily  follows 
that  the  chances  are  5000  per  cent,  against  the  ill-conditioned  poor,  just 
as  in  an  engagement  the  loss  among  tlje  numerous  rank  and  file  is  over- 
whelmingly great  compared  with  that  among  the  few  higher  classes — 
the  officers.  But  W.  S.  says — salt  water  did  not  prevent  it,  by  the 
numbers  that  have  died  on  ship  board,  and  by  its  crossing  the  Atlantic 
ocean  and  arriving  on  our  shores and  at  page  439 — all  who  have 
watched  the  progress  of  the  cholera  over  our  world,  must  acknowledge 
that  its  spread  has  not  corresponded  uith  the  known  lav\s  of  mere  epi- 
demic inrtuences."  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  these  known 
laws governing  epidemic  influences  "  have  not  formed  a  part  of  the 
paper  on  the  contagiousness  of  cholera.''  Tnat  the  progress  of 
Asiatic  cholera  is  peculiar,  cannot  be  doubted,  as  it  is  one  of  its  charac- 
teristics ;  and  there  can  exist  little  doubt,  that  it  is  under  the  govern- 
ment of  an  arbitrary  law,  which  I  believe  to  be  connected  with  electro- 
magnetic phenomena  both  in  the  organic  and  inorganic  kingdoms.  That 
it  is  in  part  a  perversion  of  a  subdivision  cf  the  grand  link  connecting 
the  several  functions  of  "  nature'*  with  the  fiat  of  the  Creator,  which 

"  Lives  tbroug-h  all  life,  extends  throug-h  all  extent, 
Spreads  undivided,  operates  uuspeui." 

What  is  that  which  is  most  inimical  to  the  tenacity  of  life  ?  Want  of 
nervo-electrical  power,  or  Hunter  s  vita  diffusa.  \Ve  have  it  illustrated 
daily  in  cases  of  extreme  fright.  We  not  only  have  loss  of  animal-elec- 
trical power,  but  also  of  animal  heat.  Sir  Benjamin  Brodie's  experi- 
ments have  proved  that  animal  temperature  is  altogether  dependent  up- 
on the  nervous  system,  and  we  know  from  experience,  particularly  in 
women  and  children,  that  extreme  fear  is  fraught  with  loss  of  animal 
heat,  and  an  erectile  state  of  the  hair,  more  particularly  observed  to  act 
upon  the  pilous  fibres  covering  the  arms  and  face.  Shakspeare  graphi- 
cally describes  the  loss  of  iiervo-electric  power  in  the  beautiful  and  fa- 
miliar lines  : — 

I  could  a  tale  unfold,  \vhn<e  lightest  word 
Would  harrow  up  thy  soul  ;  freeze  thy  young  blood  , 
Make  *  *  *  #  '  » 

Each  particular  hair  lo  stand  on  end. 
Like  quills  upon  the  fretful  porcupine."' 

To  Study  man  aright,  he  must  be  considered,  not  as  a  machine,  com- 
plete and  perfect  in  itself,  but  as  being  connected  with  external  objects, 
and  influenced  by  external  causes.  Thus,  then,  the  electro-nervous  in- 
fluence depends  upon  the  quality  and  the  quantitu  of  the  blood.  The 
blood  charged  with  oxygen,  and  the  several  tissues  undergoing  chano-es 
by  contact  with  this  fluid,  form  the  elements  of  a  galvanic  pile,  and  are 
equivalent  to  the  liquid  acid  and  zinc."  If  this  fluid,  then,  be  destrov- 
ed  or  affected  by  external  agents,  either  miasmata  or  gaseous  poisons 
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passiniij  through  the  crust  of  the  earth  and  exhahng  into  its  atmosphere, 
the  resuUs  must  he  the  same,  disease  and  death. 

I  have,  in  addition  to  my  notes  of  the  period  alh.ided  to,  authentic  infor- 
mation from  those  who  were  actively  engaged  on  the  spot.  In  Quehec,  the 
disease  appeared  simuhaneously  in  all  |)aits  of  the  city,  and  the  deatlis 
were  1  in  7  of  the  popuhilion — a  most  extraordinary  fatahty.  Contagion 
had  not  sufficient  time  to  infect  so  many,  in  so  short  a  period.  The  dis- 
ease rapidly  advanced  along  the  north  or  right  hank  of  the  river,  avoiding 
altogether  the  left  hank  or  American  side  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  gave 
rise  to  the  opinion  there,  that  it  progressed  it)  "  })articular  lines."  At  this 
time  the  citizens  of  New  York  became  alarmed,  and  weie  talking  about 
the  quarantine  modes  to  be  adopted  for  preventing  its  being  brought 
into  the  city  and  the  State  fiom  Quebec,  when  to  their  horror  it  suddenly 
made  its  appearance,  and  carried  off  thousands.  From  the  city  of  New 
York  it  radiated  over  the  State,  far  in  advance  of  the  citizens  run- 
ning from  it.  When  it  reached  Kingston,  Upper  Canada,  so  sudden  and 
fatal  was  its  visit,  that  the  services  of  Rev.  Thos.  Hancock,  of  H.  B.  M. 
service,  posted  in  tfie  garrison,  in  the  absence  of  the  fleeing  ministers, 
was  early  one  morning  required  to  bury  four  bodies;  and  before  he 
left  the  buiial  ground  he  had  performed  the  burial  sei  vice  over  128  bodies. 
Jn  this  manner,  in  three  weeks,  he  had  buried  several  thousands,  being  on 
the  ground  as  early  as  sunrise,  and  in  several  instances  after  sunset.  Ulti- 
mately he  was  taken  down  witli  the  disease  himself,  in  its  worst  form, 
from  which  he  happily  recovered.  During  this  dreadful  period  the  garri- 
son, situated  on  an  eminence,  with  one  or  two  exceptions  was  entirely 
free,  although  a  free  communication  took  place  with  the  citizens. 

In  1832,  several  physicians  and  students,  including  myself,  attendants 
of  the  city  Hospital,  made  a  thorough  j905^-wo/'^ew  examination — so  lar  as 
an  August  day  would  permit,  with  the  temperature  at  94°,  and  a  close 
murky  atmos[)here — of  a  malignant  case  of  Asiatic  cholera,  which  had 
run  its  course  in  seven  hours.  On  that  day  there  were  126  deaths,  and 
224  new  cases.  We  were  enclosed  in  a  shed  ("dead  house"),  about 
twelve  feet  square,  with  no  other  ventilation  than  a  small  sky-light  aper- 
ture about  two  feet  by  eighteen  inches,  occupied  in  this  research,  in  an 
atmosphere  of  the  most  intensely  pungent  odor,  and  were  compelled, 
after  five  hours  moral  fighting  of  who  should  Jirst  f)ropose  to  make  a 
retreat,  to  refrain  from  further  investigation.  For  myself,  I  can  answer, 
that  people  avoided  me  in  the  streets,  in  consequence  of  the  odor  from 
my  clothes ;  and  the  servant  maid,  inhaling  my  breath  when  she  opened 
the  door  to  admit  me,  was  so  overcome  that  sickness  confined  her  to  her 
rootn  for  several  hours.  These  gentlemen  were  in  no  way  affected,  and, 
so  far  as  I  know,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Hare,  who  is  since  dec*  ased 
by  the  absorption  of  matter  received  in  a  wound,  whilst  engaged  in 
dressing  an  erysipelatous  patient — they  are  all  living. 

At  this  period  I  was  engaged  in  preparing  and  making  a  set  of  artifi- 
cial teeth  for  Jarvis,  the  celebrated  painter.  Whilst  gossiping  with  him 
in  his  studio,  Dr.  Francis,  the  present  head  of  the  Academy  of  Medicine, 
came  in.   "  Ah,  Jarvis,  my  dear  friend,  how  do  you  do  ?    Here,  Jarvis, 
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just  paint  this  for  me,  my  dear  fellow,  I'm  in  a  devil  of  a  hurry  ;  I've 

got  a  cholera  stomach  in  my  pocket,  and  I  just  want  you  to  daub  off  a 

fac  simile  on  a  board,  a  piece  of  canvass,  or  anything.    I  say  Jarvis, 

mv  bov,  vou  are  doin^  very  wroncr  to  eat  that  'cold  slaufih'  and  cu- 

'      '    '  ^  .        .  'Ill 

cumber.    You  had  better  make  haste  and  paint  this  for  me,  or  you  11  be 

a  case  yourself,  if  you  go  on  in  that  way."  "  Francis,  look  here,  '  ex- 
claimed Jarvis,  without  heeding  the  doctor's  loquaciousness — "look  at 
this  old  lady's  mouth,"  pointing  to  this  portion  of  a  fine  portrait  upon 
which  he  was  engaged.  Wlien  I  w  as  about  18,  Francis,  and  she  was 
about  the  same  age,  I  kissed  those  lips."    "I  dare  say,"  interrupted 

the  doctor;  "just  stick  your   brush  here,  and  paint  off  this  sto- 

macl]  " — and  the  doctor  proceeded  slowly  to  unfold  the  delectable  speci- 
men, from  a  piece  of  cloth,  as  if  he  were  about  presenting  and  tanta- 
lizing some  fair  recipient  with  an  elegant  Cashmere  shawl,  or  some  mag- 
nificent bijouterie.  "  What's  that!"  exclaims  Jarvis.  "  A  cholera  sto- 
mach," re|)lied  the  doctor.  "'  God  bless  me,  I  shall  never  fancy  iripe 
again,"  said  Jarvis,  with  considerable  disgust.  Jarvis  handled  the  sto- 
mach, stretchinfj;  and  tackinc;  it  flat  on  a  board,  ate  his  cucumber — and 
neither  he  nor  liie  doctor  were  affected  by  the  "contagion." 

Three  columns  of  10,000  men  each,  with  45.000  camp  followers,  were 
encamped  in  India,  equi-distant  from  each  other.  The  centre  division 
was  afflicted  with  the  cholera.  "  INothing  was  to  be  seen  but  individuals 
anxiously  hurrying  from  one  division  of  the  camp  to  the  other,  to  inquire 
after  the  fate  of  their  dead  or  dying  companions,  and  melancholy  groups 
of  natives  bearing  upon  biers  their  departed  relatives  to  the  river.  At 
length,  however,  there  were  neither  time  nor  hands  to  carry  off  the  bo- 
dies, which  were  either  thrown  into  the  nei^hborino;  ravines,  or  covered 
with  earth  on  the  spots  where  they  had  expired."  The  division  was  re- 
moved to  an  elevated  position  in  the  rear  of  the  other  divisions,  strewing 
their  line  of  march  with  the  dead  and  dying,  when  the  disease  disappear- 
ed. "  It  has  occurred  more  than  once,  that  two  battalions  on  march 
together,  have  encamped  for  the  night  on  separate  ground.  The  one  has 
been  severely  attacked  with  the  disease  ;  the  other  has  not  presented  a 
single  case.  Observing  this,  the  infected  battalion  changes  its  encamp- 
ment, a?id  takes  up  a  position  alongside  of  the  other.  The  malady 
immediately  ceases,  neither  is  it  communicated  to  the  uninfected  division, 
although  the  intercourse  has  been  unrestricted,  not  only  between  the 
healthy  of  the  tw  o  corps,  but  also  between  the  healthy  and  the  sickJ^  On 
the  line  of  route  of  the  disease,  towns  and  bofiies  of  troops,  with  no  appa- 
rent circumstances,  in  other  respects,  to  afi'ord  reasonable  cause  for  secu- 
rity, entirely  escaped  ;  and  a  few  n)onths  after,  it  would  again  start  from 
a  point  heretofore  entirely  free  from  its  influence,  and  seize  U|)on  those 
spots  which  had  previously  escaped,  and  avoid  its  former  routes. 

H.  B.  M.  Ship  "  Undaunted  left  Canton  for  the  purpose  of  convey- 
ing the  Governor  General  of  India  to  England.  On  her  passage,  a  num- 
ber of  her  crew  were  attacked  with  cholera  asphyxia.  This  continued 
for  several  days.  The  surueon  recommended  the  captain  to  change  the 
vessel's  course  into  another  latitude,  w  hich,  being  done,  the  malady  im- 
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mediately  ceased.  It  is  here  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  ship  was,  pre- 
vious to  this,  perfectly  healthy — nor  had  the  disease  been  in  tliat  part  of 
the  world  for  a  considerable  period  previous  to  the  Undaunted's  visit.  The 
ship  Anne,  of  New  Haven,  crossed  the  same  line  of  latitude,  when  the  cho- 
lera appeared  on  board.  Tiie  captain  immediately  bore  away  to  a  more 
southern  latitude,  and  it  immediately  disappeared. 

Dr.  Geisheidt,  now  of  this  city,  was,  in  1832,  employed  by  his  go- 
vernment (Saxony)  to  visit  the  cholera  districts  in  Emope.  He  visited 
St.  Petersburgh,  Berlin,  Vienna,  he.  &,c.,  and  thoroughly  examined  the 
disease  in  all  its  malignancy.  He  informed  his  government  that  Cordons 
Sanitaire  and  Cordons  Militaire,  whicli  were  placed  to  protect  the  fron- 
tiers of  Saxony,  were  useless  ;  that  the  disease  was  not  contagious.  The 
several  cordons  were  consequently  removed,  and  Saxony  escaped  the 
visitation  of  the  disease,  whilst  Bavaria,  with  three  lines  of  military  cor- 
dons to  protect  it,  was  overrun  and  most  sorely  afflicted  with  malignant 
cholera. 

That  an  endemic  disease  may  become  contagious,  I  can  readily  com- 
prehend ;  but  cannot  conceive  how  a  disease,  travelling  in  accordance 
with  an  arbitrary  law,  of  which  it  is  the  result,  round  the  world  with  a 
constant  westward  course,  in  the  lines  of  the  magnetic  poles,  and  with 
very  little  deviation  keeping  north  of  the  magnetic  equator,  can  be  con- 
sidered a  contagious  disease.  To  me  it  is  sell-evident  that  it  is  the  result 
of  a  specific  poison,  destroying  both  vegetable  and  animal  life,  where  the 
constitutions  of  eitlier  are  obnoxious  to  its  presence.  The  potato  disease 
is  one  illustration  of  its  action  upon  vegetable  life.  As  I  stated  in  a 
former  article  on  "  Asiatic  Cholera  being  traceable  to  certain  electric 
phenomena,"  "  I  conceive  the  '  pot;ito  rot '  to  be  accounted  for  from  these 
occult  causes,  and  that  this  phenomenon  will  yet  be  proved  to  have  acted 
as  a  sort  of  inoculating  virus,  as  modifying  the  action  of  the  atmosphere 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  change  the  peculiar  character  of  Asiatic  cholera 
into  the  form  of  the  fatal  dysentery,  which  has  afflicted  our  country  dur- 
ing the  last  summer  months."  So  far  the  mildness  of  the  visitation  of  cho- 
lera in  those  parts  of  Germany,  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  France  and 
the  United  States,  fortifies  the  views  I  have  taken.  The  recent  cholera 
was  not  "  imported  "  into  New  Orleans  ;  and  in  our  own  harbor,  eighty 
inmates  escaped  from  the  cholera  hospital,  and  have  spread  themselves, 
Heaven  knows  where,  without  a  case  of  contagion  attending  their  steps. 
As  well  might  the  escape  of  steam,  destroying  hundreds  of  lives,  be  term- 
ed a  contagious  scalding,  or  those  suffocated  in  the  black  hole"  of  Cal- 
cutta, be  represented  as  having  died  of  contafjious  asphyxia.  But  had 
the  fever  and  boils  afflicting  those  who  survived  the  horrors  of  the  "  black 
hole  "  spread  abroad  and  destroyed  those  who  came  within  its  atmos- 
phere, with  propriety  it  might  be  termed  a  contagious  infection. 

A.  C.  Castle,  M.D. 

New  York,  Jan,  2,  1849. 
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Getting  Business. — Tact  is  of  immense  importance,  and  the  real  key  to 
success  in  every  kind  of  employment.  It  is  the  secret  by  which  empirics, 
nostrum  venders,  pill  manufacturers,  and  the  whole  army  of  medicine 
mongers  in  New  England,  and  in  fact,  every  where  else,  secure  patronage 
for  their  worse  than  useless  trash.  Other  kinds  of  merit  have  nothing  to 
do  with  their  pecuniary  prosperity.  Each  and  every  one  of  this  class  who 
have  been  successful,  have  evinced  an  extraordinary  degree  of  energy  of 
purpose,  which  is  a  quality  that  is  always  admired,  though,  in  a  bad  cause, 
it  may  injure  a  multitude.  What  is  tact,  or  the  faculty  of  adapting  one's 
self  to  the  condition  of  society,  so  as  to  secure  the  confidence  of  any  part 
of  the  community,  but  a  manifestation  of  mental  activity,  superior  to  that 
in  the  people  to  whom  the  individual  addresses  himself? 

It  is  often  considered  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  man  of  educational  attain- 
ments, to  be  too  communicative,  or,  in  other  words,  on  very  familiar  terms, 
even  with  those  on  whom  he  is  constantly  dependent  for  bread.  Distance, 
in  a  landscape,  may  give  enchantment  to  the  view  ;  but  it  is  one  of  the 
greatest  mistakes  imaginable  for  medical  practitioners  to  keep  the  people  in 
awe  of  them,  upon  Montezuma's  principle  that  kings  should  seldom  be 
seen.  A  feeling  of  exclusiveness,  which  is  construed  into  a  contempt  of 
the  ordinary  condition  of  humanity,  operates  against  their  influence,  as  it 
does  also  against  the  professional  usefulness  and  thrift  of  a  physician  to 
exhibit  no  interest  whatever  in  his  patients  and  those  who  would  be  pa- 
trons, beyond  the  fee  he  hopes  to  receive.  A  want  of  tact,  growing  out  of 
a  false  estimate  of  his  own  powers,  and  a  limited  knowledge  of  the  value 
and  claims  of  the  humblest  members  of  society,  have  destroyed  the  success 
of  scores  of  medical  practitioners,  who  might  have  had  elevated  positions, 
and  accomplished  all  that  they  had  a  right  to  expect  from  the  resources  of 
a  liberal  and  learned  profession. 

A  gracious  manner,  and  habitual  kindness  at  home  and  abroad,  is  soon 
discovered  and  appreciated  even  by  children  ;  while  coldness,  monosyllabic 
answers,  and  a  cheerless  indifference  to  others,  begets  ill  will,  or  absolute 
hatred.  Thousands  of  men  have  gone  through  life,  wondering  at  their  ill 
success — conscious  of  intellectual  qualifications  that  are  considered  the 
stepping  stones  to  distinction,  when  the  whole  difficulty  was  in  their  own 
forbidding  manners,  and  not  in  an  ungrateful  world  as  they  unfortunately 
supposed.  One  of  the  frequent  means  of  success  in  quacks,  mountebanks 
and  patent  medicine  dealers,  is  their  blandness  of  deportment  towards  the 
ignorant  and  illiterate,  who  constitute  the  majority,  even  in  the  present  ad- 
vanced state  of  society.  The  most  stupid  are  readily  prepossessed  towards 
those  who  recognize  them  in  their  walks. 

Getting  business  does  not  depend  so  much  on  scientific  drilling,  as  on  a 
happy  address.  Very  few,  comparatively,  understand  the  worth  of  pro- 
fessional acquirement,  but  all  know  when  they  are  treated  with  kindness 
and  sympathy.  If  those  who  succeed  so  admirably  in  a  bad  calling,  which 
we  regard  the  drugging  of  the  ignorant,  medicine-taking  rabble  to  be — a 
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perfect  army  of  consumers — what  success  might  be  expected  from  educated 
practitioners,  should  they  adopt  more  of  that  tact  which  is  exhibited  in  the 
other  case?  A  hint  may  be  taken  from  this  exposition  of  things,  that  may 
be  of  service  in  bettering  ihe  fortune  of  some  poorly  sustained  practitioners. 


Materia  Medica  and  Pkar?nac2j — Dr.  Wood's  Introductory  Lecture. — 
This  has  been  a  fruitful  season  in  published  introductory  lectures  at  the 
different  medical  institutions  of  the  country.  Instead  of  deploring  the  cir- 
cumstance, or  being  weary  of  noticing  them  individually,  it  is  a  source  of 
satisfaction  to  witness  this  diffusion  of  seniimenls  on  the  various  subjects 
which  the  lecturers  are  supposed  to  understand,  and  to  teach  which  they 
have  been  set  apart  by  responsible  boards  of  trustees.  This  running  medi- 
cal literature  is  the  index  of  the  medical  mind  of  the  United  States.  By 
its  means,  future  ages  will  be  in  possession  of  some  of  the  best  efforts  of 
the  master  spirits  of  the  medical  instiiulions  now  in  operation.  And  by 
these  messengers,  annually  sent  abroad  from  the  professorial  chair,  an  in- 
telligent public  is  enabled  to  estimate  not  only  the  natural  endowments  of 
the  author,  but  the  standing  of  the  college  with  which  he  is  associated. 
The  reputation  of  schools  depends  upon  the  collective  reputation  of  their 
faculties.  A  weakness  in  them,  is  conclusive  evidence  of  debility  in  the 
whole  structure  ;  and  the  strength,  influence,  and  commanding  position 
which  any  of  these  seminaries  of  science  may  possess,  is  wholly  referable 
to  the  moral,  medical  and  scientific  acquirements  of  its  teachers.  In  addi- 
tion to  literary  attainments,  however,  courteous  manners  are  absolutely  and 
positively  indispensable.  Location,  funded  property,  splendid  halls  and 
rich  cabinets,  are  nothing,  when  a  cold,  repulsive,  forbidding  air  in  the  pro- 
fessors demonstrates  to  the  student  that  he  is  not  recognized  beyond  the 
payment  of  the  stipulated  fees. 

George  B.  Wood,  M.D.,  Professor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy,  in 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  is  a  happy  man  in  all  the  relations  of  life. 
A  kindness  of  heart  is  manifested  in  the  very  expressions  of  his  counte- 
nance. He  will  always  have  friends,  for  it  would  be  difficult  for  him  to 
make  enemies  without  doing  excessive  violence  to  his  nature.  He  is,  too, 
a  pattern  of  industry.  Voluminous  researches  and  commentaries  on  the 
materia  medica  and  kindred  branches  with  which  his  official  life  is  identi- 
fied, will  carry  his  name  onward  to  posterity,  and  cause  him  to  be  long 
respected  as  medical  authority.  Dr.  Wood's  introductory  is  not  concerning 
the  University  with  which  he  is  associated,  nor  about  himself,  but  is  an 
interesting  sketch  of  the  medical  profession  in  the  British  Islands.  Havinsr 
recently  returned  from  an  European  tour,  there  is  a  freshness,  vigor  and 
novelty  in  his  observations  upon  men  and  things  abroad,  which  keep  the 
eye  to  the  page,  with  an  unwillingness  to  lay  the  pamphlet  aside  till  it  has 
been  finished.  In  speaking  of  early  medical  matters  in  England,  Dr.  W. 
«ays,  a  chartered  power  was  early  given  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians, 
to  prevent  any  one  from  practising  physic  within  seven  miles  of  London, 
who  had  not  the  approbation  of  the  college.  Dr.  Wood  proceeds,  after 
explaining  the  different  grades  of  practitioners,  to  show  what  they  do,  and 
'how  they  are  paid  ;  and  then  contrasts  the  income  of  an  eminent  physician 
in  London,  who  has  no  legal  claim  for  services — frequently  amounting  to 
rtwenty-five  thousand  dollars  a  year,  with  that  of  an  American  of  equal 
distinction  at  home,  who  has  a  legal  claim,  but  yet  frequently  loses  a  bill— 
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and  who  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances,  in  the  vveaUhiest  cities 
of  the  Uniied  States,  rarely  gets  more  than  S10,000  per  annum,  in  the 
meridian  of  his  popularity.  Finally,  each  and  every  order  of  sani- 
tary servants,  druggists,  physicians,  surgeons,  &c.,  are  described,  giving  us 
a  clear  insight  into  their  condition,  position  and  social  relations,  and  better 
than  it  has.been  given  by  any  transatlantic  visiter  within  our  recollection. 
Curiosity  cannot  fail  of  being  gratified,  and  the  understanding  profited,  by 
the  knowledge  Dr.  Wood  so  agreeably  imparts. 


Dr.  Eve's  Introductory  Lecture^ — This  discourse  was  delivered  in  the 
Medical  College  of  Georgia,  one  of  the  first  schools  in  the  United  States 
which  strenuously  sought  a  prolongation  of  the  lecture  term,  before  the 
National  Medical  Association  had  a  being.  A  correspondence  with  refer- 
ence to  this  point,  is  introduced  into  the  lecture.  Dr.  Eve  manifests  his 
gratification  that  the  cold-blooded  medical  genius  of  the  North  finally 
made  the  discovery  that  this  modification  was  necessary  to  maintain  the 
character  of  the  profession,  and  give  stability  to  the  institutions  of  medi- 
cine throughout  the  country.  The  lecture  is  a  plain,  manly  plea  for 
united  effort  in  behalf  of  science  and  humanity.  Learn  thoroughly,  and 
then  you  will  be  qualified  to  act  efficiently  in  relieving  the  sick,  is  the 
leading  sentiment.  We  regard  Dr.  Eve  as  one  of  the  strong  pillars  in 
the  modern  temple  of  medical  science,  who  exhibits  in  his  own  active, 
useful  life,  the  true  model  of  an  honest,  conscientious,  industrious  teach- 
er and  practitioner,  feeling  that  there  is  something  to  do  in  the  world  be- 
sides being  perpetually  providing  for  himself. 


"London  Lancet. — Having  been  requested  to  notice  the  American  re- 
print of  the  Lancet,  by  Messrs.  Stringer  &  Townsend,  of  New  York,  we 
are  justified  in  saying  that  the  first  number  of  a  new  volume  looks  ex- 
tremely well.  The  work  also  contains,  as  every  one  knows,  a  great  amount 
of  useful  matter.  But  instead  of  unqualifiedly  recommending  our  medi- 
cal brethren  to  patronize  it,  we  prefer  urging  them  to  cherish  our  own 
periodicals,  which  need  their  fostering  care.  If  American  Journals  of 
medicine  are  obliged  to  go  begging  or  be  discontinued,  there  can  be  no 
native  medical  literature,  and  no  advances  will  be  made  in  respect  to  gath- 
ing  in  the  experience  of  our  surgeons  and  physicians.  We  advise,  there- 
fore, all  American  practitioners  who  prefer  receiving  a  foreign  periodical, 
as  well  as  those  who  do  not,  to  subscribe  also  for  one  of  native  growth, 
which  will  not  cost  so  much,  yet  will  have  the  pith  of  the  European,  with 
the  medical  intelligence  and  medical  papers  and  reports  from  the  highe.>t 
professional  authorities  of  their  own  country.  A  love  for  home  manufac- 
tures, home  enterprise,  and  a  desire  to  promote  and  enlarge  the  sphere  of 
medical  science  in  the  Union,  prompts  to  these  observations. 


Hommopathic  Researches. — A  resolution  was  adopted  at  the  last  annual 
session  of  the  Homoeopathic  Institute,  in  reirard  to  the  employment  of 
emetics  and  cathartics,  by  homoeopathic  physicians,  and  Dr.  W.  E.  Payne, 
of  Bath,  Me.,  drew  up  a  report  on  the  subject,  which  was  recommitted  to 
be  condensed  for  publication.  As  it  now  appears  in  the  American  Ho- 
mcEopathic  Journal,  it  is  frightfully  long,  and  not  likely  to  be  read  by  one 
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in  a  thousand,  however  much  ihey  may  be  in  love  with  nonentities.  Here 
is  a  specimen  of  Dr.  Payne's  method  of  analyzing  symptoms.  The  pa- 
tient would  probably  either  die  or  recover  a  week  before  the  true  homcEO- 
Dathic  group  is  discovered  by  this  process. 

"  A  true  homffiopath  would  not  seek  to  alter  the  phasis  of  a  single  symp- 
tom, for  by  so  doing  he  cripples  his  ability,  and  thus  defeats  the  accomplish- 
ment of  his  own  purposp.  He  would,  therefore,  proceed  to  the  removal  of 
constipation  in  the  same  way  that  he  would  proceed  to  the  removal  of  any 
other  symptom,  viz.,  by  transferring  to  paper  every  symptom,  even  the 
most  minute — give  to  each  a  systematic  and  orderly  arrangement — seek 
out  the  feature  that  distinguished  the  group  from  all  others,  then  turn  to 
his  record  of  drug  symptoms,  and  seek  there  a  group  that  will  corres- 
pond, and  by  virtue  of  the  homoeopathic  law — the  universal  law  of  kindred 
consociation — he  will  surely  see  the  desired  result  follow  his  labor." 

On  arriving  at  a  conclusion  of  his  tediousness,  on  the  eighteenth  column, 
he  closes  wiih  the  following,  which,  perhaps,  passes  in  some  mental  locali- 
ties for  a  beautiful  specimen  of  doubly  distilled  homoeopathic  sageness, 
touching  orthodox  doses  of  emetics  and  cathartics. 

"  As  to  the  doses  used,  one  must  be  governed  in  general,  by  the  general 
experience  of  the  profession  ;  and,  in  particular,  by  his  own  individual  ob- 
servation. If  most  successful  with  the  mother  tiiict.ures,  they  should  be 
used  by  all  means  :  if  more  successful,  however,  W'ith  the  SOOOth  attenua- 
tion, the  same  liberty  should  be  allowed.  The  absence  of  a  perceptible 
perturbation  of  the  disease,  after  the  administration  of  a  drug,  is  no  evi- 
dence of  the  want  of  a  true  restorative  power.  The  declaration  of  Holy 
Writ  may  be  borne  in  mind,  which  is  eqally  true  here^  that,  God  is  not  in 
the  ivind,  nor  in  the  earthquake,  nor  in  the  jire,  but  in  the  still  small  voice.'^ 


Philadelphia  Medical  Examiner. — Prof.  Huston  has  retired  from  the 
editorial  chair  of  this  work,  and  gives  place  to  Drs.  Francis  G.  Smith  and 
David  H.  Tucker.  The  work  has  been  conducted,  while  under  his  charge, 
with  much  ability,  although  not  always  in  such  a  way  as  to  meet  the  ap- 
probation of  some  of  his  editorial  brethren,  with  whom  he  has  not  unfre- 
quently  been  at  war.  He  says  of  his  successors,  whom  we  welcome  to 
the  editorial  ranks — "  They  are  extensively  and  favorably  known  as  teach- 
ers and  authors,  and  as  the  editorial  labors  will  be  divided,  the  task  to 
them  individually  will  be  less  onerous,  whilst  the  interest  of  the  Journal 
will  be  promoted  by  the  increased  attention  they  w'ill  be  able  to  bestow 
upon  it." 


Adulterated  Drugs. — Dr.  Edwards,  by  invitation  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Treasury,  has  visited  the  various  northern  ports,  and  the  results  of  his 
inquiries  are  to  be  given  to  Congress.  At  New  York  14,000  pounds  of 
rhubarb,  3,500  do.  of  opium,  7,100  do.  jalap,  and  quantities  of  gum  myrrh, 
seneca,  spurious  cochineal,  &cc.,  have  been  condemned.  These  adulterated 
drugs  are  either  destroyed  or  sent  out  of  the  country.  In  Boston  there 
is  an  importation  of  400,000  pounds  of  spurious  drugs  of  one  article  now 
under  advisement,  as  to  whether  it  shall  be  condemned  or  not;  and  this 
in  addition  to  a  large  amount  condemned  already  at  this  port. 

In  relation  to  the  Peruvian  bark,  Brazil  has  the  monopoly  of  trade  in  this 
article,  and  it  is  stated  that  some  eight  tenths  of  the  quinine  it  contains  is 
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extracted  without  changing  the  appearance  of  the  drug  :  so  with  rhubarb 
and  opium. 

Medical  Miscellany, — Dr.  Cutler,  of  Pepperell,  Mass.,  of  acknowledged 
ability,  keeps  the  summer  rooms  of  his  insane  institution  open  through  the 
winter,  for  the  reception  of  nervous  patients. — A  writer  in  the  Medical 
Times  states  that  in  nearly  every  mounted  regiment  in  India  there  are 
members  of  ihe  medical  profession,  who  have  been  rompelled  to  enter  the 
army  as  private  soldiers. — The  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire  has  le- 
galized the  botanic  system  of  medicine,  by  granting  a  charter  to  a  botanic 
medical  society,  to  its  own  lasting  disgrace. — Raspail,  the  French  socialist, 
is  no  less  a  man  than  the  distinguished  chemist  of  that  name,  who  first 
figured  as  a  witness  in  the  case  of  the  famous  Madame  Lafarge,  the  poi- 
soner, and  has  since  been  well  known  to  the  scientific  world  for  various 
researches  in  pharmaceutic  and  physiological  chemistry. — A  young  man  in 
S;>lem,  according  to  the  Advertiser,  drank,  by  mistake,  about  half  a  cup- 
ful of  prussic  acid.  Noticing  that  it  had  a  peculiar  taste,  he  asked  what  it 
was.  When  he  found  that  he  had  taken  a  large  dose  of  one  of  the  strong- 
est poisons,  a  strong  emetic  was  administered,  and  the  poor  fellow  was 
restored  from  the  peril  of  his  life,  into  whirh  he  had  so  carelessly  run. 
We  cannot  understand  how  such  a  quantity  could  have  been  taken  and  not 
produce  instant  death,  when  the  fact  is  notorious  that  a  few  drops  are  al- 
most instantly  fatal. — Quite  a  number  of  colored  persons  have  died  at  a 
particular  part  of  Cincinnati,  which  favors  the  idea  that  some  miasmatic 
influence  was  the  immediate  cause  of  the  mortality. — A  vexatious  quaran- 
tine has  been  established  at  Havana,  on  vessels,  arriving  from  ihe  United 
States,  or  coming  from  a  port  within  150  miles  of  where  cholera  exists. — 
In  the  annual  school  report  of  Iowa,  for  1848,  just  published,  ihe  Commis- 
sioner thus  speaks  of  the  qualifications  of  some  of  the  medical  practitioners 
of  that  State — "  From  an  estimate  made  by  a  committee,  appointed  toconfer 
with  the  Board,  out  of  272  practising  physicians  in  the  State,  182  are 
without  the  evidence  of  qualification.  The  result  in  reference  to  the  legal 
profession  would  doubtless  be  similar." — It  was  understood  that  the  letters 
by  Dr.  Yandell,  Jr.,  of  Louisville,  Ky.,  written  in  Paris,  had  assumed  the 
form  of  a  volume — but  the  copy  that  was  directed  to  this  Journal  has  not 
been  r.^ceived. — It  is  very  sickly  ai  Barbadoes. — Scarlet  fever  exists  in  an 
aggravated  form  at  Lynn,  Mass. — The  deaths  by  cholera  in  New  Orleans 
January  13th  and  14ih,  were  40.  The  disease  prevails  on  board  many 
of  the  boais  on  the  western  rivers,  but  has  spread  but  little  onJand  in  any 
place  but  New  Orleans. 

To  Readers  and  Corkkspondknts. — The  present  volume  of  the  Journal  will  contain 
27  numbers — one  more  number  after  the  present. — The  remarks  of  "  Chrusos  "  are  inadmissible. 

Died,— .\t  Clinton.  S.  C,  Dr.  Salmon  Strong,  54. — At  New  Richmond,  Canada,  Dr.  Meldrum, 
frozen  to  death  oji  the  road  loadino;^  to  his  house. — At  Cambridge,  Mass.,  A.  C.  Becker,  M.D., 
editor  of  the  New  Honioeopathic  Qnarlerly  Journal,  the  first  number  of  which  appeared  Januar^r 
1st.    He  died  suddenly,  of  apoplexy,  at  the  age  of  34. 

Report  of  Deaths  in  Boxton — for  the  week  ending  Jan.  20lh,  69. — Males,  29 — females,  40  — 
Of  consumption.  14 — scarlet  fever,  9 — lung  fever.  3 — lyphus  fever,  3 — rheumatic  fever,  1  — 
dropsy,  2 — dropsy  on  the  brain,  8 — old  age,  1 — diarrhoea,  1 — teething,  2 — inflammation  of  the 
lungs,  1 — infantile,  5— measles,  2 — erysipelas,  3 — child-bed,  1 — influenza.  J — accidental,  1 — de- 
bility, 2 — ulcers,  1 — hooping  cough,  1 — cramp,  1 — convulsions,  1 — disease  of  the  brain,  1 — apo- 
plexy, I — marasmus.  1 — inflammation  of  the  bowels,  1 — tumor,  1. 

Under  5  years,  31 — between  5  and  20  years  6— between  20  and  40  years,  15— between  40 
•ad  60  3'ears,  12— over  60  year.s.  5. 
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Fevers  in  Alabama.— In  a  letter  dated  Nov.  5,  1848,  Dr.  T.  C.  Osborne, 
speaking  of  the  prevalence  of  disease  in  Alabanria  during  the  past  season, 
mentions  thai  on  "  one  plantation  in  the  neighborhood  of  Erie,  two  hun- 
dred and  seveniy-five  cases  of  fever  had  occurred,  of  which  two  were  cases 
of  typhus,  twenty-five  of  typhoid,  and  the  remaining  two  hundred  and 
forty-eight  cases  of  remittent  and  intermittent  fever.  Only  five  of  the 
whole  proved  fatal.  One  sank  under  copious  hemorrhage  from  the  bowels  ; 
one  died  without  any  apparent  lesion  ;  and  two  died  in^convulsions.  The 
boy  who  was  carried  ofl"  by  hemorrhage,  had  been  for  some  time  convale- 
scent from  typhoid  fever.  The  girl,  in  whose  case  no  special  lesion  was 
apparent,  presented  in  her  disease  all  the  symptoms  of  typhus." — Wesfer7i 
Journal  of  Med.  and  Surg. 


Chloroform  in  Ejnleptoid  Hysteria. — Dr.  Ossieur  mentions,  in  a  Belgian 
medical  journal,  that  he  succeeded  in  moderating  the  attacks  of  epileploid 
hysteria  in  a  young  lady,  by  the  internal  administration  of  chloroform. 
He  had  in  vain  tried  assafoetida,  the  lactuca  sativa,  and  opiates,  when  he 
pres^-ribed  ten  drops  of  chlnroform  to  four  ounces  of  mistura  acacise,  a  table- 
spoonful  to  be  taken  every  half  hour.  The  patient  fell  into  a  sound  sleep 
before  the  mixture  was  exhausted,  and  was  calm  and  composed  on  awaking, 
without  experiencing  any  of  the  usual  unpleasant  sequelfE  of  opiates.  The 
next  attack  was  much  shorter  than  those  which  had  preceded  it;  and 
when,  some  time  afterwards,  another  attack  came  on,  no  chloroform  being 
given,  in  order  to  make  a  comparative  experiment,  it  proved  a  very  intense 
fit,  and  lasted  thirty  hours. 

As  these  fits  evidently  depended  on  the  absence  of  the  catamenia,  the 
young  lady  being  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  having  no  sign  of  them,  the 
pilulee  aloes  ei  ferri,  and  mustard  foot-baths,  were  ordered  along  with  the 
chloroform.  Menstruation  soon  after  appeared,  and  all  the  other  symptoms 
vanished. — Foreign  Extracts  in  Loud.  Lancet. 


Sale  of  Practices  in  France. — Upon  the  proposition  of  Dr.  Chassaignac, 
a  debate  arose  in  one  of  the  meetings  of  the  association  of  medical  men  in 
Paris,  concerning  the  necessity  of  interference,  on  the  part  of  the  associa- 
tion, to  prevent  practices  being  sold,  as  is  now  the  custom.  It  was  clearly 
shown,  by  the  reporter  of  the  committee  appointed  on  the  subject,  that  the 
transaction,  when  carried  on  with  fairness  and  honor,  conferred  advantages 
upon  the  vender,  the  buyer,  and  the  patients  ;  and  it  was  resolved  to  allow 
matters  to  go  on  as  heretofore.  One  fact  transpired  during  the  discussion, 
which  our  readers  will  hear  with  surprise — viz.,  that  a  court  of  justice,  be- 
fore which  a  complaint  of  false  pretetjce  and  unAiir  dealing  was  brought  in 
a  contract  of  this  description,  declared  itself  incompetent  in  the  matter,  as 
a  practice  is  not  a  tangible  thing  which  can  actually  be  sold  ! — lb. 


Neiv  Medical  Books  in  London. — A  Hand-Book  of  Physioloiry.  By 
William  Senhoa>e  Kirkes,  M.D.,  assisted  by  Jas.  Paget,  Esq. — Observa- 
tions upon  the  Asiatic  or  Malignant  Cholera.  By  W.  M.  Fairbrother. — 
On  Functional  Diseases  of  the  Liver,  associated  with  Uterine  Derange- 
ment, &c.  By  Butler  Lane,  M.D.,  M.R.C.S.E.— -Advice  to  Smokers.  By 
a  Medical  Practitioner. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  U.  S.  SURGEON    GENERAL  TO  THE  SECRETARY 

OF  WAR. 

Sir, — The  duty  of  making  the  annual  report  from  this  bureau  again  de- 
volving upon  me,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  statement  of  the 
fiscal  transactions  for  the  year  ending  the  30th  of  June,  together  with 
some  remarks  upon  the  affairs  generally  of  the  medical  department  of  the 
army  to  the  30th  of  September  of  the  present  year. 

The  amount  of  the  appropriations  for  the  medical  and  hospital  de- 
partment remaining  on  the  30th  of  June,  1847,  was — 


In  the  hands  of  disbursing  agents       -       -       -       -  $1,232  26 

In  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States      -       -       -       -  37,748  10 

Add  to  this,  amount  appropriated  per  act  2d  of  March,  1847,  150,000  00 

Amount  appropriated  per  act  29th  of  March,  1848,       -  64,500  00 


Total       -   $'253,480  36 

Of  this  sum  there  has  been  expended,  on  account  of  pay 

and  other  claims  of  private  physicians    -       -      -  $23,433  55 

On  account  of  medical  supplies,  he.  he,  he,     -       -  146,902  12 

Leaving  in  the  hands  of  disbursing  agents       -      -       -  10,510  00 

And  in  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States         -     -      -  72,634  69 


Total  $253,480  36 

During  the  war  with  Mexico,  medical  and  hospital  suppHes  of  every 


kind  have  been,  as  far  as  practicable,  regularly  furnished  to  the  army  at 
home  and  abroad,  but  at  an  extraordinarily  increased  ratio  of  expense. 

The  expenditures  for  medicines,  surgical  instruments,  hospital  stores, 
bedding,  he.  he.,  from  the  30th  of  June,  1847,  to  the  30th  of  June, 
1848,  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year,  amount  to,  as  already  stated,  the  sum 
of  $146,902  12;  and  judging  from  the  large  number  of  claims  daily 
coming  in  upon  us  since,  some  of  them  of  more  than  doubtful  legitimacy, 
we  shall  have  to  pay  many  thousand  dollars  more,  before  we  can  get 
rid  of  the  responsibilities  imposed  upon  us  by  other  persons  than  the 
agents  of  the  medical  department  of  the  army.  Ample  supplies  of 
medical  stores  were  regularly  provided  by  the  medical  purveyors  at 
New  York  and  New  Orleans,  and  forwarded  to  the  main  depots  of  the 
27 
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several  army  corps  operating  against  Mexico.  A  large  amount  of  these 
stores,  however,  were  lost  at  sea  (^14,398  worth  in  one  vessel,  for  in- 
stance), while  other  portions  were  damaged  or  destroyed  on  the  coast, 
in  the  transfer  from  the  shipping  to  the  shore. 

Again,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  transportation,  or  the  limited 
means  of  transportation  furnished,  added  to  the  interrupted  comn)unica- 
tion  between  the  troops  in  the  field,  and  the  depots  on  the  seaboard,  no 
inconsiderable  amount  of  the  medical  supplies  were  lost,  daniaged,  or 
destroyed  on  the  road. 

These  heavy  losses  at  sea  and  by  land,  together  wid)  the  waste  of  the 
stores  among  new  troops  and  those  under  a  constant  chanf^e  of  position, 
brought  about  the  necessity  of  purchasing  medicines,  &,c.,  in  the  enemy's 
country,  at  very  extravagant  prices,  thereby  swelling  the  expenditures 
of  the  medical  department  of  the  army  greatly  beyond  the  sum  which 
would  have  met  the  requirements  of  the  service  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  amount  of  claims  of  private  physicians,  settled  up  to  the  close 
of  the  last  fiscal  year,  is  pretty  considerable  ;  but  this,  I  apprehend,  is 
only  a  moiety  of  what  is  to  be  paid,  for  physicians  were  employed  by 
almost  every  independent  military  commander  at  will,  until  all  responsi- 
bility ceased,  or  control  over  the  matter  was  lost. 

The  existence  of  war  brings  about  a  forced  state  of  things,  and  leads 
to  abuses  of  privilege  and  of  power,  and  extravagancies  of  every  kind, 
which  cannot  always  be  resisted  or  prevented  ;  so  that  we  shall  have  to 
set  down  the  excess  of  our  ordinarily  limited  disbursements  with  the 
heavier  expenditures  of  other  branches  of  the  military  service,  as  the 
unavoidable  results  of  a  state  of  war. 

I  essayed  to  prepare,  as  usual,  a  tabular  abstract  from  the  quarterly 
sick  reports  received  at  this  office  ;  but  finding  that  the  returns  from 
many  of  the  corps  were  so  imperfect  that  no  reliable  statistical  informa- 
tion could  be  derived  from  them,  I  had  reluctantly  to  abandon  the  idea 
of  presenting  a  report  upon  the  sickness  and  mortality  of  the  army  during 
the  past  year. 

Since  the  last  annual  report,  two  medical  boards  for  the  examination 
of  applicants  for  appointment  to  the  medical  staff  of  the  army,  have 
been  convened  in  the  city  of  New  York  ;  the  first  on  the  27ih  of  Octo- 
ber, 1847,  and  the  second  on  the  1st  of  May,  1848. 

By  the  last  of  these  boards,  Assistant  Surgeon  J.  W.  Russell  was 
examined  ;  and  having  fully  come  up  to  the  standard  of  professional 
merit  required,  he  was  accordingly  recommended  for  promotion. 

Before  the  two  boards  138  candidates  were  authorized  to  present 
themselves  for  examination,  48  of  whom  only  reported  to  the  board. 

Of  the  number  who  reported,  10  withdrew,  2  were  found  to  be  phy- 
sically disqualified,  and  36  underwent  the  examination  ;  end  of  these 
last,  10  were  approved  and  recommended  for  appointment. 

From  the  approved  candidates,  four  were  regularly  taken  up  as  vacan- 
cies occurred  ;  when  the  act  of  Congress,  approved  July  19th,  1848, 
prohibited  any  further  vacancies  being  filled  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  army. 
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Since  the  passaoje  of  that  act,  1  Surgeon  and  2  Assistant  Surgeons 
have  died,  and  2  Assistant  Surgeons  have  resigned — leaving  the  army 
without  the  necessary  services  of  5  medical  officers. 

1  should  be  wanting  in  my  duty  to  the  army  and  to  the  government, 
were  I  not  to  say  here,  that  the  2  Surgeons  and  12  Assistant  Surgeons, 
authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  1 1th  of  February,  1847,  as  ad- 
ditional to  the  medical  staft'  of  the  army,  are  essential  to  the  good  of 
the  service. 

Previously  to  the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  Mexico,  the  num- 
ber of  forts  and  other  military  stations  occupied  by  troops  was  56  (a  few 
of  them  requiring  the  services  of  two  physicians),  and  these  were  pro- 
vided with  medical  aid  from  a  corps  consisting  of  20  Surgeons  and  50 
Assistant  Surgeons. 

At  the  present  time,  the  military  posts  already  occupied  by  troops,  and 
those  about  to  be  established  in  Texas,  New  Mexico,  Oregon  and  Cali- 
fornia (some  of  them  requiring  2  or  3  medical  officers,  perhaps)  will 
reach  the  number  of  85  or  more  ;  all  of  which  will  have  to  be  provided 
with  medical  aid  from  the  same  number  of  rpedical  officers  as  before,  if 
the  proviso  to  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress  of  the  19th  of 
July,  1848,  is  continued  in  force. 

That  the  medical  staff  of  the  army,  consisting  of  20  Surgeons  and 
50  Assistant  Surgeons,  were  insufficient  to  furnish  the  necessary  medical 
aid  to  the  troops  occupying  but  56  posts,  may  be  inferred  from  the 
number  of  |)rivate  physicians  who  were  then  employed  ;  and  if  the  70 
Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons  were  inadequate  to  the  wants  of  the 
army  at  that  time,  it  is  manifest  that  the  san)e  number  of  medical  offi- 
cers cannot  meet  the  requirements  of  the  service  now,  when  the  military 
force  is  to  be  spread  over  a  vast  extent  of  country,  occupying  35  or  more 
new  stations. 

Under  the  conviction,  then,  that  the  medical  staff  of  tlie  army  cannot 
be  reduced  below  the  number  of  22  Surgeons,  and  62  Assistant  Sur- 
geons, without  manifest  injury  to  the  service,  I  do  most  earnestly  recom- 
mend that  the  proviso  to'  the  third  section  of  the  act  of  Congress,  ap- 
proved 19th  of  July,  1848,  be,  as  far  as  the  medical  department  is  con- 
cerned, repealed. 

Almost  all  the  officers  of  the  medical  staff,  whose  services  were  not 
essential  at  other  points,  have  been  employed  with  the  several  army 
corps  operating  against  Mexico  ;  and  whether  serving  in  hospitals,  at 
depots,  or  with  troops  in  the  field,  they  invariably  acquitted  themselves 
faithfully  of  all  their  obligations  to  the  army  and  to  the  government. 

The  Surgeons  and  Assistant  Surgeons,  immediately  attached  to  corps 
in  the  field,  not  only  bore  their  full  measure  of  the  toils  and  the  priva- 
tions, but  also  participated  largely  in  the  dangers  of  the  service  ;  for  in 
each  and  every  conflict  they  were  exposed  to  the  shafts  of  the  foe — the 
same  as  were  their  brethren  in  arms  of  the  line  of  the  army. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  Thomas  Lawson, 

jNovember  15,  1848.  Surgeon  General. 
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[In  the  Journal  of  November  22,  some  account  was  given  of  the  re- 
cent case  of  hydrophobia  in  LovvelJ,  and  the  hope  expressed  that  a  more 
full  report  would  be  furnislied  for  the  Journal.  Nothing  further  havin^ 
been  received,  we  copy  the  following  report  from  the  Ohio  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  edited  by  Professor  Butterfield,  formerly  of  Lowell. 
Some  additional  particulars  respecting  the  symptoms  will  be  found  in  it, 
as  well  as  a  statement  of  the  post-mortem  appearances.] 

CASE  OF  HYDROPHOBIA. 

BY  A15NER  H.  BROWN,  M.D.,  I.OWEI.L,  MASS.,  PROF.  OF  MATERIA  MEDlCA  IN   THE  BERK- 
SHIRE MEDICAL  INSTITUTION. 

As  the  pathology  and  treatment  of  hydrophobia  are  still  unsettled,  it 
may  not  be  entirely  useless  to  put  on  record  the  following  case,  though 
its  history  is  very  similar  to  that  of  many  others.  It  is  only  by  the 
study  of  individual  cases  that  we  can  arrive  at  a  correct  knowledge  of 
this,  or  any  other  disease,  and  the  more  of  such  cases,  accurately  de- 
scribed, that  we  have,  the  better  opportunity  they  will  afford  for  com- 
parison and  generalization. 

On  the  29th  of  July  last,  William  H.  Bardwell,  aged  18  years  and  9 
months,  was  bitten  by  a  dog  which  had  been  brought  into  the  auction 
shop  of  Shapleigh  h  Farrington,  for  the  purpose  of  being  sold.  The 
dog  escaped  and  was  not  heard  of  afterwards.  The  wound  was  inflict- 
ed on  the  right  arm,  about  two  inches  above  the  wrist-joint ;  the  teeth 
penetrated  through  the  skin  on  each  side  of  the  arm,  though  the  wound 
was  considerably  deeper  and  wider  on  the  anterior  surface  than  on  the 
other.  The  wound  was  dressed  by  a  physician  soon  after  it  was  inflict- 
ed, but,  singularly  enough,  neither  excision  of  the  part,  nor  the  application 
of  caustic,  was  resorted  to.  It  healed  readily,  and  the  affair  was  ap- 
parently forgotten,  though  it  is  said  that  young  Bardwell  expressed  to 
a  friend  some  apprehension  of  the  dreadful  fate  which  actually  impend- 
ed over  him. 

On  Sunday,  November  5th,  he  complained  of  pain  in  the  head,  back, 
and  especially  in  the  shoulder  of  the  arm  which  had  been  bitten.  On 
Monday  he  was  about,  as  usual,  though  still  complaining  of  the  same 
symptoms.  Tuesday  morning,  feeling  no  better,  Mr.  B.  applied  to  Dr. 
J.  VV.  Graves  for  medical  advice.  At  this  time  there  was  the  same 
pain  in  the  head,  back  and  shoulder  ;  pulse  slightly  accelerated  ;  tongue 
partially  coated  with  a  white  fur,  but  there  was  nothinor  to  indicate  se- 
rious disease.  He  was  directed  to  use  the  warm  bath,  and  to  take  some 
gentle  cathartic.    This  he  did  with  apparent  relief. 

About  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  however,  while  he  was  attempting 
to  drink  some  water,  a  slight  spasm  came  on.  Dr.  Graves  was  imme- 
diately summoned,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  or  two,  other  physicians 
were  with  him.  Their  efforts  to  induce  the  patient  to  drink  water  uni- 
formly brought  on  a  spasm  as  often  as  they  were  repeated,  and  soon  the 
most  sceptical  were  satisfied  that  it  Was  an  unequivocal  case  of  hy- 
drophobia. 

During  the  evening  the  spasms  were  neither  frequent  nor  severe.  The 
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earlier  ones  were  a  simple  shuddering  and  drawing  back  at  the  taste,  and 
even  at  the  sight  of  water.  In  the  intervals  the  patient  made  no  com- 
plaint of  particular  pain  or  discomfoit  ;  his  mind  was  perfectly  clear,  and 
he  was  fully  conscious  of  his  dreadful  situation.  After  consultation,  it 
was  determined  to  try  the  effects  of  the  inhalation  of  chloroform.  The 
patient  was  easily  brought  under  its  influence,  and  so  kept  during  the 
entire  night.  There  was  no  return  of  the  spasms,  and  nothing  to  indi- 
cate that  a  subtle  and  fatal  poison  was  doing  its  terrible  work  in  the 
system  of  the  unconscious  victim.  Early  the  next  morning,  however, 
the  quantity  of  chloroform  which  had  been  procured  was  exhausted, 
and  no  supply  being  immediately  at  hand,  its  effects  soon  passed  ofl^,  and 
the  patient  became  conscious  again.  From  this  time  the  spasms  be- 
came more  frequent  and  violent ;  they  very  closely  resembled  each 
other,  but  it  seemed  that  every  one  was  more  terrible  than  the  preced- 
ing. Sometimes  there  would  be  an  interval  of  several  minutes,  and  then 
two  or  three  spasms  would  follow  in  quick  succession.  The  convulsive, 
catching  respiration,  which  a  person  exhibits  who  has  been  unexpectedly 
immersed  in  water,  or  subjected  to  the  shower  bath,  bears  a  faint  resem- 
blance to  the  milder  spasms  of  this  man,  in  the  early  part  of  Wednesday. 

The  sight  of  water,  the  mention,  or  even  the  idea  of  it,  a  current  of 
air,  the  touch  of  a  cold  hand,  even  the  slightest  cause,  was  enough  to 
throw  into  convulsive  action  the  diaphragm  and  all  the  muscles  about 
the  chest  and  neck.  Various  attempts  were  made  in  the  course  of  the 
forenoon  to  administer  the  chloroform,  but  without  avail.  The  cold 
which  it  produced  by  evaporation  instantly  threw  the  sufferer  into  fright- 
ful spasms.  At  this  time  the  cicatrix  of  the  principal  wound  ap[)eared 
red  and  inflamed  ;  the  secretion  of  saliva  also  began  to  increase,  and  in 
a  short  time  there  was  quite  an  abundant  flow  of  frothy  saliva  and  mucus. 

About  11  o'clock  the  spasms  seemed  to  have  reached  their  height. 
At  first  they  were  confined  to  the  diaphragin  and  the  muscles  of  the  neck  ; 
but  now  the  whole  body  was  involved.  The  united  strength  of  several 
men  was  required  to  prevent  him  from  injuring  himself  and  others,  and 
at  length  other  means  of  restraint  became  necessary.  The  inhalation 
of  chloroform  was  again  proposed,  and  after  a  good  deal  of  persuasion  the 
patient  attempted  it.  The  first  eflx>rts  were  attended  with  violent  spasms, 
but  about  noon  its  influence  was  fully  established,  and  he  became  quiet, 
though  not  entirely  unconscious.  That  a  sufficient  quantity  of  chloro- 
form might  be  kept  on  hand,  a  person  was  sent  to  procure  a  new  supply ; 
but  unfortunately,  before  his  return,  the  attendants  had  used  up  all  they 
had,  and  the  patient  relapsed  again  into  his  former  condition.  The 
spasms  were  violent  and  frequent,  and  were  attended  by  loud  crying  and 
shouting.  Most  of  the  afternoon  was  spent  in  vain  endeavors  to  bring 
him  under  the  influence  of  the  chloroform,  and  about  5  o'clock  this  object 
was  accomplished  ;  chloroform  was  freely  inhaled  for  about  an  hour, 
when  it  was  gradually  withdrawn.  There  was  no  return  of  the  spasms, 
and  only  slight  efforts  to  move  ;  his  breathing  and  respiration  resembled 
that  of  an  apoplectic  person.  Towards  the  last,  the  discharges  from  the 
mouth  became  bloody.    The  whole  amount  of  saliva  and  mucus  dis- 
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charged  was  estimated  by  Dr.  Curtis,  who  was  very  constantly  with  the 
patient,  at  eight  or  ten  ounces.  He  continued  in  the  state  I  have  de- 
scribed till  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  he  quietly  expired,  2S 
hours  after  the  appearance  of  the  first  spasm,  and  102  days  after  the 
wound  was  inflicted  by  the  dog. 

Fost-mortem  Ejcamination. — The  results  of  the  examination  of  the 
body  after  death,  were  as  unsatisfactory  as  they  usually  are  in  such  cases. 
The  brain  exhibited  appearances  of  active  congestion  ;  the  vessels  of  the 
membranes  were  crowded  with  blood,  and  as  the  substance  of  the  brain 
itself  was  sliced  off,  numerous  bleeding  points  quickly  appeared.  Tiie 
spinal  cord  seemed  to  be  healthy.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  fau- 
ces, larynx,  trachea  and  bronchia  was  intensely  inflamed.  It  appeared, 
as  one  of  the  physicians  present  said,  as  though  a  brush,  dipped  in  red 
paint,  had  been  drawn  over  the  whole  surl'ace.  Notwithstanding  the 
abundant  secretion  of  mucus  and  saliva,  the  parts,  at  the  time  of  the 
exanjination,  were  quite  dry.  The  epiglottis  was  considerably  tumefied. 
No  other  abnormal  appearances  were  observed. 

We  must  conclude,  with  Dr.  James  Johnson,  "  that  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied, but  that  the  most  evident  indications  of  inflammatory  action  attend 
the  symptoms,  and  distinguish  the  pathology  of  hydrophobia ;  that 
we  have  often  inflammation  of  the  oesophagus,  pharynx  and  larynx,  and 
occasionally  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord  ;  yet  it  is  generally  admitted 
that  these  ap[)earances  are  more  the  consequences  than  the  cause  of  the 
disorder,  and  that  although  frequently  present  with,  they  are  by  no  means 
essential  to,  the  existence  of  hydrophobic  action." 


ERYTHEMATOUS     STOMATITIS    OF   THE    INFANT    A    CAUSE  OF 
CRACKED  Oli  CHAI»PED  NIPPLES  IN  THE  NURSE. 

BY  H.  R.  FROST,  xM.D.,  PROFESSOR    OF    MATERIA  MKDICA    IN  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF 

SOUTH  CAROLINA. 

Among  the  causes  of  cracked  or  chapped  nipples  may  be  mentioned 
the  existence  of  erythematic  stomatitis,  with  curd-like  exudation  in  the 
infant.  This  affection  occurs  in  the  first  months  of  infancy,  and  is  by  the 
nurses  confounded  with  follicular  stomatitis  or  aphthae. 

That  tliis  affection  of  the  child  is  the  cause  of  cracked  nipples,  the 

following  ficts  will  serve  to  illustrate.    Mrs.    was  confined  

 after  a  very  favorable  accouchement.    She  nursed  her  child  for 

six  weeks  after  its  birth.  At  this  time  she  was  sensible  of  an  increase 
of  heat  in  the  mouth  of  the  child,  and  from  a  sense  of  soreness  felt  in  the 
nipple  at  the  time  of  nursing,  began  to  suspect  that  the  child's  mouth 
was  in  an  unhealthy  condition.  It  was  examined,  and  nothing  unusual 
was  observed.  Nursing  was  continued,  with  an  increase  of  the  syn)ptoms, 
when  a  further  examination  discovered  this  curd-like  exudation.  The 
sores  of  the  nipple  soon  became  augmented  into  painful  excoriations  with 
fissures  or  cracks  of  the  part,  causing  such  pain  and  distress  in  nursing 
that  very  reluctantly  the  mother  was  compelled  to  give  the  infant  to  be 
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nursed  by  another.  The  nurse,  Rose,  was  quite  well  at  the  time,  but 
at  the  expiration  of  a  week  she  comnaenced  suffering  in  like  manner. 
The  child  was  then  taken  from  her  and  given  to  a  hired  nurse,  who  be- 
coming sick  from  other  causes,  was,  after  a  week's  nursing,  compelled 
to  return  him  to  Rose.  In  the  interval  Rose  continued  to  suffer  with  a 
soreness,  but  upon  the  infant  being  returned  to  her  she  became  much 
worse,  and  her  own  child  began  to  suffer  in  a  similar  manner  :  that  is, 
to  be  affected  with  an  inflammation  of  the  mouth,  accompanied  with  this 
curd-like  exudation. 

Oct.  26th. — Rose's  breast  continues  in  a  very  painful  state — nursing 
occasioninor  a  threat  deal  of  suffering.  Several  remedies  have  been  em- 
ployed,  and  apparently  with  good  effect,  but  every  attempt  at  nursing  in- 
flicts new  injury  and  interrupts  the  healing  process. 

The  infant  was  now  given  to  a  healthy  young  woman  from  the  coun- 
try, whose  child  was  said  already  to  have  had  the  thrush,  without  com- 
municating any  disease  to  the  nipple.  Upon  nursing  the  child  for  a 
few  days  sAe,  too^  began  to  complain  from  the  same  cause.  Upon  exa- 
mining the  nipple  it  was  evident  that  a  chapped  condition  had  com- 
menced, and  it  was  only  by  limiting  the  nursing  of  the  child,  by  diligent 
washing  with  soap  and  water  after  each  application  of  the  child,  and  by 
the  use  of  astringent  remedies,  that  the  disease  was  prevented  extend- 
ing itself. 

It  is  thus  apparent  that  in  particular  cases  a  diseased  slate  of  the 
mouth,  and  seemingly  of  a  very  slight  character,  may  communicate  such 
disease  to  the  mother  as  to  incapacitate  her  from  performing  a  most 
pleasing  and  necessary  duty  to  her  offspring,  and  that  the  breast  so  affect- 
ed may  communicate  the  same  disease  to  another  infant  applied  to  it. 

The  contagious  character  of  this  disease  has  been  affirmed  by  some, 
whilst  it  has  been  denied  by  others.  Baron  and  Billard  deny  its  conta- 
giousness, while  other  practitioners  have  known  healthy  infants  to  be- 
come attacked  by  sucking  from  the  same  breast  with  those  affected  with 
the  disease. 

I  would  not  be  understood  as  affirming  that  the  serious  consequences 
I  have  mentioned  are  capable  of  being  produced  in  all  cases — the  con- 
trary, I  believe,  is  the  fact ;  but  cases  do  occur,  though  fortunately  but 
rarely,  in  which  a  trifling  disease  may  have  the  property  of  communi- 
cating a  very  painful  affliction  to  the  mother. —  Charleston  Med.  Jour. 


IODINE  AN  ANTIDOTE  TO  THE   VENOM   OF  THE  RATTLE-SNAKE. 

BY  JAMES  WHITMIRE,  M.D.,  OF  METAMORA,  ILL. 

I  WISH  to  say  to  the  profession,  through  the  North-Western  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal,  that  1  believe  iodine  to  be  an  antidote  to  the  virus  of  the 
ratile-snake,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  tribe  of  serpents. 

My  opinion,  as  to  the  antidotal  property  of  iodine,  has  been  confirmed 
by  many  cases  that  I  could  give  from  my  case-book,  in  which  I  used 
the  tine,  of  iodine  alone,  with  the  effect  of  putting  an  entire  stop  to  the 
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swelling  and  pain,  in  from  1*2  to  16  hours.  I  have  used  it  in  bites  of  the 
rattle-snake,  viper  and  copper-head,  on  both  man  and  beast,  with  com- 
plete success.  My  manner  of  using  it  is  to  paint  the  part  that  is  bitten, 
and  as  far  as  the  swelling  extends,  with  three  or  four  coals  of  tinct. 
(of  pharmaceutical  strength)  twice  daily  ;  and  should  the  swelling  ex- 
tend, which  it  almost  always  does  after  the  6rst  application,  if  made  any 
time  soon  after  the  infliction  of  the  wound,  I  follow  it  up  with  the  paint. 
By  the  time  the  third  application  is  made,  the  tumefaction  will  cease  to 
extend,  and  three  or  four  more  applications  will  generally  restore  the 
linih,  or  part  affected,  to  its  natural  state,  save,  perhaps,  an  obtuse  sensi- 
bility to  the  touch,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  cuticle  being  destroyed,  and 
some  soreness  of  the  muscles,  which  will  remain  a  longer  or  shorter 
period. 

A  short  history  of  my  first  acquaintance  with  this  article  may  not  be 
uninteresting  to  some  of  my  readers.  In  June,  1846,  I  was  reading  a 
little  work,  by  Dr.  Guthrie,  on  the  use  of  iodine  in  enlargements  of  the 
joints,  goitre,  &ic.,  where  its  remedial  virtues  were  ascribed  to  its  tonic 
effect  upon  the  capillary  and  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  part.  During  this 
time  a  lad  rode  up  to  my  office  door,  and  said  that  his  brother  had  been 
bitten  by  a  rattle-snake,  and  wished  fne  to  see  him  immediately.  I  had 
just  entered  upon  the  duties  of  my  profession,  and  as  a  matter  of  course, 
to  use  a  vulgar  phrase,  was  stumped  to  know  what  to  do  for  the  boy. 
I  had  seen  several  cases  of  the  kind,  and  some  of  them  very  trouble- 
some ones,  too,  in  which  there  had  been  used  everything  that  had  ever 
been  recommended,  both  by  the  profession  and  the  old  ladies.  So  that 
it  was  doubtful  in  my  mind  whether  there  was  any  remedy  that  could 
be  depended  upon.  I  was  satisfied  that  the  immediate  effect  of  ihe  virus 
was  a  suddenly  diffused,  low  grade  of  inflammation  in  the  part  in  which 
it  was  injected,  speedily  extending  its  ravages  until  the  whole  system  be- 
came a  prey  to  its  morbific  influence  ;  at  which  time  fever,  parched 
tongue,  delirium,  &c.,  followed  in  the  train.  The  immediate  contact 
of  the  virus  with  the  capillary  and  lymphatic  vessels  of  the  part  is  no 
doubt  the  cause  of  the  tumefaction  that  immediately  comes  on  :  the 
virus  destroying  natural  tone.  Either  the  above  is  true,  or  ih^  swelling 
is  produced  upon  the  principle  of  ubi  irritatio  ihi  jiuxus.  This  process 
of  reasoning  led  me  to  the  trial  of  the  tinct.  of  iodine.  In  about  two 
hours  from  the  time  the  boy  was  bitten,  I  saw  him.  He  had  received 
the  wound  about  midway  between  the  internal  malleolus  and  the  inferior 
portion  of  the  os  calcis  ;  and  the  swelling  had  already  extended  to 
within  three  inches  of  the  knee.  There  was  severe  pain  in  the  part, 
nausea,  and  occasional  vomiting.  I  pioceeded  to  paint  the  fool  and  leg 
as  high  as  the  knee  with  four  coats  of  the  tinct.  of  iodine,  and  directed 
four  more  coats  to  be  given  at  bed-time,  and  repealed  in  the  morning.  If 
the  swelling  extended  above  the  knee,  it  was  to  be  followed  up  w  ith  the 
paint.  I  then  gave  my  patient  a  dose  of  Hoffman's  anodyne,  and  a 
pretty  active  dose  of  Epsom  salts,  with  directions  to  leave  the  leg  un- 
covered the  whole  time,  and  took  my  leave.  The  next  day  the  boy 
came  to  town,  on  horseback,  to  see  me.    The  swelling  had  ceased  to 
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extend  about  12  o'clock  in  the  night,  and  at  this  time  had  decreased 
very  considerably.  In  three  or  four  days  he  experienced  no  inconve- 
nience from  tlie  bite,  and  went  about  his  ordinary  occupation.  Since 
that  time  I  have  had  numerous  cases  of  the  same  kind,  all  of  which 
liave  terminated  equally  well  under  the  same  treatment.  It  is  my  opi- 
nion, therefore,  that  the  iodine  being  absorbed,  comes  in  contact  with  the 
virus,  and  neutralizes  it,  at  the  same  time  giving  tone  to  the  engorged 
capillaries  of  the  part,  enabling  them  to  empty  themselves  of  their  en- 
gorgement. And,  if  the  wound  has  been  inflicted  so  long  that  there  is 
effused  serum  in  the  cellular  tissue,  from  debility  of  the  vessels,  the  tinct. 
of  iodine  is  none  the  less  applicable,  as  it  will  speedily  promote  its  ab- 
sorption.— North- TVestern  Med,  and  Surg.  Jour, 


A  NEW  TREATMENT  OF  CATARRH. 

BY  JOHN  A.    LOCKWOOD,    M.D.,    SURGEON   U.  S.  NAVY. 

For  nearly  a  year  I  have  pursued  a  plan  of  treatment  in  catarrh,  which, 
ill  numerous  instances,  unfailingly  relieved  its  initial  symptoms  almost 
immediately.  It  is  adapted  to  its  earliest  stages,  when  the  mucous  lining 
of  the  nasal  cavities  is  dry,  tumid  and  red,  accompanied  with  a  feeling  of 
heat,  fulness  and  itching  of  the  part. 

The  remedy  consists  in  the  application  of  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
to  the  Schneiderian  membrane.  It  is  best  applied  with  a  camel's  hair 
pencil.  The  strength  of  the  solution  should  not  be  less  than  eight  grains 
of  the  salt  to  one  ounce  of  the  distilled  water.  I  ordinarily  employ  a 
solution  somewhat  stronger — ten  grains  to  the  ounce. 

The  application  is  not  painful,  nor  even  disagreeable.  Its  immediate 
effect  is  to  excite  a  copious  serous  effusion,  which  continues  for  some 
minutes.  After  this  the  tonsils  are  freed  from  the  previous  impediment 
to  the  passage  of  the  breath  through  them,  when  the  sensation  of  relief 
becomes  at  once  manifest.  With  the  subsidence  of  the  local  swelling, 
the  general  heaviness  and  malaise  disappear.  For  some  minutes,  the 
inhalation  of  cold  air  comrnunicates  to  the  mucous  linincr  of  the  nose  a 
feeling  of  rawness.  This,  however,  is  of  short  duration,  after  which,  un- 
less the  inflammation  has  extended  beyond  the  Schneiderian  membrane, 
the  cure  is  complete. 

To  accomplish  a  radical  cure,  the  solution  should  be  applied  at  the  very 
commencement  of  the  attack.  When  the  inflammation  has  extended  to 
the  pharynx,  &ic.,it  is  no  longer  practicable  to  subject  all  the  paits  afl^ect- 
ed  to  a  treatment  which  is  mainly  local.  I  have,  however,  applied  the 
remedy  in  many  cases  where  the  disease  had  made  several  days'  progress. 
Then,  although  no  expectations  were  entertained  of  removing  any  symp- 
toms of  bronchial  irritation  which  might  have  supervened,  the  relief  to 
the  head  was  always  satisfactory,  by  the  liberty  it  afforded  to  the  passage 
of  air  through  the  nostrils. 

M.  Deschamps,  in  the  Gazette  des  Hopitaux  for  October,  1847,  recom- 
mends snuffing  up  the  nostrils  every  two  hours  a  solution  of  opium  in 
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water,  as  an  effectual  cure  for  coryza.  This  method  I  have  not  tried. 
Befoie  reading  an  account  of  it,  1  had  for  several  months  employed  ihe 
solution  of  the  nitrate  of  silver  with  such  happy  results,  that  1  was  indis- 
jmsed  to  seek  for  any  better  plan.  The  insufflation  of  ardent  spirits  will 
often  check  an  incipient  catarrh,  but  the  remedy  is  unpleasant  and  pain- 
ful.— Amer.  Jour,  of  Med,  Sciences. 


CHLOllOFOHM  AND  ITS  DANGERS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Dear  Sir, — The  death  of  a  patient  in  the  New  York  City  Hospital  by 
chloroform,  within  the  past  week,  will  very  probably  be  disastrous  to  the 
profession  and  the  public,  by  being  perverted  into  an  argument  against 
all  use  of  this  invaluable  anaesthetic  agent,  thus  bringing  into  temporary 
disrepute  one  of  the  noblest  discoveries  in  the  healing  art,  which  has  ever 
been  developed.  It  is  in  this  view  only,  that  the  case  furnishes  a  theme 
for  animadversion  in  the  journals  of  the  profession,  for  the  possibility  of 
so  potent  a  remedy  being  fatal  without  great  caution,  must  be  obvious, 
and  the  same  is  true  of  morphine,  prussic  acid,  and  many  other  active 
agents  which  are  in  established  and  habitual  use.  Nor  does  the  very  rare 
occurrence  of  death  from  an  accidental  overdose  of  either  of  them,  fur- 
nish any  rational  argument  against  their  utility  or  safety,  especially  when 
it  is  known  that  some  obscure  idiosyncracy  may  account  for  such  unto- 
ward results,  even  when  active  remedies  are  given  with  the  utmost  cau- 
tion, both  as  respects  the  dose  and  the  pathological  state  existing  at 
the  time. 

Still,  however,  the  fatal  case  at  New  York  should  serve  as  an  admo- 
nition, if  any  be  needed,  to  the  very  discreet  employment  of  chloroform 
by  inhalation,  at  all  limes  ;  but  especially  when,  as  in  certain  severe 
operations,  its  full  effect  is  desired.  Next  to  the  judicious  selection  of 
the  cases  in  which  to  employ  this  agency,  in  relation  to  which  the  pro- 
fession are  agreed,  two  things  are  injportant :  viz.,  1st.  Never  to  allow 
the  patient  to  inhale  chloroform,  without  occasionally  withdrawing  it 
from  the  mouth  and  nostrils,  thus  permitting  the  inspiration  of  the  at- 
mospheric air  at  brief  intervals  ;  and  this  in  view  of  tlie  dangers  of  its 
continuous  inhalation  even  for  two  or  three  minutes;  and  2d.  Always  to 
watch  the  effects  upon  tiie  pulse,  for  the  purpose  of  instantly  desisting 
from  its  use  on  any  considerable  failuie  either  in  its  force  or  frequency. 
With  these  precautions,  there  need  be  no  apprehension  of  any  fatal  or 
mischievous  result  in  any  patient,  of  any  age,  whose  morbid  condition  is 
Unaccompanied  by  local  h^sions  of  some  vital  organ  ;  in  which  case, 
however,  the  use  of  chloroform  is  contraindicated.  But  without  such 
precautions,  this  remedy,  undiluted,  is  liable  to  be  so  rapid  and  violent 
in  its  action  as  to  endanger  life.  And  frotn  a  conviction  of  its  occa- 
sional hazards,  and  the  possibility  of  its  proving  fatal  as  seen  in  the  rare 
examples  which  have  occurred  here  and  elsewhere,  there  are  not  a  few 
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surgeons,  who  have  abandoned  tliis  nrlicle,  and  prefer  to  rely  upon  the 
sulphuric  and  chloric  ether,  nolvviihstariding  the  slower  and  less  perfect 
anaesthesia  which  often  results,  and  this  even  at  tiie  risk  of  occa- 
sional failure  to  suspend  sensibility  to  the  desired  extent,  by  these 
weaker  articles. 

A  still  preferable  course,  however,  is  pursued  by  others,  who  are  un- 
willing to  deprive  their  patients  of  the  superiority  they  justly  ascribe  to 
chloroform,  and  hence  they  seek  to  rennove  its  hazards  by  diluting  it 
with  ether,  thus  diminishing  both  its  rapidity  and  violence,  and  as  it  is 
believed,  after  ample  expeiience,  annihilating  all  its  dangeis.  The  pro- 
portions of  such  dilution  employed  during  the  last  year  in  the  Bellevue 
Hospital,  are  equal  parts  by  weight ;  or,  what  is  the  same  thing,  0!ie 
part  of  chloroform  to  three  or  four  parts  of  ether  by  measure.  The 
mixture  should  be  made  extemporaneously  at  the  time  of  using  it, 
as  it  is  otherwise  liable  to  deteriorate.  The  same  precautions  are  dis- 
creet, which  have  been  advised  in  reference  to  the  undiluted  article, 
and  with  these,  after  extensive  o[)portunities  of  witnessing  the  employ- 
ment of  this  mixture,  in  surgical,  medical  and  obstetrical  practice,  includ- 
ing several  hundred  cases,  I  am  prepared  to  testify  that  no  untoward 
result  has  followed  in  a  single  instance.  So  complete  is  the  insensibility 
which  has  been  produced  by  this  agency,  that  in  one  example  of  am- 
putation of  the  thigh,  several  days  elapsed  before  the  patient  discovered 
that  he  had  lost  a  limb  ;  and  he  betrayed  the  most  unaffected  surprise 
when  he  realized  the  mutilation  that  he  had  suffered,  the  fact  being  re- 
vealed to  him  for  the  fiist  time  when  it  was  pioposed  to  dress  the 
stump,  which  became  necessary  on  the  fifth  day  after  the  operation.  In 
every  case  the  insensibility  to  pain  has  been  complete,  and  this  state 
has  been  perpetuated,  by  the  occasional  repetition  of  the  dose,  when 
necessary,  as  in  protracted  operations.  The  quantity  found  sufficient 
has  varied  from  half  an  ounce  to  two  or  three  ounces  of  the  mixture, 
and  applied  to  the  nostrils  and  njouth  by  a  towel  or  sponge.  In  some 
instances  the  inhalation  for  four  or  five  minutes  has  produced  the  full 
effect,  as  indicated  by  approaching  stertor,  with  muscular  relaxation  ;  but 
in  other  examples,  double  and  even  triple  this  time  has  been  called 
for.  The  effect  usually  passes  off,  and  full  consciousness  returns,  in  from 
tliree  to  five  minutes  after  the  inhalation  ceases  ;  but  this  result  may  be 
hastened  by  sprinkling  cold  water  upon  the  face.  No  unfavorable 
consequences,  even  of  temporary  character,  have  been  observed  to  fol- 
low the  inhalation,  and  it  is  rare  that  either  nausea  or  coughing  occurs 
to  interrupt  tlie  process. 

I  regard  it  so  important  that  no  prejudice  should  be  produced  against 
the  use  of  anaisthetic  agents,  by  the  recent  disaster  at  the  City  Hos- 
pital, that  1  have  written  thus  much  in  their  defence,  and  at  the  same 
time  suggested  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  salutary  and  necessary  pre- 
cautions which  the  profession  should  adopt  if  they  would  disabuse  the 
public  mind,  and  protect  these  valuable  remedies  from  being  thrown 
into  disrepute.    If  you  concur  with  me  in  opinion  that  these  biief  hints 
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may  be  useful  at  this  crisis,  1  may  find  lime  shortly  to  communicate  more 
fully  on  tlie  subject.  Respectfully  yours, 

New  York,  Jan,  22d,  1849.  D.  Meredith  Reese. 

[We  fully  agree  with  our  respected  correspondent  as  to  the  Injury  that 
would  accrue,  both  to  the  public  and  the  profession,  from  the  use  of 
anaestlietic  agents  falling  into  disrepute  on  account  of  the  occasional  unfa- 
vorable results  attending  their  administration.  Every  well  attested  means, 
therefore,  for  preventing  these  results,  should  be  adopted.  That  recom- 
mended by  Dr.  R.,  in  the  above  communication,  and  on  which  we  trust 
he  will  soon  treat  further,  appears  judicious,  and  having  the  recommenda- 
tion of  his  experience  and  approval,  is  certainly  worthy  the  trial  of 
others. — Ed.] 


FUNIS  PRESENTATIONS. 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 

Sir, — The  following,  from  my  note-book,  is  at  your  disposal. 

July  25th,  1846,  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  W  ,  in  labor  with 

her  first  child.  On  my  arrival  I  was  told  the  waters  had  discharged  six 
hours  previously,  during  the  first  pain,  and  on  examination  found  the 
funis  protruding  from  the  vagina  six  or  eight  inches,  unusually  large,  cold 
and  pulseless.  Of  course  1  informed  the  friends  the  child  was  already 
dead,  and  that  there  was  no  occasion  for  haste.  The  head  presented, 
and  twenty-four  hours  after  I  delivered  her  with  forceps,  the  child 
weighing  fourteen  pounds,  and  the  cord  measuring  full  four  leet. 

Dec.  20,  1847,  I  was  again  sent  for  to  attend  Mrs.  W  ,  in  la- 
bor. When  1  arrived  I  found  the  pains  had  been  regular  three  hours, 
the  membranes  ruptured,  and  the  funis  lying  in  the  vaginal  passage, 
without  compression,  its  pulsation  being  vigorous,  and  indications  in  gene- 
ral giving  premonition  of  tedious  labor.  The  anxiety  of  the  mother  to 
have  a  living  child  increased  my  efforts  to  save  it  if  possible  by  manual 
interference.  Speedy  delivery  she  was  told  could  be  accomplished 
only  by  turning,  and  this,  considering  the  great  size  of  the  child,  and 
the  uncertainty  of  saving  its  life  by  such  operation,  besides  its  consequent 
danger  to  the  mother,  was  not  recommended.  I  endeavored  to  keep  the 
funis  above  the  pelvic  biim  until  the  vertex  was  engaged,  and  full  thiee 
hours  did  I  sit  by  my  patient  and  succeed  in  this  attempt ;  but  at  last, 
when  the  head  had  become  firmly  impacted  within  the  superior  strait, 
the  cord  would  slip  down  in  spite  of  the  most  skilful  management  in  my 
power.  1  then  tried  to  relieve  compression  of  the  cord  by  passing  \ny 
fingers  up  its  side,  at  the  same  time  administering  a  dose  of  ergot  to 
hasten  delivery,  the  head  being  too  high  up  for  the  forceps.  Life,  how- 
ever, became  extinct  in  the  child  for  hours  prior  to  its  birth. 

Jan.  2d,  1849,  a  third  summons  brought  me  in  obstetrical  attendance 

upon  Mrs.  W  .    As  might  be  expected,  she  manifested  much 

trepidation,  owing  to  the  unfavorable  termination  of  her  previous  labors. 
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I  soon  ascertained  that  I  had  another  funis  presentation,  the  os  uteri  being 
fully  dilated.  1  could  easily  feel  the  cord,  coiled  up,  through  the  mem- 
branes, which  were  unusually  dense  and  unyielding,  and  this  inspired 
me  with  hope.  As  the  pains  were  ineffectual,  I  gave  her  a  large  opiate 
and  enjoined  perfect  rest,  with  a  view  to  postpone  expulsive  uterine  ac- 
tion, and  avoid  premature  discharge  of  the  waters  until  nature  would  be 
ready  for  prompt  delivery.  Six  hours  after,  my  patient  was  aroused 
from  a  quiet  sleep  by  a  thundering  pain,"  which  ruptured  the  bag  of 
waters,  forced  down  the  funis,  and  in  the  same  moment  gave  birth  to  the 
child.  Thus,  in  my  atten»pis  to  gain  a  little  credit  by  way  of  presenting 
the  anxious  mother  with  a  living  child,  was  1  completely  outwitted  by 
nature  herself.  In  all  of  the  above  cases  the  umbilical  cord  was  of  enor- 
mous length. 

So  far  as  I  can  learn,  funis  presentations  are  not  common,  and  the 
practice  to  be  pursued,  in  order  to  save  the  life  of  the  child  without  in- 
jury to  the  mother,  is  unsettled.  Smellie,  Hamilton,  Bard,  and  some 
later  writers  on  tokology,  recommend  turning.  Others,  again,  advise 
keeping  the  funis  above  the  pelvic  brim,  until  the  vertex  engages  below 
it  ;  but  whoever  has  occasion  to  follow  this  procedure,  will  find  it  much 
easier  to  recommend  it  in  books  than  to  carry  it  out  successfully  in 
practice. 

There  is  nothing  worthy  of  record  in  the  above  account  save  the  oc- 
currence of  three  cases  of  this  presentation  successively  in  the  same  fe- 
male, and  the  happy  result  of  the  third,  attributable  more  to  "good 
luck  "  than  any  particular  management  on  the  part  of  the  accoucheur. 

Birmingham,  Ct.,  Jan.  I9th,  1849.  A.  Beardsley,  M.D. 


CASB,  WITH  CHOLERAIC  SYMPTOMS— WHAT  WAS  THE  DISEASE? 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal. 

Sir, — I  offer  the  following  as  an  item  for  your  Journal ;  not  as  a  case 
very  extraordinary  in  its  symptoms,  when  prevailing  under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances of  time  and  season,  but  as  one  out  of  season,  and  without 
the  usual  distinctly-marked  exciting  causes.  I  proffer  it,  now,  when  tiie 
cholera  is  on  the  spread,  and  there  is  a  fearful  looking  for  it,  throughout 
the  land,  as  a  coll  to  my  professional  brethren  to  note  and  communicate 
the  least  suspicious  circumstances  in  their  daily  practice,  and  as  a  kind 
of  watch-word,  to  be  ready. 

I  was  called,  on  the  evening  of  the  19lh  inst.,  to  visit,  in  haste,  W.  J., 
of  this  town,  who  was  represented  as  very  ill,  if  not  dying,  having  been 
suddenly  and  violently  attacked,  as  if  poisoned.  During  the  day  he 
had  worked  as  usual,  ate  as  usual,  and  been  subject  to  no  uncommon 
exposure  ;  he  walked  home  from  his  work,  about  sun-set,  free  from  any 
symptom  of  disease,  save  a  sense  of  coldness,  and  a  want  of  appetite  ; 
but  soon  after  was  attacked  with  nausea,  vomiting,  purging  and  pain, 
with  immediate  prostration. 

At  about  half  past  9,  I  found  him  on  his  couch,  writhing  in  agony, 
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his  extremities  and  whole  surface  cold  as  ice,  a  cold  sweat  on  the  fore- 
head, no  pulsation  at  the  wrist,  vision  clouded,  spasm  and  pain,  by  pa- 
roxysms, most  excruciating,  and  cramped  (as  he  expressed  it)  from  head 
to  foot.  Prescribed,  1st,  1^  teaspoon fui,  or  (as  afterwards  ascertained 
by  droppin>r)  about  160  drops  of  tinct.  o[)ii  in  hot  water  ;  removed  him 
to  a  warm  bed  ;  applied  heat  to  the  surface,  by  every  means  practica- 
ble, and  friction  constantly.  At  10  o'clock,  thirty  minutes  from  giving 
the  first,  I  repeated  the  laudanum,  combined  with  tinct.  peppermint.  At 
half  past  10  o'clock,  paroxysms  of  pain  and  spasm  less  powerful  and  less 
frequent.  Repeat  one  teaspoonful  of  laudanum,  with  half  a  teaspoonful 
of  tinct.  camphor  combined.  11  o'clock,  circulation  improving,  pulse 
more  distinct,  very  thirsty.  Gave  him  a  small  quantity  of  biscuit  water, 
for  drink  ;  and  fearing  he  might  not  retain  on  his  stomach  the  laudanum 
(as  he  hitherto  had  done),  I  substituted,  after  the  drink,  about  one  fourth 
of  a  grain  of  sulph.  morphia.  At  20  minutes  before  12  o'clock,  he  de- 
claring himself  to  feel  better,  and  evidently  being  better,  I  left  him,  with 
orders  that  he  have  a  tablespoon ful  of  solution  of  soda,  with  a  little 
camphor,  and  10  drops  of  tinct.  opii  to  each  dose,  every  one,  two  or  three 
hours,  according  to  the  degree  of  pain,  or  as  the  symptoms  might  require. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  (the  following  morning)  very  comforta- 
ble, free  from  any  unpleasant  symptoms,  save  a  slight  dizziness  in  raising 
the  head.  Gave  a  tablespoonful  of  the  neutral  mixture  every  three 
hours,  and  an  aloetic  pill  at  night  to  restore  the  natural  motion  of  the 
bowels. 

2 1st. — Entirely  relieved,  and  about  the  room. 
Kingston,  Plymouth  Co.,  Jan,  22d,  1849.  P.  L.  Nichols. 


THE  BOSTON  MEDICAL  AND  SURGICAL  JOURNAL. 

BOSTON.    JANUARY    31,    184  9. 


Physicians  for  California. — In  the  Knoxvilie,  Tenn.,  Standard,  it  is 
mentioned  that  many  medical  men  had  left  San  Francisco  for  the  gold  re- 
gions, only  one  physician  remaining-  in  the  place,  who  had  an  extensive 
business.  Since  the  California  epidemic  began  to  prevail,  we  have  been 
watching  its  influence  on  society  generally,  and  particularly  on  certain 
classes  in  maratime  and  country  towns.  Physicians  were  at  first  almost 
invulnerablp,  hut  they  have  at  last  become  infected.  Numbers  of  them 
from  the  New  England  Stales  have  already  sailed,  and  many  more  are 
seeking  passages  to  that  land  of  promise.  For  ourselves,  we  are  glad  that 
prospects  so  flattering  are  presented  to  the  great  numbers  of  modical  practi- 
tioners which  are  annually  turned  out  by  the  schools.  But  in  less  than  a 
year,  the  same  plethora  is  likely  to  exist  in  California  that  characterizes 
the  old  Atlantic  Slates,  should  the  chink  of  c:old  continue  to  entice  them 
to  that  El  Dorado.  Several  have  been  fortunate  in  .securinj?  passages  from 
Boston  and  New  York,  as  surgeons  of  the  various  ships  which  have  sailed 
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for  California  ;  but  when  tiiey  reach  Chagres,  and  other  points  of  dis- 
embarkation, they  must  wend  their  way,  like  the  untold  multitude  of  insane 
adventurers,  to  the  auriferous  sands  of  the  far  ofT  interior.  Some  will  un- 
questionably be  benefited  pecuniarily  by  the  voyage  ;  others,  beyond  the 
patronizing  reach  of  family  or  friends,  will  be  worse  for  the  change.  Cir- 
cumstances, peculiar  to  the  anomalous  condition  of  things,  may  elevate 
dunces,  and  also  destroy  or  render  useless  the  first  order  of  medical  talent. 
Disappointments,  hardships,  the  vicissitudes  of  an  untried  climate,  and  the 
diseases  that  are  naturally  developed  under  the  aliernalions  of  heat,  cold, 
hunger,  anxiety,  and  a  thousand  other  circumstances  that  v^'ill  characterize 
life  under  an  aspect  so  new,  surprising  and  exciting,  are  both  to  be  expect- 
ed and  feared.  One  great  good  will  result  from  this  rapid  emigration  of 
young  phyJ^icians  to  California,  viz.,  the  foundation  which  will  thus  be  laid 
for  the  future  elevated  medical  character  of  the  country.  A  correct  stand- 
ard of  medical  excellence  will  be  recognized  by  the  numerous  intelligent 
persons  now  on  their  way  thither,  who  will  give  a  tone  to  public  sentiment, 
on  this  as  well  as  on  other  matters  of  common  interest.  Medicine  and 
operative  surgery  belong  to  an  advanced  civilization  ;  and  arguing,  there- 
fore, from  the  fact  that  the  expeditions  fitted  out  for  California,  have  been 
distinguished,  thus  far,  by  the  orderly  organization  of  the  parties,  under 
leaders  of  known  prudence,  and  acknowledged  fitness  for  all  contingencies 
in  a  strange  country,  where  neither  law,  nor  the  usages  of  a  well-regulated 
community  are  known,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe  that  qualified  practition- 
ers of  either  of  those  branches  will  be  highly  appreciated.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  hazard  the  idea  of  the  creation  of  a  medical  institution  at  a  central 
position  in  California,  at  no  very  remote  period,  by  some  of  our  persever- 
ing New  Enfjland  physicians  now  on  their  way  thither. 

Though  all  physicians  who  may  repair  to  the  gold  regions  cannot  be 
expected,  in  the  nature  of  things,  to  return  with  fortunes,  probably  a  few 
may  realize  their  ardent  hopes  in  that  respect.  We  wish  that  all  might 
secure  the  treasures  they  covet  in  the  alluvial  sands  of  the  Sacramento. 
But  alas  !  like  the  seekers  for  the  same  slippery  article  in  the  father  land, 
all  cannot  be  rich.  Yet  each  one  can  be  eminently  useful.  Those  who 
are  on  the  eve  of  their  departure,  and  who  may  happen  to  cast  an  eye  on 
this  article,  are  hereby  urged  to  recollect  that  their  brethren  at  home 
reasonably  expect  that  they  will  never  lose  sight  of  the  honor  of  the 
profession. 


Literature  of  the  Cholera. — So  vast  are  the  accumulations  on  the  sub- 
ject of  cholera,  in  Europe  and  in  this  country,  and  from  the  first  medical 
sources,  too,  of  the  age,  that  they  constitute  an  entire  new  department,  and 
may  not  inappropriately  be  denominated  cholera  literaf,ure.  The  treatises, 
published  volumes,  essays,  theories,  statistical  memoranda,  reports  of  sani- 
tary boards,  and  communications  to  journals  of  medicine,  are  numerous 
beyond  example.  Were  they  all  collected  into  volumes,  the  whole  mass 
would  rival  in  bulk  the  published  documents  of  the  American  Congress. 
Lamentable  to  record,  however,  this  mighty  flood  of  scientific  light  has  not 
checked  the  onward  progress  of  the  disease. 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  a  series  of  admirably  written  papers  on 
this  subject,  in  the  Knoxville  (Tenn.)  Standard,  by  F.  A.  Kamsny,  M.D. 
Meritorious  as  they  are,  we  must  decline  a  re-publication  of  them  in  the 
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Journal.  Had  the  manuscript  been  sent  here  at  first,  an  insertion  would 
have  been  cheerfuily  given. 


Memphis  Medical  College. — At  Memphis,  Tenn.,  there  is  a  new  school 
of  medicine,  which  seems  to  be  gathering  strength  daily,  if  the  documents 
that  emanate  from  it  are  to  be  taken  as  evidences  of  its  prosperity.  A  char- 
ter was  obtained  some  years  ago  for  a  medical  institution  at  Nashville, 
or  a  medical  department  of  the  University  authorized,  we  do  not  distinctly 
recollect  which  ;  but,  not  having  been  organized,  the  Memphis  college 
budded  into  existence,  quite  unexpectedly,  and  bids  fair  to  exercise  a  whole- 
some and  commanding  influence.  George  H.  Grant,  M.D.,  Prof,  of  the 
Theory  and  Practice  of  Medicine,  delivered  an  opening  discourse  on  the 
ISih  of  November,  which  is  both  creditable  to  him  and  to  the  institution. 
The  gist  of  the  discourse  consists  in  urging  his  pupils  to  labor  incessantly, 
if  they  would  excel  ;  and  with  a  view  to  offering  the  stimulus  of  encour- 
agement, cites,  from  the  records  of  history,  illustrious  examples  of  perse- 
verance, resulting  in  the  achievement  of  honor,  usefulness,  and  distinguish- 
ed renown. 


HomcRopathic  Treatment  of  Cholera. — A  pamphlet  of  twenty  pages  made 
its  appearance  in  Boston,  last  week,  by  C.  F.  Hoffendahl,  ^I.D.,  with  the 
above  title.  He  informs  the  public,  in  the  preface,  that  this  is  the  result  of 
his  experience  in  Germany,  in  1531.  He  further  says  that  the  "  utter 
failure  of  the  old  school  treatment  in  Europe,  where  from  one  half  to  two- 
thirds  of  the  patients  have  died,  is  acknowledged  by  the  profession,  and 
well  known  to  the  public  ;  but  the  latter  should  also  know,  that  according 
to  the  most  authentic  statistical  accou  n  ts  from  Russia  and  Germany,  the 
mortality,  under  homoeopathic  treatment,  has  nowhere  exceeded  ten  in  a 
hundred,  and  frequently  been  less  ;  facts  which  speak  volumes  in  favor  of 
the  latter,  and  ought  to  open  the  eyes  of  the  public."  Why  is  it  that  these 
^extraordinary  results  so  generally  occur  in  places  so  remote  from  us  as 
Russia  and  Germany?  Aledical  men  here  claim  to  have  the  capacity  of 
judging  in  such  matters,  and  are  not,  therefore,  very  likely  to  be  swayed  by 
such  wonderful  accounts  as  are  continually  sent  forth  by  the  vrorshippers 
of  stran^^e  jrods. 

Does  this  pamphlet  show  the  author  to  be  a  homoeopathic  any  more  than 
an  allopathic  practitioner?  Does  he  propose  a  single  process,  worth  any- 
thins',  not  recognized  and  prescribed  by  those  whfim  some  would  send  to 
the  inquisition,  as  old  schoolmen,  interferins:  with  the  rays  of  German  light? 
On  the  last  page  are  the  following  admonitory  words — "In  conclusion,  I 
venture  upon  cautioning  the  younger  members  of  our  profession  against 
the  use  of  the  high  attenuations  in  so  formidable  a  disease  as  cholera, 
which  I  feel  myself  competent  to  do  after  twenty  years  practice  of  the 
new  method.  These  emanations  of  medical  transcendentalism  are  well 
enough  to  amuse  the  fanciful  theorist  in  his  study,  but  should  not  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  practical  physician  at  the  bedside,  especially  in  diseases  that 
threaten  life."  Here  the  true  feeling  of  the  heart  leaks  out.  The  doctor 
would  be  the  last  man  in  America  to  trust  to  intangible  doses,  to  our  appre- 
hension, were  he  himself  prostrated  by  a  dangerous  disease.  We  are  not 
at  war  with  individuals,  but  with  the  medical  moonshine  of  the  day,  which  is 
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prized  by  a  certain  part  of  society  just  in  proportion  to  the  distance  between 
their  own  homes  and  Germany.  Dr.  Shew,  of  water-cure  celebrity,  is  out 
with  his  decoy  duck,  too.  For  cholera,  according  lo  his  unanswerable  ar- 
guments, water,  and  water  alone,  is  the  infallible  remedy  I  There  is  no- 
thing like  leather,  said  the  tanner  to  the  king,  for  defending  a  city  I 


Lunatic  Asylums  in  Massachusetts. — Dr.  Chandler's  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature, of  the  present  condition  of  the  Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  Dr. 
Stedman's  annual  report  to  the  City  Government  of  Boston,  in  regard  to 
the  one  under  his  care  at  South  Boston,  have  been  received.  Both  insti- 
tutions do  credit  to  the  medical  gentlemen  at  the  head  of  them.  Insanity 
appears  to  be  very  much  on  the  increase  in  this  Commonwealth — and  par- 
ticularly among  the  Irish  population.  A  separate  hospital,  especially  for 
ihem,  has  been  suggested. 

In  the  Worcester  Asylum,  the  number  of  patients  at  the  beginning  of 
last  year  was  394;  admitted  during  the  year,  261  ;  whole  number  in  the 
course  of  the  year,  655  ;  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year,  409.  The  average 
number  for  the  year  was  404.  The  number  of  foreigners  among  the 
cases  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  year,  is  150.  The  discharges  during  the 
year  have  been  246 — 136  of  whom  were  cured,  and  returned  to  their  ac- 
customed avocations  and  stations  in  society  ;  32  were  partially  restored  to 
reason  ;  46  were  incurable  but  harmless  ;  2  incurable  and  dangerous  ;  and 
30  deaths.  With  regard  to  further  accommodations  for  the  insane  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, Dr.  Chandler  thinks  such  are  needed,  but  that  it  would  not  be 
judicious  much  to  enlarge  the  present  hospital.  If  two  institutions  were 
established,  he  recommends  a  separation  of  the  sexes,  but  suggests  that 
three  small  hospitals,  in  different  sections  of  the  State,  would  be  preferable. 
The  number  of  rooms  designed  for  dormitories  in  the  present  buildings  is 
360,  which,  it  will  be  seen,  is  44  less  than  the  average  number  of  patients 
the  last  year  ;  yet  the  great  majority  of  the  insane  in  the  State  are  not 
now  supposed  to  be  in  any  asylum." 

In  the  Boston  Lunatic  x\sylum,  intended  for  the  pauper  insane,  there 
were  admitted  during  the  last  year,  86  ;  remaining  at  the  end  of  the  pre- 
vious year,  156;  total  242.  'Discharged  during  the  year,  54 :  viz.,  re- 
covered, 30  ;  improved,  6  ;  unimproved,  1 ;  eloped,  2;  died,  15.  In  speak- 
ing of  the  causes  of  insanity,  Dr.  Sledman  relates  the  following  physio- 
logical phenomenon. 

"  A  phenomenon  of  rather  singular  character  seems  to  have  been  the 
origin,  at  least  the  proximate  cause,  of  insanity  in  one  of  the  patients. 
Her  sister  states,  that,  about  two  years  ago,  when  39  years  of  age,  there 
suddenly  sprang  out  upon  her  chin  and  upper  lip  a  thick  growth  of  beard  ; 
that  her  spirits  were  much  affected  by  the  circumstance;  that  she  became 
more  and  more  unhappy  and  mortified  by  her  strange  appearance,  till  at 
length  she  could  not  be  persuaded  lo  pursue  her  customary  occupations. 
She  was  brought  here,  laboring  under  the  deepest  depression  and  melan- 
choly, from  which  she  still  suffers.  Her  beard  continues  to  grow,  and 
she  is  shaved  with  the  regularity  of  our  male  patients.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  learn,  whether,  at  the  lime  of  this  sprouting  of  the  hair,  the  bodily 
health  of  this  patient  was  peculiarly  affected  in  any  way." 

In  this  institution,  further  accommodations  are  necessary  for  the  furiously 
insane,  and  an  enlargement  of  the  building  occupied  by  them  is  asked  for. 
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M.  Orfila  and  the  Paris  Faculty  of  Medicine. — A  terrible  quarrel  or 
problem  in  the  Paris  faculty  of  medicine  has  just  been  happily  adjusted. 
A  few  days  after  the  revolution  of  February  the  new  government  thous^ht 
proper  to  dismiss — abiirarily  enough — Dr.  Orfila,  the  celebrated  toxicolo- 
gist,  who  had  been  dean  of  the  faculty  for  seventeen  years.  He  had,  in 
his  zeal  for  the  increase  of  the  attractions  and  resources  of  the  school,  ex- 
ceeded, in  his  ofiicial  enterprises,  the  appropriations  or  credits  by  a  sum 
of  2S,000  francs.  The  councils  of  the  University  and  the  minister  of 
public  instruction  acquitted  him  of  all  personal  malversation,  and  paid 
compliments  to  his  probity  and  the  general  value  of  his  improvements  and 
services.  But  his  revolutionary  successor  would  not  countersign  the  offi- 
cial documents  by  which  the  government  assumed  the  debts.  Henre  a 
fierce  war  of  partisans,  carried  into  all  sorts  of  Journals.  A  commission, 
after  eleven  sittings,  decided  absolutely  in  favor  of  Orfila;  and  the  suc- 
cessor, Bouillaud,  was  finally  obliged  to  admit  the  insertion,  in  a  solemn 
process-verbal,  of  a  declaration  by  him  that  he  never  meant  to  cause  it  to 
be  supposed  that  M.  Orfila  had,  during  his  deanship,  abstracted  a  farthins: 
for  his  own  benefit.  The  ex-dean  has  fought  many  a  hard  battle  in  rela- 
tion to  his  opinions  in  medical  jurisprudence,  and  his  testimony  concerning 
the  presence  of  arsenic  in  dead  bodies. — Corres.  LittelVs  Living  Age. 


Collodion  for  Filling  Teeth. — Mr.  Robinson,  an  English  dentist,  prac- 
tises thus  with  the  new  article  : — I  have  frequently  applied  the  collodion 
in  severe  cases  of  toothache,  arising  from  exposure  of  the  nerve,  with  per- 
fect success,  when  no  persuasion  could  induce  the  patient  to  submit  to  ex- 
traction, either  with  or  without  the  use  of  chloroform  or  ether.  The  me- 
thod I  adopt  is,  to  let  the  patient  wash  the  mouth  with  warm  water,  in 
which  a  few  grains  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  have  been  dissolved.  I  then 
remove  from  the  cavity  any  foreign  substance  likely  to  cause  irritation. 
After  drying  the  cavity,  I  drop,  from  a  point,  the  collodion,  to  which  has 
been  added  a  few  grains  of  morphia  ;  after  which  I  fill  the  cavity  with 
asbestos,  and  saturate  with  collodion.  Lastly,  over  this  I  place  a  pledget  of 
bibulous  paper.  In  a  few  seconds  the  whole  becomes  solidified,  and  forms 
an  excellent  non-conductor  of  heat  and  cold  to  the  exposed  nerve.  By  oc- 
casionally renewing  this,  I  have  been  able  to  effect  a  more  durable  slopping 
than  with  gold. 


j^ew  York  Academy  of  Medicine. — Dr.  Mott  hns  been  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Academy  ;  and  the  following  gentlemen  have  also  been  elect- 
ed its  officers  for  the  present  year  : — Isaac  Wood.  J.  R.  jManley,  Galen 
Carter,  and  Thomas  Cock,  Vice  Presidents ;  J.  F.  Vandevoort,  Recording 
Secretary;  T.  ]\[.  FvankWn,  Assisfa?it  Secretary  ;  W.  C.  Roberts,  Domes- 
tic Correspondiji^  Secretary  ;  John  G.  Adams,  Correspondiiig  Secretary  ; 
J.  0.  Pond,  Treasurer  ;  J.  F.  Coclv,  Librarian. — Annalist. 


ISew  York  Medical  and  Surgical  Society. — The  anniversary  of  this 
Society  occurred  on  the  6th  inst.,  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Metcalfe,  when  an 
oration  was  delivered  by  Dr.  Pliny  Earle,  and  the  following  officers  elect- 
ed for  the  ensuing  year  : — Dr.  William  P.  Buel.  President ;  Dr.  Abraham 
Du  Bois.  Vice  President ;  Dr.  J.  G.  Adams,  Secretary  ;  Dr.  J.  T.  Met- 
calfe. Treasurer.    Present  number  of  members,  23. — Ibid. 
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Medical  Miscella7iy. — A  sailor  is  reported  to  have  died  in  the  New  York 
hospital  from  the  effects  of  chloroform.  Dr.  Reese's  remarks  on  the  sub- 
ject will  be  found  in  to-day's  Journal — An  extensive  excitement  is  show- 
ing itself  at  several  points  here  at  the  north,  in  regard  to  hydrophobia. 
A  young  lady  recently  died  of  the  disease  in  Vermont,  who  was  bitten  by 
a  dog  in  Newton,  Mat-s.,  a  few  months  ago.  A  law  has  been  passed  by 
the  legislature  of  ^lassachuseits,  in  relation  to  dogs  running  at  large. — 
The  lectures  of  the  new  medical  school  ol'  Iowa,  have  been  postponed  to 
next  November,  when  the  new  college  edifice  is  to  be  in  readiness. — No. 
2  of  Vol.  II.  of  the  Dental  News  Letter,  published  by  Jones,  White  &  Mc- 
Curdy,  Pliiladelphia,  is  an  excellent  specimen  of  the  editor's  ability. — It 
appears  that  njuch  alarm  has  existed  among  the  members  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Michigan,  at  the  new  capital  called  Lansing,  in  regard  to  a  pro- 
longed sickness  there.  "  The  committee  appointed  by  the  senate,  reported 
that  sixteen  persons  had  died  in  the  city  of  Lansing  and  its  vicinity,  within 
two  and  a  half  months  ;  of  these  three  died  more  than  two  months  ago, 
Seidell  more  than  a  month  ago,  six  within  the  last  month,  and  but  two  of  the 
six  within  the  last  week  !  That  there  has  been  41  cases  of  sickness  within 
two  and  a  half  months,  'generally  denominated  the  congestive  fever,'  some 
of  which,  however,  were  very  slight  attacks,  so  much  so,  that  they  should 
not  be  considered  cases  of  the  disease  ;  all  recovered.  The  committee 
recommend  no  further  action  for  36  hours." — A  treatise  on  Dental  Sur- 
gery, and  on  the  preservation  of  the  teeth,  by  C.  H.  Dubs,  of  Natchez, 
Miss.,  has  just  appeared. — A  new  kind  of  forceps  for  plugging  teeth,  seems 
to  be  coining  into  vogue  among  dental  operators. — At  Sumter,  South  Car- 
olina, Miss  Magdalen  McAuley,  being  on  a  visit  at  the  house  of  a  physi- 
cian, was  seized  with  a  violent  toothache,  in  his  absence,  and  resorted  to 
his  medicine  chest  for  means  of  relief.  Finding  a  bottle  containing  a  white 
powder,  which  she  supposed  to  be  morphine,  she  swallowed  a  small  quan- 
tity of  it;  but  it  was  strychnine,  and  caused  her  death  in  a  few  minutes. — 
The  number  of  students  at  the  present  session  of  the  Boston  Medical 
School,  according  to  the  Catalogue  just  issued,  is  126. — The  deaths  by 
consumption  in  Boston,  during  the  past  week,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report, 
have  been  more  numerous  than  common  even  in  the  winter  season.  —  The 
Journal  of  Health  and  Practical  Educator,  a  monthly  periodical  which  has 
been  published  several  years  in  this  city  under  the  editorial  management 
of  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Cornell,  has  been  discontinued. 


Erratum. — In  last  Journal,  page  520,  line  7  from  bottom,  for  "  Dr.  Hare"  read  Dr.  Starr. 


To  Correspondents. — A  paper  has  been  received  from  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  upon  the 
employment  of  a  new  agent  in  the  treatment  of  Strictures,  and  will  appear  in  the  next  number, 
accompanied  with  an  engraving. 


Died, — Of  phthisis,  Dr.  George  A.  Barnes,  of  Centre  Lisle,  IS'.  Y.,  aged  .31 — a  young  man  of 
great  merit,  and  an  ornament  to  the  profession. — At  Wilmington,  Delaware,  Dr.  John  Loffland. 


Report  of  Deaths  in  Boston — for  the  week  enclin"  Jan.  27lh,  79. — IMales,  39 — females.  40  — 
Of  consumption.  19 — scarlet  fever^  1(3 — lung  fever.  5— dropsy  on  the  brain,  5 — typhus  fever,  3 — 
iiifaulile.  2 — cancer,  2 — paralysis,  2 — diarrhoea,  2 — measles.  2 — accidental,  2 — erysipelas,  1 — 
convulsions,  1 — hooping  cough.  1 — disease  of  the  liver,  1 — marasmus,  1 — child-bed,  1 — pleurisy 
fever,  1 — ■influenza.  1 — teething,  1 — croup,  1 — smallpox,  2 — worms,  1 — old  age,  1 — dropsy,  1  — 
islow  fever,  1 — inflammation  of  the  lungs,  1 — bursting  of  blood  vessel,  1 — unknown,  1. 

Under  6  years,  27 — between  5  aurl  20  years  11 — between  20  and  40  years,  22 — betweeu  40 
aud  60  years,  \i — over  ()(^  years.  5. 
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Adhesion  of  a  Toe  after  en' ire  Separation,  By  LXSJ^Ioitnson,  Cam- 
bridge, la.,  Student  in  Starling  Medical  College. — Thefollowing  report  of 
a  case  of  adhesion,  after  the  entire  separation  of  a  toe,  is  perhaps  suffi- 
ciently interesting  to  entitle  it  to  a  place  in  your  Journal.  The  recorded 
instances  of  similar  casps  are,  I  believe,  quite  rare.  Sir  Astley  Cooper 
gives  bat  one.  The  following  case,  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  possi- 
bility of  such  an  occurrence,  and  perhaps  in  that  light  only,  may  be  of 
some  interest  to  the  profession.  It  is  extracted  from  a  letter  received  a  few 
days  since,  Irom  Dr.  N.  Johnson,  of  Cambridge  City,  Indiana,  who  resided, 
at  the  time  referred  to,  in  Belmont  county,  Ohio. 

"In  May,  1836,  I  was  called  about  three  miles  in  great  haste,  to  see  a 
son  of  Mrs.  Duvall's,  who  had  cut  off  his  toe.  Supposing  there  might  be 
unpleasant  hemorrhage,  I  of  course  made  due  haste.  When  I  arrived,  I 
found  the  old  lady  holding  the  parts  in  apposition.  The  middle  toe  was 
cut  off  somewhat  obliquely.  She  informed  me  that  the  boy,  who  was  from 
ten  to  twelve  years  old,  had  been  chopping  some  forty  or  sixty  rods  from 
the  house  when  the  accident  occurred.  He  came,  or  was  conveyed,  to  the 
house,  leaving  the  toe  behind.  A  person  was  sent  back  for  the  part,  and 
when  it  was  brought  she  placed  it  in  apposition  and  held  it  so  until  I  ar- 
rived. She  was  anxious  to  have  it  stitched  on.  I  at  first  objected,  but  she 
urged,  and  I  concluded  to  try  the  experiment.  I  connected  the  parts  by- 
three  stitches,  and  applied  an  adhesive  strip,  I  think,  over  the  end  of  the 
toe,  extending  it  to  the  foot;  placing  another  strip  around  the  place  of 
union  so  as  nearly  to  envelop  the  toe.  Four  days  after,  I  called  to  see  the 
patient,  and  found,  contrary  to  my  expectation,  some  degree  of  adhesion 
and  warmth  of  the  extremity.  I  directed  them  to  let  me  know  if  anything 
unpleasant  should  occur,  and  left.  I  did  not  see  the  toe  again  for  perhaps 
a  year  or  more,  when  it  made  quite  a  respectable  appearance." — Ohio  iVfe- 
dical  and  Surgical  Journal. 


The  Cholera — Theories  and  Practices. — On  the  24ih  of  October  last,  a 
report  was  read  to  the  Academy  of  Medicine,  Paris,  by  the  secretary,  on 
voluminous  communications  bearing  upon  cholera,  sent  to  the  Academy  by 
the  sanitary  physicians  in  the  East.  Mr.  Rochoux  took  advantage  of  this 
circumstance  to  deliver  a  short  speech  on  the  subject  of  cholera,  which  ran 
thus  : — "  I  wish  to  allay  the  fears  of  the  public  with  regard  to  this  disease, 
by  administering  a  gentle  admonishing  sedative.  One  thing  is  perfectly 
certain — viz.,  that  we  are  perfectly  ignorant  of  the  cause  of  cholera,  and  as 
we  do  not  know  the  cause,  it  is  quite  impoi^sible  for  us  to  use  adequate 
means  for  warding  off  the  disease.  I  argue  from  thesie  facts  that  we  ought 
to  make  ourselves  quite  comfortable  and  easy,  and  not  allow  the  threatened 
arrival  of  the  epidemic  to  disturb  our  sleep."  (Here  the  habitual  serious- 
ness of  that  learned  body  broke  out  into  a  general  convulsive  laughter.) — 
Another  facetious  suggestion  has  been  offered  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
by  Dr.  Landerer,  Prof,  of  Chemistry,  who,  being  accidentally  in  Smyrna 
during  the  cholera,  noticed  the  manner  in  which  the  Jews  treated  their  sick. 
The  first  thing  was  to  apply,  from  the  chest  to  the  abdomen,  a  large  plaster 
of  black  pepper  and  mustard  ;  an  attendant  then  kneels  on  the  chest  and 
umbilical  region  of  the  patient,  to  arrest  ihe  blood  in  the  veins  !  The  hands 
and  feet  are  rubbed  with  a  mixture  of  common  salt  and  spirits  of  wine, 
and  from  the  beginning,  draughts  are  administered,  prepared  with  the  juice 
of  the  citrus  de  cumana,  &c.  This  is  curing  the  cholera  by  giving  the 
patient  the  night-mare. — London  Lancet. 


